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Report of the Director-General of Public Health to
the Honourable the Minister for Health
(The Hon. C. A. Kelly, M.L.A.)

Hir,

I have the bonour to present my report on the work of this
office for the year cnded 31st Decomber, 1048,

Vital Statistics,

Vainl Statistics of New South Wales for the vear 1048 have
been propared by the Government Siatistieian, Mr 8, K.
Carver.

The popalation at the ond of 1048 was 3,002 344, During
the year, the incroase in populntion by excess of births over
denths was 364831 and by migration 17031, making o tatal
inerense for the vear of 54,702, Totnl live births nomberod
67,284 oquivalent to 22,19 per 1000 of popualation and this is
T per ecni. above the average of the previous five years, The
numhber of stillbirths registered was 1,326, IN'II.I.I1|. ta 044 per
1,000 of population. Deaths during the vear sumbercd 30,408,
a rate of 100G e 'I,'DDI] of l'l-ﬂplllnlinn. This rake in 5 r
eent, above the average of the previows flve yoars, The number
of ehildren wnder 1 year of age who died was 2,007, equal to
30,30 per 1,000 live births. The rate for (he Metropolis was
conxiderally lower tham that for the remainder of the Biate.
The rate for 1948 is I por eent. below the average of the
previous five vears, In regard to deaths from Caneer, the
Govermment Statistlelan points out that standardised rates
{which adjust for the imereasing proportion of aged people
In the population) show that within the lnst few years, Cancer
mortality has commenced to deeline.

Infectious Digeaias.

Tuphoid Fever—In 1945 thore were goventecn eases notificd
with two deaths compared with twenty-cight eascs and no
deaths in 1947.

Searlel Fever—1358 cases were notified with four deaths
eompared with 1,540 casos and two deaths in 1947,

Ihphtheria—The insidence for this disease showed a further
deeling, 000 enses belng notified In 1948 with Afty-one deaths
eompared with 701 eases and forty-nine deaths in 1547,

Infantile Paralysis—Eighty-seven cascs were notified during
19458 being approximately the sams incidemes na in 1947
{eighty-three cages).

Tuberculosis Division.

Total notifieations, 1,711, of pulmonary tuberenleain showed
a decreass of forty cases as compared with 1947, Deaths
from all tuberculous disease wumbered 815, o rote of 280 por
million of population, The reapiratory tubersulosis death
rate was 11 per eent. below the average of the previous five
Years.

It was found mecessary fo close a number of wards in
Banntorin beenuse of difienliy in obtaining suitable nursing
and domestie staff.  Available beds totalled 1,154, Eight
wpecinl chost elinies operated during the yesr and im the
Metropolitan elinfes there was an increase of 5,043 X-ray
examinations eompared with 1047, A total of 18,002 X.ray

exAminations, represcnting an increase of over 000 compared
with 1347, were eomploted undor the groonp serviee conducted
by specinlist radiologlste. The eduentiopnl activities of the
Division were continued by publications, exhibits, lectures
broadeasts ete. nnd the resulting stimolntion of public eo-
operation. |8 an important development in furtbering fuler
eulosis eontrol

Division of Social Hygiene.

The total for notifieationg reeeived for 1945 was the lowest
ricorded sinee the Vimereal Diseases Act, 19185, came into
foreo in December, 1920, The decrease was due Lo n eontinmed
decling in the sumber of cases of gonorrhen,  However, thero
was an inerease 1 the total syphilis notifications and sente
syphilitie infeetions totalled S18, the highesi figure vet re-
corded sinee the Aet eame imto foree. The ineidence of meate
syphiliz in this Stato has shown a disturbing inerense; in
1844, the incidence was 7.1 per 100000 of population and s
1948 it was 204 per 100,000 of populntion, Penicillin therapy
of acute syphilis by which pationts aro rapidly rendersd non-
infoctbous, may make as big a differenco in the control of this
disvase nz it hos alrendy dong in the eontral of goporrhea.
The prophylactic facilities of the Divisional Clnie eontinued
to o maed fully.

Consultative Counsil for the Physically Handicapped.

This Council hns econtinusd to inveatignte and nssist in
mntters relating to the trentment and after care of polio-
myelitin pationts, and to arrange for voeationnl traimning for
other physically handieapped persons.  Expenditure in eon-
ngetion with after-eare activitics amounted o £285 G, B, and
expenditure in voeational training to £245 38, Sd. A hostel
for country apMicants for voeational trninimg has not yet
Lesen pequined.

Pathological Labaratories.

The Dircetor, in his summarised roport for 19045 shows that
the total number of gemeral lnboratory cxaminations was
approximately the same as for 1947. In the bacteriologieal
examinations of milk samples Brucelln aborfus wos detested
in forty different samples but no samples were found to contain
taberels Baeilll. Thera was a further doecrease in the number
of alides submitted for examination for malarial parasites and
in each case where it was detected, the parasite was Plarmasdinm
vivar. Onco agaim there was iocreased work in the sectiom
of the laboratory dealing with histologieal examinations. The
examination of rata for plague numbered 308,

Divieion af Industrial Hygiane.
The Dvision eontinued during 1948 its investigations with
variows agpeets of Conl Mining. A number of these were made
at the request of the Mines Department and concerned alleged



dusty working places underground, AL the request of the
Zilicoxis Commities dust tests wera earried out in constrmetion
tunpcls and shafts in the Ashiicld distriet amd af the dam
#ite at Warragamba and the control methods observed appeared
1o be adeqoate. Deseriptions of investigations of warious
othor dusty trades are embodied in the repost. Omp hundred
and eight-four persons saapected of buving lead poisoping were
exnmined amd twenty-four of these were consldered to be
suffering from lead polsoning with disability, of thess latter
thirteen worked in factories manufacturing eleetele aecumula-
tore, Investigations wére also made at two fnefories Ll.liﬂ.ﬂ
perllinm and ints varions industrial hazards from fomes and
goses and & speeial inquiry was comdueted inte the use of
kydrocyanie acld gas ns a fomigant for citris trées.

Division of Maternal and Baby Welfare.

Att s at prenatal clinies wers 1,158 more than in
1847 ; the Manly, Parramatta, Campsie and Hormshy Clinies
all showing sn inerensed number of attendances. The Rockdale
Clinie was closed st the end of the year, There has been
an extonsion of the use of physiotberapy in preguanéy amid
the puerperium with neticeable bencfielal effects on mothers
amd the Departmental film on this iz being widely used in the
training of medieal and physiotherapy studenta and nuraes.

During 1948, seventy-three eases of puerperal infection were
nofified, of thess iwenty-five followed eonfingment (tén in the
eity and fifteen in the rest of the State).

There are mow 208 Baby Health Centres im the State and
twelve new builldings were ceeupied during the year, eight of
these replacing cxisting solatandard premises.  Pre-schoal
children mlso attemd theése Conmtres.  Fourtéen Day Nuarseries
and Nursery Schools and twenty-cight Kindergmrtens were
supervised by IMvisional Medieal Offieers during the year, The
general standard of nutrition of the chillren showed a definite
improvement.

Chemieal Labaratary.

The numbér of samples examined i this laboratory during
the year mmounied to 26433 compared with 285612 in 1947,
Milk samples cxamined for the purposea of the Pure Food
Aet, totalled 16525, Water added to the milk was the most
common pdulteration fourd, but of all the milk examined
approximately 3 per comt, only coatravenced the stamdard.

Bamples other than milk submitted in comnection with the
administration of the Pure Food Aet amounted te 7490, of
which 595 were found to be sdolierated or falsely deseribed.

-H-lmpln submitted for the Pohlie Serviees of the Siate
{exeluaive of those examined for Defemee purposes) amouanted
ta 2092 and these examinations were done for Bubsidised
Institutions, Government Stores Department, Poliee and
Coronial Authorities and Departmental and Lesal Authorities.

Feod lnipactian.

Thoe work of the Foold Inspeetion Braneh ineludea the
supervision of all places where food or drugs are propared,
stored or exposed for sale, together with the duties required
to be enrried oot in order to seenre complianee with the Pore
Food Aet and Regulntions

During the year It was found necessary to soize and destroy
i large quantity of foodstuffa which incleded 8447 head of

poultry, 53,500 tins, 4,128 hottles amd packages and 81 tons of
It Fodsd.

During the year action in the pablie intercst was taken in
reapect of medieal treatment by other than qualified persons.

The survey in regard to the bacteriologieal eondition of
enting and drinking otensils under the existing cleansing
methods is still being ecarried out.

Sanitation Branch.

Houtine and general inspestions were earried out in the
Metropolitan and Coontry distriets and reports and recom-
mendations for necesary action wore made. Iespections of
cattle slaughtering snd abattolr premises were made and
reports forwnrdod to the Depariment of Agriemlture which
pow controls such prombses,  Five husdred and sizty-seven
inspections and re-lnspections of Noxious Trades premises
were made, and in a few instamces legal procesdings wore
instituted agninst the trader,

Five hundred and twenty-four inspeetions and check survers
were made of land eonsidered unfit for building purposes,

Roudent eontrol was continued amd eighty-seven visits wero
made to Sydney wharves.

Privata Hoapitals.

At the end of the yoar thore were 303 Hesnsed hospitals in
New South Wales, boving a bed capacity of 3,511 The
availably bods inereased by thirty-sevem compared with the
previcus year, but the total number of lieemsed hospitals
deereased by aeven.

Shortage of stall during the year made it impossible to
inspeet hospitals as frequently ns was deaired.

Owererowding bas been again a frequent finding and main-
tenanee work in general has becn neglected. No prosecutions
undor the Private Hospitals Act wers instituted during the
Fear.

Inspections of Rest and Convaleseent Homes were nlso
careied out aml approprinte legislation is needed to comtrel
these establishmenta s many of them nre sub-standard.

Medico-Legal Sections and Hospital Admission Depot.

The Government Medical Officer for Sydney submits a sum-
murised report dealing with the work of his effies, ineluding
medieal examinations for State Government Departments,
medical examinntions of siek polles and police reeruits and
medieo-legnl cxamination in eriminnl and coromer's cases, A
medical officer of the bramech attends the Heception House,
Darlinghurst, for the certification of the insane.

Two hundred and forty-nine vaccinations agninst smallpox
were performed during 1948,

The Government Medien]l Ofeer for Neweastls took up offies
on lst November, 1848, and submits & brief report.

Health Education.

Bame of the activities of the Publieity Branch had unfor-
tunately to be euriniled in 1948 becauss of a decreased vote
andl the eontinuing inerease in the costs of produstion. The
Branch has endeavoursd o secure a8 misel a8 poasible, free
#prace in newspapers for articles and free time over broadeast-
ing stationa for talks. Each wook over 300 press artbcles wore
forwarded to country and suburban newspapers, and a number
of eountry brondeasting stations receive weekly seripts. Two
pew publieations were produced and siz revised publications
wire jsaued during 1948,

The theme of the Health Week exhibition in 1948 was the
detection and provention of tubsrculosia, A now exhibit in
this thems was prepared at n cost of £3000 and a new
departmental film made. The film lbrary was added to during
the year and it mow has a total of 101 diffgremt titlea with
o extrs copies. It is estimated that 53,027 persons viewed
departmontal films during 1948,

Mutrition Section.
The most important advanes in nutrition edweation during
the yenr was the extension of the serviees of this seetion to
the Department’s prenatal clinies, and it is intended this



pérvice will ba extended further mext year, Edueation in

putrition was eontinzed by lectures, newspaper artieles ond

broadeast falks. Dietitianz have also visited the Health Dis.

ﬁ;ﬁu thoy worked ander the guidanee of Medicnl Officers
ealth.

The Diotitiana have reported on the food amd kitchen
nmuh in Biate Hospitals amd Mental Hospitals, Child
w homes and the aetivities of this section in eonnection
with Behool Canteens had been maintained at the request of
the Education Department.

School Medical Service.

Medieal examination of school children was continued in
hath met itan and eountry distriets. In the metropolitan
area 42,551 children were fully cxamined and 23,195 were
reviowed or rrﬁ.d.ly expmined—ihe eorresponding figures for
the country districts were 41,740 and 1,751 reapeetively, The
services providod the Hehool Nurscs facilitate and are
ry to the work of thoe Medieal Officers, Medieal
sxaminations of teachors and stodent-teachers totalled 2813,
Two thousand fve hupdred and sevonty-twe now cases wore
at the four Chill Guidanes Clinizs during the year.

Therapiat eontinued her work in the schools and

Em;ﬁ' Blackiriars, 2,028 treatments being
glven. Thers wero 30, eases of meagles during the year,

ea nn averags absenee per papil afected of 3.1 weeks.
gmmﬂ survey of the incidencs of thyroid enlargoment
children throughout New South Wales was under-

during 1848 for the purposs of revising the goitre map
by this servies years ago,

|

|

Division of Dental Services,

This DHvision wna ereated last vear and incorporates twa
main sections—School Dental Services aund Berviees fo State
Hospitals and Institations, ineluding State Penitentiaries. The
tTave Behool Dental Clinies, working in both ety and
eountry ricts, examined 22,373 children of whom 7397 per
etnt, Were found to be in need of troatment. Staff was not
available to bring into operation plans to appoint foll-time
dental offiecrs to IET I1]-111'1rlz'r=l':l private practitioners at
présent employed in te hospitals and institutions, A com-
ﬂu aurrey on the requirements for an adoquate dental servies

Btate penitentinrics woas made during the year and o
report submitted on the aecommodation available, the eguip-
ment required and its estimated eost.

Health Districts.
MNe an Conilrined Sanitary DMstrictea—The Metropoli-
tan M Oficer of Health roports eontinaation of the

decline fn imcidemce of ﬂip]:.ﬂ:c-nl. 187 enses having heen
reported co with 268 in 1847. Councils have mnow
adopted the primeiple of holling Immunization cliniea at
regular intervals and eo-operate with cach other in an cnden.
vour to plek up stragglers by staggering the dabes of con-

7

tguous clinics. Seven cases of typhoid fever cecurred with
one death. This low ineidenco in & population of 13 million in
an arca where sewernge retieulation hns not kept paes with
the Bacreasc in popolation speaks well for the efforts of Muni.
cipal Health Inapectors in their supervision of the sanitary
sorviees. Under the slogan, “Krowledge Doféats Distnse,” a
most suecesaful Health Week was eelebrated in the metropolitan
ared.

Hunter River Health Distriot.—Tho Medlen] Officer of Iealth
reparts that bousing was the mest important pablic health
probdem of the year, and many problems have arisen in Hous-
ing Commission Settlements whore cottages have been erectod
without sewerage or deainagn on small and low-lying allat-
monta, Neweastle Harboor pollution has given eoncern amd
has actively engaged the attention of the different intercsted
:ll_thl:IHtlh. One thoasand seven hundred and forty-three
children were immunized agninst diphtheria in eampaigns eon-
dueted by the local councils in the distrier.

Sowth Coset Health District—From the 1st July, 1048, nine
municipalities and shires were amalgamated inte one loesl
authority, the Bhire of Shonlhaven, and this change reduced
the mumber of loeal anthoritis In this distriet to twelve,
|H||n1‘|.‘t|uériﬂ immERIEA LGN -:'_qmprngpp ward  eondwsted 'h:,r &
loeal amthorities during the year, This offiee is also concernad
with the lack of sewernge and drainage facilities for the large
number of newly-built houses in the dstrict. The Medical
Officer of Health again emphosises the need in bis ares of a
falltime Purg Food Inspector. As o result of inspections and
suporvision, a notieeable improvement was obiaised in the
sanitary and genéral condition of tourist eamps in the distriee.

Mitehell Health Diglrict—Tho Medieal Officer of Health
reports that there are 1261 hospital beds available in this
district for n populntion of 114 325 of the sows
treatment works in the distriet are not functioning officlently,
usually due to overloading lecanse of the increased populations
of the towns, The housing shortage is also nn neote problem.
Numerous matters under the Publie Health Aet, Pure Food
Act, Loeal Government Aet and the Moxious Trades Act have
been denlt with in eo-oporation with the leeal authoriibes,

Bichmond-Tweed Health Distriet.—This distriet has approxi-
mately ono huﬁml bel available for each 116 people. The
sanitation of this district was in many respects unsatisfactory,
but this offiee, with the eo-operation of the lseal authorities,
has alrendy effeetod comsidernble improvemoent, Poblie health
probloms ocenpring the attention of the Modieal Ofeer of
Health inelwde partieularly hookworm in the aborigines and
tuberenlosls in dairy herds.

Broken Hill and IMstrict.—An increase of 250 in population
is reported for the year, There was a romarkably low inci
dence of motifiable infections diseases, Four enses of searbet
fever being reported and none of any of the other infeeticus
diseases. There wns & decrense of 280 compared with last
year in the attendances ot the Anti-tubereulosis Clinde,

E. EYDNEY MORKRIS,
Direetor-Genoral of Public Health,

VITAL STATISTICS OF NEW SOUTH WALES FOR THE YEAR 1948,

{Prepared by the Government Statisticlan, Mr. 8. B Oirves.)

Papulation.
The tion at the end of 1045 was 3,002,344, of whom
IMP:\:‘H males mod 1,530,254 females. During the year
the

inerense in Intion by éxeesa of hirths over deaths was
38,831 and m ion 17931, m a total inercase for

the year of 54,762, The mean popn n for the year 1848
3,029,573,

Live Births.
number of Ihiu hirths T:‘I‘.ﬂﬂ. ﬂ.lf;i.tﬂtt:u
®1e O of om, which por cent. above the
pet ous five years. OFf this number, 34,538 were
were females, the proportion being 106 males

to 100
Diwiding State inte the Metropolis and the Hemnind
s h s there wers 10,067 births n the former and $7.187

in the latter, corresponding to ratea of 20,00 and 24.34 respes-

Srillbirtha.

The number of stillbirtha registered was 1,326 (737 malea
and 530 females), whieh ia 1.93 por cont. of all births, live and
till, and equal to 044 per 1,60 of populntion. Tn the Metro-
polis there were 558 stillkirths and in the Bemainder of the
Btate 708, representing 1.52 amd 202 por eent, of all birtha,
live and gtill, in the respective divisions.

Deatha.

The deaths during the vear numbered 30408, equivalent
to a rate of 10,04 per 1,000 of population. This rate is 5
pier eemt. above the average of the provioms five years.

The total inclades 17085 males and 13,318 females, equiva.
lent te & rate of 11.27 and B.BD respectively per 1,000 of
population. The rate in the Metropolis was 1000 per 1,000,
amd in the Bomainder of the State 518,



OF the 30403 poople who died during the year, 2510 wers
under 5 vears of nge; 11,305 wore aged T to E'l Fears, and
18570 were G5 yenrs qwd over. The rates por 1000 of popula-
tiom im the main groups under and over 5 vears were 8,18 and
10.25 as eompared with 958 aml 956, the averngea of the
previous five yenrs,

Infantile Maortality.

The numler of ehildeen urder 1 vears of age who disd was
2037, wqual to 3030 per 1,000 live births, To this total the
Metropolis eontributed 810 or 2696 per 1,000 live births and
the Hemainder of the State 1,227 ar 3100 per 1|00 live births
The rate for 1048 s 3 por cent. below the nverage of the

previoua five years, Of the deaths under 1 yesrs of age, 1,238
or 61 per eent, oecurred umder 1 week; 1 or 70 per eont.
under 1 month; and 1000 or 79 per eent. under 3 monthe.

Cauioi of Doath,

The most imporiant eaoscs of denths doring the year are
skown in the following statenscnt which, for purposes of com-
parison, also gives the ave number of deaths during the

Ing five years, due allownnee Inﬂng ben made for
imerease in population. The arrangement of e canses of
dieath is bazed upon the 1D38 revision of the International List
of Camscs of Death as adapiod for wee in New South Wales
from lst Janoary, 1840,

A Incrvase {+)
Cansea of Death Number | ymber hwn::- —
T Bl ey
L] ik

por cent,
Typhaid Fever {including Paratyphoid) ....... 2 E — 1
Cerebrospinal [m:nmgwmli }iﬂung:ln E 20 44 — i
Searlet %‘e 4 T — il
Whaooping ngh 0 5 — 4
Diphtharis ...........icoimimmnns Gl Th - Il
I"-ﬂﬂp-h]m 4 = 1l
........................... a2 21 4 &l
Tu'hrrm.llum.l of the Hespira Syelem SR A mE 77l B - ]l
Tuberculosis of Meninges and hlr-l.l ’\mu'ul Bj'lirm Liasaaasasazass 15 25 = )
I.Hhﬂ' Tuhh:ull:llu: ll'mn- Sy FOLECy £ e 1 41 —_ M
PR 4 12 — o8

'h.llﬂ 142 132 4+ B

I: LT u'llh m:[unm wm‘pllmlm upo-dltfl i 101 o2 +
Influenza without respimtory complications lptﬂﬁﬂl T4 A3 4 T2
L R A o e e et A 40 14 + 358
Acute Poliomyelitis and Acate Policencephalitis (notifinble and non- -notifiable Eurmh ........ B ik 25 - 8
Acute Infections Encephalitis ﬂ!lhﬂ-l‘ﬁ;ll: af epl.!.lemr::l lnl:!llh.llrh ll‘l.d. Tl hu'l.l.l'l.l.b‘l& ﬁ:ll‘.'l:hl} [ 10 -_ 37
(Hher Tafections lm-l ]"'tﬂ-ulht I}M I o2 + 8
Caneor ..o 3674 3,052 + 4
Dinbetes Mellitas ... T 561 -
Cribver (emornl DREsonses ....ooooeeiioiinnnnsninnnanssansnnrsrasrios ELLI] 411 — 3
Vitaoiin-DoBoietioy: Dol . i il i iiiunn s une s robiiasstadnuns £ ns s ouaNin d BRkE whbarwad Lo 02 AR na L RE 4 1 + 245
Diseases of the Blootd cooooooiiieiiiiinais 272 27 4+ 15
Chronis Poisoning nnal Intoxication ..o sa 42 4+ 87
Encephalitis and Meningitis (non. eplduﬂﬂ:l ...... B 108 - 17
Cipibireal H N L A R R R B BB BB BB B4 4 2221 2,073 + 7
Cerobiral Emboliam, r-:-mb-:-;, - emng md Hmw ............. 1,120 B5T =+ 31
Othor Intracranial Effasions .. T e e 1 e iy e 5 11 —
Infantile Convalsions .......ccceeemeccmmmersnn 10 15 - 18
Other Diseascs of the '\i':r'rm.l.l Evatem... A4 85 — L
Dhineanes of the Hetrt ... .cooooimnninccrirpmirionses b i D050 8,254 + &
Artertoscleroais and (her DRsenses of ATIETIR ..o oo iciiniisiiiosiiiissansnnssnnnmmtnbmnnssbbnnsreserans [ ahi -+ 8
(ither Thiseases of the Circalatory System 137 i [L1] 4 5
Bronokitis ..ooueeeainnnninini. 28 sl = Tl
Prosmonis 1,5 1,308 + 16
O bir I},.u*m nfﬂu- Huplnl.m_l, H‘_lrgh:-m A=l HE + 19
Iisemsea of the Stomach iRl T 177 158 + 12
Disrrhoea and Enlm!ll—-—l..-’rl.d:r a _-.uu e e 158 102 +
Iharrhoea and Enteritis—2 years and over T5 0% — B
Appendicitis .. 71 141 T
Hermnia, ]llll.-utllni ﬂlu-lrul:'hﬁh .......... sl 15 =
Cirrbosis of tho Liver ... 141 100 + 41
Poritonitls (without specified eaus)  .oociiiniiannin I 23 +- X8
[Hher Diseases of the I!igﬂ“m ﬁrﬂm it 151 315 + 10
Nephritis ..., L ]_Llﬂ 1,258 -
Other Disenses of the Genito-l] I'Irhl!'_'," "h stom 20 365 - 12
Crimtdnal Abortbon  ....ccociieeciiesiiianss 11 el — i
Fuerperal Seplicosmin and Post-abortive Sepsis  ..oooooiiiiimmeme e ine s 3 il — B8
Puerperal ﬂlmbui.thntn. EHM-HM H-nddzu ‘Dieath [H-qm.l]- ..... i 13 16 e |
rial Disoases . el AR Rl e D o el 05 G Fr 11
Cangenital formations . 139 kI e |
L L e e O e Cr e ey as 5 65 - 17
Premature Birth , £az [0 3

Dﬂ!fzﬂiﬂﬂmulluwﬂnﬂnl‘furofm ....... 453 lg
....... 1,027 i Vi
= 2 el
Orthor Vinlomoo ...oouiiiaas 50 + I 13
All Othir Canused ....oooveinine. 145 141 — 10
. 1 [ R P, e o b BB s0,408 | 28973 o
(=) .Fulju.il-ud to the mean popalatinn of 1048, viz., 3,020,573
(#) The pereentage inerease or decreass is cabeulated from the proclss sverage for 14347, and not from the adjusted  olé numbee

shown here.  When the number of deaths is small & difference in the percentages on the twa basos ia apparer



Infective and Parasitic Disesses (Communicable Diseases).

The deaths from Infective aml pneasitie diseases (which
inelude tuberenlosin} mambened 1E|cﬂ na compared with an
ad justed avernge of 1,618 during the previous five years, bei
5 of 5 per cont. Duoring 1948, denths from typhoh
fover, eorchrospinal meningitis, searlet fover, whooping cough,
diphtherin, ervsipelas and dysentery showed o marked decline,

dentha from tetanus, influenza and measbes rose sharply,
measles showing an increase of 238 per eonb, om the avernge
of the proceding five years.

Tuborculosis enused 315 denths in 1948, a rate of 269 por
million of population. OFf this total tubcrculosis of the respira-
tary wos the eause of 771 deaths, cqunl to o rage of
254 per million of popalation awd being 11 per eeut. below the
avernge of the previcus five years, The deaths of males num-
bored 639 amd of females 232 pnd the rates per milllon of
ench sex were 356 and 153 respectively. Deaths from all other
tulwrculons discases numbered 44 and the mortality rate was
15 per million, which was 36 per cent. below the averago of
the previcus five years.

Cancer.

The denths from cancer numbersd 3674, equal to a rate
of 1,212 por million of population, and 4 per cent. alove the
average rate of the preceding quinguennial period. The deaths
of males numbered 1,882 nnd of females 1,792, the rates for
each gex being 1,241 and 1,184 per million, respeetively. The
erude death rate for this disease fs mislending ns it reflects
the imeroase in the proportion of older pesple i the popula-
tion rather than the true changes in the cadcér death rate
Standardised rates (which adjust for the inercaging proportion
of aged people) show that within the lnst fow yenrs eaneer
mortality bas commenced to decline,

Intra-cranial Lesi of Va la ﬂ'ri.'in.

In 1948 imtroeraunial lesfons eawsed 3346 deaths, equal o
1,04 per milllon livieg which is almost 14 per cent. above the
avernge of the previous five years, This total comprised eerel-
ral harmorrhage 2201 eerebral embolism and thrombiosis 1,004,

of the brain 34, bemiplegin amd other paralysis 70
and other intracranial eff esions 5,

Of the lotal, 1,500 wore males aml 1,845 were fomales, cor-

responding respeetively to rates of 990 and 1,219 por million of
population,

]

Diseases of the Heart.

Digeames of the heart were the eanse of 2950 deaths, the
rafe being 3,284 [ million af iml'uul.'ﬂ fon, The rate for deaths
from beart dieense in 1945 was 8 por eent. alove ihe avernge
e of the preeeding five yenrs, OFf the toftal deaths, 5561
wore of mabes and 4,088 fomales, the correaponding rabes per
million of each sex being 3860 and 2,701 Tt is diffieult to
arrive ab Lhe trieo Aerdase in fhess deaths ns disiinet from the
apparent inerease disclosed by crode death rates over the last
forty or fifly years. Evea though the effects of the “ageing™
of fhe llnpulntinrl werg removed by standardising the rates
om o lxod age distribation of population, the true position
wonld be olsenred by the effcets of the greater attontion given
to pathologienl dingoosis over the last thirty or forty wears.

Bronchitis and Proumonia.

Bronchitis, with 248 deaths, equal to a rate of 82 per million
af popalation, showed an inerease of 4 per cent, and pnoumenia
with 1,602 lenths, or 496 per million, an inerease of 15 per
cent. as eompared with the experienes of the previous five years,

Of the denths from bronehitis, 157 were of males and 91
of femalos, or 104 and 60 per million of each sex respectivoly.
Of the pirsong whoe died from poeumonin, 830 were mnles and
G723 were females, aml the respective rates were 548 and 444
per million of each sex.

Mepheritis,

Doring 1948 there were 1,510 adenths due to diseases of the
genito-urinary system, of which 1,180 were enused by nephritia
{aente and chronie). The rllurlal'll_l.' mte for nephritis waa
3 per million of population; for males 430 per million and
for females 353 per million. In 1948 the rote wns 5 per cont,
helow the average of the previous five years.

Mortality of Infants.

The principal eanszcs of deaths of ehillren wader one year
of age were | Burity, S82; genital malformations, %78;
injury at birth, 261; othor developmental diseases, 248; pora-
mouin, 2275 dinrrhoen and enteritis, 103; infectivé and para-
sitie disenses, 79 (including whooping eough 20, eorehroapinal
meningeeoeeal meningitis 10, infleenza 17, tubercalogis 3,
mecigles 11 o dipbtherta 11): eneophalitis and meningitia,

19; convulsions, 7; amd bromchitis, 7.

The fellowing statemont shows the deaths of chiliren under
one vear of age per 1000 live birthe, classified in the prin-
cipal disense groups, during 183 in comparison with the
preceding five years:—

Males, l Fenanbes. Tatal.
Cause of Death,

TO4B. | D437, | D48, | 1943-47. | 1948, | 104347,

Tubserenbosis L e Y T S e e e, P SR Al 14 12 FiT 13
- £l Ll £+ e 52 W%

Infoctive or Parnaitio THeRB0E  .oovcenienmermsemimmmmemesmermn i-13 1-36 i-10 117 1-12 1-27
tis -2k 4l i1 | 3% e ] 4
0§ 17 | 15 40 10 13

R 19 <15 g2 gl 1

3462 345 312 250 18 13

144 123 1-10 100 1-53 112

457 485 367 4G 4 448

05 1-04 i i i) 19

189 1127 T 913 k1] 1023

4-68 -4 3403 203 A48 372

3540 381 17 a4 240 303

205 2.54 Zar | 203 242 240

All Cansos HT7 511 l 8557 | 2745 3030 3138
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SECTION 1.

A.—COMMUNICABLE DISEASES, 1948,

NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES RECORDED IN NEW 30UTH WALES DURING THE YEAR ENDED

31at DECEMEER, 1948,

Public Health Acts, 1902-1937.
The Puablie Health Aet, 1202, provides that the Govermor may, by proelamation in the Governmont Gazette, declare that

ALY discnse therein named is an Infections discase,

Cases and Deathas Notified.

Notifabdo fram— 144 1T, 1848,
Cnsea, | Dheathn, | Cases. | Deathe | Cases. | Deaths,
Typhoid Fever and Paratyphoid ... Y, 1898 ... 23 a 28 17 2
T T P DT 8060 4| 150 2| 1,388 4
Diphtheria or Membranous Croup. L c 1,278 57 761 40 (1] 51
Bubonic Plagee .......coovimmmmmiammmnmsnmesnnn| 2300 January, 19005..... s
Infantile Paralysis (including any form of Acate Anterior) lst  Fobroary, 1912, L 62 a2 B a7 ]
Poliomyelitis, Policencephalitia of Polio-myeloen-  Dofinition T Hroe-
cephalitis). ﬂ.l;iﬁd: ldth Augmst,
Epidemic Cerehro-spinal Fever (Meningococcal Men:| 1lth D;tnher. 1als 1) 20 a5 x a2 ag
ingitis).
Eﬂmph;lit'", I,I:Itl|ﬂ.'rs.il:'.. e e Aphl‘ 1026 3 1 - 2 . |
e L fe R P o] 12th Angust, 1027 ...... nea ann 0 o =
gyr.hug Fower ... Ee 43 2 ] 12 1
ollow Fever ..occeeeevncnnis e e -] N S o - Bt
Fao L T e wasieiari i £ e 16th Augast, 1920 ..., 185 10 85 12 8 =
I T T e e SR SR S J 13th Auguast, 1937 ...... ad o 1 at =
R T af 28th Fobruary, 1038 ... 3 2 a
‘I‘uLmuln!i.l {all forms) lith May, 1845 ... 1,871 E1& 1,751 86| L3I a5
BOallpOT . ouciunaniasanssen | 17th September, 1M3...| ..
Total coeeecinnnien] T4 o7 | 4340 02 | 3848 30
Fopulstion  at  3lst! :
mber o 2045200 2,985,073 3,002,944

* Compiled as from Receipt of Notifieation,

Puablic Health Act, 1902

A total of 342 cascs of infectious discnse was notified
ander the Public Health Aet, 1002, during 1248 or 395 leas

eases than in 1047. The mumber of ensea motified

Public Health (Amendment) Aet, 1915,

from the

147 municipalities and 134 shires and the uniocorporated
portion of the Western Divislon; the deaths due to these in-

feetions; the age and sex of the patients; and the sénscmil
imeidenee of the various diseascs are shown in appended Table
I-IV (p As bndieated below, the venepeal diseases
Ar# null#;b]p uveder the Veneres] Disenses Aet, 1918,

12.15).

Pylmonary Tuberewlosis—A sarvey by the Dircetor of the
Tubercalosis Division is on page 63,

Venereal Diseases Act, 18918,

Cases of venereal disease notified in 1048, numbered 4,108,
& deerease of B12 eases on the number
The Report of the Direetor of the Di

éﬂ’m“ reeeived in 1847,
sion is on page 31,
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Tam.n I.—Notifiable Infectious Diseases—Cases and Deaths, each Local Area in the Metropolitan Combined Sanitary Districta—1948,
Typhokl and Seathet Cerelio- [ Tubéreuloats
Betimated | PRBATEDOM | g, | Dipaheria |Ih'hl'E;I,"2;. :Il-:t':ﬁi- ‘ o | T | s v
Muskipaliiy or Ghire, Menm " | : |
Pogedat bon. - T 1 : RS |
|

{‘.Iﬂ.if.'ll. l.:.l].'l.lﬂ.ill.iﬂ. II.|E.|II.|E.I|:I.|E.|[I..

MesToTFaLITIES,
Aydoey, City af o I EasD ] ey EAg & gy 2 B 4 ol IS M 1 S 3 L
pxandmif ... : BO60 | of e 3N B A 25 g (VSRR | | R = a
Annamdabe ... 12,500 i T T
Ashfeld ... 43,810 17 E 1 15
Auburn ... 32450 14 3 z 1 4
Balmain ... 18,200 1 8 1 1 K (T 1%
Bankstown AT B 31 1] 2 1 was un a i 13
Beoxlow ,....x 37,670 25 4 T e R [ G
Botany ... 4,580 12 - s 1 o 1 4
BHer w008l . oonanesanasmnnnans nnm SLEN | | =] 1B a 1 2
Cabramatia and Canley Vale) 101560 | ... | .. 1 & 2 2 1 1 T
CanbeebilTy wiuansnnssmsesmseees: 250 | .. .| 70 = 4 Lo 1 2 1 20
Coneord .. H.070 1 17 ] o 5
Darington ... 3,00 1 X 3
Drrummoynn 43020 18 3 I i 12
Imndas ... 7,570 4 o 3
Eaatwood, . 4,320 2 an s A 5 2
Enficld ... i R_ﬂhhm |§,.ﬁﬂ|; : 3 . 2 1 4 a
Ermington 74 I T 1
Erskinev . 6,380 | 4 Fa S 1 ]
Fairfield 7,280 2 e [
Glebe .. 20,470 4 = (it 1 8
Granville 27,980 15 11| 2 1 1 L] 2 [
Halrayd 25,580 ] e 2 1 1 b
Hunters Hill 11,810 B o | R 2 3
Hurstville 2 ) [ 1 | i 10
Ingleburmn... 3410 1 1 i v oun 1 i 2
Kognrah ... - (88 7 1 2 | [ : 12
*Eu-ring-goi 40870 K] 3| .. 1 Er [ i w ] [
Lane Cove 2p A0 4 S | A1 3
Leichkardt 20,130 L] &l 1 - [ o
[.:L - 13,1000 I%l' & 2 1 o e ; 2 I;
Manly .....c... 30,000 1| 18 - WS 2 s 1 | [T
Marrickville Al 240 25 3 1 ) [ 5 w20
Mascot 18,260 4 = &
Maman . 27,150 1 b1 s F W 1 g e 1 10 [}
Newtown 24,950 1 1ix 2] .. - a | [ 1 i T
North Sydney 60,270 a1 2 1] it 1 1 1 v | 1T
Paddingten ... 24,500 12 2 1 1 T 1] (s 5 P i |
Parramatls 21,330 12 1 1 S b ||
Petersham 20 1 3| - 1 2 1 1] ] = s
Randwick 102,010 Gl 17 2 3 4 1 L] i dE
Ralfiern 18,5850 10 L] 1 3 1 4 13
Raockdale 48,850 (11} 10 1 2 2 | B e i
Byde ...... 38170 ] 1 1 i A e B
Bt. Peters.... (EELLI [} 3 : - Bl [ [
Strmthfield 14,550 1 13 i ol | Ml &
Yauclass ... D060 1 4 12 o s 3
Waterloo ... 11250 i 3 1 L 1 3
Wav T4 a5 1 3| . 4 1 A Ly ..| 18
Wil G2, 770 23 1 o 1 | [y fi
Wonllahra A, 5 a1 2 2 1 2 1 1 12
Bmmes axn Porr Jacksox.

Hormaby ..oocinmvinmmmmmmmninnes] Sh0 | ] ) B0 G T 1 e I e L ees L | RS T
Warringsh ...coveanmmnenan]|  3RIH0 | ES ey ] [ ] | Vil FH L | e et | e | ey e 4
Harbouwr of Port Jackson ...
Tl e simmainin 1,526,860 7 L|805 ) 1 (187 17| &6 1| 47| 15 i ‘ 1| o8| 13| .. | 568

* Undulant Fever—Kuring-gai Municipality, 1 case,
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Tanue [V.—Notifinhle Infectious Diseases, Cases and Deaths, Each Local Area in the Bichmond-Twesd Health Districi—1048.

o] Searlet Cerehro-aplsal | hus Tuergeral T
Eviimated | PURUEEM | Fever. \ Dightbwec. | Uit | v Infeciion. | (AN Forsas).
MunicialSiy or Shirr, Mean |
Population B :
o | . . | 1. | (4 | . | a. | . | 0. | I | . | I | &, | .
MrsIoIFALITIES
3,230 3 1
820 i 4|
8420 [}] 1 A a
3,840 1 3 2
15,440 3 3 ] | 1
1,700 2 1 ,
1,040 3 |
1,640 1
BHRIRES,
B, B 1 [ an | 1
2AL0 4 i
3,930 1
4,600 3 1 |
11,530 2 12 3 1 1
7,000 1 2 1 1
4,780 1 1
19,610 1z 12 e |
4,350 1 10 |
113,790 3 25 75 - 3 2 [} J 1 1 54 | 11

* Undulant Fever—Lismore Municipality, 1 case.

Tanre V.—=XNotifiable Infectious Dissases, Cases and Deaths, each Local Area in the Mitcholl Healih DNsirici—1948,

- .
anil |
s | gt | gt | e, | foe | g | pume | S
Municipality or Skire, Mewn =
' I [F :
c. E D, | C. ] D. | € | D | C. I .| e | v | e | D. | a |r-
MUNICIFALITIES.
11,930 3 | I 3
21 400 & a a 1 | | 10
1% T @ 3 | 1
[ Cer) .
4,190 2 8 1 ' 3 | 1 2
13870 3 Jiiiy ) 1 : 2
BHIRES.
D araromabl i 2910 1 | 1 2
Blaxhand .......cccoccnnem 340 4 it : : 1
Canobolas ........cocecnnnee lﬁ :}. 2 2 ;
mm ............... anm nn 1 '
COLEIg - vvvsvv i sonsenne 3,320 1 1 . . | 1
m‘m ............... B, 000 Il 1 2 | ,
Pl iﬂg T o | o , : : 1 ; "
| f"ﬁ" .............. 360 | 1 2 . | 1
: T 115,580 | 1 i ) T I ) I I I S [ [ =
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PNEUMOMNIA

Annuzl Ceath Rate per 100,000 of Population in Mew South Wales, 1875-1948
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INFLUENZA

Annual Death Rate per 100,000 of Population in Mew South Wales, 1875-1548
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Tasee VI—XNotiflable Infectioes Distascs—Cases and Deaths, Each Local Area in Remainder of Stato—1048.
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Tirre VI.—Notifiable Infections Disoases—Cases and Deaths, Each Local Area in Romaindor of State—108—sonfinusd,

Shire. Mean

Seariet I
Fever. lbrt:.

ani Parae
Pover:

1
Corebeos
Tnifanbils ! inal |
Paralysk.

In- |
it

|

Taler-

enlod B
fAll

Fspem),

Puerperal
Iufection,

¢-|D.-t {'.|'D.IG.ED.1L'.

Il.|¢.il.r.|1.‘.

e

n.ic\.|1:.|4::.|1:.|uin..-

i

=
Gundagi

i

EHIRES,

. 0
i — 5
T e e A T T S — A
fl 7 =R o
B3l dm e SH D e CHBET 1 el ©
A S e
e R
—

B s endnin
SR e

N T

x n
i & omom
Aoaowom

-

-

T i o
1 [

B | .
5 3=
4 % |
e i |5
1
4
1
iy = z
£ 5 z
2 3
¢ e e
L i
G e vl ;
S e
e

Wl

P = .
Poi RSl s

=
E l.p-w;

-t d 402

L=

B

1

7l e 5
= e i
i i |7
] | 7y
o LR 1
:::5::: =
:::;::: i
e (e o
i bl (e el Sl
il 5

'ZI|IIZ A

* On st October, 1948, the
Murrarundi. Figures

are shown for the

by of Murrurandi and the Skiro of Warrsh were amalgamated to form the Shime of
Tangis.

year on the new



20

TasLk Vi=Notifiable Infections Disenses—Casa and Deaths, Esch Local Area in Remainder of Stato—198—oontinued,
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MEASLES

Annual Death Rate per 100,000 of Population in Mew Souch Vyales, 1875-1948
FEy

B

RS BRI

o R ol e i FITR | .



Tasre VIL—XNotifiable Infectious Discascs—Cases and Deaths by Sex and Apge, Each Health District—1045,

Tubescwlaks

e

meonggEss

=
=

=

ML B LT - T
B - B

cose. | Dratim

Daths.

i E _:Hﬂ!:na“a i : HHANER = = R L] - 1 -
E E ﬂl‘“ﬂ-l“;!a:! 5 - II-HE:E :-_ L ! = i e L Ed - -
- é N L B = IR T O B T 'I-Iu{::'.:gll Lo Jf 000 B o BRI R
E_ 3 T ll REE RN i = L~
!, = it b S PR T teitatetat 1 I -
E ThoRiEd ey da P e ijfeifegidad
i = - _“ e [ B B oo mhplo L= g
3 wltimrmrr i FoHe A S e ol IR SR L T
2 i o [FE R | BEELLLEEEN S
! iR R | B
}% é | R A ERERERE RS
Al e A | B e
t eed| Kk sddl - FEEESS FHE-E | = e BT
] .
%1 | Bttt g | R E bt
Lol B R TarRECEs B e i | =R (10 e B | el [ Lo I8 BB, :

1 %8| 1547

Infantfle Paral
s,

Ihanhs,

METROTOLITAN CoMmNED BaNirany DisTeiors,

T M AT | = ﬂiﬂ- ar

J-.|r. T u.lr.lr. n.]n|:. u:.|r.l':. |r.|r.|:. u,lr.lt. u.]r.|:. :|r..|r.ili.I:-r.|r.|r.1H.]r.|'r- x|r | "—|?-ET~ ."-|"-i"'- *‘i" "'|"|T‘

| R e T 11
E b e e e I ] L e
R|CIRM— i AR~y wpmemrrrrrig  gleaent et
=i : IETEEEEE 0 FEFETEE
i e LT KT
5 g|mgR==re o g|iaree i m|eemmiiiiir o
g|ragare—n .  pleggrene gy alleegasi =
| 3 TSI T (e
l! : R b ;;;;;;;;;1 =
1 ) El BT I M T
Piommh Domml Mol Hopgh




23

LI

i b e bt S U RE B o bt R f Bt~ - £ 2 "':ﬁgﬂ'&':—:ﬁ i
E i S ] T Rl imameeay g wezpuoRd
] RN o ==
!. H. = -T2 ] L -1 P E H Erﬂnﬂ-ﬂ H : f"-"*E':-ﬁﬂ E H npfhszaﬁﬂ s
g - s Halal - I OB ﬂ__g- e
Eg ;T bl L A S - nen el mee—
P ot R e L D Bl S = o Bl e - Hodn
. g LY  Nh AR A e B B e 5 T = Hafig
E = oo per e S P E R R e R 1 H L
g L CHH A e g i-'.r:::_. = i e
[ T f b L P T R R T H -' et Lol
N 3B EEITEE = w | g immee
[ - B S 1T = I _-
E L SEEEETEEEE L 1R
= driiE e Hepb e e i w3 i e
& PR AT RS 1ok flegen n e
T s bt B S8 BE O 2] Fopchng .
T H EH AR R I SRS | et
i l; B e - - s - - = -y [ ] LSRRk - ﬂ ﬁ;=ﬂﬂ'rrrr -
3 g“l_. book Eeai e {8 EDHARE Lo ptile S LT R R E;""“-
E -:_ el [l e S oSSR Be o et B SRE®H ;==
-! [ i LR | [ R a | =mm
e F [ TR G a o BT N L H| O B T L ]
| LN o oo e I
..E‘ .......... E .......... g HEH E ]
= Eﬂ' ;'*F-H;;z;ig prlrrr g W mAEH ey e B (OgEaTas o
g [ g" TR i i3 E“ o i _—'-: §= ""=:"'-- =
’i T = i E i E:-igii E-EE" ol i E=-.a"r-:::::
6| Er|imiieiaci: 1|: TR T 2 |=a i
i? EE:'-E ______________ hﬂﬂ—::::-;; n-'l_hh-l- (=
S il B il e e R
, " WS mlrirmiiiii: gleszmaesm - glaggREmmcev
!T i [ Hl saaaiiiiii | BYRRScHeE ;o i“"ﬁ"““"“
T mijwe samicisie mlrimrriior gllegpewe oA § ﬁgg:n"“":‘;
= ERE T PR RS o [kl S ST
P e iy H_:-h-i::-.::::i"
c L H T ) M b ik 1 iBEidEE e
: E ] A R PRESREGESE Gl EEbevEti "_""':Eiiiffg
i I o= glegm=a- g i |2ggesaan
! ! w | | mEeeiii S| Fmiiiiii g|-sgamaw~::3 g[°p2uEaE= o §
H _="_ - e e Lot [T T B B B R = ﬂ“:lﬂll— 'ng E FEE“::'“ b ¥
= i 14 i SR = EEEE“EEE:Ei " EEF!_EEEE?{
E i [ £ EEEnD | oniEtEd T E :s"asaaas.:i
I = e R R i P S T e = ::::"‘!EEEEE = R e
- =|irsramaas AEIRR | Baliea TR Al Mosetia f

i
1

TR
[T R
ZH'.|I' T
1
7 s
7| 2

I : P i
|!! ! 1 !."..-::...!
& srpzios SR EEREES _E:::r

: !‘-%ﬁiiﬂ[l gizf:;:,ﬂ LT 113




24

WHOOPING COUGH
Annual Death Rate per 100,000 of the Population in New South Wales, 1875-1948
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Tanie VI —Notifiable Infections Discases—Cnses and Deaths by Month, each Health District—I1948—comtinued.
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TYFHOID FEVER

Annual Death Rate per 100,000 of Population in New South VWales, 1875-1948
Annual Case Rate per 10,000 of Population in Mew South Wales, |898-1948
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SCARLET FEVER

Annual Death Rate per 100,000 of Population in Mew South Wales, |875-1948
Annual Case Rate per 10,000 of Population in Mew South Wales, 1893-1948
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DIVISION OF S0CIAL HYGIENE,

Report of the Director, Division of Social Hygiene, to the Director-General of Public Health, for the Year Ending
i 31st Ducomber, 1548,

Staff,
Direetor: J. Cooper Booth, M.B., ChB, (Edin.).
Senioer Medical Oficer: T, H. Abbott, M.B, Ch.M. (Byd.).

Medical Officers: F. A. Brierley, M.B. (Syduey); J. P.
Barry, M.B.,, B.S. (Syd.).

Clerical: L. Mahor, foar assistants and typiste.

Benior Clinie Adswistant: R, 0. Lowry with elinie assistant
and soven attendants.

The total for notificationa reeeived for the year 1048 was
the lowest recorded sinee the Venereal Disenses Act, 1018,
ecame into foree in December, 1920,

Thure wos a decreass of 812 a8 compared with the previeus
year. This disease was due to a continued deeline in the
Bumber of eases of gonorrhoea.

There was an inerease in the total syphilis nnd of the
syphilis netified 55.8 per eemt. were acuto infeetions,

The total acute syphilitic infections amounted to 618 whick
Fun is the highest vei recorded sines the Aet enme into
BT,

Compared with many other countries gur ineidense of neale
syphilis iz still low but over recent yenrs there has been
a disturbing imcreasc.

In 1944 the incidenee of neote syphilis was 7.1
mean lation; 9.0 in 1845; 180 in 1844; 17.
and 2004 per 100,000 estimated population in 1948,

Behind cvery infection there is sn infecting source which
should be investigated aud brought under comtrol. Lack of
aidequate begislation provents us  from  “following up™ the
information made available by an infectod person.

Until we have the suthority again available which was
embodied in the lapscd National Sccurity (Venereal Ihacascs
and Mn:mﬂm{mRGpItlinnl. there is grave danger of n
slow build op in the incidones of seute syphilis

The necessary amemdments o the Veneral Discnses Act,
1918, have already been asked for and are, it is understood,
utder eonsideration.

r 10410
in LM7;

Prophylaxis.

Thmﬂlﬂnﬂh facilities at the Divisional Clinie eontinoed
Lo ba by nln number of men and 19065 treatments
wero given during the year.

Eighty-three per cent, of treatments were given during the
mn and early morning hours and at week ends.

Divisional Clinic.

The elinie for the treatment of males, which is operated }T
lhe Division, treated 6,783 persons of which mumber 1,176
carried forward from the previous year.

= turm-over for the year was 84 per cent. which left a
-over of 1080 for the following year,

the 5607 paticnts who were added during the
21 w.lmguhjmrmmhmtu&gmiﬂ:

The Outlook in Regard to Control of Venereal Digenge,

The introduction of penicillin has made a very groat differ-
enee in regard to the control of venorcal disease, Gonorrhosa
is beconiing less common and it is probable that it may
Lecome m minor health |II‘|}'|:|E:||| within = very e VO,

The vatlook in regard to syphilis is =till oot elear in sprite
of the recont introduction of pew mothods of penicillin
therapy which appenr promising, Time nlone, measured in
years, can prove the pormasency of apparent enres and sufi-
eient time hos not yot clapsed to enable o frm opinion to be
expressed.  Many patients who have received ponieillin treat-
ment for aeube syphilis appear to bo cured if ome may judge
by the records available,

Puablicity.
Sineo the end of the war there hos beon o marked deeline in
press publicity regarding venereal disease,

Tho Director of the Division gave twenty-four lbectures
during the year which was two more than the previous wyear.

These talks, given to adults, dealt with sex education amd
venereal discase,

VENEREAL DISEASES ACT, 1818,

Report oai Matifieations Heewived during the Year cmded 31st
Deeomber, 1948,

Four thousand ose hundred amd ||5|||_~1:|.--||'g||q motifications of
venerenl discnse were pecobved during the vear 1948, a deerense
of K12 s ﬂlﬂlphﬁ'l] with the previous year. The notifieations
received from private proctitioncers nmounted to 20,1 per eent.
of the total ms eompreod with 131 per eent. in L1M7 and
106 per cent, in 1945, The majority (#2.2 per cont.) of the
notifientions eambo from the metropelitng area.

Syphilis.
There wore 1,107 motifleations of syphilis, which was an
inereass of nl.lh‘.'lj'-:c'l.'nn on the nomber reccived during the
previons vear. The sex ratio was 2.0 malea to 1 fomale,

Of the cases notified, 155 per cent, werg heing trested
privately, as compared with 12.7 per eent. in 1847 and 11.2 per
eent. in 1946,

Byphilia contributed 264 per cont, to the total netifications
of vemereal disease, as compared with 20.1 per cent. in 14T
amd 1890 per cent. in 1946,

Of the syphilitie infeetions wotiflod, 818 cnses (555 per
cemt.) were elassiffed as seute infections, as compared with
618 (51.3 per eent.) in 1947 amd 532 (519 per cent.) im 1046,

The notifieations of syphilis gave an incidoses of 388 per
100,000 of mean population for 1948, as eompared with 33.8
in 1947 and 350 in 1044,

Goneorrhosa,

Of the 4,180 total notifications received during the year,
2884 were for gomorrhoos (2,573 males and 311 females), =
figure 008 below that for 1947. The sex ratie of notified
capes was 8.3 malea to 1 female,
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The wnetifications reecived from private practitioners
amounted to 19.2 por cent, of the total gonorrhoes, as com-
pared with 117 per eent, in 1947 and 80 per cent. in 1946
The percemtage of gonmorrhoen in the totnl notifieations of
venereal disease recoived during 148 was 687 per eent., as
eompared with 756 per cent, in 1847 and 77.1 per cent. in
1846,

The notifieations of gomorrhoca gave an incidones of H5.3
per 100000 of mean Enpulntinu, as comparsd with 1269 in
1947 and 1423 in 1946,

Other Forms of YVenereal Discare.
Beft Chanere (Chanceroid) —Ning eases (all make) wWare
reported.
fronovaceal Dplithalnvia—There were mo notifications,

Femereal Warts.—Eighty-five eascs were notifled (eighty
male and five female).

Gleet =There were 114 mobifieations.
Fenereal Gronwloma,—There were no notifentions.

Failure to Continue Treatment.
During 1945 the names and sddresses of 1057 defaulters
0 mabes and 157 female) were nobified, This fgure was
474 below that for 1847,

On necount of ionceurate information having been pgiven
or patients having failed to notify change of address, 312
letters were  reforned IlIII:'lniII.I'L'll—Hi.lu':iIIH 205 per eent. wm-
elnimed Motters, ns compared with 374 per eent, in 1047 and
0.8 per cent. in 1HG

The following talle shows the percentoge of defaulters who
remained pormancnt defaulters:—

. 2 ) Totatrasss || Ramarmal | Eaatting

A otiiied, | Died or Left | in Default. | in Defanlt.

[ Etate,
Fer cent,
1k 1,120 H1ix a1 252
1845 1156 | 5 | G A0-3
1946 1,208 il 5D 40-7
M7 | 1531 1% L] 40-4
s | 1,087 853 404 382
Clinies.

Attendanecs at eliniea for males totalled 72,150 (754 per
cent. of this total representing attendances at the Health
Department Clinfe in the Division of Secial Hygione), as
compared with 84,3502 in 1947 and 94,446 in 1946,

At the clinics for females the nitendances were 11,775
{833 per eent, of this total being at the Speeial Clinic at the
Bachel Forster Hoapitnl for Women and Children), as eom-
]mm'l, with 12,507 in 147 and 17,281 in 1948,

The sex ratio of attendances was 6.1 males 4o 1 female, as
compared with 6.7 males to 1 female in 1047 and 5.5 males to
1 female in 1046,

.‘h’l:"ﬁl}ﬁi!ﬂh District ==Ten clinies are available. Thi
clinie at the Health Dopartment is continuous doring the day
closing, in regard to trestment, at 730 pm. on Monday,
Tuesday snd Tharsdny snd at 5 pm. om Wedneaday and
Friday. Prophylactic facilitiea are conting lmi.'l.ul:{u day
and might at the Departmental Clinke and 1 E;_E:n ¥laetie
treatments were given during 1048, as compared 8,287 in
IMT npd 16452 in 146,

Neweasile DHstrich.—Tho clinie at the Newcastle Hoapital
'H'I:"«'i'-’ﬂl 714 per cont, of thoso notified from the Moweastls

istrict. Prophylectic facilities are available at Neweastle
Hoapital.

District  General  Mospitals—Treatment is  available at
country bhospitals

Red  Adecommodalion—Beds are available in the metro-
pelitan area for males and females ns required,

Pathalagieal Examinations.

In 1948, 46,277 serclogic tostsa wers made om 21 341
mens, s compared with 47,602 on 22315 in M7 and 70,517
on 32,208 in 1944

Diring 1048, 7,567 smears were examined for gonocoeei,
ns pomparsd with 9755 in 1047 and 14,783 in ]“{n

Ezaminations for ireponema pallidum nombered 657 in
1948, ns compared with 765 in 1047 and 588 in 1946,

Prosecutions.

Action was inkon sgainst 309 persons for breneh of yeetion
5 of the Act (failure bo continue under treatmsent). This is
iglfucmnm of ¢ over the number proceeded sgninst during

The following tables are appended :—

Table 1.—Notifieations received during 188 arranged in
order of distriet from which notifications came.

Table 2—Return of cases of venereal disease notified
during 1948, showing forms of diseass and age and
sex af paticnts.

Table & —Summary of total nttendnnees at various publie
clinies durlng 1948, 5

Tasre L—=XNodifications received 1046 to 1 arranged in
order of m i

MetropoBias Arva. Fﬁm' Mﬂ.‘r
IHl!.r 1047, I PO, | 130, 1947, lll.l.l RG] 1847 1948,

045 | 2250 | EANZ | 330 | 407 | 181 | U560 | ¥28 | A1

"y =50 | 1,021 H 41 42 41 | 103 £l

ES 21 L i man e AT Ao o

4| a6k | ak4 | .. 1 Sl | R

s o ] B || el

L el T 1 e
Venereal dipummboma 1 P 2, e i 1 s
Tatal . 455 4320 | 35T ml 125

TaeLe IL.—Return of Cases of Venereal Discases notifed diarng 1S, showing forms of Disease and Age and Sox of Patient.
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ANMNUAL REPORT FOR 1948—CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL FOR THE PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED.

Mectings.
Eleven Mectings of the Couneil and twelve of the Exocative
Commitiee were held duoring 1948,

Periannel.

Following the resignation of Mis Docker, Mra, Phileox,
Deeupational Th{-rﬁpl-,l.t, Department of Boeinl ﬁl:':l".‘ﬂ'.‘i:*. WikH
appointed to the Council ns co-opled membor represeanting the
Anstralinn Asseciation of Oeeupationn]l Therapists.

*Notifications of Poliomyelitis.
Eighty-seven confirmed notifieations were received during the
FEAr,

An additions]l ten notifications were later caneelled, owing
to amended dinguoses:—Three injury (1 at birth}, 1 Cerchral
Abscess, 1 Aeute Ostecmyelitis, 1 Pharyngitis, 1 Museular
Rhoumatism, 1 Guillain Barre Syndrome, 1 Rickets, 1 Hbeo-
matie Fever,

Mouthiy Incifence necording to the dote of cuset of illmess
was ns follows:— i

Table L

. 18,

Fabiruary

MERPGh ....ccccceimninnnininm

April .
Ry sum

e e e S Wi b

July

rrrrr

The remabuing thirtcen eases had their onsel in December,
1847,

Grengraphical Distribution,—Fifiy-six cases wore from tha
Metropolitan aren; thirtyome enses were from the following
roral distriets :—

Munter River District, 6,

City of Wollongong, 1.

Hhires: Dumarcesq, &; Gostwyek, 3; Marthaguy, 1¢ Win-
gades, 1; Peel, 1; Canobolas, 5; Patrick Plains, 1;
Yomes, 2 Cudgegong, 1; Lyadburst, 1; Walgett, 1;
Macleny, 1; Barrnngong, 1; Narraburra, 2

*Compiled os from date of onset.

Tanue I
Hospital Adccommodalion—Fifly-seven eases Wwere admitted
to Metropolitan Hospitals; five coses were admitted to New-
castle Hospital: twemty-two cnses were admitted to Country
Hoapitals; three ensés wens mursed ot kome.

Tante IIL.

Sex.—Forty five enses (51,7 per cent.) were femnles; forty-
two cases (4853 per cont,) were males,

Tamee IV.
Age—Ti+2 per cont, of the case were under the age of 10 years i—
Ages, | Maless, Females, ] Total, | Per Cent.

1 | 4 5 57
9 | 20 b ] 313
16 11 27 312
a 2 11 1246
4 3 i 60
3 1 4 46
4 4 40
1 1 1-1

42 45 &7 (1]

eent.
males, 20 fomales) had some form of paralysis, thirty-six,
414 per cent, (20 moles, 10 females) wore non-paralytic.

Severily.—0f the cighty-soven cases fifty-one, BH.G

Al

The ffty-one eases were followed wp twelve-fifteen months
after the onset of illoess, Fifteen showed no after-effects,
sevemteen hasl mild paresis, fifteon had moderate fo severs
residual paralysis, and foar had died.

Tampe V.
Forms of paralysis and severity in ffty-one enses:—

Severe— | o0 Nom-
Furm. Cases. | el Slight. “"”“‘I Fatal,
4 13 16 14 1
[ pm.nJ'] 3 1 1 1
Combined ecncephalitis 4 1 1 2
5l 15 17 15 4

Deaths~Four cases (4.8 per cent.) died. Three fomabes,
one make,

TinLe VI
Draeation I
Caie, | Bea. Jﬁ. of Form. Remarks,
Onset. | iness |
FO[ M. | 12 yr | 8 days) Fulbar- Very sudden omeel. Wenb Lo
i :‘-m
PE | F, | 2wmiks 10 ., | Encephalitic .| Onset  with Exifia
AT.|F. |18 , |20 , |GSploal Acwle febrile ossel, Puralysls
| = . develoged near eed of llines,
DU F. | Sym [ 10 Ik .| Measlen T weeks ﬂ“ [
myelitds 2 #

After-pare.~The procties was eontinsed of circularisin
medlieal proctitioners and tals motif
cases, thus ecmleavouring to follow up
Mew South Wales.

The Medieal Officer conducted f
Bridge-strect in  conncetion  with

Tweniy-two visits were poid to paticnis in
fwelve b0 those in instilutions,

Eighty home visits were made by the Almoner, amd the
historiea of 150 pationts brought wp to date throwgh the
11:-—0]? r.;ﬁrm of the records departments of twelve metropotitan
vospitals,

The Almoner also visited West Maitland, Cesspock, New-
casthe, afd Gosford Distriets in connestion with after-cars
of known poliomyelitis cases,

Other Ag\unrinl visited in eonnection with

cnsg in

-ininimhnliE
re  ATTAEEeINOE
their homes, amnd

or
training of physically handieapped persons inels Hawhkes-
bury Agrieultural College, the Far West

Homes, Parramatta, SBydney Technieal Colleges, and the New

wnstle Boeiety for Crippled Children

Expenditare  in  econnection  with  After-eare  activitiea
amounted to 265 O0s. Bd
{a) Payment for Muscle re-education to
cans at the Far West Home, Manly ( Ha.).
{b) Payment for physlothorapy st homo, to patients (8
unalde to travel to Cot-patient Clinies, or to aff
private feea (£207 ds. Gid.).

(e} ?gu;:g:l to Orthopaedie Clinies  (ome  patient)

() Payment for appliances (Ewo surgicnl corsets, one
plaster boot) (E£12 5, ).

Cages ilwstrabing After-cove arranged by the Council,

1, LMeC. (M), act 34 years. A elerk, with a wife and
child, developed polismyelitis in June, 1946, and was in
Imqli.tnl for two vearn and thres monthe, On

wns wearing o Taylor’s brace and short i wis
unnble to travel to a elimie, or afford at
home, The {}unnnillhurﬂm M'ﬂl for ﬂ-ﬁ
hysiotherapy until the pa Wik L to

‘;hﬁrl ﬂhu.ﬂru and resume light elerical rﬁh

o B (M), not © years, The Almoner visited the
beme of RO, who contracted poliomyelitis in 1948, He
bad been in hospital rurﬂr m’lir: Mﬂuﬂjnll, and Elﬂ!
receivin ysiother wearing o

g 7h apy Ei. Lo m m

ents were extpemely worried about
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B—PUBLIC HEALTH

REFORT OF THE GOVERNMENT ANALYST FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER,

ADMINISTRATION.

1948,

Staff.

Govarmment Analyaf.—larald I, Taylor, M.C., V.D., D.Be,
FIC, F.ACL

Hecond Govermment Adnalyst.—Arthur D,
AACT

Semior Assizlant Govermment Analyst—Robert G, O'Brien,
ARTC, FACIL

Analysis—Erncat 8. Ogg, BBe. (Hon.), AACL;
I'APH"’ AET.C, ALALCE;

Dililey, AR T.C.

Willliam
Thomas A. MeDonall, AET.C,
Anthony Dadour, BBe; Lister Clark, ART.C,

Tho number of samples examined in the Chemieal Laboratory
during the voar 1048 nmounted to 26433, comprisieg 23424
-.tll"i:u submitted in comneetion with the administeation of
the re Food Aet, 2,002 samples oxomined for the Pubilic
Horviers of the Btate, and 17 samplea examined for military
authorities.

Midk.—The milks examined for the purposes of the Pare Food
Aet totalled 150 !mh|11r1|gu4 B35 samples eollected in the
Metropolitan Aren wnicipal and Shire Inspectors,

AACL ; Jobn Plowman, AS.T., AAOTL;
ARTLO, AACL; G, E, Whitenan, B.Se,

Laboratory Adssistanis—Yictor Willlama:
!!.I},il,; Ronnld MeDwomough,

Laboratory Assisfandz in-fraining.—B. Neill,
Laboratory Atfendani.—Ivan Rateliffe.
Shorthancheriler and Typist—Marie H':,-m]-,

fica Aesistants.—Yera Sphors, Margaret Ryan.

.T. w. ﬂ. :‘\.'u-‘:ulu:l.un.

John A. Horan,

N. Piper.

3,30 Mmllil:"l eollected by the same swthoritica in eouniry
districts, and 4,983 snmples submitted by the Milk Board,

Of the total namber of milks eollected in the metropalitan
nren, 2,15 per ecenmt, eontravencd the standard, while 4.4 per
cent. of those eollpcted in the country, and 345 per eent. of
the smmples submitted by the Milk Board failed bo conform,

Thoe following table pives particulars of the distriets of
eollection and the kind awd proportion of adnlierations found :—

Metropolitan Commt Submitted by

Dhisbrich of CoBOTHON 1 vsinseissinnmssiveimsisimiissmrsissiisin Arca, ] Districta. Milk Board. | Tetal-

Nunibor of niilk samplos collocted 7,038 T304 | 4,953 15,025

Number and proportion of adulterated samples— Xo, |Porcopt. No. |Per cent, I Ko |'I"cf cent.| No, |Per cont.
Deflciont in milk-fat na (R 112 338 | i 14 a 1-45
Containod adidod water 101 132 47 142 | 1M 202 244 1-58
Deficiont in milk-fat and contained adided water ... 10 013 | ] o1 15 LS
Contained added water and quantity of rust  ............... 1 0l | 1 -2 2 01

Tatal adulterations 185 | 215 10 | 46 | 1w | 348 | 4o | 341

The samples other than milk submitted in eonnection with
the ndministeation of the Pure Food Act nmounted to 7499,
of which 505 were found to be adulterated or falsely deseribed.

The following talle gives partieulars of the whole of the
food and drug adolterations recorded

Number of Mumbser of
HNature of Sample. Adulterated Particulnrs of Adulteration. Nature of Sample. Adultorated| Particulars of Adulteration.,
Famples. Samples, |
1 Incorrectly labollod. Clove cordial ..o 1 Incarrectly Inbelbsl,
1 Urn‘tt for i'r.m consump-  Cocktail cordials, drinks, Contained artificinl essence
wle. and sdded gum,
2 ‘l,.’ml't.l.b]-n» for sale. s e e 1 Incorrectly labelled.
1 Mo methyl violet prescnt.  Caffee and chicory eesence... 1 Found o be nieotine
1 Tneorrectly labe sulphate.
O B e e ek e s e s o 1 Dieficient in milk-fat.
1 I"Iurtlsul charasteristica  Dripping  ..ooocovmmeemnnnnen 1 Unpleasant odor and con-
taimed  proportion  of
8 Mmul in trods Sbre. alirt.
T Deficient in crude bre, Fish, fresh 1 Undit for human comsump-
15 Deficient in erude fbre. thon.
1 Excess mosturo. ar MDD oo i 8 Undit for human consamp.
2 Incorrectly labeliod, tion.
1 Unanitalle for Bousehold = i A 3 Unsuitahlbe for sabo,
e = S A e 3 Proportion of tins slightly
4 Found to tain [ VL
matier .:?I th“ i Wrongly labelbed.
1 Rancid and hlo for 1 Propartion of tins hlown.
table use, 1 I"-.-u'u::‘ln cantain grains of
1 Exoesa defleiont BAR
in III..I:‘:'L'“ 1 Founal to ke mineral wil.
| Inecrrectly described, 1 Packed in dirty jars.
2 Made from damaged fruit. 2 Unsuitable for feod.
1 Contained aynithetic
flavouring. 1 Incorrectly I.lh-rllhi
1 Mouldy and unfit  For 1 ound contain
liuman consuuiption. m-ohmn




Number u:ll'F Numbser af
Nature of Sample. Adultersted Particulars of Adulterntion. Knture of Sample. Adulterated| Particalara of Adulieration.
Bamiplos | Samplos.
Grape fruit cordial ......... - | Contained citrus favour-  Passionfroit cordisls ..., 1 Diefickent in frait jules and
rame e cantained synthetic
Haoney 1 Rancid cidoar and taste flaveuring,
derived from paper seal- - Sy e 1 Contained synthetio
ing the jar. flavouring.
R e a1 e e 1 Packed in dirty container 1 Unanitable for human
Loing SOgAT  ..cccussssunsesnes 1 Exooss cornflour. mﬂ;&
Weak tincture of hodine ... 1 Deficiont in iodine, excess 1 inferior fat.
potassium  iodide and 1 [h
found to be perfiamed 1 Unn.iu.'bk for fnod,
JATBE  eeeuenannerrn i 17 Dieficient in frait. 4 Artificially coloared.
5 1 Incorrectly labelbed. 2 Found to be processed
= 1 High PO, cortent. pens.
Kola i Incorrectly labelled.
i ] Found to contain 4 Contaimed oxoeasive
saceharin, eolparing.
Laxative iablets ............ b W Inbelled. : Mustard picklbes ......... L Found o sontain
Lemon cordials, drinks, ete. 11 F ta ooRtain saccharin,
saccharin. Pineapple cordials, drinks, 1 mtained 'm
" " > 1 Deficient in fruit JFIN. ._m ERAC M08 Iﬂd
i = s 4 Contained added organic pum.
acid. o i i 1 Contained artificial
" " " 2 Contaied lemon essence :
and added gum. . - - 1 Had & and do-
a " " 2 Dofelent in citric acid and teriorated favour.
contained excoss [Iar- o " " 1 ﬂﬂ'ﬂiﬂdemm
wvative.
. 2 ]| T petaemtivenusnd;  Domens et | i
- o o preservatives e, o
2 & & 1 Preservatised  with  sali- Aavoured cordial 1 Contained cxcess preserva-
cylie acid, — imitation, tive amnd colouring
Lemon avaouring essence.... 1 Inoorreotly Inbelbed. matter and incorrecily
Leman flavouring essence, 1 Cantai propartion of
imitation, adirt. : 1 Unifit for food.
Lime cordials, drinks, ete.... 1 Found to contain o laksellesd,
saceharin. 1 Not made from olive oil.
i " " I Dieficient in fruit juice. 1 Twficlont in fatty acida.
8 W M 1 Contained lomon essenoe. 1
- o i 1 ﬂu-nil:;md added organic
" - i 1 Containid oxoeas preserva- | fained added water.
tive and incorrectly 1 Found to be underprool.
lakdled . 1 walet.
1 Found to be putrid, 1 Not labelbed in aocordance
1 Artificially colowred, th regalation.
44 Physical 3 characteristics 1 Found to be underproof.
unaatistaciory.,
1 Comtainod small nmount of
1 Omhmi'rnled and wunfit common malt. kel
for food 1 Dirty in appearnnce
4] INegally preservatized. n taste,
L] Ilegally preservatized, 4 Excessive mould eount.
119 Excess of permitted pre- 1 eoloured,
3 ; u:r-ru-:mn e 1 El.n:rﬂ mould  eount
PrBSErT!
11 Dilflp comply with 1 Excossive mould eount
limita: nl‘ ph. and defickent in non.
organic  tomato
1 Mot in necordance with :E.
prescription. 1 Incorrectly labelled.
2 Contained  added Lo I_§ Undit far COnAWmp-
tai ws
and quantity of st thom,
T3z Deficient in -fat. 1 Had fermented odour.
240 Contained adided water. 1 Packed in dirty bottbes;
15 | Deficient in milk-fat and unfit for haman con-
contained ndded water, sumption,
Oira cordials, syrups, 1 Contained ex Todal adulterations . 1
d:i;‘:iu. i, uw: .md mnp ind
T " " i PIIII.I:I'] o contain
P P b 2 Gmusm emsence Samplee submiiled for the Public Serviees of the Siate:
ke = + 1 Contaimod in and The samples sulanitted for the Public Services of the State
OXLLRS tive. (exeluaive of those cxamined for Defenes purposes) anstunted
- L1 L 3 Cm‘t-l.l Xokdk Preserve- tis g,ggg,
- - - 1 Mmuﬂlntmh ul d e et
contained mLm“ Subsidised Tugfituficng required the cxamimation of 444
prosecvati samples, consisting of foods, buman bair and nails, drogs,
4 1 » 1 W of tina in Pro-  paing fAnkes, cerchrospinal fluid, ete.
E'j'uhﬁ'i m"nm ruit 1 C Jwarn m‘ ::: The Government Stores Department submitted 312 samples
adibed gum. for examination, ineluding scaps, disinfectants, lubrieants,

inks, cleansers, drugs and pharmaeopoeial substonees,




uthoritics forwarded 801 exhibiis for examination
on with eriminal imvestigations, and 15 in regard
ministration of the ice Offences  Amendament
The following talle gives details of the various

5

Number of
Exhibits,

3&5:-:&-:- hMMﬂnEq&*

39

Bimfe Numieipal and Departmental Awthorities snbmitted
4806 gamples of water in comnection with the swpervision and
chemieal treatment of water supplies and swimming pools in
country distriets, and 108 samples for cxamination for the
purpese of ehecking the eficiency of sewernge  installations
nnd the control of the discharge of trade wostes and draisage
into public ploces.

Imdusivial Hygiene Awiborilies sobmitted 344 samples for
examination in eowncelion with cloims under the Workers'
Compensntion Aet, the diagnosis of illness doe ta aecupational
causes, conditions of emplovment in workshops and factories,
the ventilation of publie halls and thestres, ofe,

Miscellomeons Awihoritics submitted 180 samples for on
amination, including bedding material, foodstuifs, lubrieants,
drugs, olive pil, vte.

Military Awthorities submitted 17 samples for exnmination,
inclading foodstuffs, water sterilising tablets, ete.
Tam.z L.

Eamples examined doring the Year 1048, for the of the
Administration of the Pure Food Act, W

Nusgher
Nature of Sample, Snbmitted by, =I|I-‘,Er\l':a-lwd‘ mh;*
‘;trrd.nﬂ. Falwiy
801 A 1 B
weo| Fintod Inapestors ... ] ;
- smtanaias 1 S
14 " 1 1
1 " i &
................................. 1 11 i iy
i oo
Coroners’ Inguirics—Coroners roquired the cxpmination of 208 ul
exhibits in conmoction with 233 deaths which formed the sub- oy T
L Eﬁ, af palies Investigation. The following table gives partien- i i
ra of the results of chemieal cxamination: = b 2
Mk Mard Tnapectars.. . i b
Foadl Inspictonsd ..o 1 I
 Katare of Exhibt, Rosulf of Chemical Exasnination, of 3 3 (B
Theaibi, & F 1
2 1
2 ..
Vissees  [stomach  and| Negative for polios i 1 -
e , i
1 = . 1 i =l
: - - :‘ 3
il N ] 108 1
e L : bl 2
e 1 i :
& . 1 i =
- - 1 } '
{ - . 1 0 19
| : o
- " f : =
: ':h 1 2 i
) 1 i 3
- " i 3 il
e : I
Visctrn nnd biood : % =
& s 1 1 X :
Viscéin and urine i a| w
= : 573
o 1 [T o
- 1 a -
] 5
1 1 -
1 H .
g : B
i et
15 HH ‘.
1 -ur T
. 1,008 T
3l (1]
F 2,530 1ng
1 104
1 5:: i1
=33 L1
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Tanry [—=comiinmed, TARLE TT—comiimmed,
Number| Aduber: Authoeity Subulitlog, Nature of Sample, T
b i Adulier. Ll L
Nuture of Zample. Submiteed by. Ex- alied of b Hamples,
amined. | Falesly
Deseribel,
LE] Ao warf ARl e o o e 4
- ; TET N Druastmernt Iﬂlﬂl:qu - -
1 Abroleol, ahaoiuto l,:
= i
Methyl violet sewibon ... sa w 2
Phguikd taken from milk cans | i B
wTilk, eviiele nesd e o 5
2 Sered : 1
5 '|n-h - I = 1
litan IHstricts, | 1
g o 1 hl:lnlrijll and Shire ln-| 1,558 1| 1
p!;»dmi., Medropalitan 2
Liisiricis. | 1
e s creses| Posml Inagectors, Coifef 1,223 L5 ]
Ly THalFiets. 2
2079 L8 %
1
4.0 73 ]
i = H
4 a 1
a5 14 H
[l . &
4 1 ;
[ [l 21
1 ]
1 ] I-
1 =: 1
1 % Febilings lom ¥ 1 1
:i E MH vize phim phati, compound dFTUR 1
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Waker sbeafliving prowdes
Water stevillsing 1ablers

Sraff,

€. Willisms, M.R. Ban. I, one

C:Hlf Inspector Phili
i n'g'ﬂpﬂlllan Imapectors and two Country

Eenior Inspector, ten M
Iupnh::.

I herewith submit particalars of the work performed b
the Pure Food Braneh for the year ended 31st Deeemboer, 1
This work ingludes thmhhn of all plnces ;httzcmfaﬂ
or drugs are of expoacd sale, thir
with the illlimﬂl reqquired to b earried oot in ornder
to seemre tho
eontaminntion

wholesomeneas, cleanliness and freedom  from

of food and drugs, amd eomplisnes with the
m‘p\ﬂﬂ'ﬂn“ as sct out in the Aet and Regulations thore-
Milk—7 A4S0 an of milk were purchiged for annlysis Ly
locml -nﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ‘

hTttnnll mm? and 3471

making o total of 10,951 for the year; 288 were not in
aceordanee with the standapd; 35 warnings were issoed
ol 251 traders were secufed, the fines and eosts

impased amounting to 10a.
taken for analysis.

including tri mples
lﬁ.‘!‘{ nm’lhnl wm“ and ;!&M prosecutions  were

enrrled out, an amount of £828 ls. being collected inm
~ fimes and eoats,

Cordiols.—10% samples were taken for analysis, 9 warnings wore
 imsued, ond 19 prosseutions were lnumebed.  Fises and
eosts, amounting to £71 18a., were -:n!llmtmi

EBread—Speeial attention has been pall to the quality of
- bread; 260 samples were taken for annlysis, 14 wamings
ml'nnd,.:irlﬁ traders wore uted, the fines and
costs imposed nmounted to £39 lg:

he arram t with the poultry-selling agents
m&‘r_-mﬂ Markets, by which Itry s
ted during tho year in the mnation

e bility for human comsumption of 8447 bead.

It iz probable that m of these birds would hove
hllitlnh'lrtn m food chonmels but for the

PURE FOOD ACT, 1908-1544.

Report of the Chief Inspector on the General Administration of the Pure Food Act, 1908-1944, for the year ended
31t Decembar, 1948.

Beizure and Destruction of Food.—During the vear it was
found necessary to soize a large quantity o foondstuffs. The
seigure comprissd 53500 tims, 4,158 bottles and packnges, in
addition to Bl tens of losse food. These woro destroyed under
departimental suparvision.

tremeral Breaches of the Aet and Regulaiions—Eighty-one
progecutions were instituted, resulting in eollection of penal-
tics amounting to £308 16s.  Breaches ineluded smoking on
food premises, unlabelled oysters, cxposed brend and other
foods, nnimals allowed on food premises, premises not kept
free from mice, cockronches or Hies, no methyl violet in dnp
trmyvs, and umecbenn vohicbes; 13,176 foad 11m-mim WeRe 11
apeetod in 1948,

Medical Treatment by other than Qualified Persons—As
usual, many inguirics were made into allegations concerning
the trentment of the siek by ongualified persons, amd the
subsaquent action taken by the dopartmont resulted in eertain
chnrges being effected in tle publie interest.

Sale of Poisonons Sebstance in Food Conteiners—Three

gecutions were losnehed and fines and costs amounting 1o

24 4. were obtaired agsinst offenders for selling poisomous
snbetances in fod containers.

Legal Proceedings—The attached summary indieates the
nmount of work earried out in preseeuting offenders for
hrenches of the Pure Fosd Aet and Regulafions thepounder.
Officers of the Hraneh woere concorned with the prosecution
of the 528 offcnders, “.l':ml whom fines nnd cosls were inaposed
nmu:Lting to £1.001 1%,

Swrecy in regard fo the bacterinlogicel condition of eating
and drinking wicnsils under the existing cleansing methods bs
Loigg earsiod out.  An endeavour hos been mande to obiain
n representative eollestion of etensils from oll types of eatal-
lishments. Tho survey is still in progress. On the complotion
of this work the cxisting Begulotions under the Pure Food
Aet in conpection with the woshing of drinkisg utensils will
bie roviewsd,

Attnched ls a summary of the wumber of samples tnkem
during the year, foslstufls destroyed, imnpections made, prose-
eutions launched, with Goes and eosts imposed.
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Tinie L

Foop axp Dare Sasries.

5 [ Wark Performed by Pure Food (Micers during the
T T Yoar ended 31st Deosmber, 1948, P""'““]"':'.‘“]’h';' ﬁ::"rf m:‘:ﬁ g‘;;ﬁn'ﬁ‘:" bakeas for
Hamples
| | — ongt| T | |
Sompiworiis. o, dleaby] Mg o,
Oiflers, Council
Do, - ) £ s d
IR | =3 B = T
g et gl | T 10,951 o i b
Mo, of samples belo S0k L 254 1= -
o, of Warndngs ... S 12 kg a m... e
Wow of Prosecutlons ,,........ i7e 1] 251 i e o
£ d £ % d B i 11 1 18 0
Aot of fines and covin s 20 Baf & O LS [ 1] 193 19 1% 0
a::| “
Food and Drugs otber thas Milk— Total =
Ko of samples taken :‘mn .u pum unm Etm- 7,533 [+ i
Mo, of Prosecutions ... s E-S-I.'-I ag -
l. i = = "
Amount of fines and cosl8 e e GhT 9 0 Bi = =
Food unfif for consumplion seized gnd destroged.—Tho seizures com- !‘; i 2
prised cver 81 tons, also 53,5060 tins and 4,138 botthes and pack- 3 o ]
fFaz 8,447 F peciual red. i i n
agee af assorbed foodstuffs; 8,447 head of poultcy wers destroy ’ME =t S lewin
Imapeciion of premises wied the preparation, sale and sforage 120 = ™8 o,
1&‘IW i f : fhﬂu!
Mo. of prombsea :mwml In l|| p:n-q- of ﬂm 1" Y e
State et 12,176 i
No. of ["me-n"utlmu : I;I’ 1 2 s
s, .
Amount of fnes snd cosa .o 63 5 0 7433 i 55 08T @ 0
fFenerel Breaches aj the Aot and Regulalions—
Ho. of Prosecutiong .....coomimmsssessmensssnsannses &l
£ o d SEErEEs,
Amount of fines and oot ...oeeeeoeei 0816 0
Particulars of Food seized ns onfit for human and
(Mficers umniler the Pure Food Aot Iﬂ.‘ﬂ the

Tanve IL

Bummnary of | Procesdings by Officers of the Pure Focd Bmnch
during the year ended 31si Decomber, 1048,
: Finea amid
Prosecutions. Copts,
| £ 8 d
Adulternted milk. | 179 62 2 0
Adulterated food wnd l]rup | ans a8 8 0
Unelean promiss | 13 @ & 0
General breaches { 81 308 1 O
i (i3] 1081 12 O
Tanee 111

Bummary of Work carried out Pore Food Oificors under the
Fare Food Act, 1081044, from the date of jls operation,
Oiotober, 1904, to 3lst December, 1948,

Pw'lnd st January, to 3lst December, 148,

Afthla, I TII’.]MM1HHH1MIM | gens,
1 = s & b |
gl || : 3
[ = e
b :'" S, 10 im
| |
e T = i
ok (11} P e
o t,iﬂ ] ] a
ol [ i
e = L] i1
18 1 b 3
e e B [
BT o e e
Chemd],

i £ &
=3 i

I¥SPECTIONE,

[mﬂuminﬂuinwmdmh'lmhfﬂﬂhhtﬂfﬁ

| Prosecutions. Fines and

£ & d

Number of premises inspected
ol b R Bl 2025 14053 0 0
General breaches of the Act | o925 T4 12 0
Milk samplos (327, 1N s ] 5494 206 2 0
Feod alllllpl.ll:ug ll-t:lphl {1-5! m: AT 22048 10 0
Foud and drug seieures . 427 1528 17 O
Goned Tolals oouicanianneas 19,610 73,035 12 0

Ho. of
Inspestions.

eafiicalEER

s
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Total Inspestions—
Country
Metrapolitan

Crand Total, Inspections ...ooovieiiennns

Proaccutions for dinty promisea: 13,
Amount of finea costa : £03 Ga. O,

2,120

10,047
| 12,178

GESERAL BREscHES oF Pree Foop Act asp Reovratrows,

Particalars of Prosecutions.

Offente, 1 B ey
E nd
Emoking on food premibies of daring the handlisg of fod for i i
Fale of wrlihelled cyeien 15| 71z o0
Expoand Bread anid olber food = & = 0
g i B
trend wra n
T uhm‘w 1 15 16 0
Peeinlbies not Tree fom mice 3 3 4 0
Fremises nok kepd free [ ] 1218 0
S enrm (| B
Hale M_[l balance to foud 8| 244 0
Uncloan refrigernbor  cooommi 1 3 8 0
N metliy] violel in drip irays 1 118 o
Huluhiwﬂ.l.tmdrmuﬂ 1 1 1 0
Unclean vehidde ... 1 0 8 0
Telal ....... 5| 818 0

Chief Ingpeclor.—G, A, Garrow, M.E. Ban, I, T.P. Cert.
Semior Imspector.—Vacant. BSeven Certifieated Inspectors, two
Lieensed Surveyors and one Junior Clerk,
Facancies—Mr. Harrowsmith was appointed to the staflf on

J 1048, viee Mr. Horne appoioted Senior Inspector
Eﬁ'm east Ilealth Distriet; ey e b i syl

Inspector dhogreﬂlﬂdﬂn?ﬂth&ntﬂl‘l,lwl'mu.
hw“' ﬁ.gll.p. Musgrove resigned to take a fmltim ;;
Chief Health Inspector to Gundrimba Shire Council,

 Vacancics ereated by the wvotirement of Sendor tor

i tr!]'.u&teturll and the appoeint-
hﬂm rmer and lrum" GFg TeHpes-
the

Mitehell and ‘Tweed-Richmond Health Districts

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE SANITATION BRANCH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 3lst
DECEMEER, 1948,

have not been filled. Thus, there were four vacaneies on the
staff at 3ist Deeembor, 1848, There i8 every prospect of
these vacancies Leing filled during 1948,

Country and Metropolitan Districts Routine and General
Inspactions, etc,

Twwns,—Relnspections were made of four.

Imsanitary Beildinge—Twenty-seven buildings were inspee-
ted amil the respective loeal anthoritics were reqiested bo entise
neeessary repairs or alterations to be earried out.

Shortage of housing sccommodation made it inadvisalde to
recommend the jsswe of elosing orders in other than extreme
cases, conscquently only four elosing order certificates were
recommonded.
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Gwest and Boarding Mouwsese—Three were inspeeted and snit-
alle aetion recommended where found necessary.

Shap Premises.—One hundred and thirteen shops wors ine
spected amd appropriate action taken.

Hospitals, Tmstiteiions and Schools—Twenty-nine separale
premises were inspeeted and necessary acilon recommended,

Public Halle ond Theatres—Twenty-nine inspections weore
made, and fourteen air feats were earricd out in conjunetion
with nn officer from the Division of Industrial Hygicne,

Haotel Promizes—Forty-one hotols were inspoeted and  Te-
ports and recommendations thercon were forwarded to the con-
trodling anthorily for nevessary netion.

Bwimming Poole—Soven inspections of pools, treatment plant
and proposed sites were made nmd reports fursished thereon.

Caltle Sleughtering Premizes and Abaftoirs—Twenty-four
imapections of eattle slawghtering afd thirteen inspeetions of
abatteir premises were carried out.

The reports of the eattho slanghtering premises wors far-
warded ta the Department of Agrieulinre for neeessary action,
such premises Deing now under the control of the Department
of Agriculture.

Norfows Tradei—Five hundred and sixty-seven Inspections
anil relngpections of noxious trades premises were made and
where found necessary ropairs, ete., wore required to be earried

ok,

In a few instnnees logal proceedings were instituted against
the trader.

Removal of Dead Stock from Fleminglon.—Twelve thousanid
five hundred and twenty-two dend animals were removed from
Flemington Sale and Trucking Yards and the alattoirs by o
private firm to ita knnckery premises and in no ease were
complaints reeived in this o rospecting  these activitics.

Flock and Bedding Malerials—Forty-one samples of floek
and bedding nsaterial were obtained and seven matfresses and
pillows purchnsed for examination.

Eighty-three Inspections of premises were mude amd suit.
ahle aetion taken where necessnry.

Camps, Showgrounds, Cemeteries, efe—Bixteen inspections
were made and where found peccssary suitable action was
recommended,

Sale Yards and Proposed Sites—Inspections were made of
six saleyards and sultable action recommeénded. No inspes-
tions of sites For propesed saleyards were made during
19148,

Seavemging Districts, Sonitary Depots, Proposed Sites and
Garbage Incinerators—Twelre deseriptions nnd plans of pro-
poseid seavenging districts were examined, soveral of which were
amended or recast in this office,

Ope hundred and nincty inspections of samitary depots and
rbage ineinerators wore made and where found necossary
siitable metiom was takeom,

Twenty-four proposcd sites were inspected amd thoze found
unsuitable were mot recommended.

Sanitary Services.—Eight investigations of sanitary serviees
were made and whoere found warranted smitable aetion was
tnkin.

Ome manitary serviee was rocommended snd in due course
wan installed.

Beptic Tanks, Sewage Treatment Works and Privale Water
Supplics.—One thonsand five hundred and sixty-twe plans of
proposed sopiie tanks were examined and reported upon and
where found nocoseary wore either amended or not recommended
for approval. One thopsand two hundred and fifty-three sites
'mupimtd and n number were found wnsuitable, in eon-
sequenes of which npproval to instal the seplic tank could not
be Fecommended,

Heveniyseven existing soptic fanks and treatment works, io-
cluding cfuent disposn]l arens, were ted and suitable
netion recommended whers found neccssary.

Nine imvestigntioms were made respesting the source and
storege of water sapplics and thirty-six of water were
procared for examination. Suitable action was récommendéd
where found neeesary.

Unhgalthy Building Land.—Five hundrod and twenty-four in-
spections and check surveys were made of land comsidered
unfit for building porposcs.

Absut 16385 inquirics were made by solicitors and others;
-D-r‘.‘ g;;lﬂumb{'r 16,188 were revenuo-produging to the extont
0 :

Three aress of land within the Tweed Shire, obe area in tha
Hnstings Shire, one within the City of Parramatta, one within
tha Gosford Bhire, one within the Municipality of Bankstewn
and one aren within thy Lake Maoequarie Shire were motified
in Covernmenf Gaseifrs ns onfit for building purposes,

Burveys have beon made aml plans, ifentions and notices
arg being ]u'r|:1m1 of several areas of land in various parts
of the Stato which are considered anfit for building purposes,

Preliminary inspeetions snd surveys hove beom made of
other Intils in various parts of the State, but thess have not
Yot Inisgrea procecde] with m'ring 1o varloms circomstanecs ine
cluding prossure of work on solieitors’ inquiries and finalisation
of previoms survers,

Owing to the inerense in surcey work and the proparation of
plans, specifications and cheek inspeetions nnd survey of land
improved to comply with notices, a number of npp‘[iu.ﬂm
from Cousecils relating to lnnd situnted within their I.'ﬂpltﬂﬂ
areos ennnmet ¥et be given meccssary attention,

Infectiows Ihseascs.~—Five investigations were made and
suitable netiom taken.

Eat Infestaiion~Eight hondred and raks wore ex-

amined in the Microbiological Laboratory and were found fréo
from plague; 176 of thal nember and sistecn mies were
by the Dlepariment's rot-entehers,

Seven investigations were made respecting alleged rat infes-
tation and where found neeessary suitable netion was taken.

Budney Wharves~FEighty-soven visits were made to these
premises, and the contralling authorities motified whore ropairs,
eradieation of rats, cte, wern conaldered mecessary.

Reinspection of the premises disclosed that the work re-
quired hna beem or is being earried out.

Nufsenees,—Three humdred aml forty-eight eu:&:.lnh -
speeting drainage, lution of watercourses and alleged
RESIIGCS WeTe

following which netion eonsidered neces-
BAry wWas recommended.

Swrfimg af IPeod ool —Five visits were made to on
which this proeess is earricd on and whore eonsi BeCERBATY
mlvice was given.

Dairies Superpision .d'i.'f.-—-['lll'hlﬁ the vear two Shire Coun-
cils made applieation to be proclaimed the Local Awnthori
under thia Aet,  The meesssary investigntions were made
in each case the applieations were recommsended. i

Thirty-seven dairy and milk-vendors' premises were inspected.

Samples of Water, Bewoge, Eiflueniz, Boils, Dusl, Sowduat
and  Air.—Ninoty-eight snm woere eollected for chemical
nmd bacteriological examination on results of whish saigalile
netion wns recomnsended.

Kunackers and Horze Flesh Shn.—FEF-tm)
were made anid where found neeessary table m
reconmended.

Legal Procoedings—Fooriesn proscentions were institoted
for Lrenchos of varions Aets, Hegulations and Ordinanses amd
fines and costs amounting 1o £51 11s. were imposed.

Amenidments do Aels, Eegulations and

poposed  amendments of the Local Government Ordinances
were aubimitted to and approved by the Board of Health under
seetion 26n of the Public Health Aet, 1902-1944.

Applications for Cpanide Operation Licenss —During 'Ihl-
sear twa (2) persons presented themselves for the respective
examinations and were recommended.

Committees—An Ofleer of this Brangh represemis the De-
partment on the following Committees:— g

Tuilding Regulations Advisory Committes, Cyanile
Framination Committos, Couniey ‘Abatboirs Sted e
mittes, Commonwenlth Reeonstruetion Training Behome,
Btandards Association of Australia. F

Arsento Works, Jenmings.—Mattors related to the |'h¢'l'q |
works are being kept under obserention.




At the end of the year there were 308 lieensed hospitals

jn New South Wales, baving a bed enpmeity of 5811, On

i with the fignres for 1847, this showed n reduoetion

hospitals by sevem or 225 per cont., but an increnss in the
of lreig by 37 or 2§ per conmt,

0Of the 303 hospitnls, 144 were in the metropolitan area, a

of three, amd 150 in the country, a loss of tem. The
|number of beds in the metropolitan area wers 2,&531 an in-
lerease of 138, and In the eonntry 1,153, n Joss of 101,

Of the total number of 303 hospitals, 182 wers lleensed to
| reecive betweon cne and ten patients nmd 111 more than ten
Em at any one time; forty-one of the latter only wero
‘; to reseive more than twenty at any one time

|
E

In n forther analysis, eightysix were liecmsed 1o Teeckne
ying-in eascs only ; seventy-two for medical and sargical cases
land 145 for medien], surgieal and lying-in cases. Of the
| threw of hoapitals, only that admitting medienl and
?'urgtu?p;m showed an inercase—as hap lnst year—
(this boing ten or 1613 por eemt, The other two showed n
(loss; that admitting lying-in cases only being cight (8.5 per
[eemt. )}, and tkat u.dmitlfng medieal, sargieal and Iying-in
| being nine or 5.8 per cont.

Iagpection of Private Nospitale—Hospitals wers ingpeeted
(ma rogularly as possible, but not as Frequently as one would
| i to m &l e of upervisory nurses, who earry

i oming, it is |II:|£¢d will b
|ovoreome soon when fwo vneancies on the staff have been

In spite of this disability, it can be stated that the standord
hos been foirly maintained.

E e emrall hashbum ll::zlglucted and no
[ loabt lagging for a lengihy per vel owing to
| shortages of lnbour and material and high eosts.

=
| Proseewfions.—There have bLeen no prosecotions during the

Puerperal Cmecg—Seven (7)) cases  were
Mip'.‘ltﬂ]u‘; in Ilr'lrll.c hugpil.tL; for the FCAT.

nt overcrowiding, as wsual, has been

In this matter a lenbont and realistie attitede

been adopted in the publie benefit as the availability of
beds for those needing them is far short of requiremonts,

reported  as

Rest and Convaleacent Homes—As all: ra to have always
| been the ease the quality of these catablishments varies from
| vory bad to exeellent. Although inspeetions are regolarly
| varricd out mothing mach in the way of proeuring fmprove.
| ments has beem achioved in the less desirable ploces owing
| to the ek of appropriate enabling legislation.
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PRIVATE HOSPITALS ACT, 1908.

Report on the Operations of the above Act for the year ended 3lst December, 1948, by A. ). Hope, M.B., Ch.M.

The Bush Nursing Assoctation and Country Wonen's dssocia-
fign—These bodies still maintain small hospitals in sparsely
Hosn!nln] areas in nﬁile of great difficultics, particularly in
nding and kecping Resident Mapagers,

Thanks are extended to the Police [epartoesnd and Nieres

Registration Board and staffs for their ready assistance at all
Eimes,

Taere I.

Bhowing classification of Private Hospitals licensed st 315t December,
1948, according to natore of cases received and the total
number of bods provided in each category.

Aledieal
' Medical and
Surgeal and Lyiag-in. Total,
Lyingdn, | Sumpeal |
. o
Ho | g | X0 | | ¥a |y, | o] g,
Hos. | S0 | are | b How- | g
pltals pleats, | B i, | P phiane .
Aylney Meten Iun! | | |
M I"ﬂﬂ| B aml s | 33 | s00 | 14 | maesa
Comntry Dlédricis .| & | 506 18 |07 | 33 |23 1% |Liss
Total vovrree]  DHE 2000 1285 &8 |m 03 |u1|.
4

Thoae hospitnls which admit medienl, surgical and lying-in
coses make up the greatest proportion, followed by those
that admit lying-in coscs ooly, the proportions being 47.8 per
cont, and 283 por ecomt, As regards hﬂ]wnrr{ing ¢n]1mt.f.
those hospitnls which admitted medieal, surgieal and lving-in
Enli-.ruts again constituted the greatest Fmpnrlinn, fallowred
¥ thoan admitting medical and surgleal pationts osly, the
proportions being 53.4 per cont. amd 339 por oot

Tamee 1L

Ehowing Clasification of Privato Hospitals with respect 40 size as
mignified by the number of beds available as at 318t Docember,

14,
B, L2 ‘ 3 | 45 u-m.'nrzu| ';"‘;:'Jl'ram
M aren | 2| sl 7| w| ] as| se|1e
Coanity D ot 18 1 | 5 0| 2| 2| 5|1
3 L R ) T ?l ﬂ|T| s ml TE

Tha number of six to twenty and over bed hospitals still con-
stitutes the greater proportion, being 68 per cent.—the same
ns last year.

Tasre IIL—Showing geacral decling in members of the difforent types of Private Heapitals in ihe Gvo-year period, 31t Docember, 1943,
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eategories with one single exception—the nomber
b cal h?{“h which ghowed an inercaze
per cent.
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Hospitals with a bed-capacity ranging from ome to flve
deerensed by sixty-five or 40,12 per cent,, and those with a
bed-capacity of six to over twenty deeremsed by seventy-one
or 25,6 per cent.
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MEDICO-LEGAL SECTION.

Hospital Admission Depot: Report of the Government Waorl for the Coroner's Cowrf,—The Govermment Medieal |
Medical Officor for Sydney for the year ended 3ilst  Officor mrfmmﬂﬁmt—nmrleu examinations at the I]‘il.ym
&

Dacember, 15948, i;:' ::mltﬂ;lau with suleides, homieides, viclent and wn
dentha,
Medical Staff. Lunaey Work—The Reeeplion House ot Darlinghurst is
Dr, C. E. Porey, Government Medieal Officer for Sydney. vishted dally—1,156 capes were eerlified as insane.
Ik, 8, H, Hankins, Medieal Officer. Faccinations  againal  Smaillpor—248  vaccinations  were
Dr. W. H. N. Randall, Medieal Offieer, performed for the Police Force and the gencral
i Annual Report of the Government Medical Officer, New-
Hospital Admission Depot. enstle, for year ending 31st December, 1948 (Two
Assisiants, throo, months only).
Night Oifieer, one. Syaff,
Die. ©. W, England, Government Medienl Officer (Appointed
Medical Work. 1st November, 1848},
Admizggions fo Hospilals ard Homes~—3,137 perscns were Medical Waork.

admitted through the Depet to Metropolitan Hospitals, 8448 ;
ta"Sat Tt and o, i L0, f- miewnt 1, by ot o peren o ppeltont o aud floes

Homes, Admissions of country residents to Metropolitan and - ¥
;g Pt g gl ol e e memts, aml alse for varlona allied badbos—Twenty-three.

srranged by the Depot totalled 8923, 2. Examinations of returned soldier applicants for travelling
; - , eoneerinns— FEleven,
Medieal Examinations for Blals Government Departmenis— 3. Examination of persons for Child Welfart Department,

1,761 were porformed, some persons being visited in thelr oW povances obe.—Cne.

ha
Y 4, Attendanees at the Reeeptlon Houee, Neweastle, in eon-
Medical Eraminctionz of Police Becrwits,—1,196 reeruits nectiom with the examination asd eertification n* insama
,(E‘mlull.ﬂnary constables and pelice eadets) wore examined, pationts—Forty.seven,

bationary constaliles were examined after twolve months' E The GM.0. is 3 Modical Rofares and Membor of tha
orkers” Compomas!

sorviee and 85 police cadeis were givem periodieal examina-
thons during the ryear. fﬂ;niﬂg;;ﬂ Poard ‘Lot -the -W tion Com-
g Medical Examination of Sick Police—Matlers wlrfmi.ns tho Medico-Legal Work.
eculth of the Poliee Foree are denlt with. The nverage daily 1. The performaned of autopsiss at the of the
number of poliee ou sick report was D8, Distriet Coroner in exses of homieide, suieide violent and
uneertificd deaths—Thirty-four.
Medico-Legal Weork. 2. Tho examination of persons at the of the Polien
Eraminalions of Alleged Bape and Criminal dsarlt Cazes— Dopnrtment in cases of rpe, ansault, m‘m

104 exnminntlons wers u.l.nﬂl.-, exhilits conneetod with such 3. Attendanee %t various courta and tha ,I'll'h‘ of evidenss
cases were exnmined, and cvidenes wns given at variouns courts.  in econneetion with any of the eaned,

HEALTH EDUCATION AND PROFAGANDA.
Report of the Publicity Officer for 1948,

L. Infreductory,—Unfortunately, the amount made svailable eneh wock over 300 press articles are forwarded to
for bealth edveation of the public in 194840 was only £10M0  and suburban W*"'I“‘J“-‘"- whilst a number of countiry
{the snme as for lnst year) and was wholly inadequate to  ensting stations receive weekly seripts.  However, the pre-
sapport n vigorons and sustaioed edocational drive similar to  paration and despateh of a regular supply of material is an
that condected doring the two.year pericd 1547 when o total  coormous task, and is one of many new tasks which keops the
of £57,000 was expended on health edueation. . Branch lusily employed:

The smallness of the vote for the seeond suceesaive year wag “_:;'fst’l:; :t?ﬁmqh‘:!u ::E?;.ﬁ"?bﬁ? E WHEE
o litter disappointment beeause it meant the eomplete abandon- orguaiswtionn 10 thr - dinseaiing Bon S eRIET EE T Kt

ment of hopes fo resume press and radie advertising—medin
which have been wsed with ﬁutul-m]:ing suceess in the past, through locally arranged til:;ﬂ.ﬂ:..:.]ﬂ ecrecnings,

lectured,
partheutarly from the point of view of maintaining fairly :::E;'” ]E:mfﬂnmﬁ:lgﬁha aanne] Foat w in ite

regular nnd  intimate ecomtact with the poblie.  Moreover, St bl ble to wide publieity on vital

steadily rising coats this year foresd furthor eeonomics in the
roduetion of publieity materinl which were refleeted by the r;:fdﬂﬁﬁﬁmn}::thﬂpgldmpﬁ E‘:d.%g!m the en.

gﬂtl‘!:ll{' in the volame of sach material produecd, This ia
to be regretted beeause the Department’s carlier efforts hove However, 08 costs of production eontinue to inercase, the
glven the impression to councils, scheols, hoapitals, firms, cluhs, purchasing power of o ﬂﬁ,ﬁmh'\'ﬂtu will continue to decrcase,
warlons pablie and private organisntions, porents, and the @0l less material will be available to support & eontinuons
publie generally, that the Department is a souree for publieity 0dueational esmpaign. Whilst a eertain amount of free
material on all vital health problems. Whilst some progress PEblisily ean be olitained this cannot B beyond a cortain Kmit,
towards thin desirable goal wis mudo in the years when Particilirly in tmes where newsprint shortages ereate streng
adequale finance was svailable, such past achievemonts are commorcial demand for newspaper spaes amd M
now in daoger of being lost, and great diffienlty js being time.
cxporienesd in  malntaining  adequate stocks of the more It is essential, therefore, that the rimont should not
essemibal publieations, posters, ete. have to rely on the charity of various pullicity media to
the weight of its health edueation I;rﬂogrmm, bat m |
The reducilon in the wote for health eduention has mot  cnsure that soffieiemt fusds are provi to earry ouk o well:
meant a redection in the work performed by the Branch, balanesd and eontinsous :-llstign throughout the year, ; |
Y
|

;

Where the Department opee paid for publicity on healfh due emphasis to any pa r problem of the
m:altm_ and is not nn'::]nhla to do 'f;“ﬁiﬁ to Jack of funds, poliomyelitis during an epidemis of that diseass.
cndeavonrs are sow mode to secure similar coverage by other Tn comparison with the millions of pounds spent cagh
means, Hence the efforts of the Brameh have been dirceted m enring nnd treating sick people In hospitals, the axpendi-
to seeuring as much froo space in newspapers for articles and  tore of an ansunl som of oven 100,000 to teach the
paragraphs, and as moeh free time over broadeasting stations  the rules of healthy living and how not to became ;
for talks and seatters, as possible.  Already some salls:  case (and so a en o the community) would pay inestimably
foctory arrangements have been made in this conn eg. greater dividends. It ean hardly be expected that there

i




alloviation of the aewte hospital bed position until a
adopting such an outlook is put inte operation. In the
& is diffenlt, indeed ible, to achieve this very
hla situation with a health edueation vote of only 10,004
FUir.
2. Publicalions Tssued in 1948—
50,00 copiea of two revised oditlons of the mothereraft
book, “Ohar Balies,"”
0,000 copies of revised B
let, “'Get Rid of the
10,000 eopies of new S-paged, Z-eolour illustrated booklet,
“Goltro.”

, Z-ealpur illustrated beok-

Rilu] of now G.paged, 2-colour phetorial folder
“Cam You Tell Which of 'i‘llm Persons Have T.HJ':
100,000

reprints of d-paged, 2-eolour illustrated pamphlet,
“Here are the Faeta™ '{diphtle:i- i.mmlu|1l.n|al.i.cl“|:’§l.l
20,000 reprints of 16.-paged, 2-eclour illustrated booklot,
] VD, is Carsbles

50,000 rints of 3-colonr Mlustrated folder, “Sumptuous
l Bk dmlehas foe Hohocl Landhee” ¢

40,000 copics of rovised edition of 64 illustrated
bmi.l:t- on pre-natal eare, “Healthy mfﬁﬂdﬂ."
3. Posters Lapued im 1045—
5,000 rints of “Cleanliness Hepels [Haease," size 20 x
30 {nches. :

i) reprints of “Sensible Livieg Helps Prevent T.B."
B iasaitis Liring: Helps .

200 eopies of new 24-sleot

d to Baffer” (diphtheria).

4, Window Displage—Owing to the heavy reduction in the
vote, it was neccssary to cnrhﬂ expenditure on widow di:fll#l,
and during the r oour contractors arrnnged onl xheen
major and 192 minor displays, as compared with 102 and 445

l respectively, for the OuE Year.
I
!

y “Do You Want Your

Minor 7 lay material was :IIE::I&M by the produstion of
n number of amall displays on tul nlosis and 231 cut-out and
‘mounted posters.

-

5. Health Weelkh Walinee Serceninge—As last vear, a speckal
serics of matinee sercenings of 35 mm. health films in theatres
for school chiliren wos armnged os part of the Bydoey and
Mewenstle Health Week campaign.

In eo-operation with twelve Municipal and Shire Councils in
| the Sydnoy arca, the Department area twenty-thres such
|. sereenings at witieh the attendanee total 25,550,  Although

this is a heavy reduction on last vear's figures (42,608), it @8
still very satisfaefory when it is real that Couwcils were
it pressed to arrange these sereenings.  This s beennse
ofticers of the Branch were busily ¢ e in the preparation
r of a new exhibit for the Health Exhibition, and were unabbe

to devote the same amount of time to such screenings as last

E

ik ﬂﬁpﬂﬂlhl in Healfh H"::i ﬂuim.pﬁuédr.—mrr; the
Fear Department eo-opernted with yidney and New-
caxtle Health Weck l:'umn;?tou in the eonduet of %u'lth Week

mnd with the Wollongeng Apex Club in an snti-
tu drive im that area, 3

Participation in Health Week campaigns ineludes speeinl
grants of £300 to cacli Commities and co-operation with schools,
organlsatlons and loeal government awthorities tn the follow-
ﬁ: leetures and talks by departmental offiecrs; broadenst

resses; provision of window displays and display material;
matinee screenings of health filnis in loeal picture thentres for
scloal children ; lhrplr o:l'rrﬂmﬂhh. posters, and the sercem-
ing of 16 mm. Alma. vear the Minister for Hoalth
THI the Nowenstbe eampaign, and with other Ministers of
the Crovwn attended and mddressed varicus Sydney funetions.

——
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T "'Flﬂ! T.B" Exhibition.—The theme of the exhibition
condueted by the Council of the City of Sydney this year was
the deteetion and prevention of tubereslosis, Utilising the frome.
work of the old “PFitness™ Exhibit the Department expended
wenely £3.000 in the prepammtion of a ginnt now display which
told by way of models, coloured photographs, illaminated
transparcncica and recorded addresses the emtire tuberealosis
atory. A naw film, “The Campaign Apaiest Tubereulosia in
NAW." was specially prepared for the oceeaslon amd was
serooned in o theatrotte alongside the exhibit. In sddition
to this exhibit amd two flm theatrettes, the Department
entered a mew display en nutrition, and re-exhibited the famous
V., Golleries.

The attendnnee at the exhibition was disnppointing and only
totalled about 20,000,  Hewever the mojority of people who
attended inspected the departmental oxhibits, and 14,000
visited ihe iwo theairettes which onee again proved ibe most
popular atiraction of health exhibitions. he failure to
attract a greater attendanes to this exeellont exhibition, must
e put down te the lack of suffickont publicity. Shoald an-
other exhibition be held mext vear, the Department muost be
given a guaramtes, before eommiiting itself to heavy expendi-
ture, that the organkeing ecommittes will provide adequate
and imaginntive publicity.

8. Blides.—Twenty-four full sercen slidea were produesd
during the year to replace a number of slides om diphibéria
immunisation which were broken in ihe eourse of normal use.
The rtoent now has a very large library of alidos
qurqri,ng all heplik topies, and mnkes these nwailable to

la for uso at local theatres,

f. Filmg—During the year the Department added noother
cight titles to ita 168 mm. flm library, and now has a toial
of 101 different titles, with cxtra copies of several of them,
As in previous years, serconings of these flms on the Depart-
ment's own equipment were given throvghout the year, the
number of such sercenings boing 144 at which the audience
totalled 27 477. This fgure added to the 25550 childrén who
viewgd 35 mm. films al matines film serecnings, gives g grand

total of 53027 persons who viewed departmental flms during
the vear.

Higeg the Department first engaged in vissal education
with films, it has restricted the wse of its 16 mm. Glma to its
OWE eq'ni|]-l1u~m and specially qualified officers.  However, in
view of the freguent demand by Medleal Officors of Health,
Councils, schools, lLospitals and other organisations for the
loan of films, n small lending library wos eommenced duri
the yvear, As funds pernait it is boped to add additional titles
to this hibrary. At the same time 18 must be recognised that
films in the Department’s main library eanpet be made avail-
ahle for genernl lonm wnder nny circomstances, If sueh a
policy wore to bo adapted it would throw the regular sereening
serviee into chaos, and would lead to the rapid deterioration
af valaable films which cannot b roplaced. In this connection
it is worth while to mention that thore are many films in the
library which through care and regular servicieg have exessded
their mormal peried of usefulness by four or five years, and
which will be alde to be sercened for soveral mere FOATE
provided their use is restricied to officers of this Branch.

The Department continned to take advantage of ita agree-
ment with the Motion Pieture Indostry for free release of
approved 35 mm. films throughout N.8.W. theatres. “The
Menaes of Ah Tish O0" {a film on the common eald, produced
by the Department) ard “Danger Bignal” {a film on ecancer,
prodused by the Queensland Health Edveation Counsil) wers
releasedd under the agreement. The riment also pro-
dueed during the year o twentvy-minute 16 mm. documentary,
“The l?ammisn Agminst Tuberenloais in NSW." for seresn-
ing nt the “Fight T.B." Exhibition, The film contning =0 much
oxcollent informntion that it is proposed to redeee it to five
mimates, oldain 20 x A5 mm, priots, and have it released
throughout MN.EW. nt the earliest opportunity,
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C—NUTRITION SECTION.

R'pprt h}' the Dietitinn om the Activities of the Nutrition Section for the Fear ended 31st December, 1948,

Staff —Dictitinus, three; shorthnnd-typiste, one.

The work of the Nutrition Sectlon may be divided fato
two &pheres, ia. ootrition edueation and institutional food
BOTVieTE.

Nulritten Educalion ks carried oot by loctures, mo per
ariteles, broadeasi talks, talks to mothers at Prenatal Centres
and answers to perscnal inguiries,

Lecfures—During 1845 single locturea om ehildren's food
povds were given to the mothers of ehiliren attending oll the
Day Nurscries nnd many of the free kindorgertens in tho
Metropolitan area ns well as to many paptnt groups and
school clubs. Talks on varions aspects of food and food
valugs were given te other groups such as Church elubs and
Country Women's Associntions. Courses of lectarea on
natrition were given to third year traimees at both the Kinder-
E:Jrlen Union Treising Colloge, the Day Nursery Training

loge and a Vaoluntary Ald Detachmoent,

Talks and démonstrations am food were given nt Apgricaltural
Bureau conferenets and Jonior Farmer Field doys in many
country distriets. While in these contres the dietitians visited
public and denominntional sehools and gave talks to the pupils,
visited the Baby Health contres and tolked to the mothers and
addressed any appropriate gathering of eitizcns,

Articles and Brosdeasfing Seripts—The regular sapply of
artitles bo country newspapers amd broadenst seripis to station
2HR (Huntor Biver) and 2TM (Tamworth) was maintained.
Articles on food were supplied to the “Housing Magazine”
each month and various newspaper paragraphs aml ml-
canting seripts were produced as reguired.

Several new pampldets and brocheres on nutrition wero pro-
digesd in 1048 bt ﬂ'ﬂ'll‘lg to Ilnek of funds it wns foond
nocesgary to have these in romeoed form. One of these “How
Bhall 1 Feed Him"—"Chililren’s Meals and Pudding Recipes™
—hns proved exceedingly popular with all porents’ groops
and if funds can o made available to prodece it as o printed
boaklet it would be a great asset to the Department in gencral
and this seetion in ﬁlnllivulnr. The existing departmental
pamphlets were roviaed as reqaired and the complete text for
the klet “Food and Notrition"™ has been rewritlen.

Town Hall Eshibiticn—Duaring [Health Week 143 the
Nuatrition SBeetion orgunissd and staffed an exhibit at the
“Fight Tulwreulosis™ cxhibition st the Town Hall, Seabos
wore provided for weighing people sand this ereatod indtial
atimulus which tneoura e to study the oxhikit more
fully. The exhibit stressed the importanee of the proteetive
and building fosds and sample meals for breakfast, lunch
and dianer were prepared amd laulul‘uli_r met out by domestis
ﬁ:‘n:r_pupila through the co-operation of the Departmont of

mention.

Pre-Xatal Clinies,—The most important advance in the field
of mutritlion edueation during fhoe past year has been the
extension of the services of the section to the Department’s
Pre-Natal Cliniea. One of the dietitiane attends the pre.
natal #linle at Parramatta each week, ke serviee s to be
B‘I‘tﬂl‘allh] to cneompnss other eentres in the mext twelve
mantha.

Marketing Reportsa—Advies on the Eriﬂ: of fruits and
wvegotallos is given to housewives through wm‘k!g mnrketing
report which i3 broadeast over six Metropolitan broadensting
stations, viz,, 2GR, 2KY, 2UE, 20H, 20W, and 28M.

Amnzwers o Povsomal Fnguirios =X\l mrmgmlcmm seokin
‘mformation on food is handled by the sectiom anid persona
migrvicws are givem on request,

Advies on spreial digls for ];l-u:alﬂt sufforing from conditions
such as peptic uleers, dinbetos, hlood pressure, ete., has been
given after consultation with the inquirer’s modical adviser and
eeveral doctors have adopted the practiee of advising paticnts
to seek the departmental dictitian's adviee, In thest ciss
coples of diet charts are always forwarded to the doctor for hia
or hor information.

Sehool Conteens~The aetivitios of the ssetion in connection
with school eantecns have been maintained and at the requaest
of the Edecation Department one of the dietitians, in
with s staff uurerv r of that Department, earried m an
inspection of all selool tuckshops and furnished a report to
the Department of Education together with certain recom.

memlntions eoneerning the eontrict under which tu:wp;

nre leassd,  The representation on the Sehosl (Oslo) Lunch
Advisory Committee has been maintained amd many
relnting to capbecns have been dealt with, Throughout the

year bectures and talks on the importance of eankeons
aml the peeessary steps to lake in the establishment of same
hawve heen given ns requested. At the
which hos agreed te ip canterns in coalfells ancas, lm
tiens have been earried out at schools in the Cessnoek, W

gong and Lithgow districts to ascertaln the pﬂdiﬂlﬂg’ af
catablisking eantocms,

The secrctarial wark of the Behool L{hlo] Lunch Advisory
Committee which fovolves the answer of eorrespondence,
arranging of meelings and haodling all affairs of the
Commbttes, has been undertaken by the distitian whe represents
the Dvportment on the eommities.

The N.EIW, Imstituie of IDNetifians—One af the dictitians
bas been tho secrotary of the NAW. Institube of Dickitians,
which iz the body responsible for the of dietitians
in the State. The secretary deals with most of the Institule’s
aifnirs, interviews people seeking informntion about
conrses, makes any weecssary  arrangements with troining
lospitals and prepares the reporta for the Council's considern-
L.

Fisita to Healih Disirvief2,—To nssist the medieal officers in
e Department’s bealth districts the dietitines gﬂt s
weeks in the Newcnstle, HRichmond-Tweod and
istrigts, During these visita they worked under the
of the Medienl Officers of Health nad talked to seh :ruﬁj.h,
mothers at baby health eontres, morses at distriet hospitala
and gave advies ns required to these estaldishments on their
food serviess.

Tuatidutional Feod Serviecs—The services of the dletitians
have been wtilised jn three moin woys in relation to the Dopart-
ment's institutions,

In May, 1048, one of the dictitines eommenesd
Bawdeick Awrilsery Hospital on two dave each week to
nssistanes i the planning of menus, ordering of food &a
and pubdapee of the kitchen stal¥ in the proparation the
meals, The serviee was started inftially for a trial 1 of
three months snd alihough it is not entirely sati v in
that with only a part-time sorviee, and it is not pos to
take responsibility for the staff or most of the mesls |
it hus been considercd of safficiont henofit to the
warrant its continuanee throughout the year.

A report was prepared on the food sereiees in mental hos.
pitals and it was agreed tlat cortain additions should be made
ta the basie ration senle, Memus to allow for more varkty In
the meals were |ine;umd ta eover & period of three weeks and
it i intended to institute these as o triasl at Parramatts Mental
IIuEila] ns aoon a8 adequate steam prossure can be
ta the main kitebon. i

The third way in which the dictitinns® serviees have e
i= in relation to plene for new Lifchens and alteratbons to exist-
ing Kitchens and kitchen annexes in the s Imstita-
tions, The dietitkang have examined sach , madle .
mendations and then attended meetings between ropresentatives
of the Departmont of Publis Works and the Health Dopa
at which the plans were diseussed,

Now-deparfmental  Inslifufions.—Advies nd nssistanes
food serviees has been given when for
sueh as Legaey and Toe I, SBeveral "
homes eontrolled thir Child Welfare Department have been
made anid reports edl to that Department. Rl

of the Coal Board

SRR

mspections of ehildren’s

e e e
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D—MATERNAL AND BABY WELFARE.

PART [—MATERNAL WELFARE,

1. Pre-natsl Clinics,
For 148 there wera lﬂ,fl:l:l individusl nl.l;-&q.llp:wﬂ.l, Ilq.i,ns
LI5S more than the previous yenr with 9545,

The inerease has been due chicfly to a sharp rise in the
number of mothers attending Manly Clinie Wi Essions
“g; Monday worsing and afternoon, are held at Manly,
and average number of attendanecs per sesmion in the last
ﬁmmlh has been 43.3 as against 318 for the first half of

Year.

ﬂ'ﬂ‘ll'; to imn aite necommodntion nt Manly, these In
nimbers are dificult to handbe and are impwing m grent stroim
on the na staff. To belp semewhnt, the weighing of babics
has been completely suspended om Mondny, further dis-
ability is that nearly all holidays fall on Monday, nmking
subsequent sessions nnm even grenter strain, than when oven
poagions ean Do maintiaimed.

Attendances for the year at Parramatta, Camipsbe amd
Hornshy all inereased—by 304 at Parramatta, 164 at Campsie
and 55 at Homshy. The other contres, Hurstville, Rockdale
and M sho deercasos, 330 at Hursiville, 402 ai Hoek-
dale amd 102 at Maseot. Rockdale esntre is now elosed as from
the end of this year.

A fenture of the yenr has beon tho decrease in private
bospital mothors atfending the clinies, chiefly Campsio and
Parmmatta. At theso two elinies hnomoglohinemetors are kept,
and all mothers booked into a private hospital bad a hoemo-

bin estimation at the clinic, but practically no tests have

necessary in the last three or four months,

It has also been noted that all hospitals for whom these
Departmental elinbes eater, with the cxcepiion of the Mater
Misericordiae, North Sydney, are doing full bload examination,
Wassermann and Kline reactions, haemaglolin estimation and
Rh factor on all expestant motlers when booking in.  This ks
n great jmprovement in procedore as eompared with 147 and
even with the first half of 10548,

2, Scheme for the Reduction of Maternal Mortality.

The Special Medieal Commities investigating maternal mor-
tality in the metropolitan aren inelules the Direetor-General of
Puhbile Health, the Emeritus Professor and the Professor of
Obstetrica at the University of Sydoey, the semior homorary

offiecrs of each of thoe two nt-teaching hm[:_ihlu,
a ral practitboner appointod by the Now Ssuth Wales
Branch af the British Mellenl Assoeiation and the Dircetor
of Maternal and Baby Welfare; the latter s the medical
seeretary of the committos,

The eo-operation of the medieal saperinteadents of the
metrapolitan obstetric hospitals and medieal practitionors in
vate practice has been greatly appreciated by the Committes,
aires, which set out to furnish a detaklod and aceorate
cane history, are sent to the pablie obatetrie hoapiials ah
after the oceurrence of each maternal death, These ol
naires ane also sent lo the private practitioners and eonsaltants
concerned and thes a complete history of the ense b= obtained.
RS ML B iatis Tactucs, 1t any. and the sespossibility
a8 av etors, if any, an rospon=ibility
game in cach matornal death and thes achieve the object
reducing maternal mortality.

o]

3. Consultant Service.

Sines the scheme eame into operation in 1930 the services
of obstotrie eomsultants who hove sgreed to reccive s rodueed
fea from the have beon svailalde for all patients
who are unable to meet & specinlist’s foc.

The comsuliant service, is however, not frequently used be-
caups fower mothers are confined in their own home, and
those in the obstetric hospitals are provided with a speeia-
list serviee when necessary.

4, Metropolitan Blood Transfusion Service.

decreass in maternal death from hacmorthage is Im‘ﬂli

the mobile blood trapsfusion serviee. Bervice

bl to amy medical practitioner ll:ﬁ' kour of the d

i The original wnit wns stationed at the Women's
Crown.atreet. Du 1845 other units were ostab.

lished at Royal Prinee Alfred I, Morth Bhoro Tospital

and the Royal Hespital for Women, Paddisgton.

*81033—4
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5. Physiotherapy in Pregrancy and the Puerperium,

Under the nh"n?ﬁ'hi.{lu af 1|_uu|'|ﬁf:|:] physictherapists pris
mntal and post ontel exereises nro n rontine at the HRowval
Hosplinl for Women; nnd post natal exereises are routine
E\rn-rrlluru at the Women's Hospital, Roval North Shore and
ving George 'V nmd Ryde Distriet Hospitala, Medical offieers
at the Departmental elinies have obderved that moibers whe
have attenided these hespitals have reecived considerable Lenefit
from these cxereiscs. Morcover, their aldominnl museles
usually regain normal tone and their posture is  resumed
corpectly. [Dost-natal cxaminations reveal thai the mothers
who have had post notal exerciscs less frequently  develop
gynaeeologien]l abnormalities sueh a8 relroversion, eystossale,
rectoetale, and the like,

At the metropolitan olstetrie hospitals where this procedure
hias  Dewn |.r|.5:lil.||l:l.'\-|'|I medien] nnd nporsing staff roeport that
the mothers express their apprecistion of the sense of well being
which the exercises produce and of the regaining of their
normal fgure,

The New South® Wales Braneh of the Australinn Physio
therapy Associntion has introduesd a sound routine of train-
ing in this subjoct at the Royal Hospital for Women under
Migs Maney Lowe with speclal lectures by Emeritus Frofessor
Windeyer.

The Deparimental film, “Physiotherapy in Proguaney and
the Puerporiom® continwes to be used for the fteaching of
maelical and physgotherapy students amd for the tralning of
unurscs,  Copics arc used for training physiotherapy students
in other States,

8. Ceantrol of Puerperal Infection.

Ta protoct mothers after the hirth of their babics, from eross
infeetion, which might prove fatal, every offort is made by
this Depariment te prevent the spremd of poerperal sepsis.
Control ia effected by the administration of the Nurses® Regis-
tration Act which compels all murses to notify any case of
pierperal prrexin oesurring in their practice, which probibitz
a nurse from attending any other cosse while attending a
patient with poerperal infeetion, amd whieh examines bor
mothods in the manngement of her eases; nlso by the Publie
Health Aet under which puerperal infection is o notifinble
digease, apd by the Private Hospitals Act,

The regalations of the various acte are designed to prevent
the occurrence of pucrpernl sepais, particularly these for nursea
relating to the wearing of masks, the management of the case
ote,  Each ease of infection cecurring is investigated by bae-
terbologienl examination. Further setion s determined by
those resdlts, the deal shjeet being to protect midwifery
patients from further possibility of infoction and to avoid
any delay or diffienliy in nursing and medieal supervision.

During 1948, 73 eases were nofificd to the loenl anthorities,
Of these 48 were due to albortal sopsis (45 in the Metropoli-
tan srem and nil in the country) and 25 following confing-
ment (10 in the city and 15 in the country).

The distribution of these easca wis:—

Tublie hospitals

5 Follawing
Ahmlﬂupu.‘ canfinement.
S s 1 ]
Private hospita | i ‘ e

Under the Nurses' Registration Act, 45 cases of pyrexia
were notified during 1948 (10 in tho city and 38 in the
eountry).

Vital Statistics,
The live birth rate for New Honth Wales for 1048 was

o019 1,000 mean glation, The sumber of live hirths
was 67,234 and of stil hs 1,526, a total of 08,560 (Bes
Table I.)
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TanLe 1.

Live Births amd Still Births.

Live Births. Bl lbdrihs.

“Tintal Per 1,040

ol e | Rate per total
| Number. | 1000 of | Number. | hirtha,

popalation, Live and
Sl

Hrate of NEw Sortn WaLEs,

1585 ... 46097 44,676 1684 1,401 20080
1586 ... 47012 A48, 193 15-31 1,410 240500
1637 ... 48040 AT 407 1762 1 452 20046
10388 ...| 48582 47,310 17:35 1473 i
1030 ... 4D3E3 48,003 17-45 1,380 E7-65
(ELEL] S0T2H A4l 3=2 1778 1342 b i ]
141 .| 53,108 &1, 720 18-47 1,464 752
12 ... 54068 S2047 15600 1411 H4-10
M3 ... 58,730 a7,265 2. 1465 2404
14 ... ELI23 alg2 GG 1.511 72
IS ... 63,202 6], 202 21-14 1 544p 24-3%
g .. 68T 07,247 22-83 1,547 2240
WY ... 70504 60,308 23-25 1,406 080
I8 i 68,580 67,234 22-10 1,308 1935

MeTRoroLrTax AREs (Statbtical Metropolis).

1935 . 17405 16,107 1360 OR= s
1938 .| 18341 17,7569 1423 i al-73
1937 ... 18748 18,158 1448 L] al-47
1938 ... 18,150 14,559 14:73 ] | 30-86
103 ... 19,885 19,223 1524 i 2524
1940 ...| 205156 19,542 1553 573 2703
1Ml .| 23,010 2 3206 17 653 2537
W2 ... 23,548 23,220 1726 622 26-33
143 i 27,700 6,989 1g52 711 2587
1444 werf 20,014 28315 10-0s LHE 24-58
IS ... 30,230 0500 Ha1 s 729 24-12
1048 ...] 324867 31,760 b T L] 2150
1947 .| 32536 | B3L918 £1-51 813 | 1560
JECE e} 30,605 | LT H-01 458 1523

The lss of mothers' lives per 1,000 live births is cxpressed for 1048 was 1.87, including deaths from
ag o maternal mortality rate. The rate for New South Wales  Exclusive of such deaths the rate was 1.20 (see Table IE}.

Taspk IL—Maiernal Mortality.

Metropolitan Ares, Remainder of State and Whle State.

| Deaths from Puerperal Maternal Mostality
Live Births. Cansea {oxcluding Criminal Rate per 1,000 live births
bortinn; {enelading Criminal Abortion).
Year. = —
Metra- Re- . Metro- Re- Metrion Re.
politan. | maindee. | 5% | politan | mainder. | ¢ | politan | mainder, | Stabe
27,760 44,678 4 156 230 438 B2 b15 |
2EAT 44,193 103 133 238 580 488 &1l
2 47407 83 115 10 487 302 417
28,760 47,3158 ) 1ir 151 328 378 3-82
28,680 48,003 b4 103 162 05 359 338
20,440 40,382 59 1146 175 208 I 354
20,183 51,750 67 110 177 200 T4 42
20,487 G247 Bl 111 172 62 397 327
30,276 57,265 [ 103 169 245 a-40 206
31294 6,612 T4 &1 153 261 259 2450
az,161 T 46 1 122 1-58 238 1497
36478 7,247 a3 07 100 1405 1-88 143
[ T AB0 B0,305 a8 74 112 119 107 161
- -] 67,23 30 4l |1 133 103 187
Nore—Tatal Poerperal Dieaths on this page include Aeate Yellow Atrophy of the liver, from 1040 onwards.
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The factors eoncerned in the marked reduction in this rate  semted under the classificntion of cnuses for the years 1044-48

- ginee 1940 are indicated in the graph and in the fgures pre-

Tapie 11L.—Malernal Moriality.

1044, 1945, 1046, 147, ! 1048,
Bate Rate Rate Rate Rate
Cavses of Death. per per par Bee . T
Mo, 1000 | Mo, LG | Moo | 1000 [ Mo, 100 | X 1 iy
live Hen live live live
1 hiriha, biriha, births. birtha. births,
034 13 |09 I 027 13 009
(27 | 18 |02 | 5 |02 | 1 |oe
0-11 B |12 | 3 -4 1 =012
0-1{x 2 |03 | 4 (0-13 2 13
021 11 18 | I L[ 13 [12
063 38 | 0567 3 052 | @ |02
31 12 18 | G (023 13 |19
197 | 100|149 [ n: (161 | s1 |12
25 11 16 | 18 L 11 016
.25 111 165 | 130 | 187 | 92 | 17
METROPOLITAY AREA (STivisTicAl METROPOLIS).
4| x4 T 024 300G 6 |0lG | 4 13
12| 042 G | 020 4 (01F | i |00 | 4 13
7| 025 4+ |14 1 -3 1 LIS 1 LIS
ki 0-25 3 0-1( 2T 1 LS
90 D32 4 |14 3 0e | 5 |16 & 17
25| 088 14 [ 0-47 13 (041 | 18 | 080 13 043
10| 035 B | 027 T |D22 | T 2 3 |10
! | 2e1 | 4 (108 | 3 |14 | 3 (110 | W 100
15 o | 47 5 -1 ] 25 | -k
l 92| 323 | @ |zoa |10 a7 | 147 0 | 133
]
HEMAINDER OF STATE.
Aceidenta of pregnancy 11| (35 14 |- (1] L 14 037 2024
Fruerperal harmorrhage 11 | 035 | e 12 | 034 15 | 00 7 |13
Praerperal seplicacmia 8| 019 3 |08 7 020 2 | 005
Post abortive Enin & | 010 3 | e i g | 021 2 |00
- Thrembaophle wileolisgm, spbden desth ..o 14 | 0-40 § |02 B 023 6 |16 & L
aem-‘- 20 | 083 a5 | 078 3 0Tl 20 |05 15 0-40r
Other casualtics of birth : 4| 13 11 0-%4 5 ,II:I-H o0 ‘ 10 | 027
i Todal Bl 2450 ] 236 67 1-80 T I B 4l 137
Criminal abortion ... 13 | 041 I 0-100 ] 017 0 :0-2‘1 1 LSl
Grand Total B | 294 T | 248 738|206 g3 221 52| 140
| |

 The two groups of canses taking the highest toll of mothers’
lives §s baemorrhage and albaminurka asnd eclampsia.  The
former has shown a sustained reduction in the lest four yonrs,
Thian ean bo attributed to the inereaped wse of bloosd trams-
 fustons particularly in the metropolitan aren where four mobile
blood transfusion units arg available. These are madp avail-
~able by co-operation between this Department, the Red Cross
Blood Transfusion Servico and the Royal North Shore Hos-
pital, Womon's Hospital, Crownstreet, Royal Hospital for
and the King George V Memorial Hospital for Mothors

The death rate from sibuminuria and eclampsis, although
: , remnins bigh, and is the highest rate of any group

of esuses, Morg extensive ante-natal eare resulting in carly
recognition of toxacmin is the only way im which reduetion
im this growp of deaths can bo achieved,

The Special Medieal Committer investigating maternal mor-
tality have before it instanees of death from toxaemin where
o weight record during pregnaney has mot been kept nor the
blood pressures taken, In other instameos the mother or ber
relative have failed to follow the adviee of heér medieal prac
titiomer.

The death rate from post-abortive sopais and from abor-
tion hos been reduesd sines the introdeetion of modern chemo-

therapy. (See Table IV.)
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DEATHS DUE TO PUERPERAL CONDITION, NEW SOUTH WALES

Death Rates from Certain Causes per 1,000 Live Births for the Years |895-1948

)
Tote! Pusrperal wnel? iilegal Opemtions —
Fotal Puerperal ewci® Micgal Ooerations —_———
Fyerperal Seplicaemia rcl¥ Fapt Abort, Spore G—D
pdibpminura and' felampia
E Mﬂn‘.‘f'l‘-f NS PRGOS -l_—‘
ke Meamn B0 anoardly amcludes ot "-,':-'h-d*q: -':f"ﬁr_-:lm oy
dﬂmqrm*:b W PR s el ol arciuaed,
-k

\ [
5 i -"-"-‘.\ ’.f' 1
X 3
| k
o ol \
I|
4 % N
\
1".;"*.
1\.
%
3 % Y
5 "'

L
—
=

—
—

i

A
ol e v

| (N NANNAN %}Q

1895 1900 1905 1910 1915 1920 1925 930 @35 940 1945 ¥

"\.‘x'
v

Graph 11



MATERNAL MORTALITY

Deaths frem Criminal Abortions as percentage of total Maternal Deaths in Mew South Wales, 1905-1948,
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FART II—INFANT WELFARE.

1. Baby Health Centres,

The decision of the Government in 1944 to give generons
finnneinl assistance in the establishment of sew Baly Health
Ceéntre premises gave n tremendous impetus to the development
of this most important feld of maternnl and baby welfare,

The paliey provided that, where in future any loeal orgoni-
sation of approved statas is prepared to coopernie ]_n'ﬂ the
establishmont of a Baby Health Centre for use eithor in substi-
tutlon of existing umsatisfactory premises or ns n fresh or
additional Cenire:—

(o} The Government mnkes n grant of 30 per cont, of the
capital cost of building and equipping the Cenire
{exelusive of the cost of tho site) and, if required,
advances up to o further 25 per cont. of these costs,
wabjeet to repayment of the loan by cquated payments

of principal nud interest over n period of ton years,

(b) If it is not possiblo to ergct o mew buoilding but it s

le to puarchase or ment sultable premises, the

nt eontribotes S0 per eont. of the cost of the

bnildi:F oxelusive of the site, or alternatively, 26 per
eont. of the rent payablo

(e} In addition to any olher commitments invalved in
{ua of nbove, the loeal organisntion will be required to
premises in good erder and repair and be

respongible for all maintenakes upkeep sach as clean-
ing, ilflu and fuel, telophone charges, replacements

of equipment and like serviee and undertake to make
the premises available at all times to the Department

ﬁ IElhl.be Health for wse as a Baby Health Centre free
rent.

{d) The Government undertakes to vide nlso, free of

coat, the necessary stafl for the tre and be respon.
sible for any travelling aml sustenapce expenses of
the members of such staff in necordnnee with the

Public Sorvies Regulations,

{#) The arrangement will also be subject in all cases to
the leeal organisation cbfaining the approval of this
Department as to location, plans and equipment of
the Contre, and to the organisation ferther ander-
taking mot to interfers fn any way with the conduct
of the aetivities of the eontre.

If the o tion for Government assistames is made, it 1=
HrCesAnry the Couneil or Commiiies to complete a resolotion
embodying the eondition under which sech grant is aceopted.

Oifiedal standard lists of equipment are used as o Uasis of
disenssion omd planning and all purchases of equipment are
made through ordinary eommereinl ehanuels,

Payment of 50 eont, of the eost ia mado on produetion
of receipts for all purchases which are in accordames with
n list previously submitted and approved.

While ohse the standard requirements for adequate and

relntionships of rooms for the most efflcient working
PO oxternal appearanes of general design have varied
widely, ¢ combination of domestic and Institntional archi-
teeture has beon the ohjective.

There are mow 2060 Bﬂ.ﬁ_‘f Health Ceéntrea in the Elil{', af
which 73 are in the Motropolitnn aren, 11 in Newcastle amd
185 in the Country.

There wore twelve new l;mil-dinn eompleted and aceapied
under the now p&l]:'{.ﬂu:ing the T, ¥iE,, rie'rulur Hills, Teondi

Beach, Coraki, g, which were new establishments, aml
Grenfell, Homebuosh, Kin ro, Lane Cove, Liverpool, Pen-
rith nnd Wﬂhilﬁﬁr: ieh veplaced oxisting substondard
premises

Additions and extensions were eonstructed at the Binalong
Centre with a 50 per cent. subsidy from the Departmont,

Contres were nleo established at Burrinjuck {promiscs being
mndo available and cqui t provided by the loetal aothori-
ties) and at Cobargo where the Centre s condueted in ronted
premises.  In this lstter emse 50 por cont. of the cost of
equipment was provided by the Department,

The Baby Health Contre staff consists of 3 Nurse Inspeetors,
117 Somior Sisters and 64 Junior Sisters.

The attendances for the year werei—

Individual Attendaness ......... 103 400
Total Attendanees ..:cvoacuvansn 1,0 485
Staff Lectures.
Routing stall lectures are given each year at least ones
A guartér.
fal Fookisis.—The al frep haooklet,

* of which 50 are printed annually,
continués to Te a most valuable publieation nod s nsed by

all the metropolitne obstetric  hospitals, the majority of
obstetric apecialists and geseral practitioners.

Its ehiaf aim is 10 raise the standard of pre-natal eare by
{'I'Iﬂ:l'ulm,ﬂlig the mother to co-oporate with her doctor, hospital
or elinie by following imﬁ_iclt!:r the instructions given, by
attending regularly, and by
diet during pregnaney.

In addition to this valuable instruetion in pre-nntal ears,
“Our Babies” is another free booklet from the Department
of which 50000 are printed annaally.

ﬂl:ilirrlr#' Women's Aesocialion—1 wish to cxpress my appre-
cintion of the valuable support given by the Country .ﬂ’mmn':
Associntion to the ['I-;hr eilth f!b-htn:'il, especially sinea tho
inception af the 1944 policy under which the loenl authority
(very frequently the Country Wemen's Assoeiation in eountry
areas) provides the site for the senire and 50 per cent, of the
coat of ereetion and equipment and malntains the centre when
extablished, Nuorsing servieo is provided completely by this
Department.

This policy has called for considerable expenditure of fonds
by country bramches, and the willingness with which such
finnmcinl responsibility has been undortaken by the Asseciation,
hnz dome a tremendous amoont towards furthering the Baby
Henlth Centre servieo througheut the State.

Tribute fa Nuree Inspectorz and Norsdag Staff.—I woald also
like tao w;;_u tribute to the loval and eo-operative manner in
which the Nurse Inspectora and the Baby Health Centre nursing
wtaff have earried ont thelr duties,

paying partieular atteation to

2. Pre-schosl Child

The general intorest of the eompliunity in resént Fears has
been awakened to the necds of the pre-achool child and thora
has been a marked demand from all seetions of the community
for inerensed facilities for this age group.

The Baly Health Contres always encournged mothers to
bring their toddlers and pro-school ehildren to the eentres
for romtine suporvision, ns the yenrs from @ to 5 are those
in which the foumdation is laid for the chill's fuiure health,
Theas are the “valaerable” vears—ibe most formative period
and the ome of most rapid growth.

The Baby Health Centres give the parent of pro-school
chiliiren instruction in simple dicteties and elementary hrgiens
as well s ehecking the weight nnd physical development of
the ehild.

Unfortunately, owing to serious shortsge of staff, it was
found meccasary, in order te continne to staff all Baby Health
Centres in the eity and the Country, and provide ndvies and
supervision so csscnilnl for the mothers of young infants, to
diseantinge temporarily in the netropolitan area the practice
of seeing children aged from 2 to 5 years ms 2 matter of
routing, Advies is, however, given in any ease when especially
nmdr.ﬂl.

Infant Mortality.

The wortality rate among infanis in the firsk year of life
wag below 50 per 1,000 live births for the first time in 1830;
wng helow 40 in 1933, 1935, 140 and 1943, ned in each of
the five yenrs, 1944 to 1848 did not show any morked devia-
tion from the average for that period which was 3081, The
rate reached the then reeord low figure of 28,81 in 1847, but
rose Bo 300 in 1048

Although the sustained improvensont in the rate i3 not ob-
seupsd by these fluctustions in the nnnual fgures the ﬂl!'a:ii-
ness of the improvement is emphasised more in the fellowing
continuous flve-yearly averages

Tantk V.
New South Wales.
Infantile Mortality Fate per 1,000 Live Births,
Continnons Five-yearly Averages.

Porkod Rate, Period. Rate.
41-29 11-1045 ... 3505
41-18 P42 1040 3330
-G P3-1T ... 31:33
a2 TEH-1048 ... A0-31

Two ecomparative tables and graphs are shown below to
indieate the differentinl rates at age groupings within the
first vear and from various grooped cavses of death in
ehildren under one year of age
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TapLe VEL—Newe Sowth Wiles,

Infantile Morality According to Age Rate of Mortality per 1,000 Live Birtha
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Table VI shows the loss of infant life at different age next three wooks of 1ife 2.05; the tofal rate in the Srst month

groups, The greatest loss js in the neonntal period whoero
within the first week the rate in 1948 wns 18,38, nnd im tho

of life being 21.33,

Tanie VIL
Kew Sowlh Wales—Fnfantile Mortalily According to Age. .
Rato of Mortality per 1,000 Live Births.
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Table VII shows the mortality rate of ehildren nnder one
vear of mge in groups of cnuses of death representing the
varlous elazses of the Internntionnl List of Couses of Death.

Combined elasses 14 and 15, “malformations and disenses
peenling to the first year of life” sbow the highest rate in
ench year. The rate of 2111 for these combined olasses in

1948 §s the lowest on record, but it s only within the last
#ix renrs that this rate has shown any substantial improvement,
Reapliratory discases epresent fhe next largest grovp shown
in the table and bere ngain the rates for last five years
are consistently on o lower level than proviously. This
dm not iudnlunle “nlelestneiz" which, a8 a eause of i
ehildren under one T of age, ia grou in “liseases peenlinr
to the firat year nﬁm“. oo

PART lll—PRE-5CHOOL HEALTH SERVICE.

Report on the Medical Supervision of Day Nurseries and Nursery Schools for the year 1948,

The fonrtern Day Nurseries and Nurssry sthools whick
wirn auperviasd hy the Do]iartmnt:l Mediea] Officers duaring
1847 were again supervised by thom doring 1848, Dr. Bértram

%J Eju}ﬂqj and Maosmnn.

was pesponsible for Woolloomooloo, North
Dir. Hendorson undertook Horne Bay, Forest Lodge and New-
town, the romaimber were Hl‘lfﬂ'i!&a by Dr. Paleston-]ones.

Sixteen bundred and twenty-five childron were examined
during ope huedred and sixty-six visits, Diffieulty continues
to bse experienesd in interviewing the parerts, it appears that
this ls emphasiscd by the greater roluctance of employers
to allow time off sinee the introduetion of the forty-hour week,

nnd therefore it is not possible for the mothors to attend
during the time of the doctors’ visite. At one Day Nursery
(Foreat Lodge), however, the parent of every ehild was inter-
viewed at the child’s first cxamination. This would indicate
that, if the Matron and Dircctor co-operated fully, the
could be imterviewed during the doctor's visit and
wvery much more satisfaetory scrvies eonld be effected,

PE

In addition to the above cxaminations, ninety-six children
were gen for some specific roason in Letween their routine
#ix monthly exanmination,
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DIARRHOEA AND ENTERITIS
Annual Death Rate per 100,000 of the Population in Mew South Yyales, 1875-1948
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Nutrition.~It was decided that the classifieations of Nutri-
tion into Good, Fair, Bad should be farther sub-divided into
Excellent, Gu-uJ, Fair and Bad, but this sub-livision was 1w
started uetil July, which menns that the Exeellent and Good
figures during 1948 will not be cﬂu}:ﬁgrﬂlﬂt with any other
year when taken separately, but the Excellont and Good total,
which amounts to 1,261, eorresponds to the Good of the pre
vioms year which amounted to 1,083, This is 77.6 por cent.
of the tolal number examined, and this is equivalent to 06.0
por eent, in 1947, Which would seem fo indicato that the

ral standnrd of nutrition at the Nurseries has risen anothor
znr cent, on the ious vear nmd 30 por cont. on the
194 ris, The “Fair" and “Bad"” figures show an further
redustion om last year, being only 1BZ2 per eent. Fair amd

4.1 per cent. Bad, as eompared with 20.7 per comt., Fair and
ikt per eont. Bad in 1047, During 1946 the figures were 389
per eent Fair and 13.7 per cent. Bad.

fhiher Conditlons mot listed aborve.—Phimosia wos the most
commaon, Forty-six were found to nead cireumelsion. The
noxt most common eondition was bad posture of whish there
viere forty—most of these oceurred in the 4-5 years group.
Twonty-four echildren suffered from repeated and recurrent
attacks of Urticarin, .H'Dn;r af thess are |:|.I!'I.|':|1|:'|]:|J{ an Al-:-rg'r
Climie; twenty children bnd an Umbilical Hernia, whish re-
quired attention, and sizteen ehildren had strabismas uiring
treafment, Other conditions found only s a fow ehildren
are shown in Tabde IT,
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Repert on Medical Supervision of Kindergartens, 1948,

Twenty-cight Kindergaricns were saperviesd the Dwpari-
mental Modienl Offieors during the year. Bradfield Park was
first suporvised in Awgost. Wickkam and Waratah, at New-
eastle, in Fobruary, and Hargrave Fark in March.

Each child bas a binsooal examination and parcnts are
interviewed b the first visit amd subsequently when pecesanry ;
there were 986 poarent interviews. The medieal supervision
was conducted during 242 half-day scssioms, when 2,519
children were cxnmined. In addition, 116 specinl examinntions
were made,

Nutrition.—The gencral standard of nutrition again showed

n ﬁﬂ!uil: improvement on last year, as is seen in following
talsle :—
Nutriticn.
1H4G 1947 1gas
Fer cont. | Per cent, | Per cont.

Good....eeis 542 755 B7-3 (118 per cent.

15;‘1 -lw. aenl )

per [

Tkt ......... 00 0.5 116
Bad ........- 2 14 11

In Neweastle, at the newly established Waratah Kindergar-
tem;, no hot mid-day meal is provided, bat this faeility fs
arranged for Wickham.

In Sydney the newly establiskod Il;rﬂ:mvu Park Kinder-
garten provides this foeility, bt (at Brodfeld Park) there are
two groups, one morning amnd one afternoon awd s meal
ls mot provided.
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It will be scen that the classification has been slightly
altered this year in that tonsils and glands have been divided
up inte cnlarged tonsils Fequiring observation and those reqguir-
ing treatment. The nutrition has alse been slightly alfered
wo s bo divide these whose nutrition was “Good" into “Execl-
lent™ amd "Good™ as it was felt that there was too great
a difference between the best and the worst of those elassifiod
z8 "Good” to be able to bring them under one heading,

When the 87.3 cent, “Oools” were further amalysed, it
wns found that 1{? per eent. of these coull be classified a2
“Exesllent” and 88.1 per cent. as “Good”. 116 per cent. wero
elasgificd as “Fuir" amd only 1.1 per eent, had to bo elassifiod
ar “Poor™ or “Bad”,

Glands and Tonsils.—0f the 2,519 children ex-
amined, 319 per cent. of thom were found to have enlarged
glands and 243 per cent. to have enlarged fonsils. 78 per
cent. of the enlarged glinds were to be observed for o per
of six mon the remaining 22 per eent. were eonsidered fo
refuire im te treatment, 554 per eent. of the emlarged
tonsils were to be obsorvod for six months and 446 per cont.
required immediate treatment either by operation for their
remgval or some local medienl treatment.

Demlal Corigs.—Five hondred and thirty-six ehildren required
dental teeatment; this represeniz I1 per eent. of all
examined, whicl iz wot quite as gosd as 1947, when the figure
wns 194 eent.  This ks possibly accounted for by the
faet that for most of thoe year there was no dentist attending

the Diny Nuorserics so the ehildren of Peter Pan, Sarry Hills,
Likttle Citizens and Glol were not able to have the usual
dental eare,

Imuuai:um.lm—Eigl:l;-mn: ehildren had not beéen immu-
nized for Diphtlieria; thia represent 3.2 per cent. of the total
number of gﬁi.lﬂm- examined, as against 3.8 per eent. during
1047,

Other Conditions,=—Tho lrﬂwﬂl oecurrenee of knock kpees
and Aat feet was sgain noted, 7.8 per eent, of all children
wxamined had some 5-:& of knoek knees, and 10.1 per cent.
of all ehildren examined had some degree of fing fect. This is
nul':hmnnh different from lust year as seen from the followiog
tablo:—

147 1848
Knock Knee  cooovvenes a9 T.6%
Flit Fiet .....0000:- 10.3% 101,
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E. TUBERCULOSIS DIVISION.

REFORT OF THE DIRECTOR FOR THE YEAR ENDED 315T DECEMBER, 1948,

Staff,
Director, Deputy-Dircetor, one elork, ten visiting nurses,

Notifieations.

 Ome thousand seven bundred and eleven cases of pulmonary
lubereulosis were notified during 1048, of whom 1,006 were
males and §45 femnles, The age-groups chiefly concerned
- were: males 45-G4 years (471 cases) and females 25.44 yenrs
{329 canca).

Total motifications showed s decresse of forty enses, as
eompared with these for the previous year.

Deathas,
| Deaths from tuberenlosis of the respiratery aystem num-
bered 771, inmeleding those of 539 males an femnles.
Other deaths from tuberculosis numbersd 44, making a total
of 815 deaths from nll forms of the discase, a decrease of
50 compared with the previous wear,

There were no deaths under 1 year of age during 1048,

Sanatoria.

The nambor of beds available in sanatorin and 1|
hoaplitals ia sot out in Table 4. Owing to difficultics in obtain-
ing suitable nursing and domestic :flﬁ' it was found mneces-

mﬁ%ﬂm h;;gmnnj in |ltl'|'.'r|!nliu-11.-l, thie boeds thas
| ren N tted from the total of 1,154

vailable beds shown. :

————

Climies,

: cheat clinies were in opera-
itnn distriet of Bydwer and one
B of the netivitics of thesé eclinies

bt
the ;"Etr :

e ——

In the metropolitan elinics there was an imercase of 5,043
L examinations, -rutmpn.mﬂ with the prf."ri{lun YT, and
in the Neweastle elinie o deerense of 142,

Private Group X-Ray Services.
By arrangement with spocialist radiclogista in  Syduey,
g:uup X-ray acrvieea were available daily from Monday to
turday, inclusive, throughout the year. A tofal of 16002
examinations were completed under this scheme during the
year, ropresenting ne imerense of over BOD, compared with
those im 1047,

Educational Activities,

In addition to the distribution of leafleta and pamphicts
earried by the Division, speeial oxhihits were shown at a
number of agrieultural shows in eountiry towns. Broadeasts
ware glven at imtervals, and speeial lectupes wese given by
the uty-Ddrector at varions eentrea. These activitiea were
evidently appreciated by the sadiences, snd ressalbed in
aumerous inquiries from members of the poblic. The stimo-
lntion of publie ec.operation in this way may be regarded as
an important development in reeont years, which it is hoped
to extend further.

During the latter part of the year the Ddrector was abeent
on aB extended inveatigation of poblic health administration
overacas, taking ap other dutics on hia refurn, It is desired
to express his vory desp spprecintion of the co-operation he
bas recelved from the stafl of the Division over a periel of
more than fourteen years, doring which time continued pro-

ress has been made in the reduction of tulwreulosis in this
te, to which the unfailing devotion to duty of the staff of
Lheh?iﬁlinn, often under great diffienlty, has largely eontri-
il
The thanks of the INivision are extemded to all thoee ages-

cles, bLoth wvoluntary and governmontal, which bave assisbed
in its work during thoe year.

Nedifications.
| TanLE L—-—E.Dl'l'ﬁu' the agn anil sx inesdenes of the cases ﬂmm ‘Tubereulosis notified during the wear 1048,
Mr itan HimLer Brokes Fill Rectmion -
Hiver South Comsg Mizchell
'é;:;"‘ Comblmed ‘:"’::".“‘" HiealLh Healih TH:FII Hemalnder of Whde of
Age Period, e Hanitary ey Diistriet. Dstrict. e ate. Heats,
Wram ey Mean e S |y Mean Popubuiion Pupabation.
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| TaBLE 2.—Fhowing the number of deaths feom all forms of Tubereulosia in (o) Motropolis, (9 whole State, during the year

| ended 3lst Decembor, 1948,

I

| Metropolis. Whole Hiale.

[ Males. Fomales, Total. Males, Females, Tutal.

| — | - — =
“Erlbnn ........................... 371 162 533 fi i1 o 1 Til

p nervous systom (1] 4 10 bt L] 1 15

Orther 0 9 23 19 10 | 20
Tobal riecorimsioirorsissis 391 175 G656 567 245 B1G




TUBERCULOSIS

Annual Ceath Rate per 100,000 of the Population in New South Wales, 1875-1948
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TanLk 3.—Ehowing the age and sex of the persons whose deaths from Palmonary Tuberculosis wore notified daring the yesr ended

3lat Decvimber, 1045,

Munter BT
Mewpobian | S | BSOS | g ot | gchon | Wetmond
Aanliary E:'M.hﬁl Annltary ::kril:kml Imh Henlil Femainder of Whode of
SArY L. Hlale, BEatbr,
g Piean | Diset | DRI | Meaw | Mean | PR oo, | Popeaiia.
Population e Pogaalation = . Population
1
] |
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TasLe 4. —Showing Institutional Accommaodation available for patients suffering from Pulmonsry Tuberealosis.

Number of Beds.
Bantoria and Hespitals, Type of Cases Rectivel,
| Male. | Femabe Todal
1
1. Waterfall Sanstorivm (under Governamoent eomtrol} .o Intermodiate .....cooeee | 135 | A8 223
2, Randwick Auxiliary Hospital {ander Government conteol) ..., e o e L iy [E 120
3. Queen Vietoris Homes (subsidised j— |
Thirlmere Early fomale ......ooooiiiiiainns | | n T
Waentworth Flﬂl ........... Early ko ...... 4 H 4
4. Red Em-ﬂomtgr |
ak Wml.w:ﬂh Fllil weer] Early male and female .........) L] o ]
vor| Late manke and female, A3 i1 11 21
T e e ann faun el ann 12 12
Early fi | 1 [}
Mabe and fomale ...ococoemens c L]
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TanLe 5.—Showing number of patienis receiving Institutional Treatment during 1945 in the Institulions shown,
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TapLE G.—Showing ithe average residence in da}'lutd.mdi:iimi om di from Sanatoria nnd Hospitals of paticats under treatment
148,
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Tames T.—Showing condition of paticota on imsion to, nmd discharge from Institutions for the treatment of Pulmonary
g Tubereulosis during 18,
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F. Hﬂﬁ[ﬂi’l OF INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE.

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE, FOR THE YEAR ENDED 315T DECEMBER,
1948, ,

Staff,
Director—Gordom €. Bmith, M.B, RS,
Medieal Ofcer~T. L. Dunn, H.I!., B.S., D.P.I[., T
& IL
First Seigntifie Asmisfant.—H. E. G. Raynor, B.Be.

Helentific dzsisfontz—H, M, Whaite, B.E, J. L. Hullivan,
ASTOC, C L. Callen, BSe, B.Ee,

Laboratory Assistant.—W. J. Brown.

Shorthandwriter ond Typist,—Mrs, M, Hill.

General.

The D¥vision of Industrinl Hygiene underinkes the inves
tigation of hozards to health in factories, mines nmd jwdws-
try pemernlly ; the diagnosis of eases of oecupationnl discase,
and the ventilation of theatres and publie halls, iscleding
the examinntion of proposed plans for mechanieal ventilation
of such places, It es-operates with the Department of Labour
amil Imdustry and SBoecial Welfare in the provention of indws-
trial discages nnd with the Mines Departmest in problems
dealing with dast and ventilation ik eoal mines: also with
Commopwenlth snd Stote authorities as the oceasion demands.

Any person claiming to be affectid by exposurte to damn-
gerous dusts, gmses, fumes or to bad ventilation or other
unsatisfactory eonditions of work s entitled to an examina-
tion, which is earried out by the staff. AR times an additional
cxamination, such ns nn X.may of the chest or a report of a
skin condition by n dermatologist, is thought advisable and
this extrn serviee is avnilable without cost to the worker,
During the yoar 450 industrinl workers {IGE men and 27
women) were medieally examined at the Division lnboratories
Eighty-three (B3} recxaminations were earried out,

Pathological cxaminations are made of the lungs of ecoal
miners amd workers in other dusty trades. Hoporia on these
cxaminations are ustd in the determination of eompeonsation
elaims by dependants,

Levtoros amid  demonstrations are given periedically o
groups of medical practitiooers wadertaking  post-graduate

studics; toe factory inspectors, to University undergraduntes
in engincering, and to colliery offfeials stwdying for higher

eeriificntes,

The Direetor and three of the seiontific assistants wers
members of the following committess of the Binndards Asso
clation of Australia:—

(1} Eafety Stondards Co-ordinating Committe;

(2} The NEW. Committee om Code of General Prin.
ciplea for Safe Working in Indostry;

{3) The N.BW. Committee on BStatistics of Industrinl
Accidents;

{4) Beetional
Clutiuing;

Commitier on  Protective Opeupation

{5} Committes dealing with S.A.A. Bafety Code for the
Application and Romoval of Paints apd Surface
Finishes;

(6) Committes on Hefrigeration.

Because of jts special kmowledge and experienee nceamu-
Inted over the veaes, the Divigion has beeome the ehisf advis-
ory body on industrial health matters to other Government
departments, employers' and employess” organisations, insur-
anee companies, medical practitioners and other persons.

Thus inquiries for information from a variety of sourers
are reccived, and many of these involve a thorongh scarch of
the industrial medical Hterature. In this way, a large amount
of time is consumed without anything tangible to show for
it, but the provision of this information serviee is a neecs-
sary and important part of the Division's work,

In this report n summary bes been made of the mere impor-
tant field inquiries wodertnken, and also of the results of
cxaminations such ns blood eoonts omd chest X-rays earried
out during the year, Tables show the number of cases of
bend poisoning, oceupational dermatitis, and poeumoconiosis,
together with the oeeupations in which these diseases oecurrod,
In regard to lead polsoning, proctically all persons elniming
to be affeeted by that discase would be exsmined by this
Divisien, but many individuals with skin or pulmenary disease
are examined by Insuranes Companiés or Compensation
Boards, and omly apply to this Dvivision sftor compensation
has bein refased.

FPost-Mortem Examinations of Lungs of Coal Miners and
Werkers in Other Dusty Trades.

Lung spetimens from fourteen (14) individunls were
reezived for examination for poeumoconiosis, In some eases
the heart was also sent,

The lung specinons were examined pathologieally and were
chemically analysed for the amount of free and combined
silica and free carbon, The details of the methods used in
these post-mortemn studics have been described in  earlier
reports of this Division.

The pathologienl and chemieal findings of thirteen (13)
specimens are shown in Tabls 1.
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Tant L—5&k the hlholugiul Findings and Chemical Analysia of the Lung Specimens of thirteen (13} Coal Mine Workers

examined in the year 1948, Where & Coal Minor worked on
used for the purpose of Classificatlon,
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Coal Mine lnvestigations.

Dariag 1948 in tions were earfled out in six (8)

Northern, six (6) Sout and twa (2) Western eollieries.

‘of these were made at the request of the Department

of Mines and econeerned -Il-e;ﬂ] dusty working places under-

ground. In addition, two serles of speeial tests were taken
and thess are diseussed below,

In Conleliff Enllbﬂﬂ on the Southern Field, correlations
weré made between the clrenlar konimeter, the Owens' dust
counter md the Bausch and Lamb dust counter in eonditions

o 20 particles eubie eentimotre, 70 ta 500
Fﬂ i u w‘ﬁ 8 por whrmﬂ
mitre, rrela n coafcionts between th
elreular konlmoter and Owens' dust uunur leetween the ril-‘-
usch and Jmt eounter
mmwmmmmman-whﬁ
were respectively 0.78, 0.84 apd 090, Addi-
thonal tests In nmother Houthorn co {Hﬂmm ol
her the eireu and the

wa i ounts in this pit ranged from 70 to
. LT60 particles qu eentimatre nu-u' dust eounter
pit centimetre by eiren.

the pi pariteles en one another com.
puﬁﬂu“q por euble mihntm.nﬂ.mnﬂ

f the konimeter counts to the eorresponding
mwmﬁuhummmmmm

Whilst at low dust concomirations by Owens’ dust counter
I!I ratlo was about umity, it fell Nttds more than 0.2 at

1,760 particles per cobic eentimetre (Owens'). This depar-
ture from unity in the ratio would necount for the lower

correlation fent for the two instruments in Metropoli-
ton Colliory, and still b r dust eoncenirations would be
expbcted to result in a I lowor eorrelntion enéfficient.

Becnuse of this piling of particles the cirenlar konimcter
was congidered unsatisfaetory for use in coal dust eomcéntra-
tiona abavg 400 urﬂnlu&:‘r cubie eontimotre, Ita wse in
N.BAW. collieries re b8 o proclaimed standard of
T00 particles per :ulm. centimatre by Owess’ dust eounter)
was not ndvised, despite cortain advantages it possesses, such
g & m Le upqrhl:mg routine and relatively J.'nl'qu.lLul ehang-
ing of the sampling plate.

Anr investignijom was made in Bonalbo Uo!lwriv in northern
New Booth o determine whether Fnlq.l.lll.l.t [ Fi:h which
nre used in win "hr eoal, cronted orceasive concomtrations of
eonl dust. From the tests ﬂ"l-d ouk, it was concluded thnt na
dust hazard resulted from the uee of thess picks in this mine,
The inguiry was of s 1 interest becamss Bonalbo Colliery
is the cnly mine in Blate using these machincs,

The average dust coneentration when thess picks were work:
ing was about Hﬂ rtbl!lﬂ per cubie eemtimetre bo Owens'
dapt edunter, Fm i Hul.‘hr average dust con-
esntration. tlum- band-m ratlons  were  lower.
Bhave eonl into skips gens uud. l.n average dust eoncen-
tration 1410 partleles per -mhd.e contimetro, Bnﬂng using
hand drills, gave n m‘ll;th‘la amount of dust,
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Radiographs of Lungs of Werkers in Dusty Trades.

Radiographs wore made of the chests of 123 individuals,
mostly workers im dusty trades, who attended the Division
for cxamination. Sevonty-fonr (74) individusls showed mno
abnormality, thirty-one (31} sbowed inecréastd linear mark-
ings, ten (10} showed nodulation, and eight (2) tuberculosis
or suspected tubereulogis,

Table 11 hereunder swmmariscs the oeceupation, and the
X-ray finding in the lungs, of 123 individuals whoe were
examined. In the table, the column beaded “Noduolation™
ineludes those eases in which the rn‘lhﬂnginal chamge in tho
lungs was believed to be due to (i) duost disease slone, and
{ii} dust disemse necompanied by tubereulosis. The cclumn
headed “Tubereulosis or Suspected Tuoberculosis™ includes
those cases in which tuberenlosin was present or suspeeted,
but was unnecompanied by dust discase

Tantk IL
Cormal| in Liseas [odu T“m
Oecupation. Normal.| in oai . | OF
= markings. Metico. Tuberculcais
i} 4 2 1
1
5 i
2 1
3 1
10 ]
K] £ 2 1
Coal and shale mirers 5 1
Metalliferous miners 2 2 i
Pipe and brickvard workers, 2 wr | e -
rmace brickisvers 1a 8 | o 2
Basalt millers........... P [ |
Lead battery workers .. 1 Z
Coal-mine ckamiths A [ | .
Enamel sprayers ..... 1 ik 1 A
Anbeatos mill hands .. 1 1
Woodworkers  ..o.cccoeeen E I |
Fluarescent tube workers [} s | 1
iﬂ;:r: ............... SR b | =
o pﬂ'l'dﬂ.' i ass aaa amm
Miscellaneons . ...occceecee 7 !. L | i 2
Totals | 74 3 |

Five of the cases showing nodulation were of special intercst
and a few notes comcerning them are shown hereunder:—

1. Hasali Mitler—This man was 53 years of age and
had worked for mearly thirty-Bvo years st a blse metal
quarry. Most of the time ke Bad been employed on
sereens and crusbers st the quarry. His X-ray
showed a fine type of vodulation of unasual density, whizh
wne present throughout the whole of hoth Iung‘& This
case 18 of intercst niasé bloe metal, (orthoclase basalt)
containg no free sillea. Two similar eases have pre
viously come under the nothee of the Division.

2 Coal-ming Hlocksmith.—This man was 59 vears of
age and had been employed as a blacksmith in coal mines,
moatly “underground, for about twenty-five wears, He
had alse beem a miner at the coal faee for aboot six
ears, His X-ray film showed an carly degres of modu.
ntion throaghout both lung flelds.

8. Emame! Sprager.—This patient was 30 years of age
and, althoogh elassified as an eoamel spraver, had mot
been engaged in that oeeupation sinee 194, sinee when
he had beem n storéman for foor YouTH i nl:qrgn-
hand in n tinning shep for two years. He had only spent
four yenrs ns an enamel s :.:glr and the X-ray film of
his chest shewed a pnera.lpa fineg type of nodulation.
Other I“fi conditions have to be comsidered in the dif-
foremtial diagmosia, but other indivldeals who have worked
a8 gnamel sprayers have been found to show radiographi-
cally a pulmonary condition resembling dust discase

4, Adsbestos Mill Hand—This patient was 65 years of
age and had been an asbestos miller for seven I“"
bofore examination. Prior to that be had been doing
pick and shovel work., Apart from his recent ueni:
tion, which wans known to be very dusty, his industrin]

is incomplete. A radlograph of En chest showed
[ v changes, rlsing nodular shadows and eon-

solbdations, amd onm gleal examination of thoe chest
ingpiratory rhonehi were heard at all areas. The patieat,

however, did not return, when requested, for further
imvestigations (spotum tests and progresa rndlﬂm
and in view of thia and of the incomplete in
history, the dingnosis cannot be regarded comclusively as
aabestosis, |
5 One of the sandstone workers aged 60 years had
been pmployed as o howss Juhufmihl;gruunﬂ
had wer sinkitg shafta in sandstone as a coal
miner for fourteen ars. The X-ray film showed
ndvanced nodulation with large areas of consclidation.

Investigetions in Dusty Trades.

Ihist Teats in Waler Hoard Tunnels—AR the request of the
Bilicosis Committer, dust tests were earried out in comsbrue-
tion tunnels and shafts in the Ashfield district and ab the
dam site at Warragamba, HReadings were taken on elght
days and for ns many operations as could boe arranged at each
working e, For each test six alr umT'hu wire takes
with nn UOwens® dust counter at five-minute intervals, exespt
in some places at Warrngamba, where the time isterval was
redueed to four minutes, in order to inerease the mumber of
places tested in the time available.

Boring was carried out by means of axial water feed poeu-
matie drills, and the m:&q aperation by Bullivan machins
].nm]x-uﬁ._ hThe I;._::Iﬂr hl;.",[:n-lau L maching 'l‘lE Eixudl with nﬁ
jets which spra the rock eomtinuonsly durin
ensea where the mechanieal londer was Innllibﬁlm; of
trucks was dome by hand boodling.

All workings weee mechanieally exhansted, and where the
main inbet wna considered to be too far baek from the face
or dust sourée, nn ejector type of ventilator that econld be
taken down during firing was provided, in addition to the
mnain system.

At Ashfield nine of the tunnels were
sandstone nnd  four thmngh shale. In a
places tested at Warragamba the rock was sandstone.

The dustiest o
centration for a

driven through

the places t being 67 particles

cubie contimetrs, as compared with 62 r cubie
centimetre during cleaning out drajns pueumatic picks,
47 particles per euble eentimetre for m. Ietﬂ:pﬁnh-
per cubie ecentimetre for after firing, 15 pa

cubic centimetre for single count {m
particles per eubie contimetro) was ob boring in
o seetion in which the avernge dust eoncentration for tho
period of test was 170 particles per enbic eentimeire,

The eontrol methods observed appeared to be adequate for
mnintaining the dust comcentrations in the air of the worki
laces at less tham 200 particles per cubie -M:
i tﬂhl: approved standard of dust concentration for work in
niahdstone,

Asbestos Mining.—During a visit to an sshestos mine in
northern New South Wales, dust samples wers taken near
the erusher and in the bagging section of the assoeiated plant.
The Ameriean midget impinger wos wsed for these tests.

In the erushing section, the dust eoncentration wns 160
million lllldrh:lr: per cobie foot, whilst in the bagging seetion
it was 110 million particles por eubie foot. The dust would
consist of n mixture of ssbestos and country rock, mainiy
serpentine. From the appearance of the dust under the micre-

scope, partienlarly from the la pereentage of fibrous par-
thches visilile, it was considered that the accepied standard of
five million asbestos particlos per cubic foot, had been exeeeded,

and appropriate {‘Hﬁﬂmlﬂd-'l“ﬂl'll for reducing the dustivess
::en- nﬁ. Endiogra . -:::h ':'Inu t:han of the chest of
wo workmen e n the erushing and bagging sections,
showed no evidence of ashestosis, v £

llow ochre in an

Ore Milling—During the grinding of
1;1"! milling rulﬂi&mmt tz;l;ﬂ were g vl an!“ﬂr::
rom several po capeed near v on
{anrler. The nverage dust count at the end of the
van Gelder grinder was 190 particles cabin
{Crwems' ), on the delivery end, #10 particles culde
centimeire.  The high avernge cownt in the latier pesition
was probably due to leakage from the eolleeting bags which
were wot housed. Tt was recommended that ihinﬁQ

should be effectively acaled and the dust collécting hags
eneloged by n mechanically exhansted chambaer,

Asbestos as Heat Inswlation in Steel Moulding.—To reduce
the loss of heat from molten metal beld im a croeibls, one
Erm eovered it with a Inyer of coarse asbestos,
particles of which spread throughout the building it
shovellsd on to the metal ¢ exposare to as
intermittent and of short duration, about five min
mﬂn&aﬁﬂ,uﬂhtlﬂltﬂmmmﬁ
two or three times a week, the dust hazard was
to be small, Howerer, in view of the dangers asasciated
asheatos dust, it was advised that a substitute such as
(maguealum oxide) should be uwesd,

H

1P
it

ik
£l

dust Jeaks

eight working |
tion was :h-uriur. the average dust com- -
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Cruaher PMIFFMIwIngB:cmum from the Department of
Labour amd Imdustry and ial Welfare, an Inspection was
made of a plant in crashing stones obtained from
the banks and bed of the Nepean er. A& sample of the
dust that had settled out on one of the platforms near the
sereenn was shaken in water and separated into two portions
hg sedimentaticn; the fine porthon (partheles mostly wmdor
10 mierons) was i:'g welght, a ﬂ?ﬁ amall portion of the wholo
[ -

b, fine dust eontaimed f per eent. and the eoarser
mm 632 per cent. of free siliea.

The dust eount was 45 particles per eubie contimetre
(Owona"), and, umder the comditions of test, there wos no
seTious CXPOSUTE.

Pipa Fabrication~In the job of bending steel pipes, anly
two protesses, oo the pipes by discharging gravel
inta , and sereening the gravel, were foand to give
rise to rous concentration of dust. Both prosesses wore
sufficiently intermittent to minimise any serfous dust hozard,
but it is not eertnin that, with dust contalnimg a high per
confage of froo silien (over 60 per eent.), exposure io coneon-
trations of nbout 4 partiches per eubiz eentimetre of alr

Owens'), even for short periods each day, would not cause
&up in the lungs after many vears, An alteration in the
meothed of sercening was considered deairable.

Puklﬁ the pipes with river gravel prior to bending, amd
bending pipes eroated mo dust bozard.

Other Investigations imfo Dusty Oecupafions—In nddition
to the above, ware on o number of other pluces
visited, These included the following of work, in which
no serious harard was indieated:— Goneral dost eonditions
in asphalt hot mix plant; samdblasting a bridge to remove old
paint; n railway power house; grinding hollow-ware cnnmels
with a portable grinder; a mogass plant in 2 sugar milly
ing metal coating on eas i unloading ecoir matiing

a ship.,
Lead Paisoniag.

One hundred and eighty-four (184) persons suspected of
having lead ning were examined and were clossified me-
cording to standards adopted by the Divigion into either
ome or other of two groups

(1) Lead i with disability, which Is a compenaahle
cond with disnbling symptoms, anaemia and in-
ereamed stippling of the red Dlood eells.

(2} Mot lend poisonmed or lead poisoned without disabiliey.

Of the twemiy-four (24) individeals who were considered
to be suffering from lend poiscming with disnbility, thirteon

i

(18) worked in factories mannfacturing clectric aecummlators,
Table TIT which follows shows the occupation of the 184
Individusla Envestigated and the dingnosis in each case.
TaeLe I
Xot Lead
Lead | g ned
Nmber | Polsoned| "L
Teslnsiry. Decupation, Emm with Polssad
Diss- without
BUREF. | Dby,
Manafacture of ] | a
acesTnlsbor 3 — i
batberies. 2 2
A i i
7 o 5
el s
B o H
n 4
w0 a T
2 20
£ 1 1
[ e 5
14 14
i i
2 ]
i 4
a I 4
15 15
1 1
2 ]
1 1
4 i
1 1
1 i 1
& C 5
& i 1
1 1 L
1 F 1
1] a 9
3 o ]
1 1
1 1
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184 2 160

Iu addition to the medieal examinations earried out in the
laboratory, 4,724 blood slides submitted at regulnr intervals
by the medieal officers of thirteen (13) factories, were ex-
amingd for stippled red eells, and the results semt (o the
maidienl officer eomeermed. FEight (8) of these fastories were
engaged in the manufacture or repalr of electrie aceamulators;
twa (2] were smelting motals eontnlning lead; in another the
lead exposure enmp from the mamnafacture and  applieation
of vitreous ecmamels; the employees in the other two plants
ﬁ-ﬂ exposcd to lead in the manufaetore of glass and paruling
nka.

During Inspections of Rallway workshops and undertakings,
blood examinntions for lead poissning were enrried out on one
hundred and thirty-twe (132) workmen, including bridge
dismantlers (oxy-aeetvlene barners), baktery repairers, turmers
wnd fitters, plunibers amnd whitemetnl workers,

Ine dismantling a paisted steel railway bridge by burning
out tho rivets, the six oxysneetyleme burmors showed hlo
changes eonsistent with lend pbsorption, and in some cases
a bigh urinary exerebion of lead. ‘The lead in urine wina de-
termined from “spot” samples takom on the job and net from
twenty-four-hoar speeimens, Althoogh only one of the burnora
(GH.B) was abaent from work during the period in which
the tests wepe made, it is comsidered that the other five (5}
had some disability due to lead, The bridge was in sueh an
cxposed pesition that the natural ventilation wos always good,
and in addition, suitable respirators were provided after the
first month or so. The tests have shown that the use of oxy-
seetvlone torehes on lead painted stecl surfaces introdoces
n serions léad rlak even whon the work ia earried out in the
open air.  Although respirators minimise the exposure, they
enn only be effective if worn whenever there is an exposurc
ta fumes. It would be good practiee to roster the barners

rindieally, so that after working om lead-painted surfaces
or o few weeks, they eould have a apell on mon-lexd work,

The resulis of blood nnd urine bests enrried out on the six
oxy-scetvlone burners are shown in Tabde IV

Tame IV.
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A man ongn in Alling dents in the bodywork of mew
ears with a molten dond nlloy snd then smoothing the filling
with a power grinder was severely lead wl. Fonr other
follow workmen deing similar work = d blogd 1_:&& ]
indleating a lead intake. In earlier years lead posomang has
geeurred in other foctories doing this type of work which s
wsnally referred to as bufing. The hazard was overcome by
mm;fu; over o hand filea for smoothing and supplying
respirators eapable of giving proteetion ngninst lead funaes
for nse when molting the solder.

Following a request from the Australlan Workers' Union
an investigation wos made during M:E into working conditions
at a factory engaged in making lead oxide. In addition to
the foreman, who had worked at the factory for six years,
the firm employed four men, two on the day shift amd ome
on each of other two shifts. Four of the employees had
been oxnmingd far evideneo of lead rqimnf during recent
woeks, One who had worked nt the factory for four montha
was suffering from lead poiscning and was unfit for work;
s second man who had wor im the axide Ehn‘t for six weoks
was stated to have boen trented in hospital for lead polsoning,
but ns he was not examined jn this Division until siz weeks
after leaving work an opinion as to disability due to lead at
the time of eeasing work eould not be given, The foreman



72

showed evidenes of a lead intake but was not eonsidered to
kove nany disability due to lead; the bload of the fourth man
showed mo evidenee of lead poisoning,

The conecobration of lend dust in the geseral atmesphers
anid mear the drom filling scction was varable; on one day
it was found to be below the maximom allowable concentration
of 15 milligramme per enble mwetre; on the second day of
test the amount of lead in the air in slmilar positions was
above the maximum allowable eoncentration, Howover, when
dﬁlllﬂ Imtermitlont jobs sueh ns |v|1r|,4'|i||:|g denmes of oxlde fnto
tribcks, there appearcd to e sofficient exposure to warrani
the wearing of a respirator which wns supplicd but not always
WOFm,

From the results of elinicnl cxnminations, alr tests, and
anemomst ber readings taken at the inlet hoods of the mechanfeal
ventilation systom, it was eoncleded that the lead hazard in
this factory was due to inbermitiont cxposwre to high eon-
contratbons rather than fo o permanent excessive concenirn-
tion of bead dust or fumes, To minimise the risk of lead poison
ing the following precautions were recotamended :—

{1} Provide wellfitting lids for all drums.
(2) Wash down immedintely all lead dust spilled on the
floor.

(3} On intermittent processes where the oxhaust system
ia inapplieable;, wenr respirator eontinwously.
Dlermatitis.

Of 133 individuals who wore oxambsed to determine whother
the rash from which they were suffering was nssocinted with
their ocewpation, seventy-five were consadered to have n der-
matitis eitler not dae bo, or not proved due to cecupntion.
Of these seven had tinia and one scabics,

Table V shows the ocenpation in which the fifty-cight enses

Heat and hamidity

Walder

af  oeeupntionnl dermatitis  oeeurred, fogether  with  the
suspiscted eansative agont;—
Tarre V.
Suspected Cansative Agent. Dcenpation, :{":m.l“" ol
i OSSR ORPPRT I - - - [+ 77 S B p
Fitter .o 5o i 1
Latheworker 1
Mn & 1
Kaolvents i ing manufacturer 1
Bailer repairer _}
|
Painter and dm‘t#rm 1
Ehip's officer ......... 1
Hilk soreen worker ., 1
Diyeatuffs ..oooooienniae o 2 1
1
1
Chromium 1
Ciement 1
1
Do coiniisians 1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
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X poatTe),
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Wl.tuniduh:ntuu
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Whaterside )
.| Hospital wardsman...
cene] Meat wrl:lsr ............
Tyre moulder
Leather workn
o Maintenan
Infection following (Bary ...

Cata [Tinea citoinata) ..o.oeeeee
Horse hale .............
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T tions were made of two factorics, one at Neweastle
aml the other im Sydney, cmgaged in the manufacture of
fAvoreseent tubes used for the lighting of offices, factorics mnd,
ta a leser extent, of private homes. During the past few
years reports have been pablished in Ameriea staling that
workers in faetorics masafacturing these tules have been
affocted by o disense of the lungs, which has apparently beon
eansed by the inholstion of dust comtaining beryllinum, In
view of the findings, every offort should be made to prevent
the inhalation of beryllivm, even in small amounts,

Froms the inspections made it appearcd that tho |
wanll oceur in the eonting secibon in which batehes of
coating powders, which incloded zine-beryllium silicate, were
weigled out, ground, sieved and then re-groond i small mix-
ing mills and in this way briuging the powders into liguid

ngion in solutions such a3 nitrocellulose in butyl ace
and ethyl aleohol. 2

DPae io Inck of loen]l exhaust ventitation at poiots whers
the dry powder was handled, the ventilation was considercd
to e unsatisfactory, This nspeet was discussed with the
mans cat of the two factories. A regular medieal exnming-
tion, including an X.ray of the chest, of all o

to be exposed to beryllivm was rocommended, in the ense
of the Svdoey factory, srrmngements were made by this Divi-
sion fo F:m.'r seven of the berylliom workers X-rayed. None
of these men showed amy evideses that they had been affected
by exposare to beryliiam. It is the intention of the Division
to keep this industry uwnder observation,

Fumes and Gases.

Fenceme ard Tolwene—An i tion was made of a fastory
using a toluene-ruliber solution in the rubber of plipes
and other rubler eoating operations, The tion of
tolaene in the atmosphere near the men tmf;od on the varfous
pm;w- rnng-:-.jmf]rﬂm 101; parts per mthu-h more than
1,800 paris 1. t wis stated Wb TRRAAECIenL
that for nmlr:l eara the solvent used dﬂ beem a mixture
of beneene and i
to benzene and their present ox
oxamined ot the Inboratary thin Thivision.
of the men to the fumes varled from
yoeara and the most eommon Hems =
neag and firednoss, Of the nine men exnmined, two had some
degree of amnemin,  Control measures to reduce the
tration of toluene to less than 1000 parts per million
detailed and peripdic medien]l examination of the men
Moged on the proscsses recommended,

Further air analyses were earried out in a f engaged
in the manufacture of printing inks :mnm it
solvent to determime the efeicner of the method of
working proetised sinee the imvestigation h-:ninr The pro-
ciasts wWert mow earried out automatieally with exhaust
ventilation. The results of the analyses indieated that the
comeontrations of tolugne fumes wore leas than 50 parts per
million in all ploces wheee it was necessary for the operator
to work. These eoncentrations wore comsiderably lower than
those found on the ious visit and indicate effgetive.
neas of an exhaast 1-i;::

At anather factory, a rubbor solotion was being manufastured
using benzene ns solvent. A dough was first E:ﬁptmd in a
horizontal mixer with a proportion of the so . and thoe
dough was then added te more of the solvent in a vertieal
mixer. Although an exhaust system was installed the volume
of air exbansted over the horizontal mizer was little more
than onetenth the volame roquired to maintain sn air velo-
city of 100 lincar foet por minube across the face of the
kood.  High cencentrations of bengone in the breathing zone
of the two rators were found during 1 o
inta the vertieal mixer and duorieg cleaning o
mizer, The low eomcontrations found t
tions were considersd to be mainly due to gh |
ments in this section of the factory due to the windy condi-
tions existing on the day of test, rather than to the method
of operntion ned the facilities available. Tt was considered
that alerations in werking proeedure and rovemants in
the exhaust ventilation syvstem should be insti if it were
not pesaille to replace benzene by a nontoxie substitute,

Bubsequently, st the roquest of the sem » further :
wire ea :quultudult-mlurlalhup fmlﬁﬁ
in the mixing section wounld redues the comeentration of bonzene
in the lrmlll.Elna zonre of the operators. Ome pillar fan installed
near the mizer created an air velocity of 1 feot minute
nerosd the top of the Intter. The concentration of benzens in
the breathing zone of the opeentor ra from MW to more
than 1800 paris per million. Tn addi the air containing
this high conecniration of lonmzeme diffused throughout the
factory, This mithod of ventilating blowing air aeross
the operation is unsatisfactory—a resnlt Bot unma os
fams merely eause loenl air movemont and by re ating




~ the air do not increase the general ventilation. This re-eireuln-
tiom and iho high air movemoni across the mixer Jvmhnhlj'
aceounted for the la imerease in the eoncontration of benzene
in the air compsa with the previows test. Attention wos
| drawn to the previous recommendation that unless n non-toxie
| substitute be weed for bemzene, am exhanst ventilation system
| be installed eapable of reducing the coneentration of benzene
| Ll.'ih atmosphere to bolow 50 paris per million for nll ojsera-
| tioms,

Paint stri econtaining benzéne amd ethylone dichloride
| was preparcd at another factory onder primitive eonditions. It
| was rocommended that onless less harmful substifutes were
- wsed, n proper cxhnust 5 of ventilation should be insialled
- for mhg%:nﬂ that metleod of filling the mixing dram
. and tinsg altered 80 as to avoid wadue exposure of the
| operatives to fumes

| Carbon Memoride.—At the request of the Dopartment of Civil
| Arviation tests were earriod out for earbon monoxidoe in the
eabin and eockpit daring fight of the first eivil transport
aireraflt to be prodused in Austealla. The total theme of fight
was ané hour forty-five miootes. A continsouns alr sample
- wan tiken the whole dight, iscluding take-off and
Innding, nnd six spot samples were taken at particular fimes
mﬁ: flight. In all eases the comeentrabion of eorben
wan less than 30 parts per million.

Chrome~—At the request of the Iedustrial Commission a

furthor survoy was made of the working conditbons of a
fa manufacturing sodiam dichromate. Sinee the previous
ions several nges had been made in the process

of manufacture of sodium dichromate, and two new sections
bad been added for the manufsciure of chromivm trioxide
}ld:l‘_rd.ﬂlu chromie acid) and chromium solphate. In the
ormer ease the oxtraction process had boon ﬂ'rrn'r:-_; simpli-
fied. FPrineipally, ns on ious oeeanions, the portant
at eopiaminants through the foctory were chromates
amd n sories of samples wns colleeted and analysed from the
roasting, eoxtraction, porifleation and  finishing sections of
sodium diehromate and in the paration and erushing see-
tions of chromie acid. As lefore, somo dust samples wers
taken in the mill room by means of the Chwens” dust eounter.
It was shown that in all the places tested for chromate, the
eoncentration of chromnte wns above the generaily secepted
maximum allowable standard of 0.1 milligramme per cubic
metre of alr. Compared with the conditions found in 1945,
there appes a slight imcrease in fhe atmospheric
contamination with the execption of the finishing and packing
reom where the inerease was very marked. In the latter room
the ecomcentrafion of chromate was found fo be ns high os
1.20 nﬂlgqmmu por cubie metre of air. Throughout the
. rest of plant, the concontration of chromate in ihir
atmospherg wns from 013 milligramme per eubic metre of
afr to 0.36 milligramme per euble metre of air, In the mill
roomn the dost eounts were similar te those found pmiﬂuli:'lr.
from 160 to 200 partieles, per eubic eentimetre, Aceoarnd.
the company’s medieal records, the ineidense of new
nasal sepial perforation had considerably decrcased
and the ineidones of skin rashos and “ehrome holes™
leas. Ome explanation for the improvement in the
cal f in view of the higher concentrations found
& air of the plant, was the diminetion in the number
roduction nts, which, in the post, bad neeeasitated
enfe tanks and other portions of the pliot for clean-
and other repair work. In these circumstaness hricf ex-
re to high eoncentrations of ehromates would be expected.
ttention wns drawn to the faults in the factory operaiions
| which neoded eorreetion in order to eeduace the exposure to
and fumes from chromium compounds to the approved
| limit. Atteotion wns alao drawn to the recommendations of
the provious report stressing the neeessity for a high stamidard
E;.mthpin‘ and general cleanliness, the maintenanes of
all plant snd equipment, ineluding ventilation equipment, in
¢ condition, and the observancs of appropriate pre-

by the workers wherever amd whenever T

Acids—An tion was made of the esa Involving the

iekling nnd mrmﬂ of shoot tb:ql.wn%hu sieel iz flra
E-.I.H. with sulphurie acid and, after washing, with phosphorie
aeid. Tho men were ox from fime to fime to slight

g irritation to the nose and thront from sulphiric
piaied g “possibility existod for skin’ritation from. the
phoaphorie aesd.

Carbon INoxide—An inspection was made of the hold of
a ship after reports had heon made of the presence of & por
eent, earbon dioxide and that the men had difflouliy in broath-
when eatering the hold. The holi containod EATEo
no obrions source of carbon dioxide, but it was a re-
carbon dioxide as refrigerant, How.
¢ the refrigeeation eylinders had mot
the voyage anmd that there were three
bulkbends between the hold and the cylindera.
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On the following day to that on which & per eent. earbon

dioxide wis reporfed, fests wore earried out in the hold while
the men were onloading the carge,  The coneomtration of
earbon dioxide varicd from 114 to 195 parts per 10,000
(0185 per eent), No physiclogical symptoms were noticed.
It was coneluded that the comeomtration in the air of the
lold was notl excessive bot that there was an undetormined
aouree of earbom dioxide.

Mwdroger Cuamide.—1Tn connection with the llrnpbmﬂ]. Al
mants of (he regulations governing the fumigation of buildings,
vesscls or othor enelosed spnees, by dangerous subsianess, tests
wore earried out Lo detormine the cffectiveness against hydro-
gen evanide of avoilnble ennisters.  From the resalts of these
tests o specification for an approved mask for use in evanide
fumigation was formulated.

_ An inspeetion was made of the handling of sodium eyanide
in {he manofacture of galvanised wire. The precautions com-
sidered nmecesaney for the handling of the sodivm eynmide
“eggs” and the preparation of the cyanide bath were outlined.

Following a roequest to the Misister for Health by a repre-
sontative of men mrlu-:.'u’l an fumigators of citrus trees om
ong of the larger irrigation areas, an inguiry was made into
the dangers of cyamide polsoning in the Looton aren whore
soveral gangs of fumigators are emploved. In addition to
walching a gang at work on two evenings, the foremen of the
gangs at Iwu-:-nt emplored, and alse foremen who had pre
vlously had eharge of fumigation work, were imterviewed. At
the 1|Lall:er|:1nn t:l'rthlJF.'la was heing wsod as the fumigant, bt
calebd briquettes or ligeid eyandde have also oo used.

The usual gang of fumigators consists of a foreman, machine
operator, two tent pullers and a kicker-in. Normally it wses
up to thirty (30) tents and it is eustomary {0 werk on a face
of trees, that is, thirty trees im a row, Beforo spraying tho

material for literating the hydrogen evanide (HCN), each troo
g coversd with o temt made of elasely woven ealice or dock,
The tents are Hoated over the trees two pullers, each of

whom manipulates a long pole attached to o side of the tent.
The kicker-in follows nfter the pullers and his job iz to bring
the tent elose up aroand the tree g0 that the aides hang
vertienlly, and he also has to form a dog hole in the tomt
through which the machine operator 1;Iacu the tubo which
hobile an stomiser in position for spraying the charge, When
plhont three or fonr treca have n eovered the foreman
mensures the tent dinmeter and ealeulates the weight of charge
to e wasl, The mnchine man whoe measares oot the ebarge,
drops it inte the eontainer of the mackine, and pulls down
ihe eover, The tube of the mackine is then Flaml through
the dog hobe of the tomt ned o hawlle torned several timos
until all the charge has been sprayed. While the maehine
operator ks u.puy?ng the eharge under the first tree the
foreasan measuring the secoml, that s, he worka na
tree abead of the machine operator and econtinaes to do so
until ghe thirly trecs have been fumigated.

It takes alsont thirty minuwtes to treat o faee of thirty troes
and the teees aro kept under the gas for foriy-five minutes.
In every foryflve to fifty minutes the members of the gang
have a break of about twenty minales, but during some of
these breaks the maching man bas an oxposare to HON when
opening a drum of eyanogas and charging his gas hueket,
whieh En-l.].. sufficient material to fumigate a pumber of trees,
and i3 earricd aboui from tree to tree. As b s oot unosual
for the fumigators to commence work of sunset nnd work
through till just bofore samrise, the shift might be a3 long ns
twalve hours, during which time several hondred trees would

o fumigated,

From the inquiries made, there appearsd to b litthe doubd
that, nt times, maching operators bad collapssd from inhaling
lividrogen eyanide, bot this had always oeeurred when working
on very still mights on big trecs, which require larger doses
than smaller trecs, Affected men woro said 1o bave recovored
in a matter of minutes when removed from the fomigntion
prea,  Machine men had alse oeensionally acellentally Wown
exnnogas or dust from ealeid briguettes into Sheir focos A
evon when the safety deviee had mot beem closed over ihe
machine eover, In some ensea hoapital trestmont had beem
necessary following such aceidents. The foreman, tent-pullors

nmil kiekersim compluined of symptoms that may have becn

Hup bo inhaling small conpemtrations of HON over a period
of several hours,

The continuous wearing of a canister mask would remove
any hagard doe to the imholation of hydrogen eyanide, but
this iz considered both impracticable nmnd unnecessary, bag it
would be advisable to have this proteetion available for use by
{he machine man when npen!lng drums, filling gas back oF
when trapsferring lquid evanide from eylinders to the muachine.

The firgt aid inment was below standard and the method
fo]lulu:m for th:‘r:nfmunent of affected persons not aecording

to latest recommendotions,
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G. SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE.

Report by the Director {(Dr. A. E. MACHIN) for the Year 1948,

During 1948, resigrations nnd new appointments resulted by
the of the year in a staff of 21 medical officers (ineluding
the Direetor, School Medieal Sorviee, the 3 pavehistrists of the
Child Guidanee Clinies and the Arca School Medieal Oficer,
Waggn), 4 hologists, 13 school murses, 4 social workers
and 1 speech therapist. During the year, the oculist, 2 medical
officers and 3 school morses resign

The Behool Dental Service was ineorporated as o part of
the newly-ereated Division of Dental Bérviees,

Routine School Medical Waork.

Modical examination of sehool children was eomtinned in
both moetropolitan amd eouniry disiricts.

During the year, in the metropolitan ares, voder o modified
scheme, 42,551 were fully exnmined, and 23,105 were reviewed
or partially examincd,

The services provided by the sehool nurses facilitnte and are
complensontary to the work of the medieal officers in schools,
Their duties comprise the préparation of schools for the medical
offieers” \“lﬁl.l._. the conduoet of eertnin pruliminar_\.' examinntions
and the seloction of ehildrén for reference to medical officers,
Faollow-up work by the sehool norses was also continued, inelad.
ing the visiting of homes of eertnin ehililven notifled snbae-
quent to the medical inspection, giving general advies to
parents, and making inguiry at schools regarding treatment
obtained mg o result of medieal notifleation,

In ecountry schoola during 1548, 41,744 children recelved a
full medieal cxnmination and 1,751 were “roviowed” or exom-
ined me gpecial eases,

Ineluded in the mamber of full examinntions are 1,372 by
the sehool oculist who, in addition, earried out forty refraetions
and preseribed the necessary glasses, Treatment for neute and
chronie oyelid eonditions was also preseribed.

The notified defects among children fully examined are
listed balow :—

Fercentage
{notifiahle
atnnala

525
1:18

Mircellaneous Medical Services.
Ong medien]l officer was attackod full-time to the Sydney

Tenchers' Co ¢ four others wero engaged part-time at the
Hydney, Armidale, Balmain and Wa Tenchors' Collogea,
and ome arly visited the Glenfiold Bpeclol Schoal. The

Eduention pariment Nursery Schools were under regular
snpervision by school medical offficors and school nurses.

Medical Examination and Supervision of Teachers and
Students,

The medical examination of the following groups of teachers
or applicants for catranee to the sérviee was enrried out during

the your:—
(1) Applicants for admission to the Teackors' Colloges.
{2) Ex-servicemen wishing to entor the Teachers' Colloges.
(3) Married women teachers desiring transfer to the per.
manent atafl,

{4) Teachers amid Tenchers' College students returned from
netive serviee,

£5) Ex-tenchers and others desirous of entering the teach-
ing servieg direet.

{6} Certain tenchors om sick leave.

{7) Teachers desirous of attending cveniog lectures at the
University

{8) Teachers for overseas exchange teaeling.

Exambaations wmder the above hoadings todalled 2813 for
the year, exelusive of the numerous partial and review examing-
tions of students enrried oot ot the Teachers' Colleges and at
Head (Hbiee.

Child Guidance Clinics—Medical and Peychological
Examination of Children.

Now, 1, 2 and 4 Child Guidanece Clinies examined ehildren
referred by the Chill Welfare Department (including the
Children’s Court), tenchors, school medieal offfcers, parents,
other branches of the Department, the Soldiers” Children Eduen-
tiom Banrd, the New South Wales Society for Crippled Children
awl other seeisl agoncics. Ro-examinatlons are earrled oub ns
required,  In cortain cases, nlso, subsequent visits were paid
to the clinies for remeodial tuition amd for treatment, Noo 3
Child Guidnpee Clinie ondertook the exambnation of boya
admitted to the Metropolitan Boys' Shelber and to Yasmar
Haostel for Boys, anid of boys referred by the Children’s Coart.
Two thousand five bundred and sevooty-twe new ensea wers
examined amlfor investigated by these Clinkes during the year.

iker Eramimalions—COne hundred and forty-iwo children
referred for medienl report by the Child Welfare Department,
the Registrar of Widows' Pensions, and various hranches of
the Edueation Department, were examined at head office during
the year,

The speech therapist eontinaed ber work in the sehools and
at the Speeeh Therapy Centre, Blackfrines, 2020 treatmenis
being given during the year.

Infectious Disenses and Their Efect on School Attendance.

For reasons of ill-henlth, 324,100 chibdréen were nbsent from
schoal during the year for am average period of 1.8 wooks,
This figurg ineludes returns from secondary schooks

A

Dhisease. Cases, Abssnos

{weaks).

1 HNa per cent.
L measl S S 4 | a3
Mompe ....c..oocmeaisarnssssaces | 2.7
Influenza .....cooeervee 1117 13
T e R e G55 a1
Boro throals  .ooovoisiissinainan 15,433 1-5
Gh'ici:n pox e |§.::ﬁ ﬁ

Whooping eough ... A
Bronchitis and preumonda ... 13,106 24
Ophihalmis or sandy blight ...... 1,087 18
Acute rhoumatism and chorea ............ B8 | 540
Tubsercalosis 31 7l
T L4048 1-9
388 28
Ty 2,706 4
oals 1,238 1-8
1 e Lt S a1,232 14
Notiffable [hiseases.

Searlet fover or scalatinn. ..o 619 54
Typhoid or enteric fever ..., 12 A5
theria nnd diphtheritic croap ............ | = 51
Cerebro-spinal meningitia ....coconminnmnns || 43 548

Contacts are exeluded only in the ense of certain diseases

and their absences incladed :—

Average
Disegss, Cases, Absencs
{wonka).

65 2.8

3304 21

432 &7




Bush Mursing Association.

In seeordance with the areangement which bag beon in exist-
enee for a sumber of years, bush nurses have continued to net
in the capacity of schoo]l nurses in schools in isolated loenlities.
The work comsketa of giving coursca of lectures in hygiene—
a syllabus being provided by the School Medienl Horvies—
and sapervising and inspecting chibdren in regard to their
personal hygiene and clennliness, éaricus teeth, ele.

Mew South Wale: Seclety for Crippled Children.
Assistaper is remdered to this Seeiety in vorkous ways,
including motifeation and investigation of physieally handi-
capped ehildren.
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Far West Children’s Healih Seheme and Stewart House
Preventorium,
Refercnee of suitable eases to these bodies was eontinued
throughout the year.

Gaoitre Survey.

A statistienl survey of the ineidenee of thyroid onlargement
in sehool children throughout New South Wales wins undertaken
during 1948, for the purpose of revising the goitre map

prepared by this Serviee years mge.

H. DIVISION OF DENTAL SERVICES.

REFORT BY THE DIRECTOR (Dr. L. FUDNEY) FOR THE YEAR 18948,

The Diviglan of Dental Servicea was ereated in 1047, amd
plaeed under the eontrol of a Director. It :iilﬂ:lrpnruiej two
main sections—school dental serviees and serviees to Sgate
bospitals and homes, and institutions, ineluding State peni-
tentiarics,

The complete establishment ls—

Direetor of Dental Serviesd .......ccvveeceieces 1
Aren Dental Officer (Wagga Divislon) ....... 1
Dantal) OMSETE: oo vviaman i s omes i sewamns a0

| e e e 22
Benior Dental Assistant ..........coccvenaan 1
Dental Amlslants ....o.cvervnnsnorasrnsrnns 11

i T b i e o L T O L e e 12

Sehool Dental Services.

At the commencoment of the year there were fifieen dental
afficers and elght dental assistants, but the stal¥, owing to
retiroments and resignations, was reduesd to eleven domtal offi-
eora and eight dental asslstants. The vacancles for dental
offleors were advertised from time %o time, but applicants were
not fortheoming.

The Travelling School Dental Clinfes working in both eity
and eountry districts examined 22,373 ehildren, OF these 7.035
per eent, wore fousd to have naturally sound mouths, whilst
in additional 1808 per cont. were found to have soond

mouths ng n resolt of treatment, 7307 per eent. were in

nieeld of trestment.

y Ts-u ‘f]inTi:]a treated 12,577 t-hl]dnﬂ.“i:'hi thonsand six
undred and soventy-one temporary t and 2,120 perma-
ment teoth were extracted. Foorteen thousand thres hundred
anil eighty-two permanent Gllings, and 18,864 otber treatments
were provided.

Dental treatment was alse earcied out at the Outpatherts’
Dwpartment of the Roval Alexandra Hospital for dren,
the Far West Children's Annual Camp at Manly, asd the
Gilenfield Speeinl Sehool

State Hospitals and Homes, and Institutions.

Stafl was not available to bring into operation plans sub-
mitted and approved to appoint folltime dentnl officers to
replace part-time private practitioners at present employed in
theee institutions.

The dental service nt Gladesville Mental Hospital

Wis
menbed by the appointment of an additionn] part-time du‘ll.ﬁ
and the service extended to two full days por week,

nd;l‘::;'] |In:lﬂa.1 elinic ot Rl.n?liullm.!.uﬂm Haoapital m
t and mow equipment installed. ment at o
i:.-litui‘:w: was overkauled and rmndil.iums.

State Penitontiaries.

A eomplete survey on the uirements for an adequate
dental servies wos made dmiutrﬁe yeat, A rt was sab-
mitted on the sccommedntion available, ;‘nﬂ’m equipment
required, as well as ity estimabed cost,
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SECTION 1L
MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.

METROPOLITAN HEALTH DISTRICT.

REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR THE YEAR 1948 (J. GRAHAME
DREW, M.A., MB, B.Ch. {Camh.), MR.C.5. (Erg.). LR.C.P. (Lond.), D.P.H, D.T.M, D.T.H. (Syd.), FRSan.l

Ta the Director-Genoral of Public Health.

m‘v
I have the homour to prosent my report on the state of
health in the metropolitan arca for the year 1948,

The metropolitan arén now containg fifty-four munieipali-
ties and two shires,

Total population (31st December, 1948), 1643530,
Menn populnation (10483, 1,626.860,

Live births, 33,082—a decrease of 1,704, comparcd with
year 1947,

Birthrate per 1,000 of mean popolation, Z0.33.
Ratio of male to 100 females births, 104,
Ex-nuptial births, 1,305 {4.22 pee cent, of totnl live births).
Stilllxirths, G135,
Deathrate per 1,000 mean population, 10,83,
Infantile mortality:
Total deaths under 1 week, 553,
Total deaths under 1 month, 635,
Total deaths under 1 year, BOZ,
Infamtile mortality rates per 1,000 live births:
Under 1 week, 16.72
Undor 1 month, 19,18,
Under I year, 27.27.
Maternnl Mortality: Nomber of deatha, 45 {im'l.l.uling 10
deaths from eriminal alortion).
Rate per 1,000 Yive Lirths, 1,30,

Causes of Death in the Metropaolis,

Disenses of the Heart {59084 denths), followed by eaneer
(2,248 deaths), still hesd the list of cawsos of death i the
metropolitnn arcn,  During 1848 there was a rlse in the
numbors of deaths due to pneumenin (865, eompars] with G622
in 1HT) and influenza (67, compared with 32 in 1047,

Infectious Disosses (Alio See Tables i, wii, viil, ix, pages 12,
22, 25, and 29,

Diphtheria continved to decling in incidence sinee the eom-
manerment of immunization in 1936, 187 enses having been
reported, ‘apninat 2068 in 1T, Counechls have now hI-D‘]Jltl!d
the principle of holling elinies at regular intervals and
cwopernie with cach other in an endeavour to pick up
siragglors by staggering the dates for comtiguous elinies.

Searlet fever showed a mild decline to 805 (973).

Anterior  poliomyelilis—Fifty-seven  eases wore reeorded,
with one death, Although the number iz mot large, vel it is
n pointer to the p-nul#ﬁh' of an epidemic breaking out in
the mext year or so, Emphasis is again plaesd on the necos-
sity of the publie realizing that the Hygiene of Good Man-
nera @8 well worth while and that dividends in disease eon-
trol will be reccived from restralnt in indiseriminate sneezing,
conghing and spitting at ench other and in the kisaing of
young chiliren. A revolution in the stasdard of hygiene in
pulbdic eating and drinking places is alse required.

Enterfe Fever—8even eases aml one death were reported,
an pgaingt olght cascs and no deaths lnst year,

In m population of 1500000 sech o low incidemce speaks
well of the efforta of the municipal henlth inspectors in their
overall direetion of the samitary services. It im hopod that
18940 will see a considerable cxténsion of the sewerage reticu-
lation in the metropolitan area.

Tubereulosis.—~Deaths from all

tuborculoais
totalled 566,

forms of

Health 'Week,

Under the slogan “Knowledge Defeats Disease™, a moat
successful Health Week was celebrated in the metropolitan
S A

The City Council beld an cxhibition at the Town Hall
This IMvpartnsent produced n large and eomprehensive exhibit
in which the story of Tubereolosis, its onset to care, condi-
tions aiding its spread, rebabilitation were graphieally shown
in eight large dis day cubicles, A eontirwous cinema was
inelimbed in this exhibat, and bacteriologists demonstratod the
finding and staining of the tuberele bacillus.

Many councils ouotside the metropolitan lsn be-
brated Health Week in fitting l'u.aht-uP:.h e

HUNTER RIVER HEALTH DISTRICT.
Report of the Medical Officer of Health, Hunter River Health District, for the Year ended 31st December, 1948,

Seaff.
Dr. J. K. Bhannon—Medienl Officer of Honlth.
COne Senior Health Inspoetor.
Ome Supervisory Norse.
Oune Temporary Office Assistant,

Siafi Changes.
. ©. W, England was appoisted to the position of the
Government Medieal Offieer, Neweastle, on lst November,

1048,

Mr, J. W. Wing was appointed to the ftion of Benlor
Pure Food Inspeetor, Huntor River Health Distriet, on Gth

July, 1145,
The Distriet.
Comprises four (4) muonicipalities, four (4} shires, and the
Harbour of Port Hunter.
Vital Statistics, 1948,

whafion . —The thon of the distriet at 315t December,
M'.. _imm:h 240,610, while the estimated mean
tion for 1945 was 246,000,

Marriages.—Duri 1948, 2467 marringes were eclebrated
hmdhhm.aqml“fn a rate of D90 per 1‘500 of mean popa-
tiom,

Live Births—There werg 5,280 live births to mothers reaident
in the distriet, squivalent to a rate of 21.39 per 1,000 of mean
population. Of these, 2,007 were males and 2,583 females,

Er-nupfial Live Rirthe—These numbered 178, equivalent to
a rate of 0.7 per 1000 of mean population. The ex-maptial
live hirthe represented 1,33 por eont, of the total live births.

Deaths.—~The deaths of residents mumhbered 2,322,
to a rate of 10.21 per 1,000 of mean population,
1418 wore males and 1,108 females,

Ivalent
f thess,

I'nfantile Morfolily,—<Deaths under 1 year of age numbered
173, equal to a eate of 37T por 1,000 live birthe

Of the total momber of deaths of infants wnder 1 vear of
age, 105 or G060 per cent, oeeurred within ome week birth,
and 131 or 75,72 por cent. within the first month. The eorre-
sponding rates per 1000 live births for the iwo age groups

were 19080 and 2481 respectively.

Erillbirthe—There were 102 atillbirths to mothers resbdent
in the distriet, equal to a rate of 041 per 1,000 of mean
population and representing 1.B0 per eent. of mll hirths (live
and atill),



Marriages, Live Births, Stillbirths and Deaths—Each Lol Government Area, 1948,
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Infectious Diseases. (Also see Tables ii, wii, wiii, ix, pages
13, 22, 25, 29.)

Detnils of enscs of nolifinble diseases are given below:—

Driphtheria—One hendred and eighteen ensea (5 deatha) were
notified in 148 compared with 86 cases in 1047, and an average
of 117 for the previous fve years.

Immunisation againgt Diphtheria in I E—detivities of
Clinics—The following clinies were opened during the year.
The children immuonised st elinics numbered 1,743, but &t is
possible the number immunised privately was greater than
this.

Lower Huntor Shire ...,

Numiber
Clinie.

Coasmack Couneil ..., 85
Maitlamd Couneil .....ciommenmmmneesamensi. 1%
Madtland Hospital 5
ﬁnwmt l!oumluﬂ 052
cwcasthe Hoaplbal ....ococccoiiniissssasssmssssnseeermmiinins 150
Singleton Comnell .o 230
Shirg 290
118
114
1,743

Beariel Fever~One hundred and thirty-seven cases (1 death)
were notified during 19048 compared 116 cames in 1947
and an neeuasl average of 274 over the provioss five yoars,

Typhoid Fever—Two (2} enses wore notified d 1048
campared with 3 cases in 1847 and an annual average of 2.5 for
the previous five years,

Encephalitiz Fethargica—No ense was reported in 1048,
The last reported ense oeeurred in 1845

Infantile Faralysia—Seven coses wene in 148
compired with 3 cases in 1847 and an annoal average of 14
cages over the lnst five years.

Cerelro-spinal Meningills.—Three cases were notified in 1048
eompared with 7 eapes i 1947 and ap annual average of
oight enses over the previoons flve years.

Twevperal Infection—COne ense wis notified in 1948
with 3 edses in 1947 and an annual average of 3 cases over I.h
Inst five years.

P;Iuﬂmry Tuberewlosie.—Fifty-four deaths wore notified in
1944,

Typhus Ferer,=—=Two eases were notified in 1848, The provi-
ous caso wng motified in 1046, Both cascs were resident om
tiufmu]:glﬂ:ﬁ:n:h!t mﬂu:: mc:.t! Paxton. 'I‘h dhuu
eonform o murine type hnd recantly
retursed from North Quesnsland.

Medival Examinetions during 1048 totalled 250, The various
calegories VOEPE i —

Maritime Hervicea Board .
Dredge HOT e
Chill Welfare Bepirl.um

Publie Berviee Bonrd .....
Hunter DHsiriet Wllm' Bua
Returned Boldiers .
Miscellaneous

EZSr.shE

------------------------------

Caneral Notei

Houging was the most !mgurt&lt public health
’;I:r.- nh“;i'hn e:pn.ul.-nl of the industiry
ag in

aof new homes
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swerpd—the sewage being treated by a septic tank svstem,
When the Howsing Commission eommeneed aetivities an
approach was made to that bedy by a combined deputation
fram the Humter District Water Board and the Department
of Public Health urging that the settlemont be sewered and
that a treatment plant included in the scheme. The plan
was mot acecptible to the Commission, which proceeded to
erect the cot without sewernge or deadnage. The allot-
ments were small and low lying and quite ineapnble of eoping
with household wastes, The result, when the houses Lecame
r ooeupiad was a eollection of foul-smellin q_l.IIF!.IlH.i draining
into the weighbouring ereck and then to Jewell's Bwamp, The
remai awal the advent of sewe af some

nt date. Similar prof are developing in othor hoasing
setiloments,

! Glass Washing in Hotels,—~In 1947 several city hotels had

| installed nutomatic glass washing machines on the moving belt

| prinsiple. miries made doring 1948 disclosed that nll the

| machines wors disearded ns unsatisfactory. It was found
that the mechanieal parts of the machines became clogged with

| ealeinm and aluminium stearates thrown out of the wash water.
The deposit was discoloured by irom salts.

Tresillign Howe for Newsastle—The committee of “Tresil
lian Noweastle™ met m!ulur:}- throughout the venr. A site
for the bullding was at Charlestown on the Duadley-
road. The Hospital Commission objected to the use of the
land for a linn Home becnuse, it was elnimed, the lnnd
was reserved for a fubure hospital, The Commission Inter
agreed that portion of the land eould be mado available,

Medical Eraminations by fhe Joint Coal Board—During
the year n medien]l officer was appointed by the Joint Conl
Board to carry out medieal examination of miners.

Umhygienic Methods of Handling of Figh for Human Con-
suriplion.—Mossrs, Seobt and Oheye, of the C.E.LR.0. Division
af Preservation, co-operated with this office in the nves-
tigation of methods of Lhandling prawss caught for the local
amd mey markets. Thelr report, which diselosed anhygienic
and us practices in handling ecookod wis, was sent
on, together with recommendation to the Chief Seeretary's
Department for investigation and aetion.

Health Week was held from 24th Juse, 1948, to 2od July,
18,

Harlowr Pollution—A conforonee was held ot the City
Hall on 13th July, 1848, between imbercsied avthoritics to
diseuss the matter of pollotion of the waters of the port and
the relative jurisdictions of anthorities in contral. The opicion
of the crown solicitor was askel il the powers of
the respective bodics. The erown solieitor deferred any ruling
pending the submission of a “test case”.

Moes X-ray Eraminations in Simgleton—Sponsored by the
Bingleton Hotary Clab, a eampaign was inaugurated to mduce
e to have their ::‘Ellj cxamined by x-ray for tulerculosis,
thoasaml people were examined, the x-rays being taken by

the matron st the Dongar Cottage Hospital,

Meai Deli Fehicler.—Opdinmner No, S0a was proclainaed
on the 25th July, 1047, and reﬁ:lattﬂ the "Carringe and De-
[ T of Meat 1o amd from Abattoirs, Wholesale and Roetail
eTs, Factoriea, Cold Stores, Bail and Shipping
in the City oweastie”,
The above ordinanee speeified in Clause 2 (w) (1) that the
vehicle ueed by a contractor supplying more than ome shop,
should bo of the hanging load type.

All private contraetors had beon required to comply with
the slntion.

During 1048 the general manager of the abatioir L to
bave the ordinance nmended, making the hanging | fype
of vehiele made optional but the amendment was not approved,

Council for Scientific and Industrial Research.
1 Division of Feod Preservation.

* Faod Poisoning Due to Prawna.
1. Imtroduction—In April, 147, a wns  rescived
' from the Director.General of Publie Health in New South
nles for assistance in clucidating the canse of food-poisoning
which had ocewrred in the Neweastle distriet and which was
k- to be due to the consumpilon of prawss, COwn 2Ind
- .h.gm 'lhtJm]m m‘n #Hlmﬂ ulllDl;uBlhi.:.E:nt'u:::d by 131'1
t Newcastho; and Messrs. E. J. F. Wood and
Seott, of the C8.1I.0. Divisions of Fisheries and Food

m on this subject appeared in the
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Preservation respectively. Dr, Shannon reported that many
thousands of ﬁnplﬂ in the Newensthe district had suffered an
illngss which they attributed to cating prawns, The symptoms
were of a gastro-intestinal disorder and incleded vomiting,
diarrhoea and shock. There wore no deaths and recovery too
place in from one to three daye. Information on the incuba-
thon peried wos not available in detail, but periods of from
tem to seventeen hours were quobed for some outbreaks. It
wad agreed at this meeting that while the cause of illness
was unknown, the possibility of it being a type of basterial
food poisoning could not be cxeluded. Tmmedinte invostiga:
thonnl work wns impracticable as the prawn flshing scason
haul prssed, and further work wos postponed ontil the resump-
tigh of prawn fishing during the fellowing summer,

2. Prelimimary  Iavestigations—In  November, 1947, the
writer visited Neweastle for the purpose of obinining farther
details of the cutbrcaks and to enquire into the uanal methods
of prawn fishing and handling in the Newenstle aren, It was
particatarly desired to see if the svailable evidence was indi-
cative of, or consistent with, cither of the two ecommon forma
bacterinl food poisoning; namely, those due to Staphylscoceal
entero-toxin nmd those doe te Salmonella infections, From a
perusnl of the official files on the sabjeet, kindly made available
by Dr. Shanmon, it appesrs that the consumption of prawns
has most probably been the couse of illness sulfered by many

be, but it Is emphasised that the docomentary evidenes
avmilalle provides no proof (hat prawss were the cassal fool
in any of the outhreaks cited. For most of the outlbrenks,
information rl.:-gahllng the history of the prawns and the in-
cubation per wias either mengre or entirely laeking, and,
a5 previously stated, there was not adequate proof that prawes
were actually invelved. It is felt, therefore, that the ovidence
regorded up to this time iz of little value in indicating the
probable camee of the illoess,

Dy, J. R. 8. Douglas, pathologist in charge of the labora-
tories at Newcastle Hospital, reported that snmples of prawns
wirehased in retail stores on Tth H.nn-.h, 1947, were examined
or the presemce of pathogenel bacteria, No intestinal patho-
m'ﬂm foummil and most bacterin present wore “water typea”.

staphiylecoeei were found, bot estimates of the mambers
srescnt were not made.  Dr., Dooglas alss advised that in
arch, 1947, several patients with aseute gastro-intestinal
illeess wore treatod ns ul.ll.-pl‘l.l!:icltl:g it the Newemstle hna]'ll.tll.
As nome of these persona were admitied o hospital ne ex-
nminntions of exeretn were made: reeords of the namea and
addresses of affeeted persons wore mot available.

It waa learmed at this thme that the Neweastle prawn
supply is derived from three main soarces, viz, the Myall
Lakes, Muumiorah Lake and Tuggerah Lakes. Smnll guontitics
only are takem in the Hunter River ndjnecnt fo Neweastle
The frst of these is the most important, most of the prawns
being taken in the Myall river which enters Port Stephens
near Tea Gardens, txeept when supplies are beavy, the
bailk of Mvwall river prawns is marketed in Newenstle, Mun-
morah nnd Togpernh Lakes sre both sonth of Neowenstle and
the greater froetion of the produvetion from these waters is
apparently marketed in S8yduey. For the above reasons it was
decided to make further stodies of Myall river prawnes when
suppiics were aviailablo early in 1548

A, fremeral Condition of Mamdling.—Acconnts of the condi.
tioma of hamdling were reewived from sevoral persons in the
Neweastle and sarrounding districts aml, execpt in matiors
of detail, the reports showed a comsiderable measure of agreo-
maont, The following gemornl account is sonsistent with obsér-
vations made at frst-hand I the vieinity of Tamboy, 16
miles north of Ten Gardens. A fow minutes to some threa
or four kours after eatehing, the prawns are cocked by boilin
latehes of 40 to 70 poumds in golvanised irom tanks heat
over open fires, The fanks contain the saline lake or river
wnler and vary from approximately 3 ft. to 5 ft. 6 in. in
disansgtor and from B in. to 15 in. o depth, tanks of smallor
dinmeter generally being the ﬂnﬁper. e capacity of the
tanks varies from nbouot 45 to 100 gallons, moat being within
the range of 50 to 70 galloma. The prawes are not eooked
for m definite time but remain in the kot wator uotil, in the
opinien of the fAshcrmen, they are sofficiently cooked. Usually
t{li.. is jud by exnmining a prawn agaiost o lamp and
ohgerving the extont to which the abdominal muscle has con-
trncked away from the cater shell. The rate of ecoking
vories somewhat with the eapaciiy of the tank, the weight
of the batel of prowns and size of the fire, and periods of
immersion probably very from throe to ten minopes.  All
fishermen  interviewed emphaszised the desienbility of raphd
ennking, nnd thoy were unanimonsly of the Wml.ﬂnl that over-
cooking results in a tough preduct, Further details on bem-

ratures obtained doring the eooking are given in the follow-

seetion.

Before cooking is completed all prawss are flon in the
boiling bath and the eocked prawas are skimmed from the
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tamk imio a wicker basket in which they are eoobsl by immer-
sion in the lake or river, The cooling peried is stated to be
for a few minulies and wns observed: to vary fram l'i}l'l}l"ﬂ'ln'r!
seconds to pbout five minuies. jomally prawns may be
left immersed for period up to thirty minutes. It s enstomary
to eonl the prawns in the sanme basket as is wsod for eolleeting
live prawns, n procedure which will inerease the contamination
during eooling. The partially ecaled prowns are then spread
in m thin layer on wire rocks, galvankssd jrom sheots or on
bessian where eocling in air eontisues for a further period of
ong to eight or nine hours. At this stage it is cuntnmnr:
to sprinkle with about 2 to 4 per cont. of coarse salt, althoug
aalting may be deferred uwntil the prawns are pocked iEto
baxes, or even, at binds, coitted, The wosden boxes have a
eapacity of gome 55 1o 60 pounds of cooked prawns, and are
returnable

After packing, the boxes are despatehed fo the Noweastle
market, from Tamlsoy, the joorsey by loat snd rosd being
of the order of five hours. Arrival at Neweastle is, there-
fore, usunlly between seven and fourteen bours after eook
ing, Frem the markeis the prawns are distributed direetly
ta retailers.

Tp to this stage Ehse 'pr-u-ﬂﬂd ia lenidled |:'I'|l|.l'q‘."|_'|" without
refrigeration smnd the temperature of the produet is close to
ambiont summer temperatures, It is elear also that prawns are
redniled om thoe day of porchase from the markets withoot
the wse of refrigemtion, although prawne would boe eooled
if it were neeessary to hold them overmight. Oeceasionally when
rond transport is rlllul available PTAWEIE AT held over I::r the
fishermnn for sn additiona] twenty-four hours before morket-
ing, nnd, in sueh cireumstances, they are alwaya leed op refri-
gerated, Ope fisherman reported that he often placed a lump
of ieé of about 1 or 2 pounds weight in the ecntre of n box,
Lut the cooling of wost of the prawns would be imeflective
with this methed, When supplics sare heavy the surploa at
Niweastle may be frozen, FE‘cﬂing is corried out at Darks
Celd Storea the prawns remaining in boxes of which a mumber
may e stacked 1_|;tgqll1er. With initinl temperabires s bwoen
70 and B0 P, and with the loxes in still mir at 10 te 16% F.
freezing §s naturally a slow proecess, smd twenty-foar hours
mny clapse before temperatures ot the centres of the boxes
are o8 low as 32°F.,  If fifty or sixiy boxes are stacked
togother without adequate dumnage it may take mueh lomger.
The frozcn prawns may b farwarded to other markets or
stored for subssquent sabe in Newenstle.

Although in the XNewenstle aren prawns are generally
marketed without refrigeration, those nrriving at the Byiluey
markets are frequeonily on lec. In January, 18, several eon-
signments of cooked and uneooked prowns from the Manning
River urea were seen. All boxes contaioed n rea

It seema reasonable therefore that whem prawns are not
removed from the boiling water before they have foatod that
contre tensporatures of at least 180°F. will always be sttained.
In ahservations at Tamboy the prawns (ippm:kullu}r 8 to 12
gm. rango) wore starting to float after two minutes® immersion
and w=fl, or almost all, were floating in thres minutes. As
commereial cooking is uwsually comtinuwed for at least ome
minnte after the bulk of the prawss come fo the sarface
it is likely thnt eentre temperatores of not lesa than 100°F.
will b geneeally nttaingd

G, Bacleriologleal Stedica—{a) Methods: The bacterial
conbents of the prawns were determined plate counts om
nutrient agar and on Chapman’s agar. ubrient mgar comn-

tained 3 g. of boof exirnet and 5 g, of Bntu-pﬁum F litre,
Chapman's mediam (0. H. Chapman, J.Bast. 51, m:llﬂl},
whieh i spoeially recommmended for the selestive {salation

of pathopenic Staphyloeoeed, hos the following ingredients
Nrm latin MI%;'

e in alditbon to agar: Try 0 g.;
Venst Extenet, 2.5 g3 Monnital, 10 g ; Lactose, 2 g.; ﬁ,l! |
G g amd NaCl, 75 g. Nutrlent agar plotea wore incabated |
at 370, for forty-cight hours and somctimes mlso at 2570, |
or nt room lfmrﬂlur«e (24-27°0.) Chapman’s agar
inenbated at 37°C., for forty-cight hours.

was
Samples of two o five prawns were added to ten times their '
weight of sterile saline nnd mized for thirty seconds in
Waring Dendor. Where neeessary appropriate dilutions
mnde in wormal saline,

{4y Prawsz from Sydmey fabh markel.—Sam
lected im steribe eomtainers om 13th and 22nd
samples exeept one were from the Manning River area
these ineliwded on School prawns (Mfetapendsus
remaining samplo consiated of live prawns from Srdeey
andl ineluded some School prawns and a greater wem
King prawns (Peagcug plebejus), The range of plate counts
iz shown in tbe following falle:—

wers
were col-
anuary. Al

Baclerial Contents of Prawas from Sydeey Fish Morbets.

pmount of iee on arrival, although it was nol known whethor
icing was denp immediately after cooking or some tinse later
sl the rnil-head, Most prawns from the Toggerah lakes are,
however, markebed without rel'rllgoratiun. althoupgh one fishor-
mnn at Toukley reported that his regular proesidure was to
pack with crushed fee immediately after eookiog ned cooling.

4. Heat Penclrating Measuremends,.—The rate of inerease
in temperature was measured under lboratory conditbona using
fine (30 gauge thermocouples Bxed &t vartous [ositions s
the body of the prawn The measoremonts wore made with
Eriiug prawns of various slzes immersed in boiling 3 per cent.

me.

T'_rllis:nl restilts are shown in the :nuﬂm'mh}'hﬁg ﬂg'l.ln!' wliich
shows that evem the ecntral portions of |ah,';t rawns attain
temperatores within a few degroea of the ling nt fn
less than three minutes. Soeh treantment should, and a8 will
be shown later, actually does destroy all vegetative bacteria.
Meat penetration under these laborstory eonditions in which
the Lquid was comtinuomaly bolling, would be somawhat more
rapid than weder commercial conditions when the wnter tem-

rature may be redueed by ap to about 10°F., when the large

Ik of prawss i added. Theoretically, however, the rale of
heating shoutd be only slightly feas under Bcld conditions and
it is probably that eentre temperatures cxeceding 190°F. nre
generally nttnined in commercial eooking.

It was noted that, depending on their size, the prawns enmo
to the merfaee and romained floating at various times aftor
immersion. Hmall prawna of about 8 grams m-l:_; floated
after 50-70 geconds bofling and lirgs prawns of E7-10 :
floated after 100 to 150 seconds. It wos observed furthor
that eomire temperatures were penerally greater than 175°F,
to 180°F. at the time of foating, for all sizes of prawn
examined. Sueh foating is apparently doee to the buoyant
effect of water vapour between the shell nnd the body of the
prawn. This appenrs to be the case ns if n floating ecooked
prawn is withdrawn from the water, cooled for a few minutes,
and again retursed to the bLoiling bath it docs mot float until
it bas been thoroughbly heated again.

Plate Count per gram.
4 Baw ar i
Samplo oobed, | O | Nvient | Nutrient ot
dee | dee | e
]
81 | Cosked | Jones Island ...| 130,000 | 120,000 | 31,000
2 | Cooked | Taret .......| 15008| 9,508 )
83 | Cooked | Cundlstown .. (1,500,000 | 500,000 | 300,000
S8 | Raw oo Taree ..., (1700000 11,200,000 | 12,000
8% | Raw ... Sydney Harbour 00
{King Prawns).
| ] : :
87 | Cooked Candictorn | 470,000 TH0.000 | 3,300
S8 | Cooked | Cundistown .| 210000 | 33000 | 4100
89| Cooked | Maoning Rirer |LO00000 | 040,000 ;
§10 | Raw ..., Jones Island ... 150,000 | 84,000 | 6,000

As s common with wg‘unimu. om foods the to
count ot 25°C. is somewhat higher Ell at 37°0, The
on nubrient ngnr consisted Iy of trpes found commonly
on frosh fish and ineladed species of Microcei, dciromebaster
amld Flovobecterivm, Numbers growing on Chapman's medium |
were penerally mueh less than on nutrient @) amd many
of these were Micrococel nnd Staphylosoes, t:r'hwhﬁl; |
almost all non-pigneenbel. |

() Prawas from Neweaitle arec—{i) Chamges between
entching, cook and arrival al Neweastle: Visits were mad
to Tamboy on the evenings of 31st Jaruary and 3rd February,
and om :ul:r;;eull:nmump]u !reni ‘I':l‘lﬂll. of (1) kve prawss
a5 eaught, (2) eoo prawns, an Wi
kad heen ¢ooled in the river water. T{e mm
which samples were colleeted st Toam
surronnded by erushod iee in an insa hox in which
mmhirnunpdt'ghd ]h ;;:1 htm' ":‘E Neweastle, T
samples would eool rapidly 5 wore maintained a
that temperature for seven to twelve hoours before cxnm r
in the lnboratory, This pericd of ha on iee would
allow any significant inerease in the 1 tion,
of the lots sampled at Tamboy was sampled on
at the markets. Some samples wera held at room
spoilage.

ture to observe the rate of onsel of
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The follo

s s table sbows the ehanges in the bacterial flor

ween eatehing and arrival at the

'mhw-mgmmmmm
M ing.

Bample. Tluite Cousd per geass,
Wn. Kutriesl] Nuinient ”'E;
i man
| - sl o Apr
:" ﬁ.nhﬂmw:&-hlhnmr.mm 180000 | 17000
i E-E‘ﬁmmwnm.mm DOO000 | 7,000
K | Baw schoul o
e i Aot B B
o || G bt mian r_r"c\. Buncher, &000 | 1 170
| ll.ﬂl?!n.ﬁl]: m’:ﬁm-m e
| Baw £ :
T H‘T%q:-?":ihmm S0000 | B30
24 hours b ool Koot 84 Nelscn's Bay.
] I-’r“m mﬁu:-m lf.mmuhg, 52,000 | 13000 | BAM
| nm:nmmnlﬁ‘muﬂ.
i h-thnl Fmﬂ: by E. usn, 5000 o0
15| Baw sclool prawns eaught by E. Motum, 0 15
Pelbmary, 1 afier oooking for)
u-m-min-m.mrmm.
Hi6| Raw school E
| Ell h;i:&? by m T80 HiT]
W1 | Raw school prawns caught by E, Motam, 1,500 L
: ‘=I Fehraary, "ﬂ" ook 3 misui
N17| Haw pEawns caight K. Molam, W0 | 4T
1 =nd L
| S Sl el
The mesults on both cecasions were very similar, The bae-
“mwm-riw_mmnflhaau'ﬁrﬂmﬂ,mﬂ

on nutrient agar, aid
on Cliapman's mediom. As
techubquees the cooking process
alibough it would be oxpeeted
uld survive. Cooling o water
the arder of 1,000 per gross on
of me 15 to 30 per eent, grow on
The bacterial contents of the water wers
2,500 per ml on nutrient agnr of which less
ve grown on Chopman's medium,  Contami-
mation of eooled prawans from wickor baskets is imdi-
cotedl ns rawn would need to take up 4 ml of
wuter to 1,000 orgapisms por gram from the water
:&.‘ Aleo ns has beon poksted out tho mtunimtlﬁ of
prawns containg s r porcentage growing on Chap-
man's medism than ﬁ:-hm wiver water. On arrival at
Neweastle substantial imercases In the eontamination have

alightly greater in the lot which
howrs in th

j
)
]

:
:
:

the

¥

E
i
‘5

i
il
i

i
{

B
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contamination from improperly cleaned boxes.

Haeterial comtenfs of on arrival af Neweagtls
nildition to the thros samples N7, N8, and N17

silreadly mentioncd, three snmples of prawss from the Myall
River arca were ta on arrival at the Neweastle fish market,

The wizi had all been caught smne cight to thirteen hours
ek L relevant dotatls are given o the following
o —
Bampie. Filate Count pee gran
. Nutrent | Chapman’s
Deseription, | Agas 37 C.| A 37,
@300 3nd Febroary, 1 ‘Caught Hood &) 240,000 20,000
’.ﬂl -.hmﬂ.".
'm,;ﬁ Fubrary, 148 Cought B Motum.| 44000 | 22000
: ‘1:e8. Canght B Motom.| 100000 [ 20,000
— m'lsi'*

for the three lea revionsly, and are further indbea-
B T L et 1 v in numtass Tallowing wotking wai
ooiHmgr, ﬂ"ﬂlﬂhnﬂhﬂwnmgrﬂtwmdm"du
of F, Thesse temperaturcs, which were typieal of

prawth l]lf baeteria and a8 will s siown lstor vory  rapid
deterioration is oecurring while the prawns are ot fhese
temperaturnes,

(i) Chamgros Bll'ﬂiiﬂ Holding mt Eoom Temperalore—In
orider to obfain some information op the rate of increase of
bacterial numbers under summer conditions portions of some
samples were hold ot Inloratory temperatures which averaged
approximately 75 to 80* F. nt the time. Resulta are shown in
the following table:—

Sampde. Thale Count per gram.
i _Nume i _'Tm
1 s
Deactiplion. Agar 37° 0. J.EII'P'-ST' [
iz from KT and NE beld for 0,000 0N | 500
N2 | Samgle 10 held E:“'“;' - wmmlm
11 Rl additlons] £ howurs sl KD,
7 F. them o hi, in refiigerator. T =
N | Bampde NIL hehil as for S I T T
e K17 held for 7 bowms ol T5-50° .|  50000HK SR OO
Whsn wve % in [
X0 | Sample Né [ 1 30 hours on 700 310
bt mt. ApgEox. 557 F.

It is clear that storage nt summer temperntures permits very
rapid inereases im the bacterinl populations snd menn genera-
tion times of the order of one nnd a half hours or less are
redieatid, Hj' eonirast sample N, which hnd been held on jew
for about thirty-ecight hours after cooking, still had a bacterknl
content of less than 1,000 per grom. Materinl held at room
temperature for twenty-four to thirty-two hours after cooking
bad a stale slightly ammonineal odour, amd there 8 little
doubt that it would be regarded by most people a8 spoiled.
In such pravwns the growth of bacteria wma partieakarl hm
af the outside of the shell and immediately bemeath t
aml on the outer part of the edible rtion. The desper
portions of the put romained eomparatively froe of bacteria
oven when surface wih woa very heavy., The greater nom-
bers developing on Chapman's medium will be referred to Inter
im the section on types of bacteria,

{iv) Baoterial Contents of Prowns ip Netail Shops—~Thres
of these were obiained from the Avstralian Sea Foods atore
in Huonter-streot, the tgru.nm from this soures eoming from
Tuggerah Lokes. All throe samples of Tuggerah Lakes prawns
worg mixtures of approzimately equal numbers of Greasy Back
{(Metapenaeus ap.) nnd School (Metapenacus maocleaji) prawns,
The fourth sampls (N19), which was obtained from Grevas
Btore in Seoti-strect, eonsisted of Hehool prawns which wers
alloged to have been purchased on srrival nt the morkets from
Myall Rivor some six hours previously. Hesnlts are given in
the following table:—

Bacterial Condends of Prowns from Neweosile Shops,

Sample. Flate Cound per graes,
Ko, % iy g .
Descripdion. A Agar
W | A | &
X1 | S0k i I ASF. Slore st| 000,000 | 3000000 03,00
H'JI.'.._'II‘DH ‘.'N.Im‘.llmr_r. 1945,
X2 | 530ih Janmary, 1045, In ASF. Siofe sl 5,500,000 | 1,000,000 B0
34" F, sdnen S0Lh Jal 18D,
NE0 | b Peliraary, 1845, from o 1000 LR
AEE it F.
Hae| dtl Febauary, 1960, from shop 'EI:-F;.I 12000 AR0.000

The lbacterial contents of samples N1 and NI were rather
typical of material beld on fec for a fow days. It will be
noted that for both samples the proportion of bacterin growing
on Chapman’s agar wis small. &mplﬂ W18 is of some interest
as it wg a higher plate éount on Chapman's agar. While
this phenomenon was observed with spoiled samples it was
somewhat surprising in a snmple repated to be obtained freahly
from the morkots somo six hours previously. The lower tem-
peratare of sample K19 wns presumnbly due to iced fish in the
ﬁﬂ.ﬂ'ﬂ' adjocont to the prawes ns the prawos had not been

6. Types of Basteria—Although the investigations wore eon-
cerned primarily with guuntitative aspects of the bacterial
contents of the prowns st various stages of markeling, some
m&;ﬁl comments may be mpde on the types of organisms

The bacteria present om freshly emnght prawns ineluded a
reat varboty of types eommon frosh fish and in water and woil.
ft in paulb{u that small numbers of pathogonis spocics wers
alse present, 1t was, hawever, considersd umneecssary to moke
a special senreh for organisms such as Balmonellne in fresh
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prawns ns it was shown that the eooking process was sulficiont
to destroy all vegetative bacteria. Any orgnnisms present in
uneooked prawns are, ﬂm-n.-.fmn, likely to lack |ig11:'|ﬂl_-aqm

After eooking and cooling the organisms scquired are again
of thy miscellnncous types charncteristie of water, Immedi-
ately after cooling ouly s small number of organizms grow on
Chapmnn’s medinm and most of these were non-pigmented types
of Microoecus nnd Staphylococcss. On arrival at the markots
the perecntage of orgunisms growing en Chapman’s medium
wns somewhal grentér amd agmin most of the types on this
medinm were non-pigmented struins of Wierocoecus and Staphy-
lopocews. Bample N11, however, eontained a eonsiderable num-
ber of pigmented organisms. Staph. ourcus and & number of
strains isolnted were found to have typieal fermentation reae-
tions of this organism. All of the strains tested wero, how
ever, edgulase pegative. On the spoiled prawes the nombors
growing on Chapman’s sgar were greatly in éxecss of thoso
growing on Nutrient Agar. Un sample N12 the bulk of tho
eolonies on the former eomprised stout Gram negotive rods
with the remninder Eﬂm'u’iﬂ?ﬂ‘ muinly Staphylocesons allus
and some Ljruri:? Baeilli. Samples N25 and N24 also included
large numbsers very short Gram negative rods together with
large numbers of Staphyfococrcns albus and a few pigmentod
Microgoeei nmd Btaphylocei. ﬁﬁ:’l:ihl, mong of the pigmented
Staphylocei wins eoagulnse poaitive

The gram negative rods oeeurring on the speiled prowns
*were not identified exespt to show that they were salt tolorant
organisms unnble to grow on media contnining less than 1 per
cent. of salt,

It is elear that the pmwns provide a medivm which favours
the growth of solt-tolerant organisms iscloded in which nro
bath Microcoeei nwd Staphylocoeei.  In those eirenmstnmecs
contamination with entero-toxin producing strains of Btaphyloe-
epceh may lead soadily to the produstion of cetero-texin in
aignifleant nmounts,

7. fieneral Dicowssion.—Thesy studics have provided no proof
of the eause of illacss attributed to the consumiplion of prawns,
and such proof is not lkely to e available until further owt-
breaks have becn iuml'lgrllﬂl in sonse detall. It i however of
soney  intorost to consider the ||-uni'l|u']iliﬂ f baeterinl fopd
poisonimg with tho conditions of handling =s outlined.

Firstly, it should be emphasised that prawns are froquently
consumiy] a8 purchnssd, withoot any further eooking, and the
rishs are therefore relatively high should pathogenie organismas
or their toxime b prosent. The two common types of bae-
terial food polsoning may be conshdered in tars.

If the prawns eommonly earry Salmonells organisms eap-
able of producing discase in man 5 widespread source of the
infection must be postulated. Az the e aoiild
destroy all orgnnisms of this type it s unlikely that the
priwns themselves are earriers of the infeetive agent. Con-
tamination of the river water is unlikely nt Tam ns the
river bns just emerged from s lorge lake around which thero
is vory Kttle human habitntion, Contnminntion ot this stage
ig also rendored somewhnt unlikely ns no enses of illness nrg
known bo have oeeurred after eating freshly cooked and
enobed prowns, It is true, of course, that the prawns arg sub-
sequontly expossd to various human eoninets, but it is umlikely
that sech contacts would inelude many persons who woro
carriers of Salmonelln organisms.  Tufeetion fromm snch human
contncts is, therefore, mot likely to lead to wideapremd iliness,
bt would more probably be associated with prawns exposed
to & particular human carrier, «g., from a particular skop.
The possibility that prawss may, from time to time, earry
Balmenolla organlsms ean by no means be cxeloded at prosent,
andl im this eomneetion it abould be borne in mind that the
ingeation of very small numbors of virelent organkems may
Fm‘lum disease, and that the detection of small numbers in
oods is by no means an casy matter.

SOUTH COAST HEALTH DISTRICT.

Report of the Medical Officer of Health, South Coast Health District for the year ended 31st Decomber, 1948,

Dr. A. 1. Georreoy, M.B., Ch.M., D.PH., DTM., DT.H.

Etaf—Dr. E. 8 A, Moyers, ME., IS, DP.H., Medical Offleer
of Health {to 20th Felbruary, lillt:%, Mr. K. . Horne,
Beniop  Health Inspector; Miss @b Thompson Typlat-
stemographer  (to 3nd Decomber, 1948); Miss A, P
Graham, Typist-stenographer (from 20th Deecmber, 1948,

Ta the Direstor-General of Public Health,
ir,

I have the honoar to present a report on the health conditions
of the South Coast Health Distriet for the year 1948

8. Poisening—Staphylocoeeal food poisoning is dus to the
formation in the food of the aulmplg!h to which man is
suseepiible. t amounts of entero-toxin canmot be
formed in the absence of very lurge populations of
Staphylocossl, and such sumbers can only develop after
ing at favourable temperatures for n sufficient time.
quite elear that, in the absemee of refrigeration, prawns
develop very large bacterial populations with twenty-four
at summer temperafures. It has also boes shown that w
salied prawns favour the developmont of salt-tolerant
ineluding Stapkylocoeei, It ks known that entere-toxin
duting Staphyldeocei arg of widespread ocourrones,
are able to grow rondily in salty-foods sweh as ham,
they may produse signitieant amonnts of entero-toxin
lwurs ot B8 degrocs F, During the summer the av
peratore of prawns may woll be as high as 75 to
and umder present conditions very fow of the pra
be available for purchase from retail shops withi

lowors of eooking, while intervals of t ta
hours would not be uneommon.  The ons
salted prawes in the Neweastle aren during summer

fore, such ns may be cxpected to lead to outhreaks .
locoeeal fool poisoning. One outbrenk deseribed by :
family nt Tamboy appears to have been of this type. 3
outbreak oceurred early in 147 at Bulabdelnh and was :
buted, by the medieal practitioner, to the eonsumptio
prawns,  The peawns were eonsumed at an ovening funetion
and bad been canght and eooked ot Tamboy seome twenty to

twenty-four howrs proviously. The incobation peried was :
two te four hours nilprﬂsimtclg. This ontbreak is very
characteristic of Staphyloeoceal food poisoning, and is the

:hl.'r one whore the origin and bistory of the prawns were
BEWE,

_ﬂ.rnr: from questions of fond ing,
handling of prawns witheut refrigeration
ahiort storage life bofore the onset of spoilage,
to h:ri'nﬂ-o 'nms-nu ';rkh_r pr:llzu should not be ]
possilile after ooo . ng would also be most

ous where freezi "fs eontemplated as further dm
during slow freezing woald et reduced.  The
elimination of mﬁ]inﬁain eontaminnted water would also extend
the storage lfe of the eooked prawns, but the substitution of
sir cooling alome could searcelr be recommended until it waa
known whethor an attractive produet eould be obtained in this
NEANILE.

Briefly then it may be stated that the prescnt stadies p
vide no proof of the eausp of the ried
bt ther do show that the presont wmﬁm of handling are
sweh that bactorinl food poisoning could readily oecor mnder
summer conditions,

. Summary.—1. The general conditlens of the
and marketing of praowes in the Neweastle area are 1

2, The bacteria present on freably eaught prawns are similar
ta those occarring om fresh fish. 3 ]

& The method at present weed for cooking won s
adequate to destroy all vegetative bacheria, iy

1. Recontamination of the cooked
eooling in water,

5, During storage without refrigeration, deterioration oeeurs
rapidly at summer temperatares; and the storage life affer
cooking may be as short s 12 to 18 hours,

6. Baeterinl spoilage is cesentinlly superfieial.

7. Cooked prawns stored without refrigeration provide =
favourable growth medium for salt-tolorant n:rﬂlzhh: in-
cluding Staphylococs. i il

E. The results obtained are diseassed in relntion to Salmon-
olla and Staphilocoseal food poisoning,

prawas ocears during

Local Authorities, 3

From the lIst July, 148, the munlcipalitios
B‘rﬂug}l:bl-on'i Vale Nﬂr';"l.'l, South Bhealhaven and 15

and the shires ntr Cambewarra X
waore smalgnmated into ome lmﬁmbnu'algu This an
of loeeal suthorities was designated the of Bhoalha
rodueed the number of loeal suthorities in the South Ce
Health Distriet to twelve.

S1aff Changes.
Dr. B. 8. A, Meyers, medical offiesr of heplth, res
from the serviee, ceasing d the 20th February,
The position of mxieal ¥ our G heahii Mng Fake auagtl
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the departure of Dir. Meyers. Dr. E. ©. Wallneo, nssistant
midical officor of health, of head office staff, visited the
district nt various times throsghout tho year,

D, A, J, Geollroy, Medieal Offiecr of Health, Mitehell Health
District; was appointed to the South Coast Health District, but
did not commenee duty in that capacity dlrinﬁ the cufrent year,
due to difficultics nrising froms the tramsfer of offieers to

I various health distriets, nnd olso to the exigencies of the
Health Department, Syduey,

Office Accommodation.

On the 16th JLlIE, 15-!3, an offcer of the D‘I‘.‘pl‘LHMHI of

Building Materials, commeneed duty in Wollongeng and secu-

| phod p room in the office of the modieal officer of health. The

| gemeral office, formerly mugiml by the effes assistant, was

lelmjlj alloeated to the Department of Building Materials.

be medieal officer of health now oeeuples room, formerly

allocated to the senior bealih inspector, and the former offiee

of the medieal officer of bealth, 8 jointly ceenpied by the
senior honlth inspoetor and the office assistamt.

Vital Statistics, 1948,
iain,—The population of the district at 31st Decom-
ber, 1048, was estimated st 120,220, while the estimated mean
population for 1948 was 117,750,

Marriages—During 1048, B85 marringes wero colobrated in
:.""‘ alistrict, equal to a rate of 7.52 per 1,000 of mean popula-
b0,

Live Birthe~There weres 25007 live births to mothers read-
dent in the distriet, equivalent to n rate of 2208 per 1000 of
mean populition, OF theso 1,301 were males, ned 1,296 femnles,

Exr-Nuptial Live Rirths—These numbored ninety.nine,
equivalent to o rate of 0.8 per 1,000 of mean popualation, Tho
i’:-nng:‘:;rll:l live lirths represented 381 per cemt. of the totsl

hi} Ba

Deaths—The deaths of residents sambered 1,008, equivalent
to n rate of 8.82 per 1000 of mean population. OFf these, 602
werg males and 436 were femnles,

Infantils Mortality,—Deaths under 1 vear of age numbersd
B, equal to a rote of 3427 per 1000 live births Of the
total namiber of deaths of infants under 1 vear of age, 51, or
5730 per eent,, cccurped within ome week of Lirth, and 66, or
7416 per eent., within the frst nsonth, The eorresponding
rabes per 1000 Jive hirths for the two age groups were 19,64
and 2541 reapectively.

H!i[fhirfh-.—Thrrc wore forty onime stillldrths to mothors pesi-
dent in the distriet, equal to a rate of 042 per 1,000 of mean
population mond representing 1.85 per cent. of all birtha {live
and atill).

Marriages, Live Births, Stillbirths and Deaths—Each Local Government Area, 1045,

W. " Live Birtha. | Dhemtibin, SLilibigeha.
Area i :
Ly of AMarr- Ex= | Under | Under Unber Ex-
e, Dece, | 31 | goon | 265 Teah wuptial, | AN Agee. U¥ear. | UMonth. | Week, | Toul- ! Xuptial,
1=, e, 1048, 1 .
1945, [ | i | | 1
o | T. |H.]'F.|T.i AL | ¥ ] T (M r.| ru [k |1'. H.!r !ri.ll.lr.|'r,|3u.=r.|r.
| |
o azon| as| sl ol e o# ol o s sl sl
10,055 o 000 | 33| 24l a8 s .| H a3 = | x| m:| 3 R
110 o | i of o ad oo s oadoa af e oal ] oa
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o B4 | Ham0 | 2EI0 T g M| v A x| e | w| H ] E E N !
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o DTOGENGE | G000 | 63060 | 1 [ TE VLA 1463 E:l I A0 300 | =R | 533 X LS| 4T 34 F1 T T :Inl H-l 1
! | 1
swzzs | s | ssoo| wl sl w| e| 4 o 2l sof = | oss| 3 2 & 3l 4] o 2 o 4 = ey
111,040 | 4,580 | 4510 El Aa B2 ed| = 4 & o) a4z 0 B &2 K & W .. if o
vea® LASEATS | 153005 | 13000 | 102 LE4| lép ¥ ? 7| 1% TH o | g 7| 8| 15 & ﬁm H oM T oAy oA
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.| sazpoee | g0 | sooo | 2o | e aoe| o | & 3 9 47| 20| & §| s o5 3 1) & 8 0] 4] .
120,250 117,750 | &85 | 1,300 Igﬂ!jﬂ&t{li‘]ﬂjm%l!ﬂ 1,025 H|H|Hﬂ1ﬂﬂw'l-5|li ﬂi!l:&l

. T nuznbel of Eerry, Hroughton Vale, Xowm. Shoallaven South and Ulladwila and e shires of Csmbewarm
I.H.l.‘h'hth'l!lf? o e .Tn{miﬁmd&uhuu_ Figures ace shown {or e full year on ibe oew basis,

Causes of Deaih of Infants Under thne Yoar of dge, 1048,

Ramber of Dwatka,
Cause of Death, | o
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Hotifiable Diseases. (See also Tables LI, ¥VII, VIIIL, IX, pages
13, 22, 23, 25, 26 and 28.)
The number of infoctious discases motified during the vear
145 ks s follows: —
Bip]lﬂ:l:n'a.—EE‘ cisea—T deaths were nofified compared
with 13 eases and 1 desth in 1847,
Searlet Fovor.—ill eases, compared with 48 in 1947,
{.‘t-mlilr]u--;gdu:] Meningitis.—6 eascs—2 deaths—nil cases in
4.

Infantile Pnralynis,=—2 cnses=—ntl cnses in 14T,

Diphtheria Immunisation.

Diphiboria immunisation eamvpaigns woere condusted by six
Councila within the South Coast Henlth Distriet during the
{;II' viz., Wollongong munieipality, the shires of Nepean and

ulﬁmﬂﬂ]y, Berry mumicipality, Nowra municipality and the
newly constitoted shire of Bhoalkaven.

Medical Examinations.

three medical examinations were carried out
!Hn medieal examinations were earried out sinee
to the mon-appointment of a medieal
r. E. 8. A, Mevers—resigned.

Health Education.
Throughout the year, articles received from head offiee were
forwarded to newspapers within the distriet for publieation.

O the 28th Japaary, an address to the South Coast Hegional
Committee in Planning in relstion to Health Administration
was given by Dr, E. & A, Meyers.

Contral of Tubereulosis.

Tring the year, thirty enses of tubereulosis oeeurring in
this Distriet wero motified, There wore ten deaths,

During 1948
nt this offiee.
Fohrunry, 1948, awi
officer of kealth, viee
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A number of visite to fuberculosis cascs were made by Dr.
E. . Wallace, acting medical officer of health, and advies
given in the importance of x-raying family contacts, and on
money allowanees available for T.B. sufferers.

Dr. Jolm Hughes, Deputy-Dircetor of Tuberenloals, visited
Wollongong on the 10tk nwsd 21st of July, to lecture on tuber-
culosizs &t n series of lectures arramged by the Apex Club,
Wollongong.

Baby Health Centres.

Ioe. Grace Cuthbert visited Wollongong on the 1tk of March
aml om the 13th Oetober, 1048, and inspected sites for noew
baby bealth ecntres proposed by the counell of the City of
Greater Wollongong.

Hoxious Trades Act

Duoring the year, forty-five inspestions of Noxious Trades
Premises were earried oui.  Sixiy-ome applications for licenses
under the Noxious Trades Act, 1902-1944, were reccived and
dealt with as follows:—

Plgkoopers ....cciocivaciautinnmansnnransan 25
Pal-oXlretoTE . uncvessmnansstaasisassnspnnan 28
Poultry fArmors .....ccooovaeinnsranansiasns 2
, Enmehers. ..ocia.n TR T

Following inspoctions refusal of issue of licenco was reconi-
mended in the ense of one fat-extraetor and one poukiry-
farmer.

Water Supplies.
Fire water |||||:||li.-|;1| e iu'rn'l.i,p,‘_.‘LIl.'ul -IlLll‘lII-E the yoear mil
five eliemienl and bacteriologieal examinations wore collected.

Septic Tanks.

Thirty-three jnspections of existing septie tanks aml 160
ingpections of sites for proposed septic tanks were made
during the year,

The inereasing wumber of applications for sepiiec tanks within

the Distriet emphasised the general publie's densaud for sanitary
convenienees,

Sewerage.

The knrge number of newly-built houses within the South
Comst Health Dvistriet without sewernge and drainage, o num-
er which is increasing month by menth, emphosises the total
inadequacy of the present sowerage sysbem.

Tt ia hopedd that the present shortage of sewernge and
drainage pipes will not eontinwe for any lengthy period, as the
Iu::-hlerp of mrlil:llﬂ:ill:illﬂ' reaAnia e ]irlug conditions for the
residents of the district is becoming Inercasingly difeult.

Nightsoil Disposal.

Fifty-one hup-onliam were made of existing nightsoil depots,
amd zix inspections of land for proposcd mew nightsoil depota,
were madle during the year.

Garbage Disposal.

Twenty-six inspections of oxisting gar depots, and eng
iE;pﬁtll-un of o proposed new garbage depot were made during
the year.

Method of disposal of garbage at depots within the Distriet
nre still unsatisfactory.

The main sourees of complaiot were oneovered garbage,
noxions odours and rat infestation of the garbage dumpn

Mulssness.
A great number of eomploints relative to noisaness wers
received during the year.

Cme hundred and sixteen inspections of nuisances arising ouf
of these complpints were made.

Pure Food Act, 1908,

Hixty-cight inspections of food shops were made during the
FEar.

Though improvement in food hygieno has resulted from thoess
ingpoctions, the need for constant suporvision is

Fure food insgpectors from bead office visited and imspected
promises within the City of Greater Wollongong in Aungust,
Uetober and November, 1048,

The propossd appointment to this district of a foll-time
paire I'm:-:ﬂl fmspeetor, though wrgently needed, has not yet
cvimbuated.

It is hoped that the proposed appointment will be made
during the forthcoming year. .

Tourist Camps,

Forty-vight inspections of tourist camps were made during
the ¥ear.

As u result of these inspections, n noticeable improvemont in
the sanitary awl geneéral condoet of the camps can e seen.

Swimming Pools.
Four imspections of swimming pools within the district
were made during the year.

Legislation.
The need for constant revision of the various Health Acts
nnd Heguintions iz ovident.

In many capes clarification of the regulations scems to be
imdiented, snd rocent advasees in publie health would suggest
cOm-

the weed for additional legislative safeguards for the
munity in gemeral.

Legal Proceedings.

Legal proceedings under seetion 77, Pure Food 1908,
wore institoted sgaiost one persom, amd undep Loeal ;
ment Ordionnce 3% (4) against fwo persons, were condueted.
On ecach oceasion, the defendent was convieted and fined,

MITCHELL HEALTH DISTRICT.

Report of the Medical Officer of Health for the year ended 31st December, 1948,

Staff =Dy, A, J, Geoffroy, Medieal Officer of Health, one
Health Tmspector, Mr, I, M. Way, one Offiee Assistant, 3isa
. M. Bingle.

The Mitchell Health Distriet eovers an aren of approximate]
0,650 miles and is made up of the following Municipalities an
Shires:—

Mwwicipalifics,
Bathurat. -
Bluo Mountains, City of.
Lithgow,
Molong.
Mudgees,
Drrange.
Hhires
Aberercmbio.

From the headquarters at Bathurst the distriet extends out-
wards for B0 to 100 miles approximately. The

totals 114325, mostly centeed at the m cithea,
Lithgow, Bathurst and Orange.  Apart from  these
seattored townships the country is only sparsely populated.

The activities earried on var The Bloe Mountains
fAPER in“a]n:oal whaolly H:uﬂ:nt{hlm:.:.&r; holiday resort.  In-

land warious types of farming are enrried oat—wheat,
dairying, vegetable and frult growing, Industrial

include conl mining, both decp and ent and
:n-:‘i]rm}, -u&mr?.t making I;P-url.]-nd,.Eudu], d“ and
ardware manufacture, nm preserving vege-
tables and froits.

Topography.

The nature of the country changes abruptly from the fer-
tile finta of the Nepean Hiver (the castern boundary) to the
Blue Mouniains (highest point above sem lovel—3,500 feet)
whiel gradually give way to undulating slopes flattening out to.
the western boundary. a
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Vital Statistics, 18948,
Fopulation—The population of the distriet at 3lst Decem-
bar, 1948, was estimated nt 116,160, while the catimated mean
population for 1945 was 115,580,

Marrigges~During 1948, D38 marriages wero colebrated i
the %t, equal to a rate of BIZ por 1000 of mcan

Live Hirthe—There were 2670 live birtha to mothers
reshdont in the distriet, a{uiﬂlent to & rate of 2815 per 1,000
of mean population. Of these, 1356 were males and 1,320

Ez-Nuptial Live Births—These numbered 108, equivalent to
a rate of .03 per 1000 of mean population. The ex-muptial
Uve births ropresented 4.4 per cent. of the total live births.

Deaths~The deaths of reshlenis numbered 1,102, equivalent
to o rabe of 9.53 per 1,000 of mean population. Of these, 6335
were males and 467 females

Infantile Mortality—Deaths under 1 vear of age numbered
8, equal to a pate of 3587 per 1,000 live births

OFf the total number of deaths of infants under 1 year of
age, B0, or 62,50 per eent., occurred within eme week of birth,
and 70, or 72.02 per cent., within the first menth. The corre-
q:nndinﬂ ratea per 1,004 live births for the two age groups were
2242 and 26,16, respectively.

Stiltbirtheg—There wers fifty-eight stillbirths to mothers
resident in the district, equal to a rate of 0.50 per 1000 of
medn pnfu'lnl.bum and representing 2.12 por cent. of all births
{live and still).

Murringes, Live Births, Stillbirths and Deaths—Esch Local Government Area, 1948,
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Trlseases of the Skin and Criglar Tiesue— A 1 ehinie for tuberculosis existz at thoe Blae Moun-
183 Other dbeases of ke skin asd annexs and of) 2 ¥ taims trict Hospital, but has not been put to active wse,
1 1 Private Hospitals.
‘3 3 3 Upevonly distributed, comprising a few small saoatorin for
i i tubere cages on the mountaing and small gencral or mid-
1 i wifory hospitals seattercd throughout the district, the total
‘ number of heds provided leing as follows:—
""} i = Modigal, sorgieal and Ivingdn  ............ 139
z & T Medieal and surgieal ....ocoieciiiinniie a1
f 2 i e e R e e e R R ar
2 1 X ToTan = 257
1 1 ==
1 1 z
i 1 Baby Health Centres.
B4 AR -

Full Time—~Five, loeated at Bathurst, Orange, Lithgow,
Katoomba, Mudgee.
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Part Timse.—Twao, located at Molong, Blaysey, Millthorpe,
Olsgron, Lawson, Blnekheath, Littletan, Porthand, Ryl-
atone, Kandos, Gulgong,

District Ambualance Stations.

Located at Penrith, Katoomba, Lithgow, Bathurst, Orange,
Molong, Mudges and Glon Davis,

Public Water Supplies,

Goneratly under the control of the loeal shire or municipal
eouncil, the construeting authority being the Pablie Works
Depariment,  In most eases the water supply ks a river or
ereck meross which is constraeted o storage reservoir. Behemes
wre uader way for the brioging of water over n distanee as in
the ¢ase of water from the Fish Eiver (for Wallerawang, Lith-
gow, and Glen Davis) and from the Centrnl Tallelnnds for
eortain towns in the Lysdhurst shire, Im Gulgong and Iort-
land, sul-artegian sapplies exist,

No trenlment ks given to water supplics, cither filtration or
ehlorinntion, except in the ease of Orange (filtrotion). There
are oecagbonal eamplaints sueh a3 modidiness after heavy raing
{e.g., Bathurst sopply) or discoloration from mineral matter
{ Katoamba ).

Baeterinlogical tesis takon {mrim]]ﬂ]l;r by the Fublic Works
Department have generally Loon satisfactory.  Speeinl ex-
aminations in 1947 for Huorine content showed this to be very
low=—hotween 000 ppm, (Lithgew) and 015 ppm. {Bathurst).
That of sub-artesian water at Gulgong, however, was (LB5 pja.

Sewerage.

Hewered loealities nre o follows: Bloe Mountains I:‘.H:}-, Ligh-
gow, Bathurst, Orange, Mudgee, The schemea are nod eom-
plete in any of these, however, so that thers are a namber of
pam services in nll. In some enses the sowage treatment works
are mot fonetioning officiently.  Undoobtedly oxte are
needed to sewer networks aml some fowns not vet sowered
are in #eed of it. There i a deplorable lack of planning in
many cioscs with the result that the town inevitably outgrows
the provisions made for the disposal of its wastes with un-
healthy eomditions resulting.

Public Swimming Pools.
A fow imolated pools oxist in the Deoe Moantains aren fod
by small springs.  The pool at Bathurat is Glled by the town

wnter supply. A new Ulympie posl for Batharst is contem-
|l|:||l1--||r sl not vei deeided,

Local Authorities.

Mean
XNamme, Area., FPopulatlen, | [beabil Inspector
(18T cenvaa
:njm.-q-liun_ .
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188 |1 i time,
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B, il
284 | Kltm
He |
7 :
| e
1 1 fall ik,
3217 1 fall time.
4340 I fall {ime,
3443 KA (Englnsss),

80 e mis | 114328 | 21

Infectious Diseases Notified.
Bee Tables ¥, VII, VIIT, IX, pp. 15, £2, 23, 25, 26 and 29,

Only alwout half the total number of shires and municipalities
conducted enmpaigns agninst diphtheria in 1048, The total
number of children immunised nmounted to abowot GO0,

Housing.

Gemorally fair, though In some parts of the distriet slam
conditions cxist. There is urgent need for more houses amd
ropaire o existing omes but owing to the slow rate of econ-
struction and tho shortnge of material and labour the demand

canaot e met,
Pure Food Act.

No pure foed Imspector has yet been appointed to the
district siaff, the arrangement being for one to make periodieal
visits frem the Pure Food Branch, Head Offics, Sydoey,

Moxious Trades Act.
Liconess isaucd in respect of each trade are ns follows;=—

D e e S 40
B Al e R TP 1]
Mannme MRKEE ool s A e 1
Blood boiler and QEYeE .. .. ... cannrnnonnrnn 1
Bloid Bodber - . clo. oan vrindrate s i S S 1
Bomg grinder ...cc..veeivnas B b e e e 1
Eaeker. o avs cisias vas son i mra e 1
COE TR o oo s h s b e et R SR a

23

General Administration.

The setting wp of the Mitehel]l Health Dristried with its head-
q}l::rltm at DBathurst imtroduced a change of procsduere on
the part of the loeal auwthoritics. Matters, for exam previ-
ouely sont direet to head offfec are of course now req o

to the distriet offfee, for example—Iinfeetions disense noki-

cilions, sepltic fank utp]inallum. Generally m the

supervision given and the advies offored by o this
district hove been appreciated by local authoritics,

Numecrons matters dealt with under the Public Health
Pure Food Act, Loeal Govermment Aet and the Noxious Trades
Act, bove reccived nttention by this offfes in co-operation with
the loeal nuthoritics.

Inspections Made During the Year.
Tnveatigation of complaints ....c.conmensrane
Investigmtion garbage rensovnl seTvices . .......
Investigation of sanitary serviess
Investigation of water supplios
Investigation of typhaokld
Inspeetion of hofols
Inspection of sanitary dopots .....
Inspection of pro ganltary de
Inspection of garbage de
Inspection of septic tank sites ....
Inspection of cxisting sepiic tanks . .
Inspeetion of noxious trde premises ......... 118
Inspection of proposed noxious trade premises . 2
Taspection of dwellings ..o..cciiannnncionan 34
lm!ihnffmd'pl‘enﬁlﬂ e D e 1
Inzpection of sewerage treatment works ...
Inspection of chemical closets . ........
Inspeetion of swimming pools ...... B e
Inspection of Jow:-lying land
Tnspection of barber's shops ...oviiianvannas
Colleetion of water samplés—

Chamienl 2.0 iy BEsaEpaE R R
Microbiologienl  ....oceaiiweciamsant i -1;

3

ever outhreaks

BEEuBanswnd

s s

Attending Licensing Courts .........

Public Health Education,
A henlth display wns shown at the mﬂﬁ Annual Bhow,
1048, and ereated great intercst.  Durin Fear various
Departmental booklets and lenflets were

P

RICHMOND-TWEED HEALTH DISTRICT. '
Report of Medical Officer of Health, J. ). Donnellan, M.B., Ch.M., D.P.H., for the year ended 31st December, 1348,

This district was established on the st Dﬂﬂ!bﬂl, ]!rﬂ',
conseqiently this is the first roport on a whole year’s adminis-
tration,

The distriet extends from South Grafion in the south to the
CQricensland border in the worth, and wesiward ns far aa tho
weatern borders of Copmanburst and Kyogle shires, Its castorn
boumilary s the constling from Yamba on the Clarceee River
to the Queensland border,

It ombraces two eitics, six municipnlitics aed ten shires—
population approximately 116 0040,

The office is staffed with the medieal officer of bealth—

pDr. J. 0. Deancllan, a senior health imspeetor—Mr. R. C.
Turer and an office assistant-—3iss P. M, Grennam

Vital Statistics, 1948,

Population—The populntion of the district at “‘._.., A el
ber, 1948, was estimated at 114,970, while the estimated mean
population for 1048 was 113,970 . W T

Marriages—Daring 1048, 1,062 marrlages wore m'ﬁ -
the distriet, equal to a rate of 932 per 1,000 of mean popula-
tion, L

Live Firths,—There wore 3,104 live kirths ta mothors resident

in the distriet, cquivalemt to a rate of 27.24 per 1,000
wean population. OF these, 1,550 wese malea and 1,524 s
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Ex.Nuptial Live Births—Thess numbered 119, equivalont to
a rate of 104 per 1000 of mean poapalation. The ex-nuptial
live hirths represonted 381 per cent. of tofal lve birtha.

Dealhs~The deaths of residents numbored 844, equivalent
to o rate of 741 1,000 of mean population. OFf these, 488
were males aml fomales,

Infontile Morfalily—Denths under 1 year of nge numbersd
74, equal to a rate of 2384 por 1,000 live births,

Of the total mumber of deaths of infants under 1 year of
age, 48 ar 480 per eenl. oedurrsd within one weck of hirth,
and &3 er T1.62 per eent, within the firat month. The corre-
qmm‘lhlu ratez per 1000 Bive bistha for the two age groaps
were 1546 nnd 1707 respectivoly.

Ktillbirihs.—There wore 70 stillbirtha o motbers resident
in the district, equal o a rate of 001 per 1,000 of mean
population, aml represeiling 221 per cent, of all hirths {live
and #till).

Marriages, Live Births, Stillbirihs aml Deaths—Each Local Government Area, 1048,
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Health Services in the District
are tem public itols with 782 beds apd seven
E:LM itals with 108 beds, 1.6, rouglly oue hoapital bed
ameh 116 peopla,
' There are two full-time baly heilth centres and ben part-
time baby Bealth eonbres,
© There are nine ambulance stations and three sub-stations.

Sanitary Circumstances in the District.
In many respeets the sanitatiom of this district conld mot
be eonsidered sotisfactory so efforts have been or arg being
mnide $o improve conditions wherever necessary.

Thiz werk has been earried out by comstant inspections and
bringing under the notiee of the varlous local authorities any
unsatisfaetory conditions that have been found.

Thy n:l;l-d;l]'hurnﬂm of the local sothoritics in this reapeet has
biseq vﬂilogutifying. g0 much g0 that it cap be snid that
considera improvensent has been offected and plans for
still greater fmprovementa are belng put isto oporntion.

Fubliz water supplics, where instalied, are servicea by the
loeal nuthorities. The eity of Lismore draws itz water sup-
Iy direet from Wilsen's k, part of the morth arm of the
f:uu.u.m River. There is o plontiful wppﬂ?' of water, but
the quality is mot good, as the entehment district comprises
farm lands stocked with bovines and pigs, and therefore liable
to econtamination. Also, dering the sammer months, thore ia
a weed faint in the water whieh gives it an ohjectionnble
oilour when drawn from the tapa

Neo troatment is applied to the water bofore reticulation to
the howses,

The City Counell and the Howa County Couneil nre awnre
of the neccssity for an improved water supply and bave a

inn to obtain a water supply from the hill country at Roeky

k. This scheme, when eomplete, will supply water to Lis-
more, Byron Bay, and o towna on the lower Richmond River,
vit.: Cornki, Wosdbura snd Evans Head, and will aplu'l:llut-.-
pare water supplies for what are at presént unsatisfactory
anes.

The eity of Grafton and the municipality of South Grafton
obtain their water supply from the Nvmboldn River, where
there is a large petrle seheme in operation and the
wapply i3 gesorally regarded as good. .

This water ix to be extended to supply towns on the fower
Claremee River, viz.: Ulmarea, Maeléan and Yamla.

Murwillumbal obiaing its waler supply from two sources,

{h” Catchment arca on Mount Warming., (2) An arm of
the Tweed Rlver.

The water from Mount Warning ks satiefactory: that from
the river ls mot good, the calchment comprising ma it daea
farming land. 'lﬂ:h witer reegives no trontment.

The ““’I:f- of Mullembimby draws its sepply from the
head waters Wilson's Creck, which are diverted inte the
Brungwick River. A hydroelecirie schome for the distriet
ia imstalled. The water supply for the tewnship is filtered
befare rotieulation.
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The Cnsing municipality draws its water supply from the
south arm of the Hichmond River, the intake being close to
ihe township. The watoer s filtered before retienlation to the
town,

Kvogle draws its water from Fawectt's Creck, n tributary
af the south arm of the Richmond River, This water, also,
Is filtored before retieulation to the town.

Ballinn municipality draws lts lupp-'IE' from & erech in the
Alstonville disirict. It gravitates by pipeline to the township
for reticulation from serviee reservoir,

Lismore, Grafton and Casine have modern sewage treat-
meent works, whieh have been in operation for somse years.
Kyagle nlso has a trealment works eomstructed and a eom-
meneement hos been made to eonnest premises in the town-
ship to the maine. This work has been held op dering the
war owing to shortnge of Inbour.

A propossl hns been made to sewer Murwillumbah and work
on this project is expeeted to commenee in the mear future.

The town of Mullumbimby has also et surveysl for a
sowerage seheme,

Other ecentrea of population obtain their water sapplies
mainly from roof eatehments and in some Instamecs these
are augmented by supplies from spear points and wells

The city of Lismore and the tewns of Murwillumbak snd
Kyogle have publie swimming pocls with modern filiration
plants,

A publie swimming pool for Casine s proposed and plans
have Ibuan prepnred,

The swimming pool at Geaftom is part of the Clarence
River, but plans have now beem prepared for a public swin-
ming pool of Olympie standard.

There ia also @ uwin‘u‘pilg’ ool on the Clarence River at
Muaelean.

" There aré no publie abatteirs in the distriet, but meat
inspeetion sthemes to provide slanghteryards with full-time
meak inspectors are carried out in eonncefion with supplics
for both Lismore and Geafton, In addition to the slanghter-
vards there are ment works at Cisine and a bacon fae at
Lismore nnd Byron Bay. There are seventy slaughtervards
in the distriet.

Public Health Act.

Netifable Infectious Discasey. See Tables IV, TII, FIII,
IX, popes )5, 32, 23, 25, 30 and 2

ATPCHETUTRDOUIN . - w.ew o m o o mcmm  mRAR a3
THPBEROFRE: o e mn v mnin sow s e o 8 wcn 8w s id
Infantile Paralysla . .... ... ccciaciiinanas —
Encephalitls Lethargien ... .ccoociacinarnans —
Yellow Fever ....ccoenamssassansnannnsannns -
R i e e e e e e e R e R -
Bobeuls Plagme ..ol i A —
Typhiold Famer' .o.iiiaiadainsannnsairanns !
Bearlek PEFOr  ...ociucsasciasiansannansanns =
Corebro-spien]l Meningitis ... ... ...00000an 3
Typhuos Fevor . ..: e e S ey S [1]
DRdnlant Peeer e i a e na A h g 1
Praerperal Tnfeedlon . ..cnivisconncnnsensnas b1
LT R o S e —_

The provisions of the Aet with regard to infections disenses
have beon found generally to reegive proper attention by the
loeal muthorities.

During the year 1048 diphtherin immunisation eampalges
were earried oat by eleven ot of the eightorn local anthorities.

Follow.up work an tubereulosls ense contaets has boem car-
ried out and the neetssary adviee given.

Three casea of typhold ceeurred during the year in three
fomale children from one houwschold. Appropriate precautions
were immedintely takeén by tho loeal authority with regnrd
to the disposal of excreta, cte. Contacts were vaecimated amil
all the muerses om the stafl of the Lismore Ense Hoapital in
attendance to the patients were also vascinated. An investi-
gation as to the cavss of the outbreak was undertaken but
did mot result in amy positive finding. No further ecasca
oeeurned.

Judging from severn] investigations which have been earried
out during the vear it is considered that the ineidence of
hookworm amongst the eoloured population ia eonsiderable.
Bgveral pockets of infeetion have been discoversd,

The incidence of hookworm amongat the whites is not known,
Eﬂ:zugulm infestation is not a notifiable discase in New
HieE.

A disturbing feature of publle health importanee in this
distriet 1s the rather high incidénse of tuberculosis in daley
hords, a8 found by veterinary officers of the Department of
Agrienlture, coupled with the faet that eonsidernble quantitics
of raw milk are sold fm various towns in the distriet.

As there is no obligation on dairymen te have their herds
eortified T.B.-free, it is felt that eonsiderable risk of infee.
tion ia imcorred by drinking this raw milk,

A proposal wag recently pot forward by Lismore M
Couneil for n stheme to sapply Lismore with T.B.-free
by having the Milk At app to the area.

The members of the Milk Board were invited to Lismore
and addressed a publie mesting, Considernble opposition to
the scheme was ovident at the meeting, the opposition bei
minly for cconomis remsons, swch as Inereased costs,
the question of eompensatlon for eondemned beasts. Unfor-
tonately, the proposal was dropped.

It is felt that by dropping this propesal an opportunity to
further the public health of the district has boen lost, amcther
of the many examples of publie health kaving to play secomd
fiddle to ceonomies.

Pasteurised milk, bowever, is obiainable in most towns

Crwing to the asute bousing shortage and the sh of
Iabour and mnterials counells rally throughout the ik
have been unable to enforeo the nocessiry ropairs and renova-
tions to substandard homes, This offce has beon making ever
endeavour to keep sueh work on the way and one
reeently instituted logal proseedings under the Aet to onfores
repairg to dwellings where insanitary conditions were brought
umler notice by this offics,

Local Government Aet,

Thronghout the year inspections have beem made of sani-
tary and garbage depets and local nunthorities required to
bring sach depots up to standard, Much good work has
been dome iy loenl anthorities in this rd. Attention has
heen pald to nightsoil eleansing plants stveral new plants
have installed.

The proper disposal of garbage and the elimination of rat
harbourages at such depots hns been required. Unsatisfactory
closets, cosspits and septie tamks were found and have been

brought under the notice of the laeal authoritics and remedial
actlon takem.

Soven local authoritics in the district were without the ser-
vices of o bealth inspector. Bteps have been takon th
office urging some of these loenl nuthorities ln;sm

ingpectors and favourable results nre anticipated from theso
representations.

Several popular tourist resorts extend all along the
from Yamba in the south to Twesd Heads in the
atiract a large mamber of tourists from all parts
during the season leading to o large ineresso
population,

Camping sites st these areas are eontrolled

authorities and strict supervision of the sanitation of
eamps is Bocesmary.

The nomber of septie tank roved Board
the year was thirtycight (38). by B8 fiis

H

canst
of the stato
in the loeal
by the loeal

these

Pure Food Act.

No o t
thiuﬂu!&u::.j inspéctor has wet been nppointed 1o the staff of

Poriodieal wisits are paid to this district by a food
from head offiee and :Imwunu made u{l?;ol pmmmlﬁ
samples taken for analyees,

Hamp]
tulh:: lg_ arp also taken hy health inspeetors of the loeal

Tt is felt that the adequate suporvizion of all food premises
in this distriet owing to their In.l':u nmenber the ser-

viets of a food inspector attached foll-time to offtea.

Noxious Trades Act

Lietnses issued under the Act number ome bundred and
seventy.six (176),

_ Tmapections of moxious trades promises disclossd that earbler
in the year they were generally below standard. Thers has,
however, been some improvement in the conditfon of sw
premises during mn Warning notices have been iasuwed
through the loesl ritics where premiscs were not brought
up o standard, At the instigaticn of this offies in thres
instaneces logal procecdin

wire taken by local anthoritics,

H

Public Health Education.
This nepeet of the work has been earriod ont

hL:.ddnuu to ro clubs, schoals, ote, by
films, ne articlea snd brondeast talks, Tectiures on
hygicae are given by the medieal affieer of health to the nurses

gs to enforee satisfactory conditioms

——
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A dietitian from head office was attaehed to this offies dur-

ing the roand did exeellent work sddressing nurses in
training | tals, mothers at baby health eentres and the
children in the schools and members of other srpanieations.

The work of this office has on many oeeasions been facili-
tated by the help and wm.mnn received from the medical
ﬁﬂwr and his mﬂ' of th monwealth Health Laboratory at

General Administration,

Hmimd'iﬂi by offieers on duty.
1 officer of health—6,508 miles.
Benior health imspector—11,077 miles,

Inspections.
Moedical examinations ...
Investigation of infections T
In thon of infectious diseases amongst

a
A TERETYOR
Town water supplics
Private wator supplics
wabor samples
Catehment districta
tories

=N 5 R = N e O L]

------------------------
----------------------
...................
.......................

Fae

Industrial hygiene investigation
Sanitary depots
Garbage depols  .......cconeiine 16
Proposed sanitary disposal sites ...

Dwellings
Hotsls e
Barlers' lhnpn
Eutehors’ shopa
Crther food promises i,
Beptic tanka ...
Heptie tank efflent 1Ihpmn|
Bopiie fank sites ...
Heptie tanks in course of eomatruetion
L i B B e R L R R
Tourist ecamps
Ehowgrounds :
Bite for chemieal clmﬂ
Attendance nt court
Compluints
Nuizanees
Housing project
Noxious trades premises
Unkealthy bubbling land .. ....cvvvcvinenenee 27
Other !mpu:!um 5 O Rt L T |
Health edueation talks nnd ]ef-tureq ST e
Private hospital onqlirr;r 1
va i R 1
2

B nt s

tn

B e DB R ED S

Pablic schools
Heavenging district
Bowage treatment works

Office Routine.

“gam nimber of letters despatehed doring the vear 1048—

BROKEN HILL AND DISTRICT.

Report of Medical Officer of Health—J. T. Cullen, M.B.B.S., for the year

The population of Broken Hill municipal distriet at 31st
Decomber, 1048, was estimated at 27 650, which represents an
inerense of 250 when compared with that for the prévicus vear.

The death for the ol under review mumbered 296 (males
181, femnles 115). re were 781 births for the twelve
months comprising 405 males and 376 females.

Infections Dseases.
The monthly ineidence of notifiable infectious diseases was

a8 follows:—
Nt

Searlet
= | Xwwer. SanizgHis.

Tallniile

theri, Farsipais.

Toteciion.

e
o=

=

NIL NIL I HIL

ded 31st D ber, 1848,

The remarkably low ineidence of infeetious discnses is mote-
worthy. Four (4} enses of searlot fever were reported, but
the incidence of other infectious discases wna nil, Thiz l= a
record low ingidence for Broken Hill, and must sarely be
remarkable for a community with a population of 27850,

The ineldence of notifiable infections diseases st Broken
Hill doring the past five years is shown in the following table.

| LRdd. | H3en, | TS | =y, | Teas,

i —

-
el ey 4 | FToxiy a7 i
9 3 (oL ¥IN e | ..
D 1

The aboriginal station ot Menindee was visited as wsual,
two visits being made during the pericd under review. The
genoral stato of health of the inhalatants wns good. No seri-
oug illmess occarred, amd there was no ingidemes of tober-
culoais. The camp kas now boen shifted to Murren Bridge.

At the Anti-Tubereulosis Clinie eighty new cases were in-
vestignted, and the total number of attendanecs at the elinic
during the period under review wos 515, a decrease of 209 when
eompared with thoss of the previous twelve months.
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STATE HOSPITALS AND HOMES.

Strickland Conva

Tigifing Emergency Medical Oficer—TDr. R. €. Traill.
Watron,—Miss H, Meliregor.

flerieal Staff—Mr. I, W_ A, MeHargy

Trained Nureee—Four (4],

Asziztani Xursee—Three (3).

Frmals House Slaff.—Seven (7).

Ouidoor dtiemdanl.—08e {1}. Night Attendant—Onz (1).
Attendint Cleaner,—0One (1.

t Hospital, Vaunclase.

Patlenda Ted Accommalatien | Miles, #0;

Femalning ka Wowpital, Slet December, 1047 :
Tasals Workers, 17.

Females, 30 Tamate Woekers, ZI.
Males, 15; Females, 447

| Male. | Female, | Ttal,
Paticnts admittod durlng 1045 ...coorc] 25 | 634 | 900
Patbends dbchang=] Suring 1948 o 80 ] xl
Iatlents deccased during 1045 . o A . i
Ermaining in Hospital 4188 Deceimber, 1045 a2 EH

i e
| And 15 Tnfate Workers.,

Deaily Average © Mabe, 20 Frmale, 455 Inmate Workers, 10,

Muaintenanes and denntions for the year amounted to £1,193,

At this boapits] pnfients are reeeived from metropolitan
hoapitals, hospital admision depot ond 0 uumber from country
Im]uhl. The majority of patienta are wvery well antiafied
and appreciate the eare and attention given thom.

Cm discharge they shew marked gain in weight and general
health, This ks very evident al present ns boapitals diseharge
thelr patients in 8 very weak condition due g0 the ovérenowding
of beds

A pnomber of patients have been in plaster and bave to visit
the ont-pntients’ department at various hospltale—eome dally.
A small numler nlso reccive deep-ray treatment,

A very small pereentage have to be returned te hoapital
for further treatmént,

General maintenanes for the year hns bheom earried out hy
the Publie Works Depariment and local labour.

PARTICULARS 0F EXrENDITORE [S0URRED BY OTHER DEPARTMENTS
FoR Yean Expun 3lst December, 1048,

£ o d

Stationery and Ofice Bequisibes ...oimimeieecemmme 2.2 B
Fumitare ... B4 5 0O
Clothing and DNaPery .....ocosecemsmninrnis B2 0 O
Hardware, Ironmongery and G | Btorea {3 o0 o6
Elvelrielly ....c..coeiinneeriintannn 203 19 4
U e R T G 10 4
Whator and Beweragno  ....ioiiemeciciiie i, b L T}
Telophame .....c.cocioieiinnnin M 110
£ 236000 6

Excrasar AccoUsT.

£ m i

Lidleombe Relieving Attond :E.l.'ll:ry 18 811
Lideombe Loy Charges ... 2 79
Newington I.ll.mdr_f Account B &

BiLEs Ex CARRARA.

£ = d
Bale of Bolhles ... i annn ns snnn adssmnsmssis o7 B8

Value of Stock on hand as at 31st December, 1048, £1,186 13 7

STATE HOSPITAL AND HOME, LIDCOMEE.

Report of Medical rintendent for the
ending 31st hq-,,n]t“';. s

Honorary Fisiting Staf —~Hon, Stafl Surgeon o, Hnihr
ford Darling, L.ROCPF, (Lond.), M.ECSH é?
(Eng.}, M., RS 1“1 AL, (Ll:m.d._!, L.F. .!L {G:I.n&_
Assigtnnt ilun. R O
PRALCE: Hon, Imic Surgeona, ﬁw%:'. l‘llur ﬁﬂl‘ﬂ
M.E, ChM.; F. J. Pnﬂthm M.E, BS.; C. E. IL Beckett,

MB.; Hon, Urslogist, C. M. Edwards, M.B.. Chil; H, G,
Cummine, M.B., Ff.& & ma e Bt s ali Hon,
Dermntologise, B, J, Nowlamd, 'M.B., B8.; Etr

Throat Surgoon, B, E. Dusn, !H‘.H BS, B.Se Iﬁh‘iﬂ
Colin R. Cole, M.B.,, Ch.M.; Dentlst, D, O, Brown, .

Stafl ddminisfrative—~Modieal ﬂupunntn-lnut, E. J. Brooks,
M.E., ChM.; Deputy Superintendent, G. 8 P y MB, |
M.RAC.P.; Senior Medical Officer, N, O, WEI L.ILG.P'
LR.CH {P:hn ), LR.F.P8, (Glas), HRG’P
Medieal Officers, P. B, Hagen, MR, B o, 'HE.
ChIi; W, A. Moylan, M.E., B.S.

Hnnng{' 8, J. Warner.
Matron, :'clm A. J. Carr.
Nurses, thiriy-nine,

Other Fomale Staff, sixbesn.
Atbendants, 167,

Other Male Staff, forty-cight,

HNumler of beds avnilable na at 31st December, 19848, 518
hlh]n‘lu.i; ﬂm ﬂnnllltnlwg, totnl, 1,408,

Thaily average nwmber of paficnis and inmales residenl —

A e T 1,201

T o diim e LA 1,137

DO e s R e sies 1188

Admissiarss—Discharges— ToeEin | Secerat | Towl

Institution 1st Janoary, 148 ... 073 417 1, 0en |
Admissions vl 1141 1AM | 24756 |
Transfer from yard amd other Sections...| 2850 182 471 |
2103 | 1983 | 4,006 |
1
Thscha B0z 1 |
o i bl Bl 8
Transfers to other Sections .......ccoooen 182 aEh 471 ]
1,389 | 1,510 | 2,908 i
In Tnatitution 31st Docomber, 1048 .. T4 | 414 | 1188 |

Inily average wmumbers bn residemce during the
Hospital Division, 7187 General Division, 414; total, I.HS.

Cosual Eelief —One hondred and cighteon indigent
were provhled with sleeping ascommodation for Ihﬁm
were supplied with a meal.
Tolal Cost of Mainténance and Tréatmenl,—E178,045 45, 104,
Average Annual cosi per palient or inmale~—£157 2a. 11d.
During the yvear 138 mojor operntions wers pnhr-ui.
T'.IL'rt-: thatsanid c-:ghl: handred and l].'ﬂ.r-
examined in the z-ray department, ine um!ntiul of
stafl ns preseribed by the award made by Judge Kinsella i
Thres thousand two bundred and sixty-eight specimens were
oxnmiped in the pathologienl department.
Ope hupdred and seventy eleetrocardiograms wene takes
aml reported on. :
Laundry.—1,138 447 articles were laupdered.

Farm,—Sale of pigs, cie, realised £703 15s, 4d, During
the ;rwr the operations of the vegetalde garden were diseon-

In “Il" bakehouse, B67,128 b, of bread and cake were
proafizced 2t an average eost of 1B,
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The following works were carrfed out by the Departmont
of Public Works during the year:—
1. Kond ir=—Wnris 20 and 14,
3. Mosgiito. proot. wiring-—Wada 20 aad. 30
[EELETH F nm 0 A
4. Provision of guard for Kosi stove—Ward 20,
G, Widenlng of main gaieway.
. Heating facilitica—genoral store,
7. Repnira amd intht;EE—Wn'rd 118
K. Imstallation eleetrie Hght—main kitechen eormer,
8. Provision of sitting reom—XNo, 2 nurscs’ quariers,
10, Provision of sink, ete.~Xo. 2 norses’ quarters,
11. Insiaflation of steam sterilizers in wards.

In addition to the above the following mew work has been
commenesd during the yenr—
fal :ﬁ'ﬂil&m af kot water servier in yard Invatory

(L) Installation of hot water servies in yand dormitories.
(e} Bebuilding of wew kiosk,

(o) Installntion of dryving eabinet at lanmdrey.

(e} Coneroling of drying yards at Iaum]rr.

() Provision of lwundry facilitics, Jar. M.O. quarters.

Expenditure, 1948,

£ & d
Balaries and Payments in the nature of Salaries,. W.;ﬂ “- :
4850 10 11
45,208 4 2
Gl 1 4
S350 18 5
465 1 4
G000 13 8
Additions and m mtliil?lm; 11,183 14 10
hwlm t an
; i ‘t;..ma 0 =2
Clothing and Drapery ... Abd 0 8
Hardware, Ironmaongery and General Stores lass 1 3
4848 11 4
Office 132 8 &
Farm Gardin requisites 52 8 3
Sundry Expinses 3,005 16 8
Tolal Livoiiannann 1e24 & 2
£ » d.E£108234 3 2
Plus stock on hand st Jan, IME 10045 3 11 1920 10 5
Exchangoe Afc. Debits, 1848 ... 21915 6
17408 2 7
Less Stock on hand 31st Dec, M8 15968 & 0 3033 14 10
v Exchange Aje. Crodits IM8... 4338 0 10
107,174 7 0
Less Bevenue Collected  ....ooccoceen 12128 211
176,045 4 10
Pqu-hdumﬂuﬁmmusm—d
[N
120,279 bed days @ 6/- ... 5,063 14 0
126,823 bed ds =R 50760 4 O
ﬂ%ﬂy" BBR5Z 18 O
81,1682 @ 10
Average daily number resident for year............ 1133 0 0
Average oot per head i 157 211
Averags coat hesd after dedu
mﬁrﬂuqmmuﬂﬂ B0 B O

LIVERPOOL STATE HOSPITAL AND HOME.
.M d Medical Superintendent for Year
Ended 31st December, 1948,

o e g e S b, 106
FRCS.; Surgeon : ; :
e B, F.ROS,: 1. v

Surgeons, A. Bib, M g A, Tawson, M1,
FROS.: J. A. m:.'n M.h., ChAL: M. C. Newton, M.B.,
B.8e.; Annesthetist, R, V. Rickard, M.B, Ch.M, F.R.CS.,

FRACS; Ear, ﬁﬁ at 8
&gﬂ;ng" t R. %.'n:g{bah, M.E., ChM.; Neuro.
Burgeon, J. B. Tripp, M.B.,

nnd Throat 5o n, H. Elsentsr
cDonald, B.A, ME.,

Staff.—Though sialfing dificuliles porsisied throughout the
year, espeeially in respoel of fomale nursing perscnuel, a
slight increase in their numbers corly in 1948 permitted more
aperntive work being undertaken than bl been possible daring
the later half of the preesding vear. The continued employ-
ment af additiosal mabe stall for Ward duties in veeant
nursing posts, as during 1947, ohvisted the necessity of redue.
ing the number of available hospital beils,

Details of staff setuslly ewployed as at 31st Deeember, 1948,
nre ns follows:—

Madieal Soperintendent, ©, B, O'Brien, 3.1, ChM,; Senior
Medical Ciflecr {Acting), J. J. L, MeDonald, LRCI%; Mann-
ger, E. C. Barrett; Matron, E, ¢, Stocker; Acting snl-matron,
ilizpenser, two clerks, four oflice nssistnnts, two storekeepers,
nineteen  nurses, chiel attembant, depuiy  chief  attemdant,
thirty-three attendants, twoniy-six other male staff, eleven
other female staff, In addifien a part-time medienl prae-
tithoner atténded the outpaticnis’ department three dorys per
week, pending flling of the vacant position of medienl officor,
whilst n demtal surgeon visited l|w institution fartnightly
throughout the yenr.

Number of Beds and Warde—Hospital division, comprisng
oleven wanls cortaining 288 beds, though these figures 1n-
clinde one ward of twenty-cight beds not st presest in use in
eonsequenee of nursing stafl shortage, Dormitory sccommodn-
tiom for inmates of the home section remained constant at
ddd bemle throughont the vear,

Admizaons  and  INscharges.—1In
T E iG],
Died, 413,

: regidence, lst Jamuary,
Admitted during yenr—2631, Discharged, 2,211,
Total memmining at 3lst December, 1048—674,

Avernge doily number resident, 07395,  Average cost per
eectpied bed—EL48 118, 14,
BrmMak¥ 0F WikD Pamexrs TreatEn Dremsa, 190s.
i
En | In
Hospial, [Admiiied |Iischarged, Mlspianl,
Hectdon, IP: Idl.l.llﬂﬂ 1 -:u:h-: Thbeck, | :tlggi i
Japmary, Year. | Year. | Drermslsr,
1045, | | 145,
Cameer Yards ... “w 124 14 110 [+
Gepenl Wards ... 171 2450 | 2 20 185
Total 250 an6g H iy i
Distrfet Ward ..., 21 oy [T A1 19
Grnnd Total ... =3l [ E] 030 all 1]

ﬂp!:‘l:lfﬁ:rmr.—a\ total of 205 operations  werd wf-qrhlgd
daring the yenr of which 138 coulil B élnasified as major
aperations,

Oulpatients’  Deporfment.—Twenty-twe  thousand  soven
hupdred and sisty-nine attendances were recorded during the
year,

Roview of Wark.

Buildings—Arising ot of shortage of some materials and
delnys in the manufneture of fornishings, anticipations regard-
ing the availakility for use by inmates of the new reereation
Thenll duriug 1948 were unfortunntely not realised.

With floor eoverings now laid, however, mew tubular steal
furnitere in pesition and installation of a now radlo receiving
st effected, inmates should be enjoring the comfort of the
satisfactory appointments provided within a brief percbod.

Bearing in mind existing difficaltics in the proeurement of
hoth labeour amd materials, construction work on the Dew
I!ll,g‘"l‘l workers' dormitory procecded reasonably satisfactorily
dnrinf the year. As, at the end of December, outstanding items
imeluded only electrieal installations and eertain internal paint-
h;‘ one feels fhu:::ﬂ.ul in r::prn:uh:g the hape that cecupation
of thess pren will be rendored practicable prior to the
advent of the winter mentha of 1045,

An important work eommeneed and completed during 1048
which bas afforded a considerable measure of comvoniomes to
the leaseo and to immates and visitors allke, surrounds the
extensions and additions to the hospital kiosk bueilding which
wore opened in Novembor last, portion of the additional space
provided Leing sob apart for the purposes of 4 Gea-Toodm,

Though of small extent, some additional exterior painting
which wag in progress st the end of 1947 was enrried out on
the main Llock during the very carly part of tho year, whilst
part rengwal of flooring in the wnshroom and samitary anpexe
at dormitorics 12 and 13 and fhe enclosing of annexes o
eertaim warda, which largely serve ns messrooms, conatitate
additional important works, ondertaken or in progress, even
if other than of a major charseter,

Seroices~—The serviees of the institution geserally have been
gatisfnctorily maintained throughout the year.
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A provision of corsiderable importanee and benefit to many
patients, made avablable during the vear surronnds the in-
stallation in several wards of clectric ntilils fans, and it is
hoped that mdditional units will beecome avnilable ag early
date to permit of all other scctions of the hospital Deing
similarly 4_'4|ui|=-[_u:-|].

A general overhaul amd renewal of water, sewerage and
plumbing services st the dormitory seetion of the Camcer
DMvision was earricd ont, with consideralde bemefit, by the
Department of Publie Works doring 1848 as wero also re-
puirs to roofs, putterings and dewnpipes and the ro-surfncing
and sealing of the roadway to the nurses’ home and that
surrounding MNos, 12 and 13 dormitory which was, in additien,
fully kerbed and gottered

Improvement in copking facilitica to the extent of I‘.H
po-onditioning of the large “Ward” range in the main
kitehon apd overhanl of the “Aga” cooking unit at the Caneer
Block was also efocted during the year, and a commence-
ment was made i the finn] month of 1048 with the im-
stallation of fmproved lighting facilities in eortain of the
wards and offiees. 5

An outstanding advance was made also doring t!:e year in
the mattor of institutional franspart by the provision of &
motar lorry of S§-tons enpaeity, ns o result of which the
haulage institutionaliy of all elasses of goods required for
the serviees of this establishment has beem undertaken sinee
Jume last, The organleesd and controlled bosias under which
this vehiele aperates has béen vory beneficinl to the institution
anid has climinated the uneertain fentores and baphazard
aspects heretofore associnted with the seeuring of sapplies.

Enteriginments,—As in past vears, frequent Saturday even-
ing eoncerts were provided during 1948 by orgnntsations and
individual parties and the forinightly ciopma entertainments
continued to be well patroniscd by the inmates.

An additional feature aimed st relieving the routine, and
wossible boredom, bargely inscparable from institetional Hfe
imu oo the unapmeuneed-till-the-cloventh-hour midweek eon-
cert, provided at rrogular intervals throughout the year—
entertninments which lave been invariably well sttended.

To all members of parties who have so comtributed im
affording plemsure o our inmates Ernltﬂl.ll thanks are ex-
pressed and, in this vegard, it s desired to make apecial
miention of the Smith Foamily who, as in previous vears, in
aiddition to providing high-elass entertainment have also
distributed cokes, fruli, sweets, pipes and playing cards to
i s,

Tn this latter couneetion their distributions throughout the
institution towards promoting o brighter  Christmastide,
coupled with Christmag donations in ensh made by such nsso-
eiations 2z the Australian Workers' Union, Waterside Workers'
Union, Ex-Imperinl Soldiers and Sailors’ Sub-Branch to in-
minte membors amd cx-members of their regpeetive orgonisa-
tions are porticularly nolewerthy.

Farm—Dafry and Piggery.—It ia a matter of regrot that
work in connection with fhe restoration of farm lands, build-
Inge and services in that aves to its pre-army occwpatlon
eondition remained practieally st s standstill threughout the
year under Teview.

The hope is expressed, however, that materials and labour
will be provided during the current year to enable this work
ta progress, at least, to the stnge where re-commemecmdnt of
;-iE ralsing netivities, ns proposed, ean be satisfactorily under-
taken.

drardens and Grousds—The vear's operations in the vege-
tabile garden showed a deeline in produestion of approximabely
1% por eont. compared with tbe results achiored doring 1947,

Fretors which muainly contribated to the redueed vogetahls
production relate to the destruetion by heary rains of several
sowings of root crops, in both pre-germination amd sesdlin
stages, during the first Lalf of the year, the absenes on sl
leave, duoring m vital period, of the staff flnlnnr which
cansed a break in the planned upring aetivitics and |I.‘l|!'l.',
the effeet om summer eropa of dry climatie conditions necom-
panied by stromg, hot winds.

Even with the operation of sueh adverse eonditions, conpled
with the lack of satisfastory supporting Inbonr, however, the
total yield approximated 50,700 1b,

in the flower gardening and ground maintenanes
an has previonsly been stated, muoch improvement eould be
effected with the appointment of n staff gardener to under-
take nnd control sueh aetivities,

With the aequisition doring the ¥ear of a motor-driven
grass-cutling machine, however, some at least of the arcas
previously overgrown with paspalum and other tall growing
graeses now present o muach more orderly appearanec.

MEWINGTON STATE HOSPITAL AND HOME.

Annual Report for Year ended 31st Docember, 1948,

How. Medical Staff. —Neorologist—vacant.  Ophthalmie
Burgeon=—=vacant,

Staff.—Melical Bwrinlmchnl, J. MeMan M.B,, BR.
{Bydney) ; Dc;;:. Med, Bupt., Lottic Sharfstein, M.B., ChAL;
Manmger, Mr, L. R. McEoll; Matron Misa A. Wilson, Nurses,
seventy. Dispenser one, St'niucr Cleek one, Clerk one, Fomale
Office Assistants two, Btorekeopor one. Femnle Offies Assistant
in Btore cme. A dentlst visits the Institution fortnightly.

Aifmizeions amd Dieharges—lomates In  institution om
18t Japuary, 1048 = 459, Admissions daring vear 643,
clinfges, 632, Died fifty.-four. Bemaining in institetion at
313t Deecmber, 1948 = 416, Average ﬂlﬁ'_f nnmber, 438,

Hospital INvieion Statislips—

Body avaibalde i o et S e e 33
In hospitnl nt 1st January, 1948 ............ 270
Admissions during the Foar ...cocceaiannas G5
Dischnrges during the Pear ...oiccvaccianis 5k
Divd during the FEAF . .ivusiansisaneanmssnms 53
In hospital nt 2lst Doeembor, 148 ......... £23 1
Expenadiiure,— J
Giross expenditure for year ......., 294811 0 &
Annual eost per oceupled hed ..., 216 9 3§
Revenue Collections (Sales) ......... 43 2 4
Expenditure—Year 1848, - "
B
Expenditare as por H0, Statement ..... o441 13 &
Add Btoek om band st 1st January, 1948 14860 12 &
105,202 6 0
Deduct Stock on hand at 31st December,
L e R e 10248 0 O
95040 6 O
Deduct Proceeds of salos for year ....... “y Ry
#ME03 3 B
Aidd Exchange Servicos (Dr. Newington) . 207 17 O
Grogs Expenditure ...... £94811 0 B
Averape dably mueber—i38,
Avernge cost per bed per year—gE216 8s, B
RANDWICK AUXILIARY HOSPITAL.
Report far the Year ended 31at Decambar, 1548,

The following are the statistics summarising the wark of the
I!ulgitnl during the twelve months ended 31st December,
10—

Indoor Patients— Males. Females. Total.
under treatment on 31st December,
e 46 & 105
Adrditted during B ooeeeecciinianeee. b Y |
Total treated during IH8 .....ccovvviianee 121 11 232

Iied during 148 |/ N W@

barged during 148 .....coomcecerirarinmnnas Ey
Todal died and discharged, 143......... « B0 B3 113
;

Remaining in hospital on 31at December, IM8 61 58 110
W

b of rewident pationts ... 56 & 115
o o s i ety '

P SRR B
e ot o euals who ressired

Total number of wisita made by outdoor
patients ... 1,018
Working Inmatos—
In Institution on 3lst Mh, AT saaeesr 11
Admitted during 1048 41
Total ... A e L 52




Remaining in Institation on 3lst Decombor, 1044... 12
Daily avorage namber ..o 12
General daily average number including Workers ... 127

'—lﬁﬂ—lﬁf |EEHH— I_M_H-H iuumn—-u-rap-m

Total Stafl, fall time, authorised for 202 pat.
iemita, ropresenting the maximum number yet
Bndar EMAEIOEE ..insesssassssemsrenesansunrssisis

a3

L]

43

T T T T a8
Dioceeila adlll o e e e B e
L e e e e s |
Biupﬂ:lmr o e il s 1

The stall shortages at the end of the year were approxi-
nintely the same sa ot 31st Decomber, 1947,

Appended is o statoment of the shortages:—

A1/12047  31/12748
Worging saff . ci.ooiidviianes 30 38
Demeatis stalf ... ....ccconmnnnnns 13 18
R A e e e s 1 1
TNRETRIOT: 2z n n:p s 60 on i as o s 1 1

Tho hospltal was foriunafe in obinining the appointment of
an ocenpational therapist, whoe is performing valunble work.

Although the gtafl position remaimed statie during the year,
an imerease was made i the samber of patients from 105 on
1st Jamunry, 1848, to 110 on 31st Decembor, 1948,

The updermentionsd schodole illustrates the fluctuation in
:I‘a oumber of pationts in residence since the peak year of

Diaily Average Number of Patiants,

1D T e e Ty e T e 2002
AIEE | o i e b R R R R e 154
e o o e b U i e e e e LR
15 152,60
L s B 8 4 o g o RS B 1236
] e 115

Tatal eoat of maintenanes—E063 675 18z 14,
Average eost per inmate per year—E500 Ia,

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE WATERFALL SANATORIUM
A5 AT 31« DECEMBER, 15948,

1. {a) Number of bods available on
31st Docembor, 1948 — Male, Fomale, Total,
Pationta .. o0 176 465
Waorking Trmates . 120 19 148

Patienta. Workera, Total.
[B) H.am.lnling in Impm.] ol :]]ut

Deegmbor, 1947 Lt 168 130 TR
Admitted during 1048 ..o 188 Bl HilG
Total treated during 1048 ..., ana 788 11M
Numpher discharged ......... 125 67 T™h2
Number died .. 45 45
Ramaini in I'mn'pllnl on st

Dﬂmnnbgw' [ U R E 121 ny
Average dnily number resident. .. 186 21 307
Average residence of disoharged pﬂl.hms kn gﬂ ...... Al
Total cost of maintenance and treatmont & d.

Indoor Patienls .. weaae THe081 4 11
Averngo daily number of | hrmntﬂ mui-nnt ............ ; E'l.:"l

& d.
Avernge oost par inmate .. feitie - Ll i
Averngs daily numbur u!putwn.l.a ‘realdent .. : 16

e d
Averngs oost por pathent .. $18 3

d

11

(e} Cratpationts or individusls who received treatment.. 18
Total mumher of attend 02

Astually
2, Stall as at 31st Docember, 1048— [T
Pasts. ployod. Vasant
Hana Medical Stafl .........ccccvvin 2 2
Bledical Stall ..........e.. RN | 5
Managerial amd Clerical . 3 3
Nursing Stafl Fomalo ............ .ocoeees 44 16 a3
Nurding Stafll Attendanta ... ... = b 14 5
Mako Owtdoor Staff ... o] Fc &
Female (utdoor Staff . 14 14 -

* Inclodes 0 Mm-an-uuurxm



DAVID BERRY HOSPITAL.
Repert for the Year ended 31st D ber, 1948,

Following are the stafisties summarising the work of the
hospital during the voar onded 31st December, 1948:—

Fa-
Males.  males,  Tatal

Imidoor Patients—
Patienis amder treatment on  30st
Dcwmnlbr, 1T e ianerenn 7 it 13
Admitted during 1948 | annnaes . M) 0] 41
Total treated during 1048 ......... 267 o7 474
Dried dluring 148 _........oovmmmenerrnnins 4 I )
Ithrlmfgodﬂnluriug i1 AR T 105 +H2
Taotal died and discharged, 1948, 261 202 Hiz
R ining in  hospital on 3]s
December, 1848 .....0ccceeeeeeifinianas i 5 11
Births daring 1948 ... & 4 ]
Thily average num‘h-tr “of resident
PR bt e O
VOrage WEED O -
decensed pationts in daya .. LR 104
Number of individuals whe received
oulaloor breatment ... 115
Total number of visits rl:|r|.||-q ||11,- -.;i||1:
oo patients = o

Working Temates—

In institution on 3=t December, MHT......00veveneeene 2
Admitted during 10458 i :

T ey s emnaus
Discharged during 1948
Remaining in stitution on 3lst Detember, 1045, 2

Dally Average NOIBET ..oooicieiiiniinisaasmsnnmmmerisrinnmns 2
ﬂrmn! average namber {daily) inuludmg waorkems,,. 14

Operations Performed—

Head, hmnnuu,ENT e |
.ﬁbd-rmml-] .
e e |
‘.']Tnn nni cureties, ste q 1]2‘!
...... 3
ﬂenh'u.]-—:htlﬂj minor Dpu.rll:h::rn -
132
X-my Depariment—
";'ﬂlnl ased (inehides 43 denfal GEme) e . 38
Standard Establishment.
Medizal and Clorieal—
Modical Officer {part Lime) ....ccceerneiiiviinsnmnns I
Clerk (Male) ....cccoonniiniins 1
—_— 2
Nursing—
Hoad Nurse
Trained Nuarses
Assigtants in Knrﬂn;
{1}
Attendants—
Imidoor Absrsdind . ......oors00ssimmmsssnenmammrseensneny 1
Outdoor Atbendant ; 2
—_—
Domestic Staff—
Wardsmaids and Hossemabds ..oooiiinniimm.. &
Housemaid—Part-time Cook ... 1
. |
Total Authorised Blaff ...........ccinneees 23
Etall Bhortages on 315t Decomber, 1545—
Numing Ball ... 3 &
Throaghout the staff short W
meube, &%fmm}bwﬁﬂmw .dmhhn',rﬂ’ll'
El.lauh being limited. In its turn, this wes responsible for the
ﬂ.‘plﬂl‘lgihm.gh‘l‘hrihlﬂ the provious year and for the
reciable difforence in the oumber of opemtions w weTe

pnfl'urlud.

LEPER LAZARET.
Report an in Mew South Wales F
l-ﬂ'll"f"'i'.l'3“11“.lt . IH.& or the Year ended

Om 1st Fanuary, 1948, sevent 1= ]
detention ot m:'v aaTok vonteen (17) persons remnined under

e denth oeeurred during 1048,

The total number of jx-mm admittod sines when
patients wore first received (though the notification of
was firsl made compulsory and the detention of lepers
vided for by law only towsrds the end of 1000}, is EEI.
Dvistributed wnder nntionnlities, the account stands ns follows

i i

at 3lst Deeember, 1045 :—
- - r m
-::'.bu. :ﬂta‘\d_ 2 aled, | Do “I-D-L
1 1048,
1 R i |
e = o ]
i it
- an
= 1 1
1 B
= 2% S -
1
Thus the numbor remaining is the Lazaret on 3lst Deeem-
ber, 1048 was 19 persons; mulos and 7 femabes,

Every opportunity bhas boen offered to mombars the
medical profession to visit the Lazarat for the purpose of
soving such patients as were formerly undor thoir care, or for
sludy of the disease, :

The following statements show the iture for the year
amil the sourees from which it has been d.a.!rqﬂn?—

Stalcmen! showing the Working .E:pum
{for men and women) of Little Boy gﬂ mm

=
R

£

[ 1T O e e vewn G080
Proriemy L e 2787

Tobaeco and comforts, clothing, fool and

light, drugs, dreasings, obe .......... 2398

MiBcollANRUUE o vavsvaimieiaass Ar e ey 470

£11,338

Deduet  amountas  receired

of maintenance,
£3,042 185, 6d.; Net eont, !ﬂ..ﬂﬂi 18, €4,
Average number of patients residemt, 18.05, hd'i
an average of £450 11s 3d. por inmate per annum ‘ fi

¢ 11 males, 6 females, 7Ty
ﬂ.b?.-ﬂhlrill wljiﬁo

In Lazsret on 1st Janoa
admitted during the year,
charged, §; repatriated, 0; re-admitted

. klmmilung in Lazaret on 31st December—males, 12; !lﬂ.llq,g.
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SECTION IV.

PATHOLOGICAL LABORATORY,

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF PATHOLOGICAL LABORATORIES FOR THE YEAR 1948.

Iirector.~Ernest L. Morgan, AMLEB,| Ch.M _{8yd.).
Assistanl DNrector.—BKeith . Greiove, M.C, M.B.(Syd.}).

Medical Offcers—Stanley W. M. King, LR.C.FP.(Lond.),
MR.CE.(England); Walter H. Corbett, M.E., B2 {(8pd),
resigned 5/4/48; Farqubar W, Fraser, MR, Ch.IL(8yd.);
David J. Howell, M.B,, B8, resigned 2F/2/48; Stephen .
Mallnrky, MB,BS, DUT.M,, epmmenesd duky 6548 : John D,
Murphy, M.IB., B.S,, commeneed 4Iulrr B/8/48,

Microbiologizi Senior.—H. V. Justelios.

Microbinlopista—L. H. Bmell, ABTO, AACL; W. C.
Thompson; Miss A. Playoust, B.Se. (Brd.}; A. P Weaktwood,
K. Truman, B. ("Connor.

Laboratory Assistanie==A. J, Willinmson, J, Fj"l.'nq, I, Cpoft
{abaent on extended study leave), E. Jocob (absent on extonded
81 kave), L. F. Horton, K. Fraser, J. F. Wills, 1. Brown,
B. In Hill, J. B. Jomcs, W. Thyer.

Clerioal.—Miss M. E. Beahill, Misz E. Btarr, Miss J. Barrott
{part-tlmoe), 1 messenger (resigred Mareh, 1048},

Attemdants—H. J. Moseley, A. V. Lynek, J. W, Foster, J.
Fletebor, L. Hinds.

8ir,

I bave the hopour to submit the following summarised roport,
dealing with the work performed in the Microbiological Labora-
tory during 1948,

The amount of revenuwe eollected for examinations earried

out by the Laboratory amd for enles of Media, cfe, wns
£1,115 2x 84,

The total number of general Inboratory exnminations earried
out during the year wag 72455, and examinations of rats for
plagee numbered 898, Compared with the pumber of gemoral
expminations carried oot in 1047 (75,961), the Bgures show &
alight but insignificant decrease, which is mainl:lr aceounted for
in the decreased numbor of examinations earried out in conmoe-
thon with gomorrhoen, This decrease, togother with other varia-
tions, is disenssed below wnder soparate disease headings:—

Ihphtkeric—Alihough from time to time small outhreaks of
diphtherin continue to oceur in counbry eentres, the number of
swabhings submitted for cxzamination for diphtherin baeilli
has forthér declined from 3,050 in 1047 to 2,770 in 1948,
Toxicity tests, howewner, inerensed from 62 in 1947 to 210 in
1M,

Typhoid and Typhus Fever.—During the year, two carricrs
of typhoid baeillh were deteeted in contacts of two separats
eascs of typloid fever that were investigated by Dr. Drow, the
Metropolitan Medical Ciiee of Health, Typhoid bacllli woro
also found to be atill presont in the facees of m earrior, who
was defected in 1947, The numbor of laboratory investigations
in conmection with these diseases, howover, ks still low com-
pared with past years.

Anthrar~Three specimens were submitted during the year
for examination for anthrax baeilli but all vielded megative
rosulis,

Tubercidosie—The number of specinens sobmitted for
examimation for tubercle baellli was 1382, compared with 948
in 1947—an iserease of 414,

Malaria.—There has been o foriber deerense in the numlsr
of slides submitted for examination for malarkal parasites, the
figures. being 173 in 1047 and 62 in 1948, Of those, in 14
instanees malarinl parnsites wene fﬂund; In eash ease the
parasite wos plasmodiem vivax.

fiomorrhoca and Syphilis—The number of tests earrbed out
in eonneetion with Gonorrhoea shows n combined decrease of
2042  Bmears decrensed from 9,750 i 1947 to 7,507 in 1043
aml complement deviation tests from 4,571 to 3,817, The
figures for srphilis show little varintion from the previous
vear, the figures boing 21,903 Wossermann tests and 21,158
Kahn teais in 1047 compared with 21568 Wassermnnn tests
and 20,5660 Eahn tests in 1945

Milk—The namber of IIIIIP]H. af milk submitted H the
Milk Board for determinntion of bacterinl content was w
in 148, representing an inerense of 397 on the number of
similar examinntions enrried out in 1947, On the othor ha
samples submitted for examination for tuberele bacilli
orucells abortus deereased in number by B3, the
figures for 1047 and 1948 being 477 and 884, Brucella a
was detected in 40 different samples but po samples were found
to eomtain tuberele baeilli.

Histolegical Eraminaticas—This section of the labaratory
activity has shown a slow but stendy inerease nr:urrum yoars
and during 1948, 2,059 spreimens were submitted for bistologieal
exnminntion, ile it would be expeeted that the appoiatment
of pathologists te pullic hospitals would redues numkbor
of specimens, such i= not always the cose, os many pathologista

do not eonsider themselves competent to give an opinicn on
soetions of pathologieal tissue and thess pa usaally
gendl an increasing number of spocimens to this aberatory for

cxamination,

Avegmmadalion.—From year to year the need for additional
pecommoidntion hos Leen stressed.  Until sueh meod has been
met, the staff must eontises to work in overerowded rooms and
the possibility of any inerease in the setivitics of the labora-
tory must be considered remote.

Table showing the routine examinaticns made for the various
branches of the Biate Department of ?.’Llhﬁ:! Health, other
Government depariments, subsidised hospitals, ste.

Number of
Comparative
Etatoment
1947 1548,
Department of Public Health—
q-dlll:)ﬂ'l.m Baboimbong .. ......ccciemensconsnsi H,%
I
s Bt g
i B
Knm mﬂmﬁm amd 10
E;a;f I.JI!I:IE'EN nf:ua Mt ropolitan »
r . EE
Hm“lﬂﬁm-:l'ﬂnlﬂ.l{ulﬂmm 1
Randwick Auxiliary (T.5.) Hospital 5
Commonwealth 3,958
Btate De
i ke "
g:.l:d wmﬂh nl.l
ernament Depart
Palics : 119
Railway Department .
ilway
Miscellaneous Governmont orks ...... 48 i
e e 13,223 | 12581
Pubdis itala and Institutions (other than
Htate Hoapltaby) .........ocoivienina 14,306 | 14,043
AMental Hospital 7,291 7472
wmm and Shire Couneils .........ooeiemeeeseens 234 a58
Forster Hoapital A5 | 5488
Total Examinations (General) ......... 75,081 | TIABS
Rats for Plague “ .......... 1,625 298
77,080 | 73,353

i e i, g o




a7

In the following Btatement the routine work is divided into s=ctions to diselose the purposes for which the various exnmina-
fiona were miade.

Number of Number of
Examinations %:Lmhmig:m
Comparative parative
Statoment. Etatoment.
1947, 1048, B. Parronooioar ExaMisaTions—eondinmod, 1T, 1943,
A, MicBoBIOLOOICAL ExaMimaTioss Chomical Examinations—
o o PR o e v snme e man el 137
Blood for sugar toboranos 250 244
Blocd for urea estimation 131 an
& Blood for eroatininn .......ccommseeeanmenennans | 20 T
18 Borum acid phosphatas ... | 160 211
2,770 Blood for chobesterol ..o L 4l
21p Blnod for fibrin, globulie, albamen, ... g 63
54 i T R e e e e it} 43
LT T T e s 140 L]
3,007 Tost. meal SPOCIIORS ..oooisececcesessimssrnnnnnes 583 487
Cabeulus .....ccoceeeee @ 15
Gonorrhors (smears and aeing] ..ooecoeeeeeeno 0,756 | 7,507 Miscellancous 34 A54
Gonorrhioea Complement Deviation Test ... 4,571 | 3817 Cell counts 530 455
Ehuwrh Strepd i 263 Crdlaidal 643 | BT
%yﬂnli Eg'rnh.m. ete.) 4 24 Protoin, glebulin and total pro B 13
ydatid (Comploment Deviation Test ) &2 Taknta ars .. 317 103
Chlorides ... 128 07
Miscellaneous cerobro spi 4 17
I e e S e e ] 134 151
Urino (General Examinations) ............... 380 423
3. Of Tissues for Histological Examinstion ... 5575 | 2050
C. ExaMizaTio® oF PARASITES
Ecto-parasitos (fleas, ticks, ete)) ....oovvieenneeeeoes & |
Endo-parasites (round snd flat worms, eto.) ... 107 ]
Insccts | fios, mMosqEitoes] ......oweniaannes
D, MEpico-Lecar EXaMisaTioNs,
Examination of Exhibhits for hlood, semina
| M e i s S 103 131
t E. Exaummmation of SrgoMENS  FOR
P'Irﬁmﬂl‘lﬁ' OoF VACTINES AXD HH":’RL'
usmv:fﬁ:u IHATIONS, -
Preparation nutogenons vaccines {roml sputsa,
urine, aone pastules, boils, wounds and of her]
soptic conditions 413 32
T Trichomonas ... 12 11
| 22 Lations and mixtures
3T Utonsil swa a 540 as5
| Wails Diseaso ...........
i 22 Misoollanecus (General &0 16
| “: Spormatotos .. o 3
| 75,081 T2 AGE
Bread, ico-cream, ete. b
Ml samplos submitted by tho Milk Board for
pewmiiMion Ui Tubircls Beoili aad B | The fullowing table indicatcs the Rats and Mice destroyed and
thtnm for Bacteriological count sub. pxamined at Sydoey and Newcasthe during the year ending 3lst
mitted by tho Milk Board .........c.o.ccoero. 1,816 | 2213  December, 1848
favellameois milks for Bacterinl counts, ete. kL
B for Food Poisoning ....eeeeeeeeee 18 ) 1948, Sydewy. | 1948, Neweastie.
atar |Totwt | Narreg: atup | Total.
| ok it il = 1
| B. Pamnovrcorcal EXaMisaTross. i &1 2 ‘] i+
1. O Animals— f‘,} ; ; :
MAMTEAIE  ....oieenssmnsinsensananansssmnnnsiassaasanas 1 ii o5 | 1 1 a
TR T T s an i d | m| 2 5 a
o of Bag Flubds— % u:! $ : g
Blood for full apd differentinl couat oo 1,288 1178 3 a3l g 3 5
Blood for sedimentation mbe .......ocoommmmes 6 1l T - 3 i
examinations 9 E T [ [ . 1
Blood hroing 4 2 g |3 [ 5
E T T 30 s







