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I'nfiuensa.—The only important epidemie during the year was that of influenza of the “Asian’ type.  Late in April
outbreaks of illness having the features of influenza began to oceur in countries to the north of Australia.  An influenza
virns, izolated from patients with the illness, was given the name Influenza Vires AfAsia 57, This was of a type not
previously tsolated in Australia.  In May a cirenlar was sent by the Department to local boards of health with informa-
tion rogarding this influenze which was then spreading in epidemic form in Asia. In June information was received
from the Commonwealth Departent of Health that inflaenza viras vaecine containing the new sub-type virns would
be available ; it was offered to State health departments on a population basiz after Commonwealth requirements
had been met.,

The Bouth Anstralian Government decided to purchase all vaceine made available to Bouth Australia, amd the
Department of Public Health was authorized to issue it for hospital staffs, including ambulance personnel amd other
auxiliary services, stafls of boards of health, and expectant mothers, The vaccine was later made available for other
groups, including medical practitioners and nurses not in the first groups, Harbors Board Department pilots, harbour
police, migration officers, and officers of the Sheriff and Gaols and Prisons Depurtment. The issue, costing £5,007
was made up as follows :—Government and subaidized hospitals, 5,092 ampoules ; private hospitals and rest homes,
2,733 ampoules ; expectant mothers, 1,527 ampoules; boands of health and Department of Public Health, 2,642
ampoules ; others, 531 ampoules,

During July, reports were received from many parts of the State of sporadie illnesses which resembled descriptions
received of influenza consed by the Asian-type virns, Towards the end of July, an epidemic of a mild influenza-like
illness was repoarted from Mount Gambier. During early Auguat the illness spread to Naracoorts and Bordertown in
epidemic form. At the same time reports wers received of a mild epidemic of an influsnza-like illness at Whyalla,
followed a week later by reports of a similar epidemic at Spalding. From these centres the epidemic spread almost
simultancously to all parts of the State. It reachd its peak in the metropolitan arca towards the end of Angust.
Medical practitioners are not required to report sporadic casea of influenza, and the number of cases roported (1,199)
in this euthreak is probably only & small proportion of the actual number infected.

Arrangements were made for throat washings to be collected from patients with typical forms of the illness as
soon a8 it ecenrred in epidemic form in South Australia, and the specimens were forwarded to the Institate of Medical
and Veterinary Seience for investigation. Reports were later roceived that influsnza viruses similar to the Influenza
Yirus AjA=ia/57 had been isolated from throat washings from patients at Naracoorte, Bordertown wnd Spalding.
Deaths attributed to the epidemic were 35 ; the majority were due to intercurrent infection in the very old or very
young, and it is doubtful if the virns direetly cansed a death. Tt is diffionlt to assess the value of the vaccine. It was
not made available in South Australia quickly enough for maximum immunity to be established before the epidemic
arrived. It is obviously difficult to prepare large supplies of a vaceine to deal with a newly-arrived virns,  Investiga-
tions of sickness rates suggest that the vaccine gave some degree of protection if exposure ocenrred after about two weeks
from time of inceulation. The widespread publicity given to the disease by press and radio was o mixed blessing.
While it caused many people to take greater eare of their illnesses, it alao cansed some unnecessary public alurm.

Leprosy.—One case was reported, & relapse of o very old infection acquired originally in Burma, The paticnt is
responding to treatment. It is plensing to note that superstitious fear of thiz disease scoms to be disappearing.

Ornithosis. —One ease was reported, a worker in a city pet shop,  The definite source of the infection was not elicited.

Infeclive Hepalitis.—The incidence seems to be falling. This may be due to widespread aequired immunity.
Overseas opinion regards the incidenes of this disease as an index of the efficioncy in o community of preventive sanita-
tion against fascal contamination of food and water. Improvement in that regard may explain the decline of cases
reported.

Lead Poisoning.—The cases reported were all seute ones due to the ingestion of lead paint by small children.
No case of chronic or industrinl leading ocenrred.

Tetaners.—The inerease of notifications to 15 has caused concern and a full inquiry is under way by the staffs of
the Royal Adelaide and Adelaide Children's Hospitals,. The treatment of this disease has greatly progressed and a
fatal termination is now by no means the rale, Immunization by toxeid is steadily extending through the community,
and should continue. It is to be hoped that suecessful treatment will not lead to publiec apathy,

6. POLIOMYELITIS

During the year under review 16 cases including one death were reported as due to poliomyelitis. The yearly
figurea for the epidemic which commened in May, 1949, appear in Table 3.

TABLE &
Canes, Deatha.
rhor Total, Metropalitan Other Tatal
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