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CREMATION GROUND AT PERAMBUR [NEWLY CONSTRUCTED)

KORUKUPET REFUSE DUMPING GROUND [(AFTER-IMPROVEMENTS)
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BOGIPALAYAM [BEFORE IMPROVEMENTS)

BOGIPALAYAM (AFTER IMPROVEMENTS)












INMATES OF THE CORPORATION POOR HOUSE AT THEIR MEALS
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.of the Health Week Celebrations invited His Excellency to open the Exhibition.
His Excellency then in a very elegant speech stressing the importance of such
celebrations declared the exhibiticn open. Major-General C. A. Sprawson the
Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras thanked Their Excellencies
for having consented to perlorm the opening ceremony amidst their
multifarious engagements. Then the distinguished visitors went round in the
‘u::hibci.t_ian grounds and inspected all the charts, models and exhibits.

There were physical exercise demonstrations, cinema shows and
lectures on health subjects with the aid of magic lanterns by the staff of Health
Department. ;

The function of the second day was presided over by the Hon'ble
Dewan Bahadur B. Munuswamy Naidu Garu, Chief Minister and Mr. T. P.
Meenakshisundaram Mudaliar delivered a lecture in Tamil on “Your part in the
promotion of general health”. Ambulance display and competition were
included in the programme and the Chief Minister distributed prizes to the
winners in the compelitions. This was followed by cinema shows and magic
lantern lectures. :

..+ The Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras was the Presi-
dent on the third day, when Rao Bahadur Dr. A. Lakshmanaswamy Mudaliar,
M. D., delivered an instructive lecture on "Infant Welfare”. Then the cinema
_':nd lantérn shows conducted at 6-30 p. M. concluded the activities of the day.

The 4th day of the week was presided over by Mrs. Conran Smith.
The first item in the programme was the Baby competition which lasted from
8 to 11 .M. After 11 A.M. commenced the feeding of the poor, one of the items
specially arranged for the benefit of the Jadies and poor women who brought
their babies and children for competition. The poor feeding was conducted
free by the Proprietor of the Aryva Bhavan who played the host to the poor
mothers. In the evening at 5 the President distnibuted prizes to the winners in
the competition which was followed by cinema shows and lantern demonstrations.

The 5th day's function was presided over by Rao Bahadur Dr. C Natesa
Mudaliar. As per programme the various exhibits were inspected by the Judges
in the morning (7-20 to 9-30 A.M.). The Boy Scouts gave a fine display in the
evening. The President then aistributed prizes to the winners in the various
items of the day. As usual there were cinema and lantern shows thereafter.

The 6th day (Gosha dav) was specially set apart for ladies. Several
minént ladies were pleased to grace the occasion with their presence. Their
¥ co-operation and interest in the activities of the day made it the success

that it was. There were cinema and lantern shows in the evening.

The last day in the week was presided over by Her Excellency Lady
Beatrix Stanley. There was physical exercise demonstration at 5 p.M. immediately
after the arrival of Her Exceliency. Her Excellency then distributed prizes to
the winners in the competitions. This was followed bv an expression of greatful
thanks to Her Excellency. Cinema shows and magic lantern demonstrations

were then conducted. .

The Health and Baby Week opened by Their Excellencies on 13-1-31
came to.a close on the night of Monday the 19th  January 193l. Their
willingness to perform the opening ceremony and their presence on the octasion
were a source of encouragement to all the workers and the success of the show
was due in no small. measure to the inspiration drawn from them and their
interest in the welfare work of this presidency umder ‘their charge. Thanks are
also due to the various gentlemen who presided over the functions of the week
tﬂd*ﬂ‘?jw;&d lectures on: interesting subjects of Public Health, to the Military
Secretary to the Government, the Commissioner of Police, the Heads of Govern-
ment Departments who took part in the Exhibition by exhibiting the activities of
their departments, the Boy Scouts, the Executive Engineer,North Presidency divi-
sion and others for all.the help rendered by them to make the function a complete
success. - | hanks are also due to the Officers and -officials:of - Corporation who
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= The Raja Sir Ramaswamy Mudaliar's Lying-in-hospital.—In this
hospital the total number of deliveries attended to during 1931 was 2361, of
which 487 were complicated labour cases. 1109 patients were admitted for ante
and post-natal treatment. The total number of out-patients treated was 11,576.
95 pupils were granted diplomas as mid-wives. 93 final year students of the
Royapuram Medical School underwent clinical training.

The Ramakrishna Mission Students Home.—This institution [or poor
and deserving boys had a strength of 134 at the end of 1930 and 138 at the end
of 1931. Ithas a medical ward for the inmates with a doctor in daily
attendance. The annual medical examination of the boys was conducted
according to the scheme laid down by the Government.

' The Ramakrishna Math Charitable Dispensary.—The total number
-of patients treated in this dispensary during 1931 was 58, 905 as against 54, 587

for 1930.

The San Thome Dispensary:—The total number of patients treated in
this dispensary during 1931 was 12, 975 as against 12,717 for 1930.

The San Thome Convent Dispensary:—The number oi patients treated
in this dispensary during 1931 was 32,025,

8ri Kanyaka Parameswari Devasthanam Dispensary.—The total
number of patients treated in this dispensary during 1931 was 75,319as against

60, 649 for 1930.

The Unani-Dar-Ush-Shifa:—The total number of patients treated in
this Unani Dispensary during 1931 was 1,30,489 as against 1,25,015 for 1930.

CONSERVANCY.

Mr. W, L. Edwards, the Drainage Superintendent continued to be in
charge of conservancy work during the year under report, assisted by the two
Supervisors. The Veterinary Officer lent by the Government also confinued in
office during the year. There were 2318 men, 185 women and 114 boys .em-
ployed in the cleaning of streets and drains with 160 peons to supervise their
work.

550 bullock drawn carts and 38 Motor lorries were maintained during
the year for the removal of rubbish and filth in the City.

Animals :—There was a heavy shortage of bullocks in the Conservancy
Depots and the Council at its meeting held on 15-5-31 sanctioned the grant of
Rs, 20,000 for the purchase of bullocks.

Live stock in 1930 and 1931.

1930 1931
No. of animals at the commencement of the year - B05  G44
No. of animals purchased during the year v A 161
No. of animals that died during the year e 201 117
No. of animals remaining at the end of the year s Bdd 688

2 There was a reduction in mortality among the animals. O the 688
animals remaining at the end of the year, 5 were condemned and maintained at
the Sewage +Farm, Tondiarpet. All the animals except a few keptat the
F. Depot were protected against Rinderpest.

There was no outbreak of Rinderpest or Anthrax during the year.
“There were two casualties due to Trypnosomiasis and 11 to Piroplosmiasis.

: There was a severe outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease and all the
d,tﬁc;l: were affected by it. By segregation and timely treatment the virulence
«of the disease was aborted and controlled in a short time.






REMOVAL OF RUBBISH BY MOTOR LORRY

REMOVAL OF CESS POOL CONTENTS BY MOTOR VAN









FLUSHING OF THE WATER-TABLES BY MOTOR VAN

A VIEW OF THE RECLAMATION OF LOWLAND AT CHOOLAI













OTERY RUBBISH DUMPING GROUND
(FRONT VIEW AFTER IMPROVEMENTS)
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| primarily upon its inhabitants being strong and verile both in mind and
body it is ncc:ssag to take as much care of the health of the people as of
their educational and other conditions. Just as the child learns in the school
the three R's. and acquires the spirit of ‘ esprit de corps ' and team work and is
made to develop those finer qualities which go to make it the worthy citizen of
‘the future it is necessary to inculcate in the children habits of clean living and
impart to them sound ideas of health and the necessily for personal hygiene.
How can this be done any better than by close association with the medical
‘inspection staff ? The school children of to-day having had the benefit of this
- system of education will during their adult life be more ready to act upon
-advice and to welcome assistance in regard to health questions generally.

The medical inspection is also important in another way. In a country
like India wlere the general mass of the people are steeped in superstition and
fatalism and attribute their difficulties to the wrath of Gods, it is absolutely
necessary that all diseases and defects should be detected and remedied in their
incipient stages before they assume serious proportions.

The immediate results of these activities so fas as could be seen to-
wards the healing of the sick were collected to show how far the children follow-
-ed the medical advice and were benefitted by it. This was done during the revi-
sits paid to the schools after the routine inspections were over. The results so for
collected cover a period of three months in general in respect of each school,
though in certain important cases children were kept under continuous obser-
vation for longer periods. Uhe “lollowing up” statement Vide pages 123 and 124
shows in detail how many were operated, cured, improved or continued treatment
on the Medical Inspectors’ advice. There were refusals also in many cases and
in such, the Medical Inspectors in their revisits persuaded the school staff to

_continue to use their influence on the parents. The leakage between the num-
ber defective and th= number that obtained treatment is not much when the
fact that the results shown cover a period of only three months in most of
the cases, is taken 1uto account. A policy of '« try and try " has to be followed
before one could win the parent to his side. Tact and patience are required to
‘meet the ignorant objections of parents and make them realise the truth of our
advice and the necessity for following it. The results shown in the statement
are summarised below (—

Maloutrition. 323 children classed as undernourished regained their

“normal health after medical treatment.  In 605 children improvement in general

health was noticed within the period of reinspections but required continuance

of the treatment for a more prolonged period. In 108 cases improvement could

not be seen and they were advised continvance of the treatment.  This was also
partly due to their not having undergons the treatment regularly.

Teeth and Mouth. Improvements noted under this head are given
in the statement already referred to. It may be mentioned that five children
~ had their teeth cleaned by the Dentist and in 9 others the teeth were extracted
for bad caries. One child had his carious cavity filled up, Another child had
his tongue tie clipped.

Enlarged Tonsils. 35 of the children advised Tonsillectomy underwent

‘the operation and the Medical Inspectors prescribed Cod liver oil for these
* children to build up the general health. In 557 children the enlargement disap-
 peared after medical treatment. In 675 cases improvement was seen in the
reduction of the size of the tomsils while in 58, no improvement  was

perceptible. -

R ' Defective Vision. 10 children were prescribed glasses after the
necessary tests at the Eye Institution. Among these six wore glasses while 4
.could not do sodue to poverty. It is regrettable to note that these children after
having been subjected to the tedious test could not get their defccts remedied
due to utter poverty., Any allotment of funds either private or pul;,'ltc for the
would go a great way in helping humanity. 34 of the children who

were advised Cod liver oil took the same and in 13 the eyes became emmetro-
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_ There were 15 refusals and any amount of advice and persuasion was
futile in these cases. Parents of 13 children were indifferent in getting their
children treated. These attended the clinic irregularly.

As the t]ypl: of leprosy in them was not of an infectious nature these
could not be excluded from the schools, neither treatment insisted upen in the
absence of specific rules to deal with such cases. Rule 27 (a) of the Madras
Educational Act lays down that “no pupil shall be permitted to attend the
school who is found to be suffering from venereal diseases or leprosy ina
contagious form or from Small-FPox or from any other serious contagious or
infectious diseases.”

Asthere is a possibility of these non-infectious cases running on to the
infectious stage at any time either due to devitalising influences or a conlinuous
and he inlection, exclusion of these then and there at such stages becomes a
matter of great importance though detection of these at such stages may not be
practically pessible due to the children not reporting themselves at the clinic
either for treatment or observation. It is therciore necessary that rules
regarding exclusion of school children suffering from leprosy in a contagicus
form be so amended that even children suffering from the disease in the non-
infectious stages should be excluded trom school unless they underwent
treatment in a recognised institution.

While investigating into the family history of the children fur detecting
the possible source of infection, the father and mother of a boy and the mother
of another were found to suffer from Leprosy. ‘The former two were of the
skin type (infectious) and the latter was of the nerve type. énnn-infectiuus‘]‘ As
advised the¥ underwent treatment along with their children regularly. The
nerve type of case mentioned was almost cured by treatment while in the other
two, the progress was found to be slow.

Hookworm Disease:—i children showed a definite cure after a course
of the treatment. In 33 improvement was noted. These were advised to
continue Iron Tonie.

Gonorrhoea:—Among the three girls detected suffering from
Gonorrhoea, two were treated and cured while one refused treatment and left
the school.

Enteric Fever: —One girl with clinical signs and symptoms of typhoid

fever was advised admussion at the hospital. During the re-visit it was reported
that the girl was admitted and cured.

Phimosis:—46 children underwent circumcision operation for Phimosis

after medical advice.
tion of parents.— During the course of medical examination
of children the medical inspection staff inet the parents of 4517 children.  The
personal and family history were enquired into and any delects found in them
were pointed out to the parents with necessary medical advice. S:pel::ial
stress was laid on the importance of personal cleanliness of the children.
The number of parents met in the previous year was 5665. There has been
an improvement in the attendance of parents at the inspections showing
that they are taking increased interest in the medical inspection and freat-
ment of their children. In certain cases the parents themselves and their
infants were examined and advised at their own request. From a perusal of
the statement showing the resulis of re-visits one could easily judge as to how
far the parents availed themselves of the bencfits of medical advice. Whenever
the parents required help in the admission and treatment of their children in the
hospitals, the school stafi in certain cases gave the necessary help. Linking a well
organised social working scheme with the medical inspection activities w1 I really
~ go a great way in supplying the wants in this direction. The social workers to
whose care these cases will be entrusted for carrying out the medical advice
can devote themselves to the duties ot advising, persuading and taking children
~ to hospitals for treatment, The advantages of such a system will be that the
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