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Annnal Report on the Medical and Health
Department 1950

Foreword

The year 1950 has been the healthiest on record in Mauritius. The death
rate has been lower than ever before: 13-9 per 1,000,

The infantile mortality has reached a new low level of 76-3 per 1,000 and
it is with a sense of satisfaction that we record for the second year running an
infant mortality rate with a two-figure number. The birth rate which was
already high, has increased still further to 49-7 per 1,000. The health figures
enumerated in 1949 were records of achievement ; not only have these been
maintained in 1950, but they have been snrpassed in many directions in spite
of continuing staff shortages.

The principal factors in bringing about these very appreciable results have
been the relative prosperity of the past few years and, above all, the striking
Success of the antimalarial measures carried out since the end of the war.
_Matarla. which until a few years ago caused the deaths of from 5 to 6 per 1,000
of the population each vear, now accounts for less than one per 1,000, while
admissions to hospital on account of the disease which used to average over
3:000 per annum amounted to less than 300. By eliminating to so large an
extent the debilitating effects of chronic malaria, this achievement has
increased the ability of the population to resist other infections and there has
eonsequently been a simultaneous reduction in the number of deaths due to
| infective and parasitic diseases.

~ The year 1950 was, on the whole, favourable in regard to the incidence of
infectious disease. While the incidence of enteric fever remained at nearly
the same level as in the two previous years, the number of cases of diphtheria
notified amounted to gH as contrasted with 154 for 1049 and 163 for 1g48.
No cases of major infectious diseases namely : plague, cholera, vellow fever,
small-pox and typhus oceurred during the year under review.

~ There has been no slackening in the demand for medical services from
all sections of the community, for indeed the people of this coloay are fast
becoming health-conscious and they are no longer prepared to suffer illness
or confront ill-health with that passivity which until a few yvears ago appeared
firmly established by its long continnance. The Education Department, the
Press, the cinema and the mrclcss, have played an important part in this
reéspect and there is no doubt that the new drugs have also conduced to the
change of attitude. The Press has always shown extreme willingness to publish
lﬂionnatrnn on health matters and on measures taken for the pra.w'mlmn of
se. Visual education of the people by means of the mobile cinema has
Eﬁﬂ continued uninterruptedly. The contribution of the Mauritius Broad-
'Wlﬂg Service in respect of our health talks has been very generous.

i
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Amongst the developments of special interest are the snccessful results
with the treatment of enteric fever with chloramphenicol, the inception of |
a Survey of Blind Persons and of all persons suffering from an eye defect
which may ultimately lead to blindness, and the extension of the antenatal |
service. In rural areas, the cleansing services continued to expand under the
auspices of local village councils, and the activities of their members were very
praiseworthy.

As in former years, the most cordial cooperation existed between all
Government Services and this Department. Our relations with the Senior
Medical Officer, Military Hospital, have been most harmonious. The three
Civil Commissioners, who are responsible for district administration, have
spared no efforts to assist us in our difficult task. To one and all I wish to
express my thanks and those of the Department’s staff for their much
appreciated support and help.

Relations with the Municipal Council of Port Louis and the Boards of
Commissioners for the township areas of Curepipe, Quatre Bornes and Beau
Bassin—Rose Hill were cordial. Likewise, cooperation with various voluntary
societies and the ladies and gentlemen who have so willingly given their time
for the numerous committees connected with the Department has been an
encouraging feature during the year. The unselfish service of the voluntary
worker is of the greatest importance and as the medical services of Mauritius
expand, more and more assistance of all kinds will be required from the
public-spirited.

Doctor E. E. Pndie, C.M.G., O.B.E., D.5.0., Chief Medical Officer in
the Colonial Office, toured the colony in January. In the observations and
recommendations which he made before leaving the Colony, he expressed the
view that the Mauritins Medical Services afford accessible treatment fac:ilitiesf.-
for the whole population in all parts of the Island by means of its network of |
hospitals and dispensaries. He considered that the Civil, Victoria, Orthopaedic |
and Mental Hospitals are well run and efficient and that the campaigns which |
have been carried out in receat years by the Health Staff against malaria have
already produced striking results and that these, combined with the recently |
formed Malaria Eradication Service, should at least reduce the incidence of
malaria to negligible porportions.

Functions
1. The functions of the Health Department are: — .
fa) to investigate the influence of social, environmental and domestic |
factors on the incidence of human disease and disability ; 1
(k) to plan and carry out measures for the promotion of health ; |
(¢) to institute and maintain measures for the prevention of disease ;

(d) to provide a quarantine service to prevent the introduction of

infectious disease by sea or air ; '
fe) to provide facilities for treatment of disease, including mental disease,
by maintenance of hospital and dispensary services ; |

=

(f) to make provision for the rehabilitation of the disabled ;

ki

(g) to control the practice of medicine, dentistry and pharmacy ;

il



MEDICAL AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT 3
(1) to provide facilities for the training of nurses, midwives and sanitary
officers ;

(1) to advise local authorities regarding their health services and to
inspect those services ;

(k) to prepare and publish reports and statistical or other information
relating to health,

PART 1

Administration
STAFF
2. The staff of the Medical and Health Department is composed of : —

. The Director of Medical Services.
Two Deputy Directors of Medical Services (one new post).
Three Medical Superintendents of hospitals.

Four specialists (Surgery, Radiology, Orthopaedic surgery, Leprosy and
skin diseases), new posts, two of which are vacant.

One Senior Pathologist and one Pathologist.

Twenty eight (28) Medical Officers including two Medical Officers of
Health (one post vacant), one Medical Officer of Health Port Louis
and Port Health Officer (vacant), two School Medical Officers
(vacant) and one Woman Medical Officer (vacant) post transferred
from the Development and Welfare Estimates as from 1st July, 1950.

Two Dentists (one post vacant).

One Rehabilitation Officer,” one Sister in charge of Orthopaedic Unit, two
Physiotherapists (one post vacant) and two occupational therapists.
(All these posts transferred from the Development and Welfare
Estimates as from 1st July, 1950). 2

One Government Chemist (vacant), one Assistant Government Chemist
and twelve (12) laboratory assistants including one new post of
Laboratory Assistant Bio-Chemistry.

One entomologist, one microscopist, one chief fieldman, six fieldmen (four
posts vacant).

One pharmacist (new post).

One visiting Matron (new post), three matrons and one assistant matron
(Mental Hospital),

One supernntendent of midwives (post transferred from Development and
Welfare Estimates on 1st July, 1950).
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Une assistant superintendent for Maternity and Child Welfare (new post)
and forty eight (48) midwives (forty three new posts including
personnel transferred from the Maternity and Child Welfare Society).

One Nutrition Officer (post vacant), one assistant Nutrition Officer and
five village health workers (all posts transferred from the Develop-
ment and Welfare Estimates on 1st July, 1950).

One chief clerk, oae stock verifier, one storekeeper, one asistant store-
keeper and thirty clerks of the General Clerical Service and allied
branches.

One head attendant, one assistant head attendant, one steward and clerk,
one storekeeper (Mental hospital) ; ten stewards, 173 dressers of
various grades and ten male attendants, six senior nursing sisters,
two sister tutors for Nurses' training schools (posts transferred from
Development and Welfare Estimates on 1st July, 1950.) Ten charge
nurses, twenty-seven ward sisters, and eighty-nine nurses, eight
sisters of mercy, four officers in charge of linenrcoms and one
seamstress.

Three senior sanitary inspectors (new posts) and fifty-five sanitary
inspectors of various grades ; one steward Quarantine Station and
ten other officers of the Sanitation Branch including one transport
officer and storekeeper sanitation.,

OUne hundred and thirty four other officers of minor ranks (messengers,
drivers, etc.).

The personnel nader ** Other Charges ' consists of : —
One Ophthalmologist working part time at Civil and Victoria hospitals.

One secretary X-ray Department, five nurses, two midwives and one
dresser.

333 male servants and 221 female hospital servants, 129 labourers,
27 drivers, 16 carpenters, 2 timekeepers, 3 overseers, 1 supervisor,
7 mechanics, 1 boatman, 2 stokers, 1 deckhand, 1 electrician and
g ratcatchers, 4 washermen, 3 seamstresses,

STAFF MOVEMENTS
3- One Deputy Director returned from overseas leave on the srd May

and acted alzo as M.O.H. Port Louis and Port health officer : he left the colony
on official mission to the United Kingdom on 28th September and returned on
the 27th October.

One new post of Deputy Director was filled on the 1st July.

The substantive holders of the following posts who proceeded on overseas

leave in 1949 remained on leave throughout the year:

One medical superintendent (Civil Hospital) and four Medical Officers,
two of whom were following courses for the Diploma in Anaesthesia
'5111'-1 the Diploma in Medical Radiology and Therapy respectivel y.
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During their absence, temporary medical officers continued to act in their
place. The previous holder of the post of Medical Superintendent
(Victoria Hospital), who was on leave in the Colony previous to
retirement, retired from the service on the znd May.

The Pathologist arrived in the Colony on appointment on the
13th November.

Four Medical Officers left the colony on overseas leave: one in February,
one in May and two in June.

One of them returned from leave in December.

One Medical Officer arrived in the Colony on 1st appointment on the
gth October and three temporary Medical Officers were appointed
Medical Ofhicers.

One dentist left the coloay on overseas leave in May and the dental clinic
was closed during his absence.

The Physiotherapist who was acting as Rehabilitation Officer was
appointed to the vacant post on the roth May.

The Sister in charge of Orthopaedic Unit left the Colony in May on leave
on the expiration of her contract.

One Physiotherapist arrived in the Colony on appointment on the
24th July.

The Government Chemist resigned his appointment on the 18th August
and the post remained vacant.

On the expiration of the leave prior to retirement of the Assistant Govern-
ment Chemist, the acting Officer was definitely appointed to the post
and further acted as Government Chemist from the 18th August.

The Matron Civil Hospital left the Colony on overseas leave in January.,
She was appointed Visiting Matron and returned from leave in-
November. The officer who was acting as Matron, Civil Hospital,
was appointed to the post.

The Superintendent of Midwives left the Colony on leave in September
on the expiration of her contract. No acting appointment was made.

The Assistant Nutrition Officer continued to supervise the work of the
Nutrition Division under a Medical Othcer of Health.

The Stock Verifier was promoted Chief Clerk on the 1st July, in the place
of the previous holder transferred on promotion to the Public
Assistance Department.

The Senior Clerk Statistics and one Sanitary Inspector left the Colony on
overseas leave, in December and November respectively.

FinancIAL
4. The revenue of the Colonial Government for the financial year 1949-50
twas Rs. 55,100,214.48 of which Rs. 170,840.54 was received through the
| Medical and Health Department. The actual expenditure on Medical Services
dwas Rs. 3,048,428.80 or Rs. 8.69 per cent of the total expenditure for the year,
¢ which amounted to Rs. 45,440,710.17.  This represents a sum of Rs. 8.04 per
I head of the estimated population at jist December, 1949 (mid-financial year),
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Under the Development and Welfare Plan the revenue was Rs. 715,895.36
and the expenditure Ks. 785,164.26.

The following analysis of the general estimates indicates the distribution
of the allocation: —
MepicaL aNp HEALTH DEPARTMENT ESTIMATES 1040-50

Aelnrrinis- Medical
{ration % SEFUICes o Healih % Total
Personal Emolwments 1E0i526 &7 955,215 751 200,435 16:2 1,272,176
Other Charges —
Recurrent 54, 200 1'7 1,928,9G01) 65°1 1,020,620 33°2 3,130,380

110,600 | 19,000

Non-[Recarrent —

TOTALS ... 164,726 37 2991775 68 1,246,055 28°3 4,402,556

These figures represent a total expenditure of Rs. 8.64 per head of
population estimated at the middle of the financial year distributed as
follows : —

Cost of Adminisirative Services per head ... e 32
Cost of Medical Services per head 5 BY
Cost of Health Services per head ... 2 45

TOTAL ... w804

The principal 1acreases in recurrent expenditure were due mainly to: —
fa) increase in the number of patieats admitted to hospitals ;
(b) increase in the prices of provisions and drugs ; and
(¢) purchase of an additional supply of Chloramphenicol as a pre-
cautionary measure.
The non-recurrent items provided for additional equipment for the
hospitals and the X-Ray Department.

In addition to the above, account must be taken of the amounts expended
on Public Health Work by Local Authorities and also by sugar estate owners
for their hospitals. An indication of the extent of the Health Services on sugar
estates is the fact that they have a total hospital accommodation of 738 beds.

LEGAL

5. The following legislation was passed ; —

Ordinance No. 45, Cited as the Public Health (Amendment) Ordin-
ance 1950 to amead subsection (1) of section 153 of the Public Health
Ordinance 1925 to the effect that the words * including mobile stalls ™
shall be inserted after the word ** stalls ' in the Principal Ordinance.

Ordinance No. 50, Cited as the Public Health (Amendment No. 2)
Ordinance 1g50. To fix charges to be paid by Government Officers,
servants and employees for admission into public hospitals and to
provide for delivery of medicines free of charge to certain persons,



- MEDICAL AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT 7

Ordinance No. 55. Cited as the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, 1050. To
regulate the importation, exportation, manufacture, sale and use of
opinm and other dangerous drugs, and to consolidate the laws hereto-
fore enacted to enforce control over dangerous drugs in general.

Government Notice No. 17. Being regulations made by the Director of
Medical Services under item (a) of paragraph (1) of Part VI of
Section 193 of the Publi- Health Ordinance 1925, h:ung the charges
for night soil service performed on private premises in the town of
Curepipe and in the village of Phoenix. -

Governmemt Notice No. 21. Cited as the €Cemeteries (Amendment)
Regulations 1950, being regulations made by the Director of Medical
Services under Section 193 of the Public Health Ordinance 1925, to
revoke Regulation 19 of the principal regulations to the effect that
no cemetery once closed by order of the Governor in Council shall be
used for any purpose other than the planting of trees except with the
approval of the Governor in Council on the recommendation of the
Director of Medical Services.

Government Notice No. 42. Cited as the Midwives Regulations 1050,
being regulations made by the Midwives Board under Section 11 of
the Midwives Ordinance 1926 as subsequently amended.

Government Notice No. 127, (Reprinted under Government Notice
No. 138) Order made by the Governor under Section 36 of the
Pharmacy Ordinance, 1912, and cited as the Pharmacy (Addition to
List of Poisons) Order, 1950, to add to Schedule A to Government
Notice No. 33 of 1940, as subsequently amended, the following
substances : —

Alphaprodine, Amidone, Betaprodine, Hydroxypethidine, Isoamidone,
Ketobemidone, Methadol, Methadyl acetate and Phenadoxone ;
Amidone and its salts, etc., as defined in Government Notice
No. 130 of 1048, being deleted therefrom.

Government Notice No. 166. Being Regulations made by the Director
of Medical Services under Section 193 of the Public Health Ordinance
1925 to revoke and replace Regulation 1 of the regulations published
under Government Notice No. 22 of 1939 as subsequently amended,
respecting the sale by auction or tender of the right to occupy stalls
or shops or benches in any public market outside Townships.

Proclamation No. 7. Under Section 4 of the Public Health {Amendment)
Order No. 24 of 1932, to order the closing of St. Julien and Centre de
Flacq private abattoirs as from the 18th September 1950.

Proclamation No. 15. To extend the application of Part TV of the
Dangerous Drugs Ordinance 1934 to the following substances: —

Alphaprodine, Amidone, Betaprodine, Hydroxvpethidine, Isoamidone,
Ketobemidone, Methadol, Methadyl Acetate and Phenadoxone :
the Dangerous Drugs (Application) Proclamation 1048 being
amended by the deletion of Amidone,
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Government Notice No. §47. Under Section 161 of the Public Health
Ordinance 1025 to appoint a portion of land at Cassis in the District
of Port Louis to be the site of and to be used as a cemetery.

Government Notice No. §66. Under Section 161 of the Public Health
Ordinance 1925 to appoint a portion of land at Beau Champ in the
District of Flacq to be the site of and to be used as a cemetery.

General Notice No. 867. Under Section 161 of the Public Health Ordin-
ance 1925, to appoint a portion of land at Choisy in the District of
Flacq to be the site of and to be used as a cemetery.

General Notice No. 924,  Under Section 161 of the Public Health Ordin-
ance 1925, to appoint a portion of land at Riviére des Galets in the
District of Savane to be used as a cemetery.

PART II

Natural and Social Conditions®

6. Physiography. The island of Mauritius lies between latitude 19°50°
and 20°31° South and longitude 57°18" and 57°48 East of Greenwich. The
total length North to South is nearly 30 miles and its breadth East to West
is 29 miles. The area of the main island is 716 square miles and that of the small
islets round the coast 4 square miles, making a total of 720 square miles
(460,800 acres). The ground rises to an elongated central plateau, lying
roughly North-South, the altitude of which above sea level is 1800-1g00 feet.
It is bounded on the North, East and South-West by abrupt and broken
mountain ridges. On the South and South-East it slopes gradually to the sea.
The highest mountain peak is 2,711 feet.

The coast line 1s irregular and is surrounded by numerous coral reefs.
There are two ports and several anchorages of minor importance; the two ports
are Port Louis oa the North-West and Mahebourg on the South-East.
Numerous sea-side resorts and bathing stations exist all round the coast.

Rivers and streams are numerous. They generally flow through large
ravines and frequently their course is broken by waterfalls and rapids. None
of the rivers are navigable and the regime of most of them is very variable:
in dry weather they are little more than streams, while during heavy rains they
swell to raging torrents. :

%, Chimate. Although Mauritius lies just within the tropics, its climate
15 on the whole comparatively mild and equable. There are, however, very
sensible variations of climate in the different parts of the island.

From South to East the island is exposed to the normal trade wind
currents. The North and Western Districts, the leeward side of the island,
are consequently the driest and hottest.

*] am indebicd to Mr. Marc Herchenroder, Director of Slatistics, for some of the
information contained in this part of the Report,
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The maximum shade temperature recorded on the Northern plains
(180 feet above sea-level) has never exceeded 95° F (35" C) and over the
Central table-land (1,800 feet) the maximum seldom reaches 80° F (27" C).
The high relative humidity however renders the heat oppressive at certain
times of the year and causes considerable discomfort specially in the lowlands.
For the same reason, the winter in the highlands is disagreeably cold, although
the temperature never falls below 45° F (7° C). The humid conditions along
the coast are favourable for the breeding of A-Gambiae and A-Funestus, the
carriers of malaria in Maurntins. On the other hand, the sudden drops of
temperature which are noticeable over the Central Platean stimulate
metabolism, and the diurnal and seasonal ranges of temperature which are
met at that level render this plateau climatically better suited to the young
and healthy than the parrower ranges encountered at the coast. Cases of
heat-stroke which occur at continental stations in similar latitudes are almost
unknown in Mauritius, but Europeans probably could not, except under very
trying conditions, perform the manual field work required for agricultural
purposes.

Rainfall is abundant but varies considerably in different parts of the
island. The mean annual rainfall wvaries from less than 30 inches
(760 millimetres on the North and West coast to 150 inches (3-8 metres) in
parts of the Central Plateau, where in some years it has been known to exceed
197 inches or 5 metres. The heavy summer rainfall begins in December,
reaches a maximum between January and March and gradually decreases to
the dry season in October and November. On the highlands, however, the
winter rainfall, brought in by the trade winds, may be quite important.
Tropical cyclones are frequent in the vicinity of Mauritius during the summer
months (December to April) ; they have at times caused considerable damage
to crops, trees and structures and even on rare occasions, caused loss of life.

8. Social and Economic Condations. Although in relation to its resources,
Mauritius is cerainly considerably overpopulated, vet the density of population
in the island is not overwhelmingly large, save perhaps in towns and villages
where it easily matches some of the most densely populated regions of the
globe. Port Louis shelters some 32,000 persons per square mile, Mahebourg
13,000, Curepipe 8,000. In the larger villages, cluster some 6,000 inhabitants
per square mile. Hence on the point of population density, Port Louis might
easily compare with the Chinese province of Macao, while the larger villages
would compare favourably with Hong Kong and Singapore.  The present
population is three times what it was a century ago.

The Mauritan population lives in the greatest measure on the proceeds of
sales of its sugar. The island has been fortunate in having produced, in the
absence of destructive storms, increasingly record sugar crops during the last
five years, the production being now 56 per cent above its pre-war level,
The whole island economy is however dependent on this single crop, which
constitutes g7 per cent of the domestic exports in value. The Colony produces
comparatively little food : maize, insignificant quantities of rice, some potatoes
and other root crops, vegetables and fruits. The bulk of the food is accord-
ingly imported from the East and Far East and from Australia.

-
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The relative prosperity of the past few years has enabled certain
improvements in public services and additional social welfare measures to be
undertaken. The incidence of malaria has been reduced to a very appreciable
extent ; new projects concerning domestic water and electricity supplies and
irrigation have been implemented ; new hospital wards have been constructed
and the existing ones improved.

While this relative prosperity and the remarkable results achieved by
antimalarial measures have brought the death rates to a low level, there has
been a larger increase in the reproductive rates of the population. Birth rates
have reached the highest figure ever recorded and the natural growth of the
population is now 6} times what it was in pre-war days. This exhorbitant
natural growth constitutes one of the problems of the hour.

PART 1III

lLaboratory Services

These consisted of the Central Laboratory at Réduit which is divided into
two sections: Bacteriological and Chemical and two branch laboratories at
Civil and Victoria Hospitals, which have been established in accordance with
the policy of decentralising.

The total number of examinations made at the Central Laboratory and
the branch laboratories continued to show an increase: 50,234 in 1950 ;
43,498 in 1040 and 41,396 in 1048 ; and it has fortunately been possible to
provide relief to the Staff by the appointment of three junior Laboratory
Assistants in December.

The report of the Senior Pathologist is appended. (Appendix T).

PART IV

Medical Services

(1) Hosprtars

10. There are eight general hospitals in the Colony not including the
special institutions for the treatment of orthopaedic cases, mental diseases and
leprosy. The hospitals range from the larger buildings at Port Louis and
Quatre Bornes to the smaller types of district hospitals. 28,303 in-patients
were treated in the hospitals during the year as compared with 2~?,??2 = 1949,

Table T shows the work performed at the various hospitals.
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Busldimgs
11. The extensions to Mental Hospital continue and a new male ward will
be opened in 1951.  Detailed drawings for the proposed Orthopaedic and
Rehabilitation Centre are now in preparation, as also are those for the Nurses’
Home at Civil Hospital, Port Lonis. A site for the Orthopaedic Centre has
been acquired, but difficulties are being encountered for the purchase of a
suitable plot of land for the Port Louis Nurses’ Home.

The year 1950 saw continued progress in reconditioning the buildings and
wards.  Repairs and redecoration proceeded satisfactorily in Victoria Hospital
throughout the period under review, and there is every hope that the work
will be finished by the end of 1951. The work of the rehabilitation of the
Civil Hospital was completed in 1948. All the wards in the two large hospitals
(Civil and Victoria) are now provided with water supply, wash-hand basins
and sinks. Redecoration was also carried out and a few alterations and
additions of a minor nature were effected at the Moka district hospital.

Equipment
12. Provision of modern equipment is still proceeding and the quality of
the hospital services is thus being improved year after vear. The replacement
of old beds by bedsteads of modern design, and of the old-fashioned locally
made mattresses by comfortable and hygienic latex foam mattresses continued
during 1950. More electric sterilizers and water heaters were provided.

Personnel

13. The increase in the number of patients coming up for examination
and applying for admission into the hospitals has thrown a heavy burden on
the medical staff of the Department. The medical establishment was
increased during the year by three Medical Officers. Although these new
appointments gave some relief, the advantage was counterbalanced by the
fact that there were four medical officers on vacation leave in Europe, of whom
one was taking the course for the Diploma in Anaesthetics and another for
that of Radiotherapy.

It is disappointing to record the dificulty.in recruiting Medical and Nursing
Staff. It is practically impossible to get Medical Officers from overseas, and
the supply of Mauritian Medical Officers who started their studies in European
Universities after the cessation of hostilities in 1945 has just begun and it will
be some time yet before it can have an appreciable effect on the local situation,

On the other hand the improvements in the conditions under which the
nursing staff works and which were described in the previous year’s annual
report have had a favourable effect on attracting candidates to the Medical
Service.  During 1950, 26 new nurses and dressers were appointed, but the
Department needs many more.

Radiological Work
14. The use of a modern diagnostic plant as from the beginning of the
vear greatly improved the quality of the work performed at the Department
of Radiology and made it possible to meet the increased demand from the
medical profession for X-Ray examination. The number of examinations
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‘amounted to 8,780 as compared with 8,379 in 1049 and 5,775 in 1048.
Although the figure indicating the examinations carried out shows an increase
' of only 401 over the previous year, the number of skiagrams quadrupled in
| comparison with 1949.

Table II details the number of examinations in 1950.

TABLE 11

X—Ray Examixations v 1950

Upper limb e b
Laower limb saak i lh35
Ribs, Slernum ... ws 106
Spine e 431
Skull gl 209
Laungs e Tt
Heart 35
Ciastro-Intestinal tract ... i I 002
Gall Bladder B 1
Urinary tract SR s |
Oihers an

ToraL ... e B.780

—_ =

An order for more radiological equipment, including an  additional
( diagnostic plant, a deep X-Ray therapy and a superficial therapy units was
| placed at the end of the year. This equipment is intended for the special
- X-Ray Department which will be constructed near the proposed Orthopaedic
f Centre referred to earlier in this report.

A supply of radium amounting to 98 milligrammes is available in the
| Colony.

Surgery

15. In spite of difficultics of staff, surgical practice has progressed and
fkept pace with recent advances ; and improvements in technique which
|experience has shown to be applicable to local conditions have been adopted.

Table 117 indicates the surgical work performed in all public hospitals of
| the Colony.
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TABLE [1I

. r
Nalure of Operalions J'*.-:'\r;t::'if:::'rf
(1) SToMacH Axp DUODENUM :(—
{a) Closure of perforation 30
{B) Gastro-enterostomy ... 74
ir) Gastrectomy ... aras
id) Others ... e itah o . 7
(2} INTESTINES :—
{a) Closure of wounds and perforations 14
(h) Resection and or anastomosis L
() Reduction of volvalus TiE o 5
(f) Reduction of intussusception 0
{¢) Division of adhesions or bands ... i
(/) For any other cause of obstruction 3
{g) Formation or closure of artificial anus ... S 4
(1) Appendicectomy 2015
() Drainage of periloncal abscesses ... 3
{ 7} Omenlopexy il

&) Exploratory laparatomy ... e 5 i 40
() Others ... 5

(3) RECTUM AND ANUS :—

(a) Excision of rectum ... 9
(h) Treatment of prolapse 36
() For Assure and fistula 44
() For ischio-rectal abscess ... T 39
{¢) Ligature of hacmorrhoids ... G SE0 )
{f1 Injection of hacmorrhoids ... L1
{4} Sigmoidoscony e i e (I
] Oithers o s il
() HErxiA =—
() Inguinal s e 146
(" Femoral eu o 4
{¢) hmbilical 1
(i) Others... i 19}
{3) LivER, SPLEEX AND PANCREAS :—
() Upon liver e A i
(h Cholecvstectomy T o are i 13
{¢) Other operations upon gall bladder i o 7
(ef) Splenectomy .. s s 3
() For pancreatilis 0
(f) Others ... = e 1
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TagrLe 11l—conlinned

Number

Nalure of Operalions Performed

(6) URINARY SYSTEM - —

a) Nephrotomy ... 2
(B) Nephrectomy ... 3
{c) Perinephric explorations 1
{(d) Upon ureters ... 7
) Cystolomy and supra pubic draimage 23
i1} Prostatectomy 11
lg) Urethrotomy ... i
() For urethral hslula and abscess .. 10
(7)) Cystoscopy and ureleric catheterization 7
() Urethral cathelerization and passage of sounds ... Sk 36
(%) Others ...
(7) MALE ORGANS OF GENERATION :—
(a) Circumcision ... 5 L il
(6} Others for paraphimosis ... sy LT2
fel Amputation of penis ... 2
(e} Hydrocelotomy el V08
(e) For varicocele... L 2
(f) Upon testis and epu{lldwuﬂ 10
{g) Others ... e
(#) FEMALE ORGANS OF GENERATION :—

(@) Ovariotomy ... 14
ih) Salpingotomy .. f
(e} Salpingostomy, [ur slerility ...

(d) Myomectomy ... 2
le) Hysterectomy... 47
(7) Hysleropexy ... 10
(g) Caesarian section .o, s 20
(k) Uterine suture i)

(i) For extra-uterine gestation ... ... ..

{(7) Drainage of pelvic abscess ... — 5

(k) Instrumental delivery and destruction of Eu,tm-. S ..« 108
(1) For vesico or recto-vaginal fistula : —

(i) Plastic repair ... 8
(i) Uretero-colic anastomosis ... 1

{m) Colporrhaphy and perineorrhaphy 23
(n) Removal of uterine contents and or dilatation and curettage ... 174
(o) Induction of labour or abortion ... Ton i
(¢} Insufflation of fallopian tubes - 0
{g) Uterine drainage ... it
() Examination and or manipulation of uleres or foctus ... 17
(s} Upon cervix ... 66

e e R o
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TavrLe 11T—continued

Nature of Operalions il
(9) EveE :—
(a) For ectropion ... 33
{h) For calaract ... Ul
(c) For glaucoma ... 7
() Irideciomy ... 13
g} Enucleation and evisceration 24
(f) Others ... oyt L
(10} EAR. NosSE AND THROAT :—

{a) Myringolomy ... e B AT i
(f) Mastoidotomy . 5 7
() Removal of fnru_i.{l't haelies ... a1
(el} Reduction of nasal fracture ... 1
(¢} Resection of sepium ... B
{#} Turhinectomy and or drainage of sinuses 14
(¢) Removal of tumours ... .1 40
(h) Tomsillectomy, by guillotine... a N

{#) Tonsillectomy, by dissection (both incluing  vemovil  of
adenoids) ... 127
() For guinsy ... 27
(£} Uvnlotomy ... 0
(1) Laryngoscopy, bronchoscopy and oesophagoscopy ... P (11
i) Others... i 1)

(11) MouTH AxD NECK :—
(@) Extraction of teeth ... i e 1,857
(B Upon jaws (including treatment of i'ra.thfL“-‘J - 20
{c) Upon tongue and lips (including removal of tumours, but

excluding plastic) ... i s 16
ey Excision or fieatment of glands in neck ... i s
{e) Tracheotomy ... e i s i 0
{(f) Thyroidectomy (including ligature of thyvroid vessels) . 2
(2] For thyri-gloszal cvsls 3
(h) Others ... 12

(12) CHEST :—

() Thoracolomy and pleural drainage 15
(b) Lobectomy 0
{¢) Upon cardia 0
(efl Phrenic avulsion 30
le! Artificial pnenmothorax 03
(f) Paracentesis ... 11
{g) Others 14
(13) MaMMARY GLAKDS :(—
(a) Masteclomy -
() Excision of inmour i

e Incision of abscess ... e YRR
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TABLE [1l—continned

Nuniher
Nttwre of Operations Pertormed

(14) Craxiry :—

(i} Decompression and treatment of frac.ure and haemorrhage .. 27

th) For intracranial tumour 1

(c) Drainage of intracranial abscess 0

*{el) Others ... ]
(153) SPINAL CoLuMs —

ja) Laminectomy 4

{h) Bone grait ]

ic) Manipulation and or cxternal fixation {for tuberculosis, iracture
and other conditions, including application of plaster jacket) 243

(i) Lumbar and cisternal punciure ... : 2
i¢) Spinal injection . 7
{F) Othe re 11

i) Boxes :(—
(i) For iractures :-
[il Open operations (including bone gralt, application of plates

and oiler mechanical aids) ... e [
{ii) Manual and instromental reduction and or :|.|'|phl.‘:ltl-ml ol
splints and plaster = e
i For ostecmyvelilis, osteitis and ]‘H}t‘uhllil'-‘-‘. e
i) Acute = T ik
{in) Chronic linclwding sequestrectomy ’u!d or application of
plaster) ... R Y
lc) Bemoval of tumours .. & 5
{d) Others ... a s | 365

(17) Jorsrs :—
o) Arthrotomy :-—

(1) For sepsis (¥

(i} For removal of looge or foreign bodies : 15
i) Exeision of joint = 2
i) Reduction of dislocation ... : in
(o) Manipulation for other purposes ... i - b
(e} External fisation (including apphcation of thcrl ; Sne enh
( f) Aspiration ... - 3
() Dhers ... = : i

(18] AMPUTATIONS —
(a) O ngers

by Of hand and forearm ... x o e : 1
() Of arm ... X T S

{el) OF toes N 2)
{eh OF foot and leg . _ i

[ £} Of thigh e, e
g Others ... en e
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TABLE I11l—contimed

Nimber
Natuwre of Oferalions Perforued
ARTERIES, VEINS AND NERVES ;—
{a) For aneurysm ... 2
I8 Ligalure of vessels ... il
() For angioma ... o i = 0
() Injection of varicose veins .. S
(¢} Nerve suture and neurolysis.. % 4
() Others upon nerves |||'|1_]|_1.:I|n" atrele I'|1||" sl imjection) 16
ig) Others ... 17
ORTHOPAEDIC AXND PLASTIC DPERATIONS :—
ol Dsteotomy (for deformilics) 23
(b Ciher treatment of deformities and contractures  lincluding
manipulation and application of splinis and plaster) §=0
(e} For hare lip and clefl palate 11
) Upon ears, nose and lips ... e 4
{¢) For ¢lephantiasis . ]
(r) Skin grai 0
(gl Others ... 110

(21) CoNprrions UNcLASSIFIED REGIONNALLY :—

16. Orthopaedic Surgery.

() For ulcers (excluding skin graft) ... 5
i) For other septic conditions (including incision of abscesses and
whitlows) ... can 300
(¢} Suture and treatment of wounds lincluding tendon suturel ... 978
{¢f) Excision of superficial tumours (including ¢vsis) 133
{e) Extraction of foreign bodies 149
i1 Removal of glands ... 1%
(g} For bursitis and ganglion ... : ; L 12
(1) Treatment of burns P
(i) Removal of parasites ... : 0
(7} Others ... e 34

reports as follows: —

(a) Personnel.

high abilities to replace her.

Miss Bonieux, who has achieved high nursing qualities resigned her post
at the end of the year. It is hoped that Miss Bonieux who is now
in Europe will decide to take up the Nursing career for which she is

eminently suited.

The Medical Superintendent of Floréal Hospital

During 1950 the following changes in the staff occurred.
In May we were unfortunate to lose Miss Nicholson, the Orthopaedic
Nursing Sister, who left the Colony on termination of contract.
must state here that Miss Nicholson did an immense amount of work
at this hospital and was responsible for the high degree of nursing
ability which has been reached by the untrained nursing staff at
Floreal. 1 believe it will be difficult to find another person of her
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Miss L. Scotter, Physiotherapist, is a recent addition to our trained staff
and came to us after very good training and wide experience.

It must be pointed out that up to the time of writing, the Floreal Staff
15 sorely depleted. There is no trained Orthopaedic Nursing Sister
and we are still short of one physiotherapist.

(&) Work carried out. With the departure of Miss Nicholson it became
unperative that the Orthopaedic Surgeon should spead more time at
Floreal Hospital. It was obvious that a lot of work nermally carried
out by a trained orthopaedic sister could not be passed over to an
untrained nurse and had to devolve to the Medical Officer. Conse-
quently the weekly outpatient clinic at Civil Hospital had to be
stopped aad only one series of district wisiting by the Orthopaedic
Surgeon could be done during the year.

The most striking features of the year are:
(i) The absence of an epidemic of poliomyelitis during the year.
(ii) The tremendous increase in the work done compared to previous
Years.
(i) The continuous rise in the waiting list of patients for hospital
admission.

This is a serious feature. During the year, although working at wvery
full pressure, only 222 patients were admitted to hospital. At the
same time the number on the waiting list increased by over zoo. [t
15, therefore, obvious that unless the present admission rate be at
least doubled there 15 no possibility of dealing with many patients
who hopefully come to seek some relief to their sufferings.

(c) Details of work carried out al Floreal Hospital during 1950. The

following details are given as a summary of the work that has been
done at this hospital and they may prove of interest: —

No of patients in Hospital on 315t December 1949 aet AR
o v Jl=t December 1950 o [ |

1L—ADMISSIONS DURING CALENDAE YEAR 1950
A Poliomeyelides i —

() Acule cascs i o
fb) Old cases ce GO
—_ 0
G, Orfhopaedic =—
{a) Tuberculosis of the skeletal syslem ... s
th) Injuries ... L 1]
() Oither u]‘*ll'll.rih.’h.'dix‘. conditions :— e
(1} Discases of bones and joints BT 1)
(2) Congenital deformitics b
13) Miscellancous T
—_—

'oTAL ... 222
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Il OPEFATIONS
Major  Minor Folal

Victoria Hospital 233 543 S0 .
Floreal Hu}'.pil.'ll H

In Paticnds 134 i i

Ot Paticnts i 20 Hi7 B37

Toran  HE | 548 2,257

—_ e

LI —TToTAlL No. oF PATIENTS WEARING INSTRUMENT=
UNDER SUPERVISION

Pulio cases 795
Orihopaedic cases 253
1.048 ;

s 1 !

IV — ATresniscis oF PATIENTS AT DocToR's CONSULTATIONS

Alendances ‘i S
Re-attendances ... s e 4442 '
5,203 1
A Adendances of Poliomvelilis cases s 108 *l
13, Attendance of Orthopacdic cascs — |
) Tuberculosis...... 200 1
(B Tinjuries 1,042 |
(el Micellancous ... . s R S j
=g |
ey i
Toral 0,203
Dhi=tribuotion of attendances at @ = |
Floreal Hospital 3,157 |
Victoria Hospital 1.0360 |
Civil Hospital... H12 |
(Jan=May 1950} |
District Clinics i =17 7O '
(Jan-3ay 1951 -
1, 205
Vo —=ATTENDARCES AT PHYSIOTHERAY DI?I';';H‘{HENI
Total No. of attendances 32,053 t
Vil—Walriye List Fok AuMIssion |
{u} Poliomyvelitis xiia iai 205
1h) Orthopaeic oy A48
53

12. Ophthalimc Work. The ophthalmological service is under a part-time
specialist who holds four weckly sessions at the two main hospitals, namely
Civil and Victoria. In addition, he is on call for all emergencies. During|
the vear he represented the Colony at the 16th International Congress of|
Oplithalmology and was absent from the gth of July to the 18th Suplcmber'
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The following figures indicate the work performed by him:

Total cases examined ... 253
'Eyve diseases proper... 2,072
General discases aifecling eves .. 144
Refractions ... - 1
Eve injuries... 163
Operations ... 350

18. Dental Work. The Dental Surgeon proceeded on overseas leave on
the roth May, 1950, and the Dental Clinic had to be closed down. Scarcity
of practising dentists in Mauritius made this unavoidable. The work had
therefore to come to a standstill pending the return of the Dental Surgeon to
the Coloay.

Dental treatment was confined to preschool children, school children,
expectant and nursing mothers, hospital cases and Police personnel.

{a) 1a the course of 138 sessions, treatment was given to 3,018 patients
and the attendances were as follows: —

Preschool children .. 435
Schoaol children 2.4
Expectant and nursing mothers ... o ar7
Hospital cases in-patients ... 273
Hospital cases oul-patients... 219
Police personnel 133

ToTAL s

() The nature of treatment was:—

Fillings in permanent teeth ... L, 7o
Permanent teeth extracted... 324
Dicciduous tecth extracted ... o 1,244
Treatment of parodontal disease .. 32l
Osteomyelitis of jaw ... 5
Fractures... .- 1
Other surgial operations ... b3

1g. Mental Hospital. The report on the work of this hospital is at
appendix 11

20. The statistics of morbidity and mortality in respect of hospitals and
dispensaries are in Table 1V, and the main canses of morbidity are
enmerated i Table V.
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TABLE 1V
staTistTics oF Morsioiry axp MortaLiry (for Calendar Year 1950)

Dispensarics

e =

’ Hlkbpll.l.lh
| Detailed | 7 | B .
e | i I I Male l*enmh, | .
e S I p.:r:::‘:] | Cases | Cases | Total patients patients | Total !
! bers | Male | Female | | Cases i 11 cases
. | - | cases |dibs.) cases \dths.
: —_ % T
1. Tuberculosis of res- | | ' .
piratory system . 001 =005 R 111) H 32 a3 i R S04
2. Tuberculosis of me- !
ninges and coentral | [ |
nervous system ... 01 I L, = ! 4| 2 f
3. Tuberculosis of in- ! .
testines, peritonéeumn i 5
and  mesenteric i | - 3
glands (I = ) 5 1 12
Tuberculosis ol | | - !
bones and joints ... 012-013 1 3 + i2 | i B 49
. Tuberculosis, all : | ' |
other forms el 14019 7| 14 213 Iy 2 0 2 26
. Congenital syphilis| 020 40 40 30 8 l 2 1| 3 12
. Early svphilis ... [ed 131 | 128 259 ,‘:'Hl — 151 39
Tabes dorsalis ... 024 — | - —_ — | = - — =
. General paralysis of i
insane el 02:} = — - e - —
Al other syphilis { (022023 | g4 | 422  w06; 109 2 100 4 20
. Gonoeoceal  infec- 1| I
imn E - el DEO-033 328 | 4 76 04| — 12, —| 1
I'vphoid fever 40 - - — | 156 llion 153 18 300
. Paratyphoid  fever
and  other Salmo-
mella infections ... 041042 - — = - — == ==
. Cholera ... 043 - - = —-— = - == ==
. Brocellosis  {undu- | i '
lant fever) ... 044 £ e e o L 2o
. Dysentery, all iunn-n 045=-048 Losul 1,412 333l 2oy o 74 1A 34
. Searlet fever 50 e — —_ S R S T S g2
. Streptococsal  sore ! _ |
throat 031 3 5 b — | = Y a= 2
. Erysipelas ... 32 a i Uy 5] — e 10
. Seplicaemia  and ! |
pyaemia ... 33 — —_ 4 3 3| =i ?
. Diphtheria ... (33 7 15 ] i 35 3 13
. Whooping congh ... D50 16 | 5 21 - | =] = e S,
. Meningococcal in- .
feclions * 057 - - — | =1 1 1 1]
. Plague 038 = -— —. - = = — st
25, Leprosy .. .| 060 2 ¥ 10 | i = 5
. Tetanus ... 061 3 | 4| 561 21 47| 19 103
. Anthrax ; 062 - — . s e b e i
. Acute 'Em]:mm elitis 050 2 3 4 4] — 3| = =
209, Acute  infections |
encephalitis v i N2 —_— - — A - s
. Late effects of acute |
poliomyelitis — and |
acute infections en- |
cephaliliz ... oo OB L, 083 - — - i7 | T 67
. Snallpox .. (5L e - - | - — Fed, = i
C Measles . 23 (5] 3 2 7 —_ | - = L =i
Corried over .. 2040 2,220 5210 1,156 117 ous | Bl 1,833
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Tavre IV—continued
Staristics oF Moreiniry axp Mogrrarity (for Calendar Year 1950)
' Dispensaries Hospitals
DLI.HIHI e | B B
EBuse Groups List . R i Male Fewnale
Num- | Lases | Cases | Total patients patients Total | Tolal
hers | Male | Female | Cases |~ | cases | dths.
| CASCE |c1thh cases (cdihs,
Banght forward 2900 2,220 3,210 ! 1,136 | 117 697 - B 1,833 204
| |
Wellow fever : 01 = — i (O Fo L= - 1 =
infections  hepatitis. 0092 30 | 4 73 23| 1| 0o 29 | 1
iabies o i 4 = - — S o i | —
Wyphus and t:nll'url i |
Fickettsial  discases 100-108 - - —_ = ] - e e
falaria G 10-117 | 6491 6,897 | 13,388 135 F-,l 4l 51 20| 10
Wehistosomiasis 123 200 09 300 L5 R R F S
Fiydatid diseases ... 125 —| = - == =1 =] = =
rF‘ lariasis 127 44 (i 118 68 | — 191 — El-?l ==
n:likv.l(:iklmm.mlhl . 1'5":;! | 3,778 0,681 12,459 1n3 — 151 - 34 | -
1er ciseases cue [ 124, 126 z | i
18 helminths 1128 130 0,713 7,307 14,020 | ] Ay 44 - KO | 1
[l 036-030,| |
|| 049, 054, |
039 | . ' -
Wl other diseases | | 063-074, | ' [
Classified as infec-4 | 080-090, 2 836 2,210 3.040 1igscliee i | i — 167 1
iive and parasitic | 003, 095, ' ' i
(196,
| 1200122, ]
L[ 131-138 ' J
alignant neoplasm | i
of buccal cavity and |
arynx L 140-148 12 i 23 e IR T |
Halignant neoplasm | :
[ oesophagus 150 — — L ) A | 5 1
Halignant necplasm j I : ;
stomach .. 4¥ 151 —_ — 7| sl )
alignant nulpla-ﬁ.u Al =1 { l : S ﬁ
Jntestine, except i
ectum 52,153 _ S - il 3 4 —
Halignant n-:,rrpl'mn i | ! -
of rectum ... ¢ 154 — —- 3 1t 1 2 4 3
Halignant neoplasn, ! | i 2
[ larvnx : 161 1 2 3 5| = 2 i i 1
alignant neoplasm ' | | .
o trachea, and of | : '
ranchns and lung : | I
ol specificd  as [ :
econdary ... voop 102, 163 - — - i 1 2 1
t'ﬂl;fmnt neoplasm : ' :
wast : 170 - a | 2 - Ll
alignant neopl: um { 2 ! : & g
of cervix uteri 171 | I o il e 91| o ]| i}
alignant neoplasim | '
r and unspe- | | i !
ified parts of uterus| 172-174 |  — 1| 1 RREE [ T R R
lignant neoplasm vl E
Mvostate’... .| 177| — = = I = 1§ e
ignant neoplasm - , -
Bakin ... . 190, 191 Sl = — e 51 1 10 | 1
= , el i
Carried over ... .. | 25199' 25552/ 50,751, 1,784 1135 1,230 12| 30231 247
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TavprLe IV—conlinued

ST.&TI.;;Tlcs ar Morpinity axn Mowrravrry (for Calendar Year 1950)

! I.Jh]rr:nw.ru.ﬁ | Haospitals
| Detailed Ev = B G T
; : Male Female ]
e S TN Il N[:::::- Cases | Cases | Tolal patients lml-cnn ! Total | T
| bers Male | Female | Cases [~ 7. ~| cases
I l cases 'dtl'ﬁ Cases (Ilh*_-.
Brough! poriard ... . | 25199 25,552] 50.751| 1.784 (135! 1,239 112] 3,023 i
A 56, Malignant neoplasin
ol bone and connee- !
tive tissuc ... i 180 19F | = || - - 1| = —_— - 1
& H == = |
A 57, Malignant  neo- || 123713
= ¥ § f
1‘!‘“5.“ ﬂf :IH lillll-]t'l |-.. IEFS‘. I.FS-.
:\l‘_l]d unspeciticd | 176,178
site J C181,192— :
| 195, 194, |
197 | i 2 5 | 14 3 33 = 52
A 58. Leukiemiaand aleu- ' | |
Eaeoix il 0 204 —- 1| 1 =] — — — =)
A 39, Lyvmphosarcoima | | :
and other neoplasm : : i
of lvmphatic and
haematopoietic sys- | 200-203, i
tem 205 3 2 5 7| — 3] —| 10
A 60, Benign  neoplasms [ [ i
and neoplasms of | _ | |
unspecified nature  210-239 31 30 (] 0 — 124| 4 163
A 61. Nantoxic goiler ... 250, 251 2 10 i 12 A G 1 6
A 02 Thyrotoxicosis with ; {
or without goiter ... 252 | 3| 4 1| — [ [0l 2
A 63, Diabetes mellitus | 260 : A 122 | 180 | 101 5 0% 8 194
A 64, Avitaminosis and | '
other  deficiency | , |
atates = 280-286 1 1,213 1,83 | 3067 | 188 b 257 5 445
A 65, Anaemias | i‘)ﬂ-?@: 4842 | 15,681 | 20,523 | 381 1F| 1.085| 35| 1.606
A 66, Allergic disorders: e
all other endoc- | ."}ﬂli.'?? |
ring, metabalic i I4T_THO | [
and blood diseases (| 03200 [ o0 1810 | 3710 256 5 23 | 2| asy
A OF. Pavchoses ... con AD0=3000 7 G | 13 125 | = #d = 2
A 68, Psvchaneuroses and { { 2
disorders of person- | J10-324, | |
ality 326 51 A RO SR — ol —| 137
A 69, Mental deficiency ... 323 12 7 | 0| — 0] - 50
A 0. Vascular  lesions | "
affecting  central [
nervous svstem ...l 330-334 40 20 | fil) I iod | 20 30 0 134
A 71, Nonmeningococcal [
meningitis ... ! 340 I — 1 | 24| 15 12l s 6
A 72. Multiple sclerosis ..., 345 | — — — | [ gt 5
A 73. Epilepsy ... it 353 | 141 147 | 288 1 (R 42 1 112
A 74 Inflanmatory d:-e.e1~ |
ses of eve ... -{370-379| 1378 | 1487 | 3065| 70| — o8 = 147
A 75. Cataract .. .. 3! 152 44| 396 77| — 06| —| 173
A 76, Glaucoma ... 387 | 25 1 +1 Al o B 12
A 77 Ofitis  media  and i
mastoiditis ... | 391=303 | 1,267 1,383 | 2,550 | i 20— 47 |
Carried over ... 36,535 | 48,321 | B4.856 i 3,603 210! 3513 182 | 7,146
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SratisTics OF MORBIDITY AxD Morrariry (for Calendar Year 1950)

[ronghi forsvard

AN other diseases

of
svstem and sense |

the

CITEEIS

i

Rhcumatic fever ...

List
Num-
hers

[ 341-344
350-332
354300

nervous< | 380-384,

380388
| 1390,394-
| JUH

J00-402

. Chronic rheamatic

heart  disease

. HO=416

1. Arterioaclerotic ana
degenerative heart

disease ...

. Other diseases of

heart

o 420422

. 4a0-434

Hypertension with

heart disease

ant  mention

Tweart

ool A0=443
. Hypertension witli-
of

L 44447

. Diseases of arteries| 430450

Other ciseases of
circulatory system 400468

¢ Acute upper res-

piratory infections 470-475

#. Influenza ... ve. ARD=4RA
b, Lobar  poneumonia 40
. Bronchopnewmonia 441
« Primarv atypical,

other and unspe-

cified pneumonia...| 492, 493
2. Acute bronchitis ... 500
i Bronchilis, chronic |

Ea

and unqualified ...

Carried pver

[ 0L, 502

. Hypertrophy  of |
tonsils ana  ade- |
noids S 510

. Empvema and abs-

- cess of lung | 518, 5321
. Pleurisy ... .r. 519
[ All other respira- | : Sii- :;{J

fory diseases | | 503 557 |

. Diseases of teeth | |

and  supporting .
structures .. I 330-535 |

“Wlcer of -l.mn:i.-::ll 5| 540
. Ulcer of duodenum! 341
. Appendicitis S50-353
. Intestina] obstruc- | 560, 561,

tion and hernia | 570

8

Detailed 1

I"nsptnuruﬁ ' .
‘e — r -
. Male
Cases  Cases Todal patients
Male l'u.nnlur: Cases o rtths.
| i |
36,33 si 48,321 | 84,856 3,603 | 210
3075 | 3,33 0,300 | 206 | 1
, .
21 20 | 41 13| —
| |
17 3 20 | gl 1
22| 70 92| 63| 13|
168 279 M7 | 148 | 34
|
30 53 43 5 —
170 | 339 320 | 3
111! 144 255 | 7
06| 426, 922 236| 1
7| 933 1580 48| —
14,900 | 15954 30,834 328| —
42 | 20 63| 156| 18
34 18 52 101 | 19
|
14 | 9 23| . 83
9N | 880 1,870 P14
- |
1918 | 1,240 3,158 b 18
435 737 | 1,192 10| —
23 8 3l Lo
70 33 103 66 3
574 | o4 1,178 0i 6
10,274 | 10,999 21,273 B —
42 7 49 43| 11
150 24 183 167 13
56 | 1000 156 153| 2
163 37 | 200 127 | 12|
71, m&' 84,615 | 155,721 | 6,493 376

e g

| | - —

Hospitals

l

Tl

Female
patients
cases (dihs,
‘. 3,513 1?12'

168 2

. 26 1
o=
! 3Rl 12
a8 Iﬁl

6| 2

- 38 1
| 23 4
i 6! 3
41| —

313| —
02| 6

8r| 12

321 3

118 —
2221 4

16 | =

50 2

| —

| 381 2

i
|

481 —

fy 1

15 |

‘ 201 2
33 ___f_i
5404 | 263 |

CiEes

7116

434

18

101
246
11

Ot
oy

59
B4l
218
188

115
232

SH8

117

49
182
354

160

el

Total
deaths

a2

b T

L
L)

Fard B

19

11,897

G639
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TagLe IV—(comlinued)
Sraristics oF Moreimiry axn Mowrraviry (for Caleuchr year 1040}

e A — e - i — e e ——————

il Dibl‘l{.llﬁ"ll‘lt:"- | Hospilals
| Detailed i S e T ¥ -I ey ¥ :
Y = List { i g enmnle i
Ealns Groups | I"CI:II‘I- Cascs | Cases | Total | palients pqi,h;nl,s Total  Tolg
bers | Male | FFemale | Cases | o | cases | <ol
| | cases l.'llh‘-l CASCS :llhf'-
Sl o B T e T . : i
Browght foricard ... F1,106 | 24615 135,721 ﬁ,w.l 370 | 5,404 | 263 | 11.897
A 103, Gastritis and duo- | E
denitis ... 343 Lhix() 1,168 2,128 M= 46| — H0
A 104, Gastro-cnteritis | ' .
and colitis, except
diarrhoea of the = ' |
Newbhorn .. .o 371,572] 3,005| 23767 5481 144 ‘ 28| 127| 47| < 2h
A 103, Cirrhosis of liver 581 4 4 23 15 2 23 | 2! 3R
A 106, Cholelithiasis and | ; | ; _ [
cholecystitis e 284, 385 132 103 235 v.of [ 2 i . HO
[ 336-530 . _—
i 1342, 344, ' |
A 107, Other diseases ut"{ i...,..__‘::;; 10,301 | 10054 20335 606 17 | 135 | g | 031
digestive svstem | o P ] (IR ¢
; 'JH.!.SE!EI.'
L 387 |
| el . |
A 108, Acuate nephrits ] 00 12 20 41 [ 2 13| 4] 149
A 109. Chronic, other and | ' -
unzpecihed neph- i i
ritis . .. | BO1=-504 | o8 | 1460 244 101 ] 21 109 14 210
A 110, [uic-rtmnf:.:ﬂkldneml ] 13| I8 3l | 1 c1 1 (R | 53
A 111, Caleuli of wrinary . | ; |
system ... ﬁﬂ" l‘!(H i 7 14 19 -—| (i 1| 25
A 112, Hyperplasia nl’ | | | - ; | [
prostate .., wes| 10 - o i 6] 2l — | =] 16
A 113, Diseases of breast| 620, 621 =l 211 211 | - - 7 | = 47
A 114, Other diseases of r Eﬁ; {f’g‘; R | | | |
genito-urinary { 611-617 | 1,360 | 4,199 | = 550 467 5 553 1 1,020/
el || 622-637 | | | |
E1 | |
A 115, Sepsis of preg- l
NANCY, -,hnhl!'.urlhs 640, E’;} — 13 13 N i il 1@ — : 18 |
EI.I'I(l th'ﬁ PuLIPE" H32. 639
rium ( T |
A 116. Toxaemias of " | .5 o "%
pregonancy, and - t{:;:: :;:;;} = 53 a3 —_ = 108 | 18 108
the poerperium L' | !
A 117. Haemorrhage of | |
pregnancy and <4 | E:H:q i 25 25 e | - i+ g 7ol
chrldhlrth Al i ,
A 118, Abortion  without , :
mention of sepsis | _ ' . . :
or toxacmia 630 | - 104 104 - | — | 367 1 367
A 119. Abortion  wilh . |
Sepsis i a4t ! 63l | -_ — — —_— = gy o B
A 120. Other complica- J’ | 645049 | |
tions of pregnan- | | 673-680, = | 4 i . s
cv, childbirth nnd.{ (%3 | 2,620 2,620 —| 50| 43 | 650
the puerperium Lﬁﬂ?—ﬁﬂ'} | | | | i

Carried vver xes 87,308 105,730 103,058 | 7,971 ' 455 | ?,1;}505 378 _151931
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TaBLE IV—(continued)

Sratistics ofF Morpioity axp Morrarity (for Calendar Year (1944)

Cause Groups

Last
Num-
bers

Detailed

Brought forward ...

b1, Infections of skin
and subcutaneouns
tissne .

12, Arthritis and spun-

d".lltl“ﬂ

E3. Muscular rhwm.i-
tism and rhemma-
tism, unspecified ...

4. Osteomyelitis and
periostifis ... .

U005

| 720-725

7306, 737

730

B3, Ankvlosis and EIL-
quired musculos-
keletal

ses of skin and |
muzsculoskeletal |

7. Spina  bifida

meningocele

[28. Congenital
formations of cir-
culatory system...

", All other conge- |
nital malforma- -
tions |

0. Birth injuries

I1. Postnatal
and atelectasis ...

deformities|

B6. All other disea- (| 750 740

system l, -

mal- |

e |
"

737

3—7 449

[ F31=F30
| 73874

anil

=1
h

il

E =

et Bl e B
e

bt
[
2T
5-;,.1
)
=
=

asphxia |

=]
=

132, Infections of the|

newborn

of newborn o
-4,

dizeases of carly -
infancy |
H-clefined discases
peculiar to early
infancy, and im-

k5.

ficed A
senihity

mention

psvchosis

| P
of

57, TH-detined
unknown  cau-
aes of inorbidity
and  mortality

1
]
\

Carried over

maturity unguali- |

wilhout .

wo| O3 =T
[ 3. Haemolytic disease
|

All other defined |

709, 7

|
aned [

| 7R0-793

' 795

‘

TR T
it s

—

el |

77l |

:
87.30% | 105,750 |

Dispensaries
| Cases | Cases Total
4 Male | Female | Cases

193,058

0,72 0700 j0.007
440 2000 1,080
4,003 5301 0404
37| i3 32
it 11 3
3,754 3719 7473
i
13 10 3
- S | —
130 113 | 243
|
- 1 1
' 4 10 14
19 25 44
42 144 156
A.000 553z 10622
| IU: ﬁ"" I---i 1-}-} 2321931
L i

Male
patients
7.971 | 455
1 (EH) 4
134 | =
135 =
By =
3] —
R{l}! 2
. y 5
i
17 +
T
|
1 Fed d
[ 1
1 1
|
17 13
46/ 37
16| 4
4251 26
|
l[l.?f-i :HU

I\ i

Huospitals

Female
patrents

—

cases dths.| cases itlih:a.

7.950

378
617 | 10
124
gyl —
ol =
3 =
120
1 1
13
2 1
lJ 1}
0l 5
I 1
11 ]
37| 35
23 3
440 20

-

0,512

“3

Total | Total
cases | deaths
12,92} H3d
1,707 14
254 —
234 =

125
20 —
|

440 | 3
4 3
Al )
il 'y
17 17
15 ]
2 2
28 13
83 72
] 7
B63 46

D

1unm\Lm1
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TasLe IV—confinued

Stamistics oF Morpiorry axp Morraviry (for Calendar Year 1950)

Dispensaries | Hospitals
Detailed = f=n S e
o L[:;:;th l l| Male | Female
AN I Mum- sases | Cases Folal -| patients | paticnts Total | T
bers | Male |Female| Cases | o | CisEsd)
! = ] figs " cases dihs.| cases |dths, gt 1
- I — i - = s 4 ..
Brought jorward ... 107,645 | 125,202 | 232 937 , 10,274 , 559 | *.'-‘.S-IL’I 472 | 19,786 . 1,
AE 138, Motor vehicle [ E 810- i3 HJ. 550 2| of asl 1l serd
accidents [l E 335 | 1 :
[| E 800- ! - |
AE 139, Other transport | | £ 802 392 | 33| 425 2640 121} 01 3| 33
accidents 1 E ﬂ;lﬂ" ' | |
ol [ |
E 866 | I
AE 140. Accidental § E 870- i i sl 35l gl Tl
S SRR g
AE 141, Accidental f:llla{ E 004 2433 U4l | 3,7 | 786 14 20 4] 1,006
| | i
AE 142, Accident u:msm:!i L ;
by machinery ...| E 912 0, i1 &8 | 2l — 1 — al
AE 143, Accident caused | : '
by fire and explo- | | I
sion of combus- -
tible material ... E 916 36 (K] 19 3 3 26 4 37
| |
AE 144, Accident u:;luﬁud[ |
by hot subs-|| | [
tance, corrosive- ' £ 917, e = 9 e [ g
liquid,  steam, l E 918 284 119 403| 125 73| 14 198
and radiation
AE 145, Accident caused
by firearm vl B G — - — ! 5l —| 1| — 1}

AE 146, Accidental drown- .
ing and submer- | | [
sion S - — - ) BNE, o Ao | e

f E 910,
E 911
E 913- .
AE 147, All other acci- L‘. {JL:‘ ,
e r 5 i ! | |

dental  causes | | 1 920- 12.763 2745| 15508 1.478 6 7 5| 1778

E 924
E 930~ t
l E 965 |
AE 148, Suicide and seli- E 970- '
inflicted injury E 979 - - — 21 4 13 1 36
AE 149, Homicide and
injury purposely
inflicted by other I
persons (not in{ E 950-
war) 1 E 985 516 171 BBT | 5294 2 194 1 723

AE 150, Injury resulling . :
fromn n}‘ll‘.'.r..'l.liml:s{ £ 990-
of war E 999 = - — = L I Ly 5

ToraL L v | 124571 129,354 | 254,055 | 13,833 bZS:m.-I-IS:SGﬁ-Iz.},g;{; 1
: = " (Sl i | )
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TaBLE IN—continued
Staristics oF Morsipity axp MorraviTy (for Calendar Year 1950)
| Dispensaries Hospitals
Detailed | I T W R (el T
Cause Groups Lt | sueas ST il p:.“fﬂfi_ !.lerl][l‘ Total | Total
, TR | Cases Cascs Iota alicnts atients : ]
bers | Male ! Female Cases B T ey eatis
| | ; Cases |dths.| Cases |dths. i
s T T _j . “,, L ..- -. £ -_.. R
\eonught forward .| 107,643 | 125,292 | 232057 | 10,274 359 9512 472 19,786 1,031
- l | N HO0- |
B Fraciureofskulli] & woy 3 = U P SN B O ) |
i3, Fractore of [| N 305 A |
spine and trunk || N 809 | 3l i 40 03 a3 2 - 3 82 H
40. Fracture of || N 810~/ g ; 5 74! & gl 1l e 0
e { Now | W8] 1| eozy @ 14 | o2
41. Dislocation { N 830- y _ . | ’
without fracture || N 830 : 47 12 39 3| — 11| - 43 s
42, Sprains  and -
strains of joints ' | |
and  adjacent | N 540-| e
muscles || N 848 | 262 10k 270 69| - 6! — i —
43. Head injury (ex _ll N #30- i
cluding fracture) || N 850 | B4 205 1,054 1 E: B HEe. o4 3| 378 | 3
#. Internal  injury | | |
of chest, abdo- [| N 860- E | . X
men, and pelvis || N 869 | 30 10 416 22 b 3 1 25 10
43. Laceration and | N 870- |
open wounds || N W8 1 00908 1,438 5,400 L3 1 165 1] 1,040 2
46. Superficial injury, 3
contusion  and t |
crushing within- (| N 910- | i e 230
tacl skin surface || N 929 Bl 1,543 BLab] 24— ) — | 1,395 —
l47. Effects of forcign | 1' !
body  entering || N 930- ! g | .
through orifice 1| M 936 | 300 9ty 500 25| — 6 — 31 -
[} L m“ 1 g = - 5 1 -
48, Burns i ;"E EL'} _ 317 134 451 146 14 92 19 235 i3
49, Effects of poi- || N 960- y I S o q
| “sons 1N ‘}EU i} . i 15 1] S 2 117 11
50, All other and [ | N 950- ! |
unspecificd | NS0 U el ’ == 2 s
effects of exter-1 | N 80~ s ..-+f=| ol L2 LA, & ie '
nal causes ] o 2t . i [
3 S 124,701 [ 129,354 | 254,055 | 13,833 | 625 10,443 500 | 24,276 1.131
i | | ,

RoTE :—Conditions classifiable under section XVII ° Accidents, Poisonings and Violence ™" have been
I twice : in sub-section ** AE " where these conditions are classificd according to External Cause and
k1= section ** AN " where they are classified according to Nalure of Injury.

¥'he above figures for hospitals do not include *° Delivery without complication ' (1,633 cases) which
[t bring the total number of cases treated in hospital to 25,904,
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TABLE V
Maix Cavses or MogrpipITy
it Sttt
and Dispensaries

Syphilis and its sequelae 200 1,143
Dvsentery, all forms ... o 4 3,351
Malaria ... 200 13,388
Ankylostomiasis ... 34 12,459
Oiher diseases due to helminths 5o 14,020
Avilaminosis and other deheiency states ... iz 443 3.067
Anagmias ... 1 .66k 20,523
Allergic disorders ; all other endocrine, metibolic ... 487 3,710

and blood diseases
Intlammatory discases of ¢ve ... 147 3,005
Discases of the circulatory system ... ) 2389
Influenza ... e | a0 854
Pucumonia o a2l 138
Bronchitis ... i 820 5,025
Dizcases of feeth and supporting structures ... 117 20,273
Gastro-enterits and colitis, except diarrhoca of ... 271 5481

the newborn
Other diseases of digestive svstem ... o 931 20,533
Diseases of the genito-urinary systeimn e 1,390 G, 100
Complications of pregnancy, childbirth and the ... 1,225 2,253

puperinm®
Infections of skin and subcutancous tlissue ... 1.707 10,697
Muscular rheumatism, unspecified ... 234 404
All other diseases of skin and musculo=skeletal 430 7473

system
Accidents, poisonings and violence ... 4.4490 21,118

(2) DISPENSARIES

21. Financial provision has been made for the building of a new
dispensary at Triolet, a village of 5,200 inhabitants in the district of Pample-
mousses and for the construction of a modern building at Petite Riviére in the
" district of Black River to replace the existing decrepit structure. There are
at present 32 stationary dispensaries in the Colony while the needs of
bo smaller and more remote villages and hamlets are met by a mobile dispen-
sary service. These units made 507 trips in 1950 and were attended by
46,653 patients. The total attendances al stationary dispensaries and at out
patient departments of hospitals numbered 303,540.

* Excluding 1,633 cases of ““Delivery withoul complication”’
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(3) TRAINING OF NURSING STAFF

22.—(a} Since 1048 the training of nursing staff has been raised to a
standard much higher than that accepted in pre-war days. The course of
training which was limited to two years including midwifery has been extended
to three yvears for the general nursing certificate with an additional year for
the midwifery certificate, and the nurses have been made aware that they will
be considered for promotion to the Ward Sister Grade only if they have
obtained the midwifery qualification. They are given facilities for following
the course in midwifery while employed and renumerated as nurses.

Examinations are held in April and October and are set on a syllabus
which is very similar to the British one. The object of obtaining reciprocity
with Great Britain is kept constantly in mind.

(b) The educational standards of students varies from the Sixth Standard
to the Seaior Cambridge Certificate. All candidates applying for enrolment
are interviewed by a Committee comprising the Deputy Dirctor and two
Matrons, and in the course of the interview, simple tests for suitability are
used. Lxperience has shown that candidates with a low educational standard
find difficulty in the theoretical part of the syllabus and very often in the
practical work as well.

(¢) The classrooms available in the training shools at Civil and Victoria
Hospitals are unsuitable and insufficieat for present numbers. Through lack
of a properly designed building it has not yet been possible to adopt the
“ Block ' system. The construction of the Nurses' Home approved for Civil
Hospital will bring relief and provide adequate faciities for study, recreation
and rest. The most pressing need is, however, for sister-tutors and it has not
yet been possible to recruit them, although provision for these posts exists in

the Estimates.

(d) There were o8 students under training on 31st December, 1950, of
whom 61 are due to take the final nursing examination in April 1951, The
number of dressers and nurses who passed their final examination in 1950
' was 20. .

(e) 4 nursing students are undergoing training in England as State
Registered Nurses.

PART V

Public Health

(r) VITAL STATISTICS

23. Table VI is a summary of vital statistics for the year 1950.
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TABLE VI

SumMARY OF VITAL Stamstics ror 1950

Arca of Mauritius : 720 square miles k.
Marles Femnales Tolal

Estimated population as on 30th Jumne 1950 ... 230,142 233,593 464,735
Density per square mile : 645
Marriages : 3,050
Marriage rale per 1,000 population : 13°1
Live-births ... . 11,820 11,284 23,110

Live birth per 100 population : 49°7

Still births : 1,410

Still birth rate per 100 live hirths : 6°1

Deaths 22 3,388 3 0635 A5

Crude death rate per 1,000 population : 139
Maternal deaths : 86

Maternal mortality rate per 1,000 total births
(live and still) : 3°5

Infant mortality (under 1 vear of age) 1,030 727 1,763
Infant moriality rate per 1,000 births : 70°3
Deaths from Pulmonary Tuberculosis 1040 1365 230
Dieath rate from Pulmoenary Tuberculosis

per 1,000 population : 0°508
Deaths from otherforms of Tuberculosis + 4 H
Death rate fromother forms of Tuberculosis

per 1,000 population : 00022
Deaths from infective and parasitic diseases ... 283 o0z 7S
Death rate from  infective and  parasitic

diseases per 1,000 population : 27098
Deaths feomn respiratory diseases 332 630 07s
Death rate {rom respiratory  diseases per

1,000 population = 27088
Dreaths from diseases of the digestive svstem ... 323 00 013

Death rate from diseases of the digestive
system per 1,000 population ; 1:9%04

Deaths from Malaria and Malarial Cachexia ... i} 312 368
Death rate from Malaria and Malarial
Cachexia per 1,000 population ; 07834

(1) Population
24.—(a) The estimated population of Mauritius as at 31st December,

1950, was 475,386, exclusive of the pioneers who are in military employment
OVErseas.

The natural increase, that is due to excess of births over deaths, in 1050
was 16,657. In the general population (including Chinese) this increase was
4.679 and in the Indian 171,078, while arrivals in the Colony exceeded
departures by 1,447 and 565 respectively. The density of population was 6 15
per square mile for the whole island, while in the municipal area of the capital
town, Port Louis, it was 32,000 per square mile,
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The population at 31st December, 1950, was sub-divided as follows: —
Na, of males

Popuilalion Males Feimales pes 1,000

fenales
General {excluding Chinesel ... wo 74,043 22,443 HO=
Chinese ... i B.4812 5.953 14749
Indian oo 153 BHY 130,244 1,024
WHOLE PorvLario: ... e 236,744 238,042 992

All the rates in this report are based on the estimated mid-year population
which was 464,735.

(&) There has been a remarkable increase in the population of Mauritius
over the last four years. In the ten-year period from 1931 0 1940, the rate
of natural increase computed on the mid-year population, was 3-8 per
thousand ; in the decennial period 1041-50 it was 15-5, and in the last 4 years
the rate of natural increase was 27-1 per thousand.

(i) Births

25.—(a) The number of live births during the year was 23,110, an
increase of 2,038 on the number for 1949 and of 6,996 on the yearly average
number of births for the ten years preceding 1950. The figure for 1950 is the
highest ever recorded.

Berths Merle barihs
Populaiion e ——
Males Fentales Tolal Births
Creneral -I:im.'.luc.lillg Chinese) ... 3.579 3,261 {1, %40 1,007
Indian ... e B.247 8,023 16,270 1,024
WaorLe PoruLarion we J1LB20 11,284 23,110 1,045

-

The following are the birth rates, the two figures in brackets relating to
1948 and 1049 : —
General population R | (353 8: 37°3)
Lndian population s OH B (47°3 ; 51°0)
Torar PorUuLATION 497 (431 ; 46°0)
(&) Still-births, which are not included as either births or deaths,
numbered 1,410 (758 males and 652 females) giving a rate of 6.1 per hundred
Elim births. During the year 1049 there were 1,304 still-births which gave a
rate of 6-7. =

(i) Deaths
26.—(a) Deaths registered in Mauritius numbered 0,453, corresponding
Hto a rate of 13-9 per 1,000 of the population, the lowest on record in the
fhistory of the island. The month of maximum mortality was April with 619
|ldeaths. In 1949 the highest figure was recorded in August with 718 deaths:
iin 1948 the maximum occurred in March: 1,563 deaths.

tscneral Popolalionn  Diedien Popacdation lofaf

e Ee . S e
| Males  Females 11':11': s Females Males  Fewales
| No. of deaths ... 1,112 1.0 2 276G 2.016 3,388 3,065
i Rates per 1,000 . 129 1475 139

The average ﬂLElth rates for the period 1941-50 were 22-1 for the general,
126 -3 for the Indian and 24-7 for the whole population.
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(b) Table VII gives a comparison of the causes of death for the past
five years with the rates per 1,000 of the population: —

TABLE VII
No, of Rales per 1,000
(arolf dealls p r—————— -
FLtET) 1950 fuga 104 1945 T840
. Infective and parasitic diseases... 075 21 Jon 02 347 L |
2, Cancer and other fumours 122 03 027 0:2 017 01
3. Rheamatism, diseases of nukritizn 103 02 028 03 0 20 03
+. Discases of the blood and  blood
forming organs g 278 s 105 10 1°33 20
3. Chronic poisoning and mhm-;,.mm: - — -— —
6. Diseases of the nervous system and
SENSC organs e in7 s (ru2 (] 0is 10
7. Discases of the circ ul‘l.lun system 410 o (85 06 048 06
8. Diiseases of the respiratory svstem Q78 21 187 30 206 27
0. Discases of the digestive svstem 013 20 L | 4 237 40
10, Diseases of the urinary and genital sys-
tem (non venercal or connecled with
pregnancy or the puerpeuium) 261 iy i 06 64 12
11. Diseases of pregnancy and thldbzlrl.h
and the puerperal state . Hi 02 - e —_ e
12. Diseases of the skin and cellular tissue. .. 34 (i 003 01 011 02
13. Diseases of the bones and orgms of
movement i i i = 0.01 — -_— —_
4. Congenital |1mlfﬂrm.l.l1un 10 -- - —- — -
15. Diseases peculiar to the frst vear of life 782 17 1°80 23 261 28
16. Senility, old age ... 202 04 0°50 06 0°S8 12
17. Death from violence 193 04 042 04 T 04
13, Il-defined causes of death a2 1°3 166 19 217 30

27.—(a) The percentage contributions to the total deaths made by the
more important groups are shown below in Table VIII: —

TABLE VIII

Percenlage of lolal deallis
Five years 196—-50

Crofnf Lol e b e
g %
a3 I juds 1947 Iido
1. Intective and }mr.m!n. digeases ... 151 21°7 385 272 308
4. Diseases of the blood and hI!!IfH.‘:IDI'I'I'III'IL
OTEans 5H o3 42 ' (il
. Discases of the ||i:r1.m.|,-. ~eulun .Illtl SENSE
argans ... i ; 50 31 35 30 32
7. Diseases of the L.I'I!'EHI.[[U-I"L H‘P‘itf. 1 | 94 51 Lo i =
16. Senility, old age 2 .} o o :' Ord '8
8. Diseases of the rr;'ap:mlun' sy ystem 15°1 11°2 125 10°2 90
9. Discases of the digestive system ... - 141 147 10°2 118 15°7
13" Diseases peculiar to the first vear of ||l-.- 1271 114 5 130 a3

(&) The decline in the percentage of mortality due to infective and
parasitic diseases which had been very apparent in 10949 continued during 1950,
the principal disease responsible for this fall being malaria.

Deaths from this group of diseases which numbered 4,052 In 1948, 1,603
in 1949, fell to g75 in 1950, a figure equivalent to 2-09 per 1,000 living.

(¢) Diseases of the respiratory system (which do not include tuberculosis)
accounted for 15.15 per cent of the total deaths as compared with 11-25 per
cent in 1949 and 12-53 per cent in 1048,

(d) The deaths due to diseases of the digestive system, which include
diarrhoea and enteritis fell from 1,085 in 1949 to 913 in 1950. The figure for
1045 was 2,283 and that for 1941 was 1,288. The rate per 1,000 living was
1-g6 as compared with an average of 3-4 in the preceding five years,
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(e) The downward trend in the number of deaths due to diseases peculiar
to the first year of life was accentuated in 1950. The figure for that year
was 782 as compared with 842 for 1949 and 1,009 for 19048. The rate per 1000
living in 1950 was 1-7 as compared with 1-9 for 1049 and 2-8 for the period

1044 to 1948.

(f) The graph at figure I illustrates the fall in the principal death-dealing
diseases in Mauritins for the ten-year period 1041-50.

(g) Table IX shows the number of deaths from the principal caunses for
the ten-year period 1041-50.

(i) The graph at figure 1I is published to indicate the trend of crude
hirth and death rates in Mauritins from 1921 onwards.

28.—(a) Diseases of pregnancy, childbirth and the puerperal state.
86 deaths were registered in this group, classified as under: —

Other diseases and accidents of pregnancy w13
Puerperal toxaemias e aa T
Other accidents of childbirth )

TorAlL vee B0

(b) The maternal mortality-rate. The number of deaths ascribed to the
puerperal state per Tooo births (including still-births) was 3-51. The rates for
the previous five years were as follows: —

1945 cee 14707
1946 ... e 1039
1947 P LTy
1048 ... S i
1949 .. .. 38O

(iv). [Infant and Child Mortality

20.—(a) A very satisfactory reduction in deaths from diseases of infancy
is to be recorded.

The infantile mortality rate (that is, the number of deaths of infants under
one year of age, occurring in any year for every thousand live births
registered the same year) was 70-3 per 1000 as compared with 91-0 in 1049
and an average of 146-7 per 1000 over the 1o-year period 1040 to 1949. The
decrease to a two-figure number which was apparent in 1949 showed further
improvement in 1950.

(b) The deaths under five years of age were distributed as follows: —

Age Males  Females Total
Under 3 months eee  DREB 483 1.171
3 months and under 6 months ... R T 105 262
(& o I year e 191 130 330
1 vear ’y 2 years Ea 144 303
2 vears 4 i 102 113 215
SEE o 4 43 43 K
4 i " 3 17 21 3

ToTAL ) 1,048 2,407
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{c)} The principal causes of death in children under five years of age were
in the following categorics (International list of canses of death, 1638
Revision) : —

One yvear

Ceroe T'mi'{:r_ anel wider
ONE JEAT G voars
1. Infective and parasitic diseases we 214 131
3. Rhenmatism, discases of nutrition efe. 7 14
4, Diseases of the blood and blood-forming organs ... ) 2z
. Diseases of the nervous system and sense organs . ... 49 25
#. Diseascs of the respiralory syStem casl o aal 115
9. Diseases of the digestive system e 1S 220
15. Diseases peculiar to the first vear of life L. FT8 —_—
17. Deaths from violence ... i 28
1%, M-defined causes of death i 85 76

The total number of deaths of children under one year of age was 1,763
and of those of one year and under five years 644.

As the infant mortality rate is probably the best index to the social
circumstances and the health conditions in an area, a graph indicating the
trend of infant mortality rates in Mauritius from 1921 onwards is given at
figure I11.

V. Marriages

30. The number of marriages celebrated during the year was 3,050.
The marriage rate which is expressed as the number of persons married per
thousand of the population was 13-1 as compared with 16-3 for 1949 and 14-7
for 1948.

31. Table X shows births, still births, death rates, marriage rates and
natural increase of the population and is intended to supply comparative data
for the last fen years.

TABLE X

CoMpARATIVE BirTH, STiLL-Birrd, DEatH axp Magrriace Rates 1941-50

Rerths Still-Biilis Death Rales
e e e P e . Marriage Naluval
Rale Yoo  No.of Rale®h  Infami Tolal  rate™  increase
Year Lo o - siill- lotal  mortalily death pofuida- of popit- L
Births Tation barihs  birihs citle rale o lation
1941 ... 13,430 330 1,100 42 13458 250 23°3 2 004
1942 ... 13,553 332 1,305 0, fy 1634 2002 17°4 1,626
1943 ... 13,604 3132 0 73 14170 259 15°0 2 062
1044 ... 18,258 435 1,319 72 1410 2711 13°0 .903
1945 ... 16,290 385 1,484 0l 1380 6l 120 1.013
1946 ... 16,427 LT T 2 4 1452 295 18°1 3,809
1947 ... 189206 458 1,277 67 1139 2001 175 10.246
1948 ... 19,039 431 1,310 £, 5 1862 238 147 8,321
1049 ... 20,472 1670 1,364 67 N 16°6 16°3 13,088

{050 .. 23,110 407 1410 fl i 1379 131 16,657
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L (z) PueLic HEALTH

(i) COMMUNICABLE AND INFECTIOUS DISEASES

32. Malaria and aniimalarial measures. An account of the antimalarial
imeasures carried out in recent years and the results then achieved were given
lin the Annual Report on the Medical and Health Department for 1948. In
ithis report the opportunity was taken to review the position prior to the
lintroduction of systematic destruction of adult anophelines by means of
iinsecticides, a method instituted on a major scale in Mauritius in 1949.
Comparative spleen and parasite surveys in 1943 and 1948 show a remarkable
ireduction in both cases. The deaths ascribed to malaria per 1ooo living for
ithe 5-year period 1944-48 were as follows: —

Deaths ascribed  Rale per 1000

Year fo malaria Liveng,
1944 ... e 2,917 695
1945 5 idu 3yoe 834
1946 s 2,018 58
oy’ L TR N 412
19438 s -« 1,380 357

Admissions to hospital on account of malaria dropped from 3,500 in 1944
ito some 1,600 in 1948.

The value of antilarval measures, systematically applied, had thus been
iclearly established, but the addition of anti-adult mosquito measures by the
sspraying of the internal surfaces of all houses and domestic animal harbourages
'with D.D.T. has markedly influenced the rate of reduction of malaria, the
inumber of deaths ascribed to this disease having fallen to 936 representing
:2-11 deaths per 1000 living in 1949 and to 388 representing 0-83 deaths
|per 1000 living in 1950. The change in position among the causes of mortality
tof this disease during the past few years has been dramatic. From occupying
ithe first place figures up to 1945, malaria is now among the minor causes.

_ 33. The incidence of malaria can be measured by means of regular splecn
vand parasite surveys. The following figures indicate a considerable fall in
Iboth spleen and parasite rates in the survey which took place during r950: —

No.ol i . e
; childis h_ﬁ.:‘u‘% rafe f‘fllﬂi{h rate
I evamined ' L
1944 survey 3,585 48 U5
1949  do ... 12,105 153 24
1950 do ... 14,4640 28 037

The low rate of transmission is further confirmed by the results of a
fsurvey of infants born since 1944. This survey has only been carried out in
I the coastal districts where the rates would be expected to be at their highest.
lIn all, some 10,000 children have been examined varying in age from three
fmonths to two years, and 21 cases only have been found to carry the parasite
jof malaria in their blood. This represents a parasite rate of 0-22 per cent as
fcompared with 1o per cent in children of the same age group in 1948,




ANNUAL REPORT ON THE

40

(4

spujog

e

FEFITERERS

b 8 ol 0 < €l L 0L i 33 He
== 1 = I i e > E T I I
= 7T = = [ 1 I
= = nas — = I c ! E I =
1 - i | A L3 i = ¥ o
I I — A — - : 1
= = e e -_ — - - | g
I t i F £ = = Y I ¥ <
= — I == I i I ¥ i 5
= I = = 3 —_ L Z ‘
— — = I — = I — Z 3 !
£ 1 £ I c I g 8 0l ol W
AMUEDON ) aqueaas sy Apup anny AvJE L oappy Naphagag  Saenief

0SHT DX SHLNOJ aONY SLORMLSIC

IX

HI14dV.L

Al SXOISSINGY VINVIV]Y

R T

se i
srs b

ans ‘ap

SWALLAY Sau|g

vNO
e ] =t :—-:.._...p.ﬁm
Tt HOg puein

bawg

rau rea .-._.—...-.rm
-] NP 213141

- sassnowadueg

SINOTT MO
JALLpSICT

o sUnsIg
UTSSES NEagy

c oOURS
[ersnpu

- L —ﬂﬂu.—.ﬁ

s T B0

L& i )
OR[N
2 damoganepy

boej g

10 P Aapnog

R UNOR] Suog

:. :. 1Ay
pepidsopy



MEDICAL AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT 41

34. Malaria notifications from dispensaries and hospitals in the districts
showed a record low figure in 1947 when the rate of notification of the disease
was 100-1 per 1000 of the population. This figure rose slightly in 1948 o 105
but the rate for 1950 was 12-g per 1000, being a reduction of 87 per cent on the
1048 figure. Among these cases notified as being malaria by the dispensaries
and hospitals during 1950, some 2,293 or 38 per cent have had blood slides
taken before treatment. Of these slides, 71 or 3-1 per cent were found to be
positive.  This suggests that many notified cases were not in fact malaria but
represent some other type of pyrexia.

Table XI indicates the number of cases of Malaria admitted to hospitals
by districts and months during the year under review.

35. During the year 1950, 48,000 houses comprising some 220,607 rooms
and out-houses were sprayed with a 5 per cent solution or suspension of D.D.T.
This figure includes the special treatment of the two districts, Riviére du
Rempart and Pamplemousses in January and March, following the abandon-
ment of B.H.C. as a residual insecticide on economic grounds. The surface
deposit applied was regularly checked and found to be standardized at a
satisfactory level of about 150 milligrammes of D.D.T. per square foot.

Table X1I summarises the results obtained from the routine ﬂilting of
houses in 1949 and 1950.

TABLE XII
B, Unspraved Cenlial
A, Spraved Coastal Zoue Platean 1949-510
et e - — o i
Atler Apler Caspraved Unsprayed
Before Spraying Shraying Cendral Cenlral
Spraving (FLLE ] (130 Plalean e
(19449) (1050)
Baiaes - .- 1, 380 13,0087 27.345 7,305 7022
A, Gambiac 043 1300 163 3 =
A. Funestus 1 2,640 Lt a0 i 5
Acd, Aegvplid 1,572 1 — 11 15
Other Culicines ... we  AL3, 34D 154,512 167, 250 LIF, 350 03,632
Mosguitees per house ... 203 103 i1 15.5 118

A detailed account of the entomological findings is given in the Entomo-
logist’s report in Appendix I11.

36. The programme of antimalarial works and maintenance continued to
be followed in the districts of Plaines Wilhems, Moka, Pamplemousses and
Port Louis.

The works carried out are described below ; —

Plaines Wilhems. As pointed out in the report for 1949, works in the
South of the district are nearing completion. The drainage of marshes
at Forest Side is in progress, while the marshy lands at Camp Caval
and Route du Jardin, Curepipe, have been successfully drained in
1950. Tatamaka River has been partly canalised in its upper part.
In the North of the district, the Bosquet ** Grand Collector 7 has
been completed in its entire length of 8,000 feet,
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Moka. Work in the Réduit Canal has continued as from Helvetia, and
at the end of 1950, only goo feet remained to be done. The beds of
some of the drains at Le Réduit grounds were paved during the
year ; and side drains to Bonham Canal, Rivulet Canet and Feeder
Angoon have been opened, while canalisation of Chaillet River has
been completed. At ** La Dagotiére,”” drainage of marshy ground
has been started.

Pamplemousses. During the year, considerable attention has been paid
to a number of small marshes in Pamplemousses Village.  Small
drains and French drains have been constructed, thus decreasing
very appreciably the number of breeding places in that locality.

Canalisation of River Citron has continued and a further length of 4,000
fect has been dealt with. At Calebasses, filling of a marsh has reclaimed
about 2 acres of land.

Port Lowss. The bed of River Lataniers, which was the outstanding
malaria nuisance in the capital town, has been concreted and the
Match Factory Drain at Cassis has been treated in a similar manner.

Pointe aux Sables marsh has been filled and will be under observation
during the 1951 rainy season, after which a decision will be taken as to
whether a central drain is required. It is probable that some more filling will
be necessary after settlement of the surface.

The works completed so far suffered no appreciable damage from the
heavy rainfall of the summer season.

37. Anvpheles Funestus which would appear to have been the chief carrier
of malaria in Mauritius has been reduced practically to the point of elimination
by means of residual spraying of its resting places.

Anopheles Gambiae on the other hand has shown itself resistant to
eradication by this means, and, although not found in houses, is still breeding
profusely on the coast. It is now clear that eradication of this species by
residual insecticides will not materialize.  Accordingly, a larviciding pilot
scheme, aiming at species eradication of A. Gambiae, was introduced in the
district of Flacq in October. The results have so far been satisfactory and it *
is intended to extend this scheme so that it can embrace the whole island
during 1951.

Until the reaction of A. Gambiae to the larviciding scheme has been
observed over a period of two years, it will be difficult to give an indication
as to the possibility of final eradication of this species. Although it has not
been eradicated previously from its natural haunts in Africa, it should be
borne in mind that unlike the mainland, there is no likelihood of vector
infiltration in Mauritius and elimination once achieved can be maintained.

In this connection, it should be remembered that it was also considered
unlikely that A. funestus would be eradicated completely from an area and
yet it appears that this end has been practically attained in Mauritius. [t is
therefore to be hoped that A. gambiae will follow suit, although in its case
the proposition is quite different.



o

opa

oAl

w05

.h-\-
\@ Q_
!






MEDICAL AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT

45

38. Table X111 summaries the malaria morbidity and mortality figures for
ithe 10-year period 1941-50 ; while Table XIV shows the number of deaths
jand the death rates from this disease by districts in respect of the 5-year period

11946-50.
TABLE XIII
MarLaria
L e s DEU e
{8 beated U morta. SO a0 deaths . Sl
o _I':; tal fosgital ';? :m!—ftui'n:*u.f. i fhe ;ﬂﬁgﬁﬂ? E—:::!:ﬂ' :‘1' fo
r!'c_ﬁ:l”!ﬂ_lpul'n Coloy i . fotal
of hosprials dealls
Fd 4,458 00 201 34,346 2,525 020 10,436 24°20
Fa42 5,014 110 219 33,064 3,054 749 11,927 2561
1043 3,215 | 252 EERIEE] 2.407 IR7 10,642 2162
RS 3,512 10+ 20 A0 107 10y 13 11,355 2564
143 3. 148 457 47 667 3,534 L icH SR |15 7 2313
R 2;522 106 420 30,990 2,018 it 12,538 23
l-iil'-‘l? 1.980 76 382 41,228 1,782 412 £, 680 20053
I8 o 1570 i 4719 a7, 389 1,580 358 10,518 1502
e R4 43 235 34,007 36 211 7,384 12:68
(150 200 10 478 13,383 KRR %3 6,433 601
TABLE XIV
DeaTHs Froy Mavaria gy Districrs 1946-50
Toful number of deaths Rate per 1,000 poprlation
e e e p e e == ="
District 1946 1947 1948 1940 1950 1046 1947 1948 1949 1950
Louis 1] 47 i) fill 28 1'IR 068 097 OB D37
: mplemousses 474 230 187 1@ 51 1399 6'81 532 304 1'36
biviere du Rempart ... 230 1£us 179 07 6l 682 450 485 253 1'33
. 704 491 481 270 119 1376 946 914 504 213
E‘Aud Port 00 273 19 120 3 11'04 582 416 246 1'01
wane .. 257 14 112 71 45 782 340 329 205 123
aines Wilhems 337 273 153 9 15 267 210 1'15 051 011
ok 106 3 52 20 1 453 262 2711 103 003
faéic River e 212 119 WHE 14 17 1756 976 1216 928 1'M
]WHm.H CoLoxy 2018 1,782 1,580 936 388 O'8% 412 358 271 O°R3
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The graph at figure IV demonstrates the reduction in hospital admissions
due {o malaria since 1941.

39. The Malaria Advisory Board, of which the Director of Medical
Services 1s the Chairman, met on seven occasions.

40. Enteric Fever. The cases of this disease notified in the year 1950
numbered 319, equivalent to an incidence rate of 0-686 per 1000 of the
population as compared with 316 cases in 1940,

The number of deaths amongst these 319 cases was 5I giving a case
mortality of 15.08 per cent as compared with 53 and 16-77 per cent the
previous year.

2 cases occurred in Institutions.  One at the Mental Hospital and one at
the ** Bonne Terre Immaculée Convent.”

The incidence of this disease per 1000 of the population and the case
mortality for the past five years were: —

."'.I-l..'- “:‘r s .Hrl’ﬁ' .f\']" I ,f”.‘ﬂ' Larse

S molifed oot par et
1543 315 0743 28°57
1940 L027F 1478 1780
TR s e 403 (-936 21748
1048 irl irE3Y 23718
(] il 7l 16077

The use of chloramphenicol in the treatment of enteric fever is giving
encouraging results in the colony. Unfortunately, many hospital cases were
first seen by a Medical Officer a long time after the onset of the disease and, in
an appreciable proportion of such cases, there was no response to the drug.

41. Diphtheria. The cases of this disease notified in the year numbered
g6, equivalent to an incidence rate of 0-206 per 1,000 of the population.

The number of deaths among the g6 cases was g giving a case mortality
of g-37 per cent.

The following figures indicate the number of cases of diphtheria notified,
the incidence rate and the case mortality for the past five years: —

No. of cases  Incidence rale per  Case morialify

Year nolified 1,000 popalation fer 104
1945 34 (0180 588
194 Wi Sy 0132 203
1947 83 0" 104 ®23
1948 163 0 364 1779
1944 154 0346 14°28

42. Filariasis. 87 cases were treated in hospitals and 118 in dispensaries.

43- Plague. No cases of plague have been reported for a considerable
number of years. There were none in 1950.
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44. Small Pox. No case occured,

Vaccinations perionned were 13,787,

Successiul vaccinations on hrst attendance. .. 12,922
0" second and subscquent attendances ... 350

: 13,472
Unsuccessiul vaccinations ... 200
Not observed ... 115

TorralL s 13,787

59:66 per cent of the children born were vaceinated by public vaccinators;
and the above figures do not include infants vaccinated by private medical
practitioners.

45. Erysipelas. There were 11 cases with 6 deaths.

46. Tuberculosis. Tuberculosis, which had ceased to be a notifiable
disease from December 1932 to August 1949, has now been included in the
list of notifiable diseases. On the other hand, compulsory medical certification
of death which was instituted in 1048 in the towns of Port Louis, Curepipe,
Quatre Bornes and Beau Bassin—Rose Hill was made applicable in 1949 to
the entire districts of Port Louis, Moka and Plaines Wilhems, the population
of which amounts to 51 per cent of the total population of the Colony. These
two measures have provided a certain amount of precise information in regard
to tuberculosis.

From 1st September, 1940 to 31st December, 1050, 1,321 cases of
pulmonary tuberculosis were notified. In 1949, 301 deaths were attributed
to this disease: 290 of the respiratory system, 3 of the meninges and central
nervous system, 7 of the intestines and peritoneum and one of the vertebral
column. -

In 1950, there were 244 deaths: respiratory system 236, meninges and
central nervous system 6, and intestines and peritoneum 2.

The following indicates the deaths per 100,000 of the population from
tuberenlosis of the respiratory sytem for the 10 year period 1041-50:—

Death .
: Yiars per ;jﬂﬂ}fﬂ
population
1941 S0C83
1942 47 106
195 R BT
1044 5] 44
1945 5524
1 4y 4544
1447 A" 39
1044 o0 20
19410 an 0524

1950 S0°7H
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Although it hgs not yet been possible to carry out a comprehensive survey
of this disease and fo institute a tuberculosis scheme through shortage of
professional staff, a start has been made in that direction in that a Register of
all cases notified and individual record cards are kept by the Health
Department.

A medical officer has been selected for training in the subject of tuber-
culosis and will proceed to Cardiff towards September 1951.

It is now possible to obtain freeze dried vaccine from the Pasteur Institute
of Paris and arrangements are being made for tuberculin testing and B.C.G.
vaccination of selected groups in the community. It is hoped that a start will
be made in June 19571.

47. Leprosy. The Medical Officer in charge of the Leper Hospital reports
as follows: —

Males Females

) No. of patients on s January 1950 aiay - 332 14
No. of patients admitted during the vear 2 2
Patients returned from leave 2 0

36 1ty
Patients dischargod i 2 1
Patient died ... 1 —
Remaining on 31st December 1950 e 15

(&) Admissions. Three patients (2 males, T female) were admitted from
Rodrigues.  They were all three of the lepromatous type, two being of
moderate severity, and the third of mild severity.

The fourth patient was a case of pustular psoriasis sent from a Government
Poor House on a mistaken diagnosis. She was kept for a few months and
finally returned to the Poor House from which she came, her condition having
entirely cleared up.

Ihe two patients (neural cases) who returned from leave were old burnt-
ont cases.

(¢) Discharges. Two former lepromatous patients (male) were dis-
charged, one being employed as servant in the Hospital. The other is
continuing attendance as out-patient, and receives weekly injections of soluble
sulphetrone,

(d) Death. One old patient who had been ailing from high bload pressure
for some considerable time collapsed suddenly and died from cerebral
haemorrhage.

o i
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(e} Treatment. All lepromatous cases (23) are now under sulphetrone
therapy, 19 receiving sulphetrone by mouth or by injection and 4 receiving
avlosulfone by mouth. The four patients receiving avlosulfone were intolerant
of Sulphetrone, but stand avlosulfone with impunity. The improvement
noted during the year, specially on the female side is reflected in the following
figures giving the classification of cases according to type and severity of the
|disease. The figures in brackets are those for last year (1949).

Male palients :—

i Neural cascs e I
- Mild tvpe ... we 203} one died
Moderate severity e B ()
Advanced we 12 (10) 2 patients returned from leave
Lepromatous cases o 10 cases (15) 3 adinissions, 2 discharges
Mild waa o3nE)
Moderale ... N )
Advanced e o ()
Curcd but blind ... e =l
Apparently cured eee 3 (W
Female patients :—
Neural cases S
Mild vy ED
Moderate ... 1 (1)
Advanced Sy e bl
Lepromatous cases w10 (9) 1 admission
Mild we 3000
Moderate ... ven 30(1)
Advanced S e |
. Apparently cured e 4 (0)
The country of origin of the patients under treatment is as follows: —
| Manritins Rodrigues Cal-fslands Lredian Cleinna Tolal
Male 16 12 2 2 1 33
Female ... 3 11 1 == — 15

48. Venereal Diseases. 260 cases of admission for syphilis and 11 deaths
were recorded from the hospitals during the year. 106 cases of gonococcal
dinfection .were treated. At ‘the dispensaries, 1,145 cases of syphilis and
1376 cases of gonococcal infection were treated during the year under review.

49. Ankylostomiasis. 314 cases were treated in hospitals and 12,459 1n
Rthe dispensaries. The total number of deaths ascribed to this discase was 5.
50. Schistosomiasis. During the year, g5 cases were treated in hospitals
fand 390 at the dispensaries.

~ 5I. Figue V shows the proportion in percentages of diseases treated in
phospital, by Sections of the International Classification of Diseases, 1048, to
Otal cases treated, whilst Figure VI shows the proportion in percentages of
ertain infective and parasitic diseases treated in hospital to total cases of
fective and parasitic diseases treated. Table XV indicates the number of
of the main notifiable discases by districts for the year 1950, and
le XVI the monthly notifications of the same diseases,
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TABLE XV !
NoririapLe CoNTAGIOUS AXND [xrFecTiovs DISEASES
CALENDAR YEAR 1950
g Pugr- dcide wog o lereldo-
jiﬁ 'Fm:"i peral Diphilheria  Ervsipelas Folio- rf;?;:;i Sprnal

s Fever mvelilis ® Meningilis|
IPort Louis ... we M - 14 I 1 151 —
Pamplemousses ... 57 —_ 3 1 2 87 —
KRiviere du Rempart 34 — 5 1 & 51 —
Flacq s - o 3 B 1 - i} —
Grand Port g SN == 4 4 I 1] -
sSavanc ey 12 — 1 1 2 62 ==
Plaines Wilhems ... 43 —- a2 2 2 223 1
Black River Er | 1 4 - - 2 e
Moka T i { — 3 -— - a2 —
ToraLs ... 319 4 LT 11 10 802 I

TABLE XVI

MoxTHLY NoTiFicarions oF Maiy Ixrecriovs Diseases prrixG 1950

, I Cerchro-
Tvphoid Puerperal Duphiheria Erysipelas ﬂ:;i:fk‘c.fi?is :{:ﬁi'ﬂ spinal
T, : Feper Fever . y Y - mreningiles
Months - . No. No. - : -
N No. of Cased | cf Casas No. No. No.
of Cases  of Cases % S *  of Cases  of cases  of Cases
January 24 — 7 2 1 72 —_
February 21 == 7 1 1 2 -
March 31 2 1z 2 1 il 1
April ... 25 — 13 4 2 03 -
May ... 30 | fh — 1 79 -
June ... 29 —- 2 — i 34 —
July ... S 23 1 17 - 2 57 —
August 22 - 5 = —_ 39 -
September ... 0 — 10 — — s —
October 33 — 3 - 1 30 —_
November ... Z2 - 3 1 ot i3 S
December ... 20 == 4y 1 = G2 —
ToTaLs ... 314 4 UMy 11 10k ®02 1

-

2. NurriTiION AND NUTRITIONAL DISEASES !
52. The report of the Assistant Nutrition Officer is published ag
Appendix 1V, -
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The following is a summary of the work done: —

(a) Village Health Workers. The Village Health Workers attached to
the Social Welfare Centres are proving most helpful in the rural
areas. During the year, 5,211 families were visited by them and the
advice they are providing on nutrition and mothercraft in the homes
of the people is of vital importance. In addition, they helped in
the various activities of the Social Welfare Centres ; and two of them
are even assisting Medical Officers of the Department on their
consulting days.

(b) Camp Diable Day-Nursery. The first day-nursery to be established
in Mauritius was set up in Camp Diable under the aegis of the Village
Council.  This day-nursery, perforce small, is still on an
experimental basis, but it has been working most satisfactorily.

(¢) School Meals. The Milk Distribution Scheme started in April and
full cream milk is supplied to all Primary schools of the island.

(d) Survey Work. A questionnaire survey was carried out In some
schools in different areas which were selected as representing different
living conditions. A survey of food deficiency signs among the
children attending those schools was made and evidence of food
deficiency was generally recorded, particularly in the schools  of
Black River district and of Poudre d'Or village.

(e) Work at Institudions. Advice and help were given to those respon-
sible for the management of orphanages and poor-houses. The diet
at the Beau Bassin Prisons was kept under regular supervision and
food yeast was incorporated in the pulses issued to the prisoners.

(f) Experimental Work. Experiments have been carried out in a
residential institution for orphans with a wview to ascertaining the
efficacy of ** Cliftol ** on malnourished children.

(g) Talks. These were given to mothers and girls at two Social Welfare
Centres and also to schoolchildren.

53. The following nutritional diseases were recorded during the year:—

Cases lrealed In hospitals At dispensaries
Beriberi Tt 1 1
Pellagra ... i 6
Scuryv 1 4
Active rickels ... 2 7
Other avitaminoscs R T J.010

445 3.067

3. Foop anp DRUGS IN RELATION To HEALTH AND DISEASE
54.—(a) Food supplies. On the whole, the foodstufts offered to the
public are wholesome and of good quality. Climatic conditions having been
favourable throughout the year, locally produced food supplies were in
general satisfactory. Food inspection was maintained and although the
difficulties of control are great, especially in rural areas, the activities of the
food inspectorate during the period under review are very commendable. There

' was an cxpansion of activity on the control of imported canned foodstuffs, as

the supply is now more plentiful.
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Unfortunately, adulteration of milk is still too common in spite of impri-
sonment and heavy fines, and it seems that it will require a long time before
legislation, propaganda and competition can achieve the success which is
expected of them.

In 1950 there were qoo successful prosecutions ; fines imposed amounted
to Rs. 13,919 and imprisonment reached the total of 25 months, 21 weeks and
30 days as shown in Table XVII: —

TABLE XVIil

PrROSECUTIONS FOR ADULTERATION OF MiLk

Proseculions under
{he Pubiic Health

Senfence Mrdinance, 1925
Nummmber e —_——
af famprisounicnl Numberof
District or Seclion  proseculions e————— —e————— Fines  prosecu- Fines
montis  weeks  davs Kz, lrons Rs.
Port Louis District - 63 I = - - 3,193 115 1,321
Pamplemousses District 22 — — — 330 32 i
Riviere du Rempart 39 — — == 1,235 4 05
Flacg North Section 02 o= : = | 41 360
Flicy South o = - = ~— 11 +7
Mahebourg 26 — 338 152  1,009.50
Rose Belle i1 3 = i5 LRIy 24 a0
Savane District 35 — f 15 1410 101 328
Curepipe Section 54 = Y -— 2605 33 460
Vicoas i 3l - - — 1,255 42 010
Rose Hill 2 4 (i - 100N (i3] 1.632
Black River District ... 15 — - 275 23 159
Moka o ] — — - iy7 10 110
ToTALS 400 25 21 A0 13.919 744 8,211.50

— e e et e mmm D R

(&) Slaughter houses and Markets. There are six public and one private
slaughter-houses in Mauritius. The opening of one modern abattoir at Pascal
in the district of Flacq on the 18th September 1950 resulted in the closing of
two private abattoirs, one at Centre de Flacq and one at St. Julien, and of one
public abattoir at Pamplemousses, which had had their day. The public
abattoirs administered by the Municipality of Port Louis, the Township
Boards of Beau Bassin—Rose Hill and Curepipe and the new slaughter-house
al Flacq are each controlled by a qualified Veterinary Officer. In other
places, the supervision rests with the sanitary staff.

There are twelve markets in the Colony.

4. GENERAL MEASURES OF SANITATION

55. Health Inspection. On 31st December, 1950, the staff of Sanilary
Inspectors consisted of 1 —

3 Senior Sanitary Inspectors, 5 Inspectors Grade I; 12 Inspectors Grade 11
and 30 Inspectors Grade 111. i

For sanitary inspection, the area of the town of Port Louis is divided
into six sections, Plaines Wilhems district into three sections and the remaining |
districts into seven divisions, which comprise a total of nine sections.
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The inspections recorded as made by the Sanitary Inspectors during the
year are listed in Table XVIIL

The notices served are enumerated below : —

Written request notices 5,318
Formal written notices 3,641
Orders nnder the Prevention of Malaria Ordinance 2:240

Prosecution for failure to comply with notices and orders was entered 1n
744 cases and the total amount of fines collected was Rs. 8,211.50.

56. Conservancy Services. In the Municipal and township areas the
services have been maintained at a reasonably good level consistent with the
necessity for the sweeping of streets, the removal of refuse and the disposal
of night soil. In certain places, equipment and the labour provided have
been improved and increased and in one area, the refuse collected is composted
and subsequently used by a neighbouring sugar estate. It must be stated here
that the lack of co-operation and understanding on the part of the public
renders the task of the authorities responsible for the cleansing services much
more difficult. In rural areas, an interesting development has been the
handing over of the conservancy services which were formerly entrusted to
contractors to Village Councils, which uader the guidance of the District
Commissioners and the Health Officers are doing excellent work. The
enthusiasm with which the members of the recently born Village Councils have
taken to their new responsibilities is praiseworthy, and most of the villages
are now appreciably cleaner than they used to be. The Village Councils
receive grants-in-aid from Government for the share they are taking in the
application of measures of sanitation.

57. Housing. There is need for more and more houses and the present
shortage is indeed a very serious problem. The problem is partly €Conomic,
becanse many inhabitants cannot afford rents which would meet the present
prices of buildings. Government, the Municipality of Port Louis and the
Townships Councils are active in the preparation and financing of schemes
and new legislation is being considered ; the sugar estates have made head-
way ; private enterprise has provided a certain number of buildings in spite
of high costs and difficulties in obtaining materials.

If however, the houses were occupied in the manner originally intended.
there would be no reason for complaint. Unfortunately, overcrowding is
caused by the fact that there are not enough houses for the population, and
high rents cause an additional aggravation. Several families occupy a con-
struction suitable for one family and insanitary conditions are increased by the
deterioration which such occupation induces. True, the Health Authorities
have legal powers to prohibit overcrowding and to condemn houses which have
become unfit for human habitation, but in the absence of alternative accom-
modation, it is no remedy to drive out the occupants from the only shelter
available for them.

58. Labour Conditions. There was close liaison between officers of the
Lahour and Health Departments and every assistance was given for the
control of sanitary conditions at labour camps and for supervising conditions
in factories and workshops.



THE

ANNUAL REFORT ON

ROL00 ot A Hiv 00 cll i1 el il OHG'S

[£L°2 REl LA I t [0 8t 01

ety 29 0g0's - Z qu <l Iz

tut 2 Y4 0% £ el NRETT Ny ROC

ey e FEL [+18 8 o = 0l et Ll |

S I£E IRE9 = iy DR 33 £6OE

ey Al L i 1l FRETT tt il o

Fetc GL 0Ly Y s g0 Lt Ly

coee 1] hic't I £E EULT I it '

C A0 Wy £ L e

ChHf T mEl LAy Ll iU Lt 01g

% & I BT ¥l (1153 Ic I

LI HEL <Pl 9 i 1} Gl L1 s

LIl 19g |ee s it ki el 13 (11|

Joanos STy L [TV LB sastruany s@prLi) £poos sasHiniaid sesafernie aof sffnpspoo]
aprathsone g [0 penosoe wo a2ippo o sarsnafjo fo jiov poaf o PGS i
TIFREMATIRR morradsng HOR st | rorfoadsuy morjoadeny o paadsng sfinpsprood HOTPE NN ]

nijradsny

jo sapfimps

DS LMOAHY ATUVH L SHOLDHASN] AMYLINYG

[TIAX HIHV.L

STVLO,

A% UROTY
AR YOG

OATH 980y
e SPOOT A

= adidaand
=t GUUEAES
Q||| asoy]
FAnuag ey
inog howjqg

yuop bowld

peduiay) np a1t

’5a

sassnotuagdue g

SSRGS o]

TGP RETY
Ay

Jragsicl



33

MEDICAL AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT

L0 Pel FRTOT fit LT o gLl

i — fEL il i m:_l : (Wi el

- —- GED iy Rl | HEl

b3 L6 1 L1 LY ®lI 14

soy = fac | Ly IR0°Z &t

£E azu i tl EIL EYL

— it | €0 cl i L i

i o i el b it cl

(i il L | | kL Wil ZIMI 1 3

= = i1 il winl LRl |

£ - 61 F4Y o OEL EIT of

== L6171 ¥ £0L oy He

= o sz FAY] R (119 T

168 ¥ L5 ] I LT STk sl
. . e PN ED 2012425 it I3HLIRE [0S ..,:__wuhwﬂ.-"ﬂ_ p
R RIS L=l ,Mzm  sysanbas puv o hﬂ.:._.,.._.:,_. ....u_...a.; e sy apquyoN Y
: .4___ UL : IS SAZPIO 'SANPON  SHONDIAIISIC]  NONIZNEOD N1 __.,n___:..i,,q.::_.n__., i HOUIINHOD 1t
sjsig o) spELL fo dgueny mon jaadsu uorpaagsuy

norjradsn |

PRI —QGHT LHOdEY MIMVHL SHOLDAASN] AAVLINVS

peruiuor—IIIAY HTAV.L

STY.LO.

RO
A3 ACLEH
ITH I50]

s GRODEN
addainyy
“IULBAYS
A Iy
Aancugaye jy
inog Do
oy boepg

pedundy np 21211

sassnoud e,

SINO] o]

Jnaistaq

A
LT LSy



54 ANNUAL REPORT ON THE

59. Training of Sanitary Personnel. 6 students who entered for the
conrse of traiming in August 1950, were posted during the year under the
Medical Officer of Health, Plaines Wilhems.

The course of training is for a period of 18 months.

6o. Port Louis.—fa) A full account of the administration and of the work
done in the capital town of Port Louis was given in last year's departmental

report.

The work carried out during 1950 is summarised in Table XIX.

(b} Table XX gives particulars of cases heard by the Magistrate of Port
l.onis at the instance of the Medical and Health Department.

(¢) The following figures show the number of animals slaughtered,
examined and condemned during the year under review at the Municipal
slaughter house ; —

Noofannnals Noof careases .
: : Condemned

slaughlered exainined
Madagascar bullock... 1,844 1,540 ]
Bodrigoes bullock...... (0= 4005 1
Local bullock 2005 200 3
Cows (milch breed) ... o e 74 739 2
Cows (herd) ... 37 47 3
Heitiers (milch hreed) 27 27 —_
Hemers (herd) - i} i e
Calves. .. R s ais i B 47 e
Goats ... 11,7040 11,700 1
Sheep 1,058 1.055 —_
Pigs 1. Eas 3,896 3,496 1

61. Plaines Wilhems distriof. The following is a résumé of the report
submitted by the Medical Officer of Health.

(i) PusLic HEALTH
There was no outbreak of communicable disease during the year and the
incidence of enteric fever was the lowest recorded since 1944.

VITAL STATISTICS

(a) Mipyear Popuratiox
Yea Tl Jugd2 Ty Tud4 Jods Iodn fudy T Jud 1950
108,395 109808 111,206 120,277 122,487 124.319 127 804 131,263 132.124 138.023

(h) DEaTHS

Year 941 1942 JO43  J944 1045 46 1947 1048 1949 WAL,
Tonal . 2,325 2,576 2,602 2,490 3,134 2,394 1,901 2324 1812 1658
Death tate ... 214 235 234 207 25% 193 149 192 13 12
(c) Birrhs
Total - BB09 4,024 3,879 4928 4962 5,082 5,638 5374 5,635 0, 236
Birth rate ... 330 36,6 349 41 4005 409 44 W09 419 452

Still births ... 270 308 230 285 358 320 il4 318 322 3509
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MEDICAL

Nalure of offence

Selling sophisticated milk

Failing to have the names, sur-
names and the kind of milk painted
on milk vessels e

Failing to produce vu demand
Repgistration Certificates—whilst sel-
ling milk

saE

_ Non compliance within delay of

| Notices re : nuisances as defined in
Art. 18 of the Public Health Ordi-
nance 47/1925 ...

Preparing  foodstuffs  without
taking adequate measures to prevend
infection or contamination ...

Exposing for sale ready ecatable
foodstuffs unprotected from dust and
flies—G.N. 3201920 ...

failing 10 provide latrines on
premises or (o maintain the la-
trines in good condition—G.N. 183f
1920

S aaw saw EEE

Failing to produce oh demand
Medical Certiicates—whilst selling
food commodities -G.N. 133/1426
and 1641927

Burning charcoal without per-
mit—G.N. 198/1907

Non compliance within delay of
Order re : mMosguito nuisances as
defined in Ordinance 28/1946

AND HEALTH DEFARTMENT

37

TABLE XX

Number of cases Senfence
! i \ | i e b
. 2 :
A = = L
Sl e = <3E
= B m EEE = RE:
= & 8 xaW = &3
B oSy e = =
Ks,

60 35 Al 1 3,025 18 months H.L.
warrant of in respect of
arrest nol 11 cases convicted
excented

12 12 — - 145 —

i 3 - — 23 —
e 42 1 43 583 —_
[ 35— 1 i3 =
4 45 = 3 555 v
2 A= — 1 =
i e = s
S SR = 40 ey
e — = ! ™ =
240 166 IE Al 415]4 s months H.L.

TOTAL

o
.
)
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(i) SANITATION

{a) Night Soil and Conservancy. A fairly large number of families avail
themselves of water closets and septic tank installations ; but the majority of
the population makes use of pail and pit latrines. The Curepipe and Vacoas
Night Soil is collected by prison labour and the transport effected by the
Health Department.  The sewage is disposed of at the Sewage Farm in
Pheenix.

A small number of pail latrines (72) in Rose Hill is collected by a
contractor paid by the Township and disposed of by shallow trenching.

(b) Collection of Refuse. In the towns of Curepipe, Quatre Bornes and
Rose Hill—Beau Bassin, the scavenging service is performed by the Board of
Commissioners ; in the extra-urban areas by the Health Department.

(¢) Water Supply. The main source of water supply is Mare-aux-
Vacoas.” The water is filtered and chlorinated at La Marie Water Works.

Wells are used in Camp Fouquereaux and Carrean Galea, rain and crude
river water in Bananes, Fressanges and Midlands.

(iii)) MARKETS
There are six markets, one in Curepipe, one in Rose Hill, one in Beau

Bassin, two in Quatre Bornes and one in Vacoas. The first five are controlled
by the Township Boards and the Vacoas Market by the Health Department.

(iv) SLAUGHTER HoOUSES

The towns of Curepipe and Rose Hill have an abattoir and the animals
and carcases are examined by a Veterinary Surgeon appointed by the Board.

ANIMALS SLAUGHTERED DURING THE YEAR

Curepipe Rose Hill
Local, Rodrigoes and
local Oxen ... 1,867 4,462
Goats ... 44 1,411
Sheep ... 81 104
Pigs ... 295 473

ICARCASES SEIZED

Curepipe Rose Hill
— =l N i = —
Carcases Canse of Seizure Carcases Caunse of Seizure
7 Madagascar Oxen Tuberculosis 1 Madagascar Ox Tuberculosis
1 Madagascar Ox Emaciation 1 Loeal Ox Cachexia
1 Local Ox Tuberculosis I Milech Cow Emaciation
1 Rodrigaes Ox Tuberculosis 3 Milch Cows Cachexia
5 Local milch cows Tuberculosis 1 Milch Cow Decomposition
1 Sheep Discoloration of 1 Sheep Cachexia
Flesh
1 Sheep Tuberculosis 1 Goat Cachexia

2 Goals Emaciation 1 Pig Cysticerci of T. Saginata
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(v) CEMETERIES

There are four cemeteries in Plaines Wilhems: one in Curepipe belonging
to the Township Board, one in Quatre Bornes maintained by the parochial
church and the other two in Pheenix and Lower Plaines Wilhems under
Government Control.

A summary of the work performed by the Sanitary Staff is shown at
Table XXI.

(5) ANTI-RODENT OUPERATIONS

6z. The branch is composed of a technical assistant, two dissectors of
rats, two overseers, seven rat-catchers and twelve labourers. This staff con-
centrates on the destruction of rats in infested premises and in the harbour
area of Port Louis. The rat-proofing of buildings which attract, harbour and
nourish rats is attended to by the Sanitary Inspectors of the capital town.

Rattus rattus and Rattus Norvegicus are found in the business area of the
town, in old houses and commonly in * godowns "’ and restaurants.  Rattus
frugivorus is found mostly in suburbs and only rarely in the centre of the town,
while Rattus Alexandrinus is common on sea beaches and in the banks of
waler courses,

Table XXII shows the number of rats caught and destroyed during the
1o-year period 1941-50: —

TABLE XXII

Bars CavgHr axp Desrroyvip Derixg PeErion 1941-50

Year Norvegicus  Kallns  Frogreorns  Alexanmdrisnns
10441 1458 19 347 . 7805
1942 1422 24 44 a0y
1043 7a8 2 120 5303
1944 5 747 17 ] bl
1945 s 849 14 145 FORY
15046 1897 7l 157 107 30
1947 2760 a4 03 10829
1048 2028 H2 144 14631
1939 1875 2 1] 17286
1950 o v L&12 42 334 12954

(6) Port HEALTH WORK AND QUARANTINE

03.—(a) The ports on the Mauritius seaboard are Port Louis and
Mahebourg.  Ocean-going vessels call at Port Louis which has a marked
scasonal trade during and immediately after the sugar crop season.

The Medical Officer of Health, Port Louis is responsible for health
measures in the port area in addition to his duties in the town and he is
assisted by a Sanitary Inspector.
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Table XXII] summaries the work done by the Port Sanitary
Authority : —
TABLE XXIII

Vessels arriving 254
Crews examinerd ] F il
Vessels given pratique on arrival ... 54

Vessels given pratique after disinfec-
tion of the linen and effects of the
passengers and crew, [fumigation
and disinfection of the forecastle ... 449

Vesscls given pratique after disinfec-
tion of linen et : and claytonization
of cargao 6l

Vessels arriving from infected ports... 165
Vessels detained for purposes of dis-
disinfection and  [umigation on
account of a *'Convention® discase. 0

(b) The airport is at Plaisance in the district of Grand Port. It is under
the responsibility of the Medical Officer of the district assisted by a Sanitary
Inspector. 89 civil aircraft arrived in the Colony with 2,050 passengers. Of
these, 809 coming from infected areas were put under surveillance. Every
plane visiting the Colony is disinsectized on both arrival and departure.

(¢) The quarantine station 1s at Cannoniers Point in the district of
Pamplemousses and is under the supervision of a Steward who resides on the
spot. Civil servants are authorised to occupy the first-class bungalows, which
are situated in very pleasant surroundings, for periods usually not exceeding
fourteen days, and the station is used as a Schools Holiday Camp during the
winter season.

The construction of a water carriage system started late in the year and
will be a noticeable improvement when completed in 1951.

(7) WATER SUPPLIES
64. The progress made in 1950 has been as follows: —
(a) Mare-aux-Vacoas-System
A twin 18” power mains leading raw water from Mare-aux-Vacoas to La
Marie were completed.
Two new filters for 800,000 gallons per day were constructed at La Maric
Filtration Station.
About 5 miles of the Vacoas to Moka main had been laid by the end of
1450.
(b District Water Supplies
Construction of Piton du Milieu 100MCF Storage Reservoir was con-
tinued. The River Diversion Works were approaching completion. Enquiries
were sent to Firms ia England about the construction of Rapid Gravity Filters
for the Piton du Milieu System, 18”7 pipes for the principal trunk main from
the reservoir to Quartier Mihitaire were received and the work of laying was
scheduled to start early i 1951,
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The 300,000 gallons and 150,000 gallons service reservoirs at Goodlands
and Plaines des Papayes and the trunk main from Nicolitre to them were put
in operation, resulting in a 20 per cent increase in the volume of supply for
these regions of the North of the island. More distributary mains in Pam-
plemousses, Riviere du Rempart and Flacq districts were laid either with new
pipes or existing ones cleaned and relaid.

PART VI

Maternity and Child Welfare

65.—(a) This service is still carried out mainly by the Maternity and Child
Welfare Society which has ten centres situated at Curepipe, Rose Hill, Beau
Bassin, Vacoas, Henrietta, Ouatre Bornes, Centre de Flacq, Rose Belle,
Riviere des Anguilles and Mahebourg and by La Société Pasteur de la Goulle
de Lait administered by the Municipality in Port Louis.

The Maternity and Child Welfare Society receives a grant from Govern-
ment and its activities in 1950 were as listed below: —
Confinements ... 2,390

Attendances of women at consul-
tations o 2,422

Attendances of infants at consultations. 8,734
Attendances of infanis at Centres for

weighing and supervision ... cie 190521
Visils to infants B
Average number of infants receiving

milk daily ... 05
Average number of lifres of milk dis-

tributed daily... 221

(b) Supervision of persons practising midwifery is entrusted to the
Superintendent of Midwives and her assistant. The post of Superintendent
was created in 1946 and that of Assistant Superintendent in 1050. Visits to
the midwives in their homes are paid by these two officers and midwives
readily appreciate the fact that they can apply to the Superintendent or her
assistant for advice and guidance when any difficulty arises.

This work of supervision is indicated by the following figures: —

Number of visits to midwives in their

homes ... 25
Inspections held during the vear ... 30
Total visits paid... 704

(¢) In addition to her supervisory duties, the Superintendent of Midwives
held regular ante-natal clinics at Curepipe, Rose Hill, Beau Bassin, Vacoas,
Henrietta, Camp Fouquereaux, Quatre Bornes, Rose Belle, Rivitre des
Anguilles, Flacq, Benarés and Long Mountain. The total number of expectant
mothers in attendance was 3,040. An Ante-natal Clinic is also held by the
Visiting Matron at Médine (Camp de Masque).

The total number of expectant mothers registered at that Clinic was 39
and the total number of attendances was 69.
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The pﬂpuhntv of the antenatal clinic which was established at the Civil
Hospital in Port Louis in 1047 has been maintained. The average weekly
attendance was 70 in 1950 as compared with 79 in 1949 and 51 in 1048,

{d) During the year under review a district midwifery service based on
the Civil Hospital was initiated in Port Louis, the main object being to provide
training in the patients’ own homes for the pupil midwives who will be sent
to the remote districts of the island afer qualifying. In addition, the antenatal
clinic at Civil Hospital had become so popular that it was no longer possible
to deal with all the cases deserving to be delivered in hospital. It is gra-
tifying to note that expectant mothers are becoming more and more
health-conscious and they now wish to have better care during their confine-
ments than they used to have in the past. In that respect, the district
midwifery service has been of considerable value. It should be pointed out
that all cases delivered in the district must previously attend the antenatal
clinic at the hospital.

The following figures relate to the Port Louis district service which
commenced on 1oth July:—

Mumber of ante natal visils ... 67
Number of deliveries ... 317
Number of post natal visits ... e 2543

(e) 22 qualified midwives are employed by Government,one of whom is
stationed at Rodrigues. They made 6,774 visits and attended 2,041
confinements.

(f) There were 17 pupil midwives in training at Victoria and Civil
Hospitals on the 31st December. 5 qualified during the year.

PART VII

Prisons
66.—fa) Population. The total number of prisoners admitted during the
year was 1,645 and the daily average of population was 345-0.
(b) Morbidity. The following figures indicate the morbidity over the
5 year period 1946-1950:—

14 1947 1048 1a44 1950
In patients ... s o Q46 768 664 555 433
In patients daily .wLm;..L e D182 2698 24°7 279 2304
Out patients new cases ... i e 2,610 2,920 2,725 3,200 7.018
Out patients daily average new cases ... ril B2 75 159 192
Dheaths F 14 10 3 1 1
Daily average in I:'rw:m SO 575°5 621 408 4667

(¢) Health. The health conditions of prisoners improved steadily as
from 1949. The incidence of malaria has fallen from 264 cases in 1046 to 8
in 1950. Two cases of pulmonary tuberculosis were recorded during the year,
but there were no other cases of notifiable diseases. Only one death caused
by heart failure occurred,
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(d) Diet. From 4th February, 1949, maize was replaced by bread ; on
27th June, 1949, a new diet scale including two bananas daily and five rice
meals weekly was introduced ; as from 1st February, 1950, tea with milk was
given to all the inmates.

It is worthy to note that avitaminosis receded on the suppression of
maize from the dietary and has practically disappeared with the introduction
of the present scale of diet.

PART VIII
Welfare of the Blind

67. A Survey of all Blind Persons in the Colony has been started, the
object being to obtain reliable information as to the incidence of blindness and
the causes thereof.

Associated with this, is a scheme to enable the early detection of cases of
eye diseases which may ultimately lead to blindness, these cases being at once
referred to the eye specialist for expert treatment. To this end, instructions
have been issued to Medical officers in charge of hospitals and dispensaries

to keep a Register of Eye Cases for all patients suffering from eye defects
whether or not it is on account of such defects that the patients seek advice.

At this Deparment’s request, the Director of Education has instructed
school teachers to refer children suffering from defects of the eye to the Govern-
ment Medical Officer of the locality, by arrangement.

For the time being, the Director of Medical Services acts in the capacity
of Registrar of the Blind.

PART IX

The Dépen{lenc}f of Rodrigues

A8, The Medical Officer reports as follows: —

MEDICAL SERVICES RODRIGUES
(i)—Staff. The staff consists of  —

(a) One Medical Officer stationed at Port Mathurin.
(b) One dresser stationed at Port Mathurin.

(¢) One dresser stationed at Mt. Lubin Hospital.

{d) One dresser stationed at La Ferme Hospital.

(e) One Midwife stationed at Port Mathurin.

(f) Three male hospital servants one at each hospital.
(g) Two female servants at Port Mathurin Hospital.
(h) Five Scavengers.
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The following posts provided in the Estimates 1950-1951 are still
vacant : —

(a) Three dressers.

(&) Two midwives.

(c) One Sanitary Inspectors.

(ii) Dr. Rankine, Director of Medical Services, paid a visit to Port
Mathurin and La Ferme Hospitals at the beginning of July, 1950.

(iii) Staff Movements :—

Transfer—Dr. D’Avoine left Rodrigues on the 4th April, 1950, at the
completion of his tour of duty.

Appointmeat—Dr. Ph. Bouton was appointed G.M.0O. Rodrigues on the
4th April, 1950.

Diresser Dasan of Mt. Lubin Hospital left for Mauritius on the 4th March,
1950, and was relieved by Dresser Lamberty.

Midwife Duwval took charge of Port Mathurin Maternity on the
14th November, 1950.

Midwife Legrand left for Mauritius on 18th December, 1950.

(iv) Prevailing diseases. The prevailing disecases were Amoebiasis,
gastro-enteritis, influenza, worms, venereal diseases and anaemia.

No cases of poliomyelitis were seen this year.

Four infectious cases of leprosy were transferred to Mauritius and there
are seven under treatment at the three hospitals.

(v) Port Mathurin Hospital :—

(a) Dispensary attendances 5,050. This is more by 1,341 than last
year's figure.

(b) 368 patients were admitted to hospital. Of these 130 provided their
own food.

(¢} Deaths in hospital: 13 patients died in hospital from the following
causes: Pulmonary Tuberculosis, 1 ; Typhoid fever, 1 ; Carcinoma
of prostate, 1 ; Bacillary Dysentery, 1 ; Cerebral Haemorrhage, 1 ;
Myocarditis, 2 ; Senility, 2 ; Prematurity, 2 ; Asphyxia Livida, 1 and
Meningitis, 1.

(d) No. of operations: 130 ; Abdominal, 7 ; Curettage, 12 : Haemor-
rhoids, 7 ; Tonsillectomies, 8 ; Amputations, 2 ; Minor, g4 ; Dental
Extractions, 308.

(e) Vaccinations: 159 of which three were unsuccessful.

(f) Leper patients attending for treatment 2.

(vi) Port Mathurin Maternity and Antenatal Clinics. 204 cases including
68 primiparas were seen antenatally at the three hospitals. Consultations were
held once every fortnight at La Ferme and Mt. Lubin and three times a week
in Port Mathurin,
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58 confinements including 18 primiparous were attended to by the mid-
wife in Port Mathurin.

Still-births, 3 ; Premature births, 4 ; Full time, 51. Difficult labours and
mstrumental deliveries, 4.

(vii) La Ferme Hospifal: —

(a) Dispensary attendances 10,008 showing an increase of 4,703 on last
yvear's figures.

(b) 66 patients were admitted to hospital.  Of these, 45 received hospital
diet.

(¢) Death in hospital, 1.

(d) Minor operations 61. Dental extractions 285.

(e) Vaccinations 135 of which 9 were unsuccessful.

(viii) Mf. Lubin Hospital: —
(a) Dispensary attendances 12,305.
(b) 136 patients were treated indoor. Of these 8o received hospital diet.
(¢) Deaths in hospital 3 from the following causes: —
(1) Tetanus neonatorum,.
(2) Marasmus
(3) Carcinoma of stomach.
(d) Minor surgical operations 124. Dental extractions 332.
(e) Vaccinations 180 ; of these five were unsuccessful.

(ix) Patients sent to Mauritius at Government expense.

16 patients were sent to Mauritius for treatment for the following: —

(a) Osteomyelitis ... I case
(b) Rodent ulcer in) L
{¢) Tumour of jaw o i A
(d) Carcinoma of breast L
{e) Carcimonia of uterus ... : g
4 ) Diseases of the eye AR
(g) Mental cases q
(i) Leprosy 1

(x) Port Santtation. Free pratique was given to every ship that came.

| (xi) Exhwmation. One body was exhumated and taken to Mauritius for
|
buiial.

(xii) Post Mortem. One autopsy wWas carried out on a murder case,
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CONCLUSION

6. 1 should like to conclude this report by recording the debt owed by
the Colony to the retiring Head of the Department for the outstanding part
played by him in the improvement in health conditions which are apparent
in this report. Dr. Adam Rankine, C.B.E., M.C., Director of Medical
Services, assumed duty on the 27th January, 1943, aad left Mauritius on the
25th March, 1951, on leave prior to retirement. He could not write this report
before his departure, since a good deal of the information which appears
therein had just been made available from outstations and the figures had to
be sifted by the Statistical Division of the Department. As his Deputy, it has
been my privilege to put all the facts together and I hope I have succeeded
in showing what this Colony owes to him.

In his name and in my own name, | thank all the officers of the Depart-

meat for their loyal and active co-operation throughout the year.

R. LAVOIPIERRE,
ath September, 1951 Acting Divector of Medical Services.
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APPENDIX 1

Annual Report of the Bacteriological Laboratory for the vear 1950
STAFF
Senior Pathologist : A. Ng Chhung Hin, M.B. B.Ch.,

B.A.O. (N.U.L.) D.C.P. (London).
D.T.M. and H. (England).

Pathologist : 5. G. Cowper, Ph.D (London), B.Sc.
(Reading) M.R.C.S. (England),
L.R.C.P. (Londen). D.T.M. and
H. (Liverpool).

Government Chemist :  W. Diaper, B.Sc. Tech. (Manc.),
AMCT.
Assistant Government Chemist : R, Rivallaad, R.A.C. (Mauritius).
Senior Laboratory Assistant : L. Webb.
(Pathology)
Laboratory Assistant 2B Hervel
. Bio-Chemistry)
Junior Laboratory Assistant : K. ’l‘npsy-, B. Sc. (London).
(Pathology)
i Miss A. de Gersigny.
T Miss L. Webb.
¥ Miss M. Fleuriot,
y Miss L. Guillot.
iy H. Duval.
’ . Louise.
a A. Bouvet.
T T G. Issany.
" K. Chan Pat Young.
Microscopist : L. Dorval.

Clerk : L. F. Legrigore.

Dr. S. G. Cowper, Pathologist, arrived in the Colony on the
| 13th November of this year on first appointment.

: Mr. W. Diaper, Government Chemist, resigned on the 18th August.

} fl'-ir. K. R_iuallaq:ﬂ, Scientific Assistant, Department of Agriculture, was
appointed Assistant Government Chemist on the 16th of Mu}.- and, subsequent

| upon the departure of the Government Chemist, acted as such.

Mr. L. J. Dorval, Microscopist Grade 1 (Malaria and Hookworm branch)

Was transferred to the Central Laboratory on 16th January, 1950, and acted
as Assistant Government Chemist from 18th August to jist October, 1950,
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Mr. J. E. Hervel, Junior Laboratory Assistant, was promoted to the newly
created post of Laboratory Assistant Bio-Chemistry in July 1650 while on
study leave in the United Kingdom. He returned to Mauritius on
28th October, 1950, and assumed the duties of Acting Assistant Government
Chemist, releasing Mr. Dorval for the bacteriological division.

Mr. H. Duval, Microscopist Grade 11, (Malaria and Hookworm Branch)
was transferred to the Central Laboratory and subsequently nominated as
Junior Laboratory Assistant.

Misses Fleuriot, Guillot and Mr. Louise, temporary laboratory assistants,
were appointed Junior Laboratory Assistants in July.

In December, three new junior laboratory assistants were appointed.

Helminthoiogy. 572 egg couats by the Clayton Lane's method were
carried out at the Central Laboratory from suspected cases of ankylostomiasis.
Of these 10-3 per cent could be classed as cases of severe hookworm infection.
Specimens were received mainly from the following districts: Grand Port,
Savane and Flacq. As far as we can see infected cases are scattered in
different parts of the districts.

Dacteriology. For the isolation of Corynebact. diphtheriae, Blood
Tellurite medium is now being used and colonies giving cultural and morpho-
logical characteristics of the organisms are subcultured in Hiss serum sugar
media as a routine. This procedure, in addition to allowing a more accurate
idenntification of the organism, also type it.

The number of examinations done at the Central Laboratory and its
branches amounted to 50,234. Of these, 33,249 were done at the Central
Laboratory (Bacteriological division: 26,093, Chemical division: 7,156),
11,975 at the Civil Hosptal Branch Laboratory and 5,010 at the Victoria
Branch Laboratory. These figures show that work is still increasing.

LABORATORY RECEIPTS IN THE FORM OF FEES
The total earnings for the year amounted to Rs. 17,772.14.

ROUTINE EXAMINATIONS

A total of 26,043 examinations, exclusive of those made by the Chemical
Division (Annexure I) and of the Branch Laboratories (Annexures T and III),
were carried out by the Bacteriological Division of the Central Laboratory.

The work of the Laboratory is divided up into the following sections: —

I. Medical Biology.
1I. Pathology.
I11. Bacteriology.
IV. Haematology.
V. Serology.
V1. Veterinary.

VI1l. Laboratory Products,
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I. MEDICAL BIOLOGY

A, 4,969 SivMPLE RoOUTINE EXAMINATIONS WERE MADE

(@) Blood (Microscopical)
Films for malaria :—

Plasmodinm meax ... i A
Plasmodiem palciparnm ...
U'ndeterninined rings

No parasites found ...
Films for microfilariae - —

Wauchereria bancrofii :
WNo microfilariae ...
(b} Facces (Microscopical)

Total number examined ... i

Helminths :—
Taenia saginata firs
Trichuris ova :
Ascaris ova ...
" Hookworm ™ ovy ., : i
strongvloides larvac
Trichostrongvle ova A e i 5
Heferodera marioni ova
Enferobins vermiculares ova i

Protozoa -—
Enfamocha lislolviica

Ewlamocha coli v
Vegetative and precystic ... i
{fodamoeha brtschisi ...
Endolomax nana ... B e L i
Griardia rulestmalis ... -—
Clrrdomastix wresinili ...
T ichomonas intesfinalis
Blaslocystis hominis ... s i, i
No helminths or protozoa ... A

(c) Urine (Microscopical)
Total number examined ... e 3
Hyaline casts... aas wis i
Granular casts s iia
Waxy casts ... i i
Leucoeviic casts e i s A
Cellular casts.. - ;

Schistosoma ha-:matuhmm
Trichomonas vagirialis
Microfilariae ... e

(d) Urine (Pregnancy lest)
Total number examined
Positive—Male toad test ...
Positive—Friedman's test ...

le) Cerebro-spinal
Total number examined ...
Leucocyte count ies I,
Differential leucocyle :.mun
Nonne Apelt test ... o

(f) Throat Swabbings
Monilia albicans

(g) Fus, Discharges and Sc n;j'}unfs {'lfm oscopical)
Tolal number examined ...
Fungus

14
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II. PATHOLOGY

Morbid histological examinations were made on, 183 specimens of

HEADp anxn NECK —

Brain : Normal ... vas o o
Congeslion. ., s
Orbid « Rouand celled sarcoma ... 5o
(e : Epulis
Gingivitis ... o .
Toolh ; Dentigerous cyvst ...
Tongne : Ppithelioma iy e
Face ; Epithelioma ... asa
Fhyroid @ Colloid goilre ... s .
Caseous gland
Pharvay : Tubercle hacilli i
Neck : Epithelioma ...

Saliwary gland : Inflammatory fibrosis ...
LHEST =—

Breast : Skin = Inflanmatory ulcer
Chronic mastitis
Fibroadeioma ...
Carcinoma
LUNG -—
MNurmal foetal .
Putrefied foetal ... e
Tubercle bacilli ...
Normal adult S s
Congestion “ .
MNecrolic material Lnnghml P £
ABDOMEN —
Abdominal wall : Epithelioma .. "y
Stomach: Scirrhons Carcinoma . E
Adenocarcinmmi.. G
Non-malignant pxlunt El{‘llﬁ‘il‘i
Gastritis ... o Hr ais

Rectum : Epithelioma

Caectem ¢ Adenocarcinoma. .. i

Anns : Papilloma ...
Simple ulcer e P
Epitheliom;.. A e

Simple l:np{,rlrnph\ n[ c-r-ltlu.]mm

Appendix : Chronic appendicilis ...
Bilharzial appendicitis

Kiduey : Cloudy swelling ... iss
Chronic nephritis
Pancreas - Acule pancreatilis ...
Lizer : Acule necrosis
Mormal
Congestion ... res
Unilobular Lll‘l‘hﬂ"if‘i
Spleen ¢ Congestion..
l’{,r:-q,ﬁh_m'lh
Amvloid degener .mun
Suprarenal : Norimnal s ras
futestine : Intussuseplion ... =
PELVIS
Urrpary Madder @ Transitional carcinomsa avn ke e
Schistesomum haematobium van i

ol

material.

Lo S T ol RS R LS R N - e

G0 ) L=

e
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Il PatHoLogY—confinued

GEXITAL ORGANS
Male :—
Fesles :
Testicle :

Undescended

Simple orchitis
Tubercle bacilli ...
Hypertrophy
Adenocarcinoms:
Scrofum : Calecified nodules
Penis @ Epithelioma
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Female :—
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Mixed-celled sarcoma
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Acute endometritis
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Fibroma ... s
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Vagina :

Ouvary :
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Fibrosarcoma

: Neuroma
Neuritis ...

Miscellaneous : Lipoma ...
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Nerve
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Chronic inflammation...
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I1I. BACTERIOLOGICAL

1,085 MISCROSCOPICAL EXAMINATIONS WERE MADE
(a) Sputum (Microsc u;i'umfl
Total number examined ... ; 776
Mycobacler fnberculosis ... 115
(b) Facces (Microscopical)
Total number examined ... 2
Miycobacler. Iuberculosts ..,
(¢} Urine (Microscopical)
Total number examined ... 4
Myecohacler nbercnlosis e 1
(d) Corebro-spinal Fluid (Miscroscopical)
Total number examined ... P 0
Mycebacter Inberenlosis ... 1
Pneumococei.., 1
(e) Throat and Nasal Swabbings (Microscopical)
Total number examined i)
Coryuchact. diphtheriae o
() Pus, Discharges and Scrapings, ele. (Microscopical)
Total number examined ... : 231
Neisseria gonorrliocae 10
Mycobacler tuberculosts ... 0
Diphtheroids .. : 1
YVincent [Lmlnrm urgmuum- 3
streptococc ... 10
B. 2975 CULTURAL EXAMINATIONS WERE MADE
(a) Blood
Total number cultured 3
Coliform organisms i 12
Psendomonas pvocvanea ... vas 1
Staphyvlococei 5
Streptococei ... SR 3
Inoculaton to guinea pig for ].4.|llmr-1r.| u.tur:\!m-.,nmrrh.u.,u a 2
(b) Facces
Bacl. tvphosum 2
Total number examined ... )
(c) Urine
Total number cultured U6
Colilorm organisms 07
Bl atlistigenis: 5.0 Unl S n LS Tan i
Bacl. profeus .. 15
Psendomonas _f:gm VaRea ... 21
Diphtheroids ... 4
Streptococci ... 30
Staphvlococel b o 34
Inoculation to guinea |*|1;._ ff-r f.q.f-fnsru i mhr:mm_ wevrltagna -3
do. Mycobacier, (nbercilosis e 3

() Sputum

Total number cultured

Buacl. friedlanderi ... e =
Pneumococci... e i e 3
streptococei .., |
Staphylococci ol ,;
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e) Cerchro- '-f'.i nal Fluid
Total number cultured - i
Coliform urg.iln'-.tlh - 1

Bacl. profens .
Prneumaococci..,

Incculation to ;..ullm.l }‘n;., for uu:::hqutu fuberculosis

aes san s sun

LR BEE

T 00 = b

(f) Throat aud Nasal Swabbings

Total number cultured

aEw vin maya aas T san 1.5!4

C. Avrocexovs VACCINES

Corynebact, dipltheriae .., A 283
Psendomonas pyocyanea .. 1
Diphtheroids e T e a7
Prneumococci !
Sireptococci ... i 76
Staphvlococei S5 2 03
Virulgnce test for cor -.m.hm: .irﬂn‘ku:.u.- 13

(g) Pus, Discharges ::I.l'ltf 'Scnr;,ﬁmga, ete.

Tatal number cultured 657
Corviclact diphtheriae - 3
Cuoliform organisms... T 41
H. atkaligenes i - 3
Bacl, frielamderi ... 5
Bacl, proleus... ik 4
Psendomonas pyocyvanea .. o " f
Pnenmococci... ; 2
Staphvlococci 357
Streptococci ... ol 24
Inoculation to gum-;-a plg l=}1 mhu!im fer !'uilc.u:r.l’uwi o i 13
(h) Industry
Total number cultured 3

OrGaxisMms  IsorLarep, Amoxg OTHERS,
FROM VARIOUS SAMPLES, 42 IN ALL,

() Urine

PREPARED FROM THE FOLLOWING

Coliform organisms... 4
(b) Sputuin
Streplococed ... 2
Staphylococci 5 2
(¢) Throat and Nasal Swabbings
Sireplococei ... [
Staphvlococci 3
(d) Pus, Disclhar qcu and ‘:--:mj‘ruufﬂ ele.
"IE.IFIJ‘JHUKLL : e 23
‘ﬂrcplmm,n = 2
D. AcGrLurixation TESTS

Significant agglutining for Bact. typhosum, ' H"" anligen 475
» e i 304
Proteus OX 19 ]
Proteus OX 2 |
Brucella abortus 1
Unsuitable for test 0
Total number of s2ra «.uhmlltu:l {ur .1;.‘;.,[L|1|I|.1l1un i 5[ 1080

. Water analysis :—
Number of samples examined 361

F. Septic tank :—

Number of samples examined 2

. Milk analysis -—
Number of samples examined

4
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IV. HAEMATOLOGY

Rovrine Broob ExaMixaTIONS,
Full counts of red and while cells and haemoglobin

determinations ... e et i
Differential leucocyie counts
Blood p;rlure o :
Blood typing ..
Clotting and bh:-zdmg tlmu . =1
Sedimentation rate ...

Blood platelets
Reticulocytes counts... A e A
Total number examined ... e =

V. SEROLOGY
(a) Bloed

Kahn fest :

Negative = - 186
Doubtiul reactions in s 461
‘i’ e gum wum o ey FEE BEE 1.“‘34

+ + -l' waE CEE LY (RS sEa BEw ﬁ{‘?

4+ + =+ =+ 3
Unsuitable for test 377
—l“.}TﬂtI- LR e - 121521

(b) Cercbro-spinal finid

Negative ... . E 27
Donbtinl I‘l‘!ili_llm'l A iz 1

+ + 4
'nsnitable for test oo 7 . 4

{_C? Iﬂm:{f

Paul Bunnell test o i o] i o 1
V1. VETERINARY

A, MEDICAL-BIOLOGY
(a) Blood ( Micr uml_fumf )

Total number examined o o o h o 24
(b) Faecces { Microscopical)

Total number examined AL 2

Haemonchns condorfns ... o A 1

(c) Foelusses, Discharges, Scrapings elc. | Microscopical)
Total number examined 10

B. BACTERIOLOGICAL

(a) Foctusses and Discharges

Total number cultured ... sas 14
Brucella aborins ... )
Viability lest on 5. F. 19 Brucella abortus {'q.'q.’mghbrldge] 1

C. AGGLUTINATION TESTS

Significant agglulinins for Brycella aborius ... 172
Total number of ey submitfed for agglutination test . 303



MEDICAL AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT 77

VII. LaBoratory PrRODUCTS

Autogenous vaccines were prepared during the year 1950 ; defails of
which will be found nnder the bacteriological section.,

T.A.B. vaccine prophylaxis wer 11 Titres
T.A.B. vaccine protein shock ... RO | |
Besredkha’s staphvlococeal antivirus ... + lifres

A strain of lactobacillus bulgaris was maintained.

CONCLUSION

I would like to tender my warmest thanks to the members of the staff
of the Central Laboratory and its branches for their devotion to duty and their
loyal co-operation throughout the year,
18th February, 1951.

A. N6 CHHUNG HIN,
Senior Pathologist,

ANNEXURE 1
Annual Report of the Government Chemist for the vear 195()

STAFF

Government Chemist ... ... W. Diaper, B.Sc. Tech. (Manc.), A.M.C.T.
Assistant Government Chemist K. Rivalland, R.A.C. (Mauritius).

Laboratory Assistant ... s E. Hervel.
(Bin-Chemistry)

Mr. W. Diaper, Government Chemist, resigned and left the Colony in
August 1950.

Mr. R. Rivalland, Scientific Assistant, Department of Agriculture, was
appointed Assistant Government Chemist in May and afterwards acted as
Government Chemist.

Mr. E. Hervel, was appointed to the newly created post of Laboratory
Assistant, Bio-Chemistry, as from the 15t of July, 1950. On his return from
overseas leave, he was appointed to act as Assistant Government Chemist,

Mr. L. Dorval, Microscopist Grade I, acted as Assistant Government
| Chemist during period Aungust—October 1050,

I The total number of samples and exhibits received during the year was
4,503 and 7,150 determinations were done.

The work was divided as follows:

(1) Bio-Chemical. comprising Blood, Urine, Faeces, etec., 3,018 samples
were received and 3,004 determinations done,
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(2) Public Health. comprising Milk, Water, Foodstuffs, etc., 650
samples were received and 1,066 determinations done.

(3) Customs and Excise. comprising Rum, Power Alcohol, Tissue, cte,,
348 samples were received and 352 determinations done.

(4) Forensic. comprising Medico legal (cases of poisoning), drugs (as
opium, gandia) and Revenue offences (as illicit rum), ete.

(5) Miscellaneous. comprising Chinese drugs, Coal tar, Motor spirit,
Crackers, etc., 273 samples were received and 449 determinations
done.

As regards to (1) I may point out that the laboratory has benefited of the
stay of Mr. Hervel for a refresher course in London and that the work in this
branch is now improving. New methods requiring electric apparatuses will
be started as soon as this laboratory will be equipped for same.

(2) 463 samples of milk were received during the vear ; of these 75 per
cent were found adulterated. The highest figure for added water and fat
deficiency recorded were 54 per cent and 76 per cent, respectively.

Analyses of waters for drinking purposes from La Marie, Pailles and
Monneron were carried out monthly ; results were found satisfactory.

Edible oils received from abroad were checked for the presence of mineral
oil and tricresyl phosphate. All samples were found free from these
substances.

(3) 165 samples of rum from the Warehouse were analysed and found
free from furfuraldehyde.

(4) The number of exhibits reeeived here for the detection of opium and
gandia in police cases shows that the number of people addicted to these
dangerous drogs is increasing alarmingly.

A decrease in illicit rum is to be recorded during the vear.

{5) Several types of Chinese drugs were examined and found to comply
with the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance.

Chinese crackers were also analysed and no dangerous explosives which
could endanger persons nsing them were detected,

Research work could not be carried out due to shortage of staff and to
lack of modern equipment. Research will start as soon a Government
Chemist is appointed and meanwhile the laboratory is being modernised.

The Acting Government Chemist has been appointed member of the
Liquor Licensing Board during the year and has supervised the work of the
examining Officer at the Customs Department.
19th February, 1951,

R. RivarLraxn,
Acting Government Chenist,
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ANNEXURE 11

Annual Report of Civil Hospital Branch Laboratory
for the Year 1950

Total number of examinations : 11,975

I. MEDICAL BIOLOGY

5,952 SIMPLE ROUTINE CLINICAL EXAMINATIONS WERE MADE

(a) Blood, (Microscopical)

Toial number examined 335
Films for malaria :—
Undetermined rings... 1
No parasites found ... 176
Films for microfilaria :—
Wuchereria bancroiti b
No microhlariae 130
(b) Faeces. (Microscopical )
Total number examined ... e L b
Helminths :—
Trichuriz ova 112
Ascaris ova ... 325
* Hookworin " ova ... Hi5
Hetevodera marioni ova .. 2
Frickostrongvle ova ... 2 22
Ouyueris vermicnlaris ova ... f
Slrongvloides laipae... w4
Clonorchus sinensis ova [
Protozoa :—
Entanochae hisfolvlica i
Ewmbamochac coli 213
Vegetative and precystic entamocbae ... a4
Endolimax nana ... 112
Grardra infestinalis A3
Clrilomasiic mesnili ... e 2
Trichomeonas infeslinalis 75
Blastocysiis fioniinis ... 320
No helminths or ova 1,047
(c) (Urine Microscopical
Total nmmber examined ... e =09
Hyvaline casts 230
Granular casts 172
Waxv casls ... 30
Cellular casts... 3
Leucocytic casts ... 25
Red blood cells casts b
Selirstosonmn hacmatohinm i pats)
Frichomonas vaginalis by

Pad  Tad

Microfiliaria ...
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I[. BACTERIOLOGY

2,274 MicroscopricAL EXAMINATIONS WERE MADE

(a) Sputim (Microscopical)

Total number-examined ... 153406
Myeobacter, tuberculosts 239
(b) Nasal and Throal Swabbings (Microscopical)
Tatal number examined ... 164
Coryncbacl, diphtheriae ... .. o e o e 23
(c) Pus, Discharges and Scrapings cle. { Microscopical
Total number examined S
Neisserica gonorrliocac oot 133
I1I. HAEMATOLOGY
RouTixE BLoop EXAMINATIONS
Total number examined ... \ 1330
Taotal counts of red and white cells and  hacmoglobin
cletermminations v A o 1172
Differential leucocyvie counts X3
Blood sedimentation rate ... 3
Blood grouping : ey 17
Blood platelets 1
IV. BIO-CHEMISTRY
Total number examined ; 2214
Quantitative cstimations of glucose 117
A albumen 280
Qualitative test for determination of acetone ... 21
1 hile... 1%
Test for aoeult blood 2

ANNEXURE IIL
Annual Report of Victoria Hospital Branch Laboratory
for the Year 1950
Total number of Examinations ... we 2000
. MEDICAL BIOLOGY
(a) Blood (Microscopical)

Films (er malaria :—

Elasmodinm falciparun ... 2k 3
Plasmoditm say ... s i
Plasmediim malariae 2
No parasites [ound... 272
Films for microhlariae :(—

Wuchereria hancroit i i 12
Mo microfilariac P o i o S 36

TOTAL s 350

bar
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(b) Facces. (Microscopical)
Total nomber examined ...

Helminths :—

Trichuris owvi el
Ascaris ova

* Hookworm ' ova ...

Tagnia sagimala

Enlerobins vernucnlars

Strongvyloides larvae

Protogoa :(—

Eunfamoehae hisfolviica

Enfamochac coli S
Vegetative amoebae. ..

Iemdamochae fragilis

Girarradia infesfnalis ...
Chilomastiv zucsnili i 5 -

Trichomonas fnlesfinalis
Hasltocvstis fominis ...

(c) Urtne. (Microscopical)

Todal number exumined ... v e i
Granular casts Fan
Hyaling casis
Lewcocytic casfs ...

Red blood cells casis Lo

Waxy casts ...

Cellular casts... = o =i o
Sclrisfozomiien acnnndofium ova ...
Trichomonas saginalis

Microfilariae ... S i

[I. BACTERIOLOGY
727 MICROSCOPICAL EXAMINATIONS WERE MADE
(a) Spuium (Microscopical)

Total muomber examined ... o = -
Myvcobercler tnberculosis

(%) Nasal and Throal Swabbings, (Microscopical)

Total number examinecl
Corvacbacl. diphllerioc

(c) Pus, Disclarges and Scrapings \Microscopical)

Total munber examined ... it
Newsseria gonorelocac Ton NiE
III. HAEMATOLOGY
Total pumber examined ...

Total counts of red and white cells and hacmoglobin
determinations ...

Differential counts ...
IV. BIOCHEMISTRY
Total nomber eXamined ... e Sid ki
Dualitative estimations of glucose i . b
do. albumen e o
Qualitative tests [or determination of acetone ...

do, do. bile

1,580
015
304
ih2

21

(i
105
3

('3

ST
| B

e

L85

173
19

81
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Report on the Mental Hospital for the year 1950
The total number of certified insane persons in the Colony on
31st December, 1950, was 1,095 compared with 1,060 on 3Ist December,
1949).
The distribution of the 1,005 certified insane persons on 31st December,

1950, was as follows: —
Mule Femple Tolsd

Al Mental Hospital ... e 202 |
On probation leave ... e 203 152 445
On leave under G.N. 230024 T X) {1

Tovran R T 4id 1005

_ —m ———

The insane rate per 10,000 of the population of the Island was 23-50,
the estimated mid-year population in 1650 was 464.735.

3. The percentage sex distribution of the 1,005 certificd insane persoas

was males 57-6, females 42-4.

HospiTaL POPULATION

4. There were 622 persons in hospital (males 352, females 270} on
315t December, 1950, of these 13 males and 8 females were under interim
order detention pending a decision as to their mental state.

The daily average number resident was 675 “ompared with 682 in 1949.

The maximum number resident in hospital was 6gg.

Table showing Admissions, Discharges and Deaths during 1950: —

Male  Fomel Todal Made Female  Tolal
L hospital on 1st January, 1950 ... - 200 2263 623 390 263 723
Cazes adimitted :—
Hm_}-, from New Year leave
Q.M. 230/24 | get st il SE.
1=t Admissions ... iv. 1Y L 58
Md—>31h Admissions ... 3t I5 a4
Readmitied from probation I-. ve - 72 41 121
Cases admitted during 1950 ... 183 204 457 283 204 _rq?
Tolal cases under care ... s —= — —_— ey s 1. Ilﬂ
Lases discharged i —
Necovered during 1930 . 3 il 4 119
Discharged by Central I{:unl
during 1930 (relieved) we 100 124 e
i leiive under GLN. 23924 on
415t December 1950 TR | 11 sl
Died during 1950 ... o il 13 4
Tokal cases discharged and du.d JK) b 4uE 300 | 44 Js4
Remaining  in hospital  on -
31zt December, 1730 e - : 2 (23

il
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| The percentage of discharges to admissions was 94 compared with 88 in
| 1949. During the year, 112 patients on probation leave were found cured
and hnally discharged. During 1950, the number of persons who required
' certification was 174 (males 100, females 74) compared with 168 (males or,
females 77) in 1949.

, CAUSES OF INsaNiTY

i . As usual heredity, alcohol, meatal stress, epilepsy were prominent
etiological factors.

DEaTHS

| 7. During the year there were 28 deaths (males 15, females 13) compared
with 34 (males 20, females 14) in 1040.

The death rate calculated on the daily average number of resident patients
Was 4-74 per cent compared with 7-06 per cent in 1047, 5-18 per cenl in 1948
and 4-09 per cent in 19449.

INFECTIVE AND ALLIED DISEASES

8. During the year there were 31 cases of dysentery, one of which was
amoebic, 2 bacillary and 28 ill-defined.  Malaria cases numbered 8 and
influeaza accounted for 309 cases. There was only one case of typhoid fever.
Preventive inoculation of all the patients with T.A.B. is still earried out.

AVITAMINOSIS AND IJISEASES OF NUTRITION

9. 21 cases of pellagra were recorded during the year and 4 cases of other

avitaminosis (ariboflavinosis and Vitamin B, duﬁcivn{:y:.
VIOLENCE AND ESCAPE

10. There were no cases of suicide or homicide. Six patients absconded

from the hospital, but were recaptured, and brought back to the hospital.

Cases of injury to patients were as follows: —

Sell intlicted. .. ]
InHicted by other patients ... P
Intlicted by attendants e Ml

- Members of the staff were injured by patients oa 39 occasions, but the
| injuries were not of a serious nature.

SECLUSION AND RESTRAINT
11.—(a) Mechanical restraint by strait jacket for destructive habits of
patients: 6 patients (4 males and 2 femaies) were so restrained,
(b) Seclusion to meet conditions of violeat behaviour: 4 patients.
The greatest duration in any single instance, for restraint and seclusion
Was 4 hours
TREATMENT (PHYSICAL METHODS)

12. During the year, 21 schizophrenias had insulin schock therapy with
an average of 20 comas per patient. 52 per cent made a good recovery,
28 per cent were improved and 2o per cent showed no improvement. 264 in
“door patients were treated by electroplexy with an average of 10 shocks per

'{g‘epatienl,

&
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The resunlts are tabulated as follows:
Dhizorders of the affective Lype : 215 treated, 117 wilh good result,
32 with fair resuli.
66 no improvement.
Schizophrenias : 49 treated, 21 with good result.
10 with fair result.
12 with no result.

Ten patients suffering from mania depression insanity who had failed to
improve with electroplexy had prolonged narcosis, the duration of the
narcosis was 12 days. Four patients had a very good social remission and
were able to leave the hospital but the other six showed no improvement.

During the year, 54 out-door patients also attended the hospital for
electro-convulsive therapy with a total of 344 attendances, 68 per cent made
a good recovery and 18 per cent were much improved and thus avoided
commitment 1o the hospital. 14 per cent showed no improvement.
19 chronic schizophrenias, needing maintenance treatment in order to keep
them out of the Institution, also attended the out-patient clinic.

OccUuPATIONAL TREATMENT

13. The usual high percentage of inmates employed was well maintained
and work of great economic value was accomplished. Over 38 per cent of
inmates were in regular employment during the year. All the laundry work
of the hospital was done by the female patients, and this together with
gardening, ward work, darning, mattress making, carpentry aad the manu-
facture of the hospital tinware gave employment daily to an average of 160
male and 5 female patients. The occupafional therapy class under the
direction of the therapists, Misses Harel and Scott, is held twice weekly and
is attended by an average of 25 patients. A sale of works held in October
realised a net profit of Rs. 200,

RECREATION

14. Both in-door and out-door amusements were well provided through-
out the year, as well as a very successful féte attended by many distinguished
visitors was held on the 22nd December at which patients and the hospital
staff took part in various sporting events. A cinema performance is now held
once monthly. An average of 25 patients enjoy a day at the seaside once
weekly.

ACCOMMODATION
15. A male ward of 40 beds was completed. Another male ward

together with a female admission ward and female iI]ﬁI'lTIEII‘}-" are to be built
this year. Dunlopillo mattresses are now being supplied to the hospital.

Visits

16. Dr. Pridie, the Medical Adviser to the Colonial Office, visited and
inspected the hospital on the 14th January, 1950. The Honourable
Mrs. Rochecouste, an elected member of the Legislative Couneil, inspected the
hospital on the 6th November, 1950.
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The Central Roard of Commissioners of Mental Diseases held 12 monthly
meetings. A Board of Survey was held on 15t December, 1050.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

17. During the year, mass was said every moath and an average of
40 patients attended each service. The civil chaplain of the Church of
England also held services.

STAFF

18. Dr. Vellin was appointed additional Medical Officer on 13th December,
1050.

An additional Gate Keeper was appointed on 1st November, 1950,

Miss White, the Matroa, returned from European leave on 1st March,
1950.

Mr. Arouff the Head Attendant retired on pension on 3rd November, 1950.
Dresser Dhuny proceeded on European leave on 1oth April, 1950.

Three additional female attendants were appointed, two on 1st July, 1950
and one on 1st August, 1950.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

19. In conclusion I would like to thank the Director of Medical Services
and the members of the Central Board for their assistance in the management
of the hospital, and my thanks are also due to the members of the hospital
staff for their co-operation and help.

L. N. R. CouMTy,
Medical Superiniendent,
Mental Hospital,

—u e

APPENDIX 111

Report on the Work of the Division of Entomology for 1950

INTRODUCTION

This report deals largely with the mosquito-survey of dwellings, after the
application of residual insecticides. D.D.T. was used, experimeatally {or the
| first time, in a few huts in Médine sugar estate camp, in 1945(1). As the
experiment showed that dwellings which had sheltered over a thousand
anophelines became free after spraying, and remained so for several months,
ancther experiment, on a larger scale, was made in the Bambous  Médine
Flic-en-Flacq area (2). This was started in 1946, with a survey of the human
population, for spleen and parasitic rates, and a survey of the mosquito
Populatioa in order to ascertain the number in the dwellings, their habits and
the infectivity rate. A spraying with D.D.T. then followed, when 1,240 build-

Lk
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ings were treated,  The mosquito census, which started a week after, showed
that dwellings which had harboured thousands of anophelines, before spraying,
now contained none. Three months after, two A. funesius were found at
Flic-en-Flac. The whaole region was re-sprayed, aad the anophelines dis-
appeared. Such encouraging results led to the start of another experiment
on a much larger scale, in the south-castern part of Grand Port district, on
the 7th of May, 1947. Two months after the application of D.D.T. a survey
showed that no anophelines could be found at Savannah, La Sourdine,
Virginin and Union Vale, whilst 3,079 had been found, during one survey,
before spraying. Ewven ten months after the first application of D.D.T.,
A. funestus could not be found in the area.

These results were so good that an extension of the campaign was con-
templated. It was accordingly decided to seek the co-operation of the Colonial
Insecticides Committee in an attempt to eradicate malaria by means of an
island-wide insecticide campaign. When this had been decided, the census
of the mosquito population was extended to cover as much of the island as
possible, before the advent of the Malaria Eradication Scheme's campaign,
in the early days of 1949. The results of surveys tabulated in this 1950 report
refer, therefore, chiefly to findings made after the application of residuas
SPrayvs.

MOSQUITO SURVEYS

After the treatment of dwellings, searches for mosquito coatinued in the
houses which had shown a great number of insects before spraying. In each
region, adults were looked for in the same blocks that had been searched in
previous years, so that resultzs could be compared. The routine consisted in
day kaock-downs by means of pyrethrum sprays. To be certain that no
anophelines were being missed, especially 4. gambiae, night knock-downs
were also made during the height of the gambiae season.

In all 13,867 rooms were searched and 33,661 mosquitoes were collected
and examined.

Details are given in the tables which follow.

All the houses in the district of Pamplemousses and Riviére du Rempart
had been first treated with Gamexane ; but as, a year after, anophelines still
continued to be found in numbers, in many houses, Gammexane was replaced
by D.D.T. The catches made just before the replacement of Gammexane by
D.D.T. are recorded ia Table A together with those made at Wolmar, where
Gammexane was also being experimented with before the use of DID.T.
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FABLE A

District Cexsus oF THE ApuLt Mosouito Porvration smane CHIEFLY 1N
THE DWELLINGS OF THE CoAsSTAL BELT AFTER GAMEXANE TREATMENT——
Last AprLication pETWEEN 30rH AUGUST AxD 197TH SEMIEMBER

No. of adull mosguilos fowed
No.of No. of —

——ee R e

e

"
diecl- rooms A, funes- A.ogame= . fali-
Ihale Localilv lings  an the firs hircer PTG
i e e e S e
ched  lings ¢ o Q Cg"
PAMPLEMOUSSES—IRIVIERE 11
i REMPART By fnock-elouien
fan. dth ... Haute-Rive ; 4 7 194 1] e — 738
i dth ... Hermitage a 14 | e - e 732
-4 Sth ... lHe d’Ambre Est. 4 16 - —- 2 — A
e 6 ... Pointe-des-Lascars ... 25 S0 41 - - 2.026
s Oth ... Poudre-d'Or .. a2 72 -- - 1454
7 oh ... Grand-Gaube i2 i - - il 1 4
w 1lih ... Melville 33 (it : - - - W
w  12h ... Roches-Noires 11y (%] - - — 32
12th ... Petit-Gamin ... e 2 - . Z — {530
13th ... Wille-Valio : i ] — - = 43
|8 Brack RIvVEk
| Jan. ih ... Waolirar 11 ) 124 4 i I 7
Feb., 1k e I A0 42 2 15 2 i
Feb.,  25th | R T 12 16 2 X0
May 11ih 3 7 Lo - 41 1 141
June  21st 12 .28 28 — 25 - +7

Table I shows the results obtained after the appliction of D.DT —

TABLE B.

Distiicr Cexsus oF THE ADULT MosQuito POPULATION MADE CHIEFLY
I¥ THE DweELLiNGs oF THE Coastal. BELT AFTER THE APPLICATION
or D.D.T.

No.of Neo. of No. of adnull wosuiles foned

diwel-  rooms — e =
3 ale Localify fengs  aw e A, funes- A gasni= G, feris-
x i - sear-  duel- ins i Sy
clhed  Ips = — P o e
PaMPLEMOUSSES— RIVICRE DU ¥ 8 2 ‘=

: REMPART Doy Enock-deicns
Felbs, Ist ... Maule-Nive ... ” 5 14 - - - 47
g .. Ist ... Hermitage : | 1 = - 13
E .. 1st ... lle d’Ambre E=l i il 17 - —— - — 29
s 2nd ... Pointe-des-Lascars ... i 2 4u -— - == 14
by, 3rd ... Melville e 5 - — -- — 19
& .. .#th ... Cap Malhewreux A Y | —- — — - 1
it flh ... Gee. Pointe-aux-Piments 13 4 — . - = 47
. .. 7th ... Trou-aux-Biches ... 32 £7 — = - 31
ek, Bih ... Patit-Gamin ... .. L T e - : 230
.. Bth ... Ville-Valio 3 f E — - i7
... Oth ... Tombeau-Bridge ... 23 i - - - -- 07
.. loih ... Poudre-d*Or o 33 P - - - 32
v 13th ... Haute-Rive ... 4 7} — — - — 03
b  13th ... Hermitige ... N 15 —_ — - - 6
w  13th ... lled'Ambre Est. ... s R 17 —_ E — — 3
v HHth ... Pre, dis Lusears ... sl 5 —- e - — 24
T Fth = ?\IL‘I'L"th‘ i il - I e i riEl — i3
by 28th ... Cap Malheureux .., PP s R - -- - - 97
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No. of No.of  No. of adulls mosquilos foiund

dwel- rooms  — - .
Ihfe Localily lings inthe A. funestus A, gombiac C. pali-
sear- el po—fe—m— —— e il
ched  lings @ o .
PAMPLEMOUSSES—RIVIERE DU Night
REMPART Kook -doaons
March 6th ... lle d'Ambre ... 3 1v —_ — - --- 19
. Oth ... Hermitage 7 12 - -— - - 21
oth ... Haute-Rive K fi 2 - — - 3
7ih ... Pie, Lascars ... 15 36 -- 1 - 43
Oth ... Petit Gamin ... 21 4% - - | 33
itih ... Tombeau Bridge | 47 -— —- 15 | 51
. 3k ... Petit-Gamin ... 20 44 - -- 43 227
Aprill Gith ... lle d"Ambre ... 5 Y] 1 - 12 — 106
i ath ... Hermitage H 13 - - 35 | 1049
nith ... Haute-Rive e o] s e 4 ] - 44 -- 194
Iith ... Ple. Lascars ... o | 25 — — 14 211
13th ... Petit Gamin ... ] 4 - - 10 46
19 ... Pavillon and Cap Malheureny 22 42 - - _ —s 174
2oth ... Pavillonand Cap Malhcurcux 22 42 - - 1 - 2nu
o Mth ... Tombean Bridge ... R 45 : = 32 I N4
A Trow-aus-Biches ... ek By (%] — - i -— 272
May 2nd ... lle dAmbre ... 5 19 -- - 7 - 109
o 2id ... Hermitage 7 13 | - it — and
o Znd ... Haute-Rive 4 i} 2 - 4 — i
rd ... Petit Gamin ... 21 40 — —_ i — 242
4l ... Ple. Lascars 22 37 - - i -- 312
5th ... Pavé Cap Malbeureux 2l 42 = 5 —_ 67
Sth ... Pavé Cap Malheurcux 22 4 - _— i -— 180
Oih ... Trow-aox-Biches 22 1 - — 2 - 144
o b L. Tombeau Bridge 2z dx —— 26 - 17
Juné  Ist ... Ile d’Ambre ... 5 20 — - 4 — 16
= Ist ... Hermitage il 13 - — 110 - i}
v Znd ... Ple. Lascars ... 22 40 [ -_— 11 - 1249
June Ist ... Haute-Rive 4 7 2t S i = a1
o Sth Pavé ... 2 42 . - 72
oith ... Pavillon 22 44 - - - —_ (k]
7ih ... Trov-aux-Biches 2 34 . — o - 71
: il ... Pelit Gamin ... e 28 42 — - -— 101
o 19ih L. Tombean Bridge ... e | 46 — - - —_ — 4
Dray knock-dosens
Julv  7th ... Hauvle-Rive ... 3 12 1 — — — il
e il ...  Hermitage ... 0 16 — - — — 108
7th ... lle d"Ambre Esi 4 17 —_ - — — 15
10ih ... Pointe-des-Iascars .. 23 43 — - 2 - 107
- Ilth ... DPoudre d'Or ... 27 i — - — — 0]
o 12th ... Bois-d'Oiseanx 29 a4 — — | — 1003
13ih ... Melville 21 45 - - L] —_ 45
i 14th ... Cap Malheureux i 178 — — — —_ 141
o ih ...
3 2Mh ... Grand'Baie ... Sk 4 41 _ = = i 19
i 21st ... Trouw-aux-Biches ... 21 Sh = = e 23
e 2 ... Petit Gamin ... 7 15 27 — = = —_ i7
i 2dth ... Tombean-Bridge 23 41 - —- — — 7n
& 25th ... Haote-Rive ... . 4 i - - ~ — 79
i 25h ... Hermitage ... T el | 19 —- - — 43
s st ... Pointe-des-Lascars ... g L 53 — SRR 04
Ang. . Isl ... Haute-Rive ... .. + 7 1 —_ - = q
4 st ... Hermitage ... i 15 - - = = 20
l st ..o lle d’Ambre Est, 3 n = e i e 29
Wis 1!“1 B H.ilu'[U'Hi'lr'IE ik . i 4 5 ! —_ —_— —_—
Wk 1 ;ll‘ and I'Il.l'ﬂﬂilﬂﬂﬂ A EE ana PR ﬁ “] s = _— —_— ?\
w tith o, lled'dmbreEst ... 0 § N = = o 23
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TavrLe B—continned

XNo i Ne. o No. of adulls miosigiiles fonnd

dwel- rogms -~ e S
Ihale I.I'.’l'rlf“j.' f.'lﬂ;{.a: it A, ijr:“‘_qf",-.' k- gambrag C, fali-

SCar=  qwels m—t—— y

ched  Logs Q Cr ’{q'?_

m—  RAEE

BAug 1L ... Ple-des-Lascars - s 2 44 - - e 17
w loth™ ... Poudred'Or ... e 2 72 - L3 43
w  17th ... Cap Malheureux ... R i M I I - = B 103
B IRy L.
e 215t ... Petit-Gamin ... 25 33 = = - - an
i Zist ... Ville-Valio i 7 - — - G
| . 2Ind ... Tombepu-Bridge 33 76 - S £ 43
Bsept. 12th ... Haute-Rive 5 Y = i : 11
o 12th ... Hermitage ... In 18 — el e
w 12th ... lle d’Ambre Esl. e S - —_ = = 3
w 13th ... Pte-des-Lascars 3 34 — - — — (4
w  1dth ... Poudre-d’Or ... An i3 - - G2
b 1oth ... Melleville 33 iy - = = i 139
yw 1Bth ... Cap Malheureux 40 oY - - ir = 30
o 20th ... Petit- Gamin ... A 33 -— — - 16
v 2otk ... Ville-Valio ... S o ] = o 15
k. 215t ... Tombeau-Bridge ... R 45 4 g e 38
10ct. 2nd ... Trou-aux-Biches .. R | [ AR R R %
y Alth ... Haute-Rive ... el 2 — — 41
5 1lith ... Hemmitage ... s 13 . — 6l
w Lith ... [lle d"Ambre Est, ... e 14 : -— - L 122
i 12th, ... Ple-des-Lascars T eo 2 46 . - — — &1
. 13h ... Poudre-d'Or ... s 200 47 - = — 3N
v, 1oth ... Melleville ... fe 29 43 = = i I 36
w 17th ... Cap Malheureux ... EER (AR - - = a7
s 18th ... Tombeau-Bridge ... . 17 — -— — - 26
i 19th ... Cap Malhcureux s L] 42 — = — s =
W 20th ... Pelit-Gamin ... cenn B 24 - - - 32
W 20th ... Ville-Valio ... i o i — : - — 23
E¥Nov. 10ih ... Haute-Rive R 2 - = = : 1)
B 10th ... Hermitage ... wrer dla) 17 . — — — 73
& 10th ... Tle d’Ambre Est. ... s 22 -- - - —_ 12
w  13th ... Pte-des-Lazsrars aia 23 1] - — — - 125
o l4th ... Poudre d'Or .. a2 27 i i - eet 241
w  I5th ... Melleville - e | 21 - - - 2
w I6th ... Cap Malheurcux ... ey 7 - - — o 124
i 20eh ... Pelit-Gamin .., 17 30 - — — = 162
| % 29th ... Peyrebére 43 93 —_— - — = 04
: W jnth BEE
| % 30th ... Grand'Baic ... o L | 25 - - — — i
|
5 Dy Knock-downs
WDec. fst ... Melville : A T S e e 60
i 2nd ... Pelit-Gamin ... 13 27 — — — — 147
w 2nd ... Ville-Valio ... 3 v - - e — X
| % 4th ... Poudre-d'Or... A0 63  — - -- - i
o Lith ... Tombeau Bridge 33 73 - - — — 25
5w 22nd ... Haute-Rive ... 7 16 — —_ - -- 184
v 22nd ... Hermitage ... o 11 22 —-- - - - 102
w 22nd ... lle d’'Ambre Est ; 5 22 - - - — i
w  2th ... Pointe-des-Lascars ... 21 44 — — — — 179
o 0h ... Poudre-d'Or ... 22 30 — - .- — 149
Fraco Night kuock-downs
nﬁﬂ]- 1st ... Pont-Blanc ... i 22 41 - - 1 — i
il 12th ... Ponf-Blanc ... i 42 — - L) - M5
" 14th ... Boelle-Rose ... R i = - - 201
W 28th ... Punt-Blanc ... Hn 23 45 - - a3 [ 158
WAy 31t ... Pont-Blane ... A - - - — 40
-




go

Mar.

April
M;ﬂ.

July

Lh

Dale

11th
Oth
10th
7th
ath
Oth
10th
11th
Hth
il
20th
215t

166h
1 7th
138th
1t h
12¢h
20th
23rd
2dth
15th
16ih
17th

15th
16th
17th
20th
Jlst
25th
20th
249th
h

ard
4ih

o Ath-5th

July
Aung.
!:i-'-:'pt.
Oct.
I"iii'k'.
Dec.

"

3th
#th
Kl
4th
Sth
Gth
4ih
Sl
fth
Jrd
Oth
ith
15th
15th
19¢h

oy

BEd
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Localily

Poste-a-Favelte
Pont-Blanc ...
Pont-Blanc
Palmar
Pant-Blanc
FPalmar
Poni-Blanc
Pont-Blanc
Palimar

Pont Blane:
Falmar
Poni-Blanc

GrAXD Port

Carreau Esnouf
Anse Jonchée

Le Vallon i
Camp Raffia ...

Riviere-des-Créales ..

La sourdine .
Mon-Désert

Virginia
Anse Jonehee
Ferney -

Carrcan Esnoui

Carreau Esnoul
Union=-Vale
Plaine Magnien
Pointe d'Esny
Anse Jonchée
Carrean Esnoul
Anse [onchée
Carrean Esnount
Anse Jonchée

GrAND POkt

Carrean Esnouf
Carrean Esnoul

Anse Jonchée
Bambous Virienx
Carrean Esnouni
Anse Jonchée
Carreau Esnoul

Riviere des Créoles ..

Anse Jonchee
Carrean Ksnouf

Rivicre des Créoles ...

Anse Jonchée
Carrean Esnoul

Riviere des Creoles ...

Anse Jonchée
Carreau Esnout

Riviére des Creoles ...

Anse Jonchee

No.of Xo.of
drcel- rooms

lings
sgarir=  dicel-
ched  lings 'Q'
Dy knock-downs

1 23 >
2w od 4=
A | 31 -

33 (i k] -

28 S0

20 A7 --
e 0 i --
S " 1% -
] 42

15 34

a3 07

iz i

Day kvock-dowss

31 i -
27 s -
20 82 -
4 4 -—
2% 60 02—
33 72 -
an 75 -
19 46 =
20 73
13 58
31 A7

Nught knock-downs

22 42
100 F L]
21 S0
18 4
22 a3 -~
23 45 -
2z 47 =
M 47 -
23 a3 -

Dy Enock-dowicns

s 56
Bt |1 m— -
cow-
sheds iz
27 (k] —
ol i
s ! O3 ey

25 Sy
Ak 53
) (i1

26 A
32 0 -
32 4 -
4] M .
B 45 -
21 Al .
22 44 -
S a9 -
a3 71 s
33 7l —

e e e

i e A funesfus
e T

L daassess 0w son kel ki

No. of adnlls mosquitos formd

i ul ——r —_

A gambiae C. fali-
——Fe—— gl

Q a

I
=2X 5

i
e EpE
m—Cat Tk

71
i

o 17
st 44

- 142
- 14

= | =

L T | ]

]

1 Il-. |

e St B E R

glg'.-.r-n.ul-—l'.ﬂ'kl
[ SLIT RS T

|
(]
ull s

— = 258
- = 20

— = e
-

- - 17

!;_f.
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TABLE B—confinied

No. or No. of

No. of adulls mosquitos fonnd
dwrel- roons ”

p— -

=
A. gambiae €, fali-

Dy Localily Tings in the A funesins
gear-  diel-  o—— e e s
ched  lings @ o o &)
Brack River Bay kwock-douwns
Jan. 2ist Camp Benoit L 1% Kt} - - - — 52
£ 25th Grande Rivicre Noire 33 Firi 2 - 3 - 423
= 27th Bean Songes .. 32 67 = e g I 154
- 24th Pierrefonds 1 12 36 —_ = e —- 34
b 3¢k ... Tamarin Est.... 22 47 - s = £ 400
5 31st ... Les Salines ... o 27 30 4 - 3 —_— 270
Feb, 18th ... Morne-Brabant PR A - — — 1 2z 76
e 2h ... Morne Brabant a2 i -— - -— — Y
b 21st ... Cotean Raftin 2¥ 30 -- — — - 404
L 22nd . La Gauletle ... . Al 70 - — - -— 350
w  23rd ... Case Novale ... e e 3 — = = = 226
L, 24th ... Pelite Case Novale ... 32 7l — - S = 224
Nieght kwock-dowens
Mar. 13th ... Camp Créoles Albion 0 40 —- - 3 .- M
14th ... Grande Riviere Noire nm 43 -_ - 1 - 43
k 21zt ... Fliccen-Flac ... 19 44 — —- ] -— 15
o 22nd Camp-Gallet ... o 14 a3 - o -— — 85
o 23rd ... Gauthier S i 1% 40 19 - 37 - g2
o 24h ... Baie-du-Tamarin 22 Al = i i s 2=
w  27th ... Bambous A . 22 42 - - 4 —- {3t
April  3rd ... Amna(la Iv‘.‘.t.l.t'alh.:! o 20 e - - — — 30
o dh ... Belle Isle b ., 8 22 — — 1 - 23
i 4th ... Camp Lallah I[’lrlulmf:l 1 19 - - 1 — 03
e th ... Clarence 17 43 iy 1 20 -— H3
e 17th Gros Cailloux e b 47 - — 4 —- 212
v 18th Camp Creoles ’.Ehmn 23 44 - — - - 04
d 21st Girande !-’.u iere Noire 22 e o 4 1 192
May 1l Camp Créoles Albion 22 43 == 2 e 105
Nuighi
kiock-downs
| May 12th Canot.. . 22 43 — — — - 103
e 15ih Mon Repos by 17 - - e - 36
o Iath Bambous 14 a2 - — - .- |0
w lath Belle-1sle bes en H 21 - — 2 =a 46
.. l16th Camp Lalab ... - 10 20 - — X — 0
. 17th Camp Galets {\{udlutl 14 57 - 12 225
v 18th ... Awnna (La Retraite) . 20 ) - - B3
A Ith ... Clarence b +41 = = i
v 32nd ... Gauthier ; 1% 41 4 5
e A Baie-du-Tombean 22 45 - - -- - 16
i 25ih Grande Riviere Noire 2] 4 - 2 73
1 Flic-en-Flac 21 Sl 2 33
[ June 13th ... Camp Créoles {Hhmu} 23 44 - 15
1 14th Belle-1sle ] 21 — 14
o 14th Camp Lalah ”lrledu'u: 1 20 - 1 18
v 15th Camp Galets .. 14 57 27
o 16th Anna Est e X 53 G 31
i 19th Flic-en-Flac ... 20 54 -- 1 43
i 20th Clarence ] 41 . 17
w 22ud . Gauthier ; 15 40 i s
. 23rd ... Baie du Tamarin 22 45 28
o 20th ... Grande Riviére Noire 23 +7 — | I_H
w  2ith .. Pelite Wiviére Noire... 2 120 ] 253
. 28Hh ..
v 2th ... Tamann Est, 4 L g 134
] 30th an




02

Mov.

Dec.

DPale

&th
27th
28th
28th
20th

2nd
2nd
ard
4th
4ih

Sth

7th
12th
23rd
24th
26th
28Lh
204
Ih
st
Ist

15t
2nel
11th
11th

16th
22nd
23rd
25th
25th
26th
20th
27th
28th
20th
20th
Jrd
14th
21s1
23rd
24ih
24h
25th
25th
2tnh
27th
28th
30k
Jlst
Hh
Llth
22nd
Sth
fith
il
7th
sth
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Localify

Walmar &
Camp-Créoles-! Albion
Canot ... i
Gros Cailloux =
Wolmar o
Gauthier
Baig du Tambeau ...
Grande Riviere Noirg
Petite Riviére Noire...
Caze Novale...
Wolmar - .
Les Salines ...
Flic-en-Flac ... -
L“lmp-l:rmles-.-ﬂhmn
Canot . ;

Flic-en- I-'I'u G
Grauthier e
Petite Riviére Noire
Grande Riviére Nojre
Clarence
Camp La Bone o
Case Novale ...
Wolmar s e
Flic-en-Flac ..

Anna Estate ...

Wolmar i
Camp Créoles Albion
Walmar e o
Canot . o
GGros Lmllmtw:
Crauthier
Baie du Tamarin
Grande Riviere Noire
Petile Riviére Noire
Clarence
Camp La Boue o
Casze Novale ...
Wolmar
Waolmar ke .
Camp Crénles Albion
Canot . 55 e
(iros L.ulh K
(:‘mtlm,r

e du Tamarin
Black I-!n-c'r 5
Petite Riviere Nmr:;-
Wolmar

Clarence e
Case Noyale ...
Waolmar

Waolmar S

Camp Créoles \.Ihmn
Camyp Créoles Albion
Gauthier i
Baie du Tamarin
Petite Riviere Noire
Grande Riviere Noire

No. of Nz, of
iiied-  rooms

dings  in the
sear-  fivel-
ched  lings 9
.!'.};H'
knock-closons
B e U 2"{!- .
E g 4 -
11 24 -
Te il 25 ——
R |- 3l -
PV 1 41 -
10 23 e
v 30 62 —
pm E ] 5 ik
SR | 54 e
4 10 —
28 02 —
it A7 -
A3 i -
k11| a =
P | 34 o
wwn Ilj 33‘ e
EEm 3? 53 P
32 s s
o 34 —
R 7 -
a2 72 —_—
s ol 27 |
L ] -F" 33 -
[§ Is —
Dy knock-downs
o | | 26 1
] 4+ o
e | 27 2
5 i 26 -
o T 157
- }- 15
prn ]
s 1 (] —
e (i) —_
3 28 =
14 34 e
31 % =
pin 26 s
5 22 —_
22 45 =
It sl
11 v -
16 30 - -
a 14
21 44 -
22 46 —
i 23 e
11 26 -
21 30 —
ih 25 acls
10 23 —
32 {4y -
33 (1] -
14 L 3
i3 33 —_
33 08 —
33 73 S

P )

Q,

A1 V1o o [ ) I I

S e [ 1

I 2

11 |

Tl

o [ ] ) 1 it g N M Wl I

No. of adults mosqnitos found

e

—_————

A funestns A, ganbioe ¢ farti-

el N | 1]

?

I P N (6 AP (ST [ (P [ [ (A

] A 1 R

155 (06BN 1 ST I A S
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TABLE B—-continued

No.of No.of XNo. of adnits mosqgeirfos o

dwnd- rooms ~- -
Pty Lovalily lings tn the A, funestus A, gambiae C. fufi-

sear-  duel- rete— ) —— e s

cled  lings Q@ 5 [

Dec. Sh .., Wolmar =55 A 24 - - = e 5
w 12th ... Case Noyale ... LA 77 -- - — 190
T I3th ... Chamarel 2 B PR 25 = = E e 1
v ldth ... Chamarel ., e (i - : - = 32
i 27th ... Gauthier R | 3l = — = : 19

Port Loris My knock-dosours
Dec.  30th ... Port Lonis ... e e - — - — 12
Mok Night knock-doious
Mar, 29th ... [Pailles P e i T 53 = - — == 423
Day knock-downs

Julv  15h ... Pailles T [ 3 — — — = 12
4 20th ... DPailles ool 42 — - — - 33

Aug. 19th ... [Pailles doo HF 43 - - - - 25

Sept. 301k ... Pailles o kh -- — - — an

Nov., I1ith ... Beau Bois .., ] 3 2 - - — 40
5 2lat ... Beau Bois ... e ] 43 4 —_ - = L]
i 21st ... Ripailles PR [ 37 - — - 12

Day knock-downs

Nov., 23rd ... Bean Bois .. I ia 1 -- - - 212
v 24th ... Nouvelle Découverte P iz - e 2 i1
v 2oth ... Malinga s st 14 - _ --- ~- 43

Créve-Coeur ... s T 22 . — - — 57

wo &l ... L'Avenir e w7 —_ - - 111
28h ... L'Avenir en: 2R i) - - - 1|

. 28th ... Bewm-Bois ... v 10 it 22 — 43

Dec, 16h ... Bein-Bois ... R 27 Ly 1 30
: 16th ... Pailles w19 42 — - — 0]

Negld kvock-dosens
Prarxes WinHrys
Mar. 28th ... Bemo-Bassin, Crownland ... 17 ) — - - —_ 1,003

ANOPHELINE INCIDENCE
A, Funestus

Adults. Pamplemousses and Riviere du Rempart districts were sprayed,
for the first time, during the second half of January. Soon after, A. funestus
ceased to be found. During the months of March to September, however,
four females were found at Haute Rive, one at Cap Malheureux and another
at Melville, during day-time catchings, and thirty-two at Haute Rive, one at
Ile d'Ambre, one at Hermitage and another at Pointe-des-Lascars during
night-catchings.

At Moka twenty-six were found in November and December, at Beau
Bois. A survey was then made of the whole region lying within a triangle
having, as base, the mountain-range between Nouvelle Découverte and Bois
| Chéri, and as apex St. Pierre. The results, which were negative, seem to
indicate that the localized focus at Beau Bois might have been started by
insects which came up through the pass, above Crive Coeur, when that
village was treated with D.D.T. After spraying, A. funstus was no longer
encountered at Beau Bois,
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In the district of Black River, six were found at Grande Riviére Noire,
four at Wolmar, twenty-two at Gauthier and seven at Clarence.  Those
findings were in untreated huts, some of them new ; others, closed at the time
of spraying. After treatment, the searches became negative.

In the districts of Port Louis, Plaines Wilhems, Flacq, Grand Port and
Savanne, no A. funestus were found during the year. The insect has, in fact,
not been seen in these districts for nearly two years, now.

Larvae. From January to March larvae were found at Haute Rive ;
and up to August, in the coastal belt of Black River, between Wolmar and
Case Novale. In all these places, the searches became negative after the
re-spraying of habitations.

A. Gambiae

Adults. None were found in Plaines Wilhems and in Moka. Very few
were encountered at Savanne and at Port Louis. In these districts of Grand
Port,Flacq, Riviere du Rempart, Pamplemousses and Black River, many
adults were found not only during the night, but also by day, as can be seen
from the tables. At Pamplemousses, however, in the coastal zone, between
Grand Gaube and Pointe aux Piments, only eighteen adults were found,
during the height of the breeding season.

Larvae. As for adults, no larvae were found in Plaines Wilhems and
Moka : and very few in Savanne and Port Louis. Breeding was intense
throughout the vear, in the coastal belt, in the districts of Black River,
Pamplemousses, Riviere du Rempart and Grand Port. In Pamplemousses,
however, very few larvae were found in the zone mentioned above, between
Grand Gaube and Pointe aux Piments, in which oiling was carried out. In
Grand Port, no larvae were found between Mon Désert and Riviére des
Créoles. In this zone, all the major breeding-places were done away with

during the last war, and maintenance is extremely good.

A. Maculipalpis

Adults. None were found in houses during day-time knock-downs. At
night, four adults were found in huts at Black River and none in the other
districts.

Larvae. In Black River, larvae were found to be fairly commoa all
along the coastal belt. They were met occasionally in Pamplemousses district.
In the others, they were found once at Poudre d'Or ; once at Vieux Grand |
Port, twice at Petit Cap ; and were not seen in Port Louis, Plaines Wilhems, |
Moka and Flacq.

Accidental imtroduction of mosquitoes by air
In the plane which reached here on the 14th of March, 1950, a dead
anopheline was found after disiasectization. [t turned out to be a female
A. SQUAMOSHS. My colleague, Dr. F. Doucet, the parasitologist of the Institul
de Recherche Sciem'ifique of Tananarive, when informed of the fact, imparted
it to Dr. R. Paulian, the Dwectewr-adjoint, who in turn reported the matter to
Dr. Jeansotte, the Director of Medical and Sanitary Services, asking the latter




MEDICAL AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT 05

whether it would not be possible to have the planes desinsectized before the
take-off from Arivonimamo and, later, from the Réunion aerodrome so as
to reduce the risk of further introductions into Mauritius. This procedure has
been adopted since.
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in the Control of Malaria over an area of 16 square miles in Mauritius. Colony
of Mauritius, Pub. No. 4o, 1947, Goverament Printer. :

S. GEBERT,
27th April, 1951. Enfomologist, Medical Services.

APPENDIX 1V

Report on Nutrition Work for 1950

1. Village Health Workers. One of the Village Health Workers estalhishel
m Mahebourg was transferred to Long Mountain to assist Mrs. H. André,
and two others were transferred from Surinam Social Welfare Centre to Camp
Diable Day Nursery.

The activities of the Village Health Workers were :

(a) Home Visiting. During the year 5,211 families were visited. Home
visiting is now highly appreciated by the mhabitants as they realize
the necessity and importance of such visits. This gives them, parti-
cularly the expectant and nursing mothers, the opportunity of
obtaining individual help and advice from the Village Health
Workers.

Home wvisits afford the Village Health Workers the advantage of
contracting the persons individually and thus become familiar with
them and their needs.

(b) Home treatment. This has been of much help mostly to children and
the aged.

(¢c) Demonstrations. Practical demonstrations on mothercraft, preparation
of artihicial feeding, care of babies and sewing babies’ garments have

proved most helpful.

Besides, the Village Health Workers have helped in the various activities
tof the different centres, namely: in distributing milk, weighing babies and
recording weights, distributing medicine and in aate-natal clinic.  They also
helped the Medical Officers on consulting days at Long Mountain and
Mahebourg Hospitals,
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The Mobile Dispensary has been most welcome to the inhabitants of
Surinam since August last, and the Village Health Worker has assisted the
Medical Officer and the dresser and has attended to the patients.

In Mahebourg, the Village Health Worker has been twice a week in the
Mobile Dispensary to the outskirts of Mahebourg. She spared no efforts in
helping the dresser and the inhabitants.

In Long Mountain, the Village Health Worker also helped the Dispenser
of the locality three times weekly.

Since October last, in Long Mouatain and the neighbourhood, it has been
possible to issue milk to some nursing mothers from funds provided by the
Public Assistance Department.

In Surinam the sewing and cookery classes have been well appreciated,
Unfortunately, the cookery classes did have to stop through the ceatre having
moved to a new building and to lack of proper equipment ; but it is hoped
to start this class in the course of 1951.

In Camp Diable, the Village Health Workers have, in addition to their
work at the Nursery, started some house visiting, once a week, and their
cfforts in this direction have been appreciated.

The Village Health Workers both in Surinam and Camp Diable attended
Souillac Hospital once a week for nearly four months to study dressing and
other treatments likely to prove unuseful to them in their work.

Simple talks have been given to schoolchildren in Surinam and
Mahebourg and to girls attending the sewing and cookery classes at Surinam
Social Welfare centre.

In addition, where it was possible to do so, medicine was given to those
who needed it ; poor and needful cases were recommended to Poor Law
Officers : babies were recommended to Child Welfare Centres for milk ; old
age persons were recommended for pension and transport facilities were
provided to patients requiring treament in hospital.

Work in co-operation with other Government Departments and Village
Councils has proved most helpful and valuable.

2. Camp Diable Day Nursery. Two Village Health Workers are
attached to Camp Diable Day Nursery which started in February, and ten
children were admitted thereto after examination by the G.M.O. Savanne.

As a rule, the G.M.O. Savanne attends to the children at Day Nursery
at least once every fortnight.

The members of the Village Council and the public in general highly
appreciate this new departure and the work that is being done at the

Nursery. |
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, His Excellency the Governor and Lady Blood, the Honourable the
Colonial Secretary and Mrs. Harford, His Worship the Mayor of Port Louis,
members of the Legislative Council and members of the public interested in
isocial work, visited the Nursery during the period under review. All the
visitors had a favourable impression of the atmosphere and the general
:‘!f:,'onditic-ns prevailing at the Institution.

The children are kept at the Nursery from ecarly moring till about
J3.m p.m. and every thing teads to prove that they really enjoy their stay.

The cost of the Nursery per child per mensem is approximately : —

i R5. ¢
Food Y10

Servanl ... — e

Fuel bl

Sundries ... an

Toran e 1200

The parents contribute R. 1 weekly towards the cost.  As regards: —

(a) Health. General improvement.  Children looking cheerful and
enthusiastic.

(b) Weight. The children have been weighed every month. The
average increase was 1-7 kg. for the year.

(¢) Cleanliness. The children have got acquainted with the use of
spoons, beds and have acquired regular habits,

Though the demand for a bigger accommodation is great, it is not
\possible to admit a greater number of children until such time as some other
‘suitable building becomes available,

It is worth mentioning that the Nursery has been functioning for nearly
eleven months and that this new departure has proved most satisfactory in
every line, -

| 3. Milk Distribution Scheme. The Milk Distribution Scheme started in
April.  As there was some prejudice against the use of skimmed powder milk,

cream milk has been supplied to all primary schools of the island,
wenty gms. of milk powder and ten gms. of raw sugar being issued to each
ischoolchild for a milk drink of half a pint. This drink costs approximately
139 cents per child and provides the following food factors: —

Calorres Profein  Calcini

g e

i 20 grams milk powder ... i T 551 l_i"-f_}
L0 grams raw SUgar .. we 4D — 73

TOTAL vaar 137 51 18775

; Schools wete visited in company of Mr. Sevremont, Officer in charge of
l"‘h& Milk Distributing Scheme, and instruction and practical dun]unslratmﬂs
¥ere given to schoolteachers as to the proper preparation of the milk powder,

&
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Visits were also made with a view to controlling and to helping in the
preparation of the milk powder. Attention was also given to the care and
maintenance of milk ustensils and tea-towels.

All steps were taken to ensure that the milk powder issued was always of
cood quality and any complaint to that effect was closely examined.

4. Inststwtional feeding.—(a) Advice and practical help was given to
Poor Law Institutions and one week was spent in daily visits to one in
particular in order to demonstrate the correct preparation and cooking of food
and to introduce more variety in the diet.

(b) A weekly menu was drawn for one of the Orphanages at the request
of the manager of that institution.

(¢) An experiment was carried out in one créche to demonstrate the
effect of a high protein supplement on malnourished infants. Results of this
exper.ment is given at 5 (&),

fd) Prisons. As the prisoners showed some reluctance to have the yeast
tablets, means were devised so that they may have the veast in some other
way. In this connection, food yeast at 3 gms. per head per diem is now
incorporated in the pulses.

Periodic visits are made to the kitchens in order to check the diet and
the quantities given,

5. Food Trials.—(a) Food Yeast. At the request of the Superintendent
of Prisons who pointed out that the prisoners showed some unwillingness to
have the yeast tablets, trials as to the incorporation of food yeast in bread
were made at Beau Bassin Prisons. (Food Yeast from Jamaica).

This experiment showed that the incorporation of food yeast in bread
demands careful and adequate supervision to be successful. Furthermore as
the fortified bread was darker in colour than the ordinary one, the Superin-
tendent of Prisons shared the view that this might create dissatisfaction on the
part of the prisoners.

Food yeast at 3 gms. per head per diem is therefore being incorporated |
in the pulses and is undetectable. This method is much more advisable, casily |
done and quite acceptable to the prisoners,

(Local food yeast is being supplied to the Prisons since March 1050).

(b) Cliftol. A small experiment with ** Cliftol "' powder was conducted
at Belle Rose Créche on seven undernourischd children selected by
Dr. André, D.D.M.S., with a view to ascertaining its effects on malnutrition.

The experiment lasted nearly four months,
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The quantities of Cliftol given were at the beginning of the experiment,
5 gms. for babies below 15 months and 10 gms. for those above one year
(average 5 vears). These were increased as the response from the nutritional
view point was considered to be poor, although weight increase was
satisfactory.

In the last month of the experiment, babics below one year reccived
15 gms. daily and the others 25 gms. daily. The optimum dosage has not
qbem worked out satisfactorily owing to the short duration of the experiment.

While the experiment was in progress, four children of approximately
the same age and weight as four other children under treatment served as
icoatrol and were weighed regularly.

The increases in weights were as follows: —

Nilos
Children under freatment ... i JERiE
Control o R 1 '

All the children of the institution were weighed weekly with the following
Jiresults :

A VErage [NCrcase e weight

A,

— — e

During After
perimd frealnent
af for same
freafmentd period

12{i lo 315 43 to 26/8

kilograms Filograms
Seven children who received cliftol 1 to 4 : _l'l*é'i
Thirteen children not receiving cliftol ... 1to U 13

The satisfactory increase in weight was not the only feature of the
| experiment. At its conclusion the children lost their more obvious siga of
malnutrition. They were more alert, had lost their puffiness and had more
or less the same appearance, energy and enthusiasm as the other children.

It must be pointed out that the experiment was conducted during the
greater part of the summer months. [t would appear that after the discon-
tinuance of the treament (from exhaustion of supplies) the undernourished
| children did not fare as well as the other children. (normal). Also, the
greater increase in weight of the normal children during the second period is
probably due to seasonal factors, which acted adversely on the undernourished

group.

CONCLUSION
Cliftol powder administered to children suffering from gross malnutrition

i produced a satisfactory increase in weight and removed the signs of
malnutrition.

The experiment ended too soon as it is apparent that the satisfactory
Jmcreasﬁ in weight was not maintained at its high level once the powder was

withdrawn,

E
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It may be that badly nourished children should be kept on cliftol for
some moaths after a satisfactory response has been obtained. |

The report on this experiment has been drafted in consultation with
Dr. H. André, D.D.M.S.

=

6. Survey Work. The simple questionnaire survey was carried out in
schools in districts representing different living conditions ; fourteen schools
in four different areas were chosen and the survey carried out in those bchmls"
with the help of the teachers. '

The results so far analysed give information regarding food habits and
the frequency of consumption of different foodstuffs in different areas.

SIGNs OF Foop DEFICIENCY
About 1,300 children attending the schools selected for the nutrition
survey were examined for signs of food deficiency. Evidence of this was
generally found but particularly marked in the schools of Black River district -1

and of Poudre d'Or Village.
]

It is hoped to issue yeast tablets to those schools carly in 1951. 3

7. Talks. These have been given to mothers and girls at Surinam and
Camp Diable Social Welfare Centres.

8. Port Louis Créche. Some time after the setting up of the Day
Nursery in Camp Diable by the Department, the Municipality of Port Louis
followed suit. A créche was created in Port Louis. Though not under the
control of the Medical Department, the Assistant Nutrition Officer was asked
by His Worship the Mayor of Port Louis to help in its organisation. This was
readily done and the town is now endowed with a social necessity.

ra—

o R —

[ wish to express my heartfelt thanks to the Civil Commissioner South
and Mrs. Lovelace, to Mrs. H. André, to the G.M.O. Savanne and to the
members of the Camp Diable Village Council for their help, interest and
co-operation in the work and to the teachers who are giving so much help in
carrying out the survey in schools,

ELsiE L. GEEREEDHARRY,
Assistamt Nutrition Officer,
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