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(No. T4.)

Report of the Depurtment of Henlth Services for the Year Ended
30th June, 1958

Department of Health Services,
Hobart, 8rd October, 1958,
The Hon, the Minister for Health.
SiR,
I HAVE the honour to present the Report of the

rtrent of Health Services for the period 1st
July, 1957, to 30th June, 1958.

I desire to acknowledge with appreciation the
co-operation of the Directorate whose reports are
submitted separately under the various sections
set out as under :—

Section [.—Division of Public Health.
Section II.—Division of Tuberculosis.
Seetion IIL—Division of Mental Health.

DEPARTMENTAL REVENUE

The revenue for the year amounted to £380,686,
which waz £4,5688 more than that for 1956-57.
The items of revenue were:—

Department of Health Serviees IBEIIEET 155;-53

Health Rates ... ... .. 15438 7045
Mothereraft Home ... 4,606 B, 176
District Nursing ... ... ... ... . 10,588 10,760
Government Analyst .. ... .. ........ 535 551
Nurzes' Registration Fees [1017) GRS
Pharmaceutical Benefits ... ... .. ... 50564  G0,028
Digtrict Medical Servies .. .. .. .. ... 72 T
Nelunmle Home ... .. . e oo oo s 1,212 1,262
(Other Feoca and Licences . . ... ... ... 1,754 2067
Red Cress Blood Transfusion .. .. Dae 4,971
Poliomyelitia Injections ... ... .. .. 1,680
£01,065 £84,000

Rent of Government Property ... .. .. 2 3,722
Sale of Government Property .. .. .. 160 Bd8
Other Sourees ... ... ... .. | 330
Refund of Bursarics ... .. 5,66 2,178
£7 806 £7,08T

Lachlan Park Hospital . ... ... ... .. 11,811 10,008
Millbrook Ps: thie Home ... ... ... 16,088 14,316
Government Institution for Defectives 2421 2,423
LT O o T e R T1,207 T4, 85T
Chest Hoapitals 176,000  1B7,000
£277,127 £288.5490

£376,908 £IR0,586

DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURE

The expenditure for the year from the Approp-
riation Act amounted to £2,946.376, which was
an inerease of £104,6556 over that for 1956-57. The

following table shows the cost of the services
operated by the Department over the past two
Vears:— i

1956-57 1957-58
£ £
Hospital and Medical Serviees,

Public Health and Mental Health 168,274 169,933
District Nursing Service .. 66,811 1401
District Medical Service ... .. 70,755 45 485
St. John's Park PAITER 240,004
Grants to Hospitals 1,488,984 1,569,620
Child Hmlt_ll rvice ot g 63,672 58,326
School Medical and Dental Serviee T8 263 T8 06T
Government Analyst T e 17,248 17,784
Tuberculosis Division ... .. ... . .. 55,238 5,196
Tasmanian Chest Hospital ... 06,082 03,958

68,949 62,704

Northern Chest Hospital
7,806 7032

Nelomie Home
Lachlan Park

. 282428 400647
Millbrook Rise | 25,237 25,908
Other Grants 43,446 47416

£2.841,721 £2,946,376

BUILDING PROGRAMME
Works Completed during the Financial Year:—

Royal Hobart Hospital.—New X-Ray and steri-
lising equipment.

Launeeston f?&nera] Hospital —Building for
cobalt unit and completion of installation.
Additional staff accommodation.

Mersey General Hospital.—Qut-patients Divis-
ion at Devonport.

Rosebery District Hospital—Residence for
medical officer.

Toosey Memorial Hospital—Board room and

_ secretary’s office.
King Island District Hospital. —Nurses" home.
Cosgrove Park.—Construction of physiother-
Apy centre and additional twilight cottages,
District Medical Service.—Rebuilding of Derby
. residence and surgery after fire.
District Nursing Service.—New dispensary at
_ Koonya Centre.

Child Health Service.—Construction of centre

at Kingston,

Works in Progress at the end of Year:—

Mersey General Hoepital.—Construction of
new hospital at Latrobe.

Spencer Hospital —Conversion of old mater-

_ ity block to old folks® home.

King Island District Hospital —Construction
_of maternity wing.

Whitemark District Hospital —Constroction of
new hospital.
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St. Helens Private Hospital.—Extensive re-
building and re-equipping.

Lachlan Park Hospital.—Construction of five
new chronic and epileptic blocks.

&t. John's Park.—Extension of engineering

op.
Distriet Medical Service—
Construction of comsulting rooms at Cole-
brook.
Addition of surgery to residence at Kingston.
Erection of centre at Fioneer by voluntary
labour.
Child Health Service.—Construction of centres
at East Devonport and Trevallyn.

Purchase of Properties:—

Launceston.—Land at Rocherlea from Educa-
tion Department.

Devonport—Residence for use of secretary at
Mersey General Hoapital,

New Norfolk.—Two dwellingz from Housing
Department for staff at Lachlan Park.

OFFICIAL OFENINGS

During the year the following constructions
were officially opened :—

New Town Park Nurses' Home.

Cobalt 60 Unit Building, Launceston,

Cosgrove Park Physiotherapy Centre, Laun-
ceston.

Devonport Medical Centre.

King Island District Hospital Nurses® Home.,

The opening in May of last year of the New
Town Park Nurzes' Home by Lady Cross, the wife
of His Excellency the Governor, marked the
beginning of another large medical project. This
iz the provizion of a maternity hospital and
mothercraft home and eventually, it is hoped, a
wormen's hospital. The Home is being put to the
very greatest use by the Royal Hobart Hospital,
and its very modern and spacious aceommodation
i3 more than appreciated by its inhabitants, It
is indeed one of the finest, if not the finest, nurses’
home in the Commonwealth, and I am confident
it expreszsez the objective of the Department,
which is to provide the most modern medical in-
stitotional accommodation possible, both for
patients and staff,

~ The completion of the building for, and the
installation of, the Cobalt 60 Unit at the Peter
MacCallum Clinic at the Launceston General
Hospital is recognised as a milestone in the treat-
ment of cancer in this State. The unit has
already proved to be a great asset in this treat-
ment, and its purchase and installation is con-
gidered to be money very well spent.

Construction iz nearing completion of the so-
called Physiotherapy Centre at Cosgrove Park.
Thiz centre is more than this, in that it iz in
addition a very fine modern club house to the bowl-
ing club. I hope to be able to give you detailed
information on thizs project in my next Annual
Report.

The Devonport Medical Centre, now the Ouf-
patients Division of the newly formed Mersey
General Hospital, has ereated & great deal of
interest. [ts design is very modern and it affords
every facility that such a centre should provide,
The building has been designed to provide ade-
gquate accommodation Tor sueh facilities both in
the present and the future. Already increasing
use is being made of the centre by the people of
Devonport, and it is confidently expected that,
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as the years go by, it will be of more and more
gervice to the people of that area and that, due
to forward planning, the building will meet all
requirementz for many years to come,

On the 10th December, 1957, the Hon. the
Premier opened the new Nurses' Home at the
King Island District Hoapital. This Home, which
provides accommodation for eight Sisters and a
zelf-contained flat for the Matron, wasz equip
throughout with new and comfortable furnish-
ings. Ceriain rooms were sound-preofed so that
night staif would not be disturbed during the
daylizht hours. The old nurses’ home will be
maodified gnd used as a geriatric wing, to provide
%Iﬁar&rice which has been badly needed on King
sland.

Visimors

We were honoured during the year the
vizits of Sir Eric Pridie, Drs. Ralston and Edith
Paterson and Dr. Keun Soo Lee.

Sir Eric Pridie is the Retiring Chief Medical
Officer of the Colonial Medical Service and was
vigiting Australia and New Guinea on a private
tour. e were delighted to hear him speak and
were pleased to be able to afford him the oppor-
tunity of szeinz a2z much of the State as possible
during hiz limited wvisit.

Dra. Ralston and Edith Paterzon, the eminent
radio-therapists from Manchester, stimulated the
already very active interest being taken in the
State in the treatment of cancer. We werae espec-
ially gratified to hear them both on the subject of
health education in ecancer, 8 subject for which
they are world renowned. We were very pleased
indeed to have them present at the opening cere-
mony of the Cobalt 60 Unit mentioned above.
This indeed waz an occasion.

Dr. Keun Soo Lee, 2 World Health Organisation
Fellow from Korea, favoured us with a visit, and
we were pleazed to be able to put the facilities
of the Division of Public Health at his disposal.

HEALTH EnvcaTion CoUNCIL

During the year 1957-58, the Health Education
Couneil has been carrying on its usual programme
of health education with several innovations. It
is well known that the aim of the Health Educa-
tion Council is to raise the standard of personal
and community hygiene in the State. To assiat
it in its work, the Couneil has received the support
of all divisions of the Department of Health Ser-
vices, local authorities, the Presa and the com-
munity in general.

The Council commenced its year by taking
educational films and aids to the general publie.
Educational films were shown at some 47 schools
throughout the State and to some 29 Parents and
Friends Association Groups, with a great deal of
success. The film “ Let’s Keep Qur Teeth ™ was
shown free of charge for a full week, at the Hobart
and Launceston Tatler Theatrettes.

The Council called together members of the
Food Handlers' Trade in Southern Tasmania and
showsd them films on modern food handling. As
a result, it iz felt that an active Food Handlers'
Association will be formed in Hobart. Films on

food handling were also shown in artment
Storez in Hobart. =0
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Other educational filma were shown at the
Launceston National Show and the Smithton
Exhibition.

The Council has worked in elose harmony with
the Department of Agriculture on a hydatids cam-
paign.

Numerous articles dealing with health were
published in the Women's Weekly, the Mercury,
Country Women's Journal, the Saturday Evening
Mereury, the Examiner and the Advocate, and the
Derwent Valley Gazette. Ags a result of articles
on home accidents published in these papers,
the Council received requests from the townships
of Strahan, Swansea and Burnie to meet vepresen-
tatives of the Council, with a view to embarking
on Home Accident Campaigns in these various

The township of Swansea asked that their
campaign be not confined to Home Accidents but
include Industrial Accidents as well. To assist
in this section of the campaign, the Council called
in the assistance of officeraz of the Department of
Labour and Industry, who have been most help-
ful. Although no campaigns have actually begun
as yet, a great deal of groundwork has been com-
menced in educating the public in safe practices.
These campaigns should commence during the
next financial year.

A new pamphlet on Dental Health was printed
during the yvear. This new design proved extrem-
ely suecessful, and it was necessary to obtain a
reprint. We have had requests from as far afield
as the U.S.A. for copies of this pamphlet.

The excellent publication * Motherhood ” was
favourably received, and it was necessarv to
have a reprint of this publication also. A pamphlet
on Millbrook Rise Psychopathic Home was also
designed during the year and should be going to
preas early in the new financial vear.

An officer from the Council attended the
Health Education Co-ordination Committes meet-
ing in Perth during February, 1958. This meeting
waz particularly notable, as it was the first occas-
ion on which the Commonwealth took part. The
Committes, which can be classified as an annual
seminar for officers working in the field of health
education, is designed to co-ordinate health
education activities on a national basis. Its main
objective is the exchange of information and the
production of health education material in the
most useful and economic form.

The Council feels that the edueation of the
community in health matters is an extremely
important activity of the Department of Health
Services, and that health edueation ecan be used
to relieve the financial burden hborm by the
Government in providing and maintaining public
health services.

MaTIONAL FITHESS COUNCIL

At the beginning of the financial vear it was
decided that the activities of the National Fitness
Council should be transferred from the Minister
for Education to vourself. This was effected and
I have been in constant contact with officers and
members of the Council on a great variety of
matters. I feel sure that both the Couneil and the
Department are pleased to be able to work
together,

=1
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REGISTRATION OF FOETAL AND NEO-NATAL DEATHS

This matter, which has been in abeyance for
gome time, was revived the Department and
diacussed once more with the National Health and
Medical Research Council of the Commonwealth
Department of Health. As a result of these ne-
gotiations, the National Health Council decided
that, as thiz State was the only one in which
unanimity had been achieved by all interested
parties, it should run a pilot scheme. With the
expert help of Dr. C. E. Cook of the Common-
wealth Department of Health, a form of regis-
tration was evolved, and it was proposed to put
this into practice for a period of six months be-
fore revision. However, the medical profession
felt that it could devise a form which would be
more permanent. This is being carried out and
I hope to be able to report to you next year that
the registration of foetal and neo-natal deaths,
in accordance with the requirements of the World
Health Organisation, is being carried out in
Australia for the first time in this State.

HANDICAPPED CHILDREN'S ADVISORY COUNCIL

During the year the above-mentioned Council
eame into being, composed of representatives of
the Cripplad Children's Societies, the Spastic
Children’s Fund Committee and the Retarded
Children’s Aszociation, under my chairmanship.
The purpose of the Counecil, vou will remember,
was to ensure that there be no overlapping of
work or expenzes by the various bodies interested
in ehildren suffering from wvarious handicaps.
Zeveral meetings have been held and forward
progress made. [ feel sure that, as time pro-
gresses and we meet more frequently, the utmost
co-operation will be achieved.

DENTAL MECHANICS® REGISTRATION DBOARD

During the yvear 1957-68, an amendment was
made to the Dentists Act, 1919, which provided
for the setting-up of a Dental Mechanics” Regis-
tration Board. Prior to the commencement of
the Act, it was necessary for the Board to be set
up in order to lay down a curriculum and conduect
an examination for the registration of dental
mechanies, to enable them to practise legally when
the Act came into force.

The Board was fortunate in obtaining the ser-
vices of Mr. W. D. Dwyer, a Master of Dentistry,
Melbourne, to conduet tutorial classes for some
fifty dental mechanics prior to the examination
and, on the recommendation of the Dean of the
Faculty of Dentistry of Melbourne University,
Professor Sir Arthur Amies, Dr. A. R. T. Green-
wood was appointed as the Board’s examiner.
The examinations were conducted in two parts
and eommenced in Launceston with a written
paper for all candidates on Sunday, 1st June. Of
the 43 who made application to sit for the exam-
ination 28 passed and 13 failed. The Dental
Mechanics® Registration Board has now decided
to conduct a further examination. Dr. Green-
wood hasg accepted the position of examiner, and
the examinations have been set down to commence
on 25th January, 1959. It iz expected that
approximately nineteen candidates will ba apply-
ing to sit for the examination.
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STATE EXECUTIVE SAFETY COMMITTEE

In Movember, 1957, the Department of Labour
and Industry established an Executive Safety
Committee, composed of a representative from
each Government Department and Commission.
The objects of the Committee finally became—

{a) To establish and maintain a 'Central
Accident Recording System on all
accidents oceurring to State Govern-
ment employees;

{(h) To review the incidents of accidents
among State Government employees
and to assess their effect both physi-
cally and economically om the em-
plovee and on the economy of the State
Departments; and

(e} To recommend methods of
prevention.

The Committee devised, as a preliminary meas-
ure, a new form of accident report which would be
applicable to all Departments, and established a
system of classifying and recording the informa-
tion contained in the reports.

It was generally agreed that a valuable tech-
nical eontribution from the Department of Health
Services would be the provision of expert infor-
mation on the assessment of the extent and sig-
nificanee, both physically and economically, of the
various types of injuries sustained, so that a
lead could be given to the Committee for the pur-

of deciding on priorities of approach by the
gummittae towards its main object, i.e, the intro-
duction of practieal methods of accident preven-
tion.

Sigmificant progress was made and the scheme
should be ready in 1D58-59.

accident

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION OF DISEASES,
INJURIES AND CAUSES oF DEATH

In 1948 the World Health Organisation pub-
lished a manual on the International Classification
of Morbidity and Mortality. The classification
was adopted forthwith by the National Health
Service in the United Kingdom, and immediately
afterwards by other m er nations.

The Commonwealth of Australia aceepted the
classification on behalf of all States, and in turn
the State authoritiezs were requested to introduce
and maintain a record of the incidence of mor-
bidity and mortality in accordance with the inter-
national ecode.

For a few years the fonr major hospitals in
Tasmanin alone have maintained a classified
medical record on all their inpatients, in accord-
ance with the four digit code list. It would be
impracticable, however, to expect the remaining
smaller public hospitals to maintain the full eode,
because of the small secretarial staff on their
establishment. For thiz reason, the Department
completed, during the year, a modified acheme for
obtaining statistieal information, and this scheme
ilyi}alnnned to begin with effect from the 1st July,

The World Health Organisation Manual eon-
tains an alternative abbreviated list of code num-
bers, and it is with these broader groups that
it iz proposed to carry out a classification in Tas-
mania for at least the first year.

_The essential feature of the definitive classifica-
tion is :that it would provide statistice on which
gome clinieal evaluation could be made. In Tas-
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mania, the total number of diseasea occurring
in each of the definitive groups would be rela-
tively small and would therefore be of little value
as the basis for conducting a clinical survey. On
the other hand, the broader groups, which are
containad in the abbreviated list of 150 caunses
of morbidity and mortality, will enable all the
information that is reguired to be classified in
such a way that the Department will be ided
with an adequate picture of the incidence of
disease and injury in this State. One important
advantage of maintaining this picture will be its
contribution to hespital planning.

ESTABLISHMENT OF AN EYE BANK

Following amendments to the Anatomy Act,
arrangements were finalized during the year for
the establishment of registers of volunteer donors
of corneae. Citizens were invited to velunteer
to contribute their eye corneae immediately after
doath., Advice was given to interested persons
on the procedure they should adopt to ensure that
the hospitals concerned were informed of their
wishes. The corneae will he utilised at ophthal-
mie surgical grafting operations to replace defec-
tive corneae in living persons.

Registers wers established and are maintained
at the Mersey General, the Launceston General
and the Royal Hobart Hospitals. A duplicate
central register is maintained at the Department
of Health Services,

An ophthalmological surgeon was appointed fo
ke in clinical charge of the scheme at each
hospital.

By the 30th June, 1958, the following numbears
of persons had volunteered to bequeath their eyes
after death;—

Roval Hobart Hozpital ... ... ...
Launceston General Hospital ...
Mersey General Hospital

| &) 2B

STAPHYLOCOCCAL INFECTION INVESTIGATING
COoOMMITTEE

Antibiotic and sulpha drug resistant Htlﬂhjh
lococei have made their appearance th out
the Tasmanian community and in hospitals, as
they have appenred in other communities through-
put the world, The prevention and treatment of
infection with thiz organization is causing uni-
versal concern. The Department has besn aware
of this problem for some time and, a3 a prelim-
inary step towards the control of staphy
infection, methods of sterilising hospital blank-
etz were investigated.

The work of Leonard Colebrook of the Birm-
ingham Acecident Unit, among others, has proved
conclusively, by extensive investigations during
the war and early post war years, that blankets
and dust from blankets az well as sheets were
a potent source of eross infeetion in wards.
Sheets can be sterilised by boiling but blankets
cannot. The haemolvtic streptococcus was the
dangerouz organizm of the time. In the same
way, many works have revealzd that the new haz-
ard, the resizstant staphyvlococens, could be eon-
voyed in the same way,  New methods of washi
hlankets, both with non-ionic detergents and wi
dry-cleaning fluids, have been carried out and
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Poyiments.

Total payments were £2,595,324, an increase
of £140,336 over expenditure for 1956-57.
£1,673,041, or 64.50% of the total expenditure,
was attributable to salaries.

Patients' Costs

The average daily cost for in-patients for the
24 main hospitals, as listed in Table 1, was
£1 16a. 4d., a decrease of 6d. compared with
19668-67. Outpatients’ costs per vizit increased
from 11s. Bd. in 1956-57 to 12s, 8d. in 1957-58.

Comparisons
Comparisons and details of receipts and pay-
ments, torather with relevant percentages under
1_ihe principal classifications, are set out in Table

Patients" statistics are given in Tables 2 and 3.

TABLE 4.
Private Hospitals,

Beds
. - General Maternity
Liceneoz issned—
Hobart 1 3
Launceston 1 4
Country . 3 T 11
Hozpitals oxempk
from Liconee (sec-
tion B4 (8} )—
Hobart ... .. 2 176 22
Launceston 2 B2
9 264 50

RECRUITMENT OF NURSING STAFF.

There has been a chronie, though moderate,
shortage of nursing staff available for appoint-
ment to most nursing serviees in Tasmania for
many years, The organisation of the Tourist
Nursing Division of the Government Nursing
Service has done much to alleviate the situation,
but the availability of norses through this
organisation is seasonal,

It was decided to “ step up " advertising cam-
paigns both in the United Kingdom and the Aus-
tralian Commonwealth, in order to attract nurses
to Tasmania.

In the first instance an attractive coloured
brochure was designed and printed. The brochure
contained a precis on the contents of the Informa-
tion Book of the Tasmanian Nursing Service,
which was produced last yvear. This brochure iz
to be made available to interested persons in
Australia through this Department and to inter-
ested persons in the United Kingdom through the
Office of the Agent-General for Tasmania in
London.

Whilst these arrangements were proceeding,
coloured slides of views of the various hospitals
and district nursing centres in Tasmania were
obtained and sent to London, so that the Agent-
General could show them to applicants. To com-
plete the arrangements for the campaign, two
special advertisement blocks were prepared. One
of these was for use in Australian magazines and
one for use by the Agent-General when he placed
advertisements in the United Kingdom nursing
journals,
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The advertising scheme should come into full
effect during the year 1958-59.

RESIDENT MEDICAL OFFICERS FOR NORTH-WEST
CoAST HOSPITALS

The volume of work in the two main hospitals
on the MNorth-West Coast has been increasing
steadily. The Surgeon-Superintendents and their
Deputies have beem severely handicapped for
several months at a time and on freguent
oecasions, because of the lack of resident medical
officers available for appointment to their staff
establishment.

In December, 1957, arrangements were finalized
by the Department, through the Agent-General
for Tasmania in London, with the United King-
dom Medical Manpower Committee to allow up to
gix “R " Group Resident Medieal Officers to be
recruited. Provided these resident medical
officers remained in employment in Tasmania, as
directed by the Director-General of Health
Servieces, for a period of two years if they had
completed their statutory one year's pre-registra-
tion hospitals service in the Upited Kingdom
before emigrating, or for a period of three years
if they were to earry out their compulsory pre-
regiztration hospitali serviee in one of the
approved Tasmanian hospitals, their National
Service commitments in the United Kingdom
would be indefinitely deferred.

The Mersey General, the Burnie General, the
;._I-mmceﬁitun General m;md thel Rfﬁ!al Hobart
ozpitals are approved hospitals for pre-regi
tration service purposes in Tasmania. q‘ham
jeal Couneil of Tasmania and the General Med-
ical Council in the United Kingdom have estab-
lished reciprocal approval for hospitals recognized

for pre-registration purposes.

At the end of the yvear 1957-68, arrangements
were proceeding for recruiting four resident
medical officera under this scheme for the North-
West Coast hospitals.

REVISION AND STANDARMSATION OF HOSFITAL
By-Laws.

It had been apparent to the Department for
some time that simplification and standardisation
of hospital by-laws throughout the State was
indicated. Many of the General and Distriet
Hospitals had been seeking guidance regarding
the formation of by-laws.

From an administrative as well as an economic
point of view, standardisation of by-laws was eon-
sidered to have many advantages to offer. After
studying the requirements of the various hospitals,
it was found that, where differences among the
hoapitals appeared to make standardisation
difficult, the differences concerned domestic
matters, in particular such things as the duties of
the intermediate and junior ranks of the staff.
It was considered that this matter could easily
be overcome by the hospital boards concerned pro-
ducing * Standing Orders " for these duties,
rather than by-laws. These dutiez were, there-
fore, omitted from the by-laws, which were pre-
pared and distributed to all hospital boards for
their comments.

The majority of the boards signified that they
were in agreement with the proposed standard
by-laws, A few were still considering the matter
at the end of the year, but it is expected that
finality will be reached during the vear 1958-59.
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HosrITAL BOARDS.

Appointments have been renewed for a further
two years, expiring on the 30th June, 1960, in
accordance with the provisions of the Hospitals
Act., No additional Boards were formed during
the year. However, the orders for two Boards,
viz. the Devon and the Meercroft, were revoked
and one new Board, the Mersey Hospitals Board,
appointed in their stead. The Mersey Hospitals
Distriet is comprized of the Municipalities of
Devonport, Latrobe, Kentish and Deloraine.

MERSEY GENERAL HOSPITAL.

With the formation of the Mersey Hoapitals
District and the new Board, it became neceszary
to amend the terminology of the hospital and its
divisiona throughout the district. The Mersey
General Hospital is comprised now of three
divisions, as follows ;—

General Division, Latrobe (formerly Devon
General Hospital) ;

Maternity Division, Devonport (formerly
Meercroft Hospital) ; and

Outpatients Divizion, Devonport (formerly
Devonport Medieal Centre).

CERTIFICATES OF MERIT.

The Minister for Health, Dr. R, J. David Turn-
bull, initiated a scheme for giving recognition to
members and officers of Boards for long and
faithful service. Finally, it was decided that this
would be done by means of a Certificate of Merit
and eifect is now heing given to the scheme.

HosPITALS AUXILIARIEZ CONFERENCE.

The Auxilinries Conference was held in Laun-
ceston on the 18th and 19th September.  All
Hospitalz and Nursing Centrea Auxiliaries again
wera represented.

MiGEANT MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.

An amendment to the Medical Act, 1955, Na., 87
of 1957, has made it possible for the Medical
Council to grant in the future not more than two
original special licences in any one year. Two
migrant practitioners were undergoing training at
the beginning of the year, and both passed their
examinations held at the end of September, They
have been licensed to practise in the Government
Medieal Serviee. One migrant practitioner only
was accepted for training to begin on the 1st
October, 1957, He will asit for hiz examination
at the end of September, 1953,

GOVERNMENT MEDICAL SERVICE.

The Agreements with the Municipalities
expired on the 28th February, 1957, and wera
allowed to run on until the 20th June, 1957. With
the exception of Sorell and Hamilton, the muni-
cipalities decided to continue in the scheme and
renew the agreements.

Owing to the decizsion of the Government, re-
guiring the municipalities to bear the total eost
of their commitments under the Public Health
Act, it became necessary for a new form of agree-
ment to be drafted. Because of the terms of the
relevant provision in the Local Government Act,
the form of agreement has had to provide for each
municipality to pay its contribution to the cost

of the scheme to the District Medical Officer, as
a retainer. The balance of the District Medieal
Officer’s salary iz paid from the Department,

Seventeen municipalities remained in the
ascheme under the new form of agreement, opera-
tive from the 1st July, 1957. Scottsdale Muni-
cipality afterwards gave notice of withdrawal
from the 30th June, 1958, and has withdrawn,
leaving sixteen in the scheme,

GOVERNMENT NURSING SERVICE.
Distriet Nurging Centres Division.

The Distriet Nursing Centres Division, now
operating under its new name, continues to pro-
vide nursing and welfare care for the more remote
districts and places where general hospitals are
not established. There were 26 centres in opera-
tion at the beginning of the year, including 14
with inpatient beds and 12 without 2. The in-
patient bed eapacity has been maintained at 54.
The Maydena Centre was closed on 1st December,
1957, when a resident District Medical Officer was
appointed to the distriet, so that at the 30th
June, 1958, there remained 14 centres with beds
and 11 without beds, totalling in all 25 centres.
A symmary of work performed for the year under
review, together with comparative figures for the
last five years, is tabled hereunder.

The activities of this Division of the Govern-
ment Nursing Service continue with home nursing,
first aid and the treatment of patients attending
the centres, in addition to the caring for inpatients,
The welfare work comprises aszistance given to
medieal officers with immunisations and with
school and child health preventive work. Where
practicable, lecturez were given to school children
on hygiens, home nursing, mothercraft and first
aid.

Building extensions have been completed at 5t.
Helens, increasing the inpatient bed eapacity to
zix. A new 12-bed hozpital is hem.g built at
Whitemark, Flinders Island, and should be ready
for occupation shortly. The old bush nursing
hospital iz to be converted for use as staff quarters.
On completion, the hospital will pass over to
Hospital Board control, as did the hospital at
Ouse in July, 1956. Centres at Sheffield and
Waratah have had some smaller extensions and
renovations earried out, whilst painting and
repairs have been done at the other centres.

Due to the consistently generous help of volun-
tary bodiez mentioned later in this report, the
Department has been able to provide more of the

centres with X-ray equipment, autocla extra
sterilisers, electric drying cupboards many
other modern appliances and amenities. The

most recent innovation is the supply of Porta
Cota to the main maternity hospitals throughout
the State. This enablez a centre to send a
premature infant to the maternity hospital under
ideal conditions, by asking that a Porta Cot be
sent with the ambulanee.

New ears and ambulances have replaced older
models in use at Grassy, King Island; Koonya,
Tasman Peninsula; Mole Creek and Rossarden.

Local Committees continue to funetion at
Avoca, Lilvdale, Rossarden, Btoreys Creek and
Waratah,

Westbury Centre remained closed all the year,
whilst those at Cape Barren Island, Mole Creek,
Redpa, Southport, Storeys Creek and Tullah were
closed for short periods, as shown in the summary
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of work, because of nursing staff shortages.
Generally, however, the nursing stafl pocition has
been rather more settled because of the availa-
bility of more marvied Sisters in some distriets.
omestic staff situation has remained satis-
factory throughout the yvear, with no vacancies,
We are indebted to the Northern Division of the
Bush Nursing Association, Local Committees,

Auxiliaries, Country Women's Association
Eranches, Medical Unions and other bodies of
people, az well as to individuals, who have given
generously and devoted wvaluable time to the
assisting of the Department at their local centres,
Grateful thanks go out to all these people, our good
friends of the District Nuorsing Centres Division.

TABLE 6.

Suminary of Work Performed in the District Nursing Centres Division,
during the Year Ended 30th Juneg, 1958,

i

Ha. of Visin 1o Hom Maternity PFretatal CP0d a0y Fom
el e Tetieats Detdm ranems Vet Hsd Sl Miemes Eurmel
Southern—
Alonnah, Bruny £ 8 d
Island’. .. ... & 1 14 71 4 44 GRE g 863 1716 6
Cygnet ™. B 1,519 | 379 &2 87 313 . 675 17 8
Poweg i T 5 L | 2 405 24 220 90 11 p B3l 1 &
Koonya, Tas. i
Peninsula Sl a2 : 353 16 17 411 JoB4 OG0B 1T O
Maydena .. .. Nil 1,140 164 .. 54 78 105 42 18 0°
Do arss b 4,923 1,425 aav 16 123 486 T 16 677 4 6
Southport ... ... 2 4756 12 6 G 101 10 019 Of
Strahan ... ... Nil 2452 1,242 ) = 213 214 1 G040 2012 0
Swansen .. ... d 3,587 287 154 21 107 30 a Gd 25§ & 3
Triabunna .. .. & 2,215 120 154 15 152 B33 1 513 28T 16 2
Totals (10) .. 31 18960 3477 189 118 973 3,208 32 11,200 3219 5 1
1,113 (14i31] ; 3 B24 2 1,048 7 11 11
047 273 1568 1 20 T3 i 425 18 0 0f
1,116 448 0 204 108 1 2 !iEf T
1,641 2.208 2069 a8 6,738 5.2 0
6,325 R 281 1,221 A4 400 8 0 0
1,286 1,581 . 27 T17 11 6,777 271 11..8
1,247 479 j 6 s 25 6,285 44 6 {!g
1,85 1,283 44 618 H 7043 92 16 6
2508 Td o B2 pi i it ) i Mo (g |
5,122 2242 o GET 1,283 A 5,388 BT 17 B
1M 718 33 168 HLH) G 1078 10 D
22 ; B30 b4 i A b 3 1,048 16 &
. Ni 1,866 1,668 S0 33 183 4 2,581 M
a2l 105 48 2 13 24 9 7% 110 E &Y
Warntah .. ... ... Nil 7ol 480 2 129 2 3 4565
Whitemark, 5 5
Flinders Is. . 5 1,313 187 T24 24 24 313 10 T 1469 5 8
‘Totals (16) .. 23 27,917 11,6506 2,766 174 1883 6001 BB 44,827 6227 8 3
Grand Tis. (26) B4 46877 14,083 4,715 202 > E5E 10,104 120 56,127 BA46 13 4
* Closed 1st December, 1957,
+ Closed for five months,
1 Clozed for four weeks.
& Closed for five wecks.
1 Closed for seven weeks.
Comparative Figures for Five Years, 1953-54 to 1957-58.
® jial  Matarul atal, CH a
ver Tl o] Vem T ol DY VIS mgm GID e Pow B
£ s d
1953-54 . 27 BT 45,081 9766 43608 200 2506 LS a2 BEATd G650 B 3
1954-65 . 26 b3 400756  10.056 4828 311 34563 2 132 SEZBE bHAMG 2 B
1866-68 ... ... 20 T0 61,962 EGGE 540 371 3565 Q282 o4 40804 8572 1D 4
1956-57 . 20 T i 338 10618 4211 208 2788 GE10 100 54,748 74858 11 1
1957-68 . 28 54 48,877 14,983 47156 202 286G 10,189 120 56,127 85446 13 4




(No. 74.)

TourisT NURSING DIVISION

The Tourist Nursing Division of the Govern-
ment Nursing Service functions for the purpose
of supplementing country hospitals and distriet
nursing centres temporarily during their staff
shortages, at the request of Hospital Boards of
Management. Even some of the city hospitals
receive help from this source when it can be made
available, and in some instances it has been the
means of maintaining entivre staffs of amall
country hospitals temporarily. Although this
may not be an ideal situation, it nevertheless has
prevented the closure of these smaller institutions,
pending appointment of more zettled applicants.

Thiz Division of the Nurzing Service has, in
fact, become so well established that it iz now
indizpensable.

Appointments during the yvear under review
have been 34, resignations 22, and the number
remaining at 30th June, 1958, was 14. It is
estimated that at least 20 iz the establishment to
be properly effective, for the demand still very
miich exceeds the supply.

The Department has advertised widely, and
attractive literature has been compiled and printed
deseribing nursing opportunities with travel in
Tasmania. In this way it is hoped to attract
many qualified nurses from the United Kingdom,
as wall as from other Australian States.

The length of service given by these appointees
has averaged six months, with a few exceptions.
It is on record that twe English Nuorsing
Sisters each gave twelve months' service during
the year. One haz now resigned, but the other
has resumed duty following annual leave.

In addition to the temporary help lent to
hospitals from the Tourist Nursing Division, the
Department has quite often been able to assist
them further by corresponding with and inter-
viewing other more settled applicants, Subse-
quently we have arranged the appointment of
such applicants to the hospital of their cholce, on
behalf of those Hospital Boards who have
requested our help.

LEGISLATION

Dangerous Drug Bill—During the vear, Cabinet
msatructed the Department to proceed with the
preparation of a Dangerous Drug Bill for Tas-
mania. The Commonwealth of Australia has been
a signatory for some years now to a World Health
Organisation Agreement to standardise the
methods of control of drugs which can canse
addiction. The main groups of drugs concerned
are narcotic drugs. Apart from certain controls
which exist through the provisionz of the Poisons
Act in Tasmania 'md thc provizions for import
restrictions imposed by Commonwealth legiala-
tion, mo proper control of the manufacture,
storage and distribution of dangerous drugs exists
in Tasmania at the present time. Work on the
preparation of this Bill proceeded throughout the
latter part of the year.

STAFF

Finally, onece more it is my great privilege to
acknowledge with sincere gratitude the conscien-
tipus work, loyalty and friendship of all officers
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of the Department, These qualities so strongly
evidenced have made my work easy and pleasant,
and I am most grateful.

I have, &¢.,
JOHN EDI&, M.R.C.0.G. (Lond.),
M.E.CS. (Eng.), LR.CP.

{(Lond.), M.R.S5.H. (Lond.).
Director-General of Health Services.

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF PATHOLOGY FOR
THE YEAR ENDED 3th JUNE, 1688.

During the past maontha  the dmnnd. for
athology tests in Tasmanin has shown the usual 8 “l.'i'
increase. Gone for ever are the days when the d!uﬂ
of dizease was made by the clinical acumen of the
oneed p'hhraieian using all his senzes—even hiz sense df
smell. days, a difficult caze iz put through a bar
of tests and examinations and the t dimgnosis
emerges ot the end. In some ways it is regrettable that
the old type of dingnostician has bm laced by machine
methods but it has to bo admitted that the latter are more
accurate in the long run—even if rather expensive to the
patient and the State. Multiple laboratory investigations
have come to stay and we must expect to see them i
in number and scope cach year. This means more Inbora-
tories and more technicimns. However the finaneinl
outlay is largely recouped by more accurate and quicker
dingnozes lessening the period of treatment.

Burnis

Dr. Quinlan reports that his laboratory carried nut
over 10,000 investigations in the last year as well as
autopsy examinations. He is reasonably satisfied with
the facilities available but considers the mortuaries at
Wﬂgard and Smithton should have some improvements
m

twelve

The Mersey Hoapital at Devnngatl:. will soon have a
laboratory and a techmiclan a will funetion
under Dr. Quinlan’s puidance,

Launceston
Dr. Maneim, the pathologist at the lnl:unl-nr; in the
Launceston Goneral

:mp;tnl has found the
very busy one mnd, ns he sets m very high :hndmnt

efficiency, it has meant & lot of extra work for all
of the staff.

Haobart

Dr. Parsons has been in charge of this labora and
has made several changes, the most sweeping Iwin.t n the
staff. Originally this laboratory had a trained bischemist
and bacteriologist but now eze duties are done l;z
traines technicians under the supervision of an
officer. The traineea rotate at regular !nm::h?tnd B0
gain experiences in all branches of p ¥-
some five years of experience and ﬂtudy they could bunm
fully trained technicians. There are certain adva
and disadvantages with this system and it will take
to arrive at a conclusion as to which scheme is the botter,

Medico-Legal Work

The Burnie, ]'_aunms.t.nn and Hobart centres cnpt nth-
fumﬁli; with eoroners’ autopsies and 50!
generally, There fs nlwn e dil’ﬁnug I'il‘l%nlllﬂ
and sick periods as no re m-mg pathologist

vided in a small sorvice such ns exists here. No easy
answer to this problem presents itself as trained patholo-
wists nre searce throughout Australia.

Motor Vehicle Aecidents

Motor vehicle aceidents remain u common as evar but
one reduction has been noted. FRATS A0 cases
motor eyclista being killed by uo]]m. mlh the tray of a
lorry or truck were not infréquent, n%h:l type of aceident
is mow rare—probably due to legislation introduced with
the purpose of preventing it.  Tractor accidents still take
their toll and will continue until the recently developed
means for preventing roll over is adopted.

Resenreh

Quite a lot of work has been done in connection with
coronary occlusion. Severs]l hundred coronary arteries
have examined and many facts have bﬂﬂ eallsetod
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and presented at mestings for discussion. In the writer's
opinion, premature coronary occlusion here is closely
related to our modt of life and is one of the penalties we
pry for living in this mechanical age with its abundance
d‘ rich food which can be obtained without the necessity
of hard physical wo
In combination with the Government Analyst's Depart-
ment, a series of blood aleohol tests was done on persons
whose denth had been reported to the Coroner.  The
'I!.mI were presented as a paper at the Medical Congress,

iﬂm agreed with those published in Victoria and
Wut. trolin and prove that a big percentage of ear

ians, killed in motor wehicle accidents
nu d-unl:a-rnml under the influence of aleohol at the time.
It also = that any person who grrently

intoxicated is in very real danger of sudden death by

choking.
Cancer Doteclion

In ﬁbg‘uurt, 1068, it is intended to introduce a serviee

Jbei m:trhm:u!rn in Tasmanin may take smenrs

fmm r patients and have them examined free of
for cancer cells.

A technician is being traimed

u ]mrpum at the Royal Hobart Hospital. It_ is
cases of cancer peculiar to women be
dmmt at an early stage and thus make cure more

likely.
CAMPBRELL DUNCAN,
Director of Pathology.

REFORT OF THE NURSES' REGISTRATION BEOARD
FOR THE YEAR ENDED #0th JUNE, 1858,

Peraonnel
Ilr J. Ediu, Ghalrmm ‘-'lr J. M. Drew, Mr. C. Craig,

Dr, C Bmwn Miss C. I. Skirving
(until Hm:h lg‘ﬁi Miss E L. Campbell, Miss N. Win-
WAT.

Mectings
St:: ordinary meetings were held, and in addition two
wore held with Matrons and tutors from some
nf the major training schools to discuss revision of the
curriculum and the period of training.

Legistation

{1} During this period the Nurses" ﬂgutrntlm Act
was amended to reduce the period of general
training from four to three years.

(2) The eorriculum was thoroughly revised and
arranged to suit a three year training.

(3) The curriculum for Child Health training was
revised.

Training Schools
The number of training schools i as follows:—

General .. ... .. 10
Midwifery L
hiatric 2
Child Health 2
Tubereulosis i
Auxilinry nurses—General section 4
Auxilinry nurses — Gaﬂntﬂc
section . ..
Stedents
1. Applications for training nwrvwed 410,
General i 225
Midwifer R T
Paychintr Ehe iy ph e i1
Child Hualth o R 11
o TTRECEE
a eneral sk
Auxiliary—Geriatric . 17
2, Commenced I:ralnlng 253,
General 204
Hldmfurg A 104
Paychiatrie ... 4
Health (s Ll ]
Tuberculosis .. ... AR 3
Auxilinry—General e 20
Auxiliary—Geriatrie .. ... .. .. 17
3. Complebed trn;nlnz 218,
General . .. .. SEA L et T3
l{ldwlf:.r Eg-
Ch!i.nl Health R R e 13
Tuberculosis o e 3
Auxiliary—General . ... . 14

Auxillary—Geriatric . .. ... .. 25

(No. T4.)

4. Resigned before completion of training: 150.

General
Midwifery .. Lt i
Psychiatric ... .. .. ..
Child Health
Tulereulosis ... ..
ﬂﬂrlhnr}—ﬁcnrﬂ:k
Auxiliary—=Geriatric

b Total number in training on the 3I0.6.53:
General . .
dewifnr;:l
Paychiatric |
Child Health
Tubereulosis ., .
hu:lliar;r—ﬁenerul
Hux:llarr—bcrmh'lr: o

Eraminations
1. Mo sdocational examinations for intending tralnees
heve been held this year.
2. Examinations for registration:—

=
[3-E =]

11.

s‘:a%’ s

Ll
=1 e L3 L

Number held R L 3
MNumber of r:and1du1‘.ua : 245
Number s i S 226
Number failed . 3 19
Details of results:—

Subjeet Candidaties Prsaed Failed
General ... BB 80 B
Midwifery . BE BT 1
Psychiatrie g B 3 b
Child Health e 14 13 1
Tuberculesis 2 2 o
Aux. General . 19 16 3
Aux. Geriatric . 26 25 1

Regigtration

1. Applications approved: 618,
General | 364
Midwifery s i L8R
Paychiatric i
Child Heanlth gl R a8
Tubarculosis e 3

Aunxiliary G¢n¢rat an
Auxilinry Geriatric .. :
2. Registration rencwed: 1,909,

Number of persons who rencwed registration: 1,252
Auxiliary: L]

Total: 1,979
3. Number of registrations current 30.6.58: 2,748,
General . 1,652
Midwifery . ; 0
Psyehiatric . a5 T4
Child Health .. ..o i oo 181
Tuberculosis .. .. .. P a0
Aunxiliary . e EEEE 44
4. Number of porsons on eurrent register: 1875, As

follows:— Pergong  Registrations
Genernl ou 970 a7
General and Midwifery 485 a7

General, Mldw:ier;.. amd
Child Health . 161 483
Midwifery m:llir 107 107
Psychiatric nn]i.r i41] ik}
General and a:.'ch!atrlc T 14
Tuberculosis . 7 T
eneral Midwifery,
Child  Health and
Payehiateie ... ... . 3 12
General, Midwifery,
Child Health and Tb. 1 4
General, Midwifery,
Paychiatric and Th. 1 4
General, Hid.wfﬂrr.
Psychiatric,
Health and Th. 1 5
Midwifery Im-d Ghi]d
Health b i
General an.d Th. . T 14
General & Child Health 10 20
Genoral, Midwifery and
Tuberculosis 8 )
Gonernl, Midwifery nnd
Peychiatrle . 3 a9
Aomsibimryr Do L 489 49
ToTaL ... .. .. 1,870 2,748
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Note: Bome nursea registered as Midwifery only or
Midwifery and Child Health have heen registered as
general nurses as well, but general registration, having
teon effected carlier, has lapsed and not been renowed,
while those registrations effected later are still current.

Post-graduate Diplomas

There are 156 nurses in the State who hold pest-gradii-
ate diplomas:—
Nurzsing Adminiztration
Sister Tuotor
Midwife Tutor
Ward Sister ; %
Theatre Management and
RO e o e i 2

&= b3 E4 @

Central Preliminary Troining Scheol

Preliminary Blocks—Forty-two nurses have attended
prefiminary blocks thiz year; 20 passed, B failed, one did
not compleie block, and 13 were still in training on the
S0.6.58.

Seeond  year blocks—Three szecond year blocks have
becn held and 28 nurges atlended: 23 passed and b failed
in examinations at completion of block.

Redneed Truining Period

During the year o conference was convened by the
Chairman for the purposs of Investipating the possibility
of reducing the norzing tralning period from 4 years to
thrée years. This conference set up an oxpert sub-
commities to cxamine and redeaft the curricnlum.  This
was done, and the modified cureieulum necepted by the
conference, which reported to the Murses' Registration
Board that it was feasible and desirable to redoce the
puriod of training to 3 years.

This was accepted by the Nurses' Registration Board
and by the Hon. the Minister for Health. As a result
necessary legisiation was prepared and the Nurses' Regia-
tration Act amended on the 26th June, 1558. There has,
of course, boen no opportunity as yet to estimate the
impact of this legislation, but it is confidently expected
that it will have many advantageous effects so far as
nurzing recruitment snd troining are concorned.

Student Nurses.

The term * trainee ' has been dizeontinesd and nurses
undergoing their first course of training are now referred
to ms “student nurzes”. Registered pencral n'urm
undergoing post-graduate conrses in midwifery,
chiatrie, tuberculosiz and child health nursing mklnm
as “ student sisters "

Anxiliory Nurses
Reciprocal registration or enrolment of Auxiliary

Nurzes has beon arranged with the Western Australian

Nurzes' Registration Board and the Vietorlan Hospitals
and Charities Commission.

Geriatric Tratwing.

The first Auxiliary nurses, Geriatric section, have com-
pleted their eourse. The Board was very plensed with
the standard of training they reeeived at St. John's
Park and wvery impressed with the results of thelr
expminations. Twenty-five nurses, male and female, com-
pleted the eourse and passed the examinations. As plans
are being made for other institutions for the aged in
other parts of the State, it i3 to be hoped that the lead
thus given will encourage other institutions to implement
similar training =chemes.

JOHN EDIS, Chairman.
L. H. SIDEEQOTTOM, Registrar.

Statistics.—8t, John's Park Hospital, Ne:ww Town, for the Year Ended 30th June, 1958,

Number of Beds available—

Female Division 162 including 82 hospital beds
Male Divizion 535  including 171 hospital beds
Total 497 258
PATIERTS
Ter |Meledemcsem) i Discharsed S e T
M F | T |M]F]T [ e I I
1966-57 .. .| 276 | 148 | 424 | 187 | 43 | 230 14 | 90 | 25 | 115|274 | 151 [ 425 | 42279
1857-68 274 | 151 | 486 | 176 | 52 | 228 a:s {108 1 90 | 28 | 127 | 268 | 160 | 418 413.07
Summary  1966-57 1957-58. Expenditure: 1956-57 1667-58
Number Ezidﬂnt at cammence- £ £
ment year ... : 424 426
Admitted during year 230 295 SaiaT iy 140,047 14549
e o Fuel and light B | 3,688
Discharged during wear 114 108 Provisions and medical com-
Deaths during vear 118 28 187 o35 forts e e AS0IT 40,077
hn:}:ber regldr,-nt at close . Bedding, elothing, u.tum e e 1EADE 19,084
FRET .. . 25 426 d18 Repairs and renewals of build-
TiRmea B
Revenue: £ 2 ingy 6,869 7.975
Commonwenith Hospital Bene- Sundries .. 6,708 9,087
fits L 30 685 35811
State Ald (net cost) .. 152,522 165,146 £223,729 £240,004
Invalid and old age pensions
eontributions 23,200 22,301
War service pensions mtrlhuv £ = d £
tions 2421 1,022 4 : e
E;il::ég n:T?vlrt]:;Mt 13,008 13,464 Grosz daily cost per inmate . 1 8 11 11110
Su!lfﬂrl.n: : 1-?3? H.Eé; Met daily eost per ‘nmate ... 0 1% @ 1 111
T T Girosa weekly cost per inmate . 10 2 11 11 210
£, Net weekly cost per inmate . 6 18 4 T13 4
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REPORT OF THE TECHNICAL DIVISION
(CHEMISTRY) FOR THE YEAR ENDED
30th JUNE, 1958,

Waork of the Divigion

Dl.lrln’x the year the Branch, previously the Government

st's HBranch of the Division of Puablic Health, was
tI.'I.Md s a separate Technical Division of the ll'ejlntl.

he mctivities, ns before, have consisted of chemical

tnd a.nalytiul.l work for most government departments,
with n conaiderable amount of advisory or consulting work.
The total number of samples and materials tested,
examined or reported on was 325, an increase of G694 on
the previons year, and an all-time record, except for the
Elr 1944 w the mumber was swallen by over two

ousand elinical thermometers for routine testing,

Agrieultural Bam les have now attained numerical
Em)mdﬂm:y in the summation of the work of the

in h thiz iz not necessarily a true indieation
of the nla.tive volume of the work. The tests done on
tnlmr zoils, for example, take little time; on the other
hand, the work done on some foods, toxicology specimens
and other materials is \r-er lengthy. However, there has
been a trend towards m more consulting and advisory
work not mneccssaril ||1wh'mg analyses, especially in
agricultural and police work.

Other sections of the work that have shown incronses
OVEr Previous years are water analyses, criminal investi-
gation work, and toxicological specimens,

The following tables show the variety and numbers of
materials submitted to the laboratory, and the sources
whence they came.

Table T—Materials cxmmined

Plast noteition .. ... .. .. .. T
Fuoods e 410
'%"hc:‘lm {h } .%il:l
axi sp-ummuna uman 71
Fertilisers T | ]
Criminal investigation i 106
Aleohol (inebriation tests) £l
Fes stuffs s 038

Mi nesus  industrial  and
commercial materials 56
Fuel and lubricating oils . a2
Animal poisoning specimens 27
Painta and building ml.l.er]nla 2 27
Sewage and wastes o0
Pesticides | 15
Drugs and medicines . 14

Soaps, cleaning materials and
disinfectants : 12
Animal nutrition 10
Huoman milks fi
Paper and textiles i
Pat apecimens 3
Alr a Mg 4
Corrosion il;ﬁdm:ts A
Hlnurnlu.. ; o
Hydrometers and thermometers | 2
3,326

Table B—Sonree af Sumples
State Departments:

'l:ull‘.urt 1,748

204

Huli.h S-enrlcc.-a G i, Z2I6

Hydro Eimh Commi g Eq

= ic Commission . | A0

Public Works . ... 19

Transport 5 12

Suprly and Tender i i i

eulturn] Bank ruta 4

[A‘Lbuur and Industry . . 3

istrar-General o

Tasmanian Grain Elevators 1

Commonwealth Departments:

Waorks e O T il 10

Army | B

Pummer-ﬂeneu]' e s g 4

S.LR.O. i ]

2

Hu:ﬁ = 1

Private lirmu. and raons 671

qu.l A.uururlﬁm M P 291
pitals  and [Mlltnl:mul Eim:lud.

I:f Child Health) . s 109

Marine Board . TS 1
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Food Chemiatry

Systematic official sampling of foodstuffs has n-l.vm'
been proctised here as in some tnuntr:eu. nntahli.r
England, where large numbers of samples are regularly
and frequently taken. In England the rate of sampling
wns around tim: samples per 1,000 head of population
for many years, but recent ﬁg‘uru are not readily avail-
able, The rates in Tasmamia have been as follows—
1945 (09), 1950 (1.7, 19565 (1.7), 1966 (1.7), 1957 (1.2),
1958 (0.84). Figures for the other States ave not easy
to obtain, but some information shows that for New
South Wales and Queensland the figures are considerably
higher than ours, at least twoe or more per 1,000 head.

The tetal number of samples taken officially by inspec-
tors in the year under review was 209, a consideralble
falling off from the two previeus years, when the nunibsers
were 421 and 530 reapectively.

The number below stanaard was 81. This high pro-
portion, however, is due to selective, and not te random
sampling. Many of the defective samples were suzpect
prior to sampling, and some lines were sampled several
Lirmes.

The moest. flagrant case of adulteration that was encoun-
tered was the widespread sale of so-called almond meal
which on analysis proved to be wheat meal flavoured with
almond essence, and guite deveid of almond meal. This
product, purchased for four shillings a pound, was retailed
for the Christmas cake ing:redl.ent tride at eightesn
shillingz, Prosecutions resulted in n fine in one case, but
legal technical ramifications a.phpe“ to have clouded the
jssue in others. The use of this substitute extended to
almond icing and almond marzipan, but the makers of
these have so far been able to maintain successfully that
such prodocts need only be merely flavoured with almond
easence, OF 20 samples of almond meal from various parts
af the State, mainly Hobart, nine were spurious, ami
stocks had to be disposed of by retailers as substitute
almond meal. The matter of standards for marzipan and
almond ieing is recciving nttention,

Other breachez of the Food and Drug Regulations
were—cordinls improperly labelled (5), and black-
currant cordial (syrup) deficient in ascorbic ackd
(vitamin C), Ten (10) cases of foreign matter or filth
in fomds, namely bread (4), meat plez (3), milk (2), and
cordinl (1) were encountered.

Much of the work of the official food analyst toda
consists in the checking of claims made in the labels
packaged foods, In these days of high pressure ndver-
tising and sometimesz tricky labelling, designed to catch
the shopper in a moment of * impulae boying ", this aspect
has become very important, more so perhaps than the
detection of deliberate adulteration and * watering down
Mo one can seriously quarrel with the propoesition that
the buyer of a rau:kumd foodstufl iz entitled to be told
plainly by the label what he is getting, with no half
truths or misleading inferences.

With regard to this, the British Food and Drugs Act
iz boetter designed to safe fuant the purchaser than our
own, inasmuch as it provides, not only that a label must
not e “ false or mis]e:.dmg " a% to the * nature, sub-
stance and quality " of the conteénts, as also does the
Tasmanian law, but it must not be * calenlated to mislead ™
the “ordinary man . Such a provision iz much better
designed to protect the buayer,

Of the 174 official samples of milk, 44 were below
atandard. Of these, 31 were substandard in fat and/or
non-fatty solids, but not watered. Two of the samples
were watered, and two contained dirt. The total number
of sumples received was much leas than in the two previous
vears, 284 and 368 respectively.

It i=s apparent that the milk ition s not being
adequately covered, but no doubt local authorities have
plenty of other matters to contend with todmy.

Agrieultural Chemistrg

A very close linison is maintained between officers of
thia Division and these of the Extension and Technical
Divisiona of the Dtia.rlment of Agricalture. The latter
are receiving o quick and efficient service to guide them
1Ir1 their advisory work and assistance to primary pro-
ducers,

Soils.—Most of the 950 soils tested may be hroadly
classified as shown in the following table:—

Purpose
l?:l behalf :d:
ménls AEFMErE A
Subimittied by E:’:l?;-!:um! orchardlsis
Dvistrict Agricultural Oficers 200 207
Agronomy Division 2060
Horticultural Divislon a1

Plant Pathology Division . 89
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Departmental investigations cover such projects as the
residual effects of potnssium chloride dressings (99
samples) and various other field trials with fertilisers
and trace elements.  Soils examined on behalf of farmers
and orchardists entail mainly fertility tests such as r!lpl.d
phosphate, potesh, and lime requirement determinations.
The large number of such samples which come to the
laboratory shows that these tests, interpreted with the
assistance of the soils chemist, together with the loeal
knowledge and history known to the field officers, have the
confidence of the latter amd assist them materially in
their work.

Plant rutrition—Allled to the soils work is the chemieal
work connccted with plant productivity and health. To
the long realised importance of the trace elements copper,
cobalt and molybdenum, there has been added recently the
interest in possible deficiencies of zine, magnesium and
manganese, or toxicities due therete, The agricultural
geientist also encounters the symptoms of deficiencies of
other nutrients such as calcinm, potash amd nitrogen.
These are followed up by chemical tests on leaves, which
may or may not confirm the preliminary dingnosis or
suspicion, It is o great advantage for the agricultural
export to have his provislonal diagnoses and surmises
chocked by accurate analyses, and much eredit is due to
Mr. K. M. Stackhouse for organising this service.

'l"'tllm waork In this fleld falls mainly under the following
hamids 2 —

Ha, af
Material aamplis Eavestigution

Grasa & clover 451 Potash, lime and molybdem trials

Apples 146 Caleium, magnesiom and  zine
daficieney

Apricota 131 Brown rot (potash deficiency) and
[ Sopper .

Hopz ... ... . 58 Fine deficiency and yield

Berry fruita 51 QContrel of apur blight

Miscellaneous 11 Potash and manganess deficiency

and salt damnge

Stuffe—A total of 113 fertil-
Imers was examined, 70 them being taken by inspectors
under the Fertilizers Act. Of 50 samples examined, 18
were faulty in some respect such as deficiency in the
declared (registered) amount of active ingredient, or
substandard in composition or fineness.  Shortcomings
were considered by the Fertilizers Board,

Following the discovery of substandard agrieultural
quick-lime, 1 visited and ook samples at a lime works to
aseertain whether the standard eould be met by this
product, using the limestone available. As a result, the
requirement was reduced from 80 to 70 por cent of ealeium
oxide caleulated on the ignited sample.

Migecllanemes Materiald—A lorge number of animal
feeding =tuffs (69) was examined, including 38 hays and
silage in connection with fodder competitions. Chemical
analysia has been found to be o very useful adjunct in
the judging of silage quality and fodder generally. Mr.
Stackhouse attended a Department of Agriculture Exten-
s Sorvices conference at Cressy, and addressed officers
on =200l and fodder analysis.

Animal poizonings, real and suspected, contributed 27
samples; of the 20 cases inwvoelved, six being positive
Other materinls cxamined were, pesticide formulations
(16), and amimal nutrition specimens {9).

Fertilisers gmd Feedin

FoReENIIC CHEMISTRY

Another heavy yenr wns experienced in this section
of the work. The main items were toxicological analysis
{171}, eriminal invesigation exhibits (106}, and aleohol
(under the influence) tests (90). Of 22 eases submitted
by eoroners, barbiturates were found in %, arsenic 3,
3tr3¢hmm.- Z, nnd glutethimide, lindane, parathion, sedor-
mid, nnd sodium bornte 1 each. Nine (9) were negative.
In addition 57 stomnch washouts from poisoning eases,
aceidental or suicidal, invelving hospital treatment but
not mecezsarily police action were received. Barbitorate
overdosage was responsible for 9. Other itive cases
involved petroleum products 6, phenolphthalein 2 and other
miiscellanesus materinls,  Eighteen were negative and
Tourteen not proceeded with.,

A number of articles examined for the police in con-
nection with wvariouz erimes included paint flakes from
clothing and cars, fibres and clothing, glass, dust, &e
Twoe fires and two explosions were investigated and
evidence given in subsequent court proceedings by Messrs,
Shipp, Wishart and myaelf.

In one case, in which I gave evidenee and was subjocted
to lengthy erozs examination, an cleetrician waz killed

I,¥- an losion in an oil-fired central heating fornace.
he oil fuel in use was contaminated with ahout 2 per
cent of petrol, thuz reducing the flash point from 150°F
to 96°F. The exact source of the contamination was not
azcertained at the inqguiry but the oceurrence strongly
underlines the need for the checking of the supp
delivered by oil companies, to prevent mishaps.

Police work comoez in waves, and there are times when
as many as three officers are upon forensic
chemistry of this kind. There is good reason to belleve
that the police are finding thiz Division & great help in
bringing wrongdoera to justice.

Blood and wrine aleohel tests to ascertain whether
persons were " under the influence " provided 80 specimens.
A summary of these, ahnwinwa distribution over various
concentration ranges of the y Auids of persons mecused

of driving under the influence, and the tests on sccident
post. mortem vietims, follows:—
Canea
Coneent Palisa Deiving usiler Aceident
g, per 100 @l Llosd ihe influsmes parsl mariEms
0— 448 1 3
50—149 [ 4
150—154) B 2
200—249 15 4
260—299 ] 2

Ome hundred and ffty milligrams per 100 millilitres of
blood is cquivalent, in an 11 stone man, to twoe and three-
quarter fiuid cunees of pure alechol in ¢ir¢ulaﬂnn, ar BEVEeN
whiskies, or 9§ seven ounce heers, This is the minimacm
amount consumed because considerably more muost be
}mbad for & person to attain that concentration in the
H .

The greater part of this work has been dome by Mr.
M. H. R. Shipp, who=e appearances in eourt have done
much to establish the test.

Unfortunately the projected legislation for weoluntary
hleod alcohol tests haz not yet been passed. Consequently
the analyst's certificate is not accepted in court and he
has to appear in son. This entails much time and

cxpense. Every charge of driving under the influence

which iz heard at any distance from Hobart, particularly
in Launceston, where the test is much availed of, costa
the povernment an average £5 to £6 and one to one and

a half days of an analyat's time.

Water and Keloted Maffers.—0f a total of 340 waters
examined, 185 were public pay =amples and 205 :hg:rb-

mental, The former comprised mainly waters
farmers, local authorities and members of the publie
seeking  information regarding suitabili for stock,

irrigation, dairy and household purpozes. samples for
which no :hargf'.- wad made wrgum-.inly from Epovernment
departments, chiefly the Departments of Agriculture,
Fublie Works and ﬁﬂlth Services, Advice on suitabil
and treatment for defects was given in many cases, a
individuals and various bodies were assisted with corrosion
amd other problems. Among these were the Burnie and
Zeehan public hospitals, the Edocation Department
{schoals water aupplies and treatment), and several local
muthorities. Regular monthly cheeks of the Aourine tréat-
ment of the Beaconsfield water supply have been continged,
The tests ave made monthly on a composite sample of
daily portions from the reticulation, and on a sample
taken at the plant to check the daily tests made there
The returns of daily tests and of the amount of silico-
fluoride used, which are forwarded by the engineer, con-
tinue to show good agreement. A commencement has been
made with the chemical study of lution in the River
Derwent. A preliminary survey has been made of a
rumber of effluent: entering the strenm, and this will be
followed up during the coming Summer.

Mizeellaneons Activities

I have eontinued to act ex-officio on the Food Standards
Committee, the Fertilisers, Stock Medicines, & Pesticides
Committees, the Pesticides (Health) Com and the
Flooridation Committes. A number of enguiries about
fluoridation from interested parties have been attended to.

Daring the year I have assisted in the condueting of
examinations for health inspectors for the al Soe
of Health, and hawve aun!stedm;!th comments the delibera-
tionz of the Mational Health and Medical Council's Food
Standards Committee on uniform food standards,

The fees rhal:?:q for work done in the laboratory have
been revised. o scales were fixed, one the foes
charged to private firms and not specially ided
for—a class of work which is not sought by the Division
and is only undertaken beeause there are no public
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analysts, or bocause of our specinl facilities—and the
other rmvidin;' reduced fH!l for primery producers,
¥«nnral one-third of the full rates. The latter follow

rly ¢ |:||r the rates advocated by the Royal Australian
Chemical Institute.

~ Towards the end of the year the matter of new labora-
tories for the Division was revived. Up to the time of
. Tho AU gite has obtained. The require-
ment is one-third to half an acre situated in a clean locality
within convenient reach of other departments, and eas
of secess by the public. Thoere iz very much to be said,
on the grounds of economies in construction, services and
other facilities, and uprnrtunit.im for consultation, for
a combined block of laboratories to serve chemical,
m pathological and mechanical ]:E@mlﬂrr
It ll: hoped that a start will be made soon, as
these laboratories are ho over-crowded, a atate
of affairs that iz neither wholly safe nor sondueive
gool working efftelency.

(No. T4.)

VITAL STA.TIST[CE SUPPIED BY THE DEPUTY
MONWEALTH STATISTICIAN.

Statistical and General

Population: Estimated on 315t December, 1957—
Males 175,887
Females | 164,974

340,866

H:‘ingg_l’-upulatiun: Year ended 313t December,

'—

Males 170,003

Females .. lﬂﬂ:ﬁ?
HE0200

Avatralion Rirth-rates per 1000 of Mean Population

Staff 1954 1956 1956 1957
: ' Tasmania ... 24.97 26.59 25.16 25.65
There were no major staff changes during the year. MNew South Walen 2138 2131 2139 9193
We now have two junior technieal assistants who are Victoria | o0 ag &0 ) a9 4a a3 51
continning their diploma courses with the aid of generous weensland | 23.74 24.16 2392 24.25
time off, a system which in my opinion introduces very outh ,q.ugt“]l“ o gh 20 BE 29 95 29 3%
useful recruits. Western Australia . 2488 2628 2498 2447
%ﬂlﬂd lg‘lit? Iik:i' tn"e:prea. myrapﬁmitﬁﬁns nif the E_l‘llﬁl::mn T!E;l;?tr .64 3022 3107 34.49
ENTITe Co=0 ation all members the sta n
e : UENE & T erritory . .. 2821 2656  8LO04 3013
H. E. HILL, F.R.A.C.L, A.R.IC. . Aunatralin a9 50 09,57 29 50 29 86
Government Analvst amd Chemist. - e — —
Causez of Death in Tosmonioe: 1953-1957.
Internaticnal
Clasaificathon 1563 1954 1855 1958 1957
Chrodag Cade Cane of Death.
MNa, Mo,
1 001-138 Infective and Parasitic diseases 74 53 il it} a7
g 140-239 eoplasms ... .. 356 400 578 387 391
3 240-280 Allergie, Endocrine System, Motabolic and
Nutritional Diseases . . i 76 54 G 72
4 290-2940 D:uﬂm of the Blood and Blood forming
Org 18 12 12 3 12
& A0-326 Hunlal hwhﬂnuumﬁr and  Personality
Disorders . . b 18 19 16 26
' 330308 THaeazea of the Nervous S.yntem ‘and Sense
Organg a5z 4G 374 323 408
1 A-468 Diseases of the Clrculatnr_'r System 072 HRT Bdb 18 43
# A70-527 Dizeases of the Respirator S;ral.em 5 176 234 148 176 L
b 53-687 Dizeases of the Digestive System 84 BT £ 76 Ta
10 BO0-647 Diseases of the Genito Urinary S:ml-c'm i) 55 LE] (i a3
11 G40-689 Deliveries and Complications of F‘mgnunr}r.
Childbirth and Puerperium ... T 7 4 3 2
12 GRO-T16 Diseases of the Skin and Cellular Tissue . 4 2 4 T 1
13 T20-T44 Dlmm of the Bones and ﬂrguna uf h'[i:nrw_'- 4 T - e i
ent
14 THD-THY Gonzﬂnital ‘Malformations .. . 31 45 41 46 49
15 TR0-7T76 Certain Disepses of Early Infancy 104 104 116 os a3
16 TB0-705 Symptems, Senility and Ili-defined cl:-ndl*
tions ... HT] 25 &0 28 .l
17 Hl-089 Aceidents, Polsoning and Viclenee 186 216 178 207 218
2,551 2,006 2 ABD 2,613 2670
Specific Dizeases ineluded in the above Groups.
International
Clasl Beation
firaup Code Causa of Death, 1944 e {111 1958 1857
Mo Mo
1 0 1-0049 Tuberculosis (all Torms) . 24 1] mn iz 16
2 140-205 Malignant MNeoplasmsa 46 303 68 &T6 386
K 00 Diabetea Mellitus | s 19 GR P 47 44
i 330.332 Cerebral Hnmurrhnge and Thrumlmh : 283 285 a1a 25 b
| 410-443 Heart Disemses .. .. .. .. gt 826 BE2 711 T B14
# AD0-493 Pranmmominios s i it it s feditigs 104 136 1048 84 126
B G0 -Hi2 Bronchitie ... ... .. EE 37 dl i) 43
10 G504 Mephritia and Nophmlt 57 3 42 A6 41
17 10-825 Motor Vehicle Traffic .H.cnident: 59 45 62 76 G
17 910-936 Other Accidents .. 55 57 52 5d 57
17 070579 Suicide . . 19 an 23 23 40
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Section l—Report of the Work of the Division of Public Health for the
Year Ended 30th Jume, 1958

The Director of Public Health returned to the
State from his World Health Organisation tour
of inspection of Public Health services in the
United States of America and Europe at the end
of December and resumed responsibilities for the
Division.

HEALTH INSPECTORS.

One examination was held during the year
under the auspices of the Royal Society for the
Promotion of Health. Nine candidates sat for
the certificate for Meat and Other Foods; seven
were succeqsful and two failed. Six of the geven
suceezzful eandidates were alveady in employment
as Health Inspectors, and the other has since left
the State. A further examination of candidates
for the Sanitary Inspecto’s Certificate will be
held next year.

At present, classes for students are being held
at the Hobart Technical College on Public Health
Law and History and Survey of Loeal Govern-
ment.

SANITATION ARD HYGIENE,
Health Inzpections,

During the year Health Agreements made under
the Publie Health Aet between certain Muniei-
palities and the Minister for Health were termi-
nated and the local authorities concerned became
directly responsible for ecarrying out their com-
mitments under the Public Health Act. The part-
time health inspectors attached to these muniei-
palities but paid by the Department became the
emplovees of the local authoerities for health pur-
poses. Despite the fact that the strength of the
Divigional Health Inzpectors remained below
optimum requirements, these senior inspectors
continued to supervise the work of the municipal
ingpectors az hest they could and practical recom-
mendations were made to certain municipalities
for means of training their ungualified inspectors.
The senior inspectora in the Divizgion endeavoured
to provide a short curriculum of fraining in
certain instances,

Special attention during the vear was given to
closing undesirable private slaughter houses,
Two auch slaughter honses were eondemned in the
Municipality of Clarence and one in the Munici-
pality of Kingborough, Instead of the optimum
98 sanitary surveys, which the Divisional Health
Inzpectors consider should be carried out each
year in order to ensure that good standards were
being maintained in all municipalities, only 29
such zurveys could be undertaken becanse of the
pressure of work on the depleted staff,

The work entailed by Divizional Health Inspec-
torz accompanyving the Licensing Court Inzpestors
has been of considerable advantage to the Licen-
sing Court, but this work was earried out in addi-
tion to the normal duties of the Health Inzpectors
and was a contributory factor towards the reduc-
tion in the total sanitary surveys. Altogether, of
a selected group of important inspections from the
total inspections conducted, 753 inapections were
carrvied out of bakehouses, butchers’ shops, food
premises, offensive trades, garbage tips and
sanitary depots. This represented a considerable
reduction in the total number of inspectionz of
the same kind of premises compared with 1956-57

and 1955-56 when 1,241 and 1,596 inspections
were carried out respectively. The following are

the details:— Matters
No. af g
ingpeetions,  abfention,
Aerodromes ]
Bakehouses T 20
Butchers' shops - 160 51
el SR depot 3 5
airying premizes and mi ]
Domestic inspections - 47 15
Drainage i T B
Food premises (including cating
houses) i 329 46
Fruit processing factories | & =
Garbage Lips and sites 49 18
Guest houses .. ... 7 i
Hairdressing establishments - 25 3
Hospitals (utensils inspection) 8 i
Land sulsdivisions a0
Licensed premises 445 266
Mizeellpneous . B2
Mutton bird premises {hi 103
Offensive trades o 108 a8
Places of public entertainment 125 ™
Reserves, beaches, show and
recreation grounds 5 a5 22
gm i il i . éfi 11
anitary de and zerviees |
Hﬂnmlsc:!Ir i B3 18
Seallop shds : 15 3
tie tank seworkge schemos . 14 .
Septie tanks including plans and
sites : 1,34% 177
Spiritz (alcoholic tests) GhE 15
Water supplies .. 21
Totals 5,01% 843
Last year T.240 1,1B8
Diratnnge.

One hundred and sixty two deainage problems
were investigated during the vear compared with
162 for the previous year. A considerable amount
of advice was provided on ways and means of
abating nuizances arizsing from defective and im-
provised drains.

Heversal pant'y drainage schemes were organized
in Southern Tasmania during the year. These
schemes were based on the eosts of the common
drainage scheme being shared by groups of house-
holders azd the septic tank effluent and sullage
water from the properties of contributors were
drained to approved pointz in the nearest tidal
water.

Complete drainage schemes were recommended
for six sub-divisions of land. Satisfactory plans
were deviaed for the provision of larpe sewerage
tanks constructed to receive the sewage from the
sub-division.

Septie Tanks.

A record number of 1,648 applieationz was
received for the installation of septic tanks, which
was this vear 143 more than last year. Installa-
tions numbering 1,566 were approved and 87
applications were rejected for various good
reas0ns.

Maore strict control over the installation of septic
tanka has rezulted in a valuable reduetion in the
number of nuisanees or potential nuizsances which
had been allowed to arise in the past. Because of
the undegirability of the land, the installation of
individual septic tanks was refused in 13 sub-
divisions and sub-dividers and purchasers of land
were encouraged to co-operate in nning for
proper drainage schemes. Fortu n:utell)y, the publie
13 oming aware of drainage problems and many

-
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communications were received hy the Health
Inspectors from prospective purchasers of land
and houses, seeking advice about drainage
facilities on the properties before making
purchaszez. It has been necessary to keep a watch-
ing brief on advertisements for the sale of blocks
of land and sub-divisions produced by estate
agents. Several cazses of misreprezentation to the
public were discovered and the neceszary action
was taken.

Sheffield and St. Helens availed themselves of
the provizions under Section 59 of the Sewerage
and Drains Act, 1954, and were declared septic
tank districts. This will enable them to eliminate
their obnoxious sanitary pan services in due
course. Minimum standards where required for
septic tanks were reviewed during the year and
compared with standards required in other States
and in the United States of America. The resuli
of this review was to eztablizh the requirement of
a new minimum tank capacity of 240 gallons. This
standard was accepted by the * Trade 7, which is
producing the new standard tanks with effect
from the 1st August, 1958,

PLACES oF PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT

One hundred and twenty-five places of public
entertainment were inzpected during the year
with the object of enforcing the Regulations in
respect of sanitation, seating accommodation,
ventilation, overcrowding, fire appliances, and the
general safety of the public.

Fifty-two plans of proposed halls, with addi-
tions and alterations to existing buildings, were
examined by the panel which asszists the Director
of Public Health, and its reports aim at attaining
a Illﬁ%'h safety standard for the protection of the
public.

The plans dealt with by the panel are enumer-
ated in the following list:—

Public buildings 3
Public halls ... ... 9
Memorial halls 1
Grandstands 2
Placez of public entertainment (]
Drive-in theatres 3
Theatres .. .. 4
Churches . 11
Church halls = . . 9
School halls . 1

Ll B S G2

Foop AND DRUGS

Two hundred food 2amples were purchased for
analysis. One warning was issued, and legal pro-
ceedings were instituted in four instances,

During the year officers of the Division detected
large stocks of kernel meal being sold as almond
meal at high prices to Chriztmags shoppers. Also
imitation almond icing was being labelled a=
almond icing. In all cazes immediate action re-
sulted in the stocks being withdrawn, pending
legal proeceedings to protect the public. Four
prosecutions followed, one successful, one re-
served, and two were dismissed because of the
abzence of an officinl standard. This latter aspect
will be referred to the Food Standards Committes
for attention.

_The labelling of foodstuffs still constitutes a
vital aspect of the Division's work. This involves

examination of draft labels submitted by manu-
facturers, and regular checking of new lines
appearing on the market. Special attention is
being given to misleading or false claims made
by manufacturers.

The survey and study of the frozen food trade
has been continued, and to this has been added the
problem of pre-packaged meat. Thizs State has
been the first in Australia to legislate for the sale
of butchers’ meat (pre-packaged) in other than
butchers’ shops. The trade has not commenced
to operate, but preparations ara being undertaken
by some leading stores.

Officers of the Division have attended confer-
ences and study courses in Svdney and Mzlbourne
an refrigeration, low-temperature food storase
and preservation, and food packaging, as part of
the investigation into the pre-packagad meat and
frozen food trade.

The Division sponsored the proposal for ani-
form legislation for frozen foods in Australia,
and this proposal has been adopted by the Public
Health Committze of the National Health amnd
Medical Research Council. Draft regulations
were prepared and submitted as requested by the
Council.

During the year, survevs were conducted on the
following items, which included analysiz to check
standards or manafacturing trends :—

Coconut (deziceated) .

Cordials,
Flour,

Rabbit carcases (re 1080 poison.)

MvuTtToN BIRD INDUSTRY

Three inspectors were again engagad on super-
vision of the seasonal mutton birvd indusicy on the
Bass Strait Islands. The work included extenzion
of policy to improve premises and handling
methods, to ensure that an improved product is
available to the consumer.

Four new standard official design sheds were
constructed during the yvear, which made a total
of fourteen new processing sheds completed zince
the new policy was implemented. More sheds will
be subject to renewal before next seazon.

The supervision work is now being extended
to the Western Islands to improve the standard
there, similar to that on the Furneaux Islands.
The survey of the fresh mutton bird trade on the
North West reveals need for early improvement,
and already initial action has been taken in this
matter.

A further step has been taken to provide living
quarters for staff on the Islands. A amall build-
ing has been purchased on Babzl Island and
negotiationz are almost complete to leaze a build-
ing on Great Dog Island, which are the main
centres of production among the Furneaux Group
of Islands,

The system of unified control, in eonjunction
with the Animals and Birds Protection Board
and the Lands and Surveys Department, has been
maintained, and thiz continues to assist the work
of the Divizion in the mutton bird industey,

SERVICE
Adininistration

ScHooL HEALTH

There was a declin: in s=ome of the activities
of the School Medical Serviee during the yvear
because of the reduction in the medical staflf. The
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appointment of a Regional Medical Officer on
the North West Coast was abandoned and there
wasg substituted a part time school medical officer
pogition. This post was, however, not filled, with
the result that there was a marked decline in the
number of medical examinations in that region.

A major advance during the year was the intro-
duction of a new svstem of school medieal records.
Comprehensive information is entered on spec-
ially designed cards and then is transferred to
punched cards on the Powers-Samas system. This
new system will enable the details of the eom-
prehensive clinical histories which will be main-
tained on each child throughout its school days
to be readily available after statistical examina-
tion. In the course of time not only will elinieal
details be available for statistical analysis but
information will be available for analysis concern-
ing staff activities and the social environment of
the child. It is anticipated that this system will
facilitate a continuous evaluation of the work done
within the school medieal service. The new
system has increased the clerical work required
of the school medical sisters but endeavours are
being made to transfer this clerical work to the
office staff and thus free the sisters for their
elinical funetion. It i expected that 8,000 new
school children's records will be added to the
syvatemn annually. The plan is to include all school
children in state and convent schools throughout
Tasmania by 1968.

ScHoOL MEDCAL EXAMINATION STATISTICS

It iz apparent that over the past eight years
there has been a gradual reduetion in the number
of children requiring notification of defects.
There has been no marked change in the com-
parative incidence of these defects. For several
vears, the orthopaedic conditions, such as poor
posture, have headed the list, with unhealthy ton-
gils, defective eyesight and squint, and disorders
ﬁffnutritinn comprising the majority of other

efects.

A. Total number of children examined 22,989
Number with defects requiring noti-

flegbion: adcmiiie ol o . B,T76
(38-2% )
Physical defects ... ... 5,004
Dental defects 5,801
10,805
B. Incidence of various types of physi-
cal defect—
Defect Total.
1. Orthopaedic—
Posture T6a
Flat feet and knock
knees ., Ti2
Lrthers s T3
—— 1.6B0
2. Tonsils and Cervieal
Glands ... ... ... ... .. L
3. Eve Defects—
Vision LT
Squint : o287
Others 117
—-— 1 |
4. NMutrition—
Underweight 330
Overweight | 237
Anaemia R a4
—_ 613

1958.
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6. Ears—
Hearing L oot AT [ )
Otitis ... il 29
OHREEa ... .oooenmmmconsns 24
—— 172
i Umgemial Defecks - ... ucriiiranit 146
8. Goitre Fphpe i 82
9. Lungs y S 54
10. Heart i ap oA TR 40
11. Speech .. S SRR e 36
12. Hernia L 23
13. Mental Stablllt_v 10
14. Other TR 118
ToTAL .. 5,004
C. Examination by Individual Medical Officera—
Name Mo, of Mo, of
Schools Children
Visited Examined
Dr. Heather Gibson 42 7803
Dr. Audrey Officer 38 4,387
Dr. Mona Hatherley ... 28 &,515
Dr. Mary Young . a9 2,004
Dr. M. R. Patorson .. 0 1,790
Dr. G. T. H. Harrisz .. i 1,632
Dr. J. B. Mackic ] 58
Dir. G. T. Gardiner ; B Ta6
District Medical Officers 3 22
169 22,989

Sehool sisters contined their vepular visits to
sehools and homes, In addition to their attend-
ance at zchool medical examinations, they made
the following contacts with children:—

Routine school visits . 20,047
Minor casualties 3,448
Polio immunisation ... .. 51,413

They made 5146 home visits and interviewed
2829 parents at their schools, 1184 at the time of
the medieal inspection,

Reports have been received on the follow-up of
aﬁm:nlb&r of defects notified by school ical
officers

Physieal  Dental

1956-57, notifications 1,485 1,673
1957-58, notifications 256 221
MO 1,741 1,794

Although this indicates a decrease in the
amount of follow-up ecarried ont, it is not vi
with alarm. It is anticipated that, as the sisters
beeome more accustomed to the new card system,
they will be ahle to devole more time to their
follow-up work, which will also be recorded on
the punch cards, making more aceurate details of
these visits available.

Preliminary * First Visit " reports were re-
ceived concerning 3647 of the children born after
15t Januvary, 1952, and now entrants at school.
School sisters visited the homes of 1168 and in-
terviewed at school the parents of 1306,

Records of immunisation revealed that many
parents had accepted the opportunity to have
their children protected before commencing

school :
Diphtheria . 3,264 (88-b%% )
Tatanus .. 2 668 (7265 )
Whoopi ng mug‘ll 3,049 (83-8%)
Poliomyelitis ... ... ... 5,254 (8929 )

N
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Parents who had neglected this precaution were
visited and most agreed to have the immunisation
carried out as soon as possible.

Personal hypiene and, where possible, home
conditions of the entrants were assessed. The
codes used were A—Excellent; B—Good; C—
Fair; and D—Poor. It is apparent that most
children live under verv satisfactory conditions,
and are sent to school well clad and clean.

The home gradings were—

e L 1 1,076
R . 935
mn; ity i 259
| I e i 25

2,295

And hygiene assessment—

N e e 1,588
B:.. 1,921
hot 152
I .. 11

3,622

(:0ITRE RESEARCH.

Investigation into the actiology of endemic
goitre continued. The results of surveys and
observations made during the past four vears
were presented by Dr. F. W, Clements of the
Institute of Child Health, Sydney, at the Medical
Congress held in Hobart in March, 1958, Con-
siderable assistance was given by officers of the
Department of Agriculture in the preparation of
charts and the cultivation of weeds for the exhibit.

Since the Congress, further studies have been
made on milk consumption, and weed content of
pastures in the goitrous distriets of the Huoon and
Channel, in addition to regular surveys of school
children.

As recommended by Dr. Clements, the distribu-
tion of potassiom iodide tablets has continued.

NUTRITION—SCHOOL CHILOREN.
Surveys were made in several schools by the
Nutrition Officer, assisted by zschool sisters,
SUNSHINE HoME.

During the year, 249 children from all parts
of the State were selected by zchool sisters, and
arrangements made for them to have three weeks'
holiday at the Sunshine Home.

MANTOUX SURVEYS.

Assistance was given to the Tuberculoziz Divi-
sion in the organisation of Mantoux testing in a
number of large city schools,

Total school poulation and number of medical
examinations 1949-50 to 1957-58:—

Wear Sehool Medical
Popilation (a} Exsminations

1945-50 . 45,818 16,291
1950.51 47,980 13,249
1961-52 51.207 20,638
1962-53 G061 24,544
1953.54 58T 19,0906
1054-55 51,540 29,140
1966-56 63,620 a6, 142
195657 663356 24,615
1957-58 70,183 22 D8RY

(a) Ineludes State and Private Schools. Fipurcs for
Stal ools computed from average weekly atten-
dances. Number of children enrolled at Private
Behools at the 31st December each year added o
State School figures to make total,
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CHILD HEALTH SERVICE.
Adminiztration.

The following is a comparative table on the
infant mortality rates for ‘Tasmania from
T948-57T :—

Tufant Mortality Rale per 1,000 Live Births, 1048-57.

IG4E TMD IS0 1951 1MBE 1084 194 1988 JAR& 1947

279 3.2 268 21.9 Z0.T EH 23.8 224 2140 HE

At the beginning of the financial year 1957-58,
the Government had directed all Departments to
review their services with a view to exercizing a
maximum economy during the ensuing yvear as the
financial situation of the State demanded these
stringent economies. The Division of Public
Health's share in this review consisted of an
examination of the expenditure on all its
activitiea. The expenses of carryving out the
responsibilities of Municipalities under the Public
Health Aet which had been borne by the Division
were deleted and these expenses were transferred
to the local authorities. A possible modification
in the School Dental Service to reduce expenses
was explored but no satisfactory way of doing
thiz could be found. It was found, however, that
some economies could be carried out in the cost
of running the Child Health Service by integra-
ting more efficiently the work of the Child Health
and School Medical sisters which would enable
most of the work conducted by the Child Health
Service to continue. By arranging for certain
gchool health zisters to carry out some child health
work when they were visiting particular districts
and for the child health sisters to conduct an
oceazional 2chool medical examination when they
were visiting particular districts in addition to
their own work, it wag found that the services of
one whole time temporarily employved child health
slster could be terminated as well as the services
of a few part time emploved child health sisters,
A few vacancies which had existed for some time
on the establishment for child health sisters were
not filled during the wyear. The result of this
acheme wasz a reduction in the number of home

1958,

vizits conducted by the child health sisters during
the year and of a reduction in the frequency with
which some of the small country elinies were held.
Thiz measure produced a spate of protests from
certain local child health committees and an
endeavour was made to explain to them that,
although the reorganization might be a little less
convenient for some of the mothers, there would
be no deleterious effect on the health of the babies.
New child health centres were constructed and
opened at Kingston, Lenah Valley and Montagu
Bay during the year.

Tovmunisation Progromme.

The following triple antigen injections were
provided at the centres shown:—

Bellepive aa6
Warrane 692
Lindisfarne 544
Huonville 295

2,088

Chitd Health and Mothercraf® Training.

Senior girls at 40 schools received lectures on
clementary mothereraft during the vear, and 674
rirls passed the examination reguired for the
elementary mothercraft certificate.

Twenty-five student mothercraft nurses com-
pleted thelr course and gqualified during the year.
Thirteen of these were trained at the Mother-
craft Home and 12 at Calvary Hospital.

Fourteen trained nurzes completed a post
rraduate coursze and obtained their child health
certificates during the year. Seven of these
students trained at the Mothercraft Home and
seven at Calvary Hospital

The following is a table showing the work of
the Child Health Service during the yvear ended
S0th June, 1958 :(—
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Mothereraft Home.

Forty-three mothers with their babies were
admitted to the home during the vear for the pur-
pose of correcting diffieulties with breast feeding.

One hundred and four additional babies were
admitted ; 24 for general eare and the remainder
in order to adjust feeding problems.

The reduction in the fees charged with effect
from October, 1957, was proving most valuable
as it encouraged the attendance particularly of
the less well to do mothers, who on the whole were
the ones requiring the most assistance in dealing
with their babies.

Although the number of studentz fluctuated
throughout the I);uar, complete courses of lectures
were made available.

During the greater part of the vear the staff
establishment was maintained on a strength of
four trained sisters.

The question of the renovation of the Mother-
craft e building became acute during the
vear. Various methods of improving the situation
were examined and, becauze of the consziderable
expense which would have been involved in reno-
vating the Home completely, the poszibility was
examined of housing the staff and trainees at the
New Town Park Nurses’ Home. This suggestion
raized certain administrative difficulties az well
as hei expensive, and eventually the scheme
was modified. Renovations were carried out to
the extent of enabling mothercraft trainees on
day duty to continue to reside in the Mothereraft
Home itself. while post graduate child health
trainees and the permanant =taff were accom-
modated at the New Town Park Nurses' Home.
It was considered doubtful whether the enormous
expensze of completely renovating the Mothercraft
Home was warranted and the conclusion was
reached that the solution to the problem would
have to be the construction of an entirely new
Home in the future.

SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICE.

water supplies scheme, was continued during the
vear. Although no final figures are available, the
preliminary survey of the results indicates that
the flouridation scheme is having a valuable effect
in reducing the dental caries rate in school
children.

Mobile Dental Clinies.

Five new mobile dental clinics were added to
the service during the year. Three of these were
replacing three old caravans which were un-
serviceable and two were utilised to supplement
the school dental service in the country districts.
The maintenance of these mobile clinics has con-
tinued to be of high order.

e are now sufficient clinics and enough
eguipment to enable the service to employ six
more dental officers and dental attendants if they
could be recruited.

Dental Statistics,

A total number of 47,052 visits was paid to the
clinics, comprising 18,054 new wvisits and 28,998
repeat visits.

he following districts were afforded dental
treatment ;:—Hobart, Laonceston, Burnie, Devon-
port, Latrobe, Wesley Vale, George Town, Bea-
consfield, Railton, Boat Harbour, Wynyard, Grassy
and Currie (King Island), Whitemark, Cape
Barren (Flinderz Island), Ulverstone, Sprent,
Upper Castra, Sheffield, Westerway, Ouse, BEronte
Park, Allonah-Barnes Bay (Bruny Island),
Smithton, Moogara, New Norfalk, Collinsvale,
Parattah, Tunbridge, Ross, Woodbury, Oatlands,
Sorell, Cambridge, South Arm, Sandford, Bream
Creek, Dunalley, Nubeena, Bicheno, Swansea,
Triabunna, Orford, Nabowla, Winnaleah, Scotts-
dale, Gladstone, Pioneer, Derby, Branxholm,
Ringarooma, Westhury, Hagley, Redhills,
Meander, Cyegnei, Huonville, Zeehan, Queens-
town, Gormanston, Tullah, Strahan, Avoca,
Fingal, Rossarden, Storey’s Creek and Bosebery.

Treatments were afforded as follows:—

Administration. X-ray treatments . 13

The Senior Dental Officer and dental officers of Orthodontic treatment 35

the School Dental Service held several discussions Treatments - 62,247

during the yvear on the possibility of modifyving gl e S e e 40,073

the organisation of the Service. It was finally Extraction ... ... ... .. 20,344

concluded that no major changes were advisable. Cleaning 1,830

Flouridation of Water Supplics. Total 124.600

The dental health survey, conducted in associ- .
ation with the DBeaconsfield fluoridation of Individual totals were as follows:—
N Hp{'-,m Treal- Fillings Extrac-

Viasitz Visita Totals wEnts L bious Clening Tolals
A. W. Scult 1,598 1.003 EX T 443 1,210 1,700 72 6,431
L. B. Holnws 2 181 244 4,521 7,004 & 483 1,624 L 11,220
0. MacDonald 2 330 14230 3.630 * f70 * §71 2 B 303 8213
H. E. Brearlsy .. 1,736 3,675 a0l £,803 3,753 1,212 18 13,706
G Chin .. = ik 1,816 2,624 2182 * 352 1,845 51 G610
E. Dons-Thomson 43 1.578 > 52] 524 1530 1,970 B3 781
L. L. Thomson L3 2026 3854 4,432 2,053 L3 457 7000
P. C. Brothers . 1181 1,852 3,133 5,703 4,403 1,121 i 11,027
P. Elims .. 137 2,733 4,109 5,343 #4517 1,306 i 11,153
W, Thomas 45 1.25% 1,308 2 030 1,648 244 5 4037
§. . Pierooy 1,087 1,850 2017 * LK = 5in) 2 183 174 7.507
D. Soott .. 54 Bys 1,356 1,013 1,157 282 F 3304
A. T. Ellis &30 461 1,291 1,088 482 30 o 1,051
J. Lowis .. 449 ot 1.107% &,504 1,204 750 11 2,805
K. Willinms it b 1,321 1,570 L A32 2,873 44 19 3, 785
F. B. Jurrott 28 27 530 673 308 34 ] 1,305
F. Dn. Evans 187 158 325 33 428 s 2] 1,358
K. P. Loa 250 1,203 1,662 3431 1481 546 1 5450
E. A. Baja 3 B5l 1,054 1,733 1,375 340 15 3475
P. Chin .. 54 1,055 1,139 1,932 1,085 271 a5 3,383
H. Carter 436 436 163 261 260 3 1]
M. Fishor 5% & 144 71 123 137 1 ]
Total 15,060 26,008 47,062 65,204 40,073 034 LEs) 134,000
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NUTRITION SERVICE.

Policy.

The Nutrition Service continued to make a
viluable contribution to the health of the com-
munity throughout the year, One of the main
objects of the Nutrition Officer is to ensure that
those students who will eventually become
advisors in the community be provided with a
sound education in nutrition so that they can in
turn educate the community as a whole. The fol-
lowing is a list of the instructions provided with
this in view :—

(1) Student Teacheras at the University of

Tasmania:
4 lecturez of 1 hour—I120 students.

(2) Home Arts Teachers Training Coursze:

12 lectures of § hour to firat and second
vear students—50 students.

(3) Kindergarten Teachers Training Course:

12 lectures of 1 hour, in second year
of training.

(4) Child Health Certificate Training Course:

8 lectures of 1 hour, fwo courses
during this vear.

(5) Mothereraft Certificate Course:

lectures of 45 minutes,
courses during this year.

three

Dietary Surveys.

The lecturing method in nutrition education is
very general in itz approach and is not zatis-
factory in dealing with different scctions of the
population. Therefore, five dietary survevs were
conducted this year in different parts of Tas-
mania. Hereby a nutritional appraizal iz made
of the normal dietary intake of school children.
Thiz information suggests the zcope of the prob-
lems with school children and the points of
emphasis for the general population. Schools
investigated were Lilydale, Beacomsfield, New
Norfolk Area, Cambridge and Franklin schools,
The food groups most represented in inadeguate
amounts in the children’s diets were milk and milk
products, green and vellow vegetables, and fruits.
It was alzo noticed that children with a low fruit
and vepetable intake ate more cakes, biscuits and
confectionery than those who had an adequate
fruit and vegetable intake.

Lunches bought in shops are mostly of very
poor quality and some of the school tuckshops do
not offer any food that is of benefit to the day’s
food intake. It seems inconsistent to sell lollies
and soft drinks in tuckshops to swell school funds
while at the same time at least £55,000 vearly is
spent on school dental zervicea by the State to keep
children’s teeth in reasonable order, and yearly
36,000 gallons of milk are distributed by the Com-
monwealth in Tasmania to discourage the * lolly
eating habit " in schools and to promote the
drinking of milk s a desirable food habit.

Inadequocy of Food [fmtake of 13-16 YVeer old Children
at the New Nerfolk High School.

Each row of asterisks represents the number of children
out of ten whe did pot eat an sdequate amount of that
particular food.

Milk and milk products . LN T S
Meat, fish, eggs y + +
Citrus fruit = L T

'Cll.htr fruit (7% no fruit at
1)

+ o+
'GI‘I:EH and {::I!nw vogetablea + + + +
+ +

Root '.&gn-ta.
Bread L

Potatoes |

1958,

42

Tuadeqeacy of Food Telake of 10 Year ofd Children of
Lilgelale Arca School,

Ench row of asterisks represents the number of children
out of ten whe did net eat an sdequate amount of that
puL‘lir:I]!;r food.

Alilk and milk produocts + ¥+ 4
Meat, fish, eggs *
Citrus fruit {oranges Bd.) A
Other fruoit (25% no Tt

at all} o o Ry e
Green and yellow and root

vegetables + + #
Bread
Potatoes

Inadeguacy of Food Intake of 10 Yeor ofd Children at
Deaoonsficld Area  Sehool,

Each row of asterisks represents the number of children
ot of ten who did not cab an adequate amount of that
particular food,

Milk and milk products L R . R

Meat, fish, eggs *

Citrus fru|t mn ol.h@r frn:t

(27% mno fruit at ally bt
Green, yellow and rost vege-

tables {27 no vagr.-tah]m

at all) ol s A
Bread S
Potatoes

Endemic Goitre Investigutions,

During the last vear further progress has been
made with the investigation of the theory put
forward by Dr. F. W. Clements that there is a
substanee in milk capable of producing endemie
goitre, provided the cows have been feedin
chou moellier. It now seems that a similar effect
iz produced by milk from ecows fed on pastures
which are contaminated with cruciferous
In the areaz where the enlargement of thyroid
glands in school children was inereasing m%
seventy pastures were investigated in o
aszess the presence and quantity of these weeds.
Moreover, information was collected to ascertain
the milk consumption pattern of children whose
thyroids were reduced in size between December,
1967 and March, 1958,

Comnunity Services.

This year, assistance has continued to be given
to our School Medical and Child Health Sisters if
any problem connected with nutrition came up in
their work. Talks have been %mpm-ad for
Parents’ groups and Women's Clubs.
articles were written for publication.

INFECTIOUS DNSEASES.

Greneral.

It is interesting to know that parents are
becoming more aware of the negessity for having
their children immunized against communicable
diseazes at an early age. Of the children enteri
school today, 89.56 per cemt have been pmtacﬁ
against diphtheria and 89.2 per cent against polio-
myelitis. A econsiderable proportion of these
children who are protected against diptheria will
also, of course, be protected against tetanus and
whooping cough.

There was noe significant outbreak of any
dangerous and infectious diseaze during the vear,
and it is interesting to know that there were only
65 ecases of infective hepatitis reported for the
vear, compared with 252 last year.

Infantile Puralysis.

The maszz immunisation campaign proceeded
during the vear, but it was extended to include
adults as was described in the last annual report.
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Briefly, the Commonwealth Government under-
took to provide salk vaccine free to States, not only
for school children but for any person up to the
age of 45 years of age. This was an important
step because, .although the incidence ui’ polio-
myelitis in the older age groups is less than it i=s
in the younger groups, the effect is more severe
economically, When the State Government
decided to extend the scheme to include adults, it
was decided that a charge of 55 would be made
by the municipal authorities to each citizen from
the age of 17 years. This would enable the muni-
eipal authoritiezs to find the funds to cover the
administrative costs of conducting their campaign.
The Commonwealth Government insisted, how-
ever, that in the meantime the zalk vaccine would
not be izsued to private practitioners becanse of
the necessity of maintaining the viability of the
vaccine, This depends on refrigeration during
the period of its distribution and also during
storage. The staff of the Poliomyelitis Section of
the Division was therefore called upon to con-
tinue to arrange for the reception of the vaccine
from the Commonwealth serum laboratories and
for its distribution in good condition to the muni-
cipalities. This extension of the scheme to include
adults did not get under way until April, 1958,
but during the last few months of the year the
indications were that the response from the adult
public was poor.

The following figures provide a picture of the
progress of the campaign :—

Salle Mass Tmmunization Compeign, 1956-1958,
Year & Quarter Type of Injection
1 BGG—
ard Quarter 41,323 16377
dth Cunrter LT R | 84,345
1957
1st Quarter 06,050 03,747
2nd Quarter LI *". 4,444
drd Quarter 1022 U444
ith Cuarter 14 pFLl JECTRAEE
185B—
st Chaarier 194,660 101,184
2nd Quarter 107 830 104, 348
1957-58 0-16 Age Group.
15t Injectionz given a.670
2nd Enjections given hEL
drd Injections given 67,945

17 & sver Age Group.
Period 1.4.58—3%0.6.58

1at Injection given—Total 16,124
Females 09,245
Males 6,877

Retmburgement for 17 and over Age Groap.
Received from municipalities up to 30th June,

1958 ! £1,711

Reimbursement for Loan of Equipment e

1B 0
2 0

-l

TASMANIA
PULIGHTELITIS IMHUHISATIDH CAMFMGHﬁ [957—58
(= e cpc fa s (ST - LS e
Frn:rﬂ I':.l =11 ';?:lr L "Ir (s |..|'l:\-'|l I -."' T ] Ellﬂ- ”;j". l\.!l-F fF o aG AGE GHOUP 0 Iﬁ
Ry ﬁuv'l.'- e ] -I‘_’a-r-{‘\ul—; e easrotarsfa ol Tosor ﬁ::rﬂr’i.'_!'
[ Ee eyl | - - £ SO0
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w |
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The following tables reveal the incidence of infections dizeases in the State:—
TABLE 10.

RETURN Showing Notifientions of Notifiable Infectious Dizeases, according to Municipalities,
During the Year July, 1957—June, 1958,

| |
- i
) = = E. E

% = - B A

Municipalil v 2z | B = - = & 3

%% HEAEIERERERE AR AR Al

gEled| 2 (2 |2 (3|5 |5 (2|63 i

BE& L .i =S 3 = ﬁ = é =

Llg=lalzgloglmla & = &
Beacansiiekl i o i F B i as 1 e o " . . 2 .. E
Bothwaell .. s . L3 po = i E as an ae 5 v . wa
Bmll} . am am a . .. i ] 2 = (R} [ l- .. ]l
Burmie .. o . it 11 Pa
Camphell Town .. - S 1 1 2
Ciroular Hoad - I 1 | .. 7
Ulireneos g o 15 E 3 2 3 35
Dieloraine i i e 3 o i i : 1 0 e e e o v 2 b
Devonport o -+ i Ve N o sl e RS | e S T o 1 4 4
Esporance v i e o= sE - 1 e 1 e g F Jd a [, i i
Ewvamidnle . . o i ks ad ne a0y 1 S 1 =
Fingal k4 oy e 2 1 x5 a
Flinders Tslnnd e e - Ee o . % a8 i i
:f::onu'mu'l'un'n i & = .- 2 . S s 1 4 g'
i '] o - cor - i = o i e e e o g4 = o
'G]mn.m_-q' e o i e s e i i 8 i 1 ] W o L1 4 L
Gormanstan ‘e e . . " . . " n
ﬁrﬂl;lPamla i i i Bt e I i b e | o o S 1} 11
ArnalEGn L v " - - o sa i s au an e
Hobart .. e i 5 i e R 3 4 13 i 2 F I 1 11 a2 we 7
Huom 20 : o e =3 ik uid i i~ b i 1 i 1
Kontish .. o " P o i 7 B -5 2 5 e e o z 1 : wa i
Kinghorough 3 I e, s [ s = - o S ‘n S Ein ik as
med i & i || e [ (O = 1 = e -!. g Ba | ; i :
Lanmceston = o e | A e 4 1 2 1 1 1 an . 4
= e Hig
Loy va 0 e ' - an = =
New Noarfodk e e = 3 1 2 8 1 7 18
Oatlands .. o b G 34 b 2 2
Paongnin 2 2
Port Cygot i ] o A s i = v = 2
Poriland .. e e g e ais a5 e 1 i 1
Quoenstown e L Ey i 8 1 i e i bt . 2 H
Rishreondd i 0 s i . i s i 1 B 1 ia 2
Ringareomn i i 3 i @ wa . . e an v 3 a
HBosa i e i i - = o 1 as 1
Reottsdmle e = =
Horell H‘I 1 1
Hyerir 3 F 5 o =5 LK <. 7 o [ (A = fhe oy ok s o 5@
Hl.lfonmlwulu o i o <5 23 i A, i o o 3 i it B | i ]
Strahan .. S e = HE & iz o . s s - s - £ i o'
Tasman .. o 2 i = ik o sa i s 3 o i e e 1 B 4
Ulverstans & i i i 5 o5 il 1 o w o = 2 - i 1 |
Wasatah .. iE i s 2 e e o i i o H# i 3 o 4 2 2
Wentbury .. .. .. .. | [ 1| (REme s Jes (ff [N Rl (Rres - b | (1 (s 3
Wynyard _ . in i 4 .t . . o] i 1 1
Frohan . 4 e e h Hr o e X L L i 2

Total 2 a 1 17 18 05 3 18 3 1 B H | 168 3| 39

TAELE 11.

RETURN Showing Monthly Notifications of Notifiable Infections Diseases During the Year
July, 195T—Twne, 1958,

|
5 ® E B
: B = &
4] = = i g
Month = E -a :g :3_ B g E - E ;
i z | 2 2|52 -l .
HERESERE AR AR AR 2 |3 3
<H1E |8 | o A la | & =z | & | &
Tuly o e i e e e o e Bt 13 3 | ; 1 17 i)
August i i i =2 e a8 e 1 1 ] & 3 o 1 1] a8
Beptemlser. . BE g 43 1 s uis te 1 1 . s . | 1 1 23
Oetober .. o ok A 1 e o 3 wi ] o ;o L 16 kL
:\'m'm""-;!r b v & wa am aw e 4 [ 2 - 2 17 m
Drocemalier . . au e = = 3 3 3 14 2 1]
Tamunry .. 3 4 st 1 = 2 15 )
Fohmmary .. e 1 1 = 5k an 1 [F:
March 2 1 | u i 2 11 12
April i e e St et | ] (] | s 1 5| 13 E
May i 1) s 1 ) 1 1 1 k] b a i 7 8 H
T 17 a ¥ ol o o ! 3 1 1 2 4 14 a5
Total . s 2 2 & 1 17 12 | 45 H] 18 4 1 #1 29| 1638 3 | 330
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Section IL.—Report of the Division of Tuber-
culosis for the Year Ended 30th June, 1958

?5 Bl = GENERAL STATISTICE.
. il Perhaps the most pleasing aspect of the year's
=" activities is the evident decline in the number of
.gg . new cases of Tuberculosis notified in the State.
2% = The total of 167 for the year, being 39 less than
: recorded for the year 1956-57, is the lowest total
od ; i since 1943,
= ;
E : The 167 cases are classified as under ;—
a2 Primary pulmonary tuberculosis a
| 2 = Pleurisy with effusion ]
3 Pulmonary tuberculosis . 128
o Tuberculouz meningitis ... : a3
% 2 o Other non-pulmonary cases E
®lau 167
- e
§ S = Notifications in three instances were as a result
of post-mortem examination,
% ; - g - The year's total included 20 ex-zervice
= g E ® e personnel.
= = - Figures for the previous six years, showing
e | = percentage of pulmonary as againat non-pulmon-
ﬁ = | 3 ary tuberculosis, are given in Table 16 below:—
=
i . 82
= | ]
7 2t -| &5 TABLE 16.
= E - . = 2
= & : = £ = &
— % é h: ) o .g ¥ l: E 53 TE
= = | = L = R B8 o [ - l‘; = 3
= - i 3 =
- £ 3 2 & ® = 9 &
z 4 o | e - B E : J0L6.613 - 186 266 il 14.4 216
= Bl i 30.6.54 . 164 8L 39 188 208
= 1oy el 30.6.56 152 804 87 106 189
il e 30656 . .. 180 878 25 122 206
T b e 30.657 .. 179 888 27 131 206
‘g s : 1 E‘EEE A0.6.58 139 3.2 28 16.8 167
EEE g
i * ; S E The percentage of pulmonary tuberculosis cases
5 2 5 L shows a continued slight decline compared with
=1 the past three years.
B =
& 3 TABLE 11,
.g No. af Fereentage
= S| Age Group Casges. af Total,
2| o= Under 16 years e ] 4.2
< - 15 to 24 years 34 20.4
05 to 34 years : 3B 22.8
l? i & . 36 to 44 years ... . ... 30 18.0
'§ " 45 to 54 years 28 13.2
il o 55 to 64 years .. ... 10 6.0
q’t_-! Gb to TO vears .. .. 13 1.5
- Owver 70 . o 13 y P |
B : ] Total ! 167
IRkt .
-] i % o There has been a deecline of cases in the age
B = o group 0-14 years of 8 per cent, and in the age
1]
e

group 45 to 64 years of 11 per cent, a higher
incidence being shown this year in the 15 to
44 years age group, which represents 61.2 of the
cases notified. Personz of 65 yearz and over
show a slightly higher percentage than for the
previous year,

Primnry
Totals
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Age, sex and form of disease of the 167 cases notified are shown in Table 18 below:—
TABLE 18.
Males, Females, Total Persons.
E B :
Ape Group. ﬂ 3 .E : ] =
L LRl g el fi 1144113 E ! :
B - -
AR | 3 2= g R R : E 5 | at # 1
l |
Under 15 1 | 2 3 3 3, 1 ! 1 i 4 4 T
15 to 24 | 12 5 Fi - B | | 1| 13 | 20 ] T 4| 4
o5 to B84 .| 10 7 I [ 22 7 7 | &2 16 17 | 14 2 5 a8
a6 to dd .| 4 ] 4 | 18 E | & 1| 2 | 14 2 | 14 1] 6| %0
46 to B4 b ] L (TR L [ & 3 B 8 | 11 1 5 23
56 to 64 ... 7 | T 1 1 i (B | 2 | 10
65 toTd .| % v I T s i (O 1 2 z | 1 B B | » 5 g | =
E&over. 1 | 3 1)) | B I [ o 1 5
| | |
Tetals ...| 36 | an 1 i 17 I 108 | 25 I o0 I] 1 1 | 59 | @ ! 68 | 10 | 28 | 167

It iz pleazing to note that the percentage of
eases discovered in the minimal stage of the
disease shows a continued upward trend. There
were 61 in this classification, among the 139 pul-
monary cases this year. Of the 10 advanced
cases notified six, or 80 per cent, were in the 65
yvears and over age group, and this indicates the
necessity for inclusion of the older age groups
under the provisions of the compulzory Mass
X-ray Survey, and the need for intensifying the
supervision of these provisions.

Tahle 19, below, shows the percentage of cases
discovered in the various stages of the disease
covering the past six years,

TABLE 19.
Vear Minimsl Moderately Advaseed Tatal
Chiss Advanend Canon o i
C

1958-53 GZ=33.5% 98 =53.04% 25=13.5% 185
1953-54 52=31.T% W0 =54.0% 22=13.4% 164
1964-55  S2=14.2% Bl =5d.67% 17=11.B0% 152
1066-58  GO0=31.3% =544 22=13.25% 180
1966-57  TO=30.1% i =52.5% 16= 84% 179
1957-58 G1=42.9%: (R == 4800 10= T2% 138

The above figures show that since 1952-52 the
percentage of advanced cases has dropped by a
lithle over zix per cent of the total, and as pre-
viously stated the greater proportion of these
advanced cases is discovered in the older age
groups. The higher number of cases now being
dizcoversd in the early or minimal stage is no
doubt due to the continued zereening of the publie
by the miniature X-ray service, plus the striet
policing and follow-up of all abnormal films dis-
coverad.

This development represents a substantial
achievement of a long cherished aim of Miniature
X-ray Surveys.

Az in the case of the expected fall in new cases,
it has been rather more difficult, and taken rather
longer than first expected some ten years ago, but
here we meet again something that has been
characteristic of the fight against tuberculosis for
decades.

Sex of Notified Caszes.

As in previous years, there are more notifica-
tions from among the male population, the figure
of 64.7 per cent this vear being the highest
recorded during the past six years,

The percentage for the past six vears is shown
below :—

Males—
1962-68 ... L S 54.69
196884 - b2.0%
1904-b5 . BB . 56.65%
TS50 . s 60.5%
19566-5T 58.2%
1957-58 g 64.75;
Murital Status.
Married persons ... ... .. ... 99
Single persons ... ... ... ... ... 52
Widow or widower 13
Separated persons .. ... ... 1
Divoreed persons .. 2
Total 167
Mode of Discovery.
Private physicians .. . 15
Chest elinics ... . oo en 23
Government medical officer 2
Public Hospitals . . : 69
Mass X-ray survey ... ... . 68
Total 167

The regular examination of the public by means
of miniature X-ray surveys still proves to be the
most successful single factor in the diagmosing
of the unsuspected case of Pulmonary
culotis. The total of 68 cases credited to Mass
X-ray Survey represents 49 per cent of the pul-
monary cases notified during the year. '

In addition to X-ray and clinieal ﬁndinfu. 43
cases were confirmed bacteriologically. In 32
cases bacteriological tests were still pending when
notified, and in 64 cases no information regarding
sputum tests was given by the notifying physician.

Supervision of Cases.

Chest hospital treatment was considered
neceszary for 108 of the 138 pulmenary cases
notified. Admissions were effected as under:—

Tasmanian Chest Hospital . 41
Morthern Chest Hospital . &8
Repatriation Chest Ward .. 10

109
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The total includes one non-pulmonary case in the Northern Chest Hoapital,
The monthly notifications received from the various municipalities in the State are shown in

TABLE 20,
1957-58.

Table 20,

July Hopi. | Oat.

Mo,

Jan, | Feb. | Mar. | April | May | June | Total

1
i1

Table Caps (Wynyand) 4 e S i 1
Ulverstone {Leven) .. i e 1 1

Warntah e L s A% i S
Wiest by
Zoohan | .

=
[

L3
-
-
= S T
= r mma oo
-
— .
Gl B B = = -

noa pmea
-
—
'
- LEE

L
e

.
R

=1
-

Py
[
[+

18 8 ol B e L, B e 8 12 e 0 0 e

-
™

i
o

e
-
o

B - YR
-
=
—

[

Totals

15

17 13 8 14 167

Pulmanary Cases

14 11 11 T 10 134

Mon-Pulmonary Cases . 3 4 o 3

—

4 I8

3 3 4 1 ‘a H 1

Oeecupations.

As in previous years, the oceupations of newly
discovered patients are varied, and do not pin
mt any particular occupation as a tuberculosiz

rd as far as this State is concerned.

On the female side there is, of course, the usual

onderance of cases quoting * home duties ",
ut this is to be expected as the bulk of notifica-
tions come within the marriageable age group,
and the number thus employed is probably greater
than in any other group.

Deaths during the year,

During the year there were 34 death certifi-
cates issued quoting tuberenlosia as the cause or
contributing cause of death. In three of these
cases the disease was discovered as the result of
post mortem examination. In a number of
instances tuberculosiz could not be regarded as
the cause or even the contributing cause of death,
as the disease was known to be inactive at the
time of demize. This view is supported by the
fact that in ten cases the age of the deceased

person ranged from 71 to 86 wears, with an
average of 77 years.

The number of deaths which was considered
as definitely attributable to tuberculosis was 2T,
the same as in the previous year. In seventeen
instances the person was undergoing in-patient
treatment in a Chest Hospital at the time of
death. There were eight deaths among cases
notified during the year. Table 21 shows age
group and sex of the 27 deaths during the year.

TABLE Z1.

Age Group Muales Females Tatal
Under 15 years .. . o
15-24 years i
25-34 years . 2 1 3
35-44 years 1 4 5
46-54 yonrs ] ] 8
G5-64 years 1 1
85 years and over .. § 1 10

Total 18 ) 27

The 65 vears and over represent slightly more
than 34 per cent of the total deaths.
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Tuberculogiz among Immigrants.

During the vear 17 cases of Tuberculosis were
discovered among immigrants, 14 being of a
pulmonary nature, The total is four more than
for 1966-67. Their country of origin was given
as—Italy, 3; Poland, 2; Scotland, 2; Ireland, 2;
Yugoslavia, 2; and one each from Germany,
Norway, Greece, Ukraine, England and Lithuania.

Tuberculosis Allowances.

At the commencement of the yvear there were
209 persons in receipt of tuberculosis allowance.
A further 166 claims were received during the
vear, of which 129 were granted, 356 rejected, and
two were still being investigated. There were
algo seven transfers from other Statea. Cancella-
tions during the vear totalled 181, leaving 164
tuberculoziz allowances still eurrent at the end
of the vear, a decrease for the vear of 45. Of the
181 cancellations, 135 were due to the fact that
the person was considered no longer eligible on
medical grounds, having suffciently improved to
enable him or her to reaume full-time employment,
except for a few cases of OVer-age persons or
those suffering from some other dizability, who
were transferred on to age or invadid pension.

State Tuberculosis Register.
Total Registrations af 50.45.58:

Active regizter 3248
Inactive registay R an b 1,641
Non-pulmonary tuberculosiz Register i
Repatriation cazez (pulmonary and non-
pulmonary register) 521
Total ¢azes on register 2. 716
Active Register (Pulmonary Cases)— g
Cases on Register ot 30.6.57 241
New cases registered during year . 118
E ]
Atz
Tranaferred from Inanctive Registor 10
Tranaferred from other States et 4
482
Tran:
Transforred to Inactive Register 127
Transferred to Deceased Register =2
Transferred to other States i
— 166
Total Active Regizter at 20.6.58 A28
Tvactive Regivter (Pulmonary Coses) :
Cases on Regisbter at 306,57 1,441
At
Tranzsferred from Active Register .. 127
Inaetive eases not previously registered 2
Transferred from other States 12
5
T 1,682
Transferred ta Active Registor 10
Transferréd  to  Non-pulmonary
Register 3 a
Dheceased : 7
Transferred to other States 11
Diagnosis revokod : 1
41
Total Inactive Register 30.6.58 1,541
Now=-Prlmonary Cases Registor:
Cases on Register at 30.0.57 299
Mew cases notified during vear a8
Transferred from Innctive Register 3
Less Cases Decoasid : :]:1151
Total MNon-Pulmonary Cases at 30,058 325

Repatristion Cuges Register (Pulmonwary and Now-Pul-
TRIEFY) 1
Cases o ister at 30667 . B17
New Cases Registered during year .. 20
Lesa: s
Number of Cases Decensid 145
Transferred out of Stabe 1
— 16
Total at 30.6.58 521
TASMANIAN CHEST HOSPITAL, NEW TOWN.
Males  Females  Total
Patients in hospital 1.7.657 = B4 a9 93
Patients in hospital 300668 . a7 27 id
Patients on transfer to al
Hobart WE?SMI ar 5 5
SUFEEry - Er |
Vacant beds 30658 .. 12 B 20

Maintesance FErpeaditure for Financial Year ended
aoth Jime, 1958,

£ 2. d.
Snlaries and wages .. ... 61,680 0 O
Medicines and provisions . 19,781 0 ©
Domestic maintenance 4,566 0 O
Ein:am:iﬂ charges o 126 0 0
aintenance o mipment .. .. . 3824 0 O
Maintenanee—buildings and grounds 25636 0 0
Imeidemtndi ... 0o G R 500 0 ©
Purchase of motor wehicle ... .. ... .. 42 0 0
Total . #9396 0 O
Daily average cost per bed ... .. £ 14 T
Total bed.days, 1057-58 25,181
Admigsions, Disckarges, Deaths.
Males Femalen  Total
Patients in Chest Hospital
1.7.67 B B 5 1 39 93
Patienta returned from Royal
Hobart Hospital ... . 4 Fl
Patients returned from Re-
patriation Hospital i | 1
Patients  admitted during
Year 52
Patients admitted ex North- i -
ern Chest Hospital 4 10 14
Patients admitted Non-Pul-
MOTATrY ) i
Total treated ﬁ E E
Dinekarges: g T T
Regular discharges ) ad an B0
Disciplinary discharges and
against medical advice ] 5 10
To Morthern Chest Hos-
pital .. .. 4 ] 13
Ta Repatrintion Hospital 3 3
Interstate 1 1
Nun-pulmonary E
&7 51 118
Meaths: ik g% i
Pulmonary tuberculosia
died at Chest Hospital 5 3 8
Nonspulmonary tubercu-
losis  died at Chest
'Hmnil‘t!r i 1 1
on transfer to Royal
Hobart Hospital =~ 1 1 2
Died on transfer to private
hospital i ; 1 1
g G 12
Patients remaining at Tas- i 7
manian  Chest Hospital
FLOEE- Lk e B 29 27 64
Daily nvernge number of
patients resident doring
A R S R L 31 65
verage length of residence
of patients discharged 2054 230 2713
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TABLE 24.
MASS X-RAY,
Heobart Lawiteeaton Mobile Total
‘Total number of micro films . 45,720 22,740 b2 a68 120,828
Total number of large films I!'Elllntlhd B7o 318 B32 1,729
Total number of large films taken . L 257 BEE 2184
Eu} Mormal GOY 181 550 1,410
b} Abnormal :
[!} Prnbahhr luberculwia. ik 170 61 218 458 |
i.'i Nhlhhl non-tuberculosis | 119 32 a7 248 | 714
(iif) Cardias . . 2 2 3 8|
(e} Referred for i'urthur mmtaa::tm —
(i) Chest clinic ! ) 105 | 7 204
(ii} Private practitioner 110 42 169 411
{d) Films mot requmng further alhentlun ami ulhars
pending . .. Bl 18 B 1BR
Diagnosis made: — Minimal Moderately Advonecd Toteal
Advansed
{a) Active tuberculosis . .. 37 30 1 fi1:1
g - Hobart Lavnecgton Mabile Total
(b} Inactive tuberculosiz .. i1 11 1% 1
() Btill under chservation 182 44 209 437
Other abnormalities diseovered:—
Pneumonitis nnn-tub-erculnlia e 17 1 3 o]
Pneumothorax .. . . T 4 1 1 z
' 2 5 7
E phgnun ; H 2 o
m ] i
inl earcinoma fus :
Secondary carcinoma | i 1 1 &
e e i
By 4 z
Atelectasis
I:I:t 2 g 2 G
“p-. = 2 4
PlnEn.‘i I;hiclwnlng or n-dhﬂlnm ] a Z 1%
Thyroid ] 3 T ib
F:l:l:lmalr- {"‘ muﬂ,‘l S 2 2 iz 16
Calcification (7 cause) 1 2 @ 5
TABLE 25.
Statement showiang e wimber of pergons X-rajed on the Hobaet, Mabile Ne, 1, Mobile No, 2, Launerston apil

Rogal Hobart Hospital X-vay wnits from the date of commeitecmont rmh'l' the 300k June, 1056E.

Hobart Maobile No. 1
Llavit Lrmit
Prior to 1954 215,448 211,654
1] 2 R S 38.875 45,7682
1966 .. 26,158 42,337
1956 56,107 39,621
19567 .. 38,660 40,710
19568 ... 37.287 47,261
402 516 427,345
Total X-raped since freeplion of Cawgpaign,
Hobart 402 510
Mobile MNo. 1 427345
Mobile No. 2 20,874
E.H.H. unit . 42,104
Launceston unit 164,423
1,066,782

GENERAL.

The year just closed has seen some substantial
progress towards the final eradication of tuber-
culogis in Tasmania.

This iz pleazing as it is now some ten vears
sinee concerted efforts were made to rid the State
of tuberculozis, and only at the present time can
it be claimed without doubt that the progress in
the previous year has been outstanding.

The number of new cases found has decreased
markedly and the epidemiological surveys which
have been carried out continued to show a con-
giderably smaller number of reactors among the
school children of the State,

As has been ﬁuintﬁd out by many authorities,
the degree of Mantoux conversion of the indi-

Mobile No, 2 oyal Holaet Lamneeston
Lruit I capital [nit Xeray Lrait
: 48,133
5,162 3,450 22 071
3,132 12087 24,728
11,605 B0 it Jolal
5 AGR 0322 23527
b,107 B0 22740
S0.374 42,104 164 423
Total X-Rayed, 1957-58,
Hobart 1% 3T.2BT
Mobile No. 1 ... . Draie e | i |
Mobile No. 2 ; 5,107
RBHH unit... ... oo ... 34385
Launceston unit 22,740
120,828

viduals in any community is the best measure of
the progress of an Anti-Tuberculosis Campaign.

The changing face of tuberculosiz from almost
every aspect reguires constant vigilance and
obgervation, in order that the State does not lag
behind the rest of the world in its effective
measures against the disease, and, in addition to
the very important changes noted above, there is
the problem of radiation which has been receiving
increased attention throughout the world.

Ag far as the X.ray Campaign is concerned, it
iz gratifying to note that the most authoritative
committees sot up in this and other countries in-
sist that it is advisable to carry on mass X-ray
surveys in the fight against toberculosis, and
emphasise the small effects of radiation in such
campaigns.
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B.C.Gr. Vaeeinations.
As in previous years this has been carried on in

aceordance with the advice of the Natiomal
Tuberculosis Advisory Couneil.
Rehabilitation.

The Rehabilitation Branch of the Common-

wealth Social Services Department has again
been mozst helpful in this part of the work during
the vear just closed, and is deserving of gratitude
from both patients and the Government.

Tuberewlosis Aet.

It is gratifving to note that during the year
substantial amendments have been made to the
principal Aect.

The most helpful of these will be the power to
direct known sufferers of the dizease whose
elinical status is doubtful or unknown to attend for
assessment.

1958,

Alzo included in the amendments are powers
to deal with the ever present pest of aleoholism
in the administration of the hospital.

STAFF.

It iz pleazing lo welcome to the position of
Medical Superintendent, Northern Chest Hospital,
in an acting capacity, Dr. R. W. Henning.

Dr. Henning assumed these duties on the
resignation of Dr. A. L. Lyons, and it is eon-
fidently expected that Dr. Henning will carry on
the work of the Hospital at the high standard
which has come to be expected by the patients and
ataff of the Northern Cheat Hospital.

JAMES TREMAYNE, M.B. (Syd.),
M.R.A.C.P.

Direetor of Tuberenlosis.

Section II.—Report of the Division of Mental Health for the Year Ended
30th June, 1958

STRUCTURE OF THE IMVISION.

The Department of Health Services is divided
into a number of Divisions, One of these is the
Divigion of Mental Health.

The Director of Mental Health iz responzible to
the Director-General of Health Services, and
through him to the Minister for Health, for the
functioning of hiz Division.

The Division of Mental Health consisis of a
headquarters in Hobart, two hospitals at New
Norfolk (the Lachlan Park Hespital and the Mill-
brook Psychopathic Hospital) and two Govern-
ment institutions for defectives (one at New Nor-
folk and one at Launceston).

The three institutions at New Norfolk are under
the administrative control of the Medical Superin-
tendent, Lachlan Park Hospital, who iz respon-
gible to the Director of Mental Health. (In the
case of the Government Institution for Defectives
he is responsible to the Mental Deficiency Board
for the care of the inmates).

The Government Institution for Defectives at
Launceston (* Nelumie ") is under the adminis-
trative eontrol of the matron, who iz responsible
to the Director of Mental Health for administra-
tion and to the Mental Deficiency Board for the
care of inmates.

FuNCTIONS OF THE DIVISION,.

In general, the functions of the Division are:—

1. The provizion of special hospitals and insti-
tutions for the mentally ill, the emotionally
digturbed and the mentally deficient.

2. The provision of a consultative diagnostic
and therapeutic serviee to public hoapitals
and medical practitioners in all parts of
the island.

. The provision of a consultative service to
other government departments, the courts,
and other social agencies,

. The provizgion of a family guidance service
with special reference to the problems of
childhood and adolescence.

. The provision of an after-care serviee to
psychiatric patients,

[y

6. The provizsion of staff for the State Psycho-
logical Clinic and the examination of cases
of spapected mental deficiency under the
Mental Deficiency Act.

T. The provision of a service to the Mental
Deficiency Board for the re-examination,
supervision and after-care of certified
mental defectives.

The above services should all be on a State-
wide basis. At the present time, owing to a
shortage of professional staff, all these services
are very inadequate. Nevertheless, repular visits
are made by professiona]l officers to all parts of
the State. There is a growing demand for an
expangion of these serviees, particularly in the
north, the north-east, and the north-west.

PERSONMEL.

Professional.
() Medical,

_The year began with an establishment of two
(including the Dirvector of Mental Health) on the
headquarters staff, four for the Lachlan Park
Hospital and Government Institution for Defec-
tives at New Norfolk and one for the Millbrook
Paychopathic Hospital.

The establishment was at full st h at head-
quarters and at Millbrook, but at the Lachlan
Park Hospital there was only the Medieal Superin-
tendent assisted by three temporary medical
officers, one of whom was ill and left shortly after-
wards, During the past 12 vears the position of
Deputy Medical Superintendent (formerly called
Senior Medical Officer) has been vacant for most
of the time and medical officers with varying
backgrounds have come and gone.

In my opinion this is a scandalous state of
affairs for a hospital of some 800 beds.
_ In other parts of the world and in other Austra-
lian States great advances have been made in the
psychiatric treatment and management (includ-
ing oceupation and re-socialization) of mental
hoapital patients, partieularly in the casze of
chronic patients. At the Lachlan Park Hospital
we have kept abreast of the rest of the world only
in drug treatment. The re-socialization and ocen-
pation of the chronic patient can hardly be
attempted with the present staff.
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There is an urgent need for a minimal medical
staff of eight—four specialists in psychiatey and
four juniors.

The Lachlan Park Hospital has been chronically
short of medical staff for many yvears. In my
Dgininn this is largely due to the fact that salaries
offered have not compared favourably with the
earnings ecommonly made in private practice.
There are other unattractive conditions of service
but this seems to be the main one.

The appointment of two psychiatrists as
Departmental specialists has been approved by
Cabinet. To commence with, they will be
seconded for duty at Lachlan Park Hespital.
These positions are currently being advertized.

Diuring the year the psychiatrist on the head-
quarters strength was appointed Inzpector-
General of Mental Hospitals for Western Aus-
tralia and left to take up his duties in April. The
position is still vacant.

The loss of this psychiatrist in Hobart has
greatly curtailed the psychiatric service to the
community. The number of psychiatric clinics at
the Royal Hobart Hospital has been halved and
there is mow a three months” waiting list where
formerly there waz none, The psychiatric work
dong at the Division Headguarters has been
reduced even more,

A pozition of psvchiatrist at Launceston has
been created and is being advertised,

() Psychological.

_During the year the third position of psycholo-
gist on the headquarters staff was filled for the
firat time. A new position of psychologizt at the
Lachlan Park Hospital was created in December,
1957, but there have been no applicants as yet.

(c) Psychiatrie Socinl Work.
The headguarters establishment of three
psychiatric social workers is at full strength. The
ition of Psychiatric Social Worker to the
lan Fark Hospital remains vacant.

Administrative and Clevieal.

The Administrative Officer has aszamed a
greater responsibility, thus relieving the Director
of Mental Health of a lot of administrative detail.

A gecretary to the Director of Mental Health
and who will also be in charge of the appointments
of all the professional officers is badly needed.

Still more necessary is an additional typist or
stenographer. Much professional time iz wasted
by professional ers (psychiatric social
workers in particular) acting asz typists, It is the
only way they can keep a record of the information
they collect and get their reports typed. A
modern dietaphone (wire recorder) has been ob-
tained but the quantity of reports * on tape ™ is
building up becavse of the pressure of work on
the clerieal ataff.

Clerical assizstance from Departmental head-
quarters has been made available from time to
time but i= not adequate. A full-time appointment
is required.

ACTIVITIES,
Administration,
The headquarters staff is responsible for
administering the Mental Deficlency Act and the

Sexual Offences Act. This involves much more
work than one would expect. Details of this
work were given in last year's Report and will not
be duplicated here.

Clinical Services.
(a) To the Royal Hobart Hospital,

The psyehiatric service to the Royal Hobart
Hospital is provided by the four permanent
medical officers in the Division and by the psyehi-
atriec social workers. Psychological examinations
are earvied out as required by the psyehologists.

() Stale Psychological Clinic.

This service is provided under the Mental
Deficiency Act, primarily for the investigation,
ascertainment, &ec., of mental deficiency. Officers
of the clinic travel to all parts of the State to
carry out their duties, mainly the examination
of children and the re-examination of certified
mental defectives who are living in the community
under guardianship or supervision.

(c) Peychiatric and Family Guidaonee Clinies,

No formal elinies of the above degignations have
ever been established. The terms are descriptive
of functions carried ount at the Divicion's head-
quarters ever zince it has exizted. These functions
have grown considerably with the prowth in
numbers of the professional staff.

New adult cases are not seen unless referred by

.a hospital, a medical practitioner, another govern-

ment department or recopnised social agency.
This rule is not adhered to a0 rigidly in the casze
of ehildren but by far the greatest number are so
referred. A surprising feature iz that practically
no children ave reforred by the Education Depart-
ment or the Children’s Courtz. In most countries
referrals from these sources constitute a consider-
able percentage of cases seen.

During the yvear the Director of Mental Health
initiated regular unofficial inter-departmental con-
ferences on the subject of juvenile delinguency,
mainly for the purpose of pooling availsble know-
ledge and resources. The fact that, by common
consent, these meetings are continuing at regular
intervals indicates that a useful purpose is heing
served, Representatives of the following depart-
ments attend ;(—Division of Mental Health, State
Hocial Sarvices, Education, Magistrates,
Children’s Court, Attorney-General’s Department,
Police Department, and Nationzl Fitness Couneil,

ACCOMMODATION.
Divistonal Headguaricrs.

During the year the Division moved from its
quarters an the top floor of the old R.A.C. building
to the first floor of the Poblic Buildings in Davey
Street. Fresent accommodation iz just adequate
for full time stail but (except when short staffed)
there is no room available for the use of visiting
consultants and part time officers such as the
consultant in spastic diseases and the speech
therapist, each of whom visits weekly.

Laehlan Park Hospital,

Progress in the re-building of the hospital is
slow but steady. Two of three completed wards
have been occupied and another four wards are
under construction. Plans are being preparad for
ge next stage of the programme of re-construc-

oIl
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Major problems have arisen in eonnection with
the new steam generating plant.

These matters are referred to in the Medical
Superintendent’s report.

Millbrook Rise.

The accommodation iz adequate; in fact it is
not being fully utilized. This is due in my opinion
partly to lack of publicity. A circular to all
members of the medical profession in Tasmania
has been in preparation for several years and it
iz hoped that it will be possible to have it printed
in the not too distant Tuture.

(rovernment Institulion jor Defectives of New

Norfoli.
The accommodation provided to the Mental
Deficiency Board by this institution is not

adequate. With the evacuation of mental hospital
patients from the old hospital to the new one it
will be possible to extend the accommodation
available to the Mental Deficiency Board by using
some of the not-so-old buildings of the old mental
hospital.

“ Nelumie " (Government I'mstitufion for Defec-
tives al Lounceston).

Thiz hostel for mentally defective females is
performing a very useful function -in aiding the
rehabilitation of young women who have a mild
degree of intellectual defieit and who have been
social problems az well. The accommodation is
adeguate for prezent needs.

There is no similar institution for males, though
plans were drawn up several years ago. The need
for such an institution is stressed in the Report
of the Mental Deficiency Board.

PLANNING.

The bhaziz of planning is to provide a psychiatric
service available to all areas of the State as set
out earlier in this report.

1. The Lachlan Park Hospital is being re-built
at New Norfolk. The re-building of the hospital
iz urgently necessary (a) to provide better treat-
ment facilities for the mentally ill and better work-
ing conditions for the stafl, and (b) to enable the
present inadequate facilities for the housing and
training of certified mental defectives fo be
extended by the taking over of certain buildings
in the old hospital.

This plan iz procesding and it is vitally neces-
sary that it should continue until the project is
completed,

However, 1 must record again that I think it
waz a mistake to build the new mental hospital
at New Norfolk. 1 previously expressed this view
when giving evidence to the Parliamentary Com-
mittee on Public Works.

The modern conception of a mental hospital is
that it should provide a high standard of in-patient
and out-patient treatment for the community, and
that if this is done most patients will enter hospital
voluntarily, without the need for certification.
Such a hospital must be rveadily accessible to the
community it serves.

A major disadvantage of having a mental hos-
pital over 20 miles from a city is the difficulty in
attracting, and keeping, specialist professional
staff, unless special inducements in the way of
galary and perquisites are offered.

2. Tn order to provide a better paychiatrie
zerviee in the north it is proposed to form a branch
of the Division in Launcestom. A position of
psychiatrist has been created.

There is a psychiatrist on the staff at the
Launceston General Hospital but he is fuolly
oceupied in hospital duties and is unable to meet
the needs of the north-west and the north-east.
The establishment of a branch of the Divigion at
Launceston will meet this need, but the new
psyvehintrist will need the assistance of a psycholo-
gist and two paychiatric social workers at an early
date. It is unfortunate that there will be a
dichotomy in the paychiatrie service in the north,
part of it being provided by the Launceston
seneral Hospital and part by this Division. The
Divisional Paychiatrizst and team will travel and

* provide a service to all northern centres,

In Hobart, psychiatrists from the headguarters
of the Division and from the divisional hospitals
at New Norfolk provide the psychiatric consultant
service to the Royal Hobart Hospital. This system
works well except for the present shortage of
paychiatrists.

A Psychiatric Unit has been planned for the
Launceston General Hospital in co-operation with
the staff of the Division. It iz hoped that the
Hospital Board will make both beds and out-
patient facilitiez available to the Branch of the
Divizion to be established at Launceston.

In my report on my overseas tour I recom-
mended the establishment of such a unit at or
adjacent to the Royal Hobart Hospital. Such a
unit should provide a single psychiatric centre for
the Hobart area, instead of having it divided and
duplicated as at present, between the Divisional
headguarters and the Royal Hobart Hospital.
There should be both in-patient and out-patient
facilities for both adults and children.

3. Medieo Legal—The present Mental Hospitals
Act and the Mental Deficiency Act were framed
many vears ago, Increasing knowledge, lessen-
ing prejudice, and improved methods of treatment
have rendered them very much out of date.

In Great Britain a Royal Commission of eleven
members, including both eminent lawyers and
payvchiatrists, sat from 1954 to 1957. Their Report
was published in 1957. It recommended the repeal
of the existing Lunacy and Mental Deficiency laws
in the United Kingdom (upon which the Tas-
manian Acts are bazed), and their replacement by
a zingle Act embodyving modern enlightened and
progressive ideas on the treatment and manage-
ment of the mentally ill, the psychopathic and the
subnormal,

The recommendationg of the Royal Commission
are so far-reaching that they cannot be summar-
ized in thizs Report.

It is my earnest hope that the recommendations
of this Royval Commission will be implemented at
an early date in Tasmania with only minimal
modification to fit them to local conditions.

Attached are reportz of the Medical Elu rin-
tendent, Lachlan Park Hospital and of Millbrook
Rise, of the Henior FPasychologist and Senior
Psychiatric Social Worker and of the Mental
Deficiency Board, together with statistical tables.

J. R. V. FOXTON, Divector of Mental Health.
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REFORT OF THE SENIOR PSYCHOLOGIST.

At the beginning of the financial year, there was
only one psychologist available. For the first six
months, therefore, work was very largely
restricted to the Hobart area, the only noteworthy
exceptions being fortnightly visits to Wybra
Home, and an occasional visit to Ashley. In
January the Senior Psychologist returned to duty,
and in early February a third psychologist, who
had recen cnmglet.ed the Diploma in Abnormal
and Clinical Psychology at the Maudsley Hoszpital,
London, joined the staff. This is the first occasion
gince the Zrd position was created in April, 1955,
that we have been able to fill it. Although this
has meant that more work could be undertaken,
we are atill not doing all that we should. Our work
in the Family Guidance Clinic has also been
restricted sinee the rezignation of the psychiatrist
in April and will continue so until this position
has been filled.

Centres in the north and north-west are again
being visited regularly. It has been possible to
make the north-west coast visits with one of the
paychiatrie social workers, and this does give an
opportunity for some follow-up of cases, though
aﬁn the unavailability of a pavchiatrist restricts
what can be done. Distances are long, and fre-
quent enough visits impossible, even with the
extra staff, and the only solution would appear to
be the establishment of a permanent section of
the Division in the north.

Millbrook Risze is vizited approximately once a
week, which enables most of the caszes requiring
peychological testing to be seen. Unfortunately
it has not been possible ap far to resume regular
visits to Lachlan Park Hospital and, although a
pogition has been created for a psvehologizst on the
staff of the Lachlan Park Hospital, it has not yet
been possible to fill it.

Work in the Hobart area has once again been
extended to the Lady Gowrie Child Centre, where
the psychologist not only sees many of the
children, but also participates in the regular
weekly case-study conferences held by the staff.
It is felt that this contribution, which is appreci-
ated by the Centre staff, is a valuable one in the
field of mental health education. Regular visits
are also made to the Magdalen Home, Wingfield
Houze and other centres.

Work has continued with the police, the courts
and cazes at H.M. Gaol. One pleasing feature of
thiz is that the policewomen are referring cases
before they reach the stage of being charged. This
often enables preventive work to be undertaken
early enough to be effective.

Caszes referred under the Mental Deficiency Act
continue to be seen, and help is given for re-
examinations and other duties for certified defec-
tives.

The general work of diagnosis and of therapy
through the Family Guidance Clinic has been
extended az much as possible in view of staff

shortages.

Educative work with other professional groups
and with the public has been continued and
extended. Trainees at the Mothereraft Home
participate in a series of discussions and now
gome talks have been asked for by the nursing
trainees at St. John's Park. Numerous public
lectures have been given to interested organisa-
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tions, and members assist with various community
groups either by serving on committees or in an
advisory capacity.

L. J. MARTIN, Senior Psychologist.

PSYCHIATRIC S0CIAL WORK SECTION.

The arrival from England of a third psychiatric
social worker early in July, 1957 has enabled the
work of this section to be expanded during the
year just concluded. A comparizon of statistics
with those of previons vears seems to indicate
that, without secretarial assistance becoming
available, the two workers employed as at 1st July,
1957, had reached their maximum caseload, and
the third had done so by 30th June, 1958. In
actual fact the cazeload of each worker is too
heavy to permit intensive work in more than a
minority of cases, and while the proportion of
peychiatric social workers to other memberz of
the team remains as at present, this state of affairs
must continue,

Work covered by this section has included the
compilation of social histories for diagnostic pur-
poszes; casework with patients or their relatives;
frequent contact with other agencies; follow-up
work with patients discharged from Lachlan Park
and Millbrook Rise; assistance at psychiatric
clinics at the Royval Hobart Hospital ; work with
defectives under the care of the Mental Deficiency
Board.

The addition of the third psychiatric social
waorker to the section has made possible the more
frequent release from Hobart duties of one of the
other workers, who, in collaboration with
psychologists, has been able to extend the scope of
service offered on the north-west coast.

A paychiatrie social worker has been present at
official visitors meetings at Lachlan Park, and has
attended meetings of the Lachlan Park Auxiliary.
A club for patients has also been commenced at the
hospital.

Contributions to community education have
been made through talks to various groups, by
participation in panel discussions, and by assis-
tance on the Marriage Guidanee Council, both on
the committee and in counsellor training.

f’*ycﬁ;utl'llr Sooied Work Section Statistics—]xt J:ll’:,l, 1057
to B0tk Jume, 1958,

Number of cases on which work undertaken BET

MNumber of homes visited s 47

Number of patients wisited in institutions T2

Number of home wvisits ; b3
Mumber of other visits in connection with cases 174
Number of office interviews with patients, relatives
and others : 0B
Number of other interviews, casework contacts,
&e., with patients, relntives and others 1,00
Mumber of cases on which contact was made with
outside agencies, individoals, &e. 194
Wumber of cases on which one or more relatives
intervi T e T SG3
Number of visits paid, interviews conducted, &c.,
outzide Hobart . R LEG
Number of visita to Lachlan Park, Millbrook Rize
and Lachlan Park Auxilinry Eil
Number of clinies attended nt Roynl Hobart
Hoapital . 14, = 458
Work speeifically relating fo Mental Defeetives,
(Extrocted from above figures.)
Number of home visits 100
Number of other visits in connection with cases 105
Number of office interviews with patients,
relatives and others . ) 114
Mumber of other interviews, casework con-
tacts, &e., with patients, relatives and
others ... 181

P. J. LOCKLEY,
Senior Psychiatric Secial Worker.
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RerorT oF LACHLAN Park HospiTan, NEw NoR-
FOLK, POR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE, 1958,

I propose to divide this report into two sections.
The firat section will, T hope, convey the impres-
zion 1 wish to point out concerning the old portion
of the hospital, together with the two new wards
which have now been occupied. The second part
I hope to devote fo staffing problems and admini-
strative difficulties encountered over the past
financial year.

ParT 1.

It will be seen from Tahle 30 that admissions
and re-admissions to the Mental Hospital have
been multiplied by thres over the past ten yvears.
Also from Table 28 yvou will agree that voluntary
admissions have practically doubled over the past
vear. According to Table 29, it would appear that
the number of cases of anxiety state admitted over
the vear has been multiplied by four. I feel that
this iz not really a true picture of the state of
affairz in the hospital, but iz more a guestion of
differential diagnosis, Otherwise, the general
overall picture for mental illness in the hospital
remaing much as it did for the previous year.
You will also note that the cost per head per
day iz 28z, 8.40d., showing no real rise in the nett
cost of maintaining a patient per day, since 1953.
This is in spite of the fact that the eost of living
has increased as far as the general public iz con-
cerned. The general standard of medical treat-
ment throughout both male and female divisions
iz a2 high a2 one can expect under exizting circum-
stances in which there 12 a marked shortage of
trained personnel, Full intensive treatment is
difficult on the female =ide owing to this marked
shortage of trained personnel. Also our occupa-
tional therapy activities are markedly curtailed
becauze of the lack of trained occupational thera-
pists. We do carry on a skeleton service, but it
iz very inadequate both on male and female sides,
owing to the unfortunate death of our former
Chief Oceupational Instructor, Mr. Keith Young.
There is also a severe lack of numerical qualified
strength in relation to medical officers. At the
moment we have three medical officers, including
myself, whereas for a hospital of this size
averaging 760 patients, both male and female, 1
fec] that a medical officer strength of eight should
be the absolute minimum. This gives a ratio of
approximately 100 patients per one medical officer,

The standard of training of both male and
female nurses has been stepped up over the year,
and the passing standard for the first year exami-
nation in particular will, I hope, be even higher
as years go on, It is my fervent hope that it will
be compulsory in years to come for first year
candidates to underge a course of training
followed by an examination in oceupational
therapy work—that is to say that they should be
able to instroct patients under the supervision of
the occupational therapist in simple routine
therapy work, [ do not wish them to become
oceupational therapists, but simply to have a
working knowledge of the art, so that they them-
selves can conduct groups under direction of the
oceupational therapist in their own wards.

The existing buildings in the older divisions of
the husplta.l are at present in az-good a state of
repair as is possible under the eircumstances.
With regard to artisan staff we are fortunate in
having obtained the services of a fully qualified
services engineer. On the other hand, we atill
have only four groundsmen to cover an acreage at

least three times that for which they were origin-
ally responsible. We need at least ten experienced
rroundsmen, if the task of maintaining our
lawns, gardens, roads, &c., is going to be achieved.
For example, taking hospital roadways only into
consideration, we have three months® full-time
employment on roads for our artisan staff. This
gives them no opportunity whatscever for any
other form of maintenanee work. It is true that
many of the patients from time to time request
employment with the ground staff, but it 1; only
oceasionally that we manage to acquire the
services of a patient who is really at main-
tenance work, and then it is usually for only a
very short time. We are desperately short of
groundzmen.

There have been no major epidemics of any
source throughout the hospital over the past vear,
and I think that we can attribute this, to some
extent at least, to a very much improved eatm'I:E
serviee, which has been in force sm::e the arri
of our new catering officer.

During 1957-58 we acquired the services of a
physiotherapist, who is doing admirable work
among the spastic children. She is also res
sible for organisation of games and other activities
in the hospital, This is an invaluable acquisition.

FART 2.
{n) Boiler House,

The main item I wish to refer to in this part of
the report is the question of the nucleus of the
new hospital wards, An immense amount of
work, both mental and physical, remains incom-
plete in this section of the hoapital. Following on
several dizcuszions with the new hospital engineer,
1 must come to the following conclusions :—

1. The one essential thing for the running of
the new hospital block, including laondry and
kitchen, is steam. The hospital engineer assures
me that at present he iz not in 8 pogition, nor can
he be in a position, to estimate the potentialities
of the present boiler house. Further, he main-
taina that no one iz in a position or can be in a
position at the moment to estimate how much
steam is aetually being produced and how much
uselessly employed. In order that these figures
may be determined, special gauges and ip-
ment, of whose nature I am rather vague, have
been ordered I understand. and when they are in
pozition in the boiler house, then certain readings
can be taken which will tell us the figures and
factz we need to know. It would appear that the
hospital engineer is in favour of using oil rather
than eoal to fire his boilers, but even this he is
not prepared to dogmatize about until such time
as he can find out exactly what tht: h&at ?mduning
capabilitics of the average batch A% com-
pared with that of oil, may ba. ] feel that, onr
present system of coal firing these boilers may well
prove to be a wasteful one, as well as being less
efficient from the steam production point of view.
Az it is my opinion that the basis for any institu-
tion depending upon steam as its life blood is the
efficiency or otherwise of the boiler house, I am
not in a position to say whether or not the
pregent new hoapital is, or is not, an efficient
machine.

(b) Lowndry.
We have been extremely fortunate over the
t vear in having secured the services of a
aundry expert (Mr. W. Anderson). Mr. Ander-
son has gone out of his way to ensure that the
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new laundry will be a success in every way., He
has made many alterations in the laundry, some
of them rather drastic, but nevertheless I feel
ecertain he has achieved a gpood result. Only
recently, he has unearthed from the old laundry
the original Tullis ironing machine and, having
cansed it to be subjected to arduous tests, he is
now in a position to say that thiz will be a good
machine, aup-erln:-r in many ways to the present
Mackenzie, which has given us endlesz trouble in
the past and whic]l Mr. Anderson has * doctored ™
to such an extent that it is now approximately 75
per cent better than it was originallyv. He has also
caused to be altered many ducts in relation to the
drying tumblers, so that now our risk of fire is
reduced to a minimum,

Laundry Staff—The appointment iz pending of
a new laundry manager, Mr. Renahan, who,
although he has not the necessary qualifications
on paper, nevertheless has been trained by one
of the well-known laundry managers in Melbourne
(Mr. Bernard). We feel sure that he will be ahle
to take over from Mr. Anderson, who, we hope,
will guide him from time to time if at all possible,
to the betterment of the laundry.

Regarding the other laundry staff, we now find
it necessary that additional staff of the following
typea should be provided:—

(i) An experienced and trained dry cleaning

operator; and

(ii) A lorry driver, to assist in the implementa-

tion of a new delivery service ex the
laundry. Thiz employee will also be re-
guired to assist in the sorting bay and,
with the help of patients’ labour work
the foul linen bay.

The delivery service iz an entirely new service,
whilet the foul linen bay is not yet functioning.
In both cases, I am anxious to arrange for this
work to be undertaken.

(e} Kitchen Staff.

The good management of the kitchen has been
greatly affected by the instability of staff person.
nel. Over the past year, we have found it very
difficult to obtain suitable personnel for staffing
a unit of this type. Seldom do we receive appli-
cations from people with any previous cooking
experience. Thizs makes it very difflenlt for the
catering officer to roster his cooking staff in such
a manner as to produce first class results. Tt is
recommended that serious consideration be given
to the ereation of a training zchool for eooks for
institutions such as this. In relation to the staff
in the kitehen, may I point out that it is almost
ezaential that individual dishes be served if at all
possible to individual patients, as and when re-
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guired. At this stage it is not feasible to provide
a 24-hour a day service in the kitchen. It would
be much too expenzive. Nevertheless, this iz the
ideal for which I feel we should strive, and in
writing this it would appear to me that the whole
kitehen staff requires re-organization, bearing in
mﬂiind that at present we have an excellent eatering
alficer,

Eguipment—Kilchen—0One major item of
equipment required in the kitchen is a new cake
mixing machine, to replace the existing unit which
has served the hospital for a lengthy period and
is now unzervieahle. This item iz costly and i=s
valued at approximately £500. One major altera-
tion is reguired in the refrigeration zection of the
kitchen, I refer to the need for the establishment
of a cooling system in the vegetable room. At the
moment this unit relies on natural dravght for
eooling purposes. This is insufficient. In relation
to refrigeration generally, it iz felt that a syztem
of alarm should be instituted. throughout all
refrigerators, especially as we are employing
hospital patients.

The need exists also for the installation of an
overhead gantry, wherehy heavy carcases of meat
(approximately 300 bz, or more) may be moved
from the delivery vehicle to the scales for measure-
ment, and from the scales to the selected refrig-
erator.

The store iz inadequate, both as to size and
shape. Due to this inadequacy, we now find that
the new store iz capable only of holding our food
supplies, consequently it has been necessary to
continue using the old store located in the old
area. This simply means that store staff of three
is now obliged to operate two stores located
approximately ome mile apart. This makes
administrative and store routine diffienlt. It is
recogmmended that consideration be given to the
employment of & junior storeman.

(d) Wards,

The wards at present are adequate and minor
faults therein are corrected by owr own artisan
staft.

CONCLUSION.

Our thanks are due to all auxiliaries, espeeially
the Hobart Branch of the Lachlan Park Auxiliary,
which has been generous to us over the past year,
together with the Red Cross. Qur thanks are also
due especially for the co-operation we have
received from the Director-General of Health
Services, the Director of Mental Health and all
ancillariea.

D. McEK. ANDERSON,

Medical Superintendet.

Table Showing Admissions, Re-Admissions, Dizcharges aid Deaths duving the Year 1957-58.

In Hoapital on #eh June, 1957
Adaitted for first e F
He-admitted . .
Rtwrmed from Trial l.-mw

‘Toral Admitted and Rotarmed
Total umlurr::m liirings ‘i'nur
i i Hospita
Pmmgn Trinl Leave

Ihiesl 4

Total acFl‘ Rmh:mlr: i
Remaining in Hospital on 300658

TABLE 26.

Ml Femenlon Total Munbkoa Feminles Tual
< mi i Rl am2 5l

145 1z Sk -

71 i 1181 &
a3 nr 15 . e
252 e 474
4 e o [T [T 1228
14= i 238 s . 2

fil!] T4 163 i i

a3 H i L) v ol i
5 B 21 <44 | L
H s aATH 67
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Talle Showing Numbers of Patients on, Returning from, and Discharged from Tricl Leave during
the Year 1957-58.

Alales Females Total Mabes Femalea Total
On Trin | Leave on 30th June, 1957 07 78 136
Procesding on Trinl Leave during Yonr 5 1k 163
Total on Trinl Leave during Year .. o7 i e (A1) 1583 9
Hetumesd to Hospital from Trisl I..un'w. |l||nn|: ‘Eur | 02 ak ik X7 i
Discharged from Trinl Leave durin a1 an iy
Ied whilst on Trial Leave thlnllg + | ik e
Total Loss [ 100 168
Remaining on Trial Leave on 30658 48 a1 131
TABLE 28, .
Table Showing Manner in which Patients were Admitted during the year 1957-568.
How Admitted Mules Fenales “Tatal
Private Order 1 ad £l
Justice’s Order b 1 &
Magistrote's Order 4 1 (]
Voluntary Boarders 156 11 248
Governor's Warrani 3 1 4
Heotion | 3—Menial Hmrumh Act 2 3 b
Inebriatoa Hoapital Aot i 2 i
Returned from Trial Loave 1 02 a6
Total Admissions and Retorns 1867-568 262 g32 474
First Aclmission .. 148 112 260
Hopond Admission a0 a1 il
Third Admission 11 10 21
Fourth Admission . T 1k 17
Fifth Admission and over 14 T 21
Feturmed from Trial Leave i3 2 s
ane 222 474

digorder of Patients in Hospital on 304k Jene, 1958,

TABLE 29.
Tuble Showing form of Mentel Digsorder on Admission Durving 1957-68 and the form of Mental

ADMIBSIONS ReEMarstss 15 Hoserran
Form of Mental Disorder
Mlalis Fennles Toinl Minles Fomnles “Tatal
A, Congenitad Mendal [efieieney
I. With Epilepsy i + ] 28 a6 i
2, Without Epilepsy ] ] 20 L s 07
3. With Schizophrenin z 2 ] 1] 15 40
B. Dementing
1. Henile S 11 ] a 14 27 41
2, ProHonile .. | 1 2 b 3 B
'1 Secominry or I"ﬂ-n'.-nnl 1 1 1 ‘| 4 1
4, Aricriosclenosis 4 o [ 1 1 2
. Oirganio Peychosis
1. Gross Brain Lesioo | 1 2 o W wn
2, Demantia Paralyiica 1 1 2 5 1 5
3. Epaboptic Psyohosis o I 1 11 11 22
-I- Aboohalio 1"mr'|m“ . ah £z il ] 13 3 {1}
Toxie, Confnsknal or I-:'Inmuauw 'I"wﬂmt & 14 23 3 i i
h_ Parkinsonism : o i 5 1 ] 1
7. Huntington's {"I:nm.- = 1 @
Ih, Pavehogenic Payehosis
1. Manic Daprossive Paychosis 11 18 28 I-I 14 0
2 Invaoleiionsl Meluncholia o 2 (13 % i ®
&, Schizophrenis (nob including A-%) a7 ik il IlH Lt 173
4. Paraphrenia sod Paranodd States 10 7 17 2R al T
5. Paranoin . 5 1 i k- 1 o
8. Reeurront Molancholis & 14 19 4 8 12
E. Peiyeho-Neiirasis
1. Pavchopathic Personality i ] -] 1 4 i)
¥, Anxiety Siates B a1z ] 53 ] 4 L]
. Hyslera 1 H 3 2 5 2
Torars o218 (101 370 a2 376 87
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REFORT oF MiLLBROOK PsycHOraTHIC HOME,
NEW NORFOLK, FOR YEArR ENDED 30TH JUNE,
1958,

Millbrook Rize fulfils a unique function in Tas-
mania. [t caters for the mentally ill. but not
certified, poulation of the Island. It is controlled
by a Hoapital Management Board, which has the
unenviable task of trying to please evervhody at
the same time. [ would like, at the outset, to offer
my thanks to the Chairman, Seeretary and other
members of the Board for their very wvaluable
work over the past year. As will be seen from
Table 37, the average daily number of patients
nggnnl altered markedly since the 13th June,

a3,

The increase in cost per head per day is refloe-
ted by the inereased cost of living generally, and 1
do not consider this iz in any way exorbitant,

conzidering the quality of the services that are
given to the public by the Home.

In my report dated 19th August, 1957, I men-
tioned the guestion of water supply az being atill
far from satisfactory. This state of affairs has
existed for many years, and I am strongly of the
opinion that the matter should be put right before
the next summer approaches,

There are from time to time many little jobs
to be done at Millbrook Rise by our own artizans
here, and I would stress this point as being very
relevant to the provision of more artisan staff at
Lachlan Park. We simply have not enough staff
and, if we are going to double our acreage or
even quadruple it at Lachlan Park, there will be
an ever decreasing opportunity for small but im-
portant jobs to be done at Millbrook Risze. For
example, last year our plumber spent very many
hours arranging for cartage of water from
Lachlan Park to Millbrook Rise, and erecting a
suitable ]luma: for the pumping of this water
the overhead storage ta
hoapital water supply could be maintained.

I respectfully submit that the water l'u.pglr at
Millbrook Rise this coming summer must be forth-
coming, otherwise we are being grossly unfair to
our nursing staff and alse to the patients.

As this, the question of water, iz to my mind
the one and only great problem associated with
Millbrook Rise, I will now cloze my report, but in
conclusion would like to thank the Red Cross
Society and all other bodies who have maintained
a conztant interest in Millbrook Rize,
in relation to repatriation patients.

D. MecK. ANDERSON, Medienl Superintendent.

TABLE 36.
MILLEROOK PSYCHOPATHIC HOME.
Statement Showimg Form of Mental Dizovder on Admission for Year ended 50th June, 1958,

Mabes Fumnales “Todal

."unﬂ;l"l:t' Spmie . ., e (3 T 1]

Malancholin and Doprossive States 13 a2 45

Hysterin .. i A b T 14 £}

Schizophrenio and Schizowl States L1 o5 A%

Parnphrenin and Parsnoid Statos . ] B i
Miunee Diprosive Pryoluss 3 L LR - 7

Alsoholizan A L 4 (1}

Ubscssional Staies L, ‘s

Tn'liil’" |'.ﬁ_l|'-|:h||niﬂ b 3 sk . ek

Benile nnd Prosenils Desnetins 4 ] 1]

Gross Brwin Lasion a 1 4
Pevehopath 7 1 i

Tﬂl.ﬂ.l .'!.llll.ll-mmnm. :llqn‘l‘“’.} VisAr M} lﬂl Eﬂ

TABLE 3T.
MILLBROOK PSYCHOPATHIC HOME.
Financial Stalement.
Yean Exoen

30/15 54 ETE] ETE [ ETTIET
Average Dhaily Number of FPatisnts 21.TH 18.76 L1581 L | 15,78
Girose Cost for Year £23,134 £25,031 £30, Hid £25,237 L3600
Foes Rewaived 10,988 £330 a4 E13.740 £14,3306

Dther Revenus

Giross Cost peor Head peor Dy O8a, 200, Tda, 1LBIT Gl MBS Bs, 4,006, Tla. 110184,
Neit Cost per Hewd por Day Sliw, Vi AN, [ba, Tl b, dla. 150 Bl LdBd, 33y, l.ﬂd-..

L. @. Buer, Govermment Printer, Teamanis.

, in order that the



