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Corporation of Madras.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT,

Annual Report for 1915.

GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

1. The year 1914 showed the highest death-rate (viz., 466 per milley for
Rt Haksos the last eight years and the lowest birth-rate, viz., 35-2 per
Health Conditions in mille of population (population 5,18,660 according to
ki census of 1911). Infantile mortality was also very high,
being 308-9 per 1,000 births registered. The very severe outbreak of Cholera in
that year was mainly responsible for such unfortunate conditions of the health of
the City. The registered deaths from this disease were responsible for 3-4 per 1,000
of the population and these figures do not, of course, represent the actual total
mortality from this disease. The errors are chiefly due to the fact that a large
number of deaths from Cholera are registered as Dysentery and Diarrhcea, this
being the information received by burial ground watchmen or Medical Registrars.
Hence it is that the figures for Cholera, Diarrhcea and Dysentery put together (in
Fact, for all bowel complaints generally) are a more reliable index of a prevailing
epidemic of Cholera than the figures of registered deaths for any one of these
diseases. The other causes of mortality were more or less the same asin previous
years, Malaria and Respiratory diseases being responsible for the usual number
of deaths.

2. The health conditions during the year under review were very favour-
Year 1915 able as compared not only with the previous year but
also with the previous ten years.

3. Itis mot claimed that this satisfactory state of things was entirely due
to any special achievements of the Corporation during the year under
review. Much of our good fortune in having passed through a compara-
tively very healthy year is doubtless attributable to natural causes. Never-
theless, the Corporation has done something to contribute to this desirable
end, although it can certainly do very much more.

4. The total number of deaths that occurred during the year (exclu-
sive of still-births) was 18,688 as against 24,174 in the year

Death-rate.
Bombay w 2517 1914, representing a death-rate of 36 per mille. The
" eried = 20os death-rate in the City is thus the highest among the
P = 3600 Presidency towns. If, however, the death-rate of Madras

were corrected for age, it would not figure so unfavour-
ably in comparison with the other three Cities. It is the lowest since 1897, when
it was 35-5, The mean ratio for the previous five years is 41-3.
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to live and do live are at least as good as that of the average European and
Anglo-Indian and even better than those of the average Indian Christian, then it
follows that certain particular sections at least of the Hindu and Muhammadan
communities should show a death-rate that could bear favourable comparison
with that of Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Indian Christians. Taking for
example, the Brahmin community, of which I can claim to speak with some special
knowledge, it is my general impression (and I am subject to correction) that
the sanitary conditions under which they live are decidedly good ; and they have
- carried personal and domestic Hygiene to a level of efficiency that would appear
incredible were it not supported by the low rate of mortality recorded in that
community in contradistinction with the high mortality under the Hindu commu-
nity as a whole. In the table above is shown death-rates among the several
sub-sections of the Hindu community (it i5 to be regretted that it was not con-
venient to do the same for the Muhammadan community)and the figures obtained
showed, as expected, a low death-rate of 24-2 per mille for the Brahmin com-
munity—a figure which bears favourable comparison with that of the Europeans
and is lower than those both of the Anglo-Indians and Indian Christians.

28, The fact seems to be that the groups ¢ Hindus ” and ¢ Muhammadans "
are far too wide for our present purpose, including as they do both the Prince, the
Nawab or the Mylapore Vakil at the one end, and the peasant, jutkawallah or the
Paracherri Halalkore at the other. Further the average Brahmin maintains a
higher standard of life even with limited means and under the severe stress of
modern city life ; he is better educated and can adopt himself with greater
ease to modern ideals of sanitation than the other classes of the Hindu
community.

29. It looks therefore fallacious, so far as death-rates of communities are
concerned, to generalise on figures of such a heterogenous population. A more
satisfactory method seems to be to subdivide such heterogenous communities
into groups which are more or less homogeneous in respegt of conditions under
which they “live and move and have their being.”

30. The number of live-births registered was 18,331, being 90 more than

in 1914. This works out to 35-3 per mille as against + 52

Birth-rate. in 1914, In the year 1905, the birth-rate wasf 45-6, but

since then there has been a slight variation till the year 1912 and from this latter

_year there is a steady fall. But whereas in previous years a high death-rate and

a low birth-rate was a common feature of vital statistics for the City, the birth-rate
this year is almost equal to the death-rate.

#1. In the Health Report of Bombay for 1914, Dr. Turner in discussing the
decline of birth-rate of Bombay, pointed out that this decline was not a feature
peculiar to Bombay (an Indian metropolis), but was a common feature in many
cities, European as well as Indian.

#2.  “The reduction has been ascribed to various causes, e.2., reduction in
the number of marriages and postponement of the age of marriage in supposed
conformity to social requirements or associated with economic conditions, diminu-
tion in the proportion of women of child-bearing age, variation in the fertility of

i






Diagram Showing Birth & Death Rates with Percentage of
Infantile Mortality and also Death Rates From Principal Infectious diseases
For the Sevaral Divisions of the City for the year 1915
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An exisling insanitary caitle shed
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Motor Lorry being loaded with rubbish,









A pond covered with Water Hyacinth that is being filled up by burnt rubbish
and incinerator ash,

A pond being hlled by burnt rubbish from small incineralor,
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Graph Showing

»+++++ Infantile Deaths
— —=— Total Deaths from Dysentery and Diarrhoea
—— Total Mortality
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Graph showing the Birth, Death & Infantile Death Rates for the Past 20 years from 1895 to 1914

as compared with those of 1915,
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Causes of General Mortality.
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Graph showing Deaths from Malaria, Typhoid & Other Fevers by Divisions
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Showing Death Rates of Dysentery & Diarrhoea For |914 & 1915 according to Divisions.
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An insanitary Temple lank in Madras.


















How Bura Sugar is made in Madras,

[Aska sogar is dissolved in waler and bojled in iron challics or bowls onlil it is made Inlo paste. 11 s
then poured nto another chally and couniry brown sugar o powdered jaggery is added to it in the proporiion of
{8} eight parts of country sugar Lo 100 of Aska. Then the whole ibing is sthrred ap well with an iron oar antil it
is well mixed and condensed. This is then Anally spread on the bare Hoor In an ill-ventilated room and crushed
with a wooden rod as illusrated above. A cooly with a bare body gets on the tod and supported by bwo sticks
works at the mass backwards and forwards Gl it is reduced to a solt fine powder. It is then packed for sale.
There Is a large demand for this sugar. It is considered swecter than Aska or foreign sugar.  But il is very likely
that during this operation, the sugar is contaminated with sweat dirt and probaldy spit. ]
























































































































































































































