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THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF CAPE TOWN.

Report of the Medical Officer of Health

FOR THE YEAR 1954.

To His Wonrssir THE Mavomr aND CouNciLLons
or THE City oF Care Town,

I.ﬁn and Genotlemen,
I have the honour to present my report on the health conditions of the City of Cape Town,

with an account of the work carvied out by the City Health Departmene, for the year

l’ﬁl.l' '.ﬁﬂlflﬂﬂ.l.

The f?hll“ of the city, estimated as at 30th , 19538, the middle of th :
534,220 (195,310 Euwropeans and 338,910 nnn-Eumpcu{:i‘ e

This is calculated from the previous census figures. In addition, there were on the same

‘date 24,217 persons in the Langa African Township. The rate of natural incrense has fallen

I ly among non-Europeans, but this figure bears no relntion 1o the calculated inerease which
bas always proved to be much nearer to actual fnct in o growing community.

The recent announcement by the Government that a Census would be taken in 1960 is most

welcome. As recorded in the annual repore for 1957, it i= surmised from the trend of various

- statistical rates that the estimated population may well be diverging from fact. A Census will

not only ennble these rates to be corrected, but th timate of Iati ill be
projected !mudy-lﬁ EfERler accuracy. ¢ but the estimate of population wi

Births,

~_According to the returns of the local Registrar of Births and Deaths, 3,677 European and
Il",ﬁ‘“ non-European live births were registered during the year as belonging to the Mupicipality
of Cape Town. This is equal to a birth rate of 18.8 for Europeans and 34.4 for non-Europeans,

: an birth rate is the highest since 1951. Part of the fall in the non-Ewrcpean birth
raie, as well as the reduction in the sctual oumber of births, can be atributed to the noo-
tegistration of many births in this racial group. Any atempe to rectify this state of affairs

involve considerable official effort, .:f falls outside the scope of this Department.

“ The number of coofinements of women, mainly pmon-Ewropeans, oot resident in the city

continues to decline.
The percentage of city live births occuring in institutions rose from 51 to 54 per cent and
is reflected in :ﬂ the races. S

,-r-npnud-unn of male over female births comtinued. [llegitimacy among Europeans now
1 at the highest level since 1945. There has been a slight increase in the oumber of non-

En'qlﬂn still births.

Deaths,

The toral aumber of deaths registered as belonging to the Municipality was 1 885 Ewopean
and ;,E: pon-European, equivalent to death rm-n:f ?.%5 for Europeans, 9,93 for non-Euopeans
and 9.84 for all races. These rates show a slight reduction from the previous year.

Diseases of the cardiovascular system, and in particular & sharp rise in the number ‘of
deaths from coronary thrombosis, increased an alteady substantial lead among the principal
canses of death in Eufopeans,

non-Europeans, diarrthoen and enteritis once again assumed the role of killer number
one, This trend is difficult to explain, although climatic conditions over the whole year were
such as to favour the occurrence of this disease, Deaths from tuberculosis continue to decline.

Ap uousually large pumber of desths from burns occumed during the year, many of which
occurred as the result of conflagrations due to exploding preasurs cookers, or the oventumning
of open coal braziers.

Infant Moriality.

A slight decrease in the Euwropenn infant mortality rate bas to be recorded, together with
a nearly similar increase amongst the non-Evropean. The latter would, to some extent, be
aceounted for by the fact that certain births in this group are mgain not being notified. The rare
is still, however, low enough to be considered very satisfactory. Unfcrtanately, infant deaths
gastro-enteritis rose sharply despite the constant vigilance of the Maternal and Child
Welfare Section of the Department. The persistence of prematurity as a cause of infant death

disheartening and indicative of some serious general departure from nataral motherhood.
key to t.':fl problem bas still to be found, so that it behoves the Paedintricians, the
Obstetricians and the Health Personnel to examine, investigate and collate all available
information on this subject with a view to finding the soluwion.
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REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.
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REFPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.

TABLE E. Deaths of Infants under 1 Year of Age, Classified by Cause and Age, 1958.

(Cormected)
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