Report / Department of Public Health, Tasmania.

Contributors

Tasmania. Department of Public Health.

Publication/Creation
Hobart : Govt. Printer, [1962]

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/hhzy4pgd

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/



















19862,

{No. 56.)

Report of the Department of Health Services for the Year
Emled 30th .lune, 1962

Department of Health Services,
Hobart, 21st November, 1962.

The Hon. the Minister for Health.

I have the honour to present the Report of the
artment of Health Services for the period 1st
July, 1961, to 30th June, 1962,

LEGISLATION

1. Cosgrove Park Aet

FProvidez for further development at Cosgrove
Park. A separate committee haz been set up to
raise funds for the building of a block of flatlets
to be run in eonjunction with the rest of the
unit at Cosgrove Park.

2. War Veterana” Home (Management) Aet

The War Veterans' Home Act was passed by
Parliament in 1937 and provided for the Govern-
ment to take over and run Gellibrand Houze. It

'3 apparently intended at that time to introduce
the Management Bill to provide statutory powers
for the Board of Management to administer the
Home, However, owing to the War and the ‘Fﬁ
sage of time, the Bill was never introduced. Thi
new Act remedies the situation.

3. Hospitals Act

Provides hospital employvees with similar
conditions to public servants in regard to long
service leave.

4. Pharmacy Act

In 1959, Parliament amended the Act to provide
that certain medicines and drugs approved by
the Pharmacy Board eould be sold in grocers’
shops. This amendment permits the list to con-
tinue for a further two years.

5. Sexmal Ofences Act

Thiza amendment provides for examination
ordera and proceedings after examination for
sexual offenders, following Court proceedings.

6. Meereroft Home for the Aged
The amendment provides for the allocation of
more land to the Meercroft Home for the Ared
Eu“dr g0 that it can develop homes for the aged
}"_
(1) building three more duplex homes (i.e.,
six altogether).

(2} planning for the extension of the
hospital, when it becomes vacant on
completion of the new maternity
hospital, as a home for zingle aped

people.

. Radioactive Substances Act

Thv: Act was passed some years ago and since
its inception certain difficulties have arisen.
These amendments are to abolish that section of
the Act which obviates the necessity for doctors,
dentista radiographers and veterinary surgeons to
be licensed for the purpose of possessing or hous-
ing X-ray machinery. The amendments also pro-
vide for authorized persons to enter premises to
inspect or test any radioactive substances or
irradiating apparatus. A further amendment
provided for power to make repulations govern-
ing the issue of different types of licences,

8. Public Health Aet

Thiz amendment provides statutory authority
for the Government to make payments to Muni-
cipal Authorities desirous of fluoridating water
supplies.

0. Medical Act

The amendment to the Medical Act was neces-
gary because students who have recently com-
pleted their medical duties at Australian univer-
sities, but who are not British subjects, are not
eligible for professional registration in Tasmania
during their compulsory one yvear's postgraduate
training. It was most desirable to amend the
Act in order that the services of these doctors can
be abtained for Tazmania and in order that they
can complete their medical training in Australia
and become eligible for full registration through-
out most of the British Commonwealth

10. St Jokn's Park Improvement Aet

Providez for the closure and remowval of the
cemetery at St, John's Park, and for the eon-
version of this area into a place of quiet reereation.

DEPARTMENTAL REVENUE

The revenue for the vear 1961-62 amounted to
£434,213, which was £26,067 more than that for

1960-61. Comparative receipta were:—

1960-61 196162

£ £

District Norsing 14,008 12,707
Mothereraft Home 4,102 4,354
Government Analyst 1,243 T80
Nurses' Registration Fees TED 1,678
Pharmaceutica]l Benefits | 87871 84,881
Nelumie Home 1,667 1,780
Mher Foez and Licences 1,553 1,283
Red Cross Blood Trnmfusinh B.A2 E. 776
Poliomyelitis Injections 1,837 Td0

Sub-Tatal £118,280 £113,008
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1960-61 1061-62
£§E 10 f’l’ﬂ
Lachlan Park Hospital I 11,1 e
Millbrook Rise Psychopathic Home 15,524 16,526
Government Institution for Defee-
tives ke L AT 8,148 12,827
Lachlan Park Farm Suspense 2348 725
St. John'"s Park . T R B2.301 81,306
Chest Hospitals 170,257 1860, 260
£408,146 £434.213

DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURE.
The expenditure for the year from the Appro-
priation Act waz £3,848,529 which was an increase
of £348.574 over 1960-61. Comparative cosis

WEe [=—

]ﬂﬁiﬂ-ﬁl ]Eﬁl;ﬂ
Administration gl e e e 74,741 E1. 2407
Hoapital and Medical Serviees 52,0008 56,667
Nationnl Fitness . ... .. .. .. .. 12,268 13,106
Nurses' Registration Board 1,154 1,227
Medieal Services—Country  Dis-

tricts ) b TR A e 44 602 40,2407
District Mursing Serviee . . . 6297 77,210
Public Health—Admiristration 33,923 44,202
School Medical Servies 3 #3624 35,1584
School Dental Service e e 50,253 57,771
Child Health Serviee E6442 56,811
Mothercraft Home .. ... .. 28,004 28,387
Government Analvst .. ... ... .. 19,374 18,738
Grants to Hoapitals . .. 1,824 200 2080482
Other Grants IR BE 52 116,788
Tuberculosis Division—Administra-

o R T L iy e S PR B B6,600 08,763
Chest Hoapitals .. .. ... ... .. .. 149,518 148,797
Mental Health—Administration ... 30,612 38,947
Lachlan Park Hospital and Mill-

brook Home .. . : 631,850 ET1,276
Nelomie Home, Launceston ... .. ... 7.254 10,480
2t. John's Park : 215,709 352296

£3,500,155 £3,848,620

BUuiLMNG PROGRAMME

The gross expenditure for the year from Loan
Funds was £1,455,162. Of this amount £15,000
was refunded by the Commonwealth Government
as its contribution to the Chest Clinic at the
Royval Hobart Hospital. The Tasmanian Govern-
ment Insurance Office also paid an amount of
£2000 covering the insurance of the contents of
the Men's Hostel at Lachlan Park Hospital, which
was destroyed by fire. Further refunds amounting
to £923 were also received, leaving a net expendi-
ture of £1,437,289. Important works completed
or suhstnntinily completed during the year
inclode—

St. John's Park—New office accommodation.

Queen  Alexandra Maternity Hospital—Remodel
Labour Wards.

Bpencer Hospital, Wynyard—New X-ray Depart-

ment.
Lyell District Hospital—New Outpatients’ and
X-ray Dopartment.

Works in progress include—

Lachlan Park Hospital—Two Medical Oficers'
residences,

Royal Hobart Hospital—New Outpatients’ Depart-
ment; air conditiowing operating theatres.

Mersey General Hmipitnl—'l:onwrt old  gencral
hospital to Geriatric Hospital; new Maternity

Hozpital, Dievonport.
Smith District Hospital—New hospital and
nurses”

Spemeer IHn:pir:a.I—New Geriatric Wing.
Queen Vieloria Hospital —additions and reconstrucs

tion.

Burnie General Hospital—Additionsl floor pro-
widing new operating theatre suites,

New Norfolk—New District Hospital.

Scottsdale—New operatimg theatre; alterations to
kitchen; nurses' dining room, and stores; new
wing to Murses' Home.

U]m::;{nﬂt-ﬂtw Nurses' Home and Services
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During the vear we received the very welcome
news from the Council for Scientific and Indus-
trial Research Organization and Department of
Mines that as a result of their very extensive and
detailed investigations on the proposed site of
the new Queen Victoria Hospital at Launceston,
it was determined that this project could pro-
ceed. Thus ended a long period of doubt during
which this Department was greatly distressed by
being made the subject of bitter and unjust
criticizm.

As stated in last wear's report, continued
activity u‘p to the maximum permitted by the
amount of Loan Funds granted to this Depart-
ment has been pursued.

As will be seen from the list above a large
number of major undertakings are in active
stages of progress. As in the past forward plan-
ning continues to ensure that necessary works are
commenced to the maximum of the Department’s
competence,

OFFICIAL OPENINGS

On the 6th August, 1961, the then Acting
Minister for Health and Minster for Edueation
{Hon. W, A Neilson, M.H.A.) officiall cfenad
the new Women's Hospital Divizsion at St. John's
Park., This provides fifty-two female beds. The
suggestion was made that this new wing Id
be named the * Bruce Carruthers Wing"™ in
%n‘ﬁmm:-.r of m;rl predecessor D{&Bml ded'?l Tﬂ

is proposal was genera applau a
received wholehearted su t, in view of
fact that Dr. Carrutheras always showed a most
intense and active interest in the work of St
John's Park. The new wing, therefore, is now
called the Bruce Carruthers Wing.

You will recall the opening of the new Nurses'
Home at Lachlan Park Hospital, which 'ﬁ:m
opened officially on 6th December, 1962, iz
very fine building provides accommodation for
forty-five nursing staff and eight domestic staff.
The building incorporates all the latest ideas in
nurses’ accommodation and is a major step for-
ward in the reconstruetion of Lachlan Park
Hoszpital. It iz hoped that the provision of these
new guarters will assist in the recruitment of
trained nursing staff.

The 15th December, 1961, also brings to mind
yvour official opening of the IE_‘:fmrr Hostel attached
to the Launceston General Hospital. This hostal
provides accommodation for those people from
the country who have of necessity to stay in
Launceston for periodic deep X-ray therapy at

the hospital over a week or so. In the such
country vizitors have been put to a t deal of
expense and dizcomfort by having to find their

own accommaodation in the city and, in addition,
to find their own way up to the hoapital. The
Spurr Hostel obviates these difficulties for people
already under stress reazon of their com-
plaint. The building i3 most suitable for the
Purmﬂc and iz placed very close to the hospital.
t has been most competently redesigmed and
eomfortably furnished. Other uses of a similar
nature have been visualised, for example the
accommodation of country relatives of patients
at Launceston General Hospital who are danger-
ously ill. Altogether it has proved a most suc-
cessful venture. It has been named in honour
of the late Mrs. Wilga Spurr who made a generous
bequest to the hoapital.

On thai} 16th Dm‘iambﬂr, 1961, wxna the official
opening vourself of the new X-ray art-
ment at tﬁe Spencer Hospital, Wynyard. is
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very fine new wing provides a new X-ray Depart-
ment, a plaster room, a new theatre, sterilising
room and equipment. Thus in several ways
ohsolete accommodation has been replaced.

DEPARTMENTAL ACCOMMODATION

Considerable relief was afforded this Depart-
ment by the granting of sufficient accommodation
at 59 Collins Street, Hobart, for housing of the
Public Health Division. For quite some time
now I have represented the necesszity of further
accommodation being allotted to the Department
which over the years had become more and more
overcrowded to the stage of affecting efficiency.
Tlle_ move of the Puablic Health Division to the
Collins Street accommodation afforded that
Division much needed relief and also enabled the
Headquarters of the Department to relieve its
chronically overcrowded state,

DIETINGUISHED VISITORS

During the year the Department was fortunate
enough to be visited by several distinguished
e. As you will realise, such visits are of
much benefit to this Department and to Tasmania.

In March, we received news from the Country
Women's Association that we should be receiving
a visit from the Viscountess Broome who was
Chairman of Committee at Canterbury Hospital,
England, for many years, and who was most
anxious to see something of hoapital and medical
work as we carry it out in Tasmania. Lady
Broome visited the Royal Hobart Hospital and
Murses’ Home and alse St. John's Park. Sub-
sequent to these visite the Viscountess expressed
her great interest in what she saw and eompli-
mented all concerned on the efficiency of these
two establishments. She also expressed her
admiration for the very fine voluntary work
which was carried out by both men and women.

Another celebrated visitor and one of great
interest to this State was that of Dr. Lionel in
who is Clinical Director of the United Oxford
Hospitals, Oxford, England. This group is one
of 't]:le most advanced research centrez in the
world in the rehabilitation of the aged. In con-
nection with Dr. Cosin's visit a Geriatric Con-
ference, the first of its kind to be held in Tas-
mania, was convened and took place at &
Park from 8th to 10th December, 1961. This
Conference gave an opportunity for all matters
concerning Geriatrics and Gerentology to be
discussed with him. Dr, Cosin also addressed
the Conference on the subject * The Organization
of a Geriatric Unit". Other guest speakers read
papers on subjects pertaining to the care of the
aged, e.g., Occupational Therapy, Dietetics, &c.
The Conference was so successful that it is pro-
posed to make it an annual feature of the Tas-
manian scene and to invite an eminent guest
speaker on each oceasion.

Dr. Cosin inzpected the two main Geriatric
institutions maintained by the Department, viz.—
St. John's Park and Cosgrove Park. He expressed
most pleasurable surprise on the obvious efforts
being made to provide the elderly with the most
snitable accommodation and care posaible, which
he considered most admirable,

During the vear, it was with the very greateat
leasure that we we the wife of His
xcellencey the Indonesian Ambassador (Brigadier

General Suadi Suromihardjo). Mrs. Suadi was
interested in child welfare work and expressed a
wizh to see the Royal Hobart Hospital and visit
a kind n. Inconsequence, the Royal Hobart
Hospital was greatly honoured by a wvisit from
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Mrs. Suadi who subsequently inspected the Lady
Gowrie Child Centre.

Later in the vear we were pleased to welcome
Mr. Joseph Griifith who is the Administrator of
the Royal Perth Hospital. Mr. Griffith is one
of the ablest and most knowledgable hospital
administrators in Australia, and his vizit was of
the greatest interest to this Department.

SPECIALIST AMD MEDICAL SERVICES

The provision and maintenance of these
services has become increasingly diffieult, There
are many gaps in these services, and in some cases
these gaps appear to be permanent. Great trouble
and expense has been gone to with a view to filling
them but with frequently negative results. [
feel that these failures are largely due to
inadequate financial reward and also too rigid
legislation governing the conditions by which
salaries are fixed. Thiz State iz professionally
speaking at a disadvantage with the other States
of the Commonwealth. It is isolated from other
main medical centres and has no medieal school
with its attendant advantages and attractions for
medical men. There 12 no medical research
establishment nor are there any profeszorial or
teaching units in the hospitals, It is therefore most
difficult, if not very nearly impossible to counter-
act the medical attractions of the mainland States
other than by financial means. Moreover, the
only means whereby appointments can be made
financially more attractive is by more than
matching the salaries paid on the mainland. At
the present time, even if thiz principle were
acknowledped and adopted, current legislation
does not permit it. Furthermore, it would be
most advantageonz and would lead to greater
contentment in the salaried medical services of
this Department if more sympathetic considera-
tion could be given to advice of the medical
organization responsible for the welfare of
salaried medical officers.

DiatricT MEDICAL SERVICE

In January, 1961, the Medical Officers’ Award
became effective resulting in an increase in
District Medical Officers’ salaries of about
gixpence a week, During the period from
that time until 30th June, 1962, the Department
has been faced with a resigmation rate from
District Medical Officers continuing at the same
level which prevailed during the preceding three
to four years,

There are fifteen practices and there was a
turnover of ten doctors during the eighteen
months prior to June, 1962, All but one of the
new doctors were from the United Kingdom, The
one was a doctor holding foreign qualifications,
who trained under the Medical Act and is
practizsing under licence from the Medical Couneil.

Since 1957, five foreign doctors have trained
in Tasmania. Three Australian graduates (one
of whom was eventually de-re;istﬁred}l and two
Tasmania Medical Bursary-holder graduates have
joined the service out of about 30 new appointees.

This turnover, and the fact that we depend
almost entirely on recruiting from the United
Kingdom, illustrate the difficulties confronting
the Department in maintaining a full establish-
ment of District Medical Officers,

The professional and other standard of recruits
from the United Kingdom have been high, but
the big discrepancy between the income and
facilities obtainable in private practice, mmfmred
with that cbtainable in the District Medical Ser-
vice, accounts for the high resignation rate.
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Besides providing public medical services for
considerably less than charges made by private
practitioners, even taking into account considera-
tion of the overhead expenses of private prac-
titioners, the District Medieal Officers have the
additional disadvantage of the added cost of
living and schooling associated with the country
areas, and the clinical isolation which means
extra clinieal responsibility, compared with that
of city gpeneral practitioners. The practitioner
and his family are also remote from the general
facilities enjoyed in the larger townsz and cities
by ecolleagues and their families practising in the
metropolitan and urban areas. It is significant
that Auwstralian graduates, familiar with the
potentialities of private practice, do not npg!y
for distriet medical officer posts, and that a big
proportion of the appointees from the United
Kingdom leave the service after a year or so to
join the ranks of private practitioners in the
larger towns and cities.

Fortunately, some of our district medical officers
prefer country life to town life, and this i3 the
main reason they remain permanently in the
Service, despite a marked financial disadvantage.
However, such doctors are few and far between,
and most are not E.reiparecl to sacrifice the extra
remuneration available in private practice in the
towns and cities, az well as the general profes-
sional and domestic facilities available, although
some would doubtlezs forego the lack of the
latter provided the remuneration was comparable.

To have frequent changes of doctors is pro-
fessionally a disadvantage to the community
conecerned, as the doctor does not have the beneiit
of knowing his patients as the true family doctor
should. It would appear that it would go a long
way towards stability within the District Medical
Service if it could be ensured that the District
Medical Officer’s remuneration were comparable
with the remuneration he ecould obtain for i
gimilar volume of work in private practice.
NORTH-WEST HosPITALS
TION

To conform with the new modernised Mersey
General Hospital and with the proposed enlarge-
ment and mainly reconatructed Burnie General
Hospital, it was decided that the old appoint-
menta of Surgeon Superintendent should be
abolished. The services provided by these two
new and modern hospitals would not permit of
one man attempting to combine medical adminis-
tration with surgery. In conszequence, it was
decided that the present Surgeon Superintendents
should be appointed as Surgeons in charge of
Surgical Services and that two new posta of
Medical Superintendent should be created. This
has been done, and the Medical Superintendent
appointment at Mersey General Hospital has been
filled. It is anticipated that the Burnie appoint-
ment will be filled before the end of the ealendar
vear. This reorganization will permit a better
hozpital service to be provided.

MEDICAL REORGANIZA-

RETIREMENT

Thiz year saw the retirement of four senior
officers of the Headquarters of the Department—
the Chief Administrative Officer, Mr. T. E. Parry;
two Inspecting Sisters, Miz= D. K. Noller and Mias
K. J. Widdicombe; and the Chief Clerk, Mr.
Harold Green. All these officers had given this
Department loyal, conscientious and competent
service over a period of many yvears. All four
upheld *he wvery best traditions of the Public
Serviee  The Department thus experienced a
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sense of loas which, however, has been very greatly
compensated for by the excellence of the officers
ng{:uint&d to replace them. We wish the four
officers mentioned above great happiness and
contentment in their retirement.

HosSPITAL AUXILIARIES

The invaluable and very wide services pro-
vided by the Auxiliaries of the hospitalz and
institutions maintained by this Department have
become more and more evident from yvear to yvear.
The very nature of the services provided by these
institutions entails never ending progress, and
thus these services become more com a
cover wider fields as time goes by hat the
Auxiliariezs have measured to the challenge
that this presents indicates ltT-e competence and
enthusiasm which they bring to bear in their
work., The work of Auxiliaries is becoming more
and more important and valuable to this rt-
ment and the State and, therefore, I tn
express our sincere thanks and admiration to the
Auxiliaries for their irreplaceable help.

STATE DRUG ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Several meetings of the Committee were held
during the vear., An extenzive variety of drugs
was considered by the Committee with a view to
their inclusion in the catalouge of the Central
Medical Store for general izsne or their supply
in some restricted form or enclusion as a supply.

The machinery adopted by the Committee to
receive requests and promulgate advice was
revized from time to time during the vear as it
was Tound necessary and this has resulted in a
more streamlined organization which has over-
come most practical diMieulties,

Close linison has been maintained between this
Department and the Supply and Tender Depart-
ment over the organization of the Central Medical
Store and the Supply and Tender Department has
been most co-operative. It is understood that
organizational changes will be introduced in due
eourse which will enable the Central Medical
Stores to function as a more independent division
of the Supply and Tender Department and that
this will enable certain procedures connected with
the receipt of requisitions and the despateh of
supplies, to be expedited.

MEDICAL RECORD oF BIRTH STATISTICS

The survey was concluded in February and
all the data obtained will be processed by the
Commonwealth Statisticlan’s Department during
the vear. It is anticipated that by early Febroary,
1963, Professor Townsend of Melbourne will have
nnnl,]\rsnd the information contained in about 175
tabulationz prepared from the survey and will
present the conclusions to the profession in Tas-
mania.

The survey was unique in the British Common-
wealth and World Health Organization authorities
have expressed interest in the cutcome.

Tramwiyg UnpEr THE MEDCAL AcT oF DOCTORS
HoLping oNLY FOREIGN QUALIFICATIONS

Two doctora holding foreign  qualifications
began their training in October, 1961 with a view
to taking a qualifying examination in September,
1962,

Of the two doctors who began their traiming
in Cctober 1960, one failed to pass his examination
in September, 1961,
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(No. 66.)

PusLic HosSPITAL STATISTICS
(Excluding Chest and Mental Hospitals)

Number of Patients

The number of patients was 840 more than
during the previous financial year. The number
of general patients increased by 1046, infectious
disease pationts decreased by 164, and maternity
cases decreaged by 42. The total number of
patients was 38,1830, The number of persons in
the hospitals for the care of the aged and invalids
rose from 967 in 1960-61 to 1029 in 1961-62.

Bed Days

The number of bed days shows a net decrease
of 10,984 compared with those for the previcus
financial year. Bed days for gemeral patients
decressed by 6012, infectious disease patients
decreased by 2229 while maternity bed days
inecreased by 17,257.

The overall deduction was accentuated by a
slightly shorter average length of stay. The total
number of bed davs was 416,094, & number
of bed days in the hospitals for the care of the
aged and invalids was 252,301, an increase of
17,2056 over the previous vear.

Births

The total for the year was 7846, a decrease of
205 over the previous financial year.

1962,
18

Receipts

Hospital revenue for the year was £3,409,400
including patients' fees, donationz and miscel-
laneous receipts totalling £819,762.

Commonwealth contributions in the form of
hospital benefits amounted to £216,067 while
State aid was £2,378,671.

Commonwealth Pharmaceutical Benefits
amounted to £84,891.
Payments

Total payments were £3,405,6756, an increase
of £249,274 over expenditure for 1960-61. The
sum of £2270,209, or 66.66 cent of the
total expenditure, was attributable to salaries.

FPatients' Costs

The average daily cost for in-patients for the
23 main hospitals, as listed in Table was
£6 Bs. 11d. an increase of 11s. Bd. compa with
1960-61. OQOut-patients’ costs &er visit increased
from 14s. 8d. in 1960-61 to 1ba. 10d. in 1961-62.
Comparisons

Comparisons and details of receipts and pay-
ments, together with relevant percentages under
the principal classifications are set out in Table 5.

Patients' atatistics are given in Tables 6 and 7.
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TAELE 8.
General Statisties for Care of Aged and Invalids for Year ended 30th June, 1962.
Average Daily Number | Bed Avcorumedtion | Bed Days
| Aecom-
Ke, Hospitals = = medated | wop Guali. | Gualified
During | * fiiod for for
Genoenl |Hospital | Total | Goneral |l:tu|1:|itll Total Yoor | Hospital | Hospital | Total
HBenefita Benaofits
1 | Cosgrove Park 11.26 | 90.00 | 201.2¢ 10 B0 250 280 | 40,500 | 32,850 73,450
2 | Bt John's Parck | 250.52 | 196.9% | 45575 343 221 564 702 | 03,741 72,610 | 166,362
3 | Bpencer = 34.22 3492 a5 J 35 47 12,490 12,450
TOTAL .. | 402.30 | 255.03 | 09123 ual 311 B0 1,020 | 140,840 | 105400 | 252,301

REFORT OF THE CONSULTANT ON FLUORIDATION FOR THE YEAR
ENDED 80t JUNE, 1962,

LIAISON

; months the consultant has been
required to act in a linlsor capacity to a much greater
extent than hitherto. Correspondence to and from muni-
cipal councils, the Department of Health Services, com-
munity orgunizations, and the public on an intra-state
basis, and between seientifie, academic and Governmental
bodies, as well as individuals and civic authorities on am
interstate and international level has beon
in any other wear.

It is obvious that the capacity of the consultant to
act in miatters greatly facilitates mamry rouvtine
inquiries, and takes much of the burden from
departmental officers,

PUBLIC HEALTH EDUCATION

_ A great amount of time has been spent in public rela-

tions activity during the year, with particular reference
to the press and radio. It has been found that mass
medin communication has facilitated a wider community
aceeptance of fAuoridation. A Gallup Poll su has
shown an increase of 109 of the Australian pupu!l.tim
{now T3%:) is favourably inclined to accept Auoridstion.
This is indicative of the need for further efforts in the
field of communicatior. It iz proposed to increase the
numbers of lectures to lay bodies, civie proups, &e., in the
next twelve months, with the assistanee of the Depart-
ment's Public Relations Oficer. A]rendi.r some twent
or thirty of these bodies have indicated Interest in this
proposal.

The acceptance of the Heaconsfield film “One in o
Millior " has surpassed the ¢ tions of all concerned
in its production, and extremely favourable comment has
been recerved from as far afield as the United Kingdem,
Canadn, South Afrien and Eire. Indecd some copies
have been zold outside State by the Department of
Film Production, and the film has been used to 3
wffect on local ard Commonwenlth-wide Televizion. Indeed,
it has been used in many arens of Anstralia s & primary
afd to publie education.

Large numbers of both the booklet and parmphlet pro-
duced by the Department, “ Why your Health Depart-
ment recommends fluoridation ™ have been distributed,
and once nflh'l flattering praise has beerr received on the
standard of these publications.

ADVISORY TO THE DEPARTMENT

Again much has been achieved in this field, The Con-
sultant has attended meetings of the State Fluoridation
Committes and has had occasion to act ow several requests
from the Committes.

A major project under way at present is the compila-
tion of m technical report, with armndm“. on aspects of
application of fluoridation to all water systems of the
State. This report is boing compiled in conjonetion with
the Australlan Dental Association, the Aostralinn Medical
Associntion, and with the assistance of a civil hydraulics
engineer, It is expected to be eompleted before the end
of 1962 and after its presentation to the Flusridation
Committee, should represemt a eomprehensive referonce
to all losal autherities contemplating fAuoridation.

In the past twelve

greater than

PREPARATION AND REVIEW OF MATERIAL

An ertremelf comprehensive library on fluoridation
has been compiled from material obtained from overscas
and other mainland States. Thiz coveras all aspects of
the subject, medienl, dentsl, scientifie, W;
pamphiets and press cuttings.  Much of this al is
obtained direct, but the office of the Federal Fluoridatiom
Committes in Sydney has made available much material
otherwise unobtainable.

BEACONSFIELD

The continuance of the Beaconsfleld Auorldation
iz now assured with the fluoridation of the West
Regional Scheme, and in fact, the area Auoridated now
Euwusﬁ ldhﬁmm ﬁ:bhl‘?. of Riverside f'l:

caconsfield. owever, the scheme was in jeopardy
ineeption due to the extreme activity of a group oppossd
to the mensure, Local health workers in Launceston,

r with the support of the artment and Con-

sultant, considerably strengthened resolve of the
Empnnents of the scheme, and it was grati that the

eaconsfield Council accepted its responsi in the
matter.

The Beaconsfield survey is still in progress and shows

that the caries incidence in 6-B year olds at Beaconsfield
had dropped by 53.5% since fluoridation started, and the

reentage of children in this same age ap with

ay free permancent feeth has irereased m 16.6%
to 5409,

The Conzultant wizhes to acknowledge the serviees of

the Senior Dental Officer, A. W. Scott, in the arrange-
menta for the Beaconsfield survey, and the assistance
rendered by D. G. Scott and Slster Hollingsworth in the
conduct of the survey.

STATUS OF FLUORIDATION

Areas currently supplying water at the recommended
fluoride lewel: West Tamar Regional ineluding Beacons-
field, Riverside.

Fluoridation tmminent: Launeeston. Tt is expected
that the metropolitarr water supply of Launceston will
be fluoridated at an early date subsequent to 30th June.

most up-to-date aotomatic dry-feed fluoridator has
been installed st Distillery Creek under the supervision of
the Chief Chemist. When the scheme starts in Laun-
ceston, approximately 189 of the Tasmanian population
will be supplied with Auoridated water.

Fluoridation approved: Rosebery. The State Fluoride
Committee has aqnmved fluoridation for Rosebery, in the
Zechan Municipality. Egquipment has been ordered and
installation is ox ;l:ed by the emd of 1062, February, 1963
is the date that Auoeridation is due to begin.

Other Areos: Municipalities supplied the Southern
Regional Water Scheme. !‘urﬂ": de?ni'ae action has
oecirred i these municipalities. However, the Clarence
Commission has indicated that it is not prepared to make
a decision to flaoridate until a favourable poll of electors
has been held. Technidn]]y,im:hﬂm I?'Ifb}}h ﬂt,qlg;hm ia
in its enti prosonts poss SWEr [ ms than n
eF in mﬂs State and would be more mﬂmmiuﬁ
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feasible tham the picce-meal treatment of the supply to
each municipality it serves,

{2} Railton/Shefleld (Kentish Municipality),
{b) Latrobe,
(&) Cypgnet.
Requests for advice on fuoridation have been received

from the above, but little further progress can be
expected until the completion of the technical report.

Queenstown: Following an unfavourable poll of rate-
payers at Queenstown at which less than one-fifth of the
possible votes were east, the Queenstown Council passed
the following metion—

*1. That this Couonecil accepts the opinien of the
British Medical Association, Australian Dental Associa-
tion, the Health Departments of the State and Common-

th Governments and of the Council’s previous
Health Officer, Dr. Crawford, that flooridation is a
m means of preventing dental decay with no harm-

2, Therefore this Council will corsider fluoridation
at such time as it becomes financially and physically
racticable taking inte account the multiple Water
age System and wm!uh:ht]y of technically and
professionally qualified personnel,
3, And to that end this Council deems it wecessary
that a thoroughly expert investigation be made into
the costs of installation and maintenance and the
‘Fﬂdﬂ:lhillty of flooridation methods at Queenstown,
or decisionr by the Council within two years.
4. That the Director of Public Health be written to
nsking him to arrange for the necessary investigation
at the Department's expense of Auoridation at Queens-
town with respect to the matters outlined above amd
that he be requested to report te the Council on all
matters arising from am] ineidental thereto,”.
North-West Coast: No interest has been evident from
any municipalities west of and ineluding Devonport.

Certain  other mnn{ﬂqllitizs have shown econtinued
interest im the past twelve months, but it is regreited
that the delay between interest and Implemenation is all
too oftén of o prolonged nature.

FEDERAL FLUORIDATION COMMITTEE

The Conzultant attended th= ina ral meeting of the
above committes on August 15th at Sydney, amd alzo met
with the executive of the committee over n three day
peried in December. Discussions centred around aspects
af public education, technical and dental problems. It
is pointed out that Tasmanin was primarily responsible for
the formation of this committee, which has assisted both
the profession amd the public irr ne small degree.

TASMANIAN DENTAL CONVENTION

Arrangements were made for the transport of a selected
of children from Beaconsfield to Hobart for a

ﬁim;] demonstration before the members of the Con
vention, 1=

demonstration was as outstandingly sue-
cossful ns the field day in 1960, and emphasised the lead
that Tasmania has given the Commenwealth in  this
preventive health measure.

SYDMNEY DENTAL CONGRESS.

A r was delivered by the Consultant at the 1Tth
Australian Dental Comgres on Fluoridation. It was well
received and provoked a considerable amount of interest.

P. C. EROTHERS,
Consultant on  Fluoridation.

GOVERNMENT NURSING SERVICE
Touwrizst Nursing [Mvision

. The Tourist Nursing Division has maintained
its reputation during the current year as a valuable
source of supplementary staff supply for the
Department in assisting eountry hospitals which
are unable to obtain their own staffa.

The Tourist Nursing Division remains popular
with travelling Nursing Sisters from other
Australian States, as they are able to see the
country and work at the same time.

Without this nursing service the eountry hospi-
tals and district nursing centres could not give
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adequate service and would have to face the
poasibility of reducing their number of beda.
It is recorded moreover that some hospitals have
on occasions been completely staffed from this
pool, as in previous years.

Some appointees to this staff have occasionally
resigned after a period of relieving to accept a
permanent hospital appointment offered to them
by hospital boards. This procedure has at all
times met with the entire approval of the Depart-
ment.

During the wvear there have been 30 new
appointments and 37 resignations, and 21 remain
on the staff.

Distriet Nursing Centres Division

Table 9 gives a summary of work performed
during the eurrent year in the 25 District Nursing
Centres at present in operation.

There is no change in the number of centres
functioning since the last Report was tabled.

The staif situation, including shortage of Nurs-
ing Sisters, remains approximately the same.
Vacancies have had to be filled temporarily from
such sources az the Department’s Tourist Nursing
Divigion, and by casual married staff able to help
0N DCCAsions,

By this means our 25 centres have been nearly
fully staffed. No centre has been closed and
nearly all Sisters have had their annual leave
although some leave has had to be deferred.

Sister W. K. Murphy who joined the District
Nursing Division originally in April, 1946, trans-
ferred to School Medical Service in 1951. She
was for a short time in charge of the Lady Clark
Convalescent Hospital. She rejoined the District
Nursing Division in March, 1956, and remained
with this Divigion until her retirement prior to
long serviee leave in March, 1962,

Sister N. J. Gilchrist resigned after five years
with the District Nursing Division to accept the
Matronship of the Peacock Convalescent Hospital,
Hobart.

Local committees continue to operate at Lily-
daye, Rosaarden and Storeva Creek. The remain-
ing 22 centres have active local auxiliaries. The
committess and auxiliaries greatly assist the
Department locally with their own individual
centres. Their work iz most gratefully
acknowledged,

Maintenance of and repaira to buildings have
heen carried out as required, by the Department.
Equipment has been replaced where needed and
new modern articles have been supplied. Much of
this supply has again been made possible by
valuable assistance from interested associations
and community spirited individuals,

We again wish to express thanks to all our loyal
helpers, ineluding Northern Bush Nursing Asso-
ciation, Auxiliaries, Country Women's Associa-
tion, Red Cross Trust Fund and other interested
committees and individuals, With their generous
contributions, these people have assisted the
Department in the comtinued success of our
District Nursing Divisions scheme for country
regidents and the maintenance of staff.
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TABLE 9.

Summary of Work Performed in the Distriet Nursing Centres Division,
during the Year ended 308k June, 1962,

I
1 Ln.|
|Hospital | Visits | Viets Patlonts | Matern- |  Pre- Child | Schoal Foos
Name of Contre | Eeed 1 ta Baod ity Natnl | Health | Visits | Miloage Collectad
Capacity| Conteo |Patienta | Daya |Pationts | Visita | Visita
|
' £ s d
BEOUTH | {
Alonnal, Brany Is | 2 Gla 331 14 | 4 a0 3 13 1,544 a7 14 0
Cygnot. £ | i a6z 2 486 | 23 15 iz i = To8 4 2
i) 54l 3 515 15 &0 10 o o 1074 13 &
Keonyn, Tas. Pen 1] 8l | 527 | 26 24 274 . 4,262 Ml 8 0
Ot Inaed s 5 1805 a3 266 | 17 140 449 L2 1,508 525 1 O
Bouthport - 2 fHRE Lir] va 5 45 287 ia G 3 0 0
Htrnhan as i : . 2,280 1201 ! | o 174 478 ‘e 8,270 17 10 ©
Awnnsen ot o | 4 3083 L 183 | 20 147 1,277 i 1,918 GO T @
Trinbunna .. - 3 3,357 o7 | 78 | & 162 a0 2 BB 251 17 ©
Total: § Contrea e 31 | 14011 2,823 | 111 | 113 | R26 4,388 41 | 17,700 | 4,166 18 7
NORTH: ' |
Avinon : e 3141 154 A o | 41 296 17 B0 15 0
Capo Barren Mmﬂ' 1 1,008 ] | R4 2 40 102 1 281 0 5 0
Groorgn Town | 4 148 o E36 ({1 Bz 47 ar .- ok 14 0
Gladstone .. r i 1,166 1055 ia i ] 778 B 0,300 w T 0
Girassy, King Ialand ia 3,338 110 o 1 224 1,560 i 4,570 M1y o
Lilydnlet [ au | i 1,023 1,141 . . 30 1440 o 7.508 ..
Mole Creck .. e i 1,150 403 i . 1 458 o 1,437 0 00
Hedpa. . 45 | b :JBE 1 e i g'l 432 28 f.‘ﬂ.‘u;i ? # :
Ringarooma. .. ws va Nk 188 as an 1 a54 . L -
Rossardond .. o i 5, 75 2,093 At o 617 1,054 S 1,766 o
Bt Helenz ., it | LB 1] 4 733 24 148 287 4 . 1.426 11 10
Eheffield i 5| ] o 08 70 5 o o 1.798 & O
Hroreys Crook) Hit o | E3ID 878 i i T4 | 521 . 4,036 =
Tullak. . A il 1 el 420 A 13 ll 5 & 216 15 0
Waratah - ] cinl &1l 572 i s 24 208 ] 4,741 4 & &
Wostbury .. .. | 3 i 7| W 21 Ba | ! 483 7 0
Total: 16 Contres e | a1 | 24,601 LRI | 2,858 225 1.531 | 9.830 5 | 34,3874 642 6 1
Grand Totals: 25 Centres | [ | 38,812 | 10,873 I 4,088 | 341 £.357 |. 11,881 100 | 52,1684 10,198 2 §
*Closed ome month for annual leava, fFinanee not collestod by this Departmont.

fFinanco ot collocted by this Departmoent. Closed one month for annual leave.

COMPARATIVE FIGURES FOR § YEARS—1858-1002

f e e ———————— = A . e e x — —= rE—r a

1957-58: 26 Centres .. 54| 40,877 i 14963 | 4715 | 282 | s506 | 10,08 120 | 58,127 | B446 13 4

1958-50: 26 Centres .. 7 | 4n102 | 11370 | 5687 | 202 | 2804 | 10,705 o4 | 57028 | BEM 16 &

1950-60: 25 Centres .. 52 | 42,080 | 11080 | E7IZ| 3% | 2317 | B,703 75| BRG0P | A250 1 3

1960-61: 25 Contres .. 52 | 44EM5 | D44 | 5285 438 | 2458 | 11,188 111 | 55563 | 09831 1 8

1961-62; 25 Contros .. | 52| 38,612 | 10,878 | 4,960 I A4l | 2,857 | 11,061 100 | GR1664 10,198 % 8
| | |

STAFF wish to draw your attention to the very com-

I wish first of all to acknowledge my grateful :if;“inf.ﬁﬂﬂmﬁeﬁ;ﬂ“ﬁé‘;?"“ in which they

thanks to the Director of Tuberculosis (Dr.
H. R. Tramayne) for his kindness in acting for
me on a number of cccasions during my absence.

To all Ftherhﬂimm}x;a am]:I Officers of the ;t:t JoﬂN cEgIS' h{é'c*n G. {Ll?ﬁ.;’
ment I wish to acknowledge my very gratefu :
thanks for the wholehearted support that they (Lond.), M.R.S.H. (Leond.).

have given me during the year. I would also Director-General of Health Services.
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REFPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF ORTHOPAEDIC SERVICES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH
JUNE, 1962.

1. ACCIDENTS

These mﬂn to form a big proportion of all cases
admitted o the orthopaedie wards, They fall into two
categories (1) Road (2) Industrial.

I m well aware of the measures bei tn.hn In l.h-a
community to prevent f.huu tlummm!i

intensive advertising drive should be taken aarh ]'aur t:u-
press home what is actually taking place

Road accidents are principal cauze of death and severe
injury to males between the ages of 16 and 24.

Some Tuberculosis figured largely as a

ufm death and erippling incapacity, but as the
m'ult of an intensive eampalgn and modern methods of
treatment it has virtually been climinated.

T'IH Pmn‘l‘l-ul'l- of midenl.u should be one of the major
resent measures taken by the
Mﬂr muncil u.ra uultem. a8 far as they go.

Tn my mind it is only by continually advertizsing thu
true .Iflcrl:.n the public that we will g;w-ur the figu

Penalties for dangerous and drunken driving alm-uid
be made harsher.

With the density of traffic I consider also that there
should be o definite medical examination before a person
is a driving licence. After the age of 50 each
hol aof m Iiu'm should have a further medieal examina-

tion with eyesight test which is renewed every five

2. ADMISSION OF SEVERE ACCIDENTE TO THE
MAJOR HOSPITALS

In the future care must be éxercized in the wshzgﬂl-m
accident cases into hospital which an!- adam to mest
neads for this work. h the growth of
amall hospital units danger is i'hat necidents which
they are incapable of deal with adequately being
admitted to these smaller units. It is far better to
& case further to a properly equip) hospital

Il:. good facilities for immediate resuscitation, and a
d the elock serviee. ‘The fact that for vears the
Rarn‘l Hobart Hmlul has dealt wi'l:-h the whole southern
area of Tasmania speaks for 1tls-¢if There has been litthe
life ha m R i mrﬁi%"lﬂ” e
& aa FANS; ing quickly the severely
irdured to the mljmrmtmmwathgtﬂa proper fecilities.

3. REHABILITATION
Claremont continues to play a very useful role in
PRIlitatine: batk. to the: commtnmity - many: of - thoss
ml}i Iujuﬁd. The patients are drawn from all parts

Thiz the ﬁrat year the number of patients attending
hlm- not showr an increase.
¢ Repatriation Hospital =till continues to use the
hm‘ltﬂ well #s the Commonwealth Rehabilitation
Service.

4. PARAPLEGICS

The number of these unfortunate

ple continue to
grow each year, the result almost
road l.ucd.dunta

every casa of

ll-rm

The poliey of transporti these patients to the
gpinml Injuries Centre m Molboure when fit to travel
has -hun fisd. All patients have been l:nfela- trans-
ported with no ill efects to the patient.

.ﬁ._?qﬂp'l ¢ Association has now been formed with
the abj helping these unfortunate patients to take
Hu:ir p!l.u as f as possible in the community.

6. CHILDREN'S ORTHOPAEDIC CASES

With the vIrtunI eliminatiorr of Infantile Paralysis
from the community Cerebral Palsies constitute the major
erippling dlnlnltty of childhood.

mﬁi: the m"htamd:ut?1 lmt.mie'l;t. isrhﬂhw
a carried out un e supervision of Dre
Marshisll und Maclityre. iz

The accommodation provided is excellent in both centres,

6. BPLINTS AND SURGICAL APPLIANCES

The supply of splints l.'nﬂ. ll;lrgiul appliances is bein
met with uﬂz!‘uﬁ there is I'bzﬂ litkle ¥ lg
the supply of thesa in lmth north and south.

7. ARTIFICIAL LIMES

Close liaison has been maintained with the Repatriation

Limb Factory amd satisfactory fitting and adjnstment of
these are carried out.

In the case of patients from other parts of the island
they are admitted to Lady Clark Rehabilitation Centre
for fitting and training in the use of these limbs.

£ TRAINING OF APPRENTICES IN MAKING
ARTIFICIAL LIMBS AND SURGICAL SFLINTS

I have always considered that there should be s0me
workshop where apprentices eoold recelve a training in
such crafts with a proper technieal scheol backgrourd.

The logical place to my mind is the Repatriation Limb
Factories.

This has been brought up at the Interstate Health Con-
ference several times in the past with negative results.

I still think we must press for such a central trainl:nﬁ
scheme with proper recognition of the status of soe
trainoes.

Wherr a vumrt octirs in the Tasmanian hoapitals it is
well nigh impossible to obtain any adequate replacement.

9. ANCILLARY PROFESSIONAL STAFF

In the past it has always been difficult to get full
physiotherapy staff for all the hospitals,

Hobart has been more fortunate than most of the
other hospitals, the larger centre attracting the applicants.

The Mersoy Hm:pll::n.l for the first time for years has a
q_h}';mﬂurap:a a married woman, living in the distriet.

e same upﬂlm to the Burnie Hospital. The Spercer
Hospital at Wynyard has been fortunate in the past in
havi the services of a male physiotherapist resident in
the district.

The Launceston Hospital in the past has had dﬂﬁ-:ulhr
in getting a full =taff. At present it is folly staff

The difficulties in stafling the hospitals arize l‘rum 150
factors :—

{1} The =alary =zcale is slightly below the mainland
rate npd does not attract many mainland
applicants.

{2} Thoere are not sufficiont Tasmanian girls coming
forward as there i3 no medical school. Tas-
manian girls have to go to the mainland to get
thisa training where entry is often restricted
for Tasmanians, The cost iz hirgh with the
result that, unless there is some subsidy in the
shape of a scholarship, it is beyond the means
of the average parent.

The number of scholarships awarded appears to have
diminished very considerably of recent yvears—ome only
given last yoar.

The Tasmanian girls trained in the past have given

sterling service and often earried the brunt of the work
during times of staff shortage.

I wonld recommend that conslderation be again given
to granting scholarships for phy=iotherapy. & major
need s In physiotherapy. OWEVEY, every second or
third year according to necds, two others could be given;
one for Speech Therapy and one for Occupational Therapy.

10. TRAVELLING

As in the past Launceston, the Mersey, Burnie, Spencer
and Queenstown hospitals have been wisited reguolarly.

Regular reviews of certain types of cases have been
carried out. ‘Thiz has proved most instroctive to all
coneerned and haz formed a basis for teaching.

Difficult and problem eases have been seen in consulta.
tion with the staifs of these hospitals.

11. PROFESSIONAL MEDICAL STAFF

The standard of work carried out in the various hos-
pltals is high,

Most routine procedures are able to be earried out in
the smaller base hospital ueenstown, Burnie and the
Mersey. It is only the difficult problem case which
rc&mru transport to the larger centres, Launcestor and

rt, which provide special facilities,

The provision of specialist anaesthetists in all hospitals
iz a tremendous aid to the surgeons.

I should like to take this u-ppnrt,um({ of tlla.nk:m tT:m
ical, nursing, physictherapy and lay staffs o
Hn'bart. Launceston, Mersey, Burrde, Spencer and Quma—
town hoapitals for the loyal help which I have received

from them.
D. W. L. FPARKER, 0.B.E., M.Ch.Orth.,
F.R.CH.,, F. R.H. .5,
Director of Orthopaedic Services,
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF PATHOLOGY FOR THE YEAR ENDED 230t JUNE, 1962.

During the Inst twelve months, the increase in demand
for Pathology Tests has maintained, and the scops
of the tests has been inereased slightly.

BURNIE

It is still necessary for Dr. MNowell and Mr. Nute to
visit regularly, na the Burrie staff is not highly qualified.
The arrangement however, is working satisfactorily.

LATROBE

With the opening of the Mersey Hospital for patients

the new l"zl.T.ll:;ﬁ‘:l.mz-,.> Department rn now in full wse ang

under the charge of Dr. Nowell It has taken over

Eﬂst the work formerly done at the Devonport Inbora-
T¥.

LAUNCESTON

Since the resigrmtion of Dr., Maneim, no soitably
ualified applicant has been found for the position of
athologist-in=-Charge. Heowever, the laboratory, with
Dr. Bradley as Pathologist, is wnrf:inz smoathly.

HOBART

In spite of cramped quarters, the Hobart laboratory
under Dr. Hamilton, continues to perform an incro
number of tests each year. Openimg of the new laboratory

for the Roval Hobart Hespital in the new wing in Argyle
Street should take place in a few months and this will
e e e e cs Uhan L e N e
pro retain space in Ty
at present wsed for hospital pathology, and ek a
State Pathology Laboratory.  Such & laboratory will be
able to perform tests needed by the Directors of Public
Health, ard Tuberculosis, and to sssist hospitals in some
specialised work.

TRAINED ETAFF

Our problems have eased a little since several trained
technicians—mainly from Britain—have arrived owver
the last vear.

MEDICO LEGAL WORK

This is being satisfactorily carried out by Dr. Nowell,
Dr. Bradley and ryself,

CANCER DETECTION

‘Thiz serviee is bei used more than ever, and alides
are now being recei at the rate of about GO
from all over the islamd, Most practitioners mppear fo
appreciate this service.

CAMPBELL DUNCAN, Director of Pathology.

REPORT OF THE NURSES' REGISTRATIGI;HEBEA.RD FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE,

FPERSONNEL
Dir. J. Edis, Chairman; Dr. C. Craig.; Dr. P. Nolan;
D, C. Petrovsky; Miss J. . Brown; Miss B, L. Camp-
E«utl: Mrs. B. M. Stephens; Miss N, Winwood; Miss L, M.
WIT.
MEETINGS

Five ordinary meetings have been held during the
VOAT.

LEGISLATION
No changes have been made to the Nurses' Registration
Act thia VT
ﬁegn!nll'-u-rm

Members of the Nurses' Registration Board in nssocin-
tion with represerdatives of the Royal College of
Obatetricians and Gynaccologists made a complete review
af the Regulations concerning Midwives and the curriculom
for Midwifery training and Hegulations were amended
to give effect to their recommendations,

TRAINING SCHOOLS

Geraral .. a9
Midwifery i}
Pavehintric 2
Child Health 2
Tuberculosis P 1
Auxiliary (General) 4
Auxiliary (Geriatrie) 1
ATUDENT NURSES

1. Application for training approved—G13,
Goneral it 311
Midwifery ... piE S |
Paychinbrio:: o frliis ot S nofi e 3k
Child Hesalth iy M T
Tuberculozis : 1
Anxilinry (General) . ’ a7
Auxilinry (Geriatrie) i 11

2. Commenced training—442.
General ... oo e s 271
TEL e R et S S e S 1
Payehinbrle . o o 11
Child Health .. g ! 12
Tubereulosis SR 1
Auxilinry (General) ¥ 15
Auxiliary {Geriatric) 13

4. Completed training—284. ¥
General s e Y et [ 4
Midwifory S iy s e £ S
Payvchiatrie 3
Child Health ; 5 a
Tuberenlosis (1}
Auxiliary {(General) e B
Auxiliary (Geriatric) ... ... .. 13

4. Resigreed or discontinued training for any reason
before completion of training—164

General R e e LT
Midwiffery ol cnotold SelUE R EReST R
Payehiakbric: ... ... .. oogewd T
Child Health ... .- i ; 1
Tuberculosis ... .. ]
,ﬁ,u}nllrﬂr :G-:.mn'nl} it palia O e 10
Auxiliary (Geriatele) ... .. .. .. 1

5 Total number in training on 30.6.82—781.
General R GB2
Midwifery & 106
Psychiatrie ... ... ..

Child Health . pE
Tuberculoais A

Auxiliary (Gemeral) .. ... ... .
Auxiliary (Geriatrie) ... ... . ..

E;mhg

EXAMINATIONS

1. Mo educntionn]l examinatlons for intending stodent
nurses were held this year.

Z Examinations for registration:

Nurmber held—
Ordinary .. i o 3
. Auxilary .o e G e wn U 3
Nuamber of candidates ... ... .. .. 281
Number B = T
Number failed T
Details of Results:
Subject Condidates  Passed Failed
General . 151 147 4
Midwifery : 10 &D 1
H¥chintrt¢ i 4 4
Child Health . . 1 0 1
Tuberculozis i 1 1
Aux. (General) . 14 13 1
Anx. (Geriatric) 11 11
281 274 T
REGISTRATION
1. Applieations approved—866.
General 385
Midwifery 199
Pavehiatrie 10
Child Health D e R
Tabercalodls ... o0 Ll il e e 2
Auxiliary Eﬂﬂnprl!} ol sl el 2
Auxiliary (Geriatric) .. .. ... 11
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2, Number who renewed re tion for the year—
1675. Of these 90 were Auxilinry Nurses.

3. Number of rmltnthnl curmnt- 30,5, Eaﬁiﬁﬂ

General
hia i i e
Ch Hulth : e R gl b 1
Tuberculosis . R S R R
Auxilinry .. il
4. Number of persons on 'I‘.hl cnmnr. W:MTE

Of these 95 are Auxiliary Nurses.
Details of registratiors:

Ho. M, of
Certa.
General | 1,164 1,164
General and Midwifer 64T 1,264
General, Hlﬂmierg a
Child Health | 197 Bil
Midwif oy % e 83 84
Psychiatric only 54 G4
ral and Tuberculosis 10 20
Hidwﬂ#ry amd  Child
Health b 3 1
General “and Child
At s A B 14
General and chiatrie B 16
General, Hidw ery and
Tu B 24
Gemeral, !-ibdmfarf and
Pa:mhilt:i 3 1)
Tuberculosis o ] ]
““'Eﬁ'ra“'d“"'{i Iih
chiatrie ealt
mi:-mu 1 5
Ganarl-l Hidnd-fer}'
chiatric and Tu us
losis fi 24
General, Midwifery, Child
ultfh and reu-
losis 2 Fi a 12
2,180 3,265
Auxiliary ... ... . 95 a5
2,276 3358

NoTE: Some nurses roﬁlshwd for Midwifery only or for
Hidwim-y and Child Health, have beer registered as
g! nurses as well, but the ntral utrahm.

aving been effected earlier has Al been
renewed.

POST-GRADUATE DIPLOMAS

Post- ate diplomas—there are 22 ’pw 1-& in the
State Jhddl‘ng p-ultnﬁ-mﬁuate d!plnmaa as follow

Administration .

Elmr i

Midwife TuWr
Ward Sister

Thutru Hunl-xe'iﬁmt and Teach-

Pulﬁe Health Nursing . L
CENTRAL PRELIMINARY TR-PLIHIHG SCHOOL
Three Preliminary Blocks have been held:
55 E'I-'.Iﬂ'&ﬂlﬂ- attemded.
12 fled.”
1

resigned.
0 weere atill at the achool on 30.6.61

[ -1 -'Il—'h'=-
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Three Second Blocks have beean held:
29 students attended.

15 passed,
14 P:Iiled.

Eighty-four students have attended the six Blocks held
during the year,

GENERAL

Most nurses who have completed thelr general train-
ing this year have been three-year students. There does
not appear to be any appreciable difference in their
results. As will be seen there were 1561 pencral candldates
who sat for examirmtion and there were four failures
which is quite o low percentage.

Forcign Students

Many applications are being received from girls from
other countries wishing to train here—they are ch'wﬂy
from Fiji, Malaya and Hong Kong, but only a
small nomber have required educational standa.
Some of those who come fird great difficulty in settling
down, and study is difficalt for them. However, a few
of them are doing very well.

There were 12 foreipn students in training in our
general training schools on the 30662, This includes
only thoze E‘h'ia who have come here for the specinl pur-
i!;ﬁut of training and do not include those who are living

ere permanently now,

Registration of Foreign Trained Nurses

Two foreign trained nurses have been registered this
year—ong a Dutch nurse following registration in several
other Australimw States and the other, o German nurse,
after o period and an oral examination at a Tasmanian
training school.

Procedure Book

A review of the procedure book has been commenced,
A3 200N A% r_hla iz completed the book will be mprmu-ql
but it is still in Pl'lbn;!ﬂt on the 30th June. A review
of the methods urine testimgg 15 to be incloded in the
eurriculum and the type of exnmination in this subject
was already under review—it has been included in the
full review of the procedure book now. and ne alteration
will be made until this is completed.

Training of Mental Deficiency Nurees

A request has been made for provision to be made for
the training of Mental Deficiency nurses in Tasmania.
A Bill is ready for presentation to Parlinment and the
%\-thllabua is being prepared, pernding the pssing of this

Metric Syatom

The Board foels that the time iz not opportune yet for
the metric system to be introduced into our training
schools but az some hospitals in this State and elsewhere
are already uzing this sytem, the training schools have
beon instructed to commence the teaching of it amd to
supply all stodents with conversion tables. Thia will
be of benefit to therm if theg join the staff of a hoapital
where it is in use and should make matters easier if, and
when, it is eventually adopted.

JOHN EDIS, Chairman.
L. H. SIDEBOTTOM, Secretary.

REFORT OF THE HANDICAPPED CHILDREN'S ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR
ENDED 30tH JUNE, 1962.

The ﬂﬂﬂl'lcll bas only met on one occasion during this
E‘mﬂm mar;"ita-:u of int-urul‘t. to tl:ufmunt;‘:al Ilrﬁt]hda
Child ssocintion proposal for ild-

ing of sheltered workshops on the Eastern Shore. It is
expected the Council will receive full information econ-

cerning thiz project from the Aszociation in the near
future and will be making a recommendation to the
Government during the next finapcial year,

JOHN EDIE, Chairman.

REPORT OF THE NATIONAL FITNESS SECTION FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30tH JUNE, 1962.

Staff employed in the Section during the period were—

" No. of
Title Pogitions Biation
State Elu rﬂ:ir oL 1 E:'Imrt
onal Sopervisor .. .. . 1 rt
Field Officers R [ Hnbal;n
Launceston £
Burnie 1

The Sectior implemented the policy of the National
Fitness Counecil of Tasmania under direction of the
State Supervisor acting as Chief Executive Officer of
the Couneil.

Clerical services for the work of the Section were pro-
wid v the National Fitnesz Council establishments in
HnMrL Launeeston amd

s Devonport, from Commonwealth

Mational Fitness staff carrying out these services
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are not publie servants and this differentintion between
employment conditions of staffs workimg so0 slosely
together, is considered unsatisfactory,

The Section was dependent upon the National Fitness
Couneil for provision of facilities, equipment and firmnee
for promotion of programmes and activitics, Through
lack of finance it was necessary io organise activities on
the hasis of reimbursement of eosts from fees levied on
recruited participants,  This had a restrictive influeree
on promotional work.

Main arcas of work were eoncerned with reeruitment
of moembers for Sports, Physical Recreation and Youth
Organizations, advisory and practical assistance to clubs
and masocintion, the promotion of new activities and the
organization of bﬂ;ﬁinnnru groups and coaching classes.
There was n very heavy demand for assistanee in com-
ducting eamp lgmurummm and in the eonduct of major
aporta earwivals,

Close linison sand co-operation was maintained with
local government and other authorities interested in the
provision of facilities and in the promotion of
azpecta of National Fitmess.

Administrative services were provided for the National
Fitness Training Centre in Launceston and also for

Community Recreation Centres at Devonport and Moonah.
Following is a summary of the main featores of the
Beetions programme of practical courses and activities:—
Visits to Youth Clubs—I147 wisits.
Youth Leadership Training—3 courses, 210 enrol-

ments.
Promotion of New Clubs and Associations—23 clubs,
10 pssociations.

Youth Camp P ammes nssistod—33
Youth Camps conducted—38 comps, D80 mhldn‘lghﬂ.
Youth Hostel and Bush Wal Expeditions pro-

moted—21 expeditions.
Sports Coaching elazses conducted—800 sessions,
total attendance 22 19(
Sports Hosters promoted and conducted—412 teams,
4260 participants.
and Events

Specinl  Tournamerts
pELIE 20 events.

Displays organised—10 disp]

Aszistance in  administ and supervision of
Indoor ERecreation Centres—3080  competitors
woekly,

Ynuth%mlels Asgocations—302 membors, 4700 bed-

nights,
K. 0. THOMAS, State Supervisor.

b=

organised or

REFORT OF 8T. JOHN'S PARK FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30T JUNE, 1962,

The following report is submitted for the period 1st
July, 1881 to the 30th June, 1962, together with statisties.

GERIATRIC TRAINING

Since 8t. John's Park Hospital was declared a training
achool for Auwxilinty Nursez (Geriatrie Section) on the
drd April, 1957, five examinations have been held under
thedjurisdh:tiun of the Nurses'. Registration Board, and
to date 76 persons have passed examination for
Geriatric Nurses. However, I do feed that the standand
of nursing must be elevated at St. John's Park Hospital
in order to eope with the type of patient admitted, and a
sugpested curriculum has ge.cn forwarded to the Nurses'
Registration Board for its consideration. It is hoped
that this request for higher standards will receive
favourable consideration,

THE NEW WOMEN'S HOSPITAL

The Bruce M. Carruthers Wing was officially ed
by the Hon, the Mirtster for Health, Doctor J. F. Gaha,
on the Gth Aupust, 1961, and was occupied on the 10th
A.uﬁuut, 1961. It houses 52 patients and has all modern
facilities including central heating and a high temperature
hot water service. This building is proving very benefieial
for the hospitalisation of the aged people.

The opeming of this building helped to relieve the acute
demand for hospital hads. owever, the relief was only
of a temporary nature as thers are at the present time
more than 104 names on the waiting list for the Women's
Division, most of them very urgent cazes and all of them
requiring immediate admiszion.

The building and its appeirtments are the su
mtﬁ. favourable comment from visitors, patien
ataif.

mel of
and

ST. JOHN'S PARK HOSPITAL HOLIDAY CENTRE AT
CARLTON BEACH

Thiz project iz steadily progressing and to date a
staff cottage, sunroom lounge, kitchen, rest contre and
six chalets have been completed, and a large communi
hall i in the process of beimg built.  Although the build-
ing of this holln!ai; centre will not be completed this year
it will be possible to partially occupy it, and selected
patients from St John's Park Hospital will be allowed
to Bﬁnd a holiday at Carlton Beaeh during the summer
manths,

I take thizs opportunity of thanking the Lindisfarne
Apex Club ard members of St. John's Park Hospital
staff who have readily assisted in this programme and
are econtinping to rlpn-[r.-r excellent service. During the
past year many patients ampain visited the holiday centre
and were guesta of the St. John's Park Kiosk Auxiliary
for afterncon tos, arsl there is no doubt that the patients
h'MLpurtpclpntcd benefited from the change of environ-
men

All work on this project has been of a voluntary nators
and it is estimated that the value of the buildings erected
so far would be in the vicinity of 235,000 to £40,000, and to
E:;ﬂ },!;Fgﬂﬂﬁﬂjm has cost the Goverrment approximately

N Iy .

HOSPITALISATION

April, 1063, and 1 ok this Supurcpity of thanking his
pril, and I take this o ;

For Lils faithfal devotios ta duty mat #ﬁ. mm: he
teok in the care of the patients at ﬁll;. John's Park

H“p'“ﬂd fﬂrﬂ:ﬁm'ti““?h{edpnfwr i w"ﬁ. wa
AP L01] POSILI0T O ical Officer from 14th
April, 1962, Doctor interest

: Corney has taken a keen
in the treatment of the :.g::d ons and he is instituting
medical systems which should be very beneficial to the
stall and patients alike.

It iz interesting to mote that of approximately
patients resident at St. John's Park Hospital there are
receiving daily medical attention as prescribed tho
doctor., There iz no doubt that the (;E"pu -um-ﬂ
admitbed to St. John's Park Hospital requires
hospital attention which demands first class noraing.

HANDCRAFT CENTRE
Many happy houra are spent tients at the Hand-
E:rmtm i = h.{op:lmrd

craft and it iz pleazing : the
number participating in this occupational therapy.

E

BUILDING PROGRAMME

The wew office was completed and oceupied on the 11th
December, 1861, Thiz building iz a decided msquisition
to the staff and to the public as well. The office stall ia
'mngt prociative of the new accommadation and facilities
which have helped them to carry out their work in more
congeninl surroundings,

With the re-cecupation of the new office the P
telephone system wag installed and this has proved
;-Il' FTn:I henefit to the efficient working of 8t. John's

ospital.

The high temperature hot water servies which
installed at the old Women's Block, the Bruce
Carruthers Wing, Karingal and Gellibrand House is
complete, and there iz now an ample supply of hot war
Thiz serviee is first clasz and iz a great henefit to

patients and stafl,

Work on the new casualty block commenced on
27th _Ilt:lnmbf.-r. I}‘JEL.J This uﬁi:,d wh!ehluqmniﬁb; of ‘I.-
casualty room, dector's s and eonsu tren
ment reoms, is urgently required and nhmﬂd% completed
in the near future,

Plans for the new amenities block have beerr completad
and approved, and it is hoped that this work will eom-
mance in the near future. There is no suitable aecom-
modstion at St John's Park Hospital for the staff to
have menls and this is urgently required,

Our present store is over 100 years old and is inadequate
ared most unsatisfactory. Plans have been drawn for this
building and it iz hoped that something can be done in
this regard in the near future.

5t. John's Park Hospital is despera
new Nurses” Home, ans have been dra
building for many years now but, unfortuna

M

fed

E &8

in need of a
for this
, it has
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nut been to allocate money for the building of
stall j= ¢nmphinln l:d' t,ha dampness of this
uL:I building and I am compel the present time to
employ only nurses who can Iiw oul s there is no living-

i necommodation available,

Too much stresz cannot be made on t.ha inadequacy of
8t John's Park Hospital to cnfa with the aged persons
requiring admission and also its inability to cater for
those persons who are resident. ‘This is caused 8
fact that we are compelled to occupy buildings which are
over 100 years old and are most unsuiteble for present
day requ here iz definitely not sufficient
accommodation at St. John's Park Hospital to meet
E.Ih]h demand. There is no chapel. The patients have

from day rooms so religious services
ein be @rriad ont. There are not sufficient sunrooms
or lom to ut:ur for the needs of the old people. It ia

hﬁd that some attention can be given to these
:mut:hu irr the near future.

ST. JOHN'S PARK CEMETERY

Under the jurisdietion of the S5t John's Park Improve-
ment Act 1960 during the past ve months appl.lr:a-
tions have received from the pu the
ETaves trlm:hr:md to Cornelian Bay and variouz o‘thar

centres.  This work has commenced and should be eom-

leted in the coming When thiz area ia converted
rntn a park it should an:-ry beneficial to the residents of
St. John's Park Hespi

ST. JOHN'S P.lth’. BOYS' AND GIRLS' CLUBS

Onee n:niu & happy r has Leen spent in the social
activities anl. and Girls Socinl Club, The
g-uml.] mirll-. whlch exists s very huru:ninz and it is

uﬂn e L A D “nfif it and
I al intercst in the % a a
o nity of thankin h-ng' s who

hl.ﬂ gim of ir time vnlunmrll make t.ha livea of
the boys and girla at 5t. Johns Park Hospital a little

;yder boys participated in football and ericket
the year, and the girls enjoyed playing tenmis.
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RELIGION

During the year the spiritual welfare of the patients
was given every attention by the various denominations.
Services were held reg ularl{ but unfortunately there is
no chapel at St. John's Park Hospital and the religions
gervices have to be held in the various day rooms, which is
most embarrassing. I would like to thamk those persons
who have been responsible for the spiritual welfare of the
patients during the past year.

APPRECIATION

During the past year the policy of endeavouri to
make the hm of the patients happier at St. John's Park
Hoapital supplying change of environment and
orgarised trlpa- has n very successful, and I take this
|'.|l|H:lI‘1!uliil3." of thanking the stalf at S5t John's Park

ital, the 5t. John's Park Hiosk Auxiliary, the
mec and Moonah Apex Clubs, the Moonah and

Hobart Rotary Clubs, Count Women's
Ammum. the Bed Cross .Scu-t:mt'_r, and all who have
nssisted in earryimg out this programme. forward

with keen anticipation to their continued support and
help in this regard.

My sincere thanks are due 40 the members of the St
John's Park Kissk Auxilinry for their splendid work
during the past year. It has n responzible for supply-
ing_over £2000 worth of equipment for the benefit of the
patients. This work is greatly appreciated.

Our special thanks are due to the Director-General of
Health Serviees, Doctor J. Edis, for his sincere interest
in our problems and hiz efforts at all times to try and
mest cur many demands,

LE but not least, I would like to record my sincere
appreciation to the staff for the eplendid way in which they
have earried out their duties during the past year. I
cannot spenk too highly of my staff, many of whom have
given hours and hoors of mre-rtin'u} without any reward
whatever, except the knowledge that they have con-
tributed to the comfort and happiness of the patients at
3t. John's Park Hospital.

HOSPITAL STATISTICS
Nuupek oF BEps AvaluanLe

Waomen's Division

. 215 inclading 120 Hospital Beds

Male Division .. - Hﬂ inclading lﬂ] Hospital Beds
M‘ '“EI
PATIENTS
e e L Luisen ——
dH m Admitted Discharged Death 3 imi A
amis at Gal= it ks aLha CIELInE nt Virago
Year mant of Yoor End of Yoar 1|':ﬂni!‘:f'
M. | F. |Total| M. | F. |Tm.| M. | F. |[Total| M. | F. [Toial| M. | F. !Tumi'
1860-61 280 | 145 | 425 | 184 | 52 | 216 | 88 | 28| 117 | | =7 i e | 2s2 | 142 ] 424 | 42017
1961-82 .. | 282 | 142 | 424 | 155 | 123 i 278 | 88 | 26 4 I 00 | 48 | 145 | 2713 | 190 | 483 | 455.78
| | | | | |
SUMMARY 1060-61 1961-62
1960-61 1961-62 P £
Hum!nr resident at commence- B o Exponditure:
&mnu -dl.ll'.'ll'l-t j.“_r 216 ang Balaries .. 210,030 243,650
— e Fuel and light 18,244 14,115
Discharged during year e M g ™ Provisions, medicines, &e. 52,486 57,468
uri oar . .. 100 217 1456 230 Equipment, stores, uni:‘nrrm: ahd
% S R e e mairtenance 27,156 27,841
424 463 Sundries . . 7,792 8,037
Revenue: £315,708 £352
1960-61  1961-62 =
e £ £ B di £ K d
Commonwealth Hmitl.l Bene- Gross daily : 212 224
fits . 23008 28,660 Net daily cost per |nmite 110 B 111 7
s il "W‘*de },‘ﬁ- Pm ony 31T ZBEBR0 Grogs weekly cost per inmate 48 2 1416 5
contril T 28,761 38382 Net weekly cost per inmante 18 0 11 1 3
War Su:n'iu "Penszionz  contri-
butions o SRR R 2794 3,381
Pri::du fdintenance . .. .. .. lﬂﬂ 1;.%?2
1,066 64 A. J. TREBILCOCK, Superintendent.
£315,T08 £352 234
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REPORT OF THE TECHNICAL DIVISIPIE'IN E{ CI%EEEMISTRYJ FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH
1962,

STAFF

In October wo regrotfully farewelled the Government
.ﬁ.n:l:.-srt. Mr. H. E, Hill, after 17 years of office. He will

b IE remembered for his kindly manner and the
ﬂlunb assistance readily given to his staff, other
service officers and the members of the public who

sought his adviee. O behalf of the laboratory stafl
the Public Service Commizsioner made a presentation to
Mr. Hill at a amall function held in the laboratories. We
hope that Mr. Hill will be spared for many years in
which to enjoy hizs well-carned retirement.

Mr. Stackhouse was promoted to the position of officer-
in-charge of the newly established Agronomy Division
Soils Laboratory in February this year, leaving a vacancy
for which it will prove difficult to obtain a replacement
of similar calibre,

A vacant position of Technieal Assistant was flled in
January by the appointment of Mr. Langlods.

Mr. Jones obtained his Diploma of Applicd Chemistry
at the December examinations and his trarsd

! 3 er to the
professional staff will materially assist in the work of
the Division.

At the moment of writing, the offices of chemist-ini-
cha of both the Food and Agricultural sections remain
uniil _ The extremely low saluries bmmf offered for
theze senior positions s making it almost Impossible to
obtain chemizts with sofeiently wide experience bto f11
the vacancies. Much important work has had to be
soverely curtailed as we now have the lowest number of
qualificd staff for 13 years. This has been detrimental
to laboratory efficiency as well as that of those depart-
ments dependent on olir services,

To the stafl 1 express my simcere thanks for thelr
vitilunlr]-c support during n ditficult and arduous time for
all,

SUMMARY OF WORK

Semples for Anclysis

The materials examined number 4692, an increase of
1026 over the previous year. e again I:Im Agricultural
work—chiefly 80l testing and plant analysis, p inate
to be followod closely by air and gas testing, as was the
case last year. P ard water samples were agnin well
te the fore and there was a marked inereaze in the
number of human toxicological samples examined.

The following tables illustrate the nature and sources of
the materials submitted:—

TaBLE 10.—MATERIALS EXAMINED

Soils A 1,483
Air and gases ... ... . ... .. .. 1324
Flants ... .. BA0
Waters ... .. ... .. b
Foods ... .. 256
Tmmolumc:] lHuman} samples 2p2
Crime axhibita . . .. .. ... ... (151
Blood aleohol tests . 57
Feeding stulfs .., ... .. .. ’ 54
Fertilizors el Bl

Detergents and c]:n!ﬂim‘r
materials ... ... . o 41
Animal polsoning mmp}ca [k 25
Pesticides | (e 4 |
Building mutrrlala Ly | T e 21
Corrosian pmdu::h 14
Disinfectants ... .. T 14
Fuels and iubrh:at,mg n:la e Ty 13

Inflammable Ilqmdu [nth.er than
fucls) . ; T
Paper and l.extl.l-a: : T
Drugs and medicimes | [
Palmk: b Sae st et S B 6
Toothpaste (Auoridated) 4
Human milk T 3
Cosmetics 1
Miscellaneous ... 44
4,652

TapLe 11—S0URCES OF SAMPLES
State Departmenti—

Agriculture . 1,968
Health 1,329
Polieg i 27
Forestry . a7
Supply nnd Tonder .00 58
Inland Fisheries . :ﬁ

Tasmanian Grain Eleu.t.o-ﬂ
Agricultural Bank . L 26
Public Works 16
Hydro-Electrie Commission 12
Rivers and Water Enﬁply g
Transport {Eailway

Labour and Induﬂ-r'f - 5
Education 3
Prizons, Industrial  Develop.
ment, harmacy rd
(1 each) dosae s Em e 3
Publie and buosinesa firma .., .. G616
Local authorities ... . .. 2m
Hospitals and irstitutions . 30
Commonwealth Departments . 24
4,692

Advieory Work

This nzpect of the function of the Division eontinues
to grow with each year, particularly with respect to the
chemical problems encountered by various government
departmenr_t bath State and Commorwealth, Investi
tions are still being made in conjunction with the
Division of the Department of Agrienlture into problems
aszocinted with the most soitable and economic
for dairy usze. The water supplies to several hos
are being investigated with a wview mprovement.
Certain difficulties concerned with the stocking of inland
wators with trout have been referred to the laboratory
for mdviee and investigations.

Constant reference is made to the lnboratory for infor-
motion re the composition and efficiency of drugs, feeding
stuffs, disinfectants, building materials, &z, A large
amount of thiz advisory work does not involve actual
chemical analysls of sam and iz therefore not
ineluded in the tables above, but it takes up a considerable
amount of the time of various officers, particularly the
senior staff.

AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY

The Importance of agriculture and agricnltural
roducts i the life of the eommunity ML Eauged
m the fact that 2200 of the total samples examined

{4632} were of these materials.
of place while

Zoil samples (14B3) again took pride
Hlant samples (530} were well up on the previous year's

gures.

Farmers continue to submit soil samples in the realisa-
tion that soil analysis, conpled with the tﬂ-e'tmlul
knowledge of the agricultu field officers
assistance in helping to overcome soil imlliw pu'-num
on their propertics,

A rumber of pesticides were again examined in con-
néction with alleged damage to trees and erops I
the uze of spray waterials. In several caszes
plaints were able to be supported, but it would a
that in many cases the trouble oxperienced is

herenee to the makers’ instructions and
aulty or contamirmbed materials

The growth of interest in the use of pro
lated feeding stuffs, particularly in poultry husbandry, is
reflected by the inerease in nember of su l:lmp'Iu
submitted during the year.

FORENSIC CHEMISTRY AND TOXICOLOGY

Exhibits examined for the police in conmection with
erimes numbered 63 (15 cases) mred in most cases entailed
later attendance at court proceedings e insulating
materials, soil, debris from c’l-urthu. pnim'. nkes md glass
fragments were the chief items examined, mainly in I'|.~
nection with safesbrenking, break- arid-enier- lnj
run accidenta {one viebtim [nelng a police officer on dutﬂ

Toxieologleal specimens numbered EﬂE from 52 cnses.
Barbiturates apain accounted for the la I'. number of

deaths with other sedative dr the fore,
npparently having displaced st uqilnmu nnd arsenic as
the favoured materials,
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Specimens submitbed for blood aleohol tests showed a
decrense over the previous year's figurces, the difference
being in the number of samples submitted as a result of
w!u!ﬂ.-ry blood tesis taken from persons accused of

riving under the influence of aleohol (18), 1t s,
ever, significant that of these 18 specimens, 16 were
found to contnin a concentration of alcohol in excess
of 160 milligrams per 100 millilitres. The remainder of
the spocimens (41) were mainly taken from deceased
persons  (road accident victims, murder wvictims and
persons foursd dead wtihout any cause being shown at
autopsy ). Aleohol was present in all but eight cases.

Industrial Hygiene

A mumber of tests were carried out in connection with
the use of low-pressure gas fork-lift trucks in ships’ holds.
These proved satisfactory and the use of this type of
vehicle in such confined spaces was approved by the
au eoneerned. Unfortunately, on one oceasion,
several waterside workers were overcome by carbon
monoxide f sul wently traced to maladjustment of
the nir-fuel injector system. A check of the air in the
hold hours after the compluint, disclosed carbon
vels of 500-600 p.pm. in varfous sections of

space. It is not expected that a similar
situation | oecur in the future with daily checks of

exhaust carbor monexide level and the improved
YEn recommended.

In one industrial undertaking samples of air taken in
the breathing zone of operators engaged in the argon
welding of alominium showed dangerous concentrations of

manoxide e
the workin

czone, @ problem now overcome better  designed
ventilation.
Atmospheric Pollution

smoke

Rﬁ!ﬂlr sampling in connection with the alle
poll near a brickworks in Loaunceston had to cease
in December, firstly on account of the breakdown of the
equipment used and latterly, after replacement of the
defective equipment, by the absence of any suitable houszing
for the tester due to the rea}lmptinnﬂ]:jr the Public Works
Department of the hot previously used.

Ap#re:il.ﬂon iz recorded of the assistance given by the
N.5.W. Occopational Health Laboratory in determining
the early results of tests taken with our antomatic smoke
sampler. purchase of our own cnmfaﬂsﬂn apparatus
will enable us to carry out the reading in the future.

Inwutlﬂ' tion into the alleged air pollutiorr from a
aouthern kworks iz still continuing.
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WATERS AND CORROSION PROBLEMS

Approximately the same number of waters ns last vear
were examined. However, the number of samples sub-
mitted by locnl nuthoritics from established, or proposed,
water sources for townships decreased. Due to the
extremely dry eonditions over the whole State, there was
8 corresponding incrense in the number submitted by

rivate persons seeking alternative domestic water soureca.
n guite p few cases these were taken from re-opened
wells, previously disregarded for up to seventy i,»eura ﬁ
# source of water. In many cases they were found
deliver ]mmpl.u water and in the majority of the other
cnses, cloanimg of the disused wells enabled & potable
water source to be established in addition to the reliance
previously placed on the tank storage of rain water,

MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES

Since the retirement of Mr. Hill I have replaced him
on variows Boards and Committees ineluding the Food
nnd Drogs Advisory Committee; the Stock Medicines,
Fertilizers and Pesticides Boards; the Flooridatior Com-
mittee; &c.  Mr. J. W, Wishart, the Assistant Gowvern-
ment Analyst, has %ﬂ'ﬂn the major part of the evidence
in the court work, the balance being given by me. Until
his promotion, Mr. K. M. Stackhouse was res ible for
the linison between the laboratory amd the officers of the
Department of Apgriculture, a funetion latterly being
carried out by Me J. G, McDavitt.

In conclusion 1 must éxpress the deep concern felt
by the whole Inboratory stafl at the existing gross deficiency
of modern, highly specialised instruments required by a
laboratory of oor scope.  Withoot this equipment the
deteetion and determination of many highly toxic drugs
as well ng dangerous chemicals used as ichdes, &e.;
eannot at present be undertaken the la tory, with
the distinet possibility that cases of death caused by such
materials eonld pass unds Additionally, the present
building, which was mot dl:ﬂ%gf.hd as a laboratory, is mot
only unsuited to modern laboratory needs but is al
grossly overcrowded, thereby further reducing personal
and group efficiency. Until the laboratory is houszed in
premises designed to meet present-day requirements and
18 fully equipped with the necessary ramge of modern
apparatus and instruments, it is im ible either to meet
the demands made of it or to fulfl purposes for which
it was established.

M. H. R. SHIPP, B.Be, A.R.A.CL,
Government Analyt and Chemist.

VITAL STATISTICS SUPPLIED BY THE DEPUTY COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN.

STATISTICAL AND GENERAL

AustRaLian Bieri-Rates pEr 1000 oF MeAr POPULATION

Population: Estimated on 215t December, 1951 — 1058 i 1980 1961
Males 185,661 fal {ad (1]
Females 178473 Tasmania R i 256.565 2526 25,52 2540
[ New South Wales 21.66 21.49 21.58 22.06
364,184 Victoria 22.55 22.36 2241 2251
—_— weensland . . . 23.59 2431 23.62 2418
outh Australia . .. 22.35 2212 2210 2311
Waestern Aunstralia 23.90 24004 2341 23.18
Mortherne Territor 2205 33.70 2005 33.22
Australian  Capita
Territory . 31.00 o 22 20,12 29,49
Australin 28,60 2257 o 48 2885
(o) These rates have been re-saleulsbed on the basks of populstion
fipurm adjusted in sccordance with the prefiminary reglts of
the censum of Ph Jume, 1961.
CAUSES OF DEATH IN TASMANIA, 1957-61.
et
Ciroeg
Ho. lI::I:'l":'u--."' Cousa of Denth 1957 1058 1869 1060 1061
1 001-138 Infective and Parasitic Diseases ... ... ... 87 49 33 42 34
2 140-238 T A el S e I (o 891 335 a7l 414 404
a Allergic, Endocrine Systom, Metabolie and
MNutritional Diseases .. ... ... ... ... .. 7o a2 Th A4 0
4 200-299 Diseases of the Blood and Blood Forming
L e s e R R R 12 T 10 18 12
5 300-326 Mental Psychomeurotic and Personality
i 330-3098 Diseazes of the Nervops System and Sense
D omw pEvEtesewesss 08 8 o
SCARER O 124 ta BT et »
g 470-527 Dieasez of the Rg.upiratnw S}.’r:tem 217 203 245 206 203
1] 53-537 Discases of the D:wﬂwriﬂtm -] 104 B4 B9 B3
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CAUSEE oF DEATH, 1957-61—continued.
Internstional
L lasslfication
Giroup Conle
Na, New Caws of Death 1857 1958 1%3% 1960 11
10 GR-G2T Diseases of the Genito Urinary System .. o3 £1 85 Bo 108
11 40580 Doliveries and Complications of Pregnancy,
Childbirth and Puerperiom .. .. .. 2 & 2 4 1
al2 H0-T16 Diisenses of the Skin and Cellolar Tisswe 1 a [} T 5
13 T20-Td4 Disenses of the Bones and Organs of
Aorw e v v e s 15 18 12 18 13
14 To0-T5G Congenital Malformations .. ... ... .. .. e a8 67 456 65
15 TH0=TT6 Certain Diseases of Early Infancy .. .. 3 a1 100 T8 a0
18 TEO=THE Symptoms, Senility, and I ned con-
ditions T e ot T R = 29 40 19 33
17 BOO-Fop Accidents, Poisoning, and Vieclence .. Z21E 223 236 218 227
2,670 2,708 2,780 2,870 2,789
SPECIFIC DISEASES INCLUDED IN THE ABOVE GROUP.
International
Clamsifieation
Group Cexie
Mo Ko Cousa of Death 1887 1953 198% £ 00 pLoos
1 001-0149 Tubereuiosiz (all forms) .. 16 a1 19 22 16
2 140-205 Maligrant Neoplasme ... ... 0 <o oo o S86 391 168 407 306
3 280 Diabetos Mollitus ... . ol s e 40 42 &0 43 B2
[} 330352 Cerelbrnl Haemorrhage and Thrombosis aa6 317 1] 203 it
T 410=443 Heart DEneases . .0 . oe o o e o 814 LEE) BOT ga1 45
8 400493 Preumonin < 126 140 167 133 107
8 G0-502 Bronchitiz el A S 43 45 27 50 L)
10 500-504 Nephritis and Nephrosis ... .. .. ..o o £ 38 &2 a4 42
17 810825 BMotor Vehiele Traffic Accldents R (i T4 a7 86 71
17 210-538 Other Menbdurbr . s T wl h an e e BT 5T (153 62 02
17 970-978 Suicide e 40 a3 33 20 20

Report of the Division of Public Health for the Year Ended 30th June, 1962

In recent years a great deal has been written
about the ageing of the population, the increased
expectancy of life, and the consequent growing
importance of the problems of old age. It is
obvious that most of this will have been penned
by people, like myself, approaching the age of
retirement ; and human nature being what it is,
probably to such people the actual or prospective
needs of old age are becoming of increasing
interest,

It iz necessary that we should preserve a senze
of proportion. While it is true that the average
life span in the Western world has increased,
though not as much as many people think, we
must remember that there has been almost a
ﬂopulstmn explosion in Australia, and that it

as been concentrated largely in the younger age
groups. Since 1954 the number of births in Tas-
mania in each year has been greater than in the
previous year; and there is every sign that this
inerease will continue. The census of 1961
revealed the fact that 33.48% of the population
of this State is under the age of 16 vears. This
is often described as a wave of increase of popu-
lation which has had its impaect firstly on services
for infants, secondly en pre-school centres, and
thirdly on achools. The very word “ wave™ is
deceptive, because it carries with it the mental
picture of a crest which produces a temporary
rise in level, and then subsides. ‘This iz not & true
picture. In the absence of some guite unusual
calamity, the increase in population will go on.
The so-called wave has swept through infamt
welfare services, pre-school centres, and schools;
but there will be no slackening in this process.
The increased number of children now leaving
school will be reaching marriageable age in a
few vears, and will themselves be starting
fumiliea. We cannot expect any slackening in

the demand for services conmnected with infant
and child health; and we must beware of the
geriatricians who would tell us that the problems
of old age are all that matter.

Another aspect of this may be of considerable
interest if an]Iy for its political implications in
the future. n my annual report for 1957-58,
which has never been printed, I referred to a
visit to Tasmania in 1957 by Dr. Frank G.
Dickinson, Director of the Bureau of Medieal
Feonomic Research of the American Medical
Association. Dr. Dickinson was engaged in
sociological research into the effects of the
changing age-structure of the popuolation of
various eountries. His conclusions were s
guen_tllr‘ published in the Journal of the American

fedical Association for 1st March, 1958. He
ints out that Australia, in 1961, would be the
rat * Western ™ nation in the world to enter
upon an era in which the average age of the
peraons entitled to vote will become progressively
younger as each year passes. If present trends
continue {(and there is every indication that
will), each year a higher proportion of voters will
be under 50 years of age than the qm on in
the year before. The effect on the electorate will
be gradual, but will progress steadily. ‘This
means that, as years go on, more and more voters
will be in the group that is interested in problems
of youth rather than of age.

In any nation that may have to struggle to
survive (and there can be little doubt that
Australia is in this category) it is of wital
importance to look after the vouth of the com-
munity, for they are the people upon whom that
nation will depend. in the vears to come. For
all of these reasons, the health services that are
concerned with youth are of paramount import-
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ance. It is true that the problems with which
they deal have changed in the last fifty years.
When the infant welfare movement was founded
by Truby King in the first decade of this century,
the outstanding problem w:m the high infant
mortality rate due largely bad methods of
infant feeding. Truby Kmﬁe‘fﬂuﬂdad a service,
first in New Zealand, and afterwards elsewhere,
which tackled this pru'blem by the education of
mothers. The particular problem has largely
been golved; but others have arisen to take its

and thme too can be solved by education.
E']w G]’l]ld Health Serviee and the School Health
Service are the beat weapons available to us for
health education, because the education that they
impart is on a personal level, and this is the most
effective method. Studies in Great Britain and
elsewhere in recent wvears have shown that
maﬂ:rqda of mass propaganda are not nearly as
effective as personal health education, where an
individual ean discuss his or her problem with
someone qualified to help with it. For this
reason in every year in which I have red
the annual report of the Public Health Division,

and cularly in recent years, I have given
prmnm to the work of these two services,

HEALTH INDICATORS

The Expert Committee on Health Statistics of
United Nations Organization has recommended
the use of two figures as comprehensive health
indicators. One is the proportionate mortality

ratio at 50; in other words the proportion of

total d that oceurs in people over the age
of 90. The figures for the last ten years are
shown below :—
Deaths of Persons Aged 50 and Over
FPar Camt of
Year Huamber Total Desths
1952 .. 1,867 76.27
1953 ... 1,987 T7.80
16564 ... 2,113 T8.38
1965 .. 1,942 TE.02
1956 ... 1,593 7981
1957 .. 2,118 7836
1958 . 2,130 TEOE
1958 ... 2,170 TH.38
1960 . 2,150 BO.G2
1961 . 2,230 828

The other h:ealth indicator recommended by the
Committee is the late infant mortality rate. The
figures for each year since 1955 are:
Rate -p-ui;g.m Live Dirths

Iafant
Age nt Denth 2186

1987 Wy 1940 g6l

Under 1 month 149 134 124 148 112 119
1 month-1 year 6.1 6.6 7.1 B.G 7.8 4.0
TOTAL ..» . 210 202 106 ‘234 1940 168

The deaths between one month and one year
include those which are preventable by a high
standard of infant care. The low figure for
1961 is gratifying, though one must beware of

wing an optimistic conclusion from the figures
for a single vear.

CHILD HEALTH SERVICE

The chart “ Child Health Sisters per 1000 Live
Births " shows that the is atill below the
level of 1951-56. In the anual report for 1959-60
I outlined some of the reasons which militate
against the recrwitment of fully qualified staff,
and I do not propose to go over the same ground
again this year. In the same annual report, and
agiin in 1960-81, I gave a brief description of
a plan for prﬂ"'ndmg our own staff by a system of
in-service training—the system which would be
adopted, in similar circomstances, by industry.
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It is disappointing that no progress whatever has
been made with the appointment of a health
visitor tutor, to organise this training ; and until
thiz appointment becomes possible, the plan must
necessarily remain in abeyance, and we shall con-
tinue to live from hand to mouth in our search for

qualified staff,

The following information is summarised from
the report of the Supervisory Sister:—

() Stag

At the end of June there were 40 members of
the staff, 88 full-time and two part-time. During
the year three senior members of the staff, Sisters
Lester, Murray and Hayes, retired. They will be
sadly mizsed, and the sterling work that they
have done in the serviee has been greatly
appreciated.

(b)) Centres

There are 101 centres including 12 travelling
units. Secottadale and Deloraine were without
resident sisters for some months during the year;
a member of the staff from Launceston paid
occasional visits to the main centre during the
year, but little, if anything, could be done to
provide a serviee for outlying portions of these
districts. Work commenced in three new centres
during the year; at Howrah and Risdon Vale
sisters conduct regular elinics in  buildinga
borrowed or rented for the purpose, while a service
is Emvidcd on Flinders Izland by a sister who

own from Launceston by light aircraft once
a month, and visits mothers in their homes., New
buildings at Riverside and Springfield were
opened in July, 1961.

(¢) Transport

Milage is paid to 24 members of the staff who
use their own cars for the work., There are 11
departmental cars (4 Holdens, 4 Volkswagens and
3 Simeas),

(d) Leetures in Mothereraft

Lectures were given to senior girls from 84
gchools and 511 certificates were granted. It
is pleasing that the decline in the numbers attend-
ing these lectures in recent years haz mot con-
tinued. Theze lectures are a very practical piece
of health education, and it is important that they
ghould reach as wide an audience as possible,

(e) Students

Nine nurses completed the course for the certifi-
eate in Child Health, eight at the Mothercraft
Home, and one at Calvary.

Twenty-seven mothercraft nurses completed
training, fifteen at the Mothercraft Home, and 12
at Calvary.

One other aspect of the work of Child Health
Clinics deserves apecial mention. At the sugges-
tion of the Director of Mental Health, all babies
attending the centres now have a urine test for
phenylketonuria as soon as possible after they
attain the age of six weeks. Phenylketonuria is
a rare condition, appearing in infancy and leading,
if unchecked, to mental defect. Iis offects can
be controlled, if detected soon enough, by a special
diet; but the prevention of mental defeet later
depends on early detection. During this year
3876 tests were done, all negative,

Members of the staff owe a great debt of
gratitude to Dr. J. Millar and Dr. R. Wall, who
act as consultants at the Hobart and Launceston
centres, and to Dr. N. Newman who has given up
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CHILD HEALTH SISTERS PER 1.000 LIVE BIRTHS.

T N

1851 1952 1563 18564 19566

his valuable time for a series of talks to members
of the Hobart staff on health problems of
infaney. Dr. Newman's departure has left a
gap that is hard to fill.

I also thank, on behalf of every member of
the staff, the Child Health Association. The
local committees of this association not only pro-
vide many of the things needed in the elinics, but
also play a very important role in fostering local
interest in this work of national importance.
Once again, this year, in the interests of brevity,
I have omitted from this report the tables giving
full details of the work of the individual centres.
These are published in the annual report of the
association, copies of which can be obtained from
the State Secrataﬂr. Child Health Association,
Box 534F, G.P.0.,, Hobart.

The work of the Mothercraft Home has been
carried on under the usual difficulties caused by
an old and unsuitable building, and shortage of
staff. It is quite noticeable that it is more
difficult to get staff for the home than for positions
a8 sister in the Child Health Bervice; and I have
little doubt that this extra difficulty is cccasioned
by the working conditions in the home. As much
as seems economically justifiable is being done
to improve these conditions; but it iz not easy
to decide how much expenditure on an old and
inconvenient building iz justifiable.  There is
little doubt that the wisest thing would be to cut
our losses and move the work of the home fo a
new building designed for the purpose. When
one contrastz the present facilities with those

rovided in the Karitane hospitals that I saw
guring a recent visit to New Zealand, the diffi-
culties under which our staff work become pain-
fully ohvious.

1956

1967 L858 1858 1860 1961

SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES

These, of course, fall into two categories,
medical and dental. The report on each is com-
bined here, as each service has the same aim, to
protect the health of school children; but this
report i3 prepared from separate ris sub-
mitted to me by the Medical Officer in charge, and
the acting Senior Dental Officer.

The chart, * School Population Compared with
Medical Examinations " shows that in the last
yvear the rate of increase in examinations has
kept up with the rate of increasze in school popu-
lation; but we will still have a long way to go
before we reach the average of the years 1951-56.
As I have pointed out on a number of occasions,
it is both more efficient and cheaper to employ
one whole-time medical officer than two hali-
time ones. From thiz point of view the staff
during this year has undoubtedly been the most
effective that we have had, certainly since 1956,
perhaps for much longer, At the same time some
odd corners of the State can be efficiently served,
for geographical reasons, by part-time officers.
A list of the medical staff will appear at the end
of thiz report.

There have been some changes in the staff of
achool sisters. An appointment was made in the
Burnie district to the vacancy left by the death of
Sister Stebbins; but unfortunately the appointes
had to withdraw for health reasons, and has been
replaced. Considerable difficulty was experienced
in obtaining a replacement for Sister Kent, whose
headquarters had been in Queenstown. Finally
the problem was solved by three part-time appoint-
ments, one in Queenstown, one in Rosebery, and
one in Strahan.
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TASMANIAN SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICE
SCHOOL FPOPULATION COMPARED WITH MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS.
B
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{A) Includes State and Private Schools.

An important adjunct to the work of the School
Health Service has been the Sunshine Home. This
institution, which is run by the Tasmanian Sun-
shine Holiday Home Association, is performing
a most valuable service to the community, and
one which represents a true application of Pre-
ventive Medicine. It enables children, selected
by the staff of the School Health Service as nead-
ing a holiday by the sea, to spend three weeks at
Howrah, It ds most regrettable that the associa-
tion haz run into seriouz financial difficulty in
keeping the home going; if it is forced to close,
the loss will be a most serious one.

We still lack a Child Guidance Clinie, to which
to refer those children who present behaviour
problems. However, I understand that there is
some prospect of the appointment of a Children’s
Psychiatrist to the Mental Health Division in the
coming year, In the meantime, very valuahle
servics iz rendered by officers of the Mental Health
Division who advise School Medical Officers on
problems of this type.

The following facts are summarised from Dr.
H. B. Gibson's annual report:—

(a) Total Sehool Population
(B) Number of Children Ezamined

81,49,
. 28,216

(e)

{d)

Number with Defects for Notifica-

-

tion

Analysiz of Defects :—
(1) Orthopaedie—
Posture ... .
Limbs ..
Other

(2) Eye Conditions—
Vision .
Squint ..
Other

(3) TTH&, Cervical GGlands,

{4) Ear Conditions—
Hearing
Otitis ... .
Other

(5) Nutrition—
Overweight

Underweight
her .

........ 8,
(33.4%)
Tdd
T24
a7
—_ 1,665
1,216
263
199
— 1,678
5356
317
5T
160
— 534
151
25
36
e 282
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(6) Skin and Hadr ... ... oo i ol 259
(T) Urogenital ... ... ... . e e 128
VRN ot St o, 00, it i | e, a7
(9) Speech ... ... . 56
(10) Gaitre N T L as
fll} Hernia ... .. L P A EE
(12) Lungs .

(13) Heﬂhﬂ smmay el W 15
(14) O S 272

(e) Children examined with porents ottending
5116 (37.8%)

(f) Follow-up of defects noted af medical
examinations, now krown to hove been

treated—
Physical Dremtal
1960-61 examinations 2,832 1,150
1961-62 examinations 1,878 1,163
(g) Immunization history of school entranfs;—
Di hthena iy 7,542 85.65%
..... 7388 83.89
Wh-:)upmg: Gaugh TATG B4.89%
Pahmmrehﬁa 8,081 81.8%
Smallpox .. 435 4.9%
(k) Asszezssment of personal hygiene of szeliool
B o—
Excellent . 3,632 41.24
Good . 3 4,016 55.8
BRI e 248 2.76%
RO Tl P i 9 0.10%
Not recorded .. . . f 0.06 9%

(i) Goitre Research

It has become increasingly apparent that, by
supplying iodine in the form of tablets contain-
ing 1 mg. of potassium fodide to school children
every week, we have succeeded in reducing the
incidence of goitre, to practically normal levels,
in at last two-thirds of the te, including
Hobart and Launceston. In this area the rate

approximately 5% in adolescent girls) compares
avourably with the incidence in those parts of
the world generally considered non-goitrous. In
the Huon district, in which there is some doubt
about the complete success of iodine prophylaxis,
treatment with thyroxin was found to reduce the
size of thyroid gland in a significant number of
children. In the zchoola on D'Entrecasteaux
Channel, ﬁrﬂxin appeared to protect some
aumeptible children from the effect of the goitro-
genic factor which occurred each spring since
1956. This result was somewhat inconclugive,
;md ;tﬁ és proposed to use larger doses of thyroxin
n 1962.

In the spring of 1961 the seasonal variation
during the previous year in the North-
West did not re-appear,

Ag in previous vears, the work of the School
Health Service has been greatly assisted by the
co-operation of the Education Department, the
Department of Social Welfare, the Common-
wealth Acoustic Laboratory, and a number of
medical specialiats, particalarly ephthalmologists,
consultant physicians, and orthopaedie surgeons,
Ehn help by sending reports of cases referred to

em.

On the Dental side of the Service, we have come
to the end of an era with the retirement on Srd
April, 1962, of Mr. A. W. Scott. He joined the
service in 1941, and became Senipr Dental
Officer in 1948. He has been & most valued
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colleague who will be greatly missed. Dr. (Dent.)
D. Maecdonald has acted as Senior Dental Officer
until the vacant position can be filled.

At the préesent time there are only 10 full-time
school dental officers, though the full establish-
ment should be 19. Shortage of staff is a problem
which troubles dental services in many countries.
It appears that, of the various professions that
are entered through university training, dentistry
is failing to attract its share of students, and this
i= resulting in a world-wide shortage of dental
graduates. As soon as the new Senior Dental
Officer is appointed, we hope to make an active
drive for recruitment, to try to attract our share
of those studentz who will gpraduate in the next
year or two. If this fails, as it may in view of
the factor mentioned above, and the specious lure
of large gross incomes obtainable in private
practice, we may have to give serious considera-
tion to the training and employment of gome form
of ancillary staff, such as the so-called School
Dental Nurse of New Zealand. Similar schemes
are being instituted, or actively considered, in
several other countries in the British Common-
wealth, and have been advocated by the Senior
Dental Officer of the Ministry of Health, in Great
Britain. Of the success of the MNew Zealand
scheme there can be no doubt; in the yvear ended
31st March, 1962, the ratio of fillings to extrac-
tions in School Dental Service patients was 100
to 8.4. The best figure in Tasmania in previous
yvears was 1.96 to 1 in 1959-60; and the figure
last year was 1.64 to 1.

Members of the dental stafl consistently report
the need for some orthodontic service in the State,
but the possibility of the appointment of an
orthodontist has been precluded both by the
shortage of other ataff and by financial considera-
tions. Towards the end of 1961-62, Dr. John
Heath, of Melbourne, made an offer to train two
of our present stall in his system of orthodontics.
Thia poszibility will be explored when the new
Senior Dental Officer iz appointed.

A new static dental clinic is now in uze at
Ulverstone, enabling the dentist in that district
to alternate hetween the town and a mobile clinic
in the country. In view of the number of
country children who come to the town schools
by bus, and the fact that Ulverstone serves as a
convenient centre for a large sector of the hinter-
land, such an arrangement provides a better
serviee for the majority of country childrven in
the area than is possible from a mobile elinie
alone. A similar combination of static and mobile
elinica has worked well in the Devonport and
Burnie districts for a nomber of years.

Ever since A?rll 1258 I have been resisting
variouz proposalz made, usually directly to the
Minister without any consultation with people
actually working in the service, for the transfer
of the achool dental elinic in Devonport from its
present convenient site to the Mersey Hospital
Outpatients’ Department. It is quite obvious
that the object 15 to increase the appearance of
occupation of thiz building—aquite a natural
reaction for people who find themaelves saddled
with the administration of something almost
completely unoccupied because it iz at least 2B
years ahead of its time.

In these circumstances there is a very real
danger of losing sight of the proper function of
a school dental clinie, which is to provide treat-
ment for school children with as little interrop-
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tion as %ussib]e to their actual education. The
clinic in Devonport serves two groups of children:
thoze attending schools in the town and East
Devonport, and those who come in from country
schools over a radius of about 20 miles, In its
present zituation the clinic iz very convenient
for the first group, being in the centre of a cirele
of about a guarter of a mile radius, on the cir-
cumference of which lie the main Devonport
achoolz, and quite close to the point at which the
ferry delivers passengers from East Devonport.
It is also very convenient for country children
because most buses from the country have their
terminus near the main shopping centre of the
town, which is adjacent to the elinic. By contrast,
the Mersey Quipatients’ Department is situated
on the periphery of the town, and therefore is not
convenient for children attending most Devonport
schoolg, very ineonvenient for East Devonport,
and remote from the route of most buses from
the country. Transport to the hospital from the
town i3 not good.

At the end of the vear to which thiz report
refers, the matter was still not decided ; but I have
ginee been informed that the elinie is to be moved.
Accordingly I have inspected the accommodation
provided for a dental clinic at the Outpatients’
Department. It suffers from numerous defects,
among which are the small size of the dental
surgeries, giving inadequate space for modern
equipment ; the fact that the dentist, if he wishes
to go from his surgery to his office, has to pass
through two doors from the surgery to the wait-
ing room, and the waiting room to the office; the
design of the recovery room, in which it will be
very difficult to place a bed without blocking
access to the room; the situation of the recovery
room, inasmuch as all access to it is directly or
indirectly throngh the waiting room: and the
design of the waiting room, into which six doors
open, thus rendering it almost impossible to pro-
vide seating for more than two patients in situa-
tions in which they do not either impede access
to a doorway or run the risk of being hit by a
door, suddenly opened.

The Senior Dental Officer has also inspected the
building, and has made a series of recommenda-
tiong for very eonsiderable structural alterations
which are necessary to fit it for use. Further-
more, the proposal to transfer the clini¢ ignores
the convenience, and the real interests, of the
people who should come first, the patients.
Thereby there iz a risk that, on account of the
extra inconvenience, some children, who at
present have good mouths because they can have
regular dental attention, may not present them-
selves regularly in future. In view of all these
facts, 1 have recommended that, if it should be
necessary to vacate the present premises, a small
building of a tvpe similar to that which has been
so suceessful at Ulverstone, should be erected in
a convenient situation in Devonport. 1 still await
a decision on this recommendation.

NUTRITION ADVISORY SERVICE

An adolescent dietary survey was initiated this
year in New South Wales by the N.8.W Nutrition
Committee. Our Nutrition Officer eco-operated
with her colleagues by extending the project to
Tasmania, with the assistanece of 18 home acience
teachers-in-training, who carried out most of the
interviewing. The final results are not vet to
hand; but when available, they should show what
difference, if any, there is between the dietary
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hahits of ople of this age group in two
Australian States. This t of information is
necesaary for the planning of any effective nutri-
tion education.

The Tasmanian Council of State School Mothers*
Clubs consulted the Nutrition Officer about pros
and cons of milk for secondary schoal chlld?rml.
As a result of this interest, hundreds of high
school and secondary school pupils, up to the age
of 13 years, are now receiving the daily 4 pint
of school milk for which they are eligible, but
which they had not received in the past.

Mothers' Clubs in primary schools in several
parts of Tasmania have shown great interest in
achool tuck shops, with the result that some of
these are now stocking food more wholesome and
less prone to cause dental decay than the sweets
which, unfortunately, form so much of the stock-
in-trade of the average tuck shop. This work
was assizted by felevision interviews includ
diacussion of wholesome foods for tuck shops
the efficient preparation of school lunches.

Data is being collected on “ over-weight ™ boys
and girls, in order to assess whether there is a
problem of adiposity among children here, as
%hqﬁ_unduubteﬂlr is in U.B.A., and possibly in

ritain.

The five-year survey of Vitamin C intake in
voung children is now in its second year, and
already has revealed that some mothers nuse more
than three times the recommended allowance,
while others, unfortunately, are under the mis-
taken impression that cordialz are a source of this
vitamin,

ENVIRONMENTAL SANITATION AND FOOD
CONTROL

The work of the Health Ingpectorate continued
to be hampered owing to the lack of proper office
accommodation until the end of May 1962, when
the Public Health Division moved from Davey
Street to 59 Collins Street.  The provision of
extra space will now enable an appointment to
be made to the position formerly occupied b
Senior Inspeetor Wolnizer who retired in 1960.

In May 1962 a five-day conference and stu
course for municipal health inspectors was held,
in furtherance of our policy of disseminating
knowledge of recent developments, and achieving
a higher standard of work among local authori-
ties. This was attended by a number of
experienced health in tora from other parts
of Australia, who made a valuable contribution
both to the discussions and by assisting in the
formation of a Tasmanian Division of the
Australian Institute of Health Surveyors. The
achievement of this organization to further the
knowledge of health inspection throughout the
State i3 a great step forward.

Problems associated with drainage, and the
disposal of sullage and sewage, as in previous
vears, have occupied a great deal of time. These
problems became especially acute in Launceston
and the adjoining municipalities, an area which,
unfortunately, includes a great deal of land which
is about as unsuitable for the wholesale installa-
tion of septic tanks as anything in Australia. In
pursuance of the policy deseribed in my last
Annual Report, it became necessary to refuse
septic tanks in a number of large subdivisions.
This resulted in a long and bitter attack on the
Director and his staff, in the Press, by persons
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interested more in the development of fairly
closely setled housing areas than in the effective
sanitation thereof. Included in this number were,
unfortunately, ta:vme i mmﬂﬂc;ipﬂ ﬁ““ml?mf'
naturally ea ush on the development o

their nrlill.rl;: arﬁ, who behaved as if they believed
that I could, by some miracle, make septic tanks
work satisfactorily in the most unabsorptive 2oil.
In this particular matter I am most grateful to
the Honourable the Minister, who presided at a
eonference in Launceston during May, at which
there was an opportunity for me and my officers
to explain the reasons for our policy. As a result,
at a subsequent conference (29th June) the muni-
cipal representatives expressed their full under-
standing of the fact that we have a job to do; and
they agreed to confer and submit some plan for
the overall sewering of the area, perhaps in

One of the interesting aspects of this con-
ference was the expression o position to pan
closets, It is quite understandable that there
should be some hostility to the pan closet, while
clearance services are operated in what is,
unfortunately, the usual manner. But, as all
the major air-lines of the world have demonstrated
and are demonstrating there is no reason why a
pan service, of a very high standard, and with-
out offence to anvone, should not be conducted by
people willing to make the effort.

Difficulties zimilar to those around Launceston
but perhaps on a smaller seale, have been met in
other areas. As I have pointed out in previous
Reports, septic tanks are not a satisfactory
alternative to a proper sewerage reticulation and
disposal scheme, in developing areas on the out-
gkirts of town. If the wholesale installation of
gaptic tanks is ﬁemitted in such places, conditions
ultimately will contain all the elements of a
potential health disaster. The real place of the
septie tank iz out in the country, where ample
land is available for absorption of all household
drainage.

Sewer is not a financial bogey if it is
namatﬁ:mth (PmpEr town planning and zoning.
The Westbury Council appears to have recognised
thiz fact, and is controlling the development of
subdivigions in an orderly way.

One thousand three hundred and twenty-two
applications for septic tanks were received during
vear, which iz a decrease of 31 on the firure
for 1960-61. Of the agplicatiﬂnﬁ received, 45
were rejected, This figure refers to actual
applications, and does not include the many sub-
divisions declared to be unsuitable for septic
tanks as a result of survey by our inspectors,

Plans and specifications for halls, publie
buildings, churches, grandstands, hotels, and
motels are examined by the Public Health Divi-
gion. This work, which iz exacting, increaszes in
magnitude each vear. As a result of the examina-
tion, councils, architects, builders, and other

le eoncerned, are advised, if necessary, on

w to alter the buildings planned to conform
with various Acts and Regulations.

One disturbing feature arises as a result of

is work. An eclementary precaution to be
observed in all buildings in which a erowd of
people may assemble is that not only should
adequate exits be provided, but that any doors
in these exits should open outwards. It is
possible to ensure this precaution in any build-
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ing which comes within the ambit of the Public
Health Act, or the Places of Public Entertain-
ment Act, which are administered in this Division;
but Parliament, in its wisdom, has removed the
control of licensed premises from these Acts, and
has placed them within the administration of
the Licensing Court—no doubt for reasons which
seemed adequate at the time. In recent years an
inereasing number of hotels have provided not
only dancing floors, but also a considerable
measure of public entertainment. It i5 most
noticeable in a number of these premizes, includ-
ing some in the Hobart area which were displayed
to a party of visitors by the Licensing Court on
18th July 1962, that not only are the exits not
adequate and not adequately marked, but in a
number of cases the doors are hung so a3 to open
inwards, I have, of course, no control over these
premises under existing lepislation, and can only
advise the Court of these potential hazards. The
Court may or may not accept this advice; it is
obvious that, in some cases at any rate, it has
not. I mention the matter here in order to point
out that an undesirable situation has arisen. Two
differing standards are being applied to rooms
used for the same purpose; one if the premises
come within the ambit of the Public Health Act
or the Places of Public Entertainment Act; the
other, less atringent, if they are under the
administration of the Licensing Court.

The disposal of garbage by local authorities
continues to provide a problem in many areas.
It is satisfactory to report that the controlled
tipping areas in Hobart, Clarence and Glenorchy
have continued to operate satisfactorily; that
Kingborough has made some progress towards
adopting the same syvstem; and that Launceston
and Devonport are planning to that end.

Sewage digposzal i alao a problem. The prac-
tice of discharging raw sewage into the sea, or
a tidal river, produces undesirable conditions,
Eartic:ula.r]y where the outfall is near a bathing

each. The growth of coastal towns, with con-
sequent dncrease in the volume of sewape dis-
charged, results in beaches, which were previously
considered safe, now showing signs of continual
pollution. The Wynyard Council has almost com-
pleted the construction of a modern treatment
works, and is to be congratulated on having the
only such plant on the Tasmanian shore of Bass
Strait. When this plant goes into operation,
it will be possible for us to lift the ban on bathing
in the Inglis River and from the East Wynyard
beach. Conditions in some of the other towns
along the North-West Coast are far from satis-
factory, and a survey iz now being carried out
to see whether it will be necessary to curtail
bathing in some areas during the coming summer,

The policing of food and drug legislation is also
supervized by the staff of the health inspectorate,
though much of the detailed work is (in theory
at any rate) carried out by local authorities.
Officers maintained supervision of the standard
of food products during the year.

To overcome the problem of protecting food-
stuffa from contamination, new regulations were
gazetted during the year, the main emphasia
being on prevention of contamination by the
customeras in butchers’ shops and other places
where unwrapped food is displayed and sold.

Draft regulations, based on those which apply
to food premises in general, were propared for
the peculiar circumstances of the scallop induatry.
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Unfortunately no progress has been made with
the introduction of legislation for proper meat
inspection. As I pointed out two years ago, Tas-
mania is the only Australian State which lacks
legislation to provide for meat inspection districts.

The position with regard to health inspectors of
local authorities is not satisfactory, largely because
almost every municipality seems to prefer to
employ one man on a wide variety of duties, of
which health inzpection is a minor (and in the
eves of some councillors, unimportant) part,
rather than co-operating with adjacent munici-
palities to employ a qualified or experienced
inspector. In these circumstances the vacancies
cannot be expeeted to attract good men. During
the year I have refused approval for the appoint-
ment of an ungualified applicant at Cygnet; the
Council wizhes to appoint him az health inapector
because he has some knowledge of road construc-
tion and repair, despite the fact that a eandidate
with some training in health inspection was
available. In pleazant contrast to this attitude
is that of the municipalities of Ki:}fgbumugh and
Wiynyard, which are appointing fully qualified
health inspectora from overseas,

INFECTIOUS DISEASES

There has been a considerable increase in the
number of cases of veneral disease reported, from
166 males and 20 females last year to 220 males
and 46 females. Once again the vast majority
of these cases are in the age groups 156-19 and
20-24, It is tempting to speculate on the cause
of this increase; in some quarters it is considered
to be evidence of an increase in promiscuity
among these age groups; there is, of course, no
way of checking the accuracy of thizs hypothesis,
but, if it be true, the remedy will lie in a long,
sustained, campaign of education, in the planning
of which both educationists and trained social
workers will have to play a leading part. The
Health Services Department is certainly not
equipped for such a role, and iz unlikely to be
g0 equipped until there iz peneral public recogni-
tion of the fact that it is better to provide an
organization to keep people well than to build
hospitalzs to house them when one has failed to
keep them well.

In previous years practically all cases reported
were male, and it was obvious that the medical
profession was mot making any great eifort to
trace the source of infection of these. The
inereasze in reporting of female cazes this year i=
a step in the right direction; and it has been
obvious that some, at least, of this has been due
to the co-operation of the College of General
Practitioners.

There has also been a considerable upsurge in
the notifications of infections hepatitis, as in
other States of Australia. In Tasmania this
began in February 1961, and has been consistent,
each month, sinee then. ‘Three hundred and
twenty-three of the cases reported have been in
Launceston and the municipalities near to that
cityv, out of a total of 488 for the whole State.

It now seems fairly eertain that this disease is
due to infection with a virus; and it is : ible
that the virus may have been isolated in the last
year or so. Unfortunately thiz does not mean
that any great progress has besn made in the
control of the dizease, It iz likely that the incu-
bation period may be as much as 40 days; and
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the length of this period makes the task of
tracing the route of transmizsion very difficult.
The picture is even more complicated by the fact
that apparently many cases occur of infection
with the virus that do not display the characteris-
tic jaundice that gave the disease its original
name. Until more is known about the disease,
it is difficult to suggest any control measure
other than personal  hygiene, and

administration of gamma globulin to close house-
hold eontacts. This routine has been followed in
several outbreaks in Tasmanian schools during
{;he _yiiear; it appears to have controlled these out-
reaks.

There is little else to comment on in the
statistics of infectious disease; but I think that
I should mention the subject of hydatids, which
has had a good deal of publicity recently. There
is some evidence that the official notifications do
not reveal the full incidence of the disease. Be
that as it may, it i3 preventible, and it should be
prevented. Ieeland and New Zealand have shown
that its occurrence can be immensely reduced by
Fmper control, and prﬂger feeding, of dogs. This,
ike 20 many other public health measures, calls
for education plus a small measure of
gion. A plan for a campaign to eradicate
hydatids, based on the prineiples adopted in New
Zealand, was recommended to Cabinet by the
Chief Veterinary Officer last year, but unfor-
tunately has not yet been adopted.

I must also mention the unprotected state of
the community against smallpox. There is
evidence that only a very small minority has been
recently vaccinated. In effect, the vast majority
is trusting, consciously or unconscicusly, that
the quarantine system of the Federal Health
Department will protect them. Thias was very
effective when the only meanz of travel between
Australia and Asia was by sea. Air travel has
changed the picture completely ; and it is too much
to expect that the Quarantine Service will be able,
indefinitely, to maintain our freedom from amall-
pox. We need a much higher rate of vaccination
while we are still free from the disease. Opponents
of vaccination are apt to quote, in support of their
theory, 4 number of eminent British authorities
who proclaimed, this year, that mass vaceination
did not control the 1961 outbreak of smallpox in
Bradford. I entirely agree. Mass vaccination
will never control an outbreak if the vaccination
is done at the time when that outbreak is
us; but, if done beforehand, to ensure a high
level of vacecination in the community, it is
effective, There could be little time left; it may
be later than we think.

STAFF, ORGANIZATION, AND ADMINIS-
TRATION

When I took up my appointment as Director
of Public Health, nearly 11 years ago, one of the
outstanding weaknesses of the organization was
the fact that all public health matters requiring
decizion had to be referred to the Director, who
normally, has his office in Hobart. There was
an obvions need for decentralization of adminis-
tration, with medical officers trained in public
health, in the Morth and the North-West, to give
quick, on-the-spot, decisions on local matters.
Such an arrangement ia all the more necessary
because the medical officer of health of every
Iocallnu’;hciri in the ﬂgta.te. except C]aremem 4
completely lacks post-graduate training in public
health. In other words, the lecal authorities
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depend on the advice of medical practitioners who
hﬂm had 20 or 30 hours of lectures in publm
hmlth, in a4 university course lasting for six
ﬁnna. In such circumstances it is obviously
portant that the Department should have
medical officers, with post-graduate public
health training, available to give advice at short
notice. Barly in my career I made plans for the
decentralisation of administration, but for some
reason which he has never explained and may be
i hle of explaining, these incurred the
m of the then Minister, Dr. Turnbull, It
i i It to understand, except on some
emotional basis, why such an obviously reason-
able plan should meet with implacable and
unrmoniréﬁ itiom. I achieved a measure of
the a pumtmeutuf Dr. J. B. Mackie
to the North-West in 1955. This position was,
most inadvisably, abolished during my absence in
1957. Although I ultimately succeeded in having
Dr. Mackie re-appointed in 1959, it was not until
November, 1961 that the appﬂintment of Dr, K. M.
tl:ﬂlli,a.mk to Launceston completed the organiza-
DI‘-i-

As there is obviously still some confusion about
thiz organization, it seems2 desirable to give a
brief account of it here. There are now three
medical officers (one each in Hobart, Launceston
and Burnie) who can act as deputies for the
Director. If any one of the four is away, adminis-
tration iz carried on by the other three, These
medical officers are described in the Public Service
List and in the Award of the Public Service
Tribunal as Specialist Medical Officeras; but a
title which more adequately explains their function
would be Public Health Medical Officer.

An outstanding defect in our present organiza-
tion is the complete absence of facilities for public
health laboratory work. At present it is quite
impossible to make bacteriological investipations
of food, water, &c_; and therefore we are unable
to make routine checks of the safety of these
subatances. The Commonwealth Health Depart-
ment does everything in its power to help us at
its laboratories in Hobart and Launceston; but
owing to other demands, it is unable to do more
than emergency work for us. For example,
recently I asked Dr. Mackie to take samples of
three town water supplies, for routine bacterio-
logical check; but the Commonwealth laboratory
in Launceston could not examine these for eight
weeks. There is urgent need for a State
laboratory fo handle work of this type.

During the year several members of the staff
paid visits to other public health departments, or
attended conferences on matters ariging from
their work. It is most valuable for members of
the staff to meet, and have discussions with,

le working in the same field. Miss Howeler,
he Nutrition Officer, was invited to contribute

per to the International Dietetic Conference
in Tondnli She attended this at her own expense,
We are most fnr'tuna.te to have an officer whose
work is of a standard that attracts international
attention, and who is willing to make a consider-
able finanecial sacrifice in such a cause. Miss
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Brabin, of the School Health Service, and Mias
Holland, of the Child Health Service, attended
the course in Public Health Nursing, organized
by the College of Nursing in Melbourne. Mr.
D’Alton, the Chief Health Inspector, took part
in the annual conference of health inspectora in
Queensland. Two members of the Health Inspec-
torate attended a seminar on Frozen Foods,
arranged by the University of New South Wales.
And I had the good fortune to be invited to visit
New Zealand as the guest of the Karitane
Products Soclety, thereby gaining much useful
information about public health services in that
Dominion. In many respects the public health
problems of New Zealand are more closely
related to our own than are those of some of the
mainland States; and it would help us if we had
more contact with the Dominion.

It is pleasant to be able to report that, in May
1962, the Division moved to offices at 50 Collins
Street which, though not perfect, at least allow
adequate space for officers who had been carry-
ing on their work under conditions of great
difficulty for far too long,

In former vears it was the custom to print, as
appendices to this report, an account of their
work written by each of the leaders of the various
sections of the Division. Among other things this
enabled the reader of the Report to know who is
responsible for what., In view of the change in
the form of the Report in the last two vears, and
in accordance with normal practice in many
Public Health Departments overseas, 1 append
below a list of senior officers of the Division:—

FPublic Health Medical Officera:

J. B. Mackie, M.B., Oh.B.,, D.P.H,, D.T.M.
& H.

A D. Ross, M.B,, Ch.B.,, D.P.H,, D.T.M. & H.

I{.DHI. I}Hillimﬁs, M.R.C.8., L.LR.C.P., D.P.H.

School Medical Officers (whole time) :
H. B. Gibson, M.E., B.S
G. Williams, M.B., E$ HRCS LRLC.P.,
D.R.C.O.G.
J. Farrar, M.E., Ch.E,, D.0.
Supervisory Sister, Child Health Serviee:
Mizz E. O. Foster.

Chief Health Inspector:
H. T. D’Alton, M.R.5.H., A M.I.LH.5.

Nutrition Officer:
Mizs J. F. Howeler, M.Sc,
Aeting Senior Dental Officer:
D. Macdonald, L.D.S.

To each of these, and to the staff working under
their direction, I am most grateful for their
contribution to the work of the Division during
the yvear.

H. M. L. MURRAY, LLRC.P., LR.C.S.,

LR.F.P.5, D.P.H, F.AIM.
Director of Public Health.
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RETURN Showing Notifications of Notifiable Infectious Diseases, nccording to Municipalities
ring the Year 1961-1962.
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TABLE 13.
RETURN Showing Monthly Notifieations of Notifiable Infectious Diseases During the Year
1961-62.
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Report of the Division of Tuberculosis for the
Year Ended 30th June, 1962

From the lst July, 1961, till the 20th June,
1962, the number of new cases arizing in the State,
and reported to the Division was 118, compared

(No. 66.)

with 117 for the previous year.

These cases were classified as follow:

Pulmonary Tuberculosis 95
Primary Pulmonary Tubereulosis 2
Pleurisy with Effusion ... 5
Tuberculosiz Meningitis 1

Other Non-Pulmonary Tuber-
oalosms R ERt 15
0 &8 PR et T e e 118

Comparative figurea for the percentages of
pulmonary and non-pulmonary cases for the past

five years is given in Table 15 below,

TABLE 15

fiadaSod) sof wenid

e | 0 0 L § Bt 813

Endad. -E = ¥ E‘. = 3

AR 2  E R
a0.6.58 139 8d.2 28 16.8 167
30.6.50 137 BE.6 23 14.4 160
A0.6.60 108 844 20 156 128
A0.6.61 100 35.5 17 14.5 117
30.6.62 102 B6.4 16 13.6 118

Age Groups of Notified Coses

The age group and its percentage of the total

number of eases is shown in Table 16 below, and
Tahle 17 shows the age, stage and sex of the

RETURN Showing Age and Sex Distribution of Cases of Venereal Dizeases Notified During the Year 1961-62.
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Glomorriioe

Opihalmia Noonatorum

Tertinry Syphilis

Primary Syphilis
Becondary Byphilis

notified cases.

TAELE 16
Age Groap Mo of Casem <% of Total
0 to 4 years .. 3 2.5
5 to 9 years .. 2 1.7
10 ta 14 yvears 3 256
15 to 19 years 6 Bl
20 bo 24 years 1 54
25 to 20 years 11 9.3
A0 to 54 years . . 15 12.7
35 to 3D years il 8.3
40 to 44 years 12 10.1
45 to 49 years 14 11.8
50 ta 54 years . [ B.1
55 to 5D yoars 4 2.5
B0 to B4 years i 4.3
85 to 70 years 6 5.1
0 4o T4 years . & 4.3
75 years and over & 4.3
118
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TABLE 17.
MALES FEMALES TOTALS
Agn Group § a0
| Mol Nomn- Mod. Non- Mad. Mon-
| Min. | Adwv, | Adv, | Pul, | Total | Min. | Adv. | Adv. | Pul. | Total | Min. | Adv. | Adv. | Pul. | Total
0to 4 Yoars 2 i 2 1 va s 1 a vy 3
Gto 0 Years 4 1 1 v e 1 1 s ] 2 2
10 to 14 years. . 1 i 1 ] a0 s A 2 2 1 3
15 to 19 yoar. . 1 1 o H] 4 1 [l 160 hx a2 2 2 2 &
) to 24 yenrs, . & 2 2 di 7 e a4 e ala a 5 5 A 1
25 to 20 yoars. . ] 2 i 7 " 3 A 1 4 ] 5 o 1 11
30 to 34 yooarn. . il a ik 8 X £ 1 1 7 8 & 1 1 15
a8 to 30 yeam. . - | 2 id 4 s 4 o 3 7 2 i3 A8 3 11
40 to 44 year. . 3 3 a4 1 7 1 4 1 i 4 il S 3. 12
45 to 40 year. . 3 4 | 1 1 B 1 wa 1 A T 4 1 b} 14
50 to 54 year. . el [t L 3 1 2 n 3 i 4 = 1 [
55 to 50 years. . 1.1 . s 1 1 1 1 3 1 - | - 1 4
A0 to 84 yearm. . " ) 5 4 - 1 o 1 e & i - o
a5 to 69 years. . a 1 e 4 1 1 - - 2 1 4 1 = L
70 to T4 vears. . 1 - S s 3 1 4 1 2 2 2 1 &
Byearsover| 1| .. | i | B 3 [ 12 3 1 s A T
Totals 25 | 0 | 2 n. | e | 1s | 28 | a | ¢ | 6L | 44 | 52 5 | 18 | ns

Stage of Disease at Time of Notification

Of the 102 cases in which the lungs were
involved, 43% were considered to be minimal,
52% were regarded as moderately advanced, and
the other 5% were quoted as advanced.

Figures for the past five years are given in

TahIE 18 helow.
TABLE 18

Y onr Minimal Hmﬁ Advansed m
20.6.58 Gl=4309% 6E=489% 10= 7.2% 180
30.6.50 B0=438% 6i=dib% 16=117% 137
30.6.60 44=40.8%: 52=dBl1% 12=111% 108
30.6.61 42=42% d5=46% 183=13% 100
a0.6.62 44=437%%  58=H2% 7= b% 102
Sex of Cases Notified

The percentage of male notifications for the
past five years is as follows:—

Year 80668 . . .. . 64.7T %
Year 30.6.60 GO

Year 20.6.60 56.2%
Year 80.6.61 . 53.8%
Year 30.6.62 56.7%

Sources of Notifieation

The Routine X-ray Surveys again this year
were the predominant method of detecting cases,
67 of the 102 pulmonary cases being found in
this way.

The following table shows the sonree of notifi-
cation of the eases reported during the year:—

TABLE 19
eary.  Telal
%" FHE‘::" Cangn.
Death Certificate 1 1 2
Private Phyaicians . b b 8
Chest Clinies 4y 14 1 15
Public Hospitals ... ... 20 10 a0
Repatriationr Hospital ., ... 5 " 5
Masz X.ray Sorveys .. .. 57 1 58
102 16 118

—

Table 21 shows the notifications received from
each Municipality in the State for the year ended
30th June, 1962,

Supervision of Pulmonary Casce

Hospitalisation was considered n in
99 cases, and these were admitted to the ;‘Ba-
manian Chest Hospital, Northern Chest Hospital,
Repatriation Hospital, Hobart, and public hoapi-
tals in accordance with the following tat-la

TABLE 20

Naon-
Pulmenary Palmenacy Total
Casim Cases  Cases
Tasmanian Chost Iloamta.l a8 2 40
Norl:hem Chest Hoapitnl dd 1 45
Eamatm-n Hospital . T 7
Public Hespitals ... .. ... 1* ] T
Cases Hoapltalised ... ... ... 4o e e 9

* Primary Case

Migrants
The number of migrants notified as suffering
from tuberculosis to the Division in the year
just ended totalled tem cases. The country of
origin of these ten cases iz as follows ;:—
Umnited ng'dnm cha s
Hungary .. e
Lithuania .
Germany
New Zealand
Finland ..
Anstria

b ok ko d ok

Tuberculosis Allowances

The number of persons receiving the Tubereu-
losis Allowance as at the 30th June, 1962, was
T8, an overall decrease of 39 during the financial
year.

Allowanees current at -cnmmenwn'rcnt- of

finamelal year ... ... ... 114
Add now a'!lurwl.um o ER
Aded transfers from other States | B
207

Less cancellations .. 132
Current allowances T’B
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TABLE 21.
1961-62.

Municipality July | Auog. | S8ept. | Oct. | Nov, | Dec. | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | April | May | Juns f Total
Beoaoonsfield 1 i 1 1 1 b 4
S e i i i | i o [ S sl

Head 1 1 2
Clarenee 1 1 1 1 1 5
Delornine 1 1
Dewvonpaort 1 1 i 3

[= 1 e 1
P i : 2| 3

B 8
“hhri EE aw
Goarge Town 1 1 . 1 3
m 1 2 il R 1 1 1
(Formanston " ia 1 1
Hamilton . e
Hobart .. i 3 2 3 2 ] 1 1 2 3 21
Huon .. o &+

S 1 1 2
King Tsland = 53
Lilydale I | 1 ; : : : g

= 15 ,

Laongford IE i 1 L] 1 4
New Norfolk .. 1 1 2 1 | 1 e fi
gfum.. o 1 | 1 1 i 2
Pwﬂ-{?;ful. o o 3 : 4
Quoenstown .. 1 1 1 ‘3
Richrnomnd 1 . 1 oy 1
R : ¥ 3 ¥
Bootisdabe - 1 o 1
mﬂw : 1 1
Btrahan . . : z a s - ; { 6
Tasman .. 35 : | | i il
Uverstone {Leven | 1 l 1 | e 4
Emhw ”} | : .
Teokan . i ! . ‘3 | 1 ' Gl ET
s AT T v lae e s | 7| 1 | 1 7| & | 10 |17
Pulmonary — A o R o T T T 9 | 10 6| 6 8 | 101
Won-Pulmonary .. .. | 1 1 g | o 1 | B | 1 ] =T 2 | 18

*Tho mnh.i.n.gnu!.m case wasd that of a seaman from the “Ofsns™ off hl.dhl st Hobart and who died twoe days later through
Deelivium Tremens,

Deaths Among Notified Cases of Tuberculogis TABLE 22
Age Group Biale  Female  Totsl
During the year there were 39 names removed g to 44 years
from the State Tuberculosiz Regizter on account 45 to 40 years .. .. ., 1 ; 1
of death. In nine cases only was tuberculosiz 5D o Bd years . L 1 1 2
the eause of death. This reprezents a death rate g E Eﬁ JVRTR v o o 2 i 2
of 2.05 per 100,000, 65 fo Al s e i
70 to 74 years 1 1 2
756 years and over 1 1 -3
Table 22 shows these nine deaths of tubercu- B ] !
losis in age groups. — - —

STATE TUBERCULOSIS REGISTER

Pulmonary Non-[Fulmanary Total
Registrations as at 30861 .. .. ... .. oo 2,495 380 2,876
L 1 - e d i T S e 102 16 118
BN Ousat 2o _ a.Ea7 _— 386 —_ 2,883
Plug—
Teansfers from other States . 18 : 13
Tranafers from R-a'pl.N i.FlItlnn Becords ld] % 21 E-?
Transfers from Non-Pulmonary Register 2,614 el an 8,081
Loag—
Deceaszed (all causes) ... . 37 2 0
Transfered to other States . 20 1 21
Tranaferred to P‘ulnwn.ary m;rhtﬂ 1 1

Totals as at 30.6.62° = iU Ry 413 2,970
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ACTIVE REGISTER (PULMONARY CASES)
NoTE: The Active Register has been adjusted
to conform with the recently adopted ﬁnniah Tﬂf-t'.lr as at 30.6.61 ... ..

Index * as recommended to be Australia-wide hy
the National Tuberculosizs Advisory Council.
This has the effect of prolonging the period of
activity longer than was previously accepted in

Tasmania.

Transfers from other States |

Transfers from oversens ... ..

Tranzfers from Rumlril.l:wn rm
previoosly advised .

Total as at 30.6.61
New notifications

Transfer from Non-Pulmermry Register

Transfers from Inactive Register to con-
form with “ Danish Index™ e

Tranafers from other States ..

Lowe—
Deceazed (all causes)

Transferred to other States
Total 30.6.62

Liers—
a8 Trnnsl‘cn to ﬁcth: H:riuler undﬂ'
“Danish Index "™ ..
102 Decenzed (all causzes) ... ..
— Transfers to other States
310 Transfers oversess .
1
307
Total as at 30.6.81 .
_3 New notifieations .
G20
Pluz Transfers in Re
pre-l.'muil;r advis
rment | [
19
] Losg—
e Bmmd (all causes) ... ..
EO6 Transfers to other States

CHEST CLINICS

triation cases not

tnf.hi:]]-e-pl.rt-

Tramsfer to Pulmonary Rijﬁuh:r

Tahle 23 shows the work of the various Chest Clinica throughout the year.

Exsminations.
Notified cases commencing attondance

Cases referred from Mass Survey for |nvut||ra.tmn

Cases referred by private medieal
Epidemiological Surveys, &e. . ;
Contacts registersd at Chest Clinic .
Total new cases registored |

Total Attendances

practitioners,

TABLE 28

Hobart Lannemion

25 a3

110 a3

an a9

£21 23z

a5 33T

B 088 5,719

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SURVEYS
Report on School Mantoux Test Surveys Year ended 30th June, 1962 :(—

Tested
3,618

Megative
2,494

Total number of miniature films :
Total ramber of large films required

Total number of large films taken ... .. . .. ..

{al Mormal
(k) Abnormal

{c) Referred for further mvsatlmtlnn to—

(1) Chest Clinie ... ...

{11} Private prar:'ht:-:ln-crr

Diagnosiz made—
{a} Active tuberculogis—
(i) Minimal ... . .
{ii} Moderately advanesd
(ifi) Advanced
(&) Inactive tuberculosis _.
(e} Still under observation

Positive
Natanrally By B.C.G.
61 25
MASS X-RAY
Hodart Lavnemtan
JEATH 22,660
G617 a54
840 336
it | 250
258 116
i1 22
Tl 44
14 g
T T
39 i7
103 45

Mot Checked
a8

1962.

INACTIVE REGISTER (PULMONARY
CABES)

2,287

10
1

REGISTER OF NON-PULMONARY CASES

380
16

i
Ele 2|

() PO

§|E[§a EEE
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Report of Director of Mental Health for Year Ended 30th June, 1362

During the past year some important advances
have been made, but much remains to be done
to provide an adequate psychiatric service to the
people of Tasmania. These matters are recorded
under various headings, as follows:—

(1) ADMINISTRATION

Administrative difficulties have been experi-
enced becauze the Lachlan Park Hospital comes
partly under the Division of Mental Health and
partly direetly under the Departmental Head-
quarters. With new administrative officers both
at the Lachlan Park Hospital and at Depart-
mental Headquarters it is expected that these
troubles will be ironed out in the near future.

The Division of Mental Health continues to
administer the Mental Hospitals Act, Mental
Deficiency Act, Sexual Offences Act and Inebriate
Hospitals Act, and to provide the professional
gervices which are necessary.

New legislation is current
replace the first three of these Acts and will
probably render the fourth unnecessary. It is
pxpected that the new legislation will be enacted
within a few months.

being prepared to

(2) HOSPITALS AND INSTITUTIONS
(a) Lachlan Park Hospital

The Psychiatrist Superintendent’s report and
atatistical tables are appended.

The new Nurses' Home has been completed and
pccupied, but no more mew wards have been
built to replace old wards which are fit only for
demolition. Many more new wards are needed
and zome of them have been planned in detail
It is hoped that contracts for new wards will be
let in the new financial vear.

A major advance has been the recruitment of
two additional psychiatrists for the hospital,
which now has five psychiatrists (including the
Paychiatrist Superintendent) and mo medical
officers, to care for over 800 patients. The
Lachlan Park Hospital i3 now better off than
ever before in medical staff, but the present
medical staff is still grossly inadequate to provide
proper medical care for the patients.

The number of admissions and discharges has
trebled in recent years and the majority of
patients enter hospital voluntarily.

Almost a third of all male admissions are
alecholies: a very significant increase. This is
in large measure due to increased attention being
given to the treatment of aleoholism in an effort
to help solve this community problem. The
presence of a number of alcholics has inevitably
given rise to some minor problems.

The appointment of a new administrative
officer, to be designated * Assistant Superinten-
dent, Non Medical " has been mentioned above,

(b) Government institution for Defectives, New
lorfol

A few high grade psychopathic defectives with
strong criminal tendencies continue to be a source
of trouble. ‘Their escapades, escapes and
criminal activities bring undesirable publicity to
the whole of the Lachlan Park Hospital (of
which thiz Institution forms a section). Several

of these lads have received Indeterminate
Sentences and their orders under the Mental
Deficiency Act have been terminated as it was
thought that their disposal under the Indeter-
minate Sentences Act was more appropriate.

(e) Government Institution for Defectives,
“ Nelumie ", Launceston.

This small hostel type rehabilitation centre for
women continues to function smoothly and
efficiently. There have been major repairs and
renovations to the building.

() * Karingal ", St. John's Park, New Town

Though not directly under the control of this
Division, thiz new institution houses patients
under the control of the Mental Deficiency Board.
It is referred to in the report of the Mental
Deficiency Board which is appended.

(e) * Millbrook Rise", New Norfolk

This neuresis hospital has suffered from serions
shortages in nursing staff during the year and
the number of patients treated has been limited
because of this. The psychiatrist in charge of
this hospital is by far the most senior psychiatrist
in the Divsion and shoulders heavy ps jatrie
responsibilities.  Mevertheless, her salary has
been fixed at a lower level than that of more
junior psychiatrists and all attempts to have this
anomaly rectified have so far failed.

(3) EXTRA-MURAL PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

(a) Psychiafric

The three Jn}rt:hiatrista stationed in the north
of the island (two at Launceston and cne at
Burnie) have proved most valuable. They
vide psyehiatric services to a number of

in the north, north-west, north-east and the mid-
lands, as well as undertaking departmental work
for Elﬁﬂurt&, the police, Social Welfare Depart-
mMen -

The psychiatrist at Hobart is le for
practically all the extra-mural cliniea chiatry
in the the south, including reports to the police,
the courts, and other government departments.
He also undertakes a large amount of child

psvehiatry in the absence of any psychiatrist with
special training in this field.

Five of the six psychiatric outpatient clinics
at the Roval Hobart Hospital are staffed by
divisional psychiatrists, and both in-patient
payeiatrists are employed in the Division.

(b)) Social Work

The Division has four social workers, three of
whom have the psychiatric professional training.
One is employed in Launceston. Their case loads
are far too heavy and more are needed.

() Psychologist
The Divisional Headguarters employed three
ji:a:.:chplumsts a few years ago but now has none.
hiz iz a very severe handicap especially in the
assessment of children.

{d) Child Psychintric Clinie

The first step in the formation of such a elinie
was taken during the vear when the position of
Senior Paychologist was sacrificed to enable a
position of Child Psychiatrist to be created on



1962.

the money allotted to the Division for salaries.
Unfortunately, there have been no applicants who
Eﬂjﬂm required training and experience in this

Tasmania remains the only State without any
psychiatrie clinic for children. This has been one
of the main deficiencies for a number of years.

Az mentioned above a certain amount of work
with children iz undertakem but, in spite of the
faet that we do not advertise thiz, we have a long
waiting list. The more urgent cases are seen as
soon as possible and thiz means that less urgent
cazes may never be aeen.  This may well lead
to unnecessary court appearances and to unneces-
sary invalidism in later life.

SUMMARY

In the paat. tw:n years seven new wards and a
number of essential service blocks have been
built at the Lanhlan Park Hospital at great
expense. But the mental hospital buildings were
previously, by and large, probably in a worse
condition than in any other State. We have had
a lot of leeway to make up; we have made a lot
of it up but atill have a long way to go.

To the writer it seems pointless to spend large
sums on hospital buildings unless one is prepared
to provide skilled staff to treat the patients,
Mental hospitals are now no longer custodial
institutions but real hospitals which patients enter
voluntarily for treatment and from which a very
high proportion of admissions leave with their
illness cured or alleviated.

The extm-murai psychiatric services also have
part to play in maintaining the mental
hl.’-l-ll#‘l of the community.

A recent survey of a mainland general hospital
showed that about half of all attendances were
for conditions which were primarily psychiatric.
There iz a real need for an improvement in the
Tasmanian payvchiatric services,

J.R.V.FOXTON, M.B., BS.,
Director of Mental Health.

REPORT OF PSYCHIATRIC SOCIAL WORK
AND WELFARE SECTION

During the past financial year the stafling of
this section has again presented problems, in that
vacancies for intric social workers at the
Division of Mental Health, Hobart, and at Lachlan
Park Hozpital, New Norfolk, have not been filled.
T.'ne tmn of sychiatrie social worker with

ivis unceston was filled in April
this year hr & ao-cia‘t worker with some paychiatrie
knowledge. ‘The staff now stands at three
psychiatric social workers, one social worker and
one welfare officer. With 11 psychiatrists refer-
ring cases it is obvious that the need for more
adequate staffing is acute.

The service provided has followed a similar
pattern to that of other years, with the senior

hiatric social worker ing one week at
ree-monthly intervals on the North-West Coast,
and a week in Launceston -El.n.d district in inter-
vening months, Two days were spent in Queens-
town and district.

In Hobart and district all three paychiatric
social workers have provided a casework service
for patients from Lachlan Park Hospital and
Millbrook Rise and their relatives, and for
patients (both adults and children) referred by
private practitioners and Government Depart-
ments. Houtine statutory work with mental
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defectives under the care of the Mental Deficiency
Board and with their parents or guardians has
been undertaken, One worker has visited
Lachlan Park Hospital twice each week to inter-
view patients and to econduct the patients’ thera-
peutic social club.

It is ho that, with the appointment of a
social worker to the Launceston office, work in
that area and in the North-East will be intensi-
fied and developed.

Paychiatric clinies at the Royal Hobart H
tal and the Launceston General Hospital had
services of paychiatric social workers.

In his work with male mental defectives the
welfare officer has consolidated his relationships
with individual patients, both with those in
institutions and those under guardianship or
supervision in the community. Appropriate
employment for those able to leave institutions
has remained a problem for these marginal
workers, and the task of building up a list of
suitable job placements is necessarily a slow one.
The welfare officer has maintained and developed
his contact with institutional staff, discussing with
them the problems of handling individual defec-
tives and their social rehabilitation.

Paychiatrie social workers have served as
members of the Mental Deficiency Board and the
Training and Selection Committee of the Marriage
Guidance Council. One worker has regularly
attended meetings of the Official Visitors at
Lachlan Park Hospital, and all have been involved
in the setting up of the Council of Social Service
in Tasmania,

Twenty lectures and demonstrations have been
undertaken with Mothercraft trainees, double
certificated nurses undergoing training for their
Child Welfare Certificate, Psychology 111 students
at the University, and with third year frainee
li»‘exg."chmtrm nurses at Lachlan Park Hospital.

hese lectures centred round the * Emotional
Development of Children”, * Family Budget-
ting ¥, “ The Emotional NEEﬂE- of Mothers and
Babiez *, “ The Technigque of the Interview " and
“ Paychiatric Secial Work ™. Numerous talks
have been given to community groups, and
workers have acted as observers at role-playing
sessions of Marriage Guidance trainees.

FHYLLIS J. LOCELEY,
Senior Psychiatric Social Worker,

STATISTICS

PSYCHIATRIC S0CIAL WORKE AND WELFARE SECTION
It July, 1961 to 308k Jure, 1962,

Number of cases on which work undertaken ... 553
MNumber of homes visited i 247
Number of patients visited in institutions . .. 76
Number of home wvisits .. .. 482
Number of other visits in connection w:'L'h cAEs 186
Number of office interviews with patients, rela-

tives and others .. . BO3
Mumber of other ml.ewie-wa, casework mntﬂ.tta-.

£Le, with pationts, relatives and others ... .. 1,166
Number of cases on which contact was made with

ogtside agencies, individuals, &e. 260
Number of eases on which one or mere relatives

interviewed . .. a10
Number of \-mta. interviews mnduc’t-ed &c gut-

giide baze towns .. 545
Number of visits to ‘Lachlan’ P‘nﬂ: Mill‘nmlr. Rize

Eise and 3t John's Park 11%
Number of elinies atterded at Hlﬁ.il H-:thllrt- Hﬂ-]l-

ital and Launceston General 98
Numbor of sessions conducted for L‘h]l.ll Park

Patienta’ Club .
Number of mee:mgs (Officlal Vluitﬂr-s “Mental

Deficiency Board, &e.) attended 24
Mumber of lectores to trainees e 20
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Waork Specifically Relating to Mentod Defeotives
{extracted from above figures)

Number of home visits e . M = 258
Number of other visits in connection with cases Bl
Number of office interviews with patients, rela-

tives and others ey s 248
Number of other interviews, casework contacts,

dre., with patients, relatives and others . . a2

REPORT OF THE MENTAL DEFICIENMCY
BOARD FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH
JUNE, 1962.

There were 12 meetings of the Board during
the year. Two meetingzs were held at each of
the Government Institutions for Defectives at New
Norfolk, * Karingal™, St. John's Park and
“ Melumie ", Launceston. Other meetings were
held in Hobart. The attendance of members at
these meetings was . —

Dr. J. R. V. Foxton 10/11
Professor J. A, Cardno . 8/12
Dr. A. W. Le Souef 9,12
Mr. J. H. Morgan 212
Misas P. J. Lockley 10/12

At the present time there are 329 defectives
under the control of the Board., Of this number
there are 239 in institutions for defectives and
90 in the community under either guardianship
or supervision,

During the year there were 22 new certifica-
tions and the Board discharged seven defectives
from its control. The orders for the detention of
a further eight defectives lapsed as the Board
was unable to ascertain their whereaboutz at the
time of the carryving cut of the statutory examina-
tions.

The Board had hoped in the ensuing wvear to
commence the construction of a totally dependent
ward and a maximum security ward for female
mental defectives, these being part of the plan-
ning for a new mental defective colony at New
Norfolk. Unfertunately, advice haz now been
received from the Commonwealth Government
that no further capital assiztance is to be made
available to this State under the State Grant
{Mental Institution) Act 1955, The present
position in relation to the development of this
colony ia therefore obacure.

A new 32 bed institution, known as * Karingal "',
St. John's Park, has now been open for some time
and provides a long felt need, having amongst its
features zingle rooms, adequate recreation facili-
ties and a gymnasium.

* Melumie ”, Launceston continues to provide
a very useful function as an institution from which
mentally defective girls may eventually be re-
habilitated in the community.

Agz in previous years, the Board is very apprecia-
tive of the services rendered by the Mother
Prioress of the Convent of the Good Shepherd,
Mt. St. Canice, Sandy Bay, and the Matron of
the Salvation Army Home, Lansdowne Crescent
in caring for some 30 girls.

The Board now has the services of three
paychiatrists stationed outside of Hobart, who
are attached to the Divigion of Mental Health and
who have been appointed as officers of the Board
to conduct statutory examinations under the Act
and to provide yehiatric assistanee where
required, Two of these psychiatrists are stationed
at Launceston and one at Burnie, Additionally,
the Board has acquired the services of a social
worker who is also attached to the Division of
Mental Health in Launceston,
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Statistical tables of the Board appear with
statistics of the Division of Mental Health.

The implementation of Board policy and the
administration of the Board's institutions iz per-
formed by officera of the Department of Health
Services, Division of Mental Health.

J. R. V. FOXTON, Chalrman,
Mental Deficiency Board.

MexTAL DEFICIEXNCY BoOARD.

Table showing the number of certificd mental defectives
under the contrel of the Board and how they are placed.

Mule Female Total
Glevernment Inatitufion for
Defectivog-—
ew Norfolk el bl (M 9 11k
“ Knringal " New Town . .. 3B 38
St. John's Park, New Town 30 30
* Melumie ™, Laogneeston 14 10
Other Tnstitutions—
Convent of the Good Shep-
herd o e 28 %
Salvation Army Home it T T
Lachlan Park Hospital . [ [ 11
In the Commuanity—
Uraler guardianship or super-
vighon .. AR &l a9 0
201 130 329
Table showing new and discontinued orders:—
Mal: Female Total
Mew placoments . ... 16 i 22
Orders terminated .. .., .. 4 1 T
Orders lapsed . ] B &
1 e R L 1 1 @

REPORT OF LACHLAN PARK HOSPITAL,
NEW NORFOLK FOR THE YEAR END-
ING 30TH JUNE, 1962.

INTRODUCTION

Further progresz has been made in hospital
development over the past 12 months, It would
appear from the attached tables (see table 6)
that the percentage of recoveries to new admis-
siona over the vear has been increased to 28.4 as
opposed to 14.2 for the previous year. The total
number of discharged per cent of new admissions
for 1061-G2 was T2% as opposed to BO% the
previous year. The totzl number of patients
resident on the 30th June, 1962 was 768 as com-
pared with the fizure of 7556 for 1960-61 (see
table 26). This means that over the past year we
have been keeping patients for a slightly longer
period in hospital than formerly with more inten-
sive treatment resulting in a slightly increased
number in relation to our bed state and a decreas-
ing per cent of total admissions being discharged.

The main feature however, in relation to these
figures, is that we are approximately 9% better
ofl in relation to recoveries of total new admis-
sions in 1961-62 as compared to the former vear.
It appears that the death rate in both years is
identical, with the figure of 4.9%. This however,
with incressed turn-over of patients, is not a
true indication in relation to absolute firures.
As far as recovery rate for those patients who
have been discharped from hospital, the fizures
compare favourably with the firure of 89 for
1961-62 and 50 for the yvear 1960-61.

Method of Admission

More than twice the number of patients were
admitted as wvoluntary boarders than those
admitted on private orders during the past vear.
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The same applied to the previous year. It is
worth comment that in 1961-62, 219 patients
returned to hospital from trial leave as opposed
to 140 the provious year. This, I believe, is
entirely due to better treatment facilities in the
hoapital together with the svstem of “ open
wards ",

Cost per potient

(See table 35). Cost per head per day has
increased from 32z, 4.08d. in 1961 to 34s. 3.42d.
in 1962, but the average daily number of patients
rezident has risen from T46.50 in 1961 to 763.26
in 1962. Theze figures compare favourably with
those of the previous year and is, I believe,
entirelv due to good catering and avoidance of
waste throughout the hospital.

General Comments in Relation to Above

The standard and degree of treatment through-
ot the hospital has risen considerably over
the past 12 months, due very largely to the
acquisition of two [2] more fully trained psychia-
trists, namely Dra. Dick and Huppert. This gives
us an active work team of four (4) psychiatrists
at present, excluding myself, and the therapeutic
effects of this, in the forthcoming year, will, I
feel, be very satisfactory.

Medical Staff

Our medical establishment is not vet complete,
and as I have previously mentioned, our doctor
requirements are much greater than what we at
present sess, At present we have no medical
officers, in the trus sense of the word, although,
I believe, we have a vacaney for one (1) medical
officer and one (1) more psychiatrist in our
establishment. Ewven this is not enough. The
amount of untouched work in this hospital would
be difficult to assess. Some patients in the
hospital are hardly ever seen by their doetor,
because it iz a physical impossibility to grant one
patient an hour's interview and then proceed to
grant a similar interview of even shorter duration,
to 50 pecple in the one day. Thiz iz not an
over-statement. We are indeed fortunate in
having two (2) new psychiatrists appointed,
but we need more.

ADMINISTRATION
Boiler House

Thiz unit, the centre of any hospital and about
which the whele hospital revolves, is now at last
functioning satisfactorily. A major work com-
pleted during the past vear was a steam ring
main from the boiler house to all w nrds-. the new
Murses' Home and industrial buildings, resulting
in & more efficient heating gyatem. Thirty-seven
and one-gquarter million pounds of steam was
generated by the Boiler House over the yvear and
reticulation to all divisions in the new area has
been kept in good repair without any breakdowns,
Artisans

There were, over the past vear, 4854 requests
for maintenance and new installations, which
were attended to by the Artisan staff. This staff
consiats of the following:—

Maintenance fitters

El-ech'iﬁnna ;
arpenters

Plumbers .

Paintera

Bricklayers

Upholsterer .

Motor mechanic

Lol -SR]
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It must be guite obviouz that these numbers
are completely insufficient to maintain a hospital
of this size in any degree of perfection.

Lawndry

There were no major changes in the laundry
during the vear. However, the monthly avera
of pieces produced increased by approximately
107 to 101,500 pieces. The wnrk or the Royval
Hobart Hospital increased by about 25%. Dry
cleaning has remained fairly constant with an
average of 2250 pieces per month. The propozed
laundry extensions and alterations are high on
the priority list and it is hoped they will be
carried out in the near future.

Catering

An innovation of the last year was the installa-
tion of a bread slicing and wra ping machine.
Bread i= now delivered to the wards in a specially
designed food delivery van, and is sliced and
wrapped in grease proof paper. This food
delivery van has improved the standard of meals
gserved to the wards, as now, individual needs
such as custards and jellies, &c., can be delivered
without damage, direct from the kitchen to the
wards. The food ration scale has remained
unchanged. General catering throughout the
hospital is slowly improving, but there is still
room for improvement.

Hogpital Stores

The unsatisfactory arrangement of widely
separated food and hardware stores still exists.
This means loss of time in relation to staff and
ilzo loss of efficiency.

Troensport

Our  transport consists of eight vehicles
together with one fire brigade truck, four tractora
and trailers, farm and ground implements, all
of which are serviced and repaired in the artisan
engineering shop.

The hospital's fire brigade unit, designed and
equipped by our own tradesmen, is now in its
third year of service. This unit proved a great
asset during the summer in dealing with grass
fires, &c.

Menw's Hostel

During the year we were unfortunate to lose
entirely, doe to fire, our Men's Hostel, We were
fortunate that no lives were lost, but the building
was completely gutted. Male nurses are now
housed in the old Nurses' Home. This arrange-
ment has proved most satisfactory.

Farm

The farm has now completely recovered from
the effects of the flood in April, 1960. Vegetable
production has increased above that of previous
yvears and there has been snfficient vegetables to
meet the needs of the hospital. Pig and poultry
production have been normal. Milk production
has increased owing to change in stock from
Shorthorns to Friesians.

Hogpital Residences

1961-62 saw the erection of two (2} commodious
residences outside hospital grounds, in Montagu
Strest. Az soon as the rentals of these houses
can be determined, we will be in a position fo
oceupy them. In the meantime, we are not short
of residences for medical officers, if such can be
appointed to the staff,
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Hoszpital Wards

All our wards, with the exception of one, are
functioning satisfactorily. Ward 2, during the
past year, has been overhauled in relation to
calorifiers and general layout of airway ducts,
and the result has proved satisfactory. Ward 1
has given the hospital considerable cause for
worry, the ward having clesed down in approxi-
mately November of 1961 for extensive repairs to
the heating and ventilation systems and although
the latter has now recently repaired satis-
factorily, the ward is still uninhabitable by virtue
of the fact that the paint work and other as
are in urgent need of attention, but it is under-
stood that a contract is to be let out, in the
immediate future, for the re-painting of this ward,
but this nevertheless will mean that the ward
will not be oecupied until sometime round about
Christmas of this year. Other wards are kept in
good repair as cccasions demand, from time to
fime.

Training School

The Training School is functioning satisfac-
torily, 26 students having passed their first year
examinations, seven their second year examina-
tions and 10 the third vear examinations, and
eight students have thizs year, obtained their
Paychiatric Nursing Certificates.

GFeneral

On the whole, the hospital has progreszed in
the past year and patients’ activities, improve-
ments to grounds, where we employ some patient
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We are fortunate
uired the most
expert, who in

labour, have been ste up.
in the latter respect, of having
valuable services of a horticultur.
the space of a few years, it would appear, will
transform the appearance of the grounds into
something more like what they should be.

CONCLUSION

Our thanks are due to the hospital staff, for their
devotion to the task of caring for the mentally
ill, and by hospital staff, I mean all ataff, from
nurzes to artizans and aﬂmmlslmtl\ra, all af whom
contribute fully to the welfare of the hospital
patients. Our thanks are due to the help and
direction of the Director-General of Health
Services and the Director of Mental Health for

f.hJ.E:ir constant advice and help in times of diffi-
culty,

We would like to thank particularly, the Lachlan
Park Hospital Auxiliary for the many acts of
kindness they have performed in relation to
patients’ welfare and last of all I would commend
the Retarded Children's Association for the
afforts they are making for the betterment of the
eonditions of some of our unfortunate inmates
and the efforts they are putting in to attempt to
secure for them a happy existence.

I remain,
Your obedient Sarvant,

D. M. ANDERSON
Superintendent Psychiatrist.

TAELE 26.

Table Showing Admissions, Re-Admissions, Discharges and Deaths during the Yeor 1961-82.

| Males | Fomales | Total Malos | Females | Total
In Hospital on 30th June, 1961 .. .. .. .. o &3 MO | 4B 765
Admitied for the first time . . e L o IEH‘ 181 310
Readmattesd .. & 3 33 A
Heturnsd from trial lnuw 10 110 210

!
Total admitted and returmed | 207 303 B0
Total undos -:-m dunng;fﬂr i o Ge 637 il 1 1,355
I'mchnrgﬂl romn hoapd 145 129 274 |

Procooded on trial I!-mw 4 o o - 123 144 267 1

Died .. ] i 2 = A | 1] o4 405
Total off reconds . £ Fi: i I S Hi aay BRT
Remaining in hospital at 80th June, 1962 i ) | T 421 THE




bb
TABLE 27.
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Table Showing Numbers of Patients on, Retuwrning from, and Discharged from Trial Leave during

the Year 1961-62.

T.mjimaul

Mules Females Ferales | Total
O trial leave on 30th June, 1941 | 3l a7 1
Procecded on trial lenve during year | | 122 144 257
1
Total on trinl leave yeRr | 8 = 154 211 365
Mmmtiﬂmﬂhmde 5 lg lll; 2::
LN v ing year .. il A5 4
Mmu{um“ mﬂ 5 £ s S 4 7
Total loss 134 155 £ 1] |
Romaining on trial leave, 30.6.62 20 | B | m
- - I S—-
TABLE 28.
Tabile S.h-:m:my Muanner in which Patients icere Ai:imitte‘d during the Fem‘ 1951-62
How Admitted | Males : Femnlea Total
Private Opder 30 L 106
Justion's ﬂlr.darm 13 3 16
H;l.;lmu 7 i 10
Voluntary 126 (4 i) 242
Inchrintos Hospitals Act 4 I o
Bpction 134 5 2 2
from Trh.l Lu-\"n—lHl 1962 [11] (RL1) 219
207 03 i
First Admission 158 1kl F10
Admision 15 18 aa
Third Acmission L} 4 1o
Fourth Admission 1 | 4 &
Fifth Admission s over 8 { (13 14
Roturned from Trial Loave 108 | 110 218
297 l 203 l 00

TAELE 29.

Table Showing form of Mental Disorder on Admission during 1961-62 and the form of Mental
Disarder of Patients in Hospital on 30th June, 1952

Admissions | Remaining in Hospital
Form of Mental iness T I = =
Males I Fomales | Tatal | Males Famnles | Tatal
A. Congenital Mental Deficiensy ; | '
1. o 5 A el S i s | 1 | = 38 | 80
%, Without Bpilepsy .. .. .. .. .. o RESIEE i =at® ot | o (| a9
1. With Bﬂ!umphrmm = i ot e, 3 a | & | 18 | s l T
B. Demeniias: | |
1. Benilo - % 1 Ea i o 11 | 27 38 | =l 58 0
g, PreBmile .. . 7, T S s 1 1) (T s | e
et A £ Tk N - W
i o £ 3 1 RN apE AT 18
| |
L Onyms Firjelonis l i | |
. Gross Brain Leaioon | 3 1 | 4 | 2 2 | 4
!.Dﬂnﬂ\h‘tl‘nﬂyliﬂ o | oo | = -] & | o
3 e Payehosis i 5 i 10 | i | 10 | 1
4 holic Peyehosis Pl g 1 5 e G | s i f B |
5. Toxie or Confusicnal or F‘x.hll_l.ulm Fa}ﬂm . fi 3 a 18 8 [ 26
. Parkinsonism 2 s 1 | 1 e 1 | 1
7. Hl:nl-ma:durn-lﬁlum | e 1 1 [ 2
b Dopressive Paychosis 16 19 | 3 i | o ‘ 53
2. Involutional Melancholia .. .. .. .. 5 et e | e ot 24
3. Beh mobinal A3) . 35 E L 27 2 | B s | 1 |
4. I.lurI'lﬂnm:ISu#u e - - 11 | 16 | 27 a3 | 47 80
5, Paranoia 5 e ‘i G 1 I 1 2 2 | 2 4
8 Mﬂmtuﬂumhulm o o o e k' | 5 12 | 13 i 19
E. Prycho. Nourosia: i ' .
Pq-r.bup.ﬂml‘amﬂuw Jh o) h 8 1 L] ] 1 I )
i- mm;.ram .s s -4 . as a7 47 K4 a7 5 52
3. Hysteria .. A o e o A 1 i 1 a5 . A | 3
e e s T 183 281 | Ba7 431 | 768
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TABLE 36.
GOVERNMENT INSTITUTION FoR MENTAL DEFECTIVES.
Finaneial Statement.
Year Emnded

3658 ! J0)6/59 | B0/ 6/ B0 R | i :U'B,EE
Avorngs Daily Number of Patients 40.78 I 47.79 | 41,18 8000 : 8115
Gross Cost por Year £21,777 | 435,704 £24.548 £52.7T17 | £6A.384
Fees Received | £2,423 | o3 | £4.234 £5.148 : £12,827

Other Rovenue : ‘ I ;
Gross Cost por Head per Day .. M, D12 | 0s. 0244, Bls. 0.7, Ble, 258, I Bis, 1.17d.
Nett Cost per Head per Day i Bha. D434, | BHs 14 | 875, 4.03d,

|

REPORT OF MILLEROOK RISE HOME FOR
THE YEAR ENDED 830tH JUNE, 1962.

As will be seen by Table 38, there has been a
further slight reduction in the number of patients
treated at this home over the vear 1961-62, This
has been entirely due to nursing staff shortages.
During the year just ended the Matron of Mill-
brook Rise was appointed Matron at Lachlan
Park Hospital and her deputy at Millbrook Rise
was also appointed to the staff of Lachlan Park
Hospital. For a long time the newly appointed
Matron, who occupied the vaca Lchented by
Hat:mn Peglar when she moved to lan Park
Hoapital, had no trained female personnel to
assist her and szhe frequently worked in the
morning, slept in the afterncom, and then did
H.ESI:. duty. Attempts were, of course, made to

it all cases in urgent need of treatment. This
was mainly the cause of fewer patients as all
attention had to be given to those most needing
attention, We are now, however, in a much better
position in relation to staffing at Millbrook Rise
than we were at a similar time last yvear being
only short of an Assistant sub-matron and two
gtaff nurses. This means that in the coming
yvear we will be able to accommodate higher
percentages of persons at Millbrook Rise than has
formerly been the case,

| |
S P —

The grosa cost per head per day is slightly
reduced from the previous year. The net cost per
head per day has almost been halved.

During the year there has been erected a new
Recreation Room at the Home donated by the
late Miss Vinevy in appreciation of services
rendered her during her many admissions to
hospital. This should prove a great asset to
patients, from the recreation and rehabilitation
point of view. We were unfortunate not to have
the services of the Red Cross Association over
the past year but we hope that thiz may possibly
be rectified at some future date.

I would like to thank the Chairman and other
members of the Millbrook Home Board together
with the Deputy Medical Superintendent, Dr.
C. I. A. Williams, for their unending interest in
the home., We trust that the next vear will show
a greater activity in the home largely due to an
almost complete staff.

1 remain,
Your obedient servant,

D. M. ANDERSON,
Medical Superintendent.

TABRLE 27.
Millbrook Rize Statistics 1961-62.
Form of Montal Illneas Males Fermales ! Toial

|
e Y a3 25 | B2
mud Deprossive States ? :E | ﬁ
u -.ml B‘-nhumd Bmu 8 24 iz
Ind. Paranoid Suates 1 3 . 4
Manic H}-n-hc-u e e 1 1
Alcoholism ‘s 2 1 i
Obsesmionnl 1 e a3 2 2
Toxic Plrﬂ'hnlh 1 1 &
Senile and Pre-Senile Dﬂmm:i-a o 1 1
Gross Brain Lesion 1 A 1
Payehopath P . ] 1 | 3
Total admissions during year a0 86 | 136

|













