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(No. 67.)

Report of the Depariment of Health Services for the Year
Ended 30th June, 1960

Department of Health Services,
Hobart, 21st October, 1960,

The Hon. the Minister for Health,

Sie,

I have the honour to present the Report of the
Department of Health Services for the period
1at July, 1959, to 30th June, 1960.

LEGISLATION.
During the vear the following legislation, con-
cerned with the Department of Health Services,
wias enacted :(—

The Ambulance Act, 1954,

The Dangerous Drugs Act, 1959,

The Health Services Act, 1960,

The Medical Act, 1958,

The Pharmacy Amendment Act, 1959,
The Tuberculozis Amendment Act, 19G0.

The object of the Health Services Act iz to
remove direct statutory powers from officers of
the Public Service and place all statutory powers
in the hands of the Minister for Health. In order
to facilitate the administration of the legislation
az far as the regulatory functions are concerned,
the legislation will enable the Minister to delegate
any of the statutory powers he receives.

During the year, the Department was concerned
alzo with the preparation of an amendment to the
Hoapitals Act.

DEPARTMENTAL REVENUE.
The revenua for the year amounted to £407,525,

which was £6625 less than that for 1958-59.
Comparative receipts were—
1953-50 1555-60
£ B
Health Hates R A o it 2,191
Mothercraft Home . .. .. . . 5, GAG 4,979
District Nursing . 11,489 12473
Government Analyst ... .. .. 1,065 1,250
NMurses” Repistration Pees . .. .. 65 781
Pharmaceutical Benefits 91,651 116,793
MNelumie Home ... ... ... fid 1,360
Other Fees and Licen 1,868 1,114
Red Cross Blood Transfusion ... 4,831 4,025
Pollomyelitis Injections ... . 6,095 2427
Sub-Total ... .. . .. .. £125763 £146 004

196E-58 1804 G0
£ £

Lachlon Park Hospital ey 12270 8,806
Millbrook Fsychopnthic Home . .. 14,767 13,002

Government Institution for Defec-
thves | 4,903 4,234
Lachlan Park Farm Suap{-nﬂ.e 56,761 6,314
5t. John'"s Park o ik 73,308 Th,HE63
Chest Hospitals 176,379 152,212
2414150  £407,525

Other Recelpts—
Land Sales and Rentals ... .. .. 771 1,154
Other Sources ... . ; . 538 T
Refund of Bursaries 1,463 1,564
£3,072 3,016
DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURE.

The expenditure for the vear from the Appro-
priation Act was £3,282,588, which was an in-
crepge of £239.087 over 1958-59. Comparative
costs were—

1968-59  1969-G0
£ £
Administration . E T4, 260
Hospital and Medicnl Sorvices b4, 107
Nationnl Fitness : 144,117 9,668
Nurses' Registration Board . 1,015
Public Health Division ... ... . 36,131
District Nurasing . P 69,243 70,878
Medical Ser\'icﬂ—C-:-u.ntrr Diz-
tricts ... : 42,161 43,082
School Medicnl Serviee . . ¥ 77457 o3 848
School Dental Service . Bd4,6856
Child Health Service .. 1 5186 50,326
Mothercraft Home ... .. i ’ 23,214
Government Analyst 18,375 17,674
Grants to Hospitals .. 1,618,406 1,725,480
Other Grants ... 67,405 78,6087
Tuberculosis Diviaion B 14T 65,620
Chest Hoszpitals ... ... . 188,680 150,436
Mental Health . 0825 20,3256
Nelamie Home 6,638
Lachlan Park Haa]'nLn.l ‘mnd Mill-
brook Home . 464,380 496 064
&t John's Park 252,210 284,713
£3,043,501 £3.232. 588

BUiLpING PROGEAMME.

The gross expenditure for the year seom |.oan
Funds was £1,100,812. Of this amount £67,847
was refunded to the Treasury under the State
Grants (Mental Institutions) Act 1955. Sundr
refunds, amounting to £10,116, were also mewoj
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leaving & nett expenditure of £1,022,949. Import-
ant works completed or substantially completed
during the vear include:—

Beaconsficld District Hospital—New kitchen and

bailer,

Campbell Town District Hoapital—New operating
theatee,

Campbell Town District Hospital—New kitehen
and boiler.

Campbell Town District Hospital-—Extension to
_ Mursea' Home,

I'tmiul' Island District Hospital—Staff accommed-
WLigomn.

Hing Island Disiriet Hespital—0ld Folks Wards.

Queen Alexandra Hoapltal—Remodelling nurseries.

Queen Yietorin Hospitnl—FPurchase of 11 High-st.

%ueeh Victoria Hoapital—Discharge of mortgage.
osebery Distriet Hospital—New Hospital,

Hosebery Ddstrict Hospital—Medical Officer’s Sur-

Eary.

&t Lukes Private Hospital—Loan for alteration.

Central Medical Stores.

St. John's Park—Residence for tutor.

District Nursing Centre—Waratah.

Child Health Centre—Bothwell, Upper Burnie,
Campbell Town, Chigwell, North Devonpart,
Invermay, Kings Meadows, Mayfleld, Montello,
Sheffield, Tarcons, West Ulverstone, Warrane.

Works in Progress include:—

Launceston General Hospital—Amenities and
{T:"llr:ulns Block: Hostel for Peter MacCallum
M {1708

Mersey General Hospitnl—MNew Goneral Hospital:
Serviees Block and site works; MNoew Nurses'
Home; New Maternity Division,

North-eastern Soldiers’ Memorin]l Hospital—Drain-
age and sewerage.

New Norfolk District Hospital—Purchase of site.

Royal Hobart Hospital—New Out-Patients Dopart-
ment.

Smithton District Hospital—New Nurses' Home.

5t. John's Park—Male Mental Defoctives Ward;
New Women's Block: Boiler House; Sunshine
Chalets, Carlton.

Lachlan Park Hospital—New Nurses” Home; Boiler
houze and steam lines; Roadways; Mew Mortuary.

OFFICIAL OPENINGS.

The following new congtructions were offieially
opened during the year:—
NE];: Hospital and Consulting Rooms, Rose-
I'y.
Sun Rooms, St Juhn's Park.
Handeraft Section, St. John's Park.

The new hospital at Rosebery, which was
officially opened by the Minister for Health in
February, 1960, has conferred an increased benefit
on this isolated community of the West Coast.
[ts predecessor was originally a bush nursing
hospital of five beds. This eventually was con-
serted into a small district hospital, but it was
recognised by the Department that it was wholly
inadequate for the work demanded of it. There-
fore, as soon as funds became available a new
hospital was erected. Apart from the greatly
increaszed efficiency of the hospital service which
it confers on the community is the added one of
providing an incentive for a medical officer to
remain in the town. To add still further to the
efficiency of the medical service of this important
community, the Department constructed new con-
sulting rooms in the township for the doctor.
These two new projects will provide a serviee
commensurate with the importance of this area.

The provision of sun rooms to the Women's
Hospital of St. John's Park has enabled a much
deaired principle to be effected. This is to keep
old people on their feet as long as possible and
to avoid their becoming totally bedridden. Instead
of their having to lie in bed all day, sometimes
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quite unnecessarily, because of there being no
other alternative, quite a few cases can now spend
more time up and about than in bied. Apart from
this clinical advantage is the pleasure and
content that these comfortable and pleasantly
furnished rooms bring.

The opening of the Handeraft Section at the
same time marked the beginning of a new activity
for the old people. A year or so ago, endeavours
were made by the Department to find congenial
part-time or piece work for the old people at St.
John's Park, without suecess. It was decided,
therefore, to institute a Handeraft Centre as an
alternative. This enterprize has proved a wvery
great boon and has been extremely popular, so
much a0 that early enlargement will have to be
contemplated. Both thesze projectz were opened
by the Minister for Health in July, 1959,

In addition to these new projects which have
Lezn completed, the Ministey for Health in May,
1960, laid the foundation stone for the new
Women's Hospital Wing at 3t. John's Park and
alzo for the Amenities Block at Launceston Gen-
eril Hospital. Both these projects are under way,
and it is hoped that both will be completed in time
for inclusion in next year's annual report.

Another new enterprize will shortly come into
operation with the completion, equipping and
staffing of the new Central Medical Stores at
Hobart. I hope to be able to give details of this
project in next year's report,

PaTiEnTs” HOSTEL, LAUNCESTON.

Bearing in mind that patients from country
districts, requiring deep X-ray therapy at the
Peter MacCallum Clinie at Launceston, neces-
sarily have to stay in Launceston during the
course of treatment, it was recognised that some
sort of accommodation facilities should be con-
trived for them. Quite frequently the course of
treatment requires attendanee for a short time
on varving numbers of occasions over a period
of a week or so. In between these attendances,
there is no necessity for the patient to stay in
bed. It was, therefore, decided to provide hestel
accommodation close to the hospital for such
people at & moderate charge. This has been secured
for them by the purchasze of property in Charles-
atreet, for which a tender was let in April, for
conversion for use as a hostel. This, 1 feel sure,
will prove to be a very great

NORTH-WEST COAST—SPECIALIST SERVICES.

In pursuance of departmental poliey, which is
to provide adequate medical services for the
communities along the North-west Coast, ad-
ditional Specialiat appointmenta have been
created. Two of these new appointments have
been filled, viz—that of Surgeon and that of
Physician. The remaining ones are those of (a)
Radiologiat and (b) Pathologist. Although there
has been delay in being able fo fill these appoint-
ments, it is hoped that the Public Service Tribunal
will efect changes in rates of pay sofficient to
attract applicants. The new posts of Radiologist
and Pathologist are Public Service appointments.
Negotiations are also going forward with a view
to creating the appointment of an additional
Anaesthetist.
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FUTURE PROJECTS.

Planning for the provision of a new hospital at
Ulverstone and extensive enlargements of the
Burnie General Hospital and the Queen Vietoria
Hospital, Launceston, are in an active stage.
Every effort is being made to effect the early
eommencement of these projecta.

Land at New Norfolk and at Huenville iz in
the final stages of acquisition. It is hoped to
frect new hogpitals on these sites in the near
uture.

Similarly, remoter future planning has not been
lost sight of and active measures are being taken
to secure adequate sites for future hospitals.
Although no immediate necessity for these can
be foreseen at present, the Department’s policy
is to secure adequate land in developing areas, so
that any future hospital can be built in the centre
of auch areas and not as an afterthought on the

perimeter.

Roval Frying DocTtoR SERVICE.

In Movember, 1959, at the request of the Hon,
the Minister for Health, the Federal Couneil of
the Royal Flying Doctor Service sent their Hon.
Secretary, Dr. George Simpson, 0.B.E., to Tas-
mania to conduet a survey for consideration by
the Council of establishing a Tasmanian Seetion
of the Service.

Az a result of Dr. Simpson's survey, the
Federal Council agreed that Tasmania would be
aceepted if they could form a Section. On 16th
March, 1960, the Mayor of Launceston, Alderman
White, ealle.ci a public meeting in Launceston and
a large gathering attended. It was agreed to
appoint a Provisional Couneil and from the Pro-
vigional Council a Steering Committee. The
Steering Committee has met on several occasions
and, on 30th June, expected to have Articles and
Memorandum of Association registered and to
commence operations within three months.

Thizs service will replace the Aerial Service
which has been provided by the Department with
the ration of the Northern and Southern
Flying Clubs. The Department is pleased indeed
to know that the famous * Mantle of Safety ™ of
the Royal ing Doctor Service will be spread
over the people of Tasmania living in remote and
inacceagible places.

HosPITAL AUXILIARIES.

The increased value and amount of work which
iz being given to the hospitals in this State by the
various Auxiliaries is acknowledged with sincere
appreciation and very great gratitude. The gifts
purchased with funds raised by the Auxiliaries
give great comfort and pleasure. Of the greatest
value, however, is the sympathy which is evid-
enced by Auxiliary work. The Department is most
grateful for the very great help that these Auxil-
jaries’ activities bring in the service of the sick.

HoLipay Homes, CARLTON BEACH.

The Department also has recognised with grate-
ful thanks the enterprise of the Superintendent
of St. John's Park in conceiving the idea of pro-
viding holiday chalets to enable the old people
at St. John's Park to have a holiday by the sea.
This excellent idea, however, would probably not
have been possible but for the practical generosity
of the Eastern Shore Apex Club in undertaking
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to carry out all the work of conatruction. That
the young people of this Apex Club are prepared
to give all their Sundays every week, in order to
accomplish the fruition of this project, is wholly
admirable. The very best thanks of the Depart-
ment go to the members of this club, whose hard
work and sacrifice will give so much jov and
pleasure to people at the other end of life.

PERSOMAL MEDICAL RECORD INFORMATION CARD.

A record card, designed to contain valuable
records of personal medical events, was made
available and distributed to the public, free of
charge on request, during the year. The card is
protected with a durable polythene envelope.

On the card can be recorded all types and dates
of immunizing, inoculationz and vaccinations,
notes on exposure to ionising radiations, and notes
on particular diseases which have an immediate
gffect on the medical treatment of persons,
should they have an accident.

Other States are interested in the potential
value of these cards to members of the pubilie, with
a view to adopting similar measures.

MEDICAL RECORD OF BIRTH STATISTICS.

With the full support and active participation
of all members of the B.M.A. and the membera
of the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynae-
cologists, Tasmania has become the first State Lo
collate valuahle detailed elinical information about
mothers and new-born infants, in all births cceunr-
ring in the State, from the twentieth week of
gpeatation, whether or not the foetus is born dead
or alive.

The Deputy Commonwealth Statistician and
the Registrar-General have made the project
possible by their most willing co-operation and
interest, and by arranging for their staffs to
process the information supplied by the doctors.
The Deputy Commonwealth Statistician’s- staft
codes the information, relates the information
to the instances of foetal death occewrring after
the twentieth week of pregnancy, where this
iz necessary, and transmits the forms to Canberra,
where the Commonwealth Statistician tranzfers
the information to a punched card record system
of greater capacity and versatility than that
available in the Tasmanian Department of Health
Services.

During the first part of the first year of the
seheme, many teething troubles were encountered
at all levels in the machinery of collecting and
processing. These problems have been solved,
and a new revised form will be introduced early
in the year 1960-61.

On the advice of Professor Bruce Mayes, the
Professor of Obstetrics at Sydney University,
and Associate Profeszor Rodney Shearman, in
collaboration with medieal statistical experta of
the Commonwealth Department of Health, under
the supervision of Dr. C. E. Cook, preliminary
surveys were earried out on the information pro-
vided in the first year. The results will be evalu-
ated by medical statistical experts and the pro-
fessors. Any member of the medieal profession in
Tasmania who wishes to peruse the initial tables
may do so. Copiea will be sent to the Secretary
of the Branch Couneil of the BM.A., for this
purpose,
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Becauze of the relatively small number of
births in Tasmania, the survey will be of the
optimum value only after the information has
been collected over several years.

It shomld be noted that all the information iz
eonfidential. Mo person's name or address appears
on the medical record form, and in addition it iz
sealed by the doctor or nurse dealing with it

It is likely that other States will follow suit with
an identical scheme, as the National Health and
Medieal Research Couneil is apparently keen to
promote a Commonwealth wide extension.

STATE PUBLIC HOSPITALE—MORBIDITY STATISTICS.

Beginning on 1st July, 1958, all public hospitala
in the State began to contribute atatistieal in-
formation to the Department of Health Services
about the diseases, injuries, normal and abnormal
pregnancies, and certain facts about the children
born. Information has not so far been collected
from district nursing centres.

Thiz information was processed by punched
eard record equipment, and tabulated. Simple
statistical tables show—

{a) The nature and number of illnezses and
injuries in various age groups treated
in the State public hespitals, and the
dizpozal of these cases, both az a total
and by hospitals;

() The incidence, nature and cause of ac-
cident cases admitted to the hospitals;

{c) The duration of hospitalisation of ae-
cident caszes;

(d) The incidence and nature of accident
CAses oeeurring in various occupations.

The eccupational code used in the initial stages
of the scheme was selected as the best of a few
available standard codes used throughout Aunstra-
lia for statistical purposes other than medical
statistical purposes. It was realised that the ap-
plication of the code to occupations, with a view to
determining specific problems relating to the pre-
vention of accidents, would be inadequate. It
was alao realized that a eode which would provide
compartments containing more even distribution
of the oeecupations would be more valuable for ap-
plication to diseases in general.

A revised international standard classification
of occupations produced by the International
Labour Office of Geneva was due to be published
in 1958, and it was considered that possibly this
code might be adaptable. For the purposes, how-
ever, of obtaining a picture of the distribution
of aecidents in the population, from the ineeption
of t.ihe scheme, the tentative occupation code was
used,

A new classification will be introduced as soon
as a more suitable one iz available.

FLUORIDATION,

Consultant's Report.
Rosebery—

Approaches were made on a personal level
directly to the Eleetrolytic Zine Company at Rose-
bery in connection with the desirability and
feasibility of fluoridating the town water supply.
In the second instance, a more detailed diseuszion
ensued with the Zeehan Commissioner for Rose-
bery (Mr. C. L. Bird) and, as a result, the Zechan
Commission has approached the State Fluorid-
ation Commission for approval to fluoridate.

1960,

Details of installation, &ec., are now being eon-
sidered and it is expected that final approval will
be given in the near future.

Riverside—

A publie meeting at Riverside was addressed
last November with the purpose of acquainting
the rezideniz of the suburb with the facts relati
to fluoridation. Some thirty persons attended.
Subsequently, moves have been initiated to fluor-
idate the water supply of all this suburb, and
final ngprwal will be considered by the Fluorid-

ation Committee upon receipt of details from the
Rivers and Water Supply Commission.
Queenstown—

The Government Consultant (Dr. P, C.

Brothers) visited Queenstown on February 12th
and addressed the Warden and Councillors. Con-
siderable interest was at that time shown in the
proposals for fluoridation. A subsequent invita-
tion was accepted to speak before the Queenstown
Health BEducation Gronp and here also public
support was virtually unanimous. Sinee then an
intensive campaign has been waged by the Health
Education Group, Dr. L. V. Melville and Dr. P.
Arkle. However, the support of certain 1
groups in the community was not fortheoming,
and an upsurge of anti-fluoridation feeling was
shown by a few very vocal individuals. Since an
unfavourable report was compiled (entirely from
anti-lucridation pamphlets) by the new Health
Inspeetor, an attitnde of resistance and deferment
has been the policy of the Municipal Council,
although there are grounds for assuming that
the bulk of the residents desire Auoridation. The
Counecil made no provision for the measure in its
current estimates and has declared that the matter
“I'i]I go to a public poll at the next Couneil
elections,

Devonport and New Norfolk—

Some moves have been made both in the pro-
fession and by residents to re-open discussion,
but at this date no definite moves have been made.

North-west Coast, Burnie, Latrobe, Penguin,
Ulverstone, &e.

The Wardens of these municipalities and of
Devonport have wunanimously agreed not to
fluoridate owing to  seientific uncertainty and
controversy . No professional or public interest
has been exhibited in pro-fluoridation at this time
and it is considered politic not to pursue the
matier until a rational move is made by a respon-
gible authority in the areas concerned.

Launceston—

After a conziderable campaign by certain alder-
men, the * Examiner " and the ion, Laun-
ceston voted to Auoridate in .P;fri] this year. Sub-
sequently conditional approval has been granted
by the State Floridation Committee and it is
expected that dosing will start early in 1961.

The Federal Australian Dental Association and
the National Health and Medieal Research Couneil
arg expected to back a full dental survey in this
area.

St. Leonarda—

No further moves were made to initiate a rate-
payers’ poll last August, and at this date the
question is in abeyance.
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Hobart City Coweil—

Representations to this body in the last twelve
months have resulted in a deferment policy until
the * results of the United Kingdom experiments
are known . This is regarded as a * hollow log "
poliey and it i{s considered that at present more
honefit will ultimately be obtained by waiting.

Lectures—

Gueenstown Municipal Couneil,
Queenstown Health Education Group.
George Town Council.

Riverside Ratepayers.

Apex Club—Moonah.

Friends' School Parents and Friends.
Prince of Walea Bay Parents and Friends.
Lenah Valley Mothers Club.

Lady Gowrie Child Centre.

Pharmacy Students Society.

Science Teachers Association of Tasmania.
Dental Practitioners, Launceston.

Most of the above meetings were very well
attended, and indications were that favourable
results were obtained. However, it is pertinent
to point out that those who oppose or are likely
to oppose fluoridation either do not attend the
meetings, or very rarely speak out.

Overseas Correspondence—

Considerable liaison has taken place between
thiz State and the United Kingdom, Canada,
U.5.A., Switzerland, Denmark, West Germany,
Sweden and New Yealand, and much valuable
information and material is to hand, particularly
relating to controversial issues.

Interstate Linison—

Contact has been maintained between this State

and Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria
on fluoridation matters.

Public Education—

The Beaconsfield film is being eurrently pro-
duced and should be available within nine months.

A forty-cight page booklet and a smaller pam-
phlet have been prepared and are at present being
printed. These should be available shortly.

PupLic HosSPITAL STATISTICR,
(Excluding Chest and Mental Hospifals.)

Number of Patients.

The number of patients was 761 more than
during the previous financial year. The number of
general patients increased by 1014, infeetious
disease patients by 24 while maternity patients
decreased by 230 and aged and invalid by 47.

The total number of patients was 37,844.

1960.

Bed-days.

The number of bed-days shows a net increase
of 9901 over those for the previous financial year. |
Bed-days for general patients inereased by 10,111, |
infectious disease patients by 210 and for the aged
and invalid by 2943, while maternity bed-days de-
ereazed by 3363,

The latter reduction is accounted for by the
shorter average length of stay at the two major
maternity hospitals.

The total number of bed-days was 543,582,

Births,
The total for the year was 7874 an increase
of 154 over the previous financial year.

Receipts.

Hospital revenue for the year was £2.939,467
including patients” fees, donations and miscellan-
eous receipts totalling £708,728. There was a
general inerease of 105 per day in patients’ fees
on 1st April, 1960.

Commonwealth contributions in the form of
hospital benefits and pharmaceutical benefits
amounted to £200.866 while State aid was
£1,929,891, an increase of £177,324 over 1958-59.

FPayments,

Total payments were £2,960,752, an increase of
£256,394 over expenditure for 1958-59. The sum
of £1,956,672, or 656.06 per cemt of the total ex-
penditure, was attributable to salaries.

Patients' Costs.

The average daily cost for in-patients for the 22
main hospitals, as listed in Table b, was £5 6s. 3d.
an inerease of 73, 11d. compared with 1958-59.
Dutpatients’ costs per vizit decreased from 14s. 4d.
in 1958-59 to 13s. 9d. in 1959-60. This decrease
resulted from an inerease of more than 18,000 in
the number of visits.

Comparisons.

Comparisons and details of receipts and pay-
ments, together with relevant percentages under
the principal classifications, are set out in Table
5.

Patients' statistics are given in Tables 6 and ".I'.-

Hospitals' Auxiliaries Conference.

A further conference was held in Launceston
on 215t and 22nd September, 1960. All hospital
and nursing centre auxiliaries again were rep-
resented.
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{ TAELE 7.
I General Statistics for Care of Aged and Invalids for Year ended 30th June, 1960,
3
Avernge Daily Number Bed Aresmmodaiion Bed Dayn
Avnilehie Wiirsher
2 Accom- | X li- lified
No. Hewpitals rmnd::-:d. I?:«J.QEI;:.I qmt!ur Tuotal
Oeneral |Hospital | Totel | General |Hospital | Total Dhiring Hospdtal | Hospital
Yoor Beonefits Baenehits
1 | Congrove Park T0.67 | 29.87 | 16054 B2 T 172 254 25,808 32 g2 58,758
2 | 8t John's Park | 192.08 | 22285 | 414.93 267 238 405 433 70,480 #1, 380 151,566
Spencor 33.22 3.2 34 34 45 12,159 13, 160
Tatal 20847 | 31222 | 60860 373 328 il o360 | 108511 | 114272 | 282983
TABLE 8. It is pleasing to note that from time dtu ftime
gome appointees have resigned at the end of six
PRIVATE HOSPITALS. e or twelve months' service, to enable thEIT to ami'ept
8 more permanent appointments at a hospital of
Fi General Maternity their l:iij'lliinﬂ. 2 L P
Hobart . ... ... 3 o4 g The average length of servige given remains at
o .. 1 ; 4 between gix and twelve months.
CoBbey .o e s 4 B 10
ngmﬂfﬂ District Nursing Centres Division,
tion B4 (3))—
o o G D 2 175 a5 Attached is a summary of work performed in
PR L i 2 85 g the District Nursing Centres Division for the
2 s o = year 1959-60, during which 25 centres have been
10 2 62 in successful operation. Of these 13 admit patients

MIGRANT MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.

The migrant practitioner who commenced his
12 months’ training course on 1st October, 1958,
took his examination at the end of September,
1959, and passed satisfactorily. He waz appointed
to the Government Medical Service and posted to
Flinders Island.

GOVERNMENT MEDICAL SERVICE.

There are 15 municipalities remaining in the
scheme and the agreements have been renewed
for a further two vears from 1st July, 1959,

GOVERNMENT NURSING SERVICE.
Touriat Nurzing Divigion.

The Tourist Nursing Division continues to be a
valuable means of supplementing country hospital
gtaffa and the District Nursing Centres Division
of the Department. Entire staffs of some of the
smaller hospitals and District Nursing Centres
have been supplied consistently from this source.
Demand still exceeds the supply.

Opportunity for work and travel at the same
time, which is offered by the Tourist Nursing
Division, is very attractive to many Nursing
Sisters from other countriezs and from other
Australian States.

During the year there were 38 new appoint-
ment2, 31 resignations, and 23 remaining on the
staff at 30th June, 1960.

and 12 are without in-patient beds.

At Avoca a8 new Sister's residence, with a suite
of rooms adjoining for visiting doctors, has been
provided by the Department. The old Couneil
building, formerly used as the centre residence,
was wvacated 10th July, 1959, when the Sister
tranaferred to the new centre,

A new residence with surgery attached was
erected during the year at Waratah, and control of
this centre has been transferred to the Depart-
ment from Mt. Bischoff Medical Union from 1st
July, 1960.

The Department iz negotiating with the Mine
Management at Rossarden for transfer of this
small residence. Renovations and extensions to
it are planned for the near future.

Re-decorating and repairs to other centres have
been maintained. New equipment and replace-
ments have been provided, made possible as in
former years by the generous assistance of Auxil-
iaries and other wvoluntary helpers. To these
Bodiezs we are again greatly indebted. We par-
ticularly wizsh to thank the Red Cross Trust Fund,
Northern Bush Nursing Association, local Auxil-
iariez, Country Women's Association, loeal Com-
mittees, Medical Unions, and all other individuals
who have helped the Department in providing
extra amenities for patients and staff.

Three local Committees still funetion at Lily-
dale, Storeys Creek and Rossarden.

Due to shortage of Nursing Sisters several of
the centres had to be left unataffed for short
periods during annual and zick leave, which was
unavoidable. With the aid of married staff and
the Tourist Nursing Division, however, we have
been fortunate in being able to keep most of the
centres staffed and functioning continuously.
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1960.

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF ORTHOPAEDIC SERVICES FOR THE YEAR ENDED
30th JUNE, 1960,

1. ACCIDENTS AND INJURIES.

Boad aceidents continoe to form the main E:Jupnrthﬂ
of our admissions to the Orthopaedic Wards, but I feal
that with the inerease of transport on the roads these will
always continue to be one of our major problems. The
treatment of theze in all Hospitals in the State, I con-
sider, is vory efficient.

In the Hebart and Launceston Hospitals they have
excellent follow-up Fracture Clinics where these cases are
sgeer and followed unﬂ subsequent to their discharge as
In-Patients. In the Burnie and Mersey Hospitals
alza hawve follow-up Clinies, which of course are muc
smaller, and these are functioning very efficiently.

2 REHABILITATION.

{a) The Rehabilitation Centre at Claremont still con-
tinues to do excellent work, The following are the com-
parative figures for the previcus year and this:—

1959 1960
In-Patients Out-Patients In-Patients Out-Patients

430 425 4383 B2

There haz been a substantial increase of 160 Out-Patients
doring the present year.

The Repatriation Department is also very interested
in the rehahbilitation of their patients, and has asked if
some of their patientz eould be treated at Claremont.
There is ample accommoedation at the present time for this
to be carried out and we would welcome this from a
financinl point of wiew. Wa have o responsibility to the
Eepatrintion Department for, when the Hospital purchaszed
the Claremont Hehabilitation Centre from the Hed Cross,
it did =0 on the understanding that, if necessary, the Re-

atrintion Hospital could always have avallable the
acilities which exist there up to six beds
(b)) Rehobilitation of the Aged. The majority of these

are aged fenales, and pt present they are housed at Wing-
field where they have their physiotherapy and occupational
therapy until they become ambulant. [ think it would be
desirable if these people could be segregated into some

other part of the Institution away fromi the children at
Winz'ﬁlﬁd.

3. TREATMENT OF CEREBRAL SEPASTIC
PARALYSIS.

This continues to be earried out satisfactorily in the
South by Dr. Ailsn Marshall, and in the North Dr. David
Mclntyre has andertaken the care of these children. The
necommodation for these children, in both Hobart and
Launceston, is excellent and their treatment s proceeding
vory satisfactorily.

4. INFANTILE PARALYSIS.

There were no cazes of Infantile Paralysiz reported
Inzt year. It is hoped that the Salk Vaccine has sounded
the denth knell of thiz dreaded disesse. However, there
are ztill enzes of children who have been affected in the
q_a:i and require supervision daring their growth period.

hey require to be supplied with surgical braces which
need changing during their growth to help them in walking
and also prevent deformity occurring.

b, SURGICAL TUBERCULOSIS,

I am glad to say that the number of these cases shows
a very definite diminution which is an indieation of the
succesa of the campnign to eradicate tuberenlosiz in the
cOmMmunity.

6. BPLINTS AND SURGICAL APPLIANCES.

The supply of these splints on the whole is entirely satiz.
faetory. There 18 seme time lag but not suffielent ta
warrant any inerease in the at at oither Hobarg or
Launceston  Hospital.

7. ARTIFICIAL LIMBS.

As already reported last year, the Repatriation D

ment has considerably assisted the tl-'l'fplll' aof IJ'I?E;{E
limbs to civilians, and the time lag now 18 lﬂ!ﬂh short and
reasonible. A close linison has been established between
the Repatrintion Limb Factory's Prosthesis Expert, Dr.
Klein, and the Hospital.

8. TRAVELLING.

The Meorth and North-west Hospitals have been visited
at three month intervals, portuni

been taken, ifnimajble, to examine old cmses, an
demonztrate and teach any mew methods of p
Problem eases are zeen in consultation, methods of treat-

ment discussed and suggestions for management given.

9. TEACHING.

Every effort is being made to teach and instruet the
other Orthopnedic Surgeons in the Island,
once a month, we have a Clinic in which certain
of enses are br t for pericdical review.

roved most valuable to all concerned, the same has also
Eacn earried out on my visits to the North and North-
west Coast.

10. PARAPLEGIC CENTRE.

As alrendy stated last year, after due consideration it
wag conzidered that the number of cases in
not sufficlent to establish a centre, but we have adopted
the policy that as soon as they are able to travel they are
tranaferred to the Spinal Injury Centro mt Austin Hos-
pital, Vietoria, to undergoe rehabilitation treatment. D
the last r we have sent across two from the South
two from the North, and this has proved quite satisfactory.

In the South we are establishing
{Er these t[e;lh. ﬁThe idin u% th.iai: to mlh“:lﬂl‘l thit
are ng fit, caring for themselves and taking
I:I;EEI]-’ e :t:p fﬁ:_l:nmn'nitrf a.ndlrti the mhm.hb“ﬁ
ETERS. n
:nma mgm“e!; T;r I;hl:mpﬂ Cllmnuni: Eu to enlist
the aid of Mr. Roper, who was treated at Stoke
England, to act as a leader to them.

11. REFORT ON PROFESSIONAL WORE AT THE
HOSPITALS,

Taking th it ight throoghout the State, the
;unda:lfnf :hmuﬂ:ui:nwal work is excellent. I}r“hui
Othoncedis Burgeon at the Lalhceston Gensral Hospital

i rgeon ¢ Launces
S Hich: strves the immaiate, Nerth; and tits will And € g
surgical strength of this Hospital.

Dirs. Ferris and O'Brien are at the Mersey and Birnie
Huospitals respectively and serve the North-west Coast. Dr.
H vizsits there sz consultant ench month, and 1 pay
n wisit every three months to these Hospitals,

Dr. Crawford at the Queenstown Hospital is also doing
firat class work, and serving the Wutﬁad.

Dr, Law continues as 1;? Assistant at the Royal Hobart
Hospital, and has add congiderably to the surgical
strength of this Hoapital.

I am quite h‘ﬂ}f that there will be continuity of service
in both the North and Scuth when the seniors come to
robirement.

I should like to place on record my keen apprecintion
of the loyal help which I have received from my Medieal
Collengues, from the Nursing, Physiothera and m
Seaffs of the Hobart, Launceston, B pi)em

ucenstown Hospitals, and the Lady Clark

nkre.

%
a

D. W. L. PARKER, 0.B.E., M.Ch.Ozth.,
F.R.CS. F.R.A.CS.

Dircetor of Orthopaedic Services.

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF PATHOLOGY FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1960.

During the last twelve months there has been Iittle
change in the seope of the pathology services in Tasmania.
It is felt that the services nre reasonably adequate, and
any improvement would mean n big increase in expen-

diture.
BURNIE.

_This Inboratory has performed the pathology for the
North-west Coast area. Its routine was seriously upset
by the resignation of Dr. Quinlan carly in 1960, In spite

q!‘ ndvertisements for a Pathologist inserted in medleal
journals in Australin and the United Ki OVer a
riod of many months, no suitable applications have
n received, The inference to be drawn from this s
that the salary offered is insufficient, and the remedy rests
in the hands of the Public Service Tribunal

In the meantime most of the routine pa
carried on under the supervision of M

thology is being
. ! - r, Nute, who iz &
highly gqualified technician from England.



1:9'!"1

DEVONPORT.

A small laboratory haz been ed at the out-patients
department. Mr. S‘hla‘va'enu,.vu:t'lf:a:nllill;'vﬂ.,w:I is offering l.n;:!ﬂcmt
nrﬂu, which is of great assistance to Devonport practi-
tioners.

LATRORBE.
The labo in th M Hospital is truly
.Iﬁf.-:n::::rbﬂl InIa 'fl::'nuni‘ﬁt hupg:aan decided
that this will be the head laboratory for the MNorth-west
Coast area. It should be in use bﬂt‘na end of 1960, but,
without a Pathologist, it cannot function properly.

LAUNCESTON.

Mr. Manoin's laboratory has continued to work fully
and efficiently. Its walue to the Launceston General
Hespital iz great and beyond dispute.

HOBART.
© Dr. Hamilton has riahllg earned the respect of all con-
utnnd wll‘.h ‘h;nl] There have been some difficul-
ties in obta II:I

stafll but we now have four highly
m& sonnel and the position iz wvery satls-
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MEDICO-LEGAL WORK.

Hince the resignation of Dr. Quinlan, coroner’s autopsies
have performed by local practitioners. This is not
a patisfactory arran ent At all but, until o new
pathologist is appointed, there is no alternative.

TRAINING OF NURSES.

A sub-committee appointed to enguire into nurses"
training methods recommended, inter alia, that more use
should be made of visual aids. As an experiment, several
hundred lantern slides have been prepared in the Hobart
laboratery and will be in use for teaching.

CANCER DETECTION.

This serviee is being nsed by practitioners from all aver
the island. Very few early undingnosed enncors have been
dotected, and the microscope work is arduous and tiring,
but it is considercd worth while,

RESEARCH.

The writer has tabulated aceidents in Tasmania for the
lnst ll}ﬂ e-rs. The information was obtained from
qamner.i wests and from statistical reports, The
mﬂm i‘lrmfc informative and will be used in some way in

ore.

CAMPBELL DUNCAN, Director of Pathology.

REFORT OF THE NURSES REGISTRA TION BOARD FOR THE YEAR ENDED
30TH JUNE, 1960,

PERSONNKEL.
Dr. J. Edis, Ghlirmln Dr. C. Craig,

c. Mice 30, Brown Miss B L. Campbell, Mrs.
H. M. sm%’ Mot N " Winwood, Misa S ﬁmr
MEETINGS.
Five ordinary meetings were held during the vear.
LEGISLATION.
nirl.'ng midwives to no nfant deaths,

and transfers of mo und babies
wm mwl:u .ll this information ls l.\rnlllhll from
Bources now.

TRAINING SCHOOLS,

General . ]
Hidwll'm (1]
Pti'ehhtric 2
Child Health . 2
Tubereulosis .. B 1
Auxiliary (General) 4
ﬁu.:ll.'llr; Geriatrie) . . 1
n_h;ﬁ;t. Fevhan Dhlrg.;l Huaplu] was discontinued
STUDENT NURSES.
1. Applications for tn’mmg uprrwﬂ—w&.
General . 264
Hidwﬂ'ngt LR lgg
Child Health ".'Lﬁi. e, 18
Auxiliary Eﬂmml} 2
Auxilinry {Geriatric) . 15
2. Commeneod trlinmlr—-lﬂﬁ-
General .. T 204
Pavehiatrie .. ... . oo oo o 45
Child Health . ML T 18
Tubercalosis | 2
Auxilinry [Ganuli} 23
Auxilinry (Geriatrie) . .. .. 17
8. Completed trl.mmtl—ﬂ'il'ﬂ
{l-:nnrll : ’ 1567
& R N !:g
a Smih - mEEA AmEL EiEL  aE =
Chhd T8 [ 3 e R R 14
Tuberculosis ia e 1
Auxiliary fﬂa‘nerﬂl} (e Bl ) 4
Auxiliary (Geriatrie) . 17
i Resigned before wmphtmn a[ tu{tning—ﬁnl.
General . T e 131
13
i
Auxiliary (General) . 23
Auxiliary lgﬂ-ui:.tﬁc] e 3

b, Total number in training on 230.6.60-—T18.

General : 551
Midwifery . : Hi
Paychintric B ; : 11
Child Health N ; 2
Tubarculosts .. -
Auxiliary (General) 18
Auxiliary (Geriatric) ) 17

EXAMINATIONS.

1. Edueational examinationa for

nuraes.

One examingtion was held this year, there was ong
candidate only and she failed.

2 Examinatlons for registration:

Number held 2
This is instead of the usual three due
to the fact that the June examinations
have been put forward to July,
Number of candidates .. 100
Number passed k 178
Number failed : 11

Details of results:—
No, of

Subject Candideien
General ... ... ... B2 TH
Midwrdfory ... . 61 (i1}
Paychiatrie . . | 2
Child Henlth 16 14
Tubereulosis | o F
Aux, (General) . g 7
Aux. [Geriatric) 17 17

180

intending student

REGISTRATION,

1. Applications approved—g63%,
General oo
Midwife
P‘.&."r:h:lq.t. B
Child Health
Tuberculosis . e X
Auxiliary (General) .. . |
Auxillary (Geriatric) .. .

2, Reglstration renewed—1473.

Mumber of persons who renewed regis-
tration i

Number of pernnnu ‘whe I'I!-I'Iﬂ'lﬂi ..’Lu::
registration ... .. id

Total

408

205

b

i 1]

22
1

1,409

1,473
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3. Number of registrations eorrent 30.6.60—3,083.
Genaral o e s 1,841
Midwifery ... ... ... .. B4T

I:]'Iirll:l:Tr. R P R e ED
Child Health S 187
/] [ g [ 1] e A s L e 28
Auxillary ... .. ] i

4, Mumber of persons on current register—2,1232,
Peraons Registrations

Genaral ... .. B v 1,084 1,086
General & Midwifery 534 1,068
General, Midwifery and

Child Health ... ... ... 174 522
Midwifery only ... ... ... 120 120
Pavchiatrie only . a0 &0
Tuberculosis only .. .. T T
General and Psychiatrie 411} 10
General and Tuber-

(=1 -7 [ RN S 8 16
General and Child

Health i e 11 2
Midwifery and Child

by |3 P A R ] 4
General Paychiatrie

and Tuberculosis ... 1
General, Midwifery and

Tuberenlosis | 4 12
General, Midwifery and

Psychiatrie AR E ]
General, Midwifery

Child Health an

Tuberculoais : 4 16
General, Midwifery,

Child Health an

Paychiatric .., i 4 18
General, Midwife

Paychiatrie, Chi

Health and Tuber-

[ LT R 2 i0

2,080 2,591

Auxilinry  (Gen. 5§

Geriatrie 37) ... ... .. 92 o2

2122 2122

NoTE—Some nurses registered az Midw only or
Midwifery and Child Health, have been registe as
general nurses as well, but general registration, having
been effected earlier, has lapsed and not been renewed,

1960,

POST GRADUATE,
Post Graduate Diplomas—19,

Mursi Administea

Sister Tutor .. ..

Midwife Tubor ... ... ... .

Psychiatric Tutor ... ..

Ward Siatey .00 o

Tliutre Management and Teach-

e e

CENTRAL PRELIMINARY TRAINING SCHOOL.
Preliminary Blocks—8 have been held.

52 students attended.
42 ed,
£ failed.
2 resigned.
Seeond Blocks—2 have been held.

24 students have attended.

0

23 ged,
11 failed.
B6 students have attended the six blocks during the vear.

GENERAL.

During this year training has been discontinoed at
Zeehan E'ia-trl'.-l:t Hospital.

Owing to concessions in training given to students who
commenced a four year training before it was reduced to
three years, very large numbers of students have been
present at the last two examinations, This situation is
e:renl.-ed to continue into 1961. Examinations are
being held simultancously in Hebart and Launceston and
thiz s proving quoite satisfactory.

Many applications for training are being received from
foreign students but many of them do not possess the
educational standard required. It is noted, also, that many
of these girls are nccepted by the training schools, but
they either change their minds or eannot com ArTRREE-
ments with the Immigration authorities, and do not come.

The new curriculum has been in use for approximately
two and o half yenrs and & sub-committees has commenced
raﬂewinlgdh. It s felt that, now it has bean tested for
thiz per a number of nﬂn:tm.en‘u will
on the &, those concerned with the training of nurses
feel the curriculum has been satisfactory,

_ There is no shortage of student nurses in the c? train-
ing schools, most of which have a waiting list. However,
some of the country training schools are still short of
students.

JOHN EDIS, Chairman.

L. H. SIDEBOTTOM, Secretary.

REPORT OF THE HANDICAPPED CHILDREN'S ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR
ENDED 20tn JUNE, 1960.

During the year, the above-mentioned Council, composad
of representatives of the Crippled Childrens Seeiety,
EEunim Children’s Fund Committes and the Retarded
Children's Welfare Association, has met on only one
oceasion.

Howrever, atmnE reprezentations have been made to
the Commonwealth Minister for Health in an endeayour
to persuade the Commonwealth to make ater subsidies
available to asgist the States in carlng for handicapped
ChI]dTﬂliltl The l:;oug:il ;]E recommended to the Govern-
ment that a subsidy o J00 per year be paid to the
Retarded Children's Welfare A.s':encia%m to nssist them
in maintaining the Yalambeo Hostel at Glenorchy,

Another matter that has beon investigated and is under
consideration by the Director of Mental Health is the
housing of handicapped mental defective ehildren, It is

hoped that some firm pugnaitinn will he placed before the
Governmont in the near future,

Thanks also must be extended to the Commissioner of
Polica for arranging for a census of handieapped children
Ernmux_}m‘ut the State, This will ke of great walue to the

uncil.

Congratulations are alao offered to Mr., A. W, Voss,
a member of Couneil, who has been appointed a
member of the Federal Body of the Crippled ldren‘s
Association.

Also it should be mentioned that the Cerebral Palsy
Associntion of Australia has been accepted within the
world organization of that body.

JOHN EDIS, Chairman, |

REPORT OF THE DENTAL MECHANICS' REGISTRATION BOARD FOR THE
YEAR ENDED 20t JUNE, 1950.

During the year 1950-80 the Dental Mechanies' is-
tration Emrd met on five occasions, A fourth mmiﬁ.m
E:la Eunilluragd [f:ur lhaoédmgtrﬂ.l?EI Dental Hﬂh.nit:i
- AL . Gresnw elbourne hei i
agnin as the Board's examiner, o

The examination was conducted at the al Hobart

:Inuagl:;;:j; Tl'l;;l.'lﬂzlt \}nﬂ:;j writtr;n t-!'.umi'nud'l.iun m,uud.ldlh-a
y a1 Ry,

examinat:}run ani, of 'l?q“ ﬁ-;{ew““ e B L

=nndidates. eleven were repent

Of these eleven candidates repeating  the

examination only four passed. The final result of the
examination was that five ecandidntos passed, one with-
drew and six failed.

The total number of registered dental mechanics at
rmnt,hfmh!ih.g in thiz State is forty-one, and the
ental Mechanies” Registration Board will consider later
in the year as to whether a further examination will be
held prior to 30th June, 1961,

JOHN EDIS, Chafrman.
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REFORT OF THE NATIONAL FITNESS SECTION FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30tH JUNE,
1960,
Staff employed in the Section during the period was:—
Mo, of
Title Positions. Station.
State Eulp-ammr gna E;u'h:rt L
S emperiser e Hobart (two
Launceston (one)
Fleld Offleer Two Burnig {one)
{appointed May, 1060) Hobart (ona)

The section im ted the poliey of the National
Fitness Council of Tasmania under direction of the State
cﬂporvlnr“ , peting ns Chief Executive Officer of the

Lne

Work of the section was dependent upon the National
Fitness Council of Tasmania for all clerical service, and
for the provision of qu!im's-. ipment and finance for
promotion programmes. lack of finance, it was
necessary to nise all n:’m'ltma on & basis of reimburse-
mEnt uf costa m fees levied on recruited members and

Tha mu.iur E‘m of the work during the year was con-
o recruitment mnd training of members

youth and recreation organizations, and

l.nd p:l:t'h::l assistance to existing organisations

tiea interested in National Fitness and Youth

A. nlﬁd inerease in community demands for the extension
of recreation and youth activitiecs was coupled with an
acute shortage of material resources and trained leaders.

Thu- establishment of tlu Mational P‘itnm Council Youth

at Port Sorell, which was by the Hon. the
MESieteet 0 Ritn Mazoh; ihi0. Bt ddiendy” Dioved
valuable asset for youth training programmes threughout
Tasmania.

The following s a summary of the main features of
promotion programmes organised and conducted by the
segtion :—

Visits to Youth Clubs and Organisations—

Mumber of wvisits, 169;
Number of clubs, 66.

Advisary Serviee to club committees—54 committees,

Assietance with the formation of new Youth and
Recreation Clubs—11 clubs, § co-ordinating
agencies,

Leader Training Courses for Youth Work—24
sessions, G316 tokal attendance.

Community Meetings attended—13 mestings,

Sporta Coaching Courses, and Beginners' classes—

Number of sporta, B.

Number of sessions, Té4.

Total attendances, 12,286,

Sports Hosters organised and assisted—
Mumber of teams, 274,
Humber of participants, 3,T81.
Special Tournaments, Carnivals and Displays organ-
izl —
Number of eventz, 16,
Number of participants, 3,617.
School Vacation Sports Coaching Centres—
Number of centres, 3.
Period in days, 18.
Totnl attendanes, GO0,
Bush Walking and Yeuth Hostelling expeditions
organized and conducted—
Number of events, 12.
Enralment, 123,
Youth Camps—advised and assisted—1% camps—
or organised and conducted—
Number of camps, d.
Number of bednights, 594.
Major assistance to organisations—

1. Devonport Youth Centre Committee and AY.C.
Recreation Centre at Moonah, Responaible for
administration and supervision 1,070 com-
petitors weekly.

2. Associnted Youth Committee—20 member organ-
ganisations representing existing Youth organ-
isations

3. Youth Hostels Association of Tasmania—pro-
motion and administration service.

Number of membors, 460.
Number of bednights, 5,374,

Advisory and Technical Service to Club Leaders,
K. 0. THOMAS, Stata Supervisor.

REPORT OF ST. JOHN'S PARK FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30Ta JUNE, 1960.

GERIATRIC TRAINING.

Sinee St. John's Park was declared a Training School
for Auxiliary Nurses (Geriatric Section) on the 3rd
April, 19567, the staff has had three examinations held
under the auspices of the Norses' Registration Board, and
up to date fifty-five persons have passed the examination
for Geriatric nurses. This is very gratifying and the value
of this training is most evident throughout the hospital
wards, and is proving beneficial to both patients and staff,

DRY CLEANING AND STERILISATION OF
BLANEKETS.

The laundry staff has continued to provide an excollent
serviee for St. John's Park and many other Government
hmpi'hll in the dry cleaning and sterilisation of blankets,
The installation of the new Amazon ironer and folder and
the washing machine has also been very beneficial to the
efficient working of the laundry.

BUILDING PROGRAMME.

The new central kitchen at the Men's Division has been
In operation since December, 1959, and this steam and
elu:l.m: unit, with all modern aqmpm-unt, has considerabl

oved the eocking at St. John's Park, and a better maa
1 more varied diet is now provided for both patients
and staff.

The staff lecture h'.‘ll_hn been completed and is used
for the purposs of training the nurses. This is a decided
acquisition and the stafl are trained in a more congenial
atmosphere.

The building for the male mental defectives has been
o . oxcept for eleetrle power. It would be cecupied
now had this serviee been provided.

The new Women's Hospital Block, comprising 52 beds,
is almost completed and should be oecupied shortly after
Christmnas, This will relieve the acute sho of has-

ital beeds, as there are over 300 names on the waiting
ist mt St, John's Park for the Women s Division.

It is very gratifying to see the progress made at St.
John's Pm-k in the building propramme dering the past
gmr. but it is urgently stressed that the staff at St

ohn's Park is working under great difficulty through the
want of batber facilities and amenities. [t is that
urgent consideration can be given to the new Home for
Nurses, a Staff Amenitics Block, Male Hospital Ward, new
Ztore, and new Offices,
CARLTON BEACH SUNSHINE CHALETS.

Ten peres of land have been purchased at Carlton Beach
for the porpose of providing sunshine chalets and holiday
accommodation for the residents at St. John's Park, sn
it iz hoped in the future to be able to transfer residents
of this Hespital to the holiday eamp ench year for an
annual holiday. At the present time a staff cottage, sun-
room lounges, chalets, and a community hall are in the

rocezs of belng built. It i= ipoiuted out that all this

ilding eampaign is being earried on by voluntary labour,

:na urated by the Eastern Shore Apex Club, and I am

v indebted to this organisation and to other skilled

lr-a. eamuen &nd hel who have assisted n1.¢ during the
past year in bringing this plan te fruition
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CHILD WELFARE BILL EE‘IP MENTAL DEFICIENCY

The Administration was successful in having the name
of St. John's Park and the Government Imstitution for
Defectives, St John's Park, deleted from the Child Welfare
Bill, and negotintions have been taking place with the
Mental Deficiency Board for am institution to be built
away from St. Johe's Park, where all mental defectives
should be housed, This would be a decided advantage to
the defective, and is the only answer for the future devel-
opment of St, John's Park as a Hospital for the aged.

. JOHN'S PARKE BOYS' AND GIRLS' S0CIAL
ex CLUBS.

-{} ce again 8 happy ¥ has been apent at St John's
I‘m‘.:-I in the socinl act vﬁ‘!}:; of the Enramd. Girls' Clubs.
The general spirit which exists is very heartening, and

1960.

1 would like to thank those officers who gmve of their
time voluntarily to make this project the success it s

APFRECIATION.

My sincere thanks are due to the St. John's Park Kiosk
Auxiliary for their donations thmuf’hnnt the year, and I
would like to take this opportunity of thanking each
Enumbarl ﬁru“t;.?:ulxhﬂiuri or the m&ﬁﬁ]dﬁ “m

n Er r their very
m:-l:;:;oh:-. sets, which has proved a great comfort to the
aged people

I 1d like to thank all nisations who have nssisted
e Maring the year to make the lves of the tesilents a
St Jmns Park a little happier by providing pienies,
concerts,

1 wish to record my sincere appreciation and thanks
for the comscientious and competent in which all
officers have worked for the Department ng the year.

HOSPITAL STATISTICS.
NUMBER oF BEDS AVAILABLE.

Women's Diviston .. ... 162 including 68 hospital beds.
Male Divialon . ... . 385 including 171 hospital beds.
487 238
PATIEXTS
I‘-JJPI'«.'|J|1|.|n.'l.li“‘lnl.lcl'L sl St G Dischargod e ey g A
b i fa at TR - Silleritias achar Dot ] Rgq ]
e n::l::ﬁ “rl::.l_rMH; End of Euu' m’
- . h i b
M. F Tatal M. F. ‘l.‘r.h'.li AL F. | Total | Al F. | Total M, F. Toial
1D55-50 .. *ig (1) 415 154 66| o250 94 38 138 5] L] 123 i} 130 | 407 | 41030
105e=Ga .. aER 150 407 162 il ang | TR a5 103 T2 13 105 250 146 | 425 | 414.934
SUMMARY. Expenditure:
1953-58 1958-60 1958-59 1959-60
MNumber resident at commence- B i £ £
ment A Vo Snlnries : 167,667 192,789
Admitted during year 250 226 Fuel and Hght ... .. o oo oo oo 8,202 o814
1131 [543 Provislons and jeal com-
Dscharged during year 138 103 v o O el s SRR 4 W,““ “ﬂ“
Deaths during year 123 261 106 208 Bedding, clothing, stores .. ... 13,062 18,258
Nember rekdent a oo~ T = B and reemks of bt
el T e Sundries ... 9,030 15,286
R FIMAMCE.
EVEnIE ! .
anﬁnt:mnweallh Hospital Bene- 52 560
T e e T T
State Aid (net cost) .. ... 178,906 208,849 1958-50 1050-60
Irwnlitd hi“’lcd 0ld Apge Pensions . S £sd £n d
contributions ... ... ... .. &
War Service Pensions contri- AT : e i.l.ﬂy o |Jt.l' i LiE s Liter
butions .. B S 2417 2,165  Net daily cost per inmate . 1310 178
Private :'iE‘.tl.lﬂmalH'l!- R R e P ]],,331 11.1?3 rross wﬂklf cost per inmate . 11 156 & 18 &8 B
Isﬁ:ﬂflr;"; "“"-_h’“ il,;ﬁ El.gﬂ Net weekly cost per inmate ... g 7 2 912 €
£262,210 £284,T12 A. J. TREBILCOCK, Superintendent.

REPORT OF THE TECHNICAL DIVISION (CHEMISTRY) FOR THE YEAR ENDED
30tH JUNE, 1960.

SUMMARY OF WORK.

The number of samples and materials examined (3,359)
was the highest in recent years, an inerense of 546 owver
the previous year, However, ms hns beon pointed out
before, the numbers invalved are not o troe measure of the
actual amount of work involved. They may be swollen

an influx of a large number of routine samples, as
ty were this year with plant samples and air testing,

or diminish but include materials which require lengthy
investigations,

Hoils and plantz have accounted for roughly half of the
analyticn]l work of the laboratory. The other work, after
the next most numerous groups—waters, air, fmﬂit and
forensic chemistry (crime exhibits, blood alechol and
coroners” work) being distributed among a wide varlety
of materials.
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The following tables show the nature and the sources
of the articles examined :—

TagLE 11, —MATERIALE EXAMINED,
Bl

Diese] scrubber liguids . . ..

%IM and ua‘dlh: wasbes ... ...
AM‘ i w;tf; Fl e i
TP, TR o - oo e

dpcl-eumn materials .
and lobricating oils .., ... .
and industrinl materials
Biochemical specimens ... ... ...
Drugs and medicines .. ... .. ...
Instruments and apparatus for

8,359

TABLE 12.—S0URCES OF SAMPLES.
State Departments, &c—

B1B
611
273
267
108
7
G4
63
52
45
a5
41
27
a
18
17
16
14
13
11
L]
12

Agricultare ... .. oo oo .. 1,583
Hydro-Electric Commission ... 388
ng.lth SBEEVICBE v ove ivin sver wime 276
Rivers and Water Supply ... ... 28
Publie Works ... ... ... ... ........ 20
Tasmanian Grain Elevators ... 18
Agrienltural Bank ... ... . ... 18
Supply and Tender ... . 14
Forestry ... ... ... .. 4
Commission ... ., 3

Crown Law ... ... R 1
& Industry ... .. 1
Government Printing Office 1
Industrial Development .. 1
Lands & Suorveys et 1
Public and business firms ... ... 574
Local aothorithes ... ... ... .. ... 158
Hospltals and institotions ... .. a5
Commonwealth Departments . 6
Hobart Marine Bonrd . .. ... ... g
3,358

The main function of the laboratory is to carry out
chemical work for all government departments and in-
strumentalities which ruﬁl:r«a it, and to advise where
necessary on chemical matters. In addition, lecal suthor-
ities, hospitals and various institutions avail themselves
of its services. A considerable number of members of
the public comes to the laboratory with samples, and for
advice, especially home rieners with scils and plants,
and property owners with water samples and problems
connected therewith. It is not the policy of the department
to do work for business firms, but as there are no public
analysts in Tasmania, and particularly when there is no
ather h.bqrm.ar{ with the necessary facilities, n limited
nmount of work i undertaken. During the past year,
of the 574 materials examined for the public and business
firms, 187 samples were on behalf thirty-cne of the
latter,

A congiderable number of requests for technical in-
formation requiring no laboratory work are also handled

h year.
B FOOD CHEMISTRY.

main items were, milks 56 (officinl samples), ceveal
fde? 31, almond jeing 29, soft drinks 10, fruit and fruit
juices 9, eream 7, and tinned sh 7. A Mainland brand of
almond felng which had been widely distributed throu
out the State was found to be grossly adulterated with
wheat flour (elaimed to be added to assist processing). It
was withdrawn from sale and the makera accopted respon-
:mﬂ;?; for the fines. A number of cereal foods were
examined for the nutrition officers for Vitamin Bl
eontent. Of seven (7) samples of soft drinks 4 contravened
the labelling u;uln s The number of * concentrated
cordial extracts ", and cordinl powder mixes, intended to
be muﬁ;p in the ,ﬁ"ﬁ t:y- m::gtﬂ ;hi liuﬂditiuu. of
ra wiler, a @ types escTiptions en-
:mma, show the need for u regulation to control these

products.
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AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY.

Soils numbering 861 were examined, of which 602 were
for various divisions of the Department of Agriculture in
connection with experimental and advi work, 217 for
private individoals, mainly referred by Department,
and tLha remninder (85) for various government depart-
men

The number of plant materials examined wag 815, Thesa

comprised pasture specimens 454, chou mollier 32, and
paaz BT, Tor the Agronomy Division of the Department,
apple leaves 101, apricot leaves 54 for the Plant Pathol

ivision, and swede leaves 46, for the Horticultura
Diwision.

The chemical analysis of nt leaves is yielding some
useful results, both as indica of malnutrition and show-
ing the range of uptake of the principal nutrients by the
plantt&irmn the sofl—possibly a guide to fertiliser require-
FriEH

The remaining agriculturally related work consisted
of fertilizers (for checking under the regulations and for
manufacturers' information), feeding stuffs—many
connection with poultry notrition—and pesticides. The
usual quotn of animal polsoning or suspected poisoning
cises was encountered.

FORENSIC AND INDUSTRIAL TOXICOLOGY.

Articles submitted by the pn]iceﬂﬁ?a? in connection with
the detection of crime again provi much work. Blood
and urine specimens (63) for the determination of blood
aleoliol level in driving under the infloence cases and post
mortem  examinations, and chemical examinations for
poizons (108 specimens) cccupied n considerable amount of
the time of at least two of the staff. Muoch of this work
entailed the giving of evidence at subsequent court
procesdings,

Apain this year a large amount of work, invoelving the
test af exhagst gases from d powered equipment
and the air in the Poatina tunnel, was done for the Plant

Englhm—;n' Section of the Hydro-Electrie Commizaion.
This has nssisted in the design of safeguarding cquipment,
and it has pozsible to s that by the use of proper
applinnces and precaoptions the air in the tunnel affords no

undue rizsks to the workers.

Work has been continued with the measurement of
smoke concentration in the vieinity of a brickworks, about
which residents and local authorities are concerned, New
apparatus for the automatic sampling at predetermined
times is expected to arrive shortly. Sewverml industrial
dusts n:r:id actory air samples have been sampled and
examined.

A number of erayons and small toys {Sﬁf Were eax-
amined for substances likely to be harmful to rm:l.:g
children. Three samples of crayons out of 31 contai
undue amounts of lead, and a plastic material dissolved
in a volatile inflammable solvent, mainly acetone, for
h}liqmlng balloons was andjudged undesirable for small
children,

WATERS, CORROSION, &e.

The number of water samples examined (511) is an
increase over the previous year. Moat of them were
submitted with regard to suitability for domestic supplies
and for farm supplies intended for stock, irrigation and
dairy use. In addition approximately one hondred boiler
and industrial waters were analysed. Many of these
related to problems of ecorrosion and water treatment.
This work, involving discoloration, sediment, corrosion
and complaints of real or imaginary effects in humans
drinking certain waters has taken uwp a considerable
amount of time.

Regular monthly composite samples of fluoride-treated
water from the Besconsficld tremtment plant and the
township mains have been tested to check the treatment.
Fluoride nssays have been made on several other water
supplies. No appreciable amount of flooride has yet
been de in any of the State's surface waters,

Mizcellancous Aetivities and Staf—I have continued
to act on various committees such as the F and Drugs
Advisory Committes, Stock Medicines Fertilisers and
Pesticides Commnitiee and the Flooridation Committee.
With the help of senior officers an effective linizon has
been maintained with government departments and others
requiring assistance of the laboratory.

During the year Misa J, W. Wilson, Senior Stene-

apher, retired after many years in government service.

izs P. Belbin was appointed as clerical assistant, and
Mr. H. Cox as n technical nssistant,

I would like to put on record my appreciation of the
ﬁ:ugintufhﬂnm work and co-operation of all members
the staff.

H. E. HILL, F.R.A.C.L, ARILC,
Government Analyst and Chemist.



({MNo. 67.) 1960,
a2
VITAL STATISTICS SUPPLIED BY THE DEPUTY AUSTRALIAN BIRTH-RATES FER 1000 oF MEAN FOPULATION,
COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN. 1966 1867 1958 1558
STATISTICAL AND GENERAL. Tasmania 25.15 26.55 2647 25.05
P{Ip‘l}lhtiﬂn: Esatimated on 31st DEM!’I’IM!‘. 1960 — H_ﬂﬁ" E'Ol.l.ﬂ'l ‘i'i*alu 1 21139 2133 2187 21.51
Females 160,420 Quecnsland ... ... .. .72 24.25 21.95 24.77
354 582 South Australia $P35 EERR ERERR 2832
. Western Australia 24.98 24.47 2391 2380
Mean Population: Year ended 318t December, 1958— Northern Territory 3107 .49 3626 98.87
Males ; e e e 170,082 Australinn  Capital
Femnles 166,281 Territary .. 41.04 30,13 31.01 29.22
344,363 Australia . 22,50 2286 22.50 2D EE
CATURES OF DEATH IN TASMANIA, 1955-59.
Iniernational
Classinsation
Group [T Canse of Desth 1058 1458 1987 1p8% 1959
Ha, Ho,
i (1-138 Infective and Parasitic Dizeases 66 it a7 49 33
2 140-230 o o o PR e e T 376 387 L1 | 395 371
3 240-280 Allergic, Endocrine Systen, Metabolic and
Mutritionsl DisoRses ... ... ... o oo ... 4 G 72 62 76
4 200-200 Diseases of the Blood and Bleod Forming
Organa ... .. .. e i SR 12 8 12 7 10
5 200-326 Mental Psychoneurotic and Personallty Dhis.
orders . e St T R A, 19 15 26 28 17
G 330-308 Disenses of the Nervous System and Sense
Organs .. R o a7d 2249 408 377 an
7 400-458 Disenses of the Circulatory System ... .. 845 819 043 09T 1085
& 47T0-527 Discases of the Respiratory System ... . 198 178 217 203 245
a 53-GRT |1E_rm.||.rcl.'e| of the Dipestiva E‘j'!h:m 80 T8 T8 104 24
10 5O0-637 Diseases of the Genite Urinary Syatem ... a4 (il 93 81 65
11 G40-639 Deliveries and Complieations of Pregnancy,
Childbirth and Puerperium ., i 4 3 Z 8 2
12 £O0-T16 Dizeasez of the Skin and Cellular Tisaue . 4 i 1 B [
13 720-744 Diseases of the Bones and Organs of Move-
FoT 1 Rt A b S T B ] 14 13 13 12
14 TEO-TH0 Congenitel Malformations . 41 4 49 a8 BT
15 THO-TT6 Certain Disenses of Early Infaney ... .. 115 a8 a3 9 100
16 TR0-T05 Symptoms, Senility, and Ill-defined con-
ditions .. ... .. i a0 28 &2 % 40
17 B00-509 Accidents, Polsoning, and Violence 178 207 218 223 236
2 48D 2513 B670 2708 2780
SPECIFIC DISEASES INCLUDED IN THE ABOVE GROUP.
International
Chasslfication
Greap Code Couse of Death 1088 314 1955 1958 198%
Mo, Mo
1 o0d-019 Tuberculosis (all forms) 31 a2 16 31 18
2 140-206 Malignant Neoplasms . 368 576 ARG am 368
3 2060 Diabetes Mellitus ... ... ... . e 20 43 48 42 G0
[ 330-932 Corehral Hasmorrhage and Thrombosia 316 253 336 3T 304
7 410443 Heart Diseases : 711 T80 14 Bdd 807
f 400493 Pacumonia . . .. . 108 Ba 126 140 157
B [l Branchitis . . LA e e 41 a5 43 45 27
i (1] BR0-604 Wophritls and Mephrosis 42 30 4% a2z
17 B10-825 Motor Yehicle Traffic Accldents G 6 ik T4 (5]
17 S10-935 Other Accldents ... .. ... .. o 52 d BT 57 [k}
17 870-679 Suicide i 23 23 40 32 &

Report of the Division of Public Health for the Year Ended 30th June, 1960

By the Direetor of Public Health.

The only method of assessing progress in any
field i= to compare conditions existing today with
conditions existing in the past. The record of
conditions in the past, as they might have affected
the public health, is in the annual reports of
my predecessors. For this reasom, I have from
time to time referred back to earlier annual
reports and quoted from them. 1 propese to do so
again this year, both in this preamble and in deal-
Ing with specific subjects.

My first predecessor, Dr. J. 8. C. Elkington,
cxpressed himself vigorously, and, unlike some
of his successors, wrote in fluent and simple
English that is a delight to read. In his first
report after his appointment, that for the year
1904-5, he mentions the economic importance of
sanitation, particularly in Tasmania, where
“ numercus and notable interests depend on the
annual influx of visitors . In his annual report
for 1908-9, the last before his resignation, he
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returns to the same subject, upon which he had
also commented in most of the intervening years.
In view of the fact that the tourist industry iz still
of considerable commercial importance, I must
repeat Dr. Elkington’s words— " These people
come to seek health—not to risk it; and the State,
as an advertising and attracting agent, is placed
in a position of trust towards them ... .. A gingle
extensive outbreak of Typhoid Fever in any con-
giderable centre may result in the loss of many
thousands of pounds to those who eater for
vigitors. In a dozen places in Tasmania all
the materials are ready for such an outbreak, and
only the accidental introduction of infectious
material under sunitable circumstances is needed
to set it going ".

Theze words are as true today as when they
were written, fifty-one wvears ago. Although
Typhoid Fever ia not as common in the community
as it was in Dr. Elkington's time, cases still do
oeenr; and from them, infection can spread. We
now know of a whole host of viruses whose po-
tential method of spread in the community is
by the same route as that of typhoid fever; those
who continue to read this report until they come to
the section on environmental sanitation will find
some mention of conditions that rezemble almost

those deseribed in 1909; and there is as
little oecasion for complacency now as there was
then. In other fields, as I shall mention in the
various sections of this report, complacency is
dangrerous. At the present time we have little
oceazion to be satisfied with our achicvements in
the field of public health; and there is great need
for some more positive recognition in the com-
munity of the importance of keeping ‘Eeaple wall,
rather than remaining inactive until they become
ill and then making elaborate provision for the
treatment of illness.

HEALTH INDICATORS.

Last year, for the first time I included in my
report the two health indicafors recommended
by the Expert Committes on Health Statistics
of lii]::itad ations ﬂtamnhf:]lf; TI;? firat of thﬁ?
is proportionate mor ratio at age 50.
The figures for the last ten years are shown
hereunder ;—

Damths of Persona Aged 50 and Over

Mumbsr  Fer cont af Total Deatka

Yenr

1950 ... 1819 T7.82
1,985 Ta.38
1,967 T6.27
15 1,987 7780
s 2,113 T8.38

: 1,842 T8.02

e 1,503 78,31

. 2,119 T8.36
2,130 T8.98

1950 2,179 Th.38

It will be obaerved that from 1951 to 1957
the gemeral tendency was that, of deaths in each
year, a alightly higher percentage was in people
over the age of 50 than in the year before. But
in the last two years, this tendency has reversed.
As yet, the change in the percentage is amall but,
if the trend continues, it will indicate that the
health of the community iz undonbtedly deterior-
ating.

The other health indicator recommended by the
Expert Committee is the late infant mortality
rate; this index iz chozen by the committee be-
canse, in some cases at least, deaths of infants
above the age of one month are preventable by a
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high standard of infant care. Below are the
figures for each year gsince 1954 :—
Infunt ‘Md“f.m =1.I.lJtI:IIJ I..i'fl-.ll.lli':ilh

st [heem

Age st Death [ Year
19054 1956 1966 1957 1968 19E9
Under 1 month 166 168 149 136 124 14.8
1 month-1 year T4 .6 &1 B8 7.1 B.G
All under 1
year 2839 234 210 202 196 234

Although in 1958, for the first time, our total
infant mortality rate was below 20, this excellent
result has not been maintained ; and it is a cause
for serious reflection that the deterioration has
taken place both in the early and the late infant
mortality rate. Deaths of infants under the age
of one month are nearly all due to some condition
existing before birth, to an injury at birth, or to
some infection acquired within a few days of
birth, and therefore cannot be prevented by any
action coming within the sphere of activity of the
Division of Public Health. But as that great
pioneer, Truby King, showed originally in New
Zealand and as many who have followed the sama
road since have amply confirmed, deaths of infants
above the age of one month are, in many cases,
preventable by a higher standard of infant care;
and this, in turn, depends on an organisation
to advise and assist mothers in the important
work of bringing up children to be as healthy as
pozsible.

The attached chart, showing the comparative
figures for infant mortality in all Australian
States and the Commonwealth, confirms the same
dizappointing picture. Although, in 1958, for the
first time, we achieved an infant mortality rate
below 20, thiz exeellent result has not been main-
tained. We have, oceasionally, in the past, heen
equal with Victoria as the State with the best
record. This year, Tasmania has the worst record
of any of the Australian States.

CHILD HEALTH SERVICE.

In view of these facts, it iz my undoubted duty
to point out once again that the staff of the Child
Health Service iz not being increased to keep
pace with the expanding population. Up to 1956 it
had fluctuated zomewhat; but it has never re-
covered from the blow dealt to it, in the name of
economy, in 1957. The ill-advised action taken
then inevitably produced the results that have
followed it. We have never found it easy to
recruit staff gqualified to do Child Health work,
and have always had to rely, to some extent, on
nurzes fully qualified for this work, but ineligible,
for one reason or another, for permanent appoint-
ment in the Public Service. In 1957, advantage
was taken of the fact that it Is easy to dispense,
at short notice, with temporary employees, and
some of these nurses were retrenched. Among
members of a profession such as Nursing, word
soon gets about that there is no security of
emplovment in the Child Health Service in Tas-
mania. Advertisements in Mainland States, pre-
viously a reasonable source of recruiiment, have
been conapicnously unzuceezsful in the last two
years; and 1 fear that some years may yet go by
before we ouf-grow the unfortunate effect of the
arbitrary decizion made in 1957.

In the meantime, it is necessary to consider
what steps can be taken to increase the supply
of nurses qualified for this work. If we cannot
recruit fully trained staff, can we, in any way,
arrange to train others who may be available and
who have the necessary basic training but have
not specialised? Child Health work calls for, as
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the barest minimum, a general nursing training

lus either a Child Health Certificate or a Health

isitor’s Certifieate. We do not insist on more
than a basic nursing training for school nurses,
although there are advantages in wider experience
for this work also. We have found that there is
not quite the same difficulty in reerniting single
certificated nurses for the School Health Service.
I am convineed that some of these ecould be en-
couraged to undertake the necessary extra train-
ing, if it could be available in a form in which
they could manage it. Training for a Child Health
Certificate involves six months residence in a
training school. The only equivalent in Australia
of a Health Visitor's training iz the course in
Public Health Nursing, being organised for 1961
by the College of Nursing in Melbourne; and this,
too, will involve a period of six m-:mths. that will
have to be spent in that city. There are family
and other reazonz why most of the single cer-
tificated nurses who apply for positions in the
School Health Service cannot undertake either of
these alternatives.

In looking for a solution to this problem, I have
eome finally to one that is adopted, in similar cir-
cumstances, by Industry. T.W.I. (training within
industry) is now a well recognised feature in
many large concerns; and the same process can
be applied to our needs. Unfortunately, there is
nobody on our present staff, and I doubt whether
there iz more than a handful of people in all
Australia, able to undertake such training. We
ghall have to import, for the purpose, an ex-

erienced Health Visitor Tutor from Great

ritain. In each of the lnst two years I have aszked
for this appointment to be made, as the highest
priority need of the Public Health Divisgion; and,
on each oceasion, it has, unfortunately, been one
of those for which, in the final preparation of our
Istimates, no salary is provided. I trust that it
will be possible to make the appointment mext
vear, for it is our most urgent need.

The following information is summarised from
the annual report of the Supervisory Sister:—

{a) Centres.—There are now 96 centres, in-
cluding 10 travelling units. The service was ex-
tended to Richmond, Campania and Colebrook in

July, 1959, to Midway in May, 1960, and to Both-
well in June, 1960. New buildings for Child
Health centrez were opened during the year as
follows :—

August, 1959—EBlackmans Bay.

September, 1959—Kings Meadows.,

November, 1959—DMayfield, Invermay, Tar-

oona, West Ulverstone, North Devonport.

January, 1960—Warrane.

February, 1960—Upper Burnie, Montello.

May, 1960—Campbell Town.

June, 1960—RBothwell.

() Transport—There are 11 divisional cars
(T Holdens and 4 Volkswagens). Mileage is paid
to 18 members of the staff who use their own cars
for the work.

e} Lectures in Mothercraft.—Lectures were
given to senior girls from 31 schools (41 last
yvear), of whom 463 gained certificates (748 in
1958-59) .

(f) Student Nwrses.—Fifteen Child Health
students ecompleted the post-graduate course for
thiz certificate, of whom 12 trained at the Mother-
eraft Home and 3 at Calvary Hospital.

{e) Mothereraft Nuwrses—Eleven from the
Mothercraft Home and thirteen from Calvary
Hospital completed the course.

() Paediaivic Consultants—The excellent
advice and able serviee rendered by Drs. J. Millar
and N. Newman in Hobart, and Dr. R. Wall in
Launceston is greatly appreciated by the stafl; a
apecial word of thanks is due to them.

I mention with particular gratitude the work of
the Child Health Association, which, with ita
branches in practically every part of the State,
plays a very valuable part in maintaining local
intereat in thiz work of national importance. The
co-operation of the State Council, of the com-
mittees of the various Distriets, and indeed of all
members, is always forthecoming. This year, in
order not to lengthen unduly this section of my
report, I have omitted the tables giving full details
of the work done in each centre in the State.
These figures are published in the Annual Report
of the Association, and the State President kindly
allowa me to refer enquiriea to that source. Copies
may be obtained from the State Secretary, Child
Health Association, Box 534F, G.P.0., Hobart.

CUILD HEALTH SISTER S
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An important adjunet to the Child Health Ser-
vice is the Mothercraft Home. This institution is
performing most valuable work in  helping
mothers of young babies who have difficulty in
the satisfactory establishment of breast-feeding,
and in providing an institution to which babies
can be admitted for adjustment of dietetic dis-
turbances. As already mentioned, it is a training
school for both Child Health Sisters and Mother-
craft Nurses.

During the year the work of the Home has con-
tinued under considerable difficulty, owing to
shortage of staff, which has thrown a very serious
burden on thoze who have carried on. rly in
1960, Miss Locke resigned after eleven years as
Matron, during which her devotion to duty had
become almost proverbial. She has been suec-
eeeded by Mizss M. E, Owenz, previously Sub-
Matron, who has had wide experience as a Health
Vigitor in Britain before coming to Australia,
and has already shown her capaeity to make good
use, here, of that experience,

SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES.

Once again, with regret, I report a still further
decrease in the service provided for an expanding
population, as shown in graphic form in the chart
* 8chool Population compared with number of
Medical Examinations ™.

It will be observed that the school population has
inereaszed in each year; but, owing to the fact
that the 2tail has not kept pace with the increase,

1955-6 was the last year in which we had a
sufficient number of medical officers to provide an
adequate number of medical examinations. There
has been a progressive deterioration since that
time, until in 1959-60 the percentage of children
examined by medical officers is the lowest for more
than ten years. The following figurea speak for
themselves :—

Year

1960-61 . 274
19B1-B62 . .. i ke A0
1OB2-B8 ... o e il e 46
185354 b
1954-55 36
1855-56 BT
18956=-6T 36
e i
155-60 243

This year the North-west was the only region
to receive a full service, every school being visited
by Dr. J. B. Mackie or Dr. M. Hatherley. In the
South, the one full time medical officer, Dr.
Heather Gibson, had the assistance, for a few
months only, of two part-time officers, Drs. Mary
Young and Audrey Officer. In January, 1960, the
appointment of another fulltime school medical
officer in this region was approved; there have
been unfortunate delays in his arrival, but he is
now expected to take up duty in October, and
we can look forward to a better service in the
coming yvear. In the North, the circumstances
outlined in my lazt annual report continued during
1969: and sehool medical examinations
altogether for some months owing to the con-
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tinued ill-health of Dr. Paterson. Dr. Joan Farrar
was appointed whole-time school medical officer
in Launceston in March, 1960; but since her
appointment she has had to earry on the work of
the Government Medical Officer for a considerable
time, owing to the absence, on sick leave, of Dr.
Paterson. We have been most unfortunate in the
continued delays, largely due to circumstances
beyond our contrel, in the appointment of a per-
manent officer in the North, to act as both Govern-
ment Medical Officer and School Medical Officer.

The following facts are summarised from the
annual report of the School Medical Officer :—

(a) Total number of childven examined 18,514
(B) Children with defects for notification 6,215
(20.2%)
(e) Analysis of defects:—
(1) Orthopaedie—
Posture 918
Flat feet and knock
e e 416
]
(2) Eve defects—
IRIRLON = s HO8
T A 193
Other ... ... a6
— 28T
(3) Tonsils and Cervical
Elamds oo : T34
(4) Nutrition—
Underweight ... ........ ... a8
Overweight ... ... ... ... 118
—— 237
(5) Skin and hair .. 232
(6) Ears—
HEATINE i oe vve oo eems 140
D e e 43
EHHAE ... ... oo cie qiss aume 3l
—_— 214
{7} Urogenital 106
(B) Goitre ... ... ... ... 67
OO HeaYt o h y 48
LTI T Ta0 T e S 36
RGO ek e s 23
(12) Hernia .. o8
(13) Mental Stub]htr ; . 10
RIS Nl . . e e 147
4,149

(d) Children examined with parents attending
2,974

(e) Parents interviewed by school sisters—

Entranta Hhers
Interviews at S:huul.u 880 2,554
Homea Visita e 1,275 4487
2155 7,041
{f) Follow-up of defeets noted at medieal exam-
inations, now known to have been
treated ;—
Fhyaizal Dienial
1858-50 Exami 1,181 1,247
1959-40 Eﬂmimﬁg:: Eii %‘W
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(g) Immunisation fizstory of entrants :—
Diphtheria TA20 (B3.89)
Tetanus 6,814 (77.0%)
Whooping Cough . 7.251 (81.9% )
Poliomyelitis ... .. 70927 (B9.69% )

(h) Assessment of Personal Hygiene and Home
Conditions of Entrr nts:—

Hygiens Homo
Excellent .. ... ... ... 3, 7T0E (42.09%) 1,491
Atarndl o 4,710 {GZ.8%% ) 1,665
1 Ty | F il s el 320 (3.67) 434
Poar .. 22 (0.2%) L

(i) Goitre Research—

Quarterly surveys were continued at Snug,
Margate and Woodbridge schools, and it was
found that the seasonal wvariation, noted in
previous years, still continues. An article on
seasonal epidemics of goitre, by Dr. F. R.
Clements of the Institute of Child Health,
Sydney, and two officers of the Department (Dr.
Heather Gibzon and Mizs Howeler) wazs published
in the Medical Journal of Australia.

The first of two State-wide surveys was made
in autumn 1960, when 20,000 children in various
parts of Tasmania were examined. These exam-
inations will be repeated in the spring, in an
attempt to see to what extent the seasonal varia-
tion occurs.

(7) Medical Records—

Sinece the institution of the punched-card system
for records, approximately 24,000 children have
had relevant medical details recorded by this
method. Much valuable statistical information is
extracted by the use of thiz system.

(k) Sunshine Home—

During the year 250 children, selected by the
School Health Serviee, enjoyed holidays at the
Sunzhine Home at Howrah, an institution which
is a most valuable supplement to our work im
schools.

The School Dental Service has continued to
maintain its record, the ratio of fillings to ex-
tractions being 1.96-1 (though we still have a long
way to go before we can rival the County of
Egﬁ:}s in England which in 19566 had a ratio of

The staffing of the service presents a very
gerions problem. Three dental officers joined the
staff during the year; but we lost five, two owing
to resignation, two on account of age, and one
through an untimely and unfortunate death. In
June, 1960, there were only eleven dentists on the
staff. The position might have been even worse,
were it not that the clinie of the Aunstralian
Aluminium Production Commission haa provided
gome service for school children at George Town ;
Drs. Hurburgh and Lyons have arranged to pro-
vide a dental service for schools in the municipal-
ities of Huon, Cygnet and Esperance, and Dr.
Eric Marks of Launceston has voluntarily pro-
vided a free service for the children of St. George's

school. Our thanks are due to all of these, and
particularly to Dr. Marks for his generous
pesture.

The Public Service Commizsioner has adver-
tised for staff in Rhodesia and South Africa; and
already a few enquiries have been received. It is
hoped that this source of recruitment may pro-
vide us with some of our requirements for the next
few years.
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The following facls are summarized from the
annual report of the Senior School Dental
Officer :—

{a) Equipment—

All clinics now have high speed drilla of the
air rotor type. The use of this modern equipment
has enabled the high figure for filling to be at-
tained.

() Numbers of Children seeking treatment—

It is evident that the educational work of dental
officers, sistera and achool doctora is bearing some
fruit, and consequently more parents are aware
of the importanee of conservation of teeth. Indeed
the requests from Parents and Friends Associa-
tiona for dental service has been an embarrass-
ment in the present state of our staff.

() Summary of Work during the year:—

New vigita 3 17,488
Repeat visits ... ... ... 27,166
44,654
Treatments ... ... ... 58,5641
Fillings ; 39,001
Extractions 19,809
Orthodontic  extrac-

LR =, i R BG
Cleaning 1,108
X-ray G4

118,609

Dental treatment was provided in:—

Hobart, Kingston, Snog, Woodbridge, Sand-
ford, South Arm, Nubeena, Dunalley,
Bream Creek, Sorell, Collinsvale, New
MNorfolk, Ellendale, Ouse, Wayatinah,
Hamilton, Gretna, Bridgewater, Erighton,
Triabunna, Blackmans Bay, Bicheno,
Swanszea, Orford.

Longford,

Launeeston, Creasy, Poatina,
Rossarden, Beaconsfield, Deloraine, George
Town, Winnaleah, St. Marys, Mathinna,
Fingal, Scottadale, Whitemark, Flinders
Island.

Devonport, Burnie, Boat Harbour, Yaolla,
Smithton, Forest, Edith Creek, Latrobe,
Railton, Wesley Vale, Riana, King Island,
Queenstown, Strahan, Rosebery.

NUTRITION ADVISORY SERVICE.

Lazt year I mentioned that surveys of the diet
of teenage children in secondary schools had
revealed an inadequate intake of calcium. Some
publicity was given to this finding ; and the Educa-
tion Department printed an account of the surveys
in * The Educational Record . It Is gratifyving
to be able to report that several High Schools are
now serving milk drinks at prices at which they
can compete with soft drinks.

The Education Department has asked that
teachers-in-training in Hobart as well as Laun-
l:_eﬁtun should have a zeriez of lectures on nutri-
tion. These lectures are given by the Nutrition
Officer (Miss Howeler) as part of our policy of
enguring that those students who will eventually
become advisors of the community are provided
with z2ound education in nutrition.

1960.

The Nutrition Officer has also assisted in the
health education of the community by many talks
with Parents and Friends Associations, by a series
of special broadeasts on children's meals, and by
lecturing in a Social Welfare course held at the
Hobart Technical College, Surveys of the diet
of school children were continued during the year.

ENVIRONMENTAL SANITATION.

I hope that, in the years to come, it will be
pozgible to revert to the former practice of pub-
lishing the annual reports of the heads of the
varions sections of the Division. Only thus can a
full account be given by those responzible for the
work. For example, the Senior Health Insp
describes the wide range of the work of the h
Inspectorate, with which it is impossible for me
to deal adequately in a brief sum . Some
idea of the variety can be gained from
ing list of inspections:—

e follow-

Number Muttors
meeding
Imapections  Attentben

Acrodromes ]
Bakehouses e 102 a0
Butchers Shops e 174 51
Chemists Shops ... ... .. o 8 1
Domestic Premises .. ... .. 54 24
Dra.ina.;e ek i 173 56
Food Premises (incloding

eating hoases) .. .. .. ... 603 128
Fruit Processing Factories 2
Gnr'ha% Tips and Sites ... a2 25
Guest Houses pnd Hotels 154 a2
Hospitals :iumulls, P R 11 6
Land Subdivislons .. ... .. 45 2
Licensed Premises .. ... .. 264 83
Mizcellaneous ... ... .o oo v 203 B2
MK depoks ... o B a
Mutton Bird Premises .. .. 743 27
Offenzive Trades Tl 184 a1
Places of Public Entertain-

ment ... ; aRE 118 a6
Roserves, Beaches, &e. 111 23
Saleyards s, 25 |
Banitary Depots ... ... .. .. 25 7
o T R R o P 1] 10
Septie Tank Schernes .. .. 47 L
Ee?ti: Tanks .. gk 1,762 BB
Spirits (Aleohol testa) .. . 425

ater Supplies ... .. .. 42 10
Sewerage Schemes ... ... .. 19 =
Sewerage Treatment Works e ol

I draw partienlar attention to the following :—

(a) Abatteirs, Slaughter Housez and Meat In-
spection. :

During the year it was necessary to condemn
a number of private slanghter houses, which were
in a condition in which the production of whole-
gomae meat would be extremely unlikely. There
is no reason to be prood of the state of others.
One of the largest abattoirs in the State was
found to be in a most neglected and dilapidated
condition ; the standard of hygiene was disgrace-
ful.

The absence of meat supervision and meat
hygiene legislation, if it continues, will eventually
atop interstate export of meat from Tasmania.
Already we have had complaints from at least
two mainland States of the poor condition and
inadequate supervision of Tasmanian meat.
Furthermore, the Commonwealth Government has
withdrawn the export licence from one abattoirs,
has refuzed to licence others, and has set a time
limit for another to improve its premises and
methods.

The work of the Division, and of those Local
Authorities that are interested in improving meat
inspection and meat hygiene, is seriously ham-
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pered by the complete absence of legislation.
Tasmania is the only Australian State that has no
legislation to provide for meat districts and meat
inapection. The organisation in other States has
been investigated, and recommendations for legis-
lation have been drawn up.

(b) Motels.

Special attention has been given to reviewing
plans of motels, and a number of defects have been
pointed out at the planning stage, thus eliminating
some sources of complaint later on.

(e) Comping Areas and Caravan Parks.
The model by-laws prepared last year have been

(d) Hotels.
Our inspectors have worked in close co-opera-
tion with officers of the Licensing Court. This

Bﬁatem ia bringing about a steady imprw&rnent in
standards of hotels.
() Garbage Disposal.

The Clarence Commission's tip at the head of
Kangaroo Bay continues to be an excellent ex-
ample of garbage disposal by controlled tipping—
probably the only really good ome in the State,
though there been zome improvement in the
Hobart City Council’s tip at New Town. The
improvement previously noted at Glenorchy has
not been maintained. The operation of this tip
is most unsatisfactory and it iz hoped that steps
can be taken to elose it in the near future. Many
tips in other parts of the State leave room for
much improvement.

() Drainage.

In a predominantly rural country there is a
tendency to let drainage take care of itself. This
attitude has been responsible for many problems,
particularly in areas formerly rural but now sob-
urban, on the rapidly developing outskirts of cities
and towns. An arrangement has been made with
a number of munic tﬁahtim by which officers of the
Division confer with council officers on all aspects
of the drainage of a subdivision before that sub-
division is n.p%e roved by the council. In this way
problems can be foreseen and avoided, instead of
having to.be dealt with after they arise. Unfor-
tunately, not all councils co-gperate in this
manner.

(5) Septic Tanks.

1,270 applications were received—117 leas than
in 1958- f which 64 were rejected for varions
FEAZONE.

Individual zeptic tanks in urban and suburban
subdivisions are not a satisfactory alternative to
properly planned sewerage by a reticulation of
pipes leading the sewage to an adequate, central,
disposal plant. Only in exceptionally good soil
ia it possible to dispose of all household wastes
within the boundaries of an ordinary suburban
building block. In most situations a septie tank
is possible on a mormal allotment only if some
special arrangement is made to carry tank effluent
and house sullage to a suitable disposal point; and
anything less than this gives rise to nuisance and
12 cause for complaint.

(k) Places of Public Entertainment and Publis
Buildings.

Az foreshadowed in my last annual report,
steps were taken to close one picture theatre,
deseribed by the Chief of the Fire Brigade as the
worst five risk he had seen.

(Mo, 67.)

Plans of all new places of Public Entertainment
and Public Buildinga (or of substantial alterations
thereto) are examined by officers of the Division,
and local authorities are advised of any need for
changes at the planning stage. To assist this work,
and to provide expert advice, a committee which
includeas the Chief Officer of the Hobart Fire
Brigade, the City Architect, and an experienced
health inspector, meet at regular intervals to
examine plans. I particularly thank the members
of thiz panel both for their expert advice and for
the l-ihaer{ul way in which they find time for this
WOrK.

(i) Food and Drugs.

Thae survey of glass washing machines con-
tinued during the year; and standard conditions
of installation for some machines have now been
eatablished.

Labelling of foodstuffs continues to be a prob-
lem. The object of a label on a package iz to
inform the buver about the contents; but some
labels are misleading, perhaps unintentionally,
perhaps in some cazces deliberately. Packages of
foodstuffs are constantly being inspected to ensure
that they conform to the labela.

Officers seized considerable gquantities of food
that failed to conform with the regulations. The
main items were:—

257 tins of sardines.
2300 toms of wheat.
58 packets of pepper.
137 mutton birds.
9 tons of sugar.
309 1bz. of almond meal.

(i) Water Supplies.

There apears to be an ingreasing tendency for
loeal authorities to azsume that any water is good
enough to be retiemlated to the consumers. In
recent weeks I have seen a new water scheme, ina
Morth-western municipality, which when com-
pleted will rely for its supply on a creek on which
are situated several farm houses. The intake will
be almost immediately below the point at which
the drainage from one of the houses reaches the
creek. This is the kind of thing about which Dr.
Elkington wrote, nearly sixty years ago. We have
made little progrezs.

HEALTH INSPECTORS OF LOCAL
AUTHORITIES.

The situation at Ulverstone, mentioned in my
last report, has at last been resolved by the ap-
pointment of a qualified inspector. A number of
other local authorities have shown a tendency to
ask approval for the appointment of an unguali-
fied person who is ' well thought of " locally
rather than seeking a properly trained inspector.
Onee again, we have made little progress.

A very successful conference, lasting four days,
and attended by nearly forty municipal inspectors,
was held in Hobart in June, 1960. It included
lectures, practical demonstrations, technical films,
and vizits to places of interest. It iz hoped to
hold similar, but perhaps shorter, meetings at
regular intervals, in an endeavour both to raise
the ptandard of environmental sanitation, and to
ensure a consistent policy throughout the State.
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OFFICE ADMINISTRATION AND STAFF.

I have already mentioned the work of the
punched card records section, which was origin-
ally set up to record details of poliomyelitiz im-
munisation. This type of mechanical recording
lends itself to the atoring of many facts, in a
form from which information can be extracted
eazily and quickly. It iz therefore very suitable
for keeping the records of several aspects of our
work. In order to make the best use of the avail-
able staff, I planned the work so that, as the details
of poliomyelitis immunization, to be recorded, de-
creased, the transfer of school medical records to
this section increased.

In the meantime it has been found other
sections of this Department, and by other Depart-
ments, that the aystem can assist their work : and
the staff of this section has been kept extremely
busy by both our own recording and this * out-
side ™ work some of which may have to be refused
in future. It may be a matter of some interest
that during the year, 173,000 pieces of informa-
tion were recorded on punched cards.

1860.

The work of all sectiona of the Division has been
impeded by congestion and overcrowding of the
available office space. this congestion has fallen
with particular severity on the punched card
records section and the health inspectorate. The
staff of these sections is carrying on under con-
ditions quite detrimental to efficiency, and some
relief is urgently needed. It is most regrettable
that the Accommodation Board was unable to
accept a suggestion made, in June, 1960, for the
purchase of a building which would have afforded
the neceszary relief.

I have to thank every member of the staff of
the Divizion, both of the office staff and those work-
ing in the field, for the contribution that each has
made to our work, despite working conditions that
in some cases, affect efficiency.

H. M. L. MURRAY, L.R.C.P, LRCS,
LAR.F.P.8, D.P.H, F.ALM.

Director of Public Health.
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‘ : ' Report of the Division of Tuberculosis for the
“ Year Ended 30th Junme, 1960

T Evidence of the satisfactory progress of the

A Anti-Tuberculosis Campaign in Tasmania is re-
sl W = flected in the sharp decline in the number of new
cases discovered in the current year.

. ol The total of 128 cases is the lowest number ever
A | recorded in this State and shows a decrease of 32
- cases on the previous year.

[ it b v In all countries where an active Anti-Tuber-

: culosiz Campaign has been carried on, concern
has always been felt at the length of time required
before a substantial decrease in the number of new
eases for a given period iz obtained.

It is considered that the figures for the past year
are the first which indieate this long sought after
substantial decline and those for the next few
years will be anticipated with great interest.

! The 128 new cases are classified as follows:—

R st e ] e Pulmonary Tuberculosis ... ... .. 102

) e Primary Pulmonary Tuberculosia 4
BRI [N Pleurisy with Effusion .. ... ... 2
e B Tuberculous Meningitis ... ... ... 1

| e Other Nen-Pulmonary Tuber-

B S i B [ Culogill .. e o] S

s‘:::;: Total i.ocud ke 128

| Girandl
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The total includes 16 persons eligible for treat-
ment by the Repatriation Department.
bl IE: In four instances the notification was made
B edt SRl e following post mortem examinations.
Comparative figures for the past six years are
S (R given in Table 16 below:—

SN T TABLE 16.
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Age Groups of Notified Cases.

The Age Group and its percentage of the total
cases is shown in Table 17 below :—

T-14
M.

o0

M,

TABLE 17.

Age Group No, of % of Dheorense of
Casek Tetal

| Under 156 wears 16 12.5 + 6.6
16 to 24 years 27 21.1 — .1
[ | : R R | T 25 to 34 years .. 18 14.9 —3.89
35 to 44 years .. 25 18.5 +3.8
o o 45 to 54 years .. 16 126 —87
5 56 to 64 years ... 13 10.2 —1.00
o [ 65 to 70 years . 4 3.1 1.8
. Ower 70 years . .. 8 . 5.2 412
It is to be noted that increases are shown in the
lower, middle and higher age groups, particularly
in the under 15 years group. X
The Age Group of persons over the age of 70
years i slightly higher than for the previous year
and, although the fizures are small, the need for
continued watchfulness over this section of the
eommunity is again obvious, z

g
i
=
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RETURN Showing Age and Sex Distribution of Cases of Venercal Diseasezs Notified During the Ycar 1959-60.
5
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Gonorrhoes
Primary Syphilis
Bosonatairy Syphilia
Tertinry Svphilis
Torars
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The inerease in the number of eases found under
the age of 15 years has been 20 great as to warrant
the inclusion of a further Table 18, showing the
source of such notifications.

TABLE 18.

SOURCE OF NOTIFICATIONS OF PERSONS UNDER THE
AGE OF 15 YEARS.

By Symptons .. ... 4

“ Contaets ™ Meningitis ... ... ... 1
By Routine X-ray ... 3

Private Practitioners ... ... ... . 2
Public Hospitals ... ... ... ... ... ... b
Tuberculin Surveys 1
16

It will be seen from the above Table that 50
per cent of the cases occurred among contacts of
known ecases, three of these having been dis-
covered by Routine X-ray examination of the
chest and the other five as the result of aymptomsa

or tuberculons meningitiz. A further five cases
were discovered in public hospitals as a result of
attendances.

Two were discovered by reporting symptoms to
Private Practitioners and one was found as the
relg:::._lt of Tuberculin Surveys in the school pop-
nlation.

It is to be noted that only one of the sixteen
cases in this group was of a non-pulmonary
nature, that is, the case of tuberculous meningitis.

In the 15 to 24 vears age group it will be noted
that there is a further slight decline in the per-
centage of the total number of cases reported.

This would seem to indicate the beneficial action
of maintaining the compulsory X-ray Surveys at
the commencing Age Group of 14 Years in the
past, and would also seem to support the view
that for the present, at any rate, no great harm
has been done in raising the age of compulsory
X-ray Surveys to 16 years.

It is thought that a further rise in this minimum
age for compulzory X-ray of the chest will be made
in the near future.

TABLE 149.
Males Fomales Total=
Age Groap
Min. | Mod. | Adv. | Non- | Total | Min. | Mad. | Adv. | Non. | Total | Min. | Mod. | Adv. | Non. | Total
Audw. Ful. Adw. Adv, Ful.
Under 15 7 4 a s 11 3 L . 1 ] (1] [ - 1 18
15 to 24 (1] 2 - 3 11 ({11 4 va k- 1 1] L1} e ] |
45 to 34 3 4 kS = 1k 1 & 2 1 L] 4 i 5 1 19
&0 44 & ] - 2 12 (1] 4 1 - 13 14 10 ] 2 25
A6 o 564 1 (1} 1 4 12 - 2 <2 2 4 | # 1 [ 14
55 to 64 1 [} v s 3 L] : 2 = 2 4 | i A 4 13
L] 1 3% - A ] = 1 = i 1 1 1 2 < 4
Ohweer TO 1 3 wia + - = 1 1 4 | g 1 1 S
p— ——— - L. - - — S— e
Totals a4 31 8 L] T2 bl ] 21 4 11 ik L] 52 12 20 125

STAGE 0F DISEASE AT TIME OF NOTIFICATION.

Of the 108 Pulmonary cases, 44 or 40.8% were
gtated to be in the minimal stage, 52 or 48.1%
were considered moderately advanced and the
other 12 cases, or 11.1 %, were quoted as advanced.

Figures for the past 6 years are given in Table
20 below :—

TABLE 20.

Moalernl Tatal

il i P o U

HH.IF:I'J

306,66, G2==34.20% B3=54.6% 17=1125% 152
30666 G0=333% DB =5d 4% E22mm] 3 25 180
20.6.57....  Ti=30.1% B w52 555 16= H.4% 178
30.6.68 B1=43.9% BE=48.9% 10= 7.2 139
20,659, -G60=43.8% Bl=44.5% 18=11.T5%: 187
0660 ... 44=40.89% E=dB.1% 12=11.19: 108

These figures show a slight decrease in the ad-
vanced cases, also a lesser number of minimal
cases, with a corresponding increase in the
maoderately advanced.

SEx oF CASES NOTIFIED.

still shows a higher incidence in
among the male population, but is
the previous five years.

This ¥
slightly lower than any of

The percentage of male notifications for the
past gix years iz as follows ;—

Year 30.6.55 5.6 5%
Year 20.6.56 60.5%
Year 30.6.57 b2
Year 30.6.58 64.75%
Year 80.6.59 60.05%
Year 30.6.60 B6.2%

MARITAL STATUS oF CASES NOTIFIED.

Married Persons
Single Persons
Widow or Widower
Divorcee

SOURCE OF MOTIFICATION.

Private Phyaicians
Chest Clinies
Public Hospitals .
Repatriation Hospital .
Government Medical Officer
Epidemiological Survey ..
Mase X-ray Survey

-
=T =] =
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TABLE Z1.
1959-60.
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The Mass X-ray Survey continues to be the
most suecessful medium for sereening the pop-
ulation in the zearch for the unsuspected case of
Pulmonary Tuberculosis. The 56 cases diagnoged
this year, following Miniature X-ray, represent
approximately B62% of the Pulmonary cases
notified.

The number of cases discovered as a result of
Epidemiological Surveys in the Schools has made
a significant appearance in the figures and, as the
number of these Surveys has inereased, their

usefulness in the discovery of cases will be sub-
stantial,

At the time of notifieation, it was found that, in
36 cases, positive bacteriological results supported
the radiological and clinical findings. In 16 cases,
initial tests were negative, and further examin-
ation of sputa was pending. In 56 cases, no in-
formation was given as to sputum teats.

SUFERVISION OF CASES (PULMONARY).

_ Hospitalisation of the patient was deemed des-
irable in 84 cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis and
no difficulty was experienced in arranging for the

admission of these persoms. In one case, the
patient was still undergoing treatment in a Public
Hospital for injuries sustained in a car accident.

Admissions were effected as follows:—

Tasmanian Chest Hospital . 87
(includes one Non-Pul-
MOnary case)

Northern Cheat Hospital . 42

Repatriation Chest Ward b

Still in Public Hospital .... ... 1

26

MIGRANTS.

There were fewer migrants notified as Tuber-
cilosis Huﬂ'ererg- subsequent to their arrival in
the country, this year; the total of 10 being 9
leas than last vear.

The origin of the 10 cases was given as:—

Italy 2, Northern Ireland 2, and one each
from Greece, Holland, Seotland, Austria,
Yugoslavia and China.
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TUBERCULOSIS ALLOWANCE PAYMENTS.

Another pointer to the success of the Anti-
Tuberculosis Campaign is seen in the continued
drop in the number of persons receiving the
Tubercnlosis Allowance. A decrease of 22 persons
in receipt of the Allowance during the year is
considered very satisfactory. At the commence-
ment of the yvear there were 160 persons in receipt
of the Allowanee, 120 new claims were lodged, of
which 95 were aﬁ]mved two additional persons
in receipt of this Allowance were transferred from
other States,

During the year 119 payments were cancelled,
91 of which were on medical grounds, the patient
being considered sufficiently restored to health to
enable him to resume full-time employment. In
10 cases cancellation resulted from death of the
patient, and six ments were transferred to
other States. At the coneclusion of the year there
were 138 payments current.

Distribution of eazes throughout the various
Municipalities of the State is shown in Table 21
on previous page.

OCCUPATIONS OF NOTIFIED CASES.

As usual the cecupation of the individual cases
covered a varied field, and no particular occupa-
tion could be regarded az presenting a hazard
a8 far as Tuberculosis in this State i3 concerned.
Fﬁnﬂéﬁ, Duties was, of course, frequently men-

In the under 15 years Age Group, there were
12 students, and five other children under school

age.
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Seven cases were listed as pensioners, nine
factory employees, six agricultural workers, five
mining, industry, nine typists, clerks, &e., five
building trades, three each—sales, bus or lorry
drivers, railway workers and mechanical trades,
two each barman, journalist, norsing. Other
occupations included, teacher, fitter, telephonist,
gardener, boilermaker, glass cutter, machinist,
cook, printer, seaman, grocer, &e.

DEATHS AMONG REGISTERED
TUEERCULGOSIS CASES,

During the year there were 52 names removed
from the State Tuberculosis Register on account
of death; of these 33 were regarded as Inactive
cages, and their deaths were caused by age and/
or other illness. Among these 33 Inactive cases
wera 156 in the Over T0 Age Group, their average
being slightly over 77 years. In 19 instances the
patient was shown to be suffering from Active
Tubereulosis at the time of death, included among
these 19 Active cases were 6 persons in the Over
T0 Years Age Group.

Sex and Age Group of the nineteen Tuberculosiz
deaths is given in the Table 22 helow.

STATE TUBERCULOSIS REGISTER.

Transfers from other States ... . ... ... ... ... .. ..

Transfers from Overseas ..

Lesa—
Deciased

Transfers to other States ... ... o oo s e e e s

Transferred Overseas ... ... ..

Transferred from Pulmonary to Non-Pulmonary ..
SEOERLEIE BB L L o e it g e e e s

ACTIVE REGISTER (PULMONARY CASES).

Tatal at 30.6.69 ... ... ... .. ... 282
New Notifieations a3
Transferred from Inactive Regi:te: 21
Transferred from other States . 2
398
Leng—
Tranaferred to Inactive
Magelber e il s 131
Tranaferred to other States 6
Tranafered to Overseas 1
—_— 160
Total at 30.6.60 238

TABLE 22,

Age Group Malm Famualm Total
Under 15 years ... .. - :
156 to 24 years ... .. ) 1 1
25 to 34 years ... .. =
35 to 44 years 5 2 2 4
45 to b4 years ... ... .. 3 3
656 to 64 years ... ... ... 4 4
66 to 6O yeara ... ... ... 1 1
70 and over .. & & B

11 8 19
Pulm. Mom-alm, “.T‘:%ﬂ.l Tatal

Mem-Palm,

1,941 342 2,808
a3 19 16 128
2.034 361 B4l 2,938
16 16
[ Jins [
2,056 261 G641 2,958
44 2 i 52
2012 358 536 2,906
23 ; ’ 23
1,988 359 535 2,883
1 i 1
1,988 359 B35 2,882
—1 +1 B
1,987 360 535 882

2,882

INACTIVE REGISTER (PULMONARY
CASES).

Total at 20,659 . 1,658
Transferred from Active Regmtur 181
Transferred from other Su,tf_-a e 14
Transferred from Overseas ... 8
1,810
Legs— o
Deceased ., . vl
Transferred to Active Reg-
ister .. 21
Transferred to other States 17
Tranzferred to non-Pulmon-
ary Register .. e 1
—_ 6l
Total at 30,680 .. ... ... 1,748
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CLINICAL STATUS OF CASES. kﬁr‘;m 2
Active 127 L
Arrested 111 Total at 30660 ... ... .o ..o ... 360
238 TR

REGISTER NON-PULMONARY CASES.

REPATRIATION CASES PULMONARY AND
NON-PULMONARY.

Total at 50659 . ..onn v o G256
Total at 30.6.50 342 W o
New Notifications ... ... .. ... o 18 HE Nﬁtil’h:ntium E
—_— 541
. 361 Less—
Tranzferred from Inactive Pulmon- Decensed . .. .. 6
T gl T e SR B 1 —=
= Total at 20880 ... oo v vain s 535
62 4T
CHEST CLINICS.
Table 23 shows the work of the various chest elinics throughout the year.
TARBRLE 23.
Examinatbons Hobart L I 2 Hurnbe
Notified cases commencing attemdance ... . ] 16 B [
Cases referred from mass guwer far |h\-¢‘|llzp.tb¢1';| BT a3 16 &6
Cases referred by private medieal pr:l.l:lttwnar: v 52 16 23 a5
Contacta registered at chest clinics bt b} 1564 106
Total new cazes ngj:tered 433 300 1m 181
Total attendsneess .. 6,115 4,777 1,171 2387 -
EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SURVEYS.
Report on School Mantoux Test Surveys Year Ended 30th June, 1960:—
Schools Teated Hegntive * Maturakly Ealif By B.C.G. Mh
St. Theresa, Hobart . .. a64 2 (13 B
Burnie High School .. 476 465 10 1
Albuera Street School,

Hobart ... ... .. ; 462 440 14 il a3
Goodwood School, Hobart 478 467 g [
Glenorchy School Hobart g50 929 16 ]

G. V. BErooks School
Hobart ST 457 404 17 -] 28
3,177 3,047 71 30 29
TABLE 24.
Mass X-Ray.
Hokart Laumceaion Mokl Tetal
Total number of micro filma . . ; 44,689 24,082 48 466 117,248
Total number of large films required . 564 07 T26 1,606
Total number of large films taken . 952 308 721 1,678
{a) MNormal (All Units) ... ... .. : fd 1,208
b) Abmormal {All Units) . 72
¢} Referred for further aneat:gnttm'l o
{i} Chest cliniec .. ... ag 45 118 o681
(ii) Private practitioner 146 16 B0 241
{d) Filme not requiring further attention and
others pending . 3 188 185 56 439
Diagnosis made—
Minkmal Advanced Adlvneed Tatal
{a) Active tuberculosis .. . F a 4 55
- Hobart Launceston Maobils Total
(b} Inmctive tuberculosis ... .. T4 0 25 108
() Still wnder ohservation 134 39 102 276

TABLE 25.

Statement showing the number of persons X-rayed on the Hobart, Mobile No. 1, Mobile No. 2,
Launceston and Royal Hobart Hospitals X-ray units from the date of eommencement until the

30th June, 1960 :—

Hahart
Uzit

FPrior to 1955 254,324

19566 2 15,168

1966 iR 36,107

1967 .. 48,660

1958 A7.287

1958 40,418

1960 38,000

Totan X- IL'I-YED f:.mc:-: INCEPTION OF CAMPAIGN.
Hobart . 621,852
Mobile No. 1 AT 661,011
Mohile No. 2 37,241
Royil thart Hnu:pllal Unit 74,268
Launceston Unit ... ... .. % 276,720
1,670,009

JAMES TREMAYNE, M.B. (Syd.),

TRoysl
Mokile Mok Huobart Launssaton
i 'Tfrm Unit :ﬁ?
257416 5,162 3,358 70,204
42,337 3,132 12,087 24,728
39,621 11,505 B.O903 23,824
40,710 B, 308 0382 23,687
g ge omm osw
46,757 1,708 5,690 24,002
ToTaL X-RAYED 1959-60. :
Hobart 8,004
Maobile Moo 1 4B, THT A
Mobile No, 2 1,708
Royal Hobart prlul Unll: B 600
Launceston Unit 24,002
117,246

M.R.A.C.P., Director of Tuberculosis, i
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Report of the Division of Mental Health for the Year Ended 30th June, 1960

Paychiatric treatment is often lengthy and ex-
pensive. Adequate treatment by private prac-
titioners or in private psychiatric hospitals is out
of the reach of the majority of patients. A
psychiatric service must therefore be provided by
the State to meet the needs of the community.

It is the function of this Division to provide
guch a service.

It is considered that the needs of the people
of Tasmania can best be met by ;(—

(1) Special psychiatric hospitals and related
institutions.

(2) Facilities for the treatment of minor psy-
chiatric disorders in all parts of the State.

‘A State-wide psychiatric service, with facilities
for the treatment of mental disorders in the
earliest stages, would undoubtedly diminish the
the number of people requiring hospitalisation.
Thiz would alleviate much migery and snffering.
Moreover, it is much cheaper to treat people in
their own homes than to treat them in hospital.

The main psvehiatric hospitals have been
eastablished at New Norfolk

It iz believed that a State-wide clinical serviee
can beat be provided by the employment of -
chiatrists at provincial centres and the utiliza-
tion of the faeilities provided by General Hos-
pitals.

Im addition, eertain other services are badly

. They are:—

(1) Psychiatric units at the Royal Hobart and

i Launceston General Hospitals.

(2) A residential unit for the diagnosis and
treatment of severe psychiatric dis-
orders i; chim&enﬁthia :l::mthih“rﬂfil tni
a part of a iatric unit at the Ro
Hgﬁart Hmlﬁlrta.l. i

(3) A non-residential pavchiatric clinic for
children (child guidance clinic).

(4) Day centres for the minding, training and
employment (in sheltered workshops) of
mentally handicapped persons, from
infancy to old age.

EXISTING SERVICES.
1. The Lachlan Park Hospital, New Norfolk.
The rebuilding of this hospital is proceeding.
Seven wmodern wards, boiler-house, lanndry,
kitchen, store and artisans workshops have heen
built and oceupied. A new nurses home is under
construction. Mueh more remains to be done.

2. The Government Institution for Defectives,
New Norfolk.

Mentally subnormal patients are graduwally
being transferred from the mental hospital to
thiz institution, which iz expanding into szome
wards of the old mental hospital.

8. Millbrook Psychopathic Hospital, New Norfolk.

This eentre for the treatment of neuroses and
minor psychoses continues to provide a valuahle
service,

| 4. Psychiatric Clinics al General Hospitals.

Four sessions per week are provided by Div-
isional psychiatrists at the Royal Hobart Hospital
peychiatric out-patient eclinic. Psychiatric in-
patients are under the charge of Divisional
peychiatrists,

The Director of Mental Health visits the Laun-
ceston, Mersey and Burnie General Hospitals
every second month to conduet out-patient elinicas
and to see cases in the wards on request.

5. Headgquarters Clinie.

Cases seen are referred by the Courts, the Gaol,
other Government Departments both State and
Commonwealth and by other branches of the
Department of Health Serviees. In addition the
work of the State Psychological Clinic (estab-
lished by the Mental Deficiency Act) is earried
out by the headquarters professional staff.

6. The Government Institution for Defectives,
Launeceston (* Nelwmie ™).

This hostel for the rehabilitation of high grade
female defectives is most valuable.

T. The Government Iiatitution for Defectives at
St. John's Park.

This institution does not come under the control
of this Division but it houses about 100 certified
mental defectives.

SHORTCOMINGS.

1. Three positions of psychiatrist have been
created for the North and North-west. They are
gtill vacant. The oceasional visits of the Director
of Mental Health to Launceston, Devonport and
Burnie are quite inadequate.

2. There are no proper psychiatric units at any
general hospital. Almost all patients requiring
only temporary hospitalisation must be sent to
New Morfolk.

3. The medical staffing position at the Lachlan
Park Hospital is still well below the minimum
requirements for adequate treatment. Neverthe-
less there has been a considerable improvement.
Present medieal stafl for 800 patients consists of
the Medical Superintendent, two Psychiatrists and
two Medical Officers.

There is still a serious shortage of nurses, both
trained and trainee, especially of female nurses.

4, There iz no Peychiatrie Clinie for Children
{generally called Child Guidanece Clinic) in Tas-
mania. A very small amount of Child Guidance
work is done by members of the headguarters
clinic. This is quite unsatisfactory and the lack of
an eatablished Clinie for Children iz a grave defect
in the community service.

5. There is no residential unit for the study,
diagnosis and treatment of the major mental dis-
turbances of children.

6. There are no day centres for the eare and
employment of the mentally handicapped who are
living in the community, eg. day-minding and
training centres for subnormal children, sheltered
workshops for adults, &e.

7. There are inadequate facilities for the de-
tontion and for the rehabilitation of the feeble-
minded who are under the control of the Mental
Deficioncy Board.

8. The laws relating to the detention of the
mentally ill and the mentally defective are obsolete
and cumbersome. New legislation is at present
under consideration.
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FERBONNEL.
Paychintrists.
There is a Public Service establishment of nine
(9) pswchiatrists. The present strength is only
four (4).

Feyehologists.

The position of psyehologist at the Lachlan
Park Hospital has been filled

There is one vacaney on the headguarters staff;
there are two on atrength.

Peyehiatric Social Workers.

The positions of paychiatric social worker at
Launceston and at the Lachlan Park Hospital are
vacant. There are three paychiatric social workers
on strength at the headguarters clinie.

Welfare Officer.

A welfare officer has been appointed to the head-
gquarters strength., He has been most valuable in
the supervision of feebleminded persons living
in the community.

Administration.

Certain changes in the administration of the
Lachlan Park Hospital have been made with a
view to enabling the Medical Superintendent to
Eive more attention to his mediecal and psychiatric

uties.

CONCLUSION.

Paychiatry has in the past been the “ Cinder-
ella ™ of the medical services. This state of affairs
hag changed in recent years.

Certain psyehiatric services which are now
normally found in most civilized communities are
enhr-e]i' lacking in Tasmania.

our major shortcomings have been recti-
fied we cannot compare favourably with the more
enlightened States, on the mainland or overseas.

Appended are reports of special branches and
gtatiatical tables.

J.B. V. FOXTON,
Director of Mental Health.

REPORT OF SENIOR PSYCHOLOGIST.

The roles which are suited to the psychologist’s
training as applied to mental health are (1)
diagnozis, (2) counselling and psychotherapy,
(3) research, (4) education. Much of the psychol-
ogist's time is spent in diagnesis and guidance but
the recent addition of a second staff member who
is interested in research hasz resulted in specific
projects getting under way. Consultative work
with allied workers has continued, and psychol-
ogical services remain available to other Govern-
ment apencies such as the probation services, the
Child Welfare Department, and to private in-
stitutions and woluntary organisations such as
the Marriage Guidance Council. Educative ser-
vices have been maintained through talks to clubs
and groups. Considerable formal educative work
is done outside office hours. Much informal work
is dome in the counrse of duty in a eontinuing
attempt to break down the persisting problem of
public attitude towards mental health matters in
general,

Examinationz under the Mental Deficiency Act
and the Sexual Ofenders Act have been carried
out, a3 have peneral psychological assessments
requested by both the Children’s and Adult Courts.

It iz of interest to note that a psychologist has
been appointed to the Lachlan Park Hospital.
There remains the need to develop services on a
regional bazis (e.g. North and North-east, and
MNorth-west) as effective case work is diffieult
when the psychologist is not based in the ecom-
munity he serves.

Stafling seems likely to remain a problem sinee
the demand for competent qualified paychologists
iz greater tham the supply. The increased use of
the profession in more autonomous settings such
as are found in industry, commerce, and the uni-
versitiez ia contributing to the problem. Further,
certain personal qualities are imperative for suc-
eessful work in the elinieal field and mainland
States offer morve attractive working eonditions,

Ehe practical solutions to this problem seem to
o —

(1) to accept suitable local graduates who are
domestieally content here for in-service
training;

(2) to atiract competent paychologists from the
mainland and overseas with improved
working conditions,

Ewven if both these solutions are adopted the
long term staff zituation will improve only when
the professional role of the payve ist receivea
greater recognition. This in turn is dependent on
education of the public and workers in related
fields, together with a demonstration of com-
petence and utility by psychologista,

REPORT OF PSYCHIATRIC SOCIAL WORK
AND WELFARE SECTION.

Im the period under review the staffing of this
section has again undergone changes. In July
the pavchiatrie social worker stationed at Lachlan
Park Hospital joined the staff of the Divizion of
Mental Health in Hobart, and at the time of this
report the vacaney caused by her transfer has not
been filled. The psychiatric social worker at the
Launceston office of the Division resigned at the
end of November, and this position, together with
a fourth one in Hobart, has still to be filled.

With the psychiatric social worker strength
reduced to only fifty per cent of the present max-
imum establishment, caseloads have been heavy,
and it has been virtually impossible to undertake
anything in the nature of intensive casework. The
gituation in the North, North-east and North-west
has been particularly diffienlt, in that much of the
work opencd up when the Northern office was -
staffed g.lll-tlme has had to be added to the cazeload
of the one psychiatrie social worker now travel-
ling from Hobart to other parts of the State. In
addition, work in this area with Lachlan Park
Hospital and Millbrook Rise patients and their
relatives has had to be included in the caseload
of the same one worker. The staffing of the North-
ern office, though this was done by only ome
member of the full team and for something less
than a year, has made it very clear that the
present arrangement touches only the fringe of
the work there.

It becomes increasingly clear that every effort
must be made to fill vacant pogitions, and for this
to be done workers will almost certainly have
to be recruited from the United Kingdom, as has
been done in the past, since the supply of trained
peyvehiatric social workers in Australia is strictly
limited.
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For some time it has been felt that welfare work
with selected mental defectives could be earried
out under supervision by an officer who is not a
trained psychiatric social worker. A recommend-
ation to this effect was accepted, and a position
created for a welfare officer to work aspecifically
with male mental defectives in Hobart and the
gsurrounding distriet. A welfare officer, who is
studying relevant subjects in his degree course of
the University of Tasmania, took up duties in the
Division at the end of March, 1960, and has
relieved psychiatric social workers of routine
duties with many male defectives. Already the
value of this appointment is being demonstrated,
with the possibilities it brings for intensified

work with individuals, and it may be expected
that future years will show a _greater social re-
habilitation percentage than in the past.

In addition to routine investigations involving
home visits and interviews with relatives, guard-
ians, employers and pensions officials, the welfare

r has n work on a systematic programme
which aims at establishing contaet with defectives
while atill in institutions. In this way it is hoped
to minimise the problems connected with re-
establishment of individuals in the community.

The dutiezs of the psychiatric social workers
have again involved compilation of social histories
for d tic purposes; casework with patients
and their relatives; frequent contact with other
agencies, follow-up work with patients discharged
from Lachlan Park Hospital and Millbrook Rise,
and with their relatives during the patient's stay
in hoa-]i{bu.l ; assistance at paychiatric clinics at the

obart Hoapital; and work with defectives
under the care of the M&ntal Deficiency Board.

Meetings of the Official Visitors at Lachlan
Park Hospital have regularly been attended by a
psychiatric social worker, and another worker has
gerved as a member of the Mental Deficieney
Board,

Work with the patients' club at Lachlan Park
has been continued by the worker transferred
from the hospital to the Division in Hobart. This
has meant a loss in time through travelling to
and from Wew Morfolk, but it has been felt that
the resocialising influence of club activities war-
ranted their continuance. The worker concerned
reports inereased numbers in the club, and the
development of a noticeable sense of reaponsibility
on the part of some members towards others less
well than themselves. She has made several
suggestions for a more effective functioning of the
club, and has commented that the possibility of
division into & number of smaller units serving
specific needs should be considered.

Lectures have been undertaken at the Mother-
eraft Home with two categories of trainee. The
senior psychiatric social worker gave a series of

r lectures to mothercraft trainees on * The
Emaotional Needs of Mothers and Babies ™, while
another psvchiatric social worker provided a
series of six lectures to two separate groups of
double-certificated nurses undergoing training
for their Child Welfare Certificate. Two of these
in each series dealt with the art of interviewing,
with a%e‘;:iﬁn reference to advice to mothers on
family budgetting, and four were eoneerned with
the emotional development of children. In Laun-
ceaton lectures on the art of interviewing were
fumndad for Marriage Guidanee Counsellor train-

d role playing sessions were organised and
ucted with trainees.

(Na. 67.)

The senior psychiatric social worker has hecome
a member of the Training and Selection Sub-com-
mittee of the Marriage Guidance Council, and
assisted at the recent selection day in Hobart. All
workers have been available as required for dis-
cussion and consultation with counsellors,

Other contributions to community eduecation
have been made through talks to various come-
munity groups.

ANNUAL STATISTICS
DIVISION OF MENTAL HEALTH 1959-60.

Srate PEYCHOLOGICAL CLINIC.
Paychologienl Eraminations and Therapentic Sesaions,

Flace Humber of Atlendanies.
Hobart 428
Launceston e e L e 1o
Howr . Marlalk. o cdmas o mas s 4
Devonport ... ... .. . : % 3
Burnie
Ashley Home for Bl:lru “and stu

E:f‘ GO
Uthcr o e i

L]

Paychiatric Examinations and Thera-
peutic Sessions ... .. b33
Tatal attendances ... | 1,033

STATE PEYCHOLOGICAL CLINIC.

New Casges Only.
Male Female Total

Paye ical Examinations ... 43 11 B4
Paychiatric Examinations ... ... BY 4 123
Total new cases seen ... ... 177
%tntélud.ﬂli i]";yt-ha I:J".'i"-"-l'-‘ Btl‘t*-—!_
eferrals gool, court, police
e P e e 32 T 38
Referrals by Ashley and Wybra 14 L 14
Ascertained Certifiable under
Mental Deficiency Act ... ... ;] 2 11

The above figures refer to the primary examination only.
any casea were scen first by a psyehologist and later
by a paychintrist.

MEnTAL DEFICIENCY BOARD.

Table showing number of certificd mental defectives
under the contrel of the Board and how they are placed.

Mol Female Total
GGovernment [astitutions for Defectives—
New Norfolk a3 2 BE
5¢t. John's Park 45 |
Melumie {Lnum:estun} 10 IU
Other [natitiliong—
Conwvent of the Good Shepherd 25 26
Salvation .&rm{ Homes E: 10 10
Lachlan Park Hospital it T 3 10
In the Community—
{2} Under Guardianship ... 46 50 68
{b) Under Sopervision 1% T 20
245
Table showing new and dizcontinoed orders—
Male Female Totsl
New Placements e 4 1 B
Orders Terminated ... ... .. : g 7 15
Orders Lapsed .. N 2 1 8

QUTPATIENT DEPARTMENT PaYCHIATRIC CLINICS.
Boyal Hobari Hoapktal Humber of Atiendaneos

Dr. Foxton . 14%
Dr. Williams ... ... 337
Dy, Anderson ... . 323
Dr. Weatherley 120
Dr. Pargitar .. 278

1202
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Tahle uhuwing wark relating to Mental Defectives by
Peychintric Socinl Workerz and Welfare Oficer—

Number of home wisits ... ... .. oo v v v e 202
Number of other wisits in conneetion with cases 114
Number of office interviews with patients, relatives

and others s A 3 240
Number of other intérviews, casework contacts,

&e,, with patients, relatives and others .. .. 544

STATISTICS.
PEYCHIATRIC SoCciAL WorK SECTION.
1ot Jarly, 19569, to 30th June, 1960,

Number of cases on which work undertaken .. ... 637
Number of homes vigited 271

Number of patients visited in institutions ... ... 60
Number of home wvisits ... ... .. ... o e 413
Number of other visits in connection with caszes 196
Number of office interviews with patients, relatives

and otherz .. e R T D Sl T
Numbor of other interviows, casework contacts, &e.

with patients, relatives and others ... ... .. ... 1188
Number of cases on which contact was made with

ootside agencies, individuals, &e. ... .. .. ... 360
Number of cases on which one or more relatives

interviewed J68

Mumber of visits paid, interviews conducted, &c.
outside base towns . : 45 e e
HuRr?'h-cr of wisits to Lachlan Park and Millbrook 44
NI.JTT:F af elinies attended at Royal Hobart Hos- &
Number of sessions conducted for Lachlan Park
Patients" Club e ] B et 1]
Number of meetings (Officin]l Visitors, Mental
Deflciency Board, &e, attended e 20
Number of lectures to trainees ... ... ... ... . 20

REFORT OF THE MENTAL DEFICIENCY
BOARD TO THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 20th JUNE, 1960,

The Board met on 14 occaszions. Attendance at
meetings was as follows :—

Dr. R. Foxton ... ... ... /6
Profezsor J. Cardno . 14/14
Dr. A. le Souef 13/13
Mr. RB. McCulloch ... ... ... .. 10/14
Miss Lockley ... ... ... 11/14
Dr.D. Anderson ... ... ... ... .. 4/6

Meetings were held in Hobart and at the
Board’a institutions; two meetings being held at
each, viz., 5t. John's Park, New Town; New Nor-
folk, and Launceston.

The vear began with 851 defectives under the
Board’s control and ended with 345, a drop of 6.

The greatest need continues to be for a male
“ hostel ™ type institution in the Hobart area for
the final rehabilitation of those who have become
socially well adjusted and, with help, could become
independent.

The services of Mrs. Hudspeth, psyehiatrie
social worker at Launceston, have been lost to the
Board with her retirement from the Division of
Mental Health. The lack of an officer in the
North of the State is a very considerable handicap
in supervising defectives who are living in the
community in this area.

The position of Welfare Officer mentioned in
last year's report has been filled and thizs has
enabled greater help and supervision te be given
to defectives living in the community in the South
and to their job placement.

The new Institution for Defectives at St. John's
Park is almost ready for occupation. Difficnlty is
being experienced in housing the mentally defee-
tive in other parts of 8t. John's Park. It is hoped

1960. !
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that future improvements, renovations and addi-
tions to the Government Institution for Defec-
tives at New Norfolk will ease the I&mblmns of
the Superintendent of St. John's Park.

The Board's business and the administration of
the Board's institutions continues to be carried out
by the Mental Health Divizion of the Department
of Health Services.

Statistical tables are appended.

J.R. V. FOXTON,
Chairman.

REPORT OF LACHLAN PARK HOSPITAL,
NEW NORFOLK, FOR THE YEAR ENDED
d0th JUNE, 1960.

Great progress has been made over the past
vear in developing the Hospital, not only for the
benefit of the patients but also for the benefit of
staff working conditions to some extent. We are
now in the happy position of having seven new
wards fully oceupied in the new hospital, and this
fact alone has lifted the morale of patients and
staff alike, who find conditions infinitely better
than was originally the case. Three of our old
wards have been completely closed down and it
is hoped before long that two or three others will
be clozed completely, and patients transferred to
the new hospital area.

The new nurses’ home is well under way and will
prove a most valuable acquisition, by way of
providing much better conditions for female
nursing staff when off duty. The whole tempo of
the hospital has increased quite markedly over
the past twelve months and we hope for similar
improvements to take place in the ensuing twelve
months,

Our medical staff mow consists of two (2)
Paychiatrists, with vacancies for two (2) more,
together with two (2) Medieal Officers, with two
vacancies in this category also. This places the
hospital in a better position than it has ever been
before.  Our main concern now is the acquis-
ition of trained nursing staff to work with the
medical staff. In this respect we are again for-
tunate in having a Nursing School, which, work-
ing under a * block " system of training, will be
able to train qualified nurses of a high standard in
the minimom period.

In relation to the increaze of Tasmanian pop-
ulation by approximately 11,000 over the past
year, it will be seen from Table 26 that increase
of patients in Hospital on the 30th June, 1960,
shows a very reasonable increase of approximately
33 over the previous year. Extensive use of
tranquilizing drags, is, [ feel, largely responsible
for this state of affairs, in association with the
out-patient elinics at the Royal Hobart Hospital
and also the treatment of out-patients at this
Hospital. The average cost per head per has
risen slightly in comparison to the iner cost
of living and the improved standard of food over
the past twelve months.

Administrative Aspects,

The boiler house is the centre and heart of
all hozpital functioning and upon it the
effective running of the kitchen, laundry, ward
heating, #&c. Extensive alterations have been
found to be necessary in the boiler housze over
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the past yvear and the Huui:im Services Engineer,
together with the Hoapital Manager, has found it
necessary to maintain contact with firms on the
Mainland, for specialist consultation in relation
to various aspects of steam production. Very
many problems will have to be solved in relation
to steam distribution, dispozal of ash, coal handl-
ing and many other aspects of this particolar
section of Hospital activity.

I am satisfied, however, that our present method
of dealing with these problems, as they arise, ia
both adequate and efficient.

Laundry.

The Hospital laundry has also been markedly
revolutionised over the past year with the result
that, with twelve staff memberz and thirteen
patients, the latter being of variouns degrees of
mental deficiency, the laundry has coped with
B4,821 pieces in an average month. This figure
includez 4,190 sheetz, 305 laundry bags, 438
blankets and 76 towels, processed for the Royal
Hobart Hoapital, and 2,190 pieces for the Lady
Clark Hospital at Claremont. Our dry-cleaning
plant has , in an average month, 2,198
pieces, We are hoping that in the near future
extensions to the present laundry will be provided,
These extensions have already been submitted for
approval.

; Central Kitehen,

The central kitehen is functioning satisfactor-
ily, but we are finding refrigeration space to be
inadequate and consequently extra refrigeration
will have to be installed in the future. Thiz will
be a considerable improvement from every point
of view. The hospital food is adequate and palat-
able, due to the administration being under the
direct supervision of the Catering Officer (Mr.
Gugnilg, who works in close azsociation with the
State Dietitian (Miss Shoobridge).

Haospital Stores.

The position here is as it was a year ago, the
new store being hardly adequate both in zize and
shape. Our hardware goods are kept in the old
store in the old part of the building and our
groceries in the new store in the new part of the
building. This is hardly an efficient way of run-
ning hospital stores.

Transport.
The hospital possesses nine (9) vehicles which
are constantly engaged in travelling from one
point to another within the hos tafﬂtal grounds,

(No. 6.7.)

the Lachlan Rivulet during the floods our mileage
per day has been more than doubled, as vehicles
proceeding from the new hospital site to the old
hospital site must travel round the Lyell High-
way, a distance of 2 miles, which iz approximately
% of a mile more.

Diztrict Hospital,
Requests for work requiring to be done at this
Hospital by our artisan stafl are carried out under
the supervision of the Services Engineer.

Haspital Wairds,

The New Wards which are being erected are
satisfactory but, nevertheless, the question of
supplying steam for hot water and heating is at
times fraught with difficulties as the calorifiers
in some of the wards are not really adequate,
requiring alterations eapecially in Wards 1 and 2.
Wards 2-T are operating satisfactorily and are
working at maximum pressure, giving the ward
temperatures of 656-76° Fahrenheit, with the
outside temperatures at approximately 45 deprees,

Summary.

The above is an account of some of the activ-
ities of Lachlan Park Hospital over the past
twelve months, Much has been left out in order
to simplify this report. Patients’ activities have
been stepped up to a marked degree, including
auch things established as:—

1. Hospital Magazine,

ok Patilztnts' lf!luﬂl:]lﬂ::E

3. Weekly Sports Afternoon.

4. Concerts by the patients for the patients.

5. Group therapy in wards and many other
aspects of Hospital activity.

Coneclusion.

My thanks are due to the Hospital staff and
particularly to the Hospital Manager and the
Services Engineer and subordinates, for their in-
valuable loyvalty and devotion to the task of
maintaining this hospital at the highest possible
level. In particular T would like to thank the
Hospital Auxiliary and especially the Lachlan
Park Hogpital Auxiliary and the Retarded
Children’s Association together with the Red
Cross for their constant help in furthering the
welfare of the patients here.

D. M. ANDERSON,

With the destruction of the hospital bridge across Medical Superintendent.
: TABLE 25.
Table Showing Admissions, Re-Adinissions, Discharges and Deaths during the Year 1959-60,
Males Femnles | Total Malea Femnles Total

Tn Hospital on 30th June, 1950 X e [ 182 9 T
Adritted for it timo .. 151 29 180 5 oy e
Re-admitted .. as 127 (R 237
Roturned from trial Imh.-u . 37 &1 118
Total admitted and refurned G135 20 535
Total under care during the ;,m b i e - i -E-I'I"- . (k] 1,316
Disc feorn Hoapital S 25 B2 210

an trinl hu'a T 153 252

" 27 33 21 an ey B

'I'l;rl:.nl. o o He i 34 i 502
Remaining in Hospital on 30/8/60 . 443 151 ™ 214 p
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TABLE 27.
Table Showing Numbers of Patients on, Returning from, and Discharged from Trial Leave during
the Year 1959-60.
Males Females Total Malea Femalos Total
O trinl leave on 30th June, 1058 .. o P r o o o 45 T 115
Proceeding on trinl leave during year s i o 2 = A il 153 32
Total on trinl leave during yoear : = =% Bt s 124 2493 34T
Retarmed to Hospital from trial Teave duruq; ym ‘v a7 &l 115 o e =iE
Diischnrged from trial leave doring yoar .. i 44 7 120
Died whilsd on trial leave during yoar 5 ki N 1 2 7
Total Los . Ki s #i s o in - s i) 87 152 230
Remaining on trial leave on 30060 L = i = Ge G ar 7l 104
TABLE 28.
Table Showing Manner in which Patients were A dmitted during the Year 1959-60.
How Admitted Males Femnles Total
Private Order fit1] 78 18
Justioo’s Order .. 3 3 -3
Magistrate's Order i Es B u ae = - e i 4 1 5
"i.-u}l_m.hr} Eoasders e 5F i - e oo e o i 1149 145 264
Governor's Warrnmt o T - s s i i i 1 3 1
Section | Ia—Mental Hm;:l.l.ﬂ'ln- Aﬂ- L] 4 1
Inchriates Hospital Ast ia B
Prisons Act—=Sestion 18 s 1 i 1
Returned from trinl Loavo—1080-60 a7 Bl 118
213 a2 535
First Admission e o e 4 i F i ' . 151 b 180
Second Admision e aiE an ‘e £ T e e e a1 i3 i
Third Admission e s i u ‘e is = o o e 3 3 2]
Fourth Admission Ci e -1 L g i s e 14 32 48
Filth Admission and over Es < 5 =& S e S i 17 16 33
Returned from trind leava 5 2 . e o e . e T Bl 118
273 200 535
TAEBLE 29.

Table Showing form of Mental Dizorder on Admission during 1959-60 and the form of Mental
Dizorder of Patients in Hos pital on 30tk June, 1960.

Admissions Hemaining in Hospital
Form of Mental Disordor
Males Fornles Total Malos Frmnles Total
A £ il Mendal ey
o With E{kaWMﬂ ey i Tl 5 12 18 30 28 o7
2. Without Epilopsy - . s A s 10 17 27 103 ] 171
&Wlthst.hr:nphrm - . . s an 8 4 M 4 a8
B, Demenlios:
1. Senils o ) a8 a1 17 22 an
2, Pro-Sonils .. e 2 L & i 1 15
3, Zecondary or Terminnl e 1 1 (] i} 12
4. Arteriosclerosis .. a8 A 2 8 10
o O i i
ﬂ?lﬂmin Lesion o 3 S Ein 1 1 2 1 1 2
2, Domontin Paralytica e i i Eh i i a3 2 ]
3. Epileptio Payohosia 2 4 G 27 12 30
'l- Aleaholic Payelwais Jr T a7 9 12 21
5, Toxie, Confasional or FI"IIII.IIH.'E I'thm: 8 18 7 £ 11 15
I‘i Fuarkinsonism - 2 o I 1 1
. Huntington's Chorea 2 1 4 2 1 3
D, Peyehogenie Prychosis ;
1. Manie Doprossive Fayehoss kL] 18 &7 I8 I 37
2. Involutionsl Melanohalin 1 11 12 & 23 27
3. Schizophrenis (not including A.3) 13 i 52 b6 30 126
4. Paraphonia and ]"‘nrn.umd iitnlu 13 10 23 33 H 67
0. Parnncin .. - B - - - -4 (11] z 1%
8. Eoourront Molancholin . . 2o < e 13 28 il (1] 1] 26
E. P.pgq:hp N eurosis
1. Paychopnthis P‘f:rwum.l.lnt-:. a 5 ] 3 B 1z
z, .ﬂ.ll‘l.l.!t? Btate ; 45 an 75 44 25 ao
3. Hysterin 1 1
ToTAiLk .. e s aa i i 187 230 417 461 asl 814
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REFORT OF MILLEROOE PSYCHOPATHIC HOME FOR THE YEAR ENDED &0th
JUNE, 1960,

Az will be seen from Table 37, the average daily number of patients has increased Elﬁhr OVEr
the previous vear. At the time of writing there is actually a further slight increase, small
increase in cost per head per day has been due to the inerease in cost of living, together wu:h
salary increases. 1 would like to point out at this stage that the functioning of Millbrock is quite
different from that of a General Mental Hospital. Treatment at Millbrook is essentially
individual in its application and this is very time consuming.

Secondly, if we are going to fill Millbrook to the extent of, say, 40 patients, a second P
chiatrist will most certainly be needed to cope with the extra numbers. [ think this point should
be borne in mind as future policy, as here again accommodation for extra medical staff would
be a problem.

Water Supply.

The water supply to Millbrook has now vastly improved and, with the installation of a new
Council main, we do not envisage any further trouble in the coming summer.

I wonld like to thank the Chairman and other membera of the Millbrook Home Board for
their constant interest in the running of this Home and for the humane approach to the various
little domestic troubles that arise from time to time, and also extend my thanks to the Red Cross
Aszsociation and to those others who have helped so much in the efficient running of Millbrook.

D M. ANDERSON, Medical Superintendent.

TAEBLE 36.
MiLLerooK PsycHoraToIc HOME.

Minles Femalea Tatal
Anxisdy State .. ae . 18 a5 5
Molancholic and Depressve Statos 21 42 =]
H.\'nh'rill- a aa el 2 16 15
Hehizophrenia and Schizoid States an 10 30
Parnphrenia and Paranoid States ] @ 11
Munio Depreasive Paychosis i & @
Aleoholazm - . e ) 1 4
{Hsessionel States : s 1 T .
Hopile and Pre-sonile Dementing 3 7 16
(iross Brnin Losaon 2 . -
Psychopath a ] 7
Mot Diagnossd .. - . 1
Total Admissions During Year &5 117 B
TAEBLE 37.
MILLEBROOK PsSYCHOPATHIC HOME.
Finaneinl Statement,
Your Ended
BO/4/56 30657 BO58 0659 0/6/00
:’ﬁ_wurug;l jJ:.I_-,_' ;:-'nmlmr of !"n.lir.-u.ln 21.81 20,21 19.73 16,48 17.31
Giroas Cost for Year £26,208 £25,237 £25,008 £25,866 £27,100
Foes Heceived 9,874 £13.740 £14,336 L14,857 E13,020
Oither Hevemae
Gross Cost por Hend por Day .. 65, 10.82, R, 460, Tla. 11.164. Bfa, 10,974 Bas, 30
Nott Cost per Hesd per Day dla. 1,50, Ale. 145 Ala. 1084 Siis, G.48d. s 3.01d.
TAELE 38,
GOVERNMENT INSTITUTION FOR MENTAL DEFECTIVES.
Financial Statement,
Yeor Ended
RO J0/8/ 57 058 30559 30660
Avorape Daily Number of Patients 4005 46,24 40,78 47.70 FLE T
Giposs Cost for Year £2],026 £22.1577 £21,977 £25,7606 £24,548
Fieea Psecived £3,826 £3,538 £2.423 £4,008 £4,172
Other Rovemso
Gross Cost per Head per Day .. 23s. 11.52d. 26y 2.02d, The. 3124 e, G.2dd. 3z 0.70d.
Neott Cost per Head por Doy 268, DAL

L. G. Sifgs, Gorernment Printer, Taammnis,
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