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1 o} ol INTRODUC T IMON
. “During the year, decennial census' was talen in February 1951. Accord-
Mmhﬁ&ﬁhﬁﬂﬂ of the city was 14,16,056. The estimated mid-year
ppulation for 1951 was 14,34,085. The vital statistics rates of 1950 were
on the estimated mid-year population of 1950 viz., 10,13,000, while
the rates for 1851 are ealeulated on the estimated mid-year pgfuiation Vi,
W" It will, therefore, be seen that the comparison of the rates of
'with those of 1951 would be mizleading.  The decennium 1941-1951 was
marked by an unprecedented increasze in the population, almost double of
‘what it was in 1941.

o vAninteresting feature worthy of note is a study of natural inerease in
tion during the inter-censal period sinee 11871 (Page 3). There have
deaths than births during 1871 to 1921. But from 1931, there has
‘been a natural increase of births of 1,687 ; 47,367 and 91,543 respectively in
the three successive inter-censal periods. This is a clear indication of impro-
 health eonditions in the city and a clear evidence that the city is no longer
¢ _ a8 it'used to be deseribad thirty years ago.
I remdh e
The year under report was a specially diffieult one due to the eontinu-
‘ance of drought conditions for the fifth successive year and the consequent
‘acute shortage of water supply in the city. Inspite of this, the vital statis.
ties reveal no deterioration. There was a fall in the infant mortality from
18778 in 1950 to 166.57 in 1951. This is encouraging.

Cholera, which was prevalent inthe city in the previous half-year’
‘continued in a sporadic form during the year and it marked the maximum
“incidence in Be]}}:gmha 1951. Iﬁi:;nost ﬁgil;:.;me was Ttliilad for ?nd t:.:lflf pr:;&n-
tive measures had to be taken throughout the year. itional s had to
‘be appointed from time to time to concentrate on preventive measures in the
affected areas. Additional staff and accommeodation had to be provided at'the
Infectious Diseases Hospital, Tondiarpet, to cope up with the situation.

The incidence of Small-pox showed a decline during the year. Enteric

Fever continued to be prevalent in the city in a sporadic form throughout

‘the * and there were 810 reported cases. This disease is difficult to control
;wl?l:ﬁaﬂjr when the incidence is sporadic. In this connection, I would urge
‘the need for the more susceptible of the ulation, particularly students, to
“get themselves protected against this fell disease by T. A. B. inoculation at
‘the commenecement of the term in July.

The various medical services rendered through this Department, dispen-
saries, hospitals, special clinics for leprosy, venereal disease and tuberculosis
‘have been very useful as evidenced by the increasing number of citizens
availing themselves of these services. Special mention may be made of

losis Service. As indicated in my last report, four more clinics have
been opened pursuant to the acceptance both b&r the Government and the
Wn of the recommendations of the Sub-Committee appointsd by the

Tuberculosis Association. These clinics have been rendering relief
to an increasing number of patients. But the problem of finding accommoda-
tion for those needing hospitalisation is most acute especially now that there
i8 more case finding through these clinics. It is, therefore, necessary that
the other part of the recommendations viz., provizion of more beds, needs
immediate implementation. The Council has provided funds for acquiring
additional site for providing more beds. 1t is for the Tuberculosis Association
and Government to discharge their responsibility under the scheme by
providing more beds.






e
_ "'?warkdmuhr the Health Dﬂpa.rtmmt of the Corporation cannot be
.‘meﬂ withont reference to the general, economic and social
ondi e, especially the poor and the middle classes, who form
he bu ﬂui ation. The health of the people cannot show marked
impron t solely on account of certain efforts made by the Corporation
Wﬁﬂ long as the housing conditions are bad and the peaple have
not _ rchasing power so as to provide themselves with the bare
].igthelr civic conscience is low and they are indifferent
s the pmhlama of sanitation and health. The Corporation's efforts in
ing the amenities of life do not show results commensurate with their
as maaa defects continue.

‘ ,DI-}FKEE the year, 12:25 miles of sewers have been laid. 2,916 dry latrines
.umvarﬁad into flush-out latrines. 30 more miles of streets have been
ﬁ of th

proof, better lighting has been provided in rer areas, the activi-

child w&fara scheme have haan extended, but these and similar

measures would have improved the sanitation and conditions of living hetter
had the people realised their civic duties, co-operated with the Corporation
better, made an earnest effort to improve their own huts and houses and their

umuﬂndmg The education of the people in civic duties iz thus more
important for the Corporation than any other measure.

The city’s population iz increasing. The number of births in 1951 was
58,961 against 52,619 in the Ereviuus yvear and the number of deaths rose from
38,726 in 1950 to 42,039 in 1951. The natural inerease of births over deaths
during 1951 iz 16,922 aga.mﬂ:t 13,893 in the preceding vear. The increase in

is due partly to the increase in population and partly to the prevalence

m the mt.y, almost throughout the wvear, of Cholera and Small-pox. One
encouraging featurs was the fall in the rate of infant deaths from 187-73 per
1000 live births in 190 to 166:57 per 1000 live births in 1951. Of the total
number of births of 58,961 in the city, as many as 29,931 were conductad by the
staff of the child welfare scheme of the Corporation. The death rate among
infants who came under the care of the Corporation child welfare scheme
was 12316 against 166'57 for the city as a whole. Our child welfare
centres are very popular and extremely useful. The Corporation has been
am uite alive to the importance of having a chain of these centres throughout
city and has sanctioned the opening of 2 more centres in the eurrent year.
m#hgd gtrength in the maternity wards of these centres has been increased

I have always believed that the Health Officer and his big staff would be
able to devote better attention to their legitimate health work if that depart-
ment is relieved of the mechanical duty of collecting, removing and disposing
of rubbizh. At present, mosat of their time is taken away in organising a
large body of staff for this work, in maintaining mechanised transport,
ordinary carts and live stock and in making compost ete. [ have suggested
to the Council, and the Government have also stressed that, as a major civic
bodjr the city Corporation should give a lead to other municipalities in effec-
ﬁ =eparation of functions and transferring this part of the ‘work of

and disposal of rubbish to the Mechanical Engineer who is better
fitted to look after the transport. The Standing Committees have approved
this proposal and it is now pending before the Council for final acceptance.
I have no doubt that once this proposal is accepted and carefully worked, the
health staff would beable to visit houses more frequently than now, advise
owners and tenants on the many small defects which they themselves can
rectify and on all petty improvements which could be effected by themselves
and which nevertheless result in the proper upkeep of the houses and their
surroundings.
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Leprosy clinic—Vyasarpady

Ward in Sri Tiruvotteeswarar Tuberculosis Hospital


























































































Public Health Laboratory
Assistant Pathologist at work on the U. N. 1. C, E. F. - donated
equipment for the dingnosis of Syphilis

Inmates of Work House, Poor House & Orphanage
‘En fete' on August 15th












Inmaies of the Work House at Rope - making

Corporation Orphanage - Children spinning on the Takli,






























Fig 2. OSCILLATORIA LIMNETICA
(Magnified about 100 times)
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F Fig 3._ Microcystis S Dominant plant

organism in February 1952 in Red Hills Reservoir
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Fig 4. CYPRIDOPSIS Sp Fig 5 A magnilied view of the animalcule-
_an ostracoda found in millions on 18—=7—31 CY FRIDOFPSIS (OSTRACODA)

on the {loor of the underground filtered water
tanks No 111 & IV

Vieterinary Dispensary—Mylapore
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