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‘Report of the Department of Public

ended 30th

Department of Public Health,
Hobart,

The._Hun. the Minister for Health,
i Bm'

. I HAVE the honour to present the Report of
the Department of Public Health for the period
1st July, 1953, to 30th June, 1054,

I desire to acknowledge with appreciation the
co-operation of the Directorate whose reports
are submitted separately under the various sec-
tions, set out as under:—

Section I.—Report of Division of Hospital
and Medical Services.

Section II.—Report of Division of Public
Health.

Section III.—Report of Division of Tuber-
eulosis.

. Section IV.—Report of Division of Mental
Hygiene.

Section V.—Vital Statistics supplied by the
Deputy .Commonwealth Statistician.

DisTINGUISHED VISITORS.

This Department had the honour during the
year of being visited by a number of very eminent
medical men, both from abroad and from the
mainland States. Among those from abroad
were—

Sir James Learmouth, Professor of Surgery
of the Edinburgh University;

Dr. Terence Ward, Senior Surgeon of the
Plastic Surgery Unit, East Grinstead, Eng-
land ; and

Mr. Lynford Keves, Education Advisor for

the Western Pacific Region of World
Health Organisation.

From the mainland States we were visited bhy—

Dr. D. 8. Fraser, Inspector-General of Mental
Hospitals, New South Wales;

Professor Arthur Amies, Dean of the Faculty
of Dental Science, University of Mael-
bourne; and

Dr. Claudia Burton-Bradley, Medieal
Director, Spastic Centre, New South Wales.

Health for the Year
1954.

June,

DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURE. e
Comparative figures of the amount of ex
diture over the previous three vears are sip ’
and continue to show substantial increnses, o
withstanding the efforts being made tole I
this item.

Swmanaiy.
1951-52, !ﬂ&ﬂéﬁﬂ.
£
Publie Health (incleding

Tuberculosis  Branch,
Tasmanian and North.

Chest Hospitals) . .. 1486423 1,634,186
Lachlan Park Hoapital 270,774 407,126
Bt John's Park .. . 122,601 141,801
Home for Invalids 7,654 B 66

It will be noted that the respective incre
are £194,717 and £142,760, and are summar
as under :(— i

l[lﬁﬂé-ﬁa.

Adlministration—=Salaries, Travelling

Allownnees, Cost of Living, &e 7,161
Bush Nursing Serviess .. 8,957
Medical  Serviees, Schools  and
Country Districts : & 5,291
Subsidies to Hospitals 104,973
Tuberculosis Division .. . 21,081
Government Imstitutions 47454 :
£194,717
STAFF.

This year has seen a further organisation and
modification of staff within the Department. This
was a natural conzequence of the original re-
organisation, whereby Medical Directorates were
centred under a Director-General. These latter
modifications consisted of the appointment of a
Sub-Accountant, two Assistant Executive Officers
and an Administrative Officer. During the vear
a position of Director of Pathology was created.
Thiz position has been filled by the appointment
of Dr. C. A. Duncan.

The work of the Department shows a steady
inerease in volume and complication and, although
for a considerable time the Department has been
very understaffed, this increase in volume of work
has been successfully dealt with, due to the con-
scientiousness and loyalty of the whole staff of
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the Department. I wish to express my very great
appreciation of the staff’s services and for this
quality of loyalty. 1 should also like to express
my appreciation and thanks for the very ready
help and co-operation which has been extended
throughout the year to this Department by other
Government Departments.

During the vear we were very fortunate in
having the services of Mr. V. D. Bernard, Manager
of the Royal Melbourne Group Laundry and
Central Linen Service, secured by the Govern-
ment by his appointment as Consultant in Hospital
Laundry Services in this State. The future pro-
posal regarding these services is for the con-
struction of two very big group laundries, one
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for the north and one for the south. These
laundries will be of such size that very expert
advice and experience will be necessary to ensure
their success. In having secured Mr. Bernard's

services, the Department has overcome what
would quite possibly have been an impossible
hurdle.

1 have, &c.,

JOHN EDIS, M.R.C.0.G. (Lond.),
M.R.C.S. (Eng.), L.R.C.P. (Lond.},

Director-General of Medical Services.

Section 1.—HOSPITALS
o) Public Hospitals (excluding Chest and Mental Hospitals.)

Number of Potientz.—The number of general
cases this year was 253 greater than last year,
whilst the infectious cases were 262 less.
Maternity patients were 132 less than last year
and'the births 148 less.

Muintenance Costs.—The costs increased by
£146,238 to £1.706,808, being 93 per cent of last
- 4 amount. The average daily cost for the
= ‘was £3 Gs. 1d., being an inerease of Ts. Td.
2 'the previous year's cost.

_ T];m. allocation of cost for out-patients increased
“from 8s. 3d. to 8s. 9d. per visit.

The comparisons for four years as set out in
:_Tamn “ A" ghow the increases and percentages
“of ‘cost under the principle classifications of
expenditure.

‘Receipts.—Commonwealth aid for the year was
£3.844 greater than the previous year. Although
the amount from Hospital Benefits was less on
_ageount of the reduced number of bed-davs, the
|

pharmaceutieal benefits increased from £18,501
tn £37,494. This is accounted for by benefits
being extended to in-patients, whereas the onT;“l-
ous vear the benefits were available in
respect of out-patients.

The hospital fees collected by the hospitals
represented 867 per cent of the year's charges.

Hospital Fees—As from 1.10.53, being 12
months after the reintroduction of the charging
of fees to the patients in public hmw;ln the
scale of charges was increased as fol —_

Patients qualified for Commonwealth Hospital
Benefits.—
Children not over 12 years of age, from
18s. to 22s. per day.
Other patients, excluding pensioners,
from 21s. to 26s. per day.

Patients not qualified for Hospital Benefits.—
from 21s. to £3 per day.
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Buildings.—Works completed during the year
were as followa:—
Launceston General Hospital—Extensions to
Laundry;

Cosgrove Park, Launceston—Home for Aged
People;

Hobart Hospital: Peter MeCallom
Clinic—Additional floor for nurses;

Toosey Memorial Hospital—Addition of
maternity wing and extra bedrooms in
Nurses' Quarters;

Queen Victoria Maternity Hospital—New
Nurzery;

North-Eastern Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital—
Accommodation for Matron and remodel-
ling Nurses' Quarters;

Devon Hospital, Latrobe—Conversion of old
Nurses' Home to the central Preliminary
Training School for Morthern Tasmania;

George Town—Construction of 5-bed Bush
Nursing Hospital;

8t. John's Park—New electric bed-lift in
women's hoapital section.

Works remaining in progress were as fol-
lows :—

Devon Hospital, Latrobe—Re-modelling and
additions te kitchen, re-wiring for electric
power throughout, and new sewing room:

Queen Vietoria Maternity Hospital—Instal-
lation of cool-room:

New Town Maternity Hospital—Construction
of Nurses' Home;

Cosgrove Park—Construction of Twilight
Homes ;

Queen Alexandra Maternity Hospital—Instal-
lation of lift, Administration Block:

St. John's Park—Construction of new wing
for male division; alterations and exten-
sions to laundry, new boiler, engineer's
workshop and dry cleaning plant;

Scottadale Hospital —New Maternity Wing.

Hospital Cut-eﬁ'ngt—The second Catering Con-
ference was held during the vear, and was a great
success. The establishment of this annual con-
ference has led to a vast change for the better
in hospital catering and purchasing. Two Stand-
ing Sub-Committeezs have been established by
the conference, one to act as an advisory body
to the Department concerning hespital kitchens
and hospital stores. This Committee has been
very active du.m!g the vear, and has reviewed
all new construction of this nature, and provided
the rtment and the Architectural Branch
of the blic Works Department with most valu-
able suggestions. The second sub-committee s
a recently aEFointw] one, and is established for
the purpose of defining standards for all hospital
equipment to be used in hospitals in this State.
It is considered that, if all articles used in hospital
have a dnﬁne!i standard, this will add to the effici-
ency of hospitals, and also be of great assistance
to the pure ng authorities, The very success-
ful nature of the activities arising from the Cater-
ing Conference is mainly due to the enthusiasm
and ability shown by Miss M, Shoobridge,
Advizory Dietitian to the Department.

(Mo, T0.)
9

Institutions for Aged and Imfirm; Cosgrove
Park.—This very fine institution was opened by
Hiz Excellency the Governor in March of thia
vear. It provides for the accommodation of over
120 elderly folk in the institution, and the work
has progressed with the completion of four of
the 20 cottages proposed, which are being built
in the grounds for the use of elderly married
couples who can look after themselves.  This
Home for the aged has been placed under the
control of the Board of Management of the Laun-
ceston General Hospital, and has got off to a
very successful start under the guidance of this
very capable hody.

Specialist Services.—It iz the endeavour and
the objective of the Department to provide, as
soon as practicable, enhanced Specialist Services
to the communities along the North-West Coast,
These very rapidly growing communities are at
present dependent upon visiting specialists from
Launceston, which arrangement is not considered
to be adequate. Launceston specialists have as
much az they ean cope with, without having to
undertake long tours. We are therefore encour-
aging the settlement on the North-West Coast
of one Gynaecologist; one Ear, Nose and Throat
Specialist; and one Eye Specialist, The services
of physicians are also needed, and these we hops
to supply by means of the appointment of Deputy
Superintendents at the Burnie Public Hoapital
and the Devon Public Hospital. We hope that these
positions will be filled by medical practitioners
with a higher medical qualifieation, and that they
will also act as medical specialists. In turn, by
theze appointments, it iz intended that the present
Surgeon Superintendents of these two hospitals
will be able to devote practically all their time
to the practice of surgery, leaving the administra-
tion largely to the Deputy.

Migrant Medical Practitioners.—0f the five
medical practitioners having foreipgn degrees, who
were undergoing training last vear under the
provigsions of the Amending Medical Act 1951,
four were successful in their examinations. These
four doctors were granted licences by the Medical
Council and are working in the Government
Medieal Service. A total of five doctors so far
have been licensed to practice in accordance with
the scheme.

The original scheme lapsed in 1953 but was re-
enacted early in 1954 to provide for the granting
of two original licences in each of the yearz from
1965 to 1959. Therefore it will be possible under
the scheme for ten more doctors to be licensed
by 1959 in addition to the present five,

Arrangements are in train for two doclors to
eommence 12 months' training at the Launceston
General Hoapital by September, 1954,

Tratning School for Nurses, Lounceston (General
Hospital.—March of thiz year saw the opening
of the new Training School for Nurses at the
Launceston General Hospital. This project was
brought to a suecessful conclusion by the rehabili-
tation of a very fine old house adjacent to the
hospital, with new constroction added. Laun-
ceston is thuz provided with a very fine, up-to-
date and adequate training school for nurses.

Toosey Memorial Hospital, Longford.—Another
project which came to sueeessful froition, and
which is worthy of mention, is the opening of
the Maternity Wing of the Toosey Memorial
Hospital at Longford. The construction of this
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wing was the outcome of a decision by the Board
that its private fundz should be devoted to this
purpose, The Board iz to be congratulated on
its enterprige, which has been so successfully
demaonstrated.

Central Prelvminary Troaming School —IDuaring
the vear the original Nurses’ Home at the Devon
Hospital at Latrobe was modified and recon-
structed to form the abovementioned achool. The
alterations and additions have been most success-
fully earried out amd the result is a school of
which to be proud. All nurses’ training schools
north of and including Latrobe will send their
nursing recruits to this school before carrying
out their training.

Spaatic Diseazes,—During the vear we had the
great benefit of a visit by Dr. Claudia Burton
Bradley, Director of the Spastic Child Centre,
Mozman, New South Wales. Dr. Burton Bradley
is o remowned speeialist in the treatment of
gpastic diseazes and, with the help of charitable
bodies, a survey of spastic diseases was under-
taken. Dr. Burton Bradley’s subsequent report
was most helpful and, as a result, it is intended
to appoint & medical officer for the care and treat-
ment of these diseases. This officer will receive
initinl training at the Mosman Clinic, and both
the medical officer and his/ her work will be under
the supervision of Dr., Burton Bradley.

Dretection and Treatnent of Cancer; Hallstrom
Clinies.—The Hallstrom Clinies retained their
pu;:nularit:r. and obviously are serving a very use-

function. We continue to receive the very
generous help of SBir Edward Hallatrom in this
regard, for which we are very grateful. The
clinics continue to uncover a large amount of
sickness other than Cancer, and it iz considered
that their value has been proved, and they have
egtablished the necessity of their exizstence in the
community.

Peter MaeCallum Clinies.—During the year a
new Peter MaeCallum Clinie for the treatment
of Cancer by deep radio therapy was opened at
the Royal Hobart Hospital. We had the honour
of having this clinic opened by the Hon. W. P.
Barry, Minister for Health, Victoria, in addition
to having the pleasure of a visit by a number of
eminent membera of the Cancer Institute Board
of Victoria. This new clinie aul;lplles. deep radio
therapy for Cancer cases in the south of the
State. Prior to its establishment all such cases
had to attend the clinic in Launceston, as only
superficial radio therapy was undertaken at
Hobart. It is now proposed to Lboild a new Peter
MacCallum Clinic at the Launceston General
Hospital, and in anticipation of this a 250 K.V,
tube has been purchased through the mood offices
of the Cancer Institute Board of Victoria.
Arrangements are already in hand for the pre-
liminary sketch plans to be drawn, and it is
hoped that next yvear Loan funds will be made
available for the commencement of this work.

General; Veliieles.—Two new vehicles have been
designed by the Departmental Tramsport Officer
(Mr. Bruce Fraser), and the first batch of these
new vehicles is already in use. One iz a mobile
dental unit, which has been conatructed on an all-
metal trailer. This unit incorporates very many
novel features, which are already proving of the
utmost value. Most of these new features are
original designs of Mr., Fraser's, The other

1954,
10

viehicle iz a new type ambulance for supply to
municipalities, The internal arrangrements of this
ambulanes ave also to Mr. Frazer's design, and
are likewise proving a great success,

APPENDIX I

REPORT ON ORTHOPAEDIC EE'H.?I':EE-

The wuerk at the various centres in I-.lu Bu.t.a hu besn
carried on satisfactorily during the pu‘t

Troumatic 'Fl"ﬂrl;.

i B
There is no doubt that since the war ‘has becn
a steady inerease in numbers treated. l.pﬁllu
;Aaﬂnultirlr to traumatic work, The eause I consider
ue to:i— 2
{1} A steady increase in -ﬁﬂ.
{2) The high incidence road accidents.

These Intter cases present definite problems which
B o=

{a) Hozpiial aceommiodalion.

These types of eases are generally in hospital for some
considerable time. A strain i& placed upon the hospital
accommodation, ]Ea.mtu]i.r]:.r the Male 'hﬁh,ug
tn the present "the admissions have been to be
adequately. d

At the Royal Hobart Hospital the use of Claremont

I};ch:ll:l.hl',atmn Centre as & Canulmmh Bupot- ‘has saved
the day il

(h) Treatuent.

The general sdoption of open reduction and !.Ill:l:mll
fixation of fractures in the more difficult cases has
reduced the time spent in hﬂnpltll nmllidmll?‘ and thus
lessened e pressure on bed n mddition,
I consider that the results obumad are superier to other
methods of treatment.

ie) Kehabilitafion,

Many of these aceident cases have severs
prolonged Physiathe p}r and Oecn ol
mu::m] to restore full function. This type of
is being execllently catered for at the Claremont
tation Centre, The State is fortunate to have the |
medntion and facilities afforded he It is
magnificent work, .

(e} Replacement back in employment.

Close linison is kept with the Rﬂlﬂ.blllh.ﬂul HBranch
of ri‘hihﬂnmm:lﬂwoirlt thmwmh:hltnd tﬂwlﬂ Bervices
L t w v iﬂ-ﬂﬂlﬂlhm
ave placed again in suitable emplayment where possible

with minimum delay.
I ean only stress the problem of the rol.d I.ud.dn: Ta
mﬁnm whiuh is more

my mind it iz of greater i
than that of P-ull.onut'lil.n HII.]'
controlled. The motor bicyele is respensible for an wﬂﬂt
proportion of these accidents and the patients are 1
the voung male adult with hiz life in front u:l’

Surgieal Trberculosis,
I am glad to report that there is a
the incidence of this disease which mﬂlﬂl
Polmonary Tuberculosis in  the commu
There is an unduly high proportion of cases from
Coast. ‘This has been discus=sed with Bh' Henry Wanderly
and Dr. Phillips, Acting Director for Tuberculosis.

The response to antibiotic trestment combined with
surgery has been excellent.  Practically all cases have
been restored in due course to employment.

It is significant that all cases of children affected hﬂ
parents with Pulmonary Tuberculosis. 1 feel confident
that with the Eﬂung-c of time and the controel of Pulmonary
Tuberculosis bone and joint Tuberculosiz will disappear.

Polfontpelitie.
There has not been an out-break of this disease d

injuries

ré.

Eﬁ'gsrﬁ

the past year. The cases from the previons epide
have now larslrlelr beon discharged from and are
now being followed wp in the after-care clinies,

A feature of the last epidemic was the high proportion
of ehildren affected under the age of thres 8.
will require supervision during the g periml  for
some time to come.
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Epastic Paralysis,
(a) Treatment, et

The rmmmd-mm: of Dr. Burton-Bradley for future
treatment of these cases have been acted upon and
negotiatione are now under way for the employmont
of a Elecllm Officer to uufq-':rm ] thi;:l ﬁ}“‘“‘fﬁﬁ and
SUPLTVISION CAENE 0 o r relimina
tﬂ:;!nirﬂ under muﬂnmﬂm{iley lrthe Hmrpuan Epam‘ﬂ

The treatment of these casea will be continued in Hobart
and Launceston, Dw, Burton-Bradley, it is hoped, will
visit the State towards the end of the year to review

patients seen & year ago.

ib) Ascommodation.

Bt. Giles, in Launceston, provides excellent accommaoda-
ton for um cases in the north. Hobart TeqUIres Accom-
R W DD Rl

& W tal w [}
lu]ﬂmﬂldm': Soclety hopos to construct. When
th!l Mlllt the accommedation should be adequate.

Provigion of Artificial Limbs.

This has llmz':‘:-un a vexed ation im this State.
Attempts have made to wee the Repatriation
Department to co-operate in supplyi t present
the position iz that the atriation Department supplies
these to individeals in I Serviee henefits, All
others must obtain these through Denyers Pty. Ltd., who
senid n tative to Tasmanin two or three times
yearly. aster casts of the limbs are sent to England
where the limbs are made. This is 1 m:ldrr but a
stop-gap method and open to difficulties in fitting from
rmut.n m‘tml. Bhuulli l.ujr altnltmn arise which pre-

with difficuliy

l:ﬂlﬂﬂmthm Iim'ha I still tﬁk it desirable that
Ve some adequate loeal limb factory, if

Traiwing of Assizfants,
(o) Launcesion.

Hr Hwt:f Launceston, will have been in Great Britain

ve this yenr for over ecight months, It

lbl;l'l.l.ld be 8 great professional stimolos to him and I feel
sure he will derive great benefit from the wvisit.

The of the Department to send kéy personnel
abromd pil'?zlﬁurther puat-grnduate study iz to be nljrhl:.r
commended and rve to promote a high sta
of mﬂuﬂmﬂ mm which will reflect in the results
obtained from trestment. During this absence the routine
work haz been carried on by Dr. MeIntyre, who haz just
returned from Great B:Itﬂ‘n.. The work haz been carried
out wery efficiently and he also has benefited by the

ox et and responsibility he has had to assume,

I vigited the I much more frequently during
Mg, % absence and have kept a close scrutiny on the
work done
{b) fmm

After consultation with Dr. Dyew of the Royal Hobart
Hospital it haz been diaci:led to recommend the appoing-
ment of a Senior Resident to werk in the Orthopaedic
Unit. E‘art of his duties will be to oversee the routine

and minor cmses, There has been a stendy growth of
lhi ‘Irﬂ:iu:m clinics and at pmsent there is far mu

Resident to deal with adeguately.
l.dditinm'. Il ﬁl give excellent cxperience and traiming f
Hr A, HI“BI'.. the Hon, Assistant Orthopaedic So
at the Hobart Hoapital, continues to give exce e-m'.
and valuable service.

Noarth-West Coast.

Thi= has been wisited at monthly intervals during Mr.
Hogg's absence. The work has been dealt with adequately.

Excellent work is being done at the Deven Hospital,
in spite of an antiquated building. It reflects great
cradit en Dr. Ferris and the nursing staff,

Burlh e Spd-naer Hospitals.

ent of Dr. O'Brien to the Spencer

HM l-enl.ﬁ?him to visit this hospital and continue
cases which he has commenced treat-

mi a 'Il.hal' transferred to the Spencer Hospital.
'Fﬂn ity nr trem'-mnt is eszential and proper use can
not be made of the Spencer Hospital unless this ean
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i earried out, Thizs arrangement should enable the
Spencer Hospital to take “long stay " accident cases
nnd cases of Surgical Tulmrcu]mm from Burnie Hoszpital.
The conditions at the ¥e‘nur Hospital are more favour-
able for the treatment of these types of cases, The inter-
gration of these two hospitals is desirnble from every
azpect.

I should like to place on record my appreciation for
the courtesy, willing co-operation and help afforded me
by both medical amd nursing staffs at these hospitals,

D. W. [.. PARKER, M.B.Ch.M. (8
(L'pecl.), F.R.C.5, F.R.

Director of Orthopaedic Services.

by M.Ch.Orth.
A8,

APPENDIX II.
FATHOLOGY DEPARTMENTS.

During the last twelve months, the requests for Patho-
] ieal tests have contimued to inerease enormously, and
though staffs have been incrensed at both Hobart amd
Lnunn:e_ﬂ.tnn, thers is still difficulty in keeping up with
routing tests and very little time to spare for urlt:'lml.
investigntions. Not cnly has the number of tests risen
but the scope has increased as well, particularly in
Bischemistry., Several new pieces of apparatus were
purchased to enable theae tests to be performed, and it
ia cortain that more apparatus and beoks will .bﬂ' needed
in the future to keep pace with nweiern trends in Clinical
Medicine,

For some time now the necessity for an adequate Patho-
logical service for hospitals along the North-West Coast
haz become more and more acute. This has been recognised
for some time, and at last it has been possible to provide
such qewum by stipulating the Darwin Hespital for this
pur, Tenders are at "Ipru-seut being called for the

t.n be carried out, and it is expeeted that we shall
sep an adequate Pathological service at Burnie before
the end of the financial year.

Launceston,

Dr. Shoobridge has now returned to take charge of this
Inboratory and with his greatly increased knowledge we
ean look forward to zome fine work from him.

Hobart.

Dr. Anderson has now left to visit England. Applica-
tions have been called to fll the vacant position and
some excellent replies have heen reeeivid.

Halistrom Clinies.

As a result of a trainin received in Ban Francisco
earlier this year, Cytola El‘ﬁu are now often used, and
all females nttqnd:ng t Hobart Clinie are examined
by this method. An offer has been made to test femnles
at the Launceston Clinic if they start using this techmigue.

Original Investigations.

it is hoped that several problems may be examined
noxt year, The only paper published thizs year was an
analysis of Suicides in Tasmania.

I am pleased to report that the next Annual Meeting
of the iuﬂﬂlil]‘l Association of Clinical Pathologists
is to be held in Launceston and Hobart, We regard this
as a great honour and hope to justify the choice by
presenting some papers and entertaining I:Il.lT Euests
to the Leat of our abiiity.

CAMPBELL DUNCAN, Director of Pathology.

Private Hospitals.

The number licensed for the yvear was eleven,
as delineated in Table C. The State ceased to
act as Agent for the Commonwealth in respect
of the payment of Hospital Benefits to private
hospitals as from the 30th September, 1953, and
therefore, the State has not the necessary infor-
mation to provide the statistics as to benefit pay-
ments and the number of patients,
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TABLE D.—Bed Availability—Total Hospital
feds (excluding Chest Hospitals, Mental and
Repatriation Hospitalz).,

Publie Haapitala—

: Public ward boda:
é""" e General ... ... .. 1,468
— Maternity 316
..E e | = Infeetions .. . . 66 15888
3z g Non-Public beds:
=) = ; General | 50
L Maternity 4 1o
% e (0 Total Public Hospital beds . 1,962
2 s é Private Hoapitals—
& o (31 i |l [ Wen-Publie beds:
T I1slE General g 386
E E 8 | MRtornity ... o oo 1
o |5 ——
E ola | Total Private Hospital beds .. 447
s | & ;
'“E\ E 'EE E-—lm -] iy ﬂ
'g = Sl | MNon-Public necommodation == 571 == 23-7 per cent of total
S H EE e o e Public accommodation = 1838 == T&-3 per cent of total.
H — a
S EE %""’" e Classification of Beda,
g ad Gieneral beds—
5 " Public hospitals . . ... ... 1,508
B Eé‘ b = Private hoapals o . o T
: ] - SR
B B bt ad|® scal, s | 1,904 = T90%
ﬁ = ;‘i o Maternity beds—
e | F e L Public hospitals .. .. . 289
T E:-' Private hospitals . ... .. 51
S N i 440 = 188%
4 ,% B e e i Infectious beds—
[ § E Public hospitals . .. .. 66 = 2T%
% o i
§ % E | GrAND TOTAL .. 2408 = 1009
— =R Eah d Lo — B ——
&g B
| 3 — Ratio of Bed Availability per 1000 Population,
L& vl "E §"”” = {Based on the estimated mean population at §0th June,
] - 1958—3113,114.)
Bl G 1 beds (including convalescent
E& E Bl. h::::inqhmﬂc oA ?1
& 3| |aET Infectios beds . .. . L 100 e
;E Total beds per 1000 population ... 77
S H R
5= :E 5 Institutions for Aged and Infirm.
A0 A | i The remaining two State institutions for the
.:i’, 'E i e accommodation for the aged and infirm, viz,, St.
salig St B John's Park, New Town, and Cosgrove Park
= - Home, Launceston. The latter was on the
L B 10th March, 1954, and the patients from the Old
? 'E" 2wl Home for Invalids were transferred there on thia
2 bﬂuE = date.
3| AL
- Eﬂ E Ll R
g .| APPENDIX 111.
f 1
b i NURSES REGISTRATION BOARD — ANNUAL
= . REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30te JUNE,
| » e g 1054,
E ‘8 E.'E"' Personnel,
Lis Dr. J. Edis, Chairman.
£3 E Dr. €. Cralg. :
i e Dr. L. W. Knight, Superintendent Royal Hobart Hospital

til end of 1953,
Dr f“!i Drew, Superintendent of Royal Hobart Hospital

" from beginning of 1954,
Di. G C. Petrovsky, Superintendent Launceston General

Hospital,
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Hiu J. 0 Bm‘nﬁ ler Superintendent of Nunim‘, Royal

H:h-l Q I Bltlr'l'ln[. ler B‘I.Ihr:!_lﬂmhndmt of Nursing,
Hospi
Hj.l.l E. L. Ulmphll Eltmn. Devon Public Hospital.
Miss N. Winwood, Matron, St. Luke's Private Hoapital.
Migs L. M. Zwar, Matron, Queen Alexandra Hospital,

Meetings.
Si:r. ordinary meetings have been held.

Legislation,
Legislation has been prepared to enable the Board to
approve of certain country hospitals as training schools
for n.:llhrr hu:mau. 80 tlmt the trainin.g of these auxilinry

ing ld'mh. It in h-:-md 'r.hnt :I'uyis will
ecarly date,

become law at an

Training Sehools.

During this year Burnie Public Hospital has been

as a training school for midwives, and the
I{'E ral training has been discontinued at the Lyell
l:lm Empiul. Numbir of training schools is as
Gmml 10
Midwifery .. .. . g
P 5 2
ﬂﬁd Welfare ... ... .. 2
Tuberculogis .. .. 1
Trainees.
1. Applications for training = 368,
General ... . 214
M idwif! T L S as
Payehintrie ... ... ... ... 18
Child Welfare .. ... 35
Tubereulosis 3
2, Commeneed training = 351.
General | 4 s 1M
Midwifery e e 93
Psychintric .. . 19
Child Welfare ... ... .. ... .. . 3
L R 4
3. Completed training = 202,
General 6
Hil:lwilfn;‘;rh !g
P&Fﬂl‘l LY
Child Welfare a5
Tu El 3
4. Resigned before completion of training == 185,
Midwife ke 8
chin o it 110
Child Walfare ... ... ... .o . ]
Tubarcaloats .. .0 o oo il 1
5. Total number in training on 30th June, 1954 = 533,
hra R 467
llid 3 E
Chﬁl Wulhm 11
Tuberculosis .. 1

Erarainalions.

1. Edueational examination for intending trainecs: No
candidates sat for this examination this year.

2, Examinations for the registration of nurses.

Number held . v o 3

Humlm' of candidete: 2o

Numbe 04

Numbar failed 16

Details of reaulta:

Buabject. Mo of Cands.  Peased. Fallsl,
Generall oo aa H4 T8 fi
Midwife 89 L 3
Ps{t.hjﬂr B 5 2 3
Child Welfare a4 aa &
Tuberculosis ... .. 3 2 1

m the general train- -
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Registration of Nurses.
1. Applications approved = G0G,
General |
Hldmf!rj' L
histric ... ... ... .

Child Welfare ..
Tuberculosis ... ... .

2. Registrations renewed = 1447,

2.8

Number of persons who renewed registration = 964,
General . - 272
Midwifery ... .. . .. 432
Puj"ch[-lt.ric o S R e 50
Child Welfare ... .. ... . 102
Tuberculosis .. 11

3. Total number of registrations current in Siate =
2303,
Gemaral | el 1338
Midwifery ... ... .. T13
Paychiatrie ... ... ... .. Gl
Child Welfare ... ... ... ... 176
Tubereulosis 16

4. Number of registered nurses on current register =
1534, As follows:

Mumber of Numbsr of
Parsana. Hegiairstions.
General o dp Ty | | TET
General an midwiferr | ABT BT4
Genoral, Midwifery, and
and l'.‘!hl.ld Welfare 141 423
Mnlml'ery nnlir 122 122
Psychiatric only 51 51
Gieneral and Paychiatric . 4 8
General and Child Welfare 15 a0
General and Tuberculosis 7 14
General Midwifery and
Payehiatric 2 G
Midwifery l.h-d Ch:lll W¢|-
fare .. L3 12
Tuberculosis . 4 B
General H.u]'l?i'lftif “amd
Tubereulosis . 1 -
General Midwifery, Fa-i'-
chiatrie, and  Child
Welfare = 16
Child Welfare L !
1,534 2,303

NoTE—Some nurses shown on register as Mid-
wifery only, Child Welfare only, or Midwifery and
Child Welfare have been registered as general nurses
as well, but general reglstration has lapsed and not
been renewed ans they have left the State. The
othor registrations, having been effected lator, have
remained eurrent after general registration has

Inpsed.

6. Foreign trained purses st present registered:
Dutch A
Palizh
German
Danish .
Latvian
Austrian

8. Tasmanian Auxiliary Nur&]u,g Service:

Number of registrations current B

Ll - 5

Pogt-Graduale ﬂl';.lﬂnmu&.

Sister Tutor Diploma 2
Huning Administration Diploma 3
Ward Sister’s Diploma . 3

CFeneradl,

PMracedure Book.—During this year the Procedure Book
has been reviewed and a number of alterations and addi-
{ions made. These have been printed in such a way as
to facilitate their being affixed on the blank sheets of
the book s0 as te bring it up to date.

Ihict Manual—A hospital diet manual has been pre-
Fnrcd for use in hospitals throughout the State, It is
alt that thiz will be of assistance to the staff in all
hospitals and also to trainee nurses and their tutors.
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Central  Prolimivary  Training  School —Preparations
have been completed for the opening of a Central Pre.
liminary Training Scheol at Latrobe, and the first classes
are to commence in August.

Trainees Eﬂll:ll'l all training schools outzside Hobart amd
Launceston will apend the first eight weeks of their
training at this school, and will obtain some practical
experience during this time in the wards of the Devon
Hozpital.

Tasmastian .-'I.'ru.rlfrmw Nursing Serviee F-LeghllUnn has
been prepared and plans I'I'-II(E‘ to enable some of the
munlmf hospitals, which are not alrendy training schools,

ertake the twelve months’ trnmﬁd-ﬁ of muxillary
nurses, and it is ex that this come before

Parliament at an early date.

Payehiatric Trainecs at Lacklan Park—A new rule has
bieen made this year for the training of psychiatric
nurses, All trainees at Lachlan Park are now required

1954,
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to spend at least three wonths of their training =t
Millbrook Pm:hnumir: Home,

Failurea in Examinations ‘fnr Ragiatrations
idate from the smallor training schools who fai 'I-"H'iﬂl
in the Boards ecxaminations for registration, i3 now
wired to spend six months at & major base
before being allowed to sit again. No
any hospita ig nll-u-wlad I:uiail: more :h.n times
examinations for rogistration, nmp in very execepti
cirenmstanecs, when the Board may grant specinl
miszion to do so. :

EH

JOHN EDIS, M.R.C.O.G. (Lmd. » M.R.C.B.
{Eng.), LE.C.P. (Lond.), Chairman.

L. H SIDEBOTTOM, Secretary, Nurses’
Registration Board.

APPENDIX IV.
Btatistics —5t, John's Park, New Town, for the Year Ended 3084 June, 1954,

Numhber of Beds Available—

Female Division 162 Including 81 hospital bl s
Male Division ... ... ... ... 278 Including 89 hospital beds
O g e Do R e 435 170
PATIENTS.
M, Fesicent Gt ﬁrluinlnlg
Year ORI TR e Al g Mischargesd [RET T at end o Avers
af your year m;
.\lll-'l'rmw*r.ur L‘MlF]T‘!ﬂFTﬁn
195253 | 243 | 140 | S83 | 186 | B3 DG | bR 20 128 | 77 48 26 | 254 | 146 | 24D (39802
195851 | 254 | 145 | 3@ | 17E | TN 246 [ 73 21 B o 13 T4 | 256 | 182 | 407 [m-'n
Bamaitary. Expenditure: g "
1962-53. 185:3-54. Salaries . 33,007 92 570
Numbe i nees Provisions and medical com-
kot i i 383 399 b, TR “Eﬁ n'_},:g
Admitted dord 269 246 tores, fuel and Ii ST
e = it Bedding and clulhﬁ? D A 16,191
862 G456 Repairs and rencwals of build-
Dizcharged during the year 128 a6 Sundries . .. 1,029 1,074
Deatha during the year ., 125 262 142 238
N R s £141,891 £156,206
Number resident at close of
VeRr g il e &80 407
= = £ £s 4
Gross daily cost per inmate . 019 & a Ligad by |
Net daily cost per inmate . . 0 12 B 014 8
Finance, Gross weekly cost per inmate ... 6 16 6 T 810
'] £ Net weekly cost per inmate ... 4 8 7 415 9
Revenue:
Commonwealth Hulpllﬂ-l Bene-
fita . 21,301 22 465
State aid (net cost) 93,169 104,013 BusH NURSING.
Inwalid and old age rnzminna
cantributions .. 22 026G 24,250 The bush nursing service still continues to
ag EoEnis P‘““"““’ contri- i 1559 render valuable service to the community in out-
Private maintensnoe ¥ 3,132 Bl,l]ﬂﬁ back areas; although ﬂﬂhﬁldﬂl'ﬂhly hampared h]'
Laundry services 528 482 the difficulty in keeping centres staffed. Many
Bundries 218 44 centres have been able to function enly by being
Tiies  fissees  staffed by widowed or married nursing sisters,

and those who have reached retiring age.
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An average of about 75 per cent come into
this category. Use has also been made of the
Tourist Mursing Serviee to fill vacancies and
although this service is not in the best interests
of the hospitals effected, it has been the only
means of maintaining continuous hospital service
and also served a very useful purpose in relieving
for annual and sick leave,

With regard to domesties, staff haz been more
easily procurable this year, excepting perhaps in
some fruitgrowing and processing districts, where
It:;:}uur iz for the season attracted to those indus-

es,

During the year extra amenities such asz electric
llgin;g ccupboards, auto elaves, room heaters,
refrigerators, are some of the items provided by
the rtment where required and are aug-
mented by the Red Cross Trust Fund, Bush Nurs-
ing Auxiliaries, Northern Division of the Bush
Nursing Association and their local committees,
Medical Unions, Country Women's Association
Branches and other honovary bodies. The Depart-
ment is most grateful for the assistance rendered
by these bodies in consistently providing equip-
ment and amenitiez to the various Bush Nursing
Hosapitals.

Outlined herennder are brief notes about some
af the centres:—

Cugiet.—Thiz hospital has been unfortunate
im its many staff changes. This necessi-
tates the closing of it to in-patients for
gseveral weeks during the Christmas
period. Sinee the appointment of two

: gisters from our permanent staff, last
May, we hope the hospital will now bhe
able to function at full capacity. A

. child welfare sister continues wvisiting
from Huonville fortnightly and is
assisted by the resident sisters. Local
women have decided to form a hospital

, auxiliary. It will be in addition to the
existing Advisory Committee,

\Maydena.—This quite new centre has proved
its worth. It is situated in an isolated
distriet with the nearest doctor rezident
30 miles away. Sister supervises the
health of, and renders first aid to, the
Boyer Newsprint forestry employees
and their families mainly. A Govern-
ment Medical Officer, Child Woelfare
Sister and private Dentist make regular
vigita from New Norfolk.

15
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Ouge—This is the busiest by far, of our
hospitals, in both in-patient and out-
patient work. With help of the auxiliary
improvements and extra equipment have
been provided. There are plans now for
new staff quarters, and increase of
patient bed accommaodation,

Sorell—For three months at a time when no
relieving zisters were procurable, this
hospital had to be closed to in-patients.
Some child welfare work is undertaken
in co-operation with a child welfare
sister, who visitz regularly from Hobart.

Rogebery—0On 1.858 this hospital was
transferred from Bush Nursing to con-
trol by a local hoapital Board of Manage-
ment.

George Town,—This iz a new centre opened
by the Public Health Department on
20th January, 1954. The centre has
proved most succezzful and attendances
are increasing as the hospital activities
become known.

Crladatone —A new Departmental Consulting
Room and Clinic hasz been established
at Herrick. A new Holden car has been
provided by the Department.

Lilydale.—~Building haz been painted extern-
ally and interior of surgery waiting
hall and kitchen have been redecorated.
A new Holden car has been purchased
during the vear.

Redpa.—This centre was reopensd in
January, 19564. Repairs and painting
and linking up with the electric supply
extension are in progress.

Cuape Buorren Island —This centre has been
clozed and a trained sister carries out-
surgery and clinic duties from school
house which contains one emergency bed.

Rossarden—With the rapid development of
thiz mining town it ?ma been necessary
to appoint an additional sister to cope
with the increased attendance at the
Huospital,

Whitemark; Flinders Island —A site for a
modern  hospital building has  been
selected and acquisition has  been
authorized by the Department,
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TABLE E.

1954.

sSummary of Work Performed in Bush Nursing Service—July, 1933, to 80th June, 1954,

No. of

MNursing

Visits ¢ Viad Maternlty Pre-Natsl (OB g Foe
Name of Contrs  Hompltal  gor b ents e Faeats Vil T Vg Minse Earned
Bouthern—
Alonnah {Bruny £ 8 d

Island) O 655 146 37 4 i 470 17 Gl4 BB 1 0O
Cygnot b 1,848 [ 413 27 151 14 £ 215 392 6 11*
Koonya ... ... ... & 850 46 396 26 a 137 2978 424 T B
Maydena Hil 1,856 16 . aa 1 78 41 7 &
Ontlands 5 1477 1 390 32 146 403 1 e S0 10 O
Oinze E 6,259 13 1,684 99 2RG 200 2z 4,088 1,763 14 1
Sorell .. 4 2120 156 243 26 236 118 = e 244 BBt
Southport 2 1,251 73 7 3 BT g1 11 663 102 12 10
Strahan Mil a2 B o 130 a7 4 4,172 B2 1T 6
Swanson 4 1,892 18 a7 12 Gd 342 1 269 107 0 B
Triabunnas ] 1,449 144 T4 4 50 240 ] 6 20 3 9
Mo, of Centres 11 38 21,2606 1,639 3,254 232 1,267 2418 41 14,847 3,758 6 2

Northern—
AVaEn Sty ||| 1,154 235 i ] 4 273 i G20 6219 b
Cape Barren =, 1 G603 a0 1 4 i ] T 2 116 e o
George Town . & EhE E i1} -] 4 a3 M 0 8
Gladstone Mil 847 984 S o6 385 8 5867 100 3 b
Grassy (King

Jaland) ... ... Nil 4,080 216 T4 1,026 13 7187 207 & 8
Lilydale ... ... ... Wil s a78 58 GEG 1 7008 304 3 O
Maole Creek Mil 1,247 295 42 276 11 1,266 6216 6
Redpa ... ... ... Mil #23 183 14 187 4 1,008 3613 4
Ringarcoma ... MNil 2,580 849 i as 613 1 1,861 150 5 11
Rozebery ..., . 4 820 62 49 3 25 i) 248
Rozsarden ... .. Mil 5,710 2 664 G671 1,772 7071 114 16 10
E8t. Helena 4 231 3 454 24 128 Bd5 o8 432 18 3
Storey's Creek . Nil 1,884 828 23 156 11 3,468
R T

aral s AR 49 1 W
Whitemark,

Flinders Is. .. B 601 5 549 23 5 262 8 47418 0
Mo, of Centres 16 18 b B, 116 1,116 4] 1,339 G AT0 Bl 43427 14802 2 )1
Grand Totals 27 &7 45,041 9,765 4,368 200 2,696 8,888 02 64,374 BGE0 B &

TABLE:

* gloged to in-patients for two months. I cloaed for one month.
Telosed to in-patients for three months. 5 cloged for seven weeks,
Comparative Figures for Five Years, 1949-50 fo 1953-54.
Gt VB Vit TR EonT Mascal Poedatal 00N py £
Your s and  ¢8 Burgery  Petientn ia  Fatents Vihs  VESY  Viehs i Foms. Eirmed
Centres & Haapdal ks =
2 a 4
1948-50 .. ... 26 51 24 650 6221 5026 23 1701 T804 140 39,845 628 1 3
15950-51 25 50 31,182 7195 4440 278 1 7172 114 42,607 902 18 9
1061-52 25 57 AB 606 T104 4817 323 2103 HRET 126 AT.268 1,243 10 7
196258 ... .. 26 54 45,825 9191 4020 330 2812 7780 114 51,484 3036 14 B
1568-54 ... .. 27 57 45,081 9755 45300 280 2594 LD a2 GB.AT4 A6 8 3
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ToURIST NURSING SERVICE.
The average number on this staff has heen maintained most of the yvear at between 12 and 15.
GOVERNMENT MEDICAL SERVICE.

cancies mean the closing of hospitals, consideration and priority has been
Appended is Table F, showing the Government Medical Service statistics for the year.

given this section and has been instrumental in avoiding any closures except for short temporary

instances.

lv great discretion has had to be exercized with the apportioning of it and

a

{P

Experience has proved that the Department’s Tourist Nursing Service is an indispensable

Hospitals throughout Tasmania have been grateful to have the help of this staff; but as
addition to the Public Health Nursing Service,

demand exceeds zu

1954.
as Bush Nursing
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Section 1l.—Report of the Director of Public

The preparation of an annual report affords
an opportunity for taking stock of the achieve-
mentz of the past; and there is little profit in
such a stock-taking unless it is used as a goide to
the aims of the future. Some of my pre-
decessors—notably Dr. Elkington, who expressed
himzelf with conziderable vigour—made use of
the annual report, not only to give an account
of work accomplished, but to draw the moral from
that work, and to set out the needs for the immedi-
ate future. It i3 to be regretted that, in later
¥years, the report degenerated into a mere statis-
tical record; and in doing so0, it loat much of its
value.

The business of the Public Health Division is
to keep people well. In a Commonwealth in which
the Federal Government spendz enormous sums
of money on various schemes devoted to the treat-
ment of established dizease, and in which the
various hospital authorities, in every State, are
constantly in the public eye, it is an uphill and
thankless task, to bear the banner of Preventive
Medicine, Unfortunately, not only the general
public but also the wast majority of the medical
profession, have signally lost sight of the fact
that, in the field of public health, prevention is
not only better, but also very much cheaper, than
cure,

ORGANISATION.

The outstanding defect in the organiszation of
the Public Health Divizion iz an inheritance from
the past, in which administration was over-
centralised. It seems to have been the custom to
refer all matters, however trivial, to the Director
himself for decision. In consequence, he has
been overwhelmed by the minute detail of the
day-to-day administration of the Division, and
has had neither time nor opportunity to concen-
trate on his proper function, of planning in bhroad
outline for the future. The reasons for this state
of alfairs are two., The first, and less important,
reason iz that, until this year, no provision was
made in any of the legislation administered by
the Director of Public Health, for the delegation
of any portion of his legal power to any other
oflicer, exeept to a very limited extent in the case
of measures designed to prevent the spread of
a " dangerous infectious disease. This situa-
tion has now been changed by an amendment of
the Public Health Act.

k But it is no use having legal power of delega-
tion in the absence of trained staff. Although
provigion has been made for an establishment
which, in theory, consists of four “ medical
officers ™ and two * school medical officers ”, in
practice the majority of these positions have
either been left unfilled, or have been used for the
employment of temporary part-time achool
medical oflicers, which iz a most expensive and
ineflicient way of attempting to carry on the
work. Under these eircumstances there has been
noe encouragement for yvoung medical officers to
Join the staff of the Division with the intention
of making a career of public health work. This
work is highly specialised, and like other
specialised branches of Medicine, calls for special
training. - It is pleasing to be able to record that,
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shortly after the end of the year to which this
report refers, Cabinet nggmmd of a proposal
for recruiting staff of medical officers suf t
to cope with the amount of work that can be
foreseen during the next decade, owing to the
rising birth rate since the war. Each medical
officer iz to be sent, in turn, to undertake a course
of training in Public Health, on the understand-
ing that he is to return to the service of the
Department.

PUBLIC HEALTH ADMINISTRATION.

The responsibility for carrying out the provi-
zions of the Public Health Act, and acts incorpor-
ated with it, rests in the first instance, with
the local authorities,  Unfortunately, it is a
responsibility that was, in many instances, taken
very lightly in the past; and in some cases, it
still rests lightly on those responsible. Through-
out the State there is a singular lack of apprecia-
tion of the need for local sanitation, and of the
part played, for example, by flies, in the con-
tamination of food. During the year, the medical
officer of health at 5t. Helens drew attention to
the fact that summer diarrhoea is a very pre-
valent complaint in this popular seagide resort.
His report leaves very little doubt that the cause
is to be found in the fact that much of the town
is unsewersd and consequently is in a generally
unsanitary state. The obstacle to sewering the
town is the lack of funds; but there is little doubt
that, in the long run, it is poor economy to allow
unsanitary conditions to persist.

The same thing is true of many other towns;
and it is probable that whole community pnﬂa il
high price, in inconvenience and minor disability,
for the lack of vision in the past, when costs
were much lower, In this connection it is interest-
ing to speculate on the cost to the taxpaver of
the expenditure by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment on antibiotics and other expensive drugs,
uzed in the treatment of diarrhoea. It
be far more profitable, in the long run, to spend
an equal sum on improved sanitation, with a
view to preventing diseases of intestinal origin.

The present pesition about the appointment
of medical officers of health iz most unsati :
Every local authority is supposed to appoint a
medieal officer; but the population of municipali-
ties, with few exceptions, is too small to justify
a full-time apﬁintmenh Even in the cases of
Hobart and unceston, where a whole-time
medical officer of health would be very fully oeeu-
pied if he were entrusted with all health doties,
part-time meneral practitioner: are appointed.
The individuxl memberz of local councils seem
to be completely unaware of the fact that, nowa-
days, the practice of Public Health i= a high
specialised branch of medicine. In general,
medical practitioners who have not had special
training are not fully qualified in this branch,
neither (with a few exceptions such as that men-
tioned above) are they likely to be interested.
By appointing general practitioners, untrained in
Public Health, as medical officers of health, the
local authorities have shown quite plainly that
they are content with amateur advice from semi-
trained officers.
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In Great Britain a similar state of affairs was
eommon, thirty vears ago. It has been remedied,
in the intervening period, by a system of sharing
a trained health officer between the county couneil
{which administers many of the services con-
trolled in Australia by State governmentz) and
one or more local authorities, The adoption of
a similar plan here is now overdue.

LEGISLATION.

The Public Health Act was amended during the
vear. A new section waz added to permit the
Director, with the approval of the Minister, to
delegate any or all of his powers and functions
to a health officer. A clause was also added to
Section 112, to permit the making of regulations
to control the ventilation, lighting, and sanitation
of premises used for dangerous occupations and
to prescribe the precautions to be taken to pre-
vent danger to the public health arizsing from
dangerous occupations.

I regret to report that finality has not yet
been reached with the revision of regulations
under the Places of Public Entertainment Act
In the meantime, the assistance of the committee
set up, some years ago, to advise on plans of
places of public entertainment, has been most
valuable.

+ There were several minor amendments to regu-
lations under the Food and Drugs Act.

EnNDEMIC GOITRE.

One of the hiprest problems to be faced in
the future is the occurrence of endemic goitre
in this State; and I make no apology for placing
it under a separate heading. It has been stated,
probably guite accurately, that there is more
goitre in children in Tasmania than in the whole
of the rest of Australia. The usual cause of
endemic goitre is a deficiency in iodine. Five
years ago the Commonwealth Government lent
the services of Dr. F. W. Clements, to carry
out a survey of goitre in Tasmanian school-
children, After his survey, Dr. Clements recoms-
mended that a tablet, containing 10 mgm. of
potassium iodide, should be given to each child
each week, to supply the necessary iodine. A
supply of tablets was arranged through the
Commonwealth Health Department; and they
have been distributed through schoolz and child
health centres.

This yvear, the zervices of Dr. Clements were
again made available; and, in March, 1954, he
carried out another survey to ascertain the effect
of five years of preventive treatment. The
result, in one respect, is somewhat disappoint-
ing. It indicates that, although there has been
congiderable benefit from the distribution of indide
tablets, the problem is not completely solved. It
seems likely that, in addition to iodine deficiency,
there iz some additional factor, at present un-
known, in the causation of some cases of endemic
goitre here. Dr. Clements has suggested a line
of research, which is now being followed, in
the search for this unknown factor: but it is
evident that we have embarked on a quest, the
end of which may not be attained for some years,

and then only after much slow and patient
research
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There iz evidence that the iodide has prevented
an increase in size of the goitre in those cases
in which it has not prevented its occurrence;
and for this reason it is proposed to continue
the prophylaxis.

I must express the most profound gratitude
to the Commonwealth Director-General of Health
for making Dr. Clements available; and to Dr.
Clements himself for his most valuable co-opera-
tion in the survey. His enthusiasm, thoroughness,
patience, and meticulous care have been an
inspiration to all who worked with him. More
than a word of praise is also due to Dr. Heather
Gibson, whe undertook the detailed organization
of the survey, with conspicuous success; and to
her staff of school sisters, whose assistance made
the whole thing possible.

NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

The number of cases of infections disease noti-
fiedd to the Department was 363, of which 202
were cases of tuberculosis, The figure, 161,
representing notifications of all other infectious
diseases, iz the lowest for at least 30 wears,
and probably the lowest on record. In recent
vears, poliomvelitis haz contributed the highest
figures in 1952-53 and 1950-51; figures before
19560 are not strictly comparable with those since,
owing to the changeover from presenting the
report for calendar years, to presenting it for
finaneial yvears. No doubt, the low figure for
all infectious diseaze for 1953-54 is partly due
to the fact that it was an * interval ¥ year for
poliomyelitis, only four cases being notified. There
iz no occasion for complacency on this score. If
the behaviour of poliomyelitis in the immediate
past is any guide, next year or the year after
may be a * peak ™ wvear.

Analysis of the experience in recent epidemics
ghows that in such years, there is a well-marked
variation in the seazonal incidence of poliomye-
litis. The number of cases begins to increase
in October or November, rises to a peak in Janu-
ary, and then begins to decline. Thiz zeasonal
pattern has been described elsewhere; but it does
not seem to be obvious in other Australian States.
It seems likely that this behaviour of the disease
in Tasmania, in contrast to elsewhere in Aus-
tralia might be a profitable field for research,
if staff were available.

It may be a matter of some interest that there
were no deaths from scarlet fever during the
vear.

GEMERAL SANITATION.

Full detailz are contained in the report of the
Chief Health Inspector, which appears as Appen-
dix 6; there is very little for me to add to this.

The shortage of gualified health inspectors
for appointment with municipal councils con-
tinues to be a matter for concern. It is apparent
that many municipalities are too small to attract
the better type of health inspector. The obvious
solution of this problem is that two or more local
authorities should join fogether to share the
services of a gualified inspector.

Drainage continues to be ome of the major
problems, particularly in unsewered suburban dis-
tricts. There are many places in which, owing
to the nature of the soil, the absorption of ordinary
household sullage is quite impossible within the
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area of an ordinary suburban building bleck.
In such circumstances, to add bacteriolytic tank
effluent to household sullage is to increase the
problem many times. For many clozely settled
areas there is no real alternative to a properly
planned sewage disposal scheme; and it iz to be
regretted that, in the past when costs were
lower, many local authorities omitted to make
provision for such a scheme.

CHILD HEALTH SERVICE.

Despite some changes, there are still 92 centres,
MNew centres were opened at Upper Burnie, Boat
Harbour, and George Town. Cressy was closed
as there was insuflicient work to justify its
existence; and this enabled staff to be made avail-
able for George Town. Redpa and Marrawah,
previously staffed from Smithton, are now con-
ducted by the Bush Nursing Service.

The work of the serviee would have been
quite impossible without the co-operation of the
many local committees of the Child Welfare
Aszzociation, membera of which have taken a keen
and active interest in all that goes on in the
centres, This assistance has been invaluable,

By the courtesy and assistance of the Karitane
Products Bociety, the Supervisory Sister visited
New Zealand, and was able to make a complete
survey of the work carried on there by the
Plunket Society. This experience will be most
valuahle,

During the year a mothercraft wing was
planned, to form part of the proposed maternity
hospital at New Town. It is intended that, when
erected, this will take the place of the Mother-
eraft Home, an institution houszed in an old buoild-
ing, inconvenient to run and expensive to main-
tain. The new plan, when carried out, will
enable mothers to spend a few days in the mother-
craft wing before returning home from the
maternity hospital. This will be a verv real
id;ﬂ.ntnge particularly to mothers with a first

aby.

ScHool HEALTH SERVICE.

The report of the School Medieal Officer
(Appendix T) gives complete details of the work
carried on by this important service.  There
has been some lack of continuity, owing to changes
in the medical staff. I cannot too strongly streas
the importance of having a stable staff, so that
the medical officer gets to know the children in
hiz distriet, and the parents know that there will
be some continuity in the adviee that they receive,

Onee agnin, parents have been encouraged to
attend at scheol medical examinations, and there
has been a gratifving response. The discussion
hetween school medical officer and parent affords
one of the best opportunities for practical health
education open to any section of the Division.
The work of the school nursing staff, in visiting
parents to keep them informed about minor
defects in the health of their childeén also affords
an opportunity for education, of which full advan-
tage 1z taken.

The Senior School Dental Officer (Mr. A, W.
Seott) reports that, for the first time in the history
of the School Dental Service, the number of fillings
done has exceeded the number of extractions.
1t is gratifving that conservative work has gained
pride of place; and every affort must be made to
maintain the position.

Two new mobile clinies were ordered during
the year; but there was serious delay in construe-
tion, and they were not finally delivered until
June. They are much more robust than the old
type, and it is ho that they will give better
gerviee. The earlier mobile clinice were wery
lightly built and have not proved satisfactory;
they are now becoming very expensive to main-
tain, owing to the necessity for frequent minor
repairs. The static clinic at Queenstown opened
in August, and has filled a real need. The officer
stationed here pays periodical visits to other
towns in the area with a portable hand unit.

A total number of 35,089 visits to school dental
clinics were paid during the vear, of which 14,021
were first visits and the remainder were for
subgequent treatment.  Treatments afforded

ineluded ;—
Fllings ... i 26,017
Extractions . 19,151
Cleanings ... ... .... .... 2,009
Orthodontic ... ... .. 226
e PURI L s ekl e 137

SBome investigations during the year showed
that the average amount of work per dentist per
working day is:—

Fillings lgi
Extractions ..

Treatments 25
Cleaning ... ... .. 1

GOVERNMENT ANALYST.

The report of the Government Analyst
{Appendix 5) gives some idea of the immense
variety of work carried out in this important
branch of the division.

Once again, the advice of the Analyst, and his
technical knowledge and that of his staff, has
been of the utmost value to the division, and has
heen abzolutely eszential to the work of the Foods
Standards Committee.

NUTRITION SECTION.

The appointment of Miss J. H. Howeler as
Nutrition Officer has filled the vacancy resnlting
from the resignation of Miss A. Osmond, and
has enabled the section to fulfill its proper fune-
tion again. The following activities were carried
on during the year:—

(1) Dietary surveys of school children in
King Island and the Derwent Valley
to get information upon which nutri-
th:::;dedu:atiun in these areas can be

{2) Testing to improve and simplify recipes
for home-made rosehip syrup and
blackeurrant syrup, which are both
excellent sourcez of Vitamin C.

(3) The Dietitian visited most hospitala in
the State, giving assistance on cater-
ing and dietary problems. Particular
attention was paid to the standardi=a-
tion of equipment.

(4) Routine broadcasts on nutrition topics
were made, health filma shown to
school children, and illustrated talks
were fgiven to parents’ groups,
mothers’ clubs, and branches of the
Child Welfare Association.
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{5) The " Hospital Diet Manual™ and the
“ Handbook for Child Health Staff "
were completed and various nutrition
leaflots were revised.

VITAL STATISTICS.
Population.—Figures suapplied by the Tas-
manian Branch of the Commonwealth Bureau of
Census and Statistics show that the estimated
gguhtil:m at the end of the year 19563 was
812, of whom 168471 were malez and 154,841
were females. The natural increase was 5185,

Births—The number of births registered dur-
ing the year was 7,736, represzenting a rate of
24-70 per 1000 of population.

Deaths.—Registered deaths numbered 2551,
The rate per 1000 of mean popualation was 8:15.

Tunfant Mortality.—~The table below shows the
infant mortality in urban and rural districts,
and for the whole State. The rate, though not
quite as low as last year, would have been con-
sidered exceedingly. satisfactory a few years ago.

Still Rirvths—There were 141 still-births regis-
tered during the vear, the percentage to the total
of births and still-births combined being 1-79.

STAFF.

There have been a number of changes of staff
during the vear. Dr. Long worked as whole-time
school medical officer in Launceston during the
second half of 1953: after an interval of some
months, Dr, Margaret Wilson took her place, but
left six weeks Iater to accept a position in New
South Wales. It wasz not possible to fll this
vacancy during the remainder of the financial
vear. Dr. Diana Starr, who had been achool
medical officer in the North-West, resigned in
March, 1964; this vacancy was advertised, but
no applications were received.

Dr. M. Hatherley joined the staff as part-time
school medieal officer in the Circular Head dis-
trict; and Dr. Joyee Park rejoined and is working
on the East Coast.

It is gratifying to report that, despite some
changes in personnel, there has been a full staff
of school dentists during the year. There were
a number of changes in the staff of other sectiona

| n
Tirtha ;L‘:;l. Rate per 100 Bireks ”F !hl" ni‘.riblﬂn'
1953 1953 1052 1053 I take this opportunity to thank all members
Hobart— of the staff, whose co-operation has enabled us to
M. .. 1152 b 18-71 24 carry on the work of the Division doring the year,
Soburbs .. ... ... 1148 22 2401 10
L T R R R N H. M. L. MURRAY, LR.C.P,, LR.CS.
Launceston and suburhs 884 a2 30-67 az (Edin.), L.R.F.P.S., (Glas.), D.P.H.
ke R (En).
:  Total Tasmania 7736 177 2113 229 Director of Public Health.
TABLE G.
REETURN Showing Monthly Notifications of Notifiable I'mfectious Disenses During the Year
1953-54.
: B
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July .. . 1 T 1 4 15 Wi 2 2 . 23 A £ L
A - 1 & 3 & 3 a o ] a9 5 30
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Infantile Mortality Rate (Deaths per 1000 Births).
r - R e o Soath Wistern Now Nm'I;Iel.4 Aust,
Yenr, Turnmm_. N.AW. :\ betorin Katralle it Zealand. | T'tory lihp."l"lr Aust,
8 407 | 330 -3 28-0 az-7 30-1 25 | 22°4 31-3%
& 06 Al 99-8 280 -8 8- 466 | 1%-4 -4
o J0-2 27-3 29-8 271 31-1 28-1 | a0-3 | 18-8 u-0F
G Mg -3 a0-8 24-3 $0-8 250 46 | 18-0 k' Al
=7 $0-3 23-9 274 20-8 LA 230 25+7 | 234 27-7*
0 @73 209 247 27-7 M0 23-8 289 | 159 b5
B F7-1 -1 47 240 Fril | {a) 48:8 | 2140 | 245
il M-8 -4l 256 45 28-7 (a) 44:2 | 12-0 o3
=7 b A 22-3 M-8 -1 25-0 [e) 31-3 |8 238
g9-8K | D4-84 | 21°056 | D4-08 0eas | 2383 ‘) o1 | 21-67 | 2480
* Excludes New Zealand ;

TABLE N.

TABLE Showing Causes of Death of Children under One Year of Age in Tosmania,
from 1950 to 1953,

|
Caunse, 1951 1 1962 1963
|
|
Whooping Cough . L o i I T S o 2 I 3 o
Meningococenl Infections 8 | 4 [
(Other General Diseases ... .. : ] | ] 4
Meni ~PEE P ARl TR 1 | 2 1
Other Diseazes of the Mervous Swvstem 2 | 2 i 7,
Digeases of the Circulatory E:.ulem ; B | s
nfluenza ... .. : i 1 1
Pneumonia (except of new-born) 21 15 20
Bronchitis . 3 1
Other Diseases of the Rupiratonr S_ﬂ:lem 1 | 2
Guaﬁfﬁgﬂ“dm of the Digestive S e 8 1 : i
ther CABES 5 tive Syatem .. .. .. ..
H hritis and Nephrosis . ] ; o
r Dizseases the Genlto- l.]'rln.nry Sylbcm i 1
Dl.‘lﬂ!ﬂ aof the Skin .. 5
Diseases of Bones and Organs of Movement 1 x
Congenital Malformations .. 3 20 18 21
Birth Injuries, Asphyxis, and Infections of New-born Th G0 47
Other Diseases of Early ]nfa.n::r 53 1 44 5T
l]]-dtﬂnnd Conditiens ., .. . 1 |
Externnl Causes .. . i b
b o1 5 S U N PR 1946 172 177 =
APPENDIX V., tories, and lhﬁt"wﬁ lamv;:;f umma Flll'l I‘dﬂlﬂ hll.E
given us a detac ilding in sui
REFPORT GF‘ THE GOVERNMENT ANALYST FOR would have completely solved all mr s
THE YEAR ENDED 3irn JUNE, 1954, Unfortunately this particular proposal E m hun

Staffl.—The staflf remained relntively unchanged during
the year, with the exeeption of the appeintment of Mr.
(G, J. Joy B8 a temporary technical nssistant. Mr, J. ]-I
Taylor, chemist, is taking some urih-e-r chemical studies
at the University of Tasmanin, and Mr. Joy is completing
a diploma course in appliad I:'I'I:l'ﬂin.l:r:.' at the Hobart
Eec_hnin] College, both with the aid of some time off

uties.

It was proposed during the year to provide a new
building to house the laboratory. A gmg deal of time
was spent with the architects in planning new labora-

drupped, and at the time of writing other plans are afoot.

Waork af the Braneh.—There was a amall drop in the
number af samples (24489) submitted to the Branch com-
q\hved with the previous year, when the total was 553'3

@ fall was registered in the numbers of fosds, seils and
waters, but plant nutrition and 'Ilml analy
t.uxlmluﬁr Bﬁeﬁhﬂdﬂ nthnultun liming ma
drugs a wed incresses.

Mere numbers however, are not a true reflection of
the work of the Branch, as advisory and consulting work
is & considerable item in the activities.

human
als and
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show the relative numbers and

following tables
sources of the samples examined—
Table Q—f.—Malerials Examined,

%lllt- “nutrition lnl.lym

Human toxicclogy .
Animal nutrition analyses .. .
Dﬂl&l and medicines

ﬂrimlnl.l hmtinﬂmls
Animal l:at 2,

Liming mate
Soaps and disinfectants
Human milks i
Petroleam pmdueh
lill.nﬁlll.uwu industrial mater-

Pn-ﬂlhan ¥ I.... nd ndt

Minerals, metals a ments
Bewage and huh B
Biochemical tests | R
%‘oddn e

IIHJ.EI an e T
Buil materials ... ... .. .
Industrial hygiens

Tha
h18

Table O—II.—Sourees of Saemples.
State Departments:

&lﬂmultnru

P-a.'lht

Eardru-Elactﬂc Gnmmiuinn
%upp!: and Tender

ki S
s,tﬂmu tural Bank .

l...lhmlrud Industry
Prices Branch

Commonweatlh ]]!partmantl.

C2LER.O,

Trade and Customs .
Lighthouses I..Il.d H“Ipthn
Navy ... ...

Pharmacy Board
%Iw Coeneils and Local Authorities

Is and Institutiona =

Child Welfare Centres .
Private

Persons and Firms

730
450
163

(PPNt

Table O—Ilf.—Food and Drug Act Analyzes,

fdehn !'nllln'wi umﬁw; the mulh of mulm
samples n inlly duri ins
of the Department of Public Hu'l.ﬁ and fo?l.l. authorities—
Foodsiuf i, No. below
recelved standsrd
Baking powder ... 1 i
E 1 1
1 .
] 4
T 2
9 1
i 2
4 !
[ 1
2 :
)
B 1
20 4
4 :
3 .
emm :Im: o 2 1
Jams and jullien z T
Lard . 1 v
Hl‘l'ﬂ:rine [ 3
Meat 1 ;
ﬁ{ 331 m
{evaporated ) & 1
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Mo No. below

Foodatuft pecelvald wtkmadard

Bauces, spices and condiments 10 1
Sausa and saveloys, &e. az 16
8 8 3 1
ripe PR 8 [}
i T e b e 2 1
Wines and apirits ... L] )
445 126

The percentage of samples which failed to comply with
the a.tan.dnrdn of the Food and Drug Regulations (25-5
per cent) is again high, the proportion in the previous
yioar being 26-1 per cent. This of course is not a complete
alrerali picture of the State’s food sapplies, as the

nn'?linx with the exeception of milks, is not altogether

om sampling. In many cases snmples are taken where
thare are grounds for suspicion, or =ampling iz concen-
trated more on articles that are subject to adulteration.
Alsa, a number of the infringements arve fallures 1o
cum:phr with Iabelling requirements.

Milk and sausages were again the articles most found
wanting. The former will be dealt with below. There
was continued sausage sampling activity by inspectors,
and half of the samples were found deficient in
meat content, with oceasionally eoxecss of preservative,
compared with two-thirds below standard in 1952-3. Too
many sausages in this State to-day contain excess of added
water and cereal filler, which dilute the meat content,
while the meat itself if often of inferior grade. A
I‘requent o Il.h'l.‘t. by consumers iz excessive shrinkage
in cooking. Both water and high fat content contribute
to this. Amendments to the regulations, designed to
limit the proportion of fat in the meat used, may help
to save the onee sueculent sauvsage from complete spoil-
ation.

The uvndesirable practice of using strongly alkaline

rborate solutions for bleaching tripe, nned in most
tates over twenty years ago, raised its head again. The
use of peroxide removes the unattractive dark colour of
tripe, but u in the form of the strongly alkaline
perborate it leaves behind a residue of boric acid and in
addition the alkali causes the absorption by the tripe of
much exira water, with consequent prejudice to the con-
sumer. The examination of gamples of tripe resulted in
warnings to various butehers, and the adoption of auit-
able regulations to safegunrd the position,

Two samples of butier contnined more than the per-
mitted amount of water, and two samples of margarine
econtained artificial colour. A sarvey of the icing sugars
on the local market revealed no undue dilution with starch
or farinacecus material. Four samples of flavouring
esgence were defieient in lemon oil or eitral respectively.
Imported smoked fish was examined for the prohibited
harmful colouring matter " Butter yellow ', with negative

results. Nine samples of apiritz, previously tested by
the inspectors, proved to b considerably watered.

Bome attention was given during the year to the
examination of certnin foods liable in processing and
handling to acquire dirt or filth. This type of contamina-
tion, which iz found mainly in floor, catmeal and other
mml products, and certain other packaged foods, is
probably a greater menace to health than some forms of
adulteration. It consists usually of rodent exereta and
accompanying hairs and various unclassified dirt. Noth-
ing alarming was discovered in the few samples examined
in the course of routine testing, but a systematic survey
would be well warranted, For the expeditious handling
of many samples some special equipment is required.

Milk—A summary of the results of analyses of milk
samples taken thmu*:hnut. the State under the Food and
Drugs Act s given in the following table:—

'hiemaleal iesis No. of Por comt
ARmMples ol edal
Conform to stundards 208 5]
Dieficient in fat only 1] L]
Sub-standard in non-fatty solids
and/or total mlldm not watered ] 216
Wabered 5 R 1 0-4
4 274 1000
Redoctase test H hmj—
onformed 52
‘miled 2
Other tests (dirt, &c.) . 3
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The figures for chemical teating give cause for mixed
feelings.  Whilst it is wery satisfactory that only one
deliberately watered milk was -jemtad the proportion
of sub-standard unwatered milk, ie., mﬂﬁ helow standard
as it eomes from the cow, has increased. The trond during
recent years la ma follows;—

Per ceml wf
Viar betal
ARmpElEs

1946 2-0
1947 s T 11:1
1948 For e s EH
1945 (first 6 months) ... . .. 12D
1948-50 R R ek e -0
1960-51 B-h
1961 -5k B
1962-53 1d-1
1963-54 21-5

Several factors nr- enr h:- Iua M*Nhﬂhlt. hut the main
one is the incréased practice in the dairying industry
to make use of breeds of cow, notably Friesians and mixed
breeds, which yield milk of relatively low solids content
alleit often in large quantity. This is not surprising
when payment is for quantity with noe regard to quality.
There iz a scascnal trend in the eomposition nwilk,
resulting in higher or lower solids at certain times of the
year.  Investigations by the Dairy Branch of the Depart-
ment of Apriculture have shown that the fall ia very
marked in Tasmania in late summer and late winter,
when the natural pastures have a low nutrient value. The
reault of this is that the milk of many cows in the low
quality yield class may fall below the standard at thess
t:mnsimpmtmul,alh in non-fatty solida. How far this
CRR remiediad by the feeding of concentrates or
improved animal husbandr ]iraeljeu generally is nob
clear, and the whole matter 18 the subject of much thought
by all coneerned.

It is noteworthy that the great majority ﬂf the officinl
uamj!lll._u which have n found J|;p-|: sub-stondnrd in
thiz way hawve been from small hcrdn and from cans
sampled on 1|r]t'-‘|:-r&;: i, before bulking, at depots. When
the milk has been bulked in large wolume, the proportion
of betbor quality milk outweighs the rest, and the
deficiency is ironed out, Thiz may paint to a temporary
soluton of the problem until a permanent remedy is found,

Sevoral actions were instituted by local nuthorities
npninst vondors of thiz sub-standard milk. In one case
it was necesaary for me to give evidence in eourt to defend
the legal chemienl standard for milk which, it was con-
tended, should be lowered.  Altheugh a conviction was
recorded in the test case, the position is one for grave
concern from the aspectz of both ehild nutrition and the
stutus of the logal standard for composition of milk.

It is desirable that the milk supplies of the Eute
ahould be more widely covered by sampling, especially b
the taking of samples regularly by local authorities |r|.
the smaller towns.

Agricultural Chewmistry.

Soile.—This branch of the weork continoed bo be
fairly heavy, a total of five hundred and eighteen (51B)
samples being dealt with m red with 578 the previous
year. This number was “f of farm and orchard
soils submitted hy officers c:rf the Extension Servies of the
Department of Agriculture and farmers (324), glass-
house soils (108) mainly from the Hortieulteral Division
of the Department, soils from the Agronomy Division
l{g: Plant Pathology (11), and Forestry Department

There is o close linison between chemists of this Branch
and officers of the various divisions of the Department
of Agriculture, so that adviec and information on sofl
fﬂrtli;ﬁ' and treatment are usunally given o farmers,
orchardists and other members of the public only after
all sides of the problem have been examined. The study
of zoil analysiz ns o help to farmerz and horticulturists
is being continued by Mr. K. M. Stackhousge. Only field
trials and experimental plots provide the final verdict on
the requirements of a particular soil. These are not
often undertaken by the farmer (although an increasi
tendency to do s0 has been noted) n.nlﬁ our knowledge
field responses from comparalle soils is often limited.
Nevertheless it is hoped to build up a fund of information
relating =0il analyses with known feld responscs to
fertilisers.

Many of the soils examined were tested for lime status.
The modern view iz that pH is not the sole criterion of
this, but the available calcium must be taken into com-
sideration. The number of =oil samples examined over
the past few ra is beginning to give a fair picture of
the overall caleium status of most af the cultivated paris
of the State,

A considevalle amount of work has been done agai

this year on glasshouse soils in the labora and in the
field with the Horticultural Division. This comprised
nitrogen and potash nutrient balance in mnmu:tln with

yield of tomatocs, water-zoluble salts in heawvily
sofla wwld general advisory work for nurserymen.

Al certain times of the year thore is an almost
strenm of members of the l'urnﬂrﬁn and orchardist
munily, and home gardencrs g advice and Infnr-
mation at the laboratory.

Plant Cheniatry.—This scetion of the ¢ showed &
considerable inerease in the number of compared
with the prev tous year, three
(228) spegimens compared with 221, The | ty
agmin_ apricot leaves and frait for the Flant
Fathobogist in connection with brown rot
Potash has been shown to e i‘ir.'t-ur in
and the svailability. of a fame photometer to make the
large number of determinations greatly

reduced the labour and time involwved

I'qulllﬂ

Anieal  Notrition  awd  Toricological  Analgres—The
total number of specimens cxamined duﬂgﬂ:‘h E?r
under this hewd was one hundred and twu'!gon i )
OF these eighty (80) wore livers and bloods and
sheep, submitted by the Veterinary Branch of the Btﬂrt-
ment of Agriculture, for d-uionmnniim: of copper and/or
cobalt in connection with troce wark.
;‘L_I congiderable amonnt o{l time has haﬁ W n this
aberalory to improving the accuracy and speed of eopper
determinations with the aid of more specific reagents and
izolation of interfering elements.

'It;'he mllnn farty-threc t-iis} nm:;ﬁm- were uﬁn?:td
wi rexl o supmh.'m‘l pu&nnm nova arm
animals and domestic Tﬁﬂﬁ rll?hn
veterinary officers, ln.lllw lmd. I'ﬂ!ﬂhrl of

five cases araenic was detected, strychnine JI'I

in two cases abnormal coneontration of nitﬁhh
wus responsible,

Dieterminations  of
fodder plants and weeds suspectad of animals
have revealsd some interesting red.  Am
from 2-7 to 86 per cent of the dry matter mlnl] a8
potaszsium nitrate) have been found in samples of vari-
gated thistle, 1-4 Ee:r cent in catz, and much as 17-3 per
cent in one aamp of alender thi:ll'.'lm T'Iu al cauze
of this abnormal accamulation appears to be

alender thistle was wing in a ca -l.llll tlu oats
had been ::1:11'r|u|zed]E!'_:,|'|3 E wned"k-‘!fl'w

Farenaie Cﬁrml-a#rya—Thum was nn increase in the
numhcr of specimens nnd&nhlb:ts m[mlnud in mnnirl?un
with coroners enquiries, thirty-seven cnases involv
» hundred and seventeen (117) specimens mi'm:-t wilx
35 and B8 in the previeus year,

In L;{fﬂleeu casea sitive results for j
ol T s,

© a enolic preparations

barbiturate [l}pchtoﬂl T1) and oyanils (0}

There were eight eases in which the mmluﬂnn of
body fluids for alechol was required. These were all in
connection with fatal accidents with motor 1'-d'|lu:lu. This
work is now better recognised in this State in determining
whe;‘hcr[l PEFEOT Iu:.u ﬁ:umadh:lwhul and §if how
m n wiEn L =01
tn:fa ahow:ie ﬂ“ % u? wﬂ&:
vietins of m-d m:idunu had ulmn cOnd amounts,
which would eause them to be *under the influence™.

There has beon s rovival of intercst lately, both in
Australin and England, on the part of those

with romd safety, in the blood and urine tests for
It scema

mi

the mmentrlhnn u:l 'nitrl.t-a- in

utmﬂ'l in drivers of motor vehicles,

1 umptive standards may have to he
THee Branch s Beoping. e with Jwlt (s mum
developmonts.

The numbér of articles examined in connection with
criminal investigations by the liee (563} showed a
decrense compared with the previous year (78). Cases
of suspected malicious poimm damlge Lo shoot-
ing incendiarizm and *hit a run ' secidents luuﬂl.-

tated the examination of a variety of materials, chiefl

paint and duee, textiles, fibres, seil and clul.hg:ﬁ
work and the subsequent gmng of evide

considerable amount of the time of Mr. M ﬁ;p
and myself.

Water Somples and Investigalions.
A total number of two hundred and seventy-three (278)
waters were examined. These came mainly from private
perstng, local authorities and government departments.

.
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and other country water supplies accounted
of the first, and in many easea advies regarding
res to m‘rrud’. t‘nrbiditg, colour, hardness
other faults was given. A number n-f
w towns’ supplics were teated
rinking purposes. The Fisherics
Division ur.ﬁl for Scientific and Indoustrial
Btaun_h submitted a number of samples in connection
with their work on the culture of trout and other fish

E
i

A the existing analyses of naturnl waters
mmﬂll;a.th of the State haz hnn ecompiled. This will
this Branch and the Public
ineer's Eranch. Some gaps remain
ormation on the water supplies of
some of the smaller towns.

Du

rl.nr;.ﬂm year the Beaconsfield Council commenced
with fluorine in the form of

{5 e e b i g A e
- peE [l 11 r an inspection
tlw addition and testing are well
S Ar that regular woekly and later,
Tul.da in thiz laboratory. is

breaks when the Couneil
¢ supplies or the plant was

d nttention has been given during the
O nt e ave Predmiintly! traphts T tha

water are uent O T
'lnulbwr in eonnection with mmm?'nlnu of seepnge from
mcent draing, sewers and septic tank efluents, The
of extremely delicate tosts for the organic constituents
sewage has proved satisfactory.

This Branch has been able to aszist the Hydre-Electric
izgion in several ways during the year with analyses
and -u_hlu in ecomnection with problems arising from its

55&"

1

g

connection with the growth of aguatic mossea which
es the flow in the I!-II'II.]I and races of the works in
mtni highlands, it was arranged to make regular
the water at a number of points ever a period
t twelve months. The opportunity was avaibed
.E cleaning operations to magu:t the growth of

wvarious points, and also of corroszion in steel

._gga'
: z

4
55

Gl

(Analyses have been made of rust tubereules from
-niwl.lm at Tarraleah. One of these, from a 102 inch
rellnu is of particular interest az & rust of unusual

tion. The analysis was as follows:—

Air-dried rust—

Lm at 106°C (vater &c) . 282

] on dgnition 1365

Hlttgi‘nala calculated ag Hn,[iq 3285

Iron and aluminiom oxides {Fe-,D
ALy : e e LR
qu':' Id‘ m -
inm ox - :

TR T 255

10409
The high manganese eontent is very steiking. In this
o0 ﬂmﬂ: done by the Etnur,REutﬁdur of Vie-
toria laborstories has shown a very high manganese con-
tent in the aguatic mosses which grow in the canals at

high elevations. The surface water in the central hi
Innd districts of Tasmania iz not unduly acid (pH E-I:I-GEE]
but carries small amounts of vegetable acidic material
E.:Irlmmubuth'h.lmunmm!.nhdlua rl[tu
he for-

d traces of iron and manganese in solution
mation of rust with =o muefnmmnh:au in its composi-
tion as the one deseribed above geems romarkable,

Waters, rust tas and anti-freeze mixztures have
also been examined in conn th the corrosion of
egolers in tranaformer stations and atlask in the radiators
and m&iﬁt systems of tractors in the highlands,

pa, Cleanting Materials, fe—An anaiytical survey

vrau m of soaps nnd cleaning materiols which were on

offer for use in %ovummrmt institutions. Twenty-four

‘soaps of various kinds and two polishes were submitted

to analysis and test. Several linez which have becn

faveu for o number of ra In certain inslitutions

were shown to be uneconemie, usually on account of the

ﬂmmuhun of muech water. A fist of recommended

g - was made, but the most satisfaclory outcome was
lhn uuml-ﬁum of specifications for dish-washing, genoral

cleaning, and laomdry soaps. As o result of eonsideration
which has iwen to the disinfectant speetfications in
this laboratory, it is expected that the disinfectant con-
tracts for government supplles will be placed on a more
satisfactory basis.

Soveral appliances for the destruction of household
insects such as flies and cockroaches were tested. These
depend on the slow vaparisation of lindane or gammexane,
the gamma isomor of benzine hexachloride, with or with-
ont para dichlorobenzene, in a- suitable u.% aratus contain-
ing a amall heating clement or light bulb, which ean be
placed in a closed room. In general, the claima of the
maukers were not unwarrnnted, but in one or two coses
it was considered that there was insufficiont warning on
the directions for use, especially regarding the visks
invalved in the exposure of food lo the vapaurs,  Stress
should be Inid on the nesd to nveid nndue exposure to the
fumes on the part of the persons uzing the applinnees,
and the fact that they are fumigators and are not suitable
for continuous use in living or working quarters.

Information, Ceommittecs, &e—As usunl the Branch
haz provided a wide range of information and adviee on
chemical matiers to other departments and members of
the public. Ewvidenece has been given in court in s number
of civil and eriminal cases and inguesis. [ hove attended
meetings of the Food Standards Commitiee, the Ferti-
lisevs, Siock Medicinez and Pesticides Boards, and Con-
ferenees on milk standards and berry frubts.

In conclusion, I wish to express my appreciation of the
sﬁ]cﬂdlql eo-operition of all members of the stall during
E VAT,

H. HILL, F.A.CI, ARLC,
Govermment Analyst.

APPENDIX V.

REPORT OF CHIEF HEALTH INSPECTOR FOR THE
YEARL ENDED 3rn JUNE, 1964,

Beveral changes in the personncl, and fransfer of siaff
were effected.

Mr. D. C. Lovegrove formerly Health Inspector to the
Burnie Couneil was appointed to replace Inspector K. M.
Hickman who was transferred from Dovonport to Hoelbart,
Inapoctor Lovegrove is now stationed ai the Town Hall,
Burnie. Cadet Inspector P. L. Enott was transferved
temporarily to the branch office in Launceston.

Owi to the diffieulty in procoving the serviees of
walified officers, health inspeetions in the G-mrﬁe Tawm,
ttadale, Now Norfolk and Kingborough Municipalities

have beon performed week by Inspectors of the
permanent staff. With Richmond Municipality partici-
gﬂim in the Government Medical scheme, Mr. T. P,
mith was appointed a pari-time Health Inspector for
the Municipality.

Sanitary Swurveys, Speeial aind Follow-up Tnapeetions,

These were carried cut in all Municipalitics. In the
course of the visits, advice was given to local Inspectors,
and attention directed to the quality of domestic water
supplies, protection from contamination of food im
staughterhouses, butchers' shops, bakehouses, restanrants,
milk shops, hotels, eating houses, &c.

The dispoaal of ni htm";l refuse, and droinage was also
inquired into, as well as housing conditions, the installa-
tion of bacteriolytic tanks, and sanitation at schools, halls,
tourist resorts, recreation nds, reserves and heaches.
When nutmry, Local Authorities were andvised of
matters reqoiring imp.'rmrement and later follow up inspec-
tions wwre made to sscertain if vequivements had beon
complied with. Dotails of the inspections {which exclude
those earried cut by part-time [nspeclors en i
Municipsl Distriets whore health services are directly
controlied by this Department) are shown as follows:—

Moo of Matters requir-
Inspecibom= Ing atientlen
Bacteriolytic  tank sewerage
schemes . ! . i 2
Bactoriolytic tanks im‘luqlim;
ana and sites 1801 189
Ba hn:uuaeu. 180 68
Buatchers' sho 275 BG
Puhblie hnlldingn uul plans 53 45
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o, of Mutters reguir-
Inspecilons Ing atiention

Boarding houses .. ... .. : 36 18
Dairying premises and milk

depots . : 76 16
Dwmestic inspections e 1 an
Dirninage i i M 144 G&
Food premiscs e e =l T23 42
Fruit proctssi factories ... 10 1
Garbage tips and sites .. .. .., 74 18
Hairdressing establishments ... 0 o
Haospitals, inspection of utensils [ o
Land subdivisiona ... ... = a
Licensed premises 211 a8
Miscellaneous ... <4 s 145 42
Mutton bird premises T4 18
Ofensive trades ... .. .. .. 334 102
Places of public Entertainment 314 111
Regerves, beaches, show and

recreation grounds . 176 42
Sale yards Z e 10 1
Sanitary depots and services 76 17
Scl]t.[;r]p sheds ; 34 ]
Schools ) , 210 46
Spirit (alcoholic) tests 1381 1]
Stables SR 14 3
Water supplies LT

One hundrved and forty-two orders were served under
the Public Health Food and Drugs, and Plices of Public
Entertainment Acts requiring improvement in conditions,
These were eomplied with with two excoptions.

In one instance Imldprl:rceedinge. were instituted, and
the defendant was foun ullty and a fine amounting to
£4 Ba. 6d. was ;I'hpu.i-l.*dl. ction Wik u!w l:.nbmn whnn f
person failed fo comply with the provisions of The Places
of Publie Entertainment Aet.

Health Inspectors.

The shortage of gqualifiod Health Inspectors still con-
tinues. At lenst four Municipal Councils roguire corti-
fiecmted officers, and further vacancies will oceur in the
coming year, Classes of instruction are being continued
at the Hebart Technical College, for persons wishing to
obtain health and food certificates.

It iz expected that examinations will be held in Decem-
ber next, when it s hoped that the shortage of qualified
persons will be relieved. crs of the permanent stafl
at all times offer technieal nssistance to ungualified
Inspectors, and the Department has sanctioned the atben-
dance of part-time inspectors at Headquarters to further
inerease the knowledge, and experience required in their
duties.

Drainage.

Disposal of househeld sullage, and bactericlogical tank
efffuent is still one of the major problems to be contended
with in unsewered Southern suburban districtz. With the
inereased number of dweollings constroeted in recent ¥a,
on small alletments of land which are unsuitable for
drainage absorption, the only cutlet for wastes is either
into earthern table drains when it lies stagnant, and
causes p nulsance, or inte o concrete  stormwater
channels where often the position {2 not mueh better
vwing to poor distribution. The present position is
further likely to deteriorate unless al Aunthorities in
the near future realise their responsibilities, and provide
lﬂi!?llltl! sewerage systems to deal with this urgent
health problem.

Bacteriolytio Tanka.

One thousand five hundred and ninety-three bacterio-
Iytie tanks were installed in the mljnrl.l{'ﬂnf Municipali-
ties throughout the State. This number showed an
increase one hundred and seventy over last year's
réeard.  Three hundred and thirty-nine of the total
installations were effected in the Municipality of Clarenes.

A dry type of tank iz now being marketed, and with
careful supervision should prove of considerable value at
premsises when =oil is unsuitable for absorption of a large

uantity of tank effluent. In nll cases it is necessary
or application for the installation of bacteriolytic tanks
to be submitted through leeal Councils for approval by
the Director of Publie Health before the constrostion or
installation of tanks is eommenced. Inspections have
been made, and reports furmished on propozed bacteriolytic
tanks sowerage schemes for the towns of St Helens and

Stanley.
Fowd amd Drgs, .
In July and Aupust, enquiries inte an outbreank of
Typhoid Fever on fh.e Mainland pointed to New Guinea

degiceated cocoanut being the channels through which the
disease was transmitted. Further information having

confirmed this, n thorough investigution was instituted
throughout the State, and a considerable number of
samples of this houschold commodity was obtained from
warious wholesalers, and stores, and submitted to bacterio-
legical cxamination.

The result of such examination disclosed that most con-
signments of a partienlar brand of New Guinea coccanut
was infeeted with dan Between
five and six tons of
and condemned as being unfit for human o
Objection was raised to the seizures by several wholesale
firms who resorted to legal action, in an I.ttl'::lﬁ to have
the food returned to them. However, the Cou decizion
was that the mction the artment was legal,
a0 the seized cocoanut was destroved fire.

Food other than the above, seized, condemned and des-
troyed consisted of alecholic spirits one s
alcoholic apirits (13), scallops lbs and mutton
2732. Twelve 4 s casks intended for use in
packing of mutton birds were considered unfit for
purpose and destroyed.

Four hundred and seven samples of food, including
hundred and fifty milks were procured for analysis.
thizs number twenty milks were found un
and one contained added water. Warnings were issued in
respect to under-standard samples, and Ei'l-l B
instituted in the case of the adulterated sample.
conviction the vendor was fined with costs £156 13s. 6d.
Regarding other foods, ninetesn \lmlﬂfl were Iwﬁ
and legnl nction in seven instances, resulting in fines
pnmlm .?“grkl.i :I-u the nmudnttﬁ £81 Bs. Th“ :
ins on of mi cpots, an procuring m
samples in Hobart depots 'h:nu considerably improved the
milk supply. The regulation providing for sealing
u:l'gn:l:liiners conveying wholesale milk to depots has been
rescinded.

i

g Eg

Mutton Bird Industry.

An officor of this Department made the usual
inspection of premises at the wvariouzs Islands in the
Furneaux Group where mutton birds, are processed for
sale. From the inspections it was found that the owner-
ship of a number of processing sheds had changed hands
between sensons, particularly these on which orders had
been served on owners for improvements or renewsls,
without the new owners being informed of the orders
served, with the result that conditions were found similar
o those prevailing duﬁ“gh the previons season. In order
to avoid a repetitton of this gri:t‘i.u in future years the
co-operation of the Lands and Surveys’ t who
izaue and transfer occupation licences for the sheds, has
been seught, and copies of this year's orders served made
available in an effort te prevent the izsee or transfer of
licences before the orders are complied with.

Plaeeg of Public Entertatnnient Ael,

The Committee of officers of the Hobart Fire
Hobart City Couneil, and this Department has
and reported om forty-nine planz of Places of Public
Entertainment.

The majority of these were in t to Memorial Halls
P to be ¢rected in various Municipalities. Recom-
mendations made by the Committee to the Director of
Public Health are generally accepted and forwarded for
the information of the Loecal Authorities concermed. On
completion of the buildin the halls are inspected by

artmental officers and found to oo with regu-
lations are then approved for a leence by Director of
Public Health {as required by an amendment to The Places
of Public Entertainment effected during the year).

Conclusion.

In conclusion I desire to thank the staflf, council clerks
and local health inspectors for their co-operation a
azsistance throughout the year,

H. H. PARKER, M.E.S.L.,
Chief Health Inspactor.

APPENIIX VI
Sehool Medical Serviee.

The work of the School Medical Serviee has continued
along the lines set out in carlier years. Few drastic
changes in organisation have been thought necessary.
More stress has perhaps been laid on the importance of
porsonal contmct with children, parents and teschers and
thers is little doubt that members of the staff are build-
ing up an excellent relationship with these groups.
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Staff —Dr. Diana Starr resigned in March, 1054 and
has unfortunately not yet been i laced. ring her two
rs serviee' Dr. Starr examined children in all North-
est Const schools ms well as conducting Child Welfare
lﬁlihiﬂg at lllumiu. ﬂFm efflcient "15 ﬁih.'lh} hr;udt:nl -:E:'Emr
r. Starr is greatly missed particular @ sisters
with whom she worked.
Dr. Dorothy Long held the position in Launceston for
- three months and ':'-Dr. Margaret Wilson worked in the
North for a few weeks. Dir. Mary Young continued part-
time duties in Hobart while Dr. Valerie Davenport visited
e ) o ey i TR
routing n eity and country schools throogh-
out the south of the state.

A foll staff of thirteen school sisters has been main-
toined.  Sisters O'Shes, Holmes and MeDermott resigned
and have been by Sisters Hollingsworth, Nicholl
and Hewitt. This yenr an attempt has been made to
relieve school sisters of the burden of supervisi
seattored country districts by invith the assistance T:‘E
sisters holding positions at Bush Nursing and Child
Welfare Centres. This has proved moest satisfactory and
in many isolated districts has saved achool sisters much
Hﬂnﬁl travelling. As a result of this help it has been
possible to extend the school health programme to cvery

art of the state and we feel that a better serviee has

n given to the whele community.

Medical Exomiuations.—Statistics indicate that the
years work has been satisfactory, although the number
of children examined by medical officers was less than in
the previous record year when over 24 000 children were

seen.
Of the 19996 children examined thizs year, 10,222 (51
per cent) had defecta while 8774 wers normal. T

nlﬁd dental treatment and there were G096 physical

(o

It is known that 1234 have alrendy received dental
trentment and 1258 of the non dental defects have been
corrected. In addition 2325 dental and 1809 physical
defects notified in the previous year have been treated,

Summary of statistics of medical examinations:—

Total children seen ' e B 19,996
Mumber defective ... ... ... o 102822
Number normal T, 9,774
Defects—
A Dental .. kg T34
B Physical ... ... .. .. . 6,994
The following table shows the relative incldence of
physical defects discovered and notified to parents.
TABLE P,
Cagditinn Mumlsar
1. Orthopmedic ... ... A, 1678
Posture ... .. ... oo 1218
Enock knees and flat feet 602
SRR R T T
E:BIM derweight ... ... ... . gdag
t
reernhs: L i v 2561
3. Tonsils, Adencids and Cervical Glands ... 1176
Etf"hau- i e T e 11
B Conditions ... ... .. 407
R T L 230
7. Ear Defects ... .. . i 184
Hearing ... ... .. 210
Sy 08 L S b (] i
9. 8 ; 58
LI S T R R i i iy 47
Ly o e 37
12, Mental Stability ... b S g ks i3
F B S N ST S el Bl
Total Physical ... . GODG
The numbers of schools vigited and the children

examined by various medical officers were as follows: —

Gehools Chilldren

Dr. Heather Gibson ... . .. .. B2 8367
Dr. Diana Starr ... ... B 3 4104
Dy. Mary Young ... .. g 41 27040
Dy. Dorothy Long ; 20 2478
Dr. Valerie Davenport . 26 1520
Dyr. Margaret Wilson ... . ... ... ] Bl®
Totals .. 178 15,996

Bchool sistera continued to carry out modified medieal
inspections in schools where no medienl officer was avail-
able. They examined 1837 children of whom 900 were
defective, 468 requiring dental attention. B22 phyaieal
defects were notificdd to pavents and it 8 known that
many of these have been corrected, In addition, G04
dental and 1014 non-dental defects notified by school
siaters in the year 1962-53 have been treated.

In routine wisits to the schools, sisters have made
BG.832 contacts with children and treated 2571 minor
easnalities,

Home visiting has continued, 4150 wizita being made to
parents in their homes, 2877 in the follow-up after medical
inspections and 1782 for other purposes.

_Every encouragement has been given Lo parents to
vigit the school to interview the gister and medieal officer,
1748 parents did so during the year, 1332 at the time of
the medical inapection of entramt children. The walue
aof thizs method of Health Eduoeation is becoming increas-
ingly obvious and it is hoped to extend it to the parents
of other age groups later.

Tovoriesigad ioi—With the introduction of immuonisation
agninst Tetanus as well as Diphtheria, groups of children
requiring inoculation were very large in most city schools.
This entailed muoch extra work for members of the School
Medical Serviee stafl who have for some years, organised
the immunisation programme in the schools. Dr. Audrey
Officer was appointed by the Department to nssist the
City Health Officer in this work

B.C.G. vaccination was again offéered to school leavers
in zix Hobart schools. Dr. Margaret O'Brien conducted
these sessions and assisted by atafl from the Division of
Tuberculosia and a team of school a.1al-1-r-.|.,l vaccinated 527
children, o further 67 having shown a positive renction to
Mantoux Testing.

Goitre Survey.—In Mareh, 1554, Dr. F. W, Clements
returned to Tasmanin te assess the results of five yoars
of goitre prophylaxis. Considerable timme was devoted by
school medical officers and sister to the organisation of
this survey when OVET 20,000 school children throughout
the State were examined in less than four weeks.

Sunshine Home—School sisters have continued their
metivities In connection with the selection of children
requiring holidays at the Sunshine Home. During the
year 201 children enjoyed three wecks holiday on the
recommendation of school medical officers and  sisters.
They came from b4 schools and in many cases all arran
ments for their admisalon, ineloding provision of suitable
clothing were in our hands.

Conelugion.—Throughout the year every effort has
been made to consolidate the friendly relationship already
eqtablished between the sehoo]l medical serviee and associa-
ted sections of other departments. rts from ami:&l
clinies have been helpful and interesting and is is
that in time more details will be made available to us.
Mention should be made of the co-operation received from
the Divisions of Mental Hygiene and Tubereulosis, the
Vieual Aids and Physical Education seetions of the Eduea-
tion Department, the Commonwenlth Acoustie Labornma
qulmlhu Tasmanian Society for the Care of Crippl

ildren.

H. B. GIBSON, M.B., BS,
School Medical Officer.

APPENDIX VIII.
CHILD HEALTH SERVICE.

I have the honour to submit the following report on
Infant Welfare Work in Tasmania for the year ending
June 20th, 1954. The numbers, both indoor and cutdoor
visits, show n marked decrease. This is, no doubt, due
to the following reagons. There wore less babies born.
The Circular Head Contres were closed for eloven weeks
dus te shortage of staff. We have had less staff in the

higger Centres, too.

Staf.—At the end of June, 1854, there were 48 members
on the staff—44 doing full time duty and four part time.

Centres—There are still 92 Centres incloding  the
travelli units, Changes are as follows. KRedpa and
Marranwah are ngain being conducted by the Bush Nurs-
ing Sisters, New Contres started—Upper Burnie, Boat
Harbour and George Town, There were so few bal at
Cresay that it was felt that more help eould be given at
George Tewn and [ think the George Town numbers for
only nine months work is proof of this. With the staff
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available and only one Departmental car it was impossible
to do both places. Cressy babies can get to Longford or
Launceston more casily. Franklin was made into a
travelling unit and Wilmot started ns o new one.  Resident
Histers were placed ot Deloraine and Wynyard during the
year. New buildings opened were Bellerive and Dynnyrme
in March, 19854, nalley is completed but not opened
and the building at South Hobart is almost finished.

Cars—Deparimental ears number ten, of these nine
are Holden Cars and one Bedford Utility. There were
five new cirs supplicd this year—Replacements at Smith-
ten, Launceston and Scottsdale, cars Deloraine and
Devonport. The Utility st Ulverstone was replaced by
a Holden car which was not new. Fourteen private cars
are being used om district work for which the Health
Department pays mileage.

Tefant Rirthe and Mortalily Rales.

Numbser of Infami Mortalliy
Hlrihs Hade G
1849 T110 23-90
1950 7242 £1-76
149651 TA5T 214
1862 TH16 219
1963 TTE8 2.8

Although there is n slight inerease in the Infant
Mortality rate for 1953—it is the second Jowest on record
for Tasmuanin.

Ivimnnipation.—Triple antigen iz now in use at the
Moonah Cenlre.  This eombines Diphtherin, Whooplng
Cough and Tetanuz, Vaccinntions have also been done.
There were 717 children immunised and 54 vaceinated for
the year. This shows an inerease of four in the immuni-
sution and cighteen in the vaceination against Smallpox.

Maothereraft Leclures fo School Givle—These |ectores
were given to girls from 44 achools and 530 atudents were
sucecasiul in the examinations and recelved certificates.
Jlll.'i.!]“ I.r; the I‘.nru'a(:t. books and the examination papers
submitbed, more girls seem to iy showing greater interest
in Infant Welfare.

Correapondence . —Letlora relating to nll branches of the
work have been received and answered in all centres
throughowt the State.

Pre-gehool Children—Goitre tablets are given to each
child from one-year until sehool age— (It will be interest-
ing to note the results when these children reach adult
age)—The water in Tasmania is lacking in fodine and
theas tabletz are given as a goitre prevention.

Student Nuwrnos—36 Trainee Nurses have completed
their !ml. radunte course for the year. these, 32
were Trom the Mothereraft Home and four from Calva
Hospital. Each student has three weoks on district wo
and is tutored by the Infant Welfare staff,

Mothereraft Nurzes vecelve one year's training ni the
Mothereraft Home or Calvary Hospital, This year we
have commenced practieal cookery elaszses for theas
studentz as it was felt that the theoretical instructions
given by the Dietitian was not suffieient to enable them
to cope satisfactorily in the homes. There is o walting
list for entry to the training schoals.

Cousulting Doetora—Dr, J. Millar, Hobart and Dr. K.
Wall, Launceston, attend the Infant Welfare Centres at
regular intervals. We thank them for their help and
eo-operation. Unfortunately Dr. Diana Starr moved from
Wg:t;.'urd and, g0 far, hns not been roplaced at the Burnie
centro.

Retirements,—Sisters B, Marsh, R. Lade and H. Shoo-
bridge rotired from the staff during the year. Theyr have
given very uscful service over a number of s, We
wish them leng life and happiness in their retirement.

The norsing staff record their thanks and appresiation
of the help and co-operation of the Committes Members
in the various Centres throughout the Etate.

May I be permitied to record my thanks te * The
Karitane Products Soeiety ™', New Zoaland and our Health
wpartment for making it posaible for me to visit New

wland for two months and observe the work of the
Plunket Society there. [ cannot speak too highly of the
help and hmr:t:'li.l_',' extended to me daring my stay in the
Dominion. It was my privil to sew different phases
of this work in both the North and South Islands.

The nursing and members of the Public Health Dopart-
ment staff have, at all timea, been helpful and co-operative.

The following is n list of Centres, showing the number
of Child Welfare Bisters em at S0th June, 1954,
together with Country Centres visited during the year.

Centre mnd Omt-Slatlons Viked by Sisters m_ﬂ
Elutwra

Lenah Valley, West Hobart ... .. ..
Moonah

Glenorehy—

Claremont, Collingvale .. ... .. . . L
Sandy Bay—
Fern Eftlru, D;rnn:;rmE Kingston Beach,

ot W s

Znug, Tarcona, Bay LA
Bellerive —
Lindisfarne, Montagu Bay, Dunalley, Sorell,
Seven Mi bl A et R
Huonwille—
Eaﬁmh‘n. Cygnet, Dover, Ranelagh, Frank-
L0 e T | 2 S TR R R
Mew Morfolk—
Holi.'l’ulk Nerth, Bushy Park, Lachlan, May-
T e e e
Launceston—
Tavermay, Newstead, Perth, Sandhill, Mow-
bray, Trevallyn, L‘:.-nﬂnrd, Ewandale,

5]

Deloraing—
Woathary ... ...
Emithton—
Stanley, Irishtown, Forest, South Forest ...

Wynyard—
m!t Harbour, Somversst (oo i il
‘Cooeo, Wivenhoo, Ridgley, Upper, Eornie,
Hightlere, Montello, Btowport it Lo
Quesnstown—
GOTHARBIEIN. oo i iaaaia s misi el s
Beoltadale—
Derby, Branxholm, Bridport, Winnaleah ...
St. T
Fingn‘.tﬂathi‘nnn, Cornwall, Bicheno ... ..
por ;
Latrobe, Shefficld, Railton, East Devonport,
"Dok Hoad, Pork Botelly eyt &
UIvoratont .. o woe wis o
Campboll Town-Rosa ... ... ... .. ..
Pra Hatall i

Also Travelling Clinics working from:—

Bt. Marys, Ulverstone, Smithton, Burnie, Campbell
Town, New Norfolk, Bellerive, Launceston.

E. 0. FOSTER, SR.N,,
Supervising Sister.

APPENDIX IX.

REPORT OF MOTHERCREAFT HOME AND 'ﬂuﬁlﬂiﬂ
SCHOOL, isr JULY, 1863 TO 30t JUNE, 1954,
Forty-nine (4%} mothers with their babes, ineluding
four (4) sets of twins, availed themselves uﬁdr sErvices
in adustmint of feeding problemsa.

Ninety-six (88) Labes, withaut their mothers, were
admitted for treatment and establishment, including one
(1} set of twins.

_ Seven (T) premature babes were ndmitted for estab-
lishment and management.

Five (5) denths were recorded, including two (2) of
the premature babes, OFf the other three, one (1)
suffered from a gross fibrocystic condition, l“wﬁfg. were
Em;n;!lnlul heart condition, one of these also cleft
palate

Since the inception of payments theee has been a marked
decrease in the nombers of mothers: to some extent in the
numbers of babes without their mothers, execept during
the winter months when we are generally to eapacity
with & number of vory sick babes.

Fewer mwothers adjusting feedi
carlier months is resulling in more
turely ‘wean

ﬂﬁr:ug.tdh: in the
. which is a matter for rnl::h nﬁtﬁmp
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A the general nursery babes the f e
hllm:::lf]w in & hi ]}l?unhga o:l!. l.';nvfrml.lnmgnb:_:
a8 we always have o number of these, too difficult for their
mothers to nurse at home.

Fourteen young girls commenced their Mothercraft
lt:l-ilﬂ l.:lt_l' ng the year, ten gm} of ﬂlcr'rldr:g}‘in troin-
= [ ] 0r, one hind pﬂltpﬂﬂ tERin
cr:inq- to illness of parent, one resigned because of I'L':!E*
own illness, and two resigned through lack of interest.

Nine (9) Mothercraft students ed their years’
course, two of these failing te qualify in examination.
e er thro lack of interest,
their curriculum has been adjusted to include 12 practical
clazses in coo for the Pre-school Child, these classes
being held at the Elizabeth Strect Domestic Science School.

Thirty-two (32) Child Welfare Students complebed
training during the year, three of these failing to qualify
until a second attempt, when they were suceessful.

Two others resigned before completion of their four
months, one through sickness, one through lack of interest.

Eleven students commenced in the June, 1854 school,
but one has resigned to care for her suddenly orphaned
very young nephews,

The domestic situation has fluctuated to s greater degree
this year, and having no accommodation available for
them we are ham in our choice, It is moticeable that
staff with much distance to travel become overtired and
less reliable in performance of their duties,

Apart from two months in January and February, we
had n more stable year in regard to trained sisters, which
means a ﬁmt deal from the aspect of training the
dents. Unfortunately this is not a branch of nursing
t attracts many people to nme!n permancnt appoint-

as thizs work is unspectacular and very exacting,
ut the excitement and varied interests of pgencral
ing. This means an almost constant change in teach-
personnel, which is not in the best interests of the
CLIER

gE

?.»

E
g

ExE

We took much pleasure in receiving a new carpet for
hth? !etlnlhct'a Living Room, which now looks cosy and

A congiderable number of repairs have had to be
carried out in various parts of the building, some of
these following the heavy rains in June.

We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of three peram-
bulators, & new twin perambulator from our wing
Cirele, two second-hand ones from grateful parents. They
will e of much use in the better weather when babies
can be placed out on the lawns or taken for drives. On
dishanding, the Sewing Circle donated their two sewing
machines which had n]‘wu's been kept here—one of these
having been available for use by us

Two gifts of money—&S donated by Mr. Clifton Davies,
109 Summerleas Road, Fern Tree; and £10 donated by
Myr. and Mrz. M. J. Elake, Gla Mt Stuart Road, West
Hobart; were received, The former was to purchase
something for the Home and the latter for ristmas
Cheer for the Nursing Staff.

It iz with regret we received the resignations of the
members of our Sewing Circle—which has been in exis-
tance since 1927. As the Circle has not been functioning
this year, we had already made other arrangements in
regard to our baby sowing, but we wish to place on record
our sincere appreciation of their voluntary effort: over
many years.

Eincere thanks to Dr, John Millar and Dr. Newman for
their unfailing interest in the bahies, and for their
lectures. We a.lgm wish to thank Miss Shoobridge and Miss

Houvler for the time they have given to, and the interest
they have shown, in their Nutrition Lectureés to students.

E. M. LOCKE, Matron,
Mothereraft Home.

- Section Ill.—Report of the Tuberculosis Division for the year ended 30th June, 1954

NOTIFICATION OF NEW CasiEs 0F TUBERCULOSIS.

During the yvear under review, 203 new cases
of tuberculosis were notified to this Division, of
which 164 (81-2%) were pulmonary and 39
(18-8% ) non-pulmenary. e pulmonary cases
included 15 with pleural effuszion and the non-

emphasiged that a significant number of new
cazes is still being found in the over 65-age group,
particularly in males. There has been no signifi-
cant change in the ratio of sexes or type of
marital status of those affected.

pulmonary six with tuberculosis meningitis. It TABLE Q—1.
will be seen from Tables 1 and 2 that there has s
been little significant alteration in the incidence 3 C
of tuberculosis in the past five yvears, nor in the & % £ =
age groups of those affected. It had been hoped 3 i § £ . § 'Ei
that the majority of pulmonary cases notified EE Eé 3 rEE 5— 5:
would by now show only minimal disease, but
reference to Table 3 reveals that this desirable 20,650 210 158 BO-5 23 1?.{'
state has so far not eventuated and that the et e G e e
majority of new cases of pulmonary tuberculosis 30658 216 185 855 a1 144
have already moderately advanced disease. It is 20.6.54 208 164 812 30 158
TABLE Q—=2.
TABLE Showing Age, Sex, Form and Stage of Disease of Cazes Notified during the Year 1953-54.
Males. Famales. Total Persons. =

: - : | &

E 4 z E
Age Group.| _ Tl 4 : ﬁ : £ 3 ‘ 31| 1§ g

AEERE AR AN A RN
| I | !

Under 16 .| & ] || 1 5 13 4 2 b 11 ] | 5| 1| 10 26
15 to 24 .| 4 7 |I 1 | 15 | 18 10 |- 4 27 | 17 17 || Lk i ]
o5 to 84 .| & 8 1 4 18 7 i 1 5 | 22 | 12 | 17 I' 2 ] 40
35 to 46 .| 2 9 i 1 17 B i 2 4 17 8 15 | ali B 24
46 o 65 .| 2 11 3 | 3 19 3 4 ] 10 5 15 l g | & || zo
56 to 65 B | 1 ] g 1 3 J w | 1 | 1 i 12
Owver 65 .. 2 [t 14 1 3 2 1 q I M | 8 | 1 21
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(No. T0.)
TABLE Q—3.

Year e e Advanced  Total
1960-61  69=32-89¢ 10d==48-555 37=1T6% 210
18561-52  Hl==30-24: B5=HG2% 23=13-6% 169
1968-58  62=33-h"%% 18=53-0%% 25=1556% 180
1963-64  52=31-T% M=54-P%% 20=124%: 164

TABLE Q—d.
Sex ratio of new cases, Marital status—

per cent males— Married porsons 120
1060-61—53-8% Single 76
1051-52—6- 1% Widow or widower 5

1052-53—54"6%% Married
1853-54—52-07% (separated) .. .. a
ToTAL o 3

Modes of Discovery.

The notifications were received from the follow-
ing sources :—

Private Physician . an
Chest Clinics ; 18
Fubliz Hospitals t:mc]udmg Hop.u.lrlu.

tion Hospital) ...
Mass X-Ray Suru-y 3 ! % i1

It will be seen that the Mass X-Ray survey
continues to be responsible for the notification
of a large proportion of cases, the percentage
being 40 per cent of all pulmonary cazes as against
#2-4 per cent in the previous year. As a new
Masz Survey unit has been installed in the Royal
Hobart Hospital and begun covering all in- and
out-patients in April, 1954, it iz probably that
this service will, in future, be responsible for an
even higher percentage of new notifications.

Iniformation obfeined of Nobtifieation.

Ag usual, many persons were notified with
rather scant medical history, but from the infor-
mation obtained, it was seen that in 73 casea the
sputum was positive on smear or culture for
tubercle bacilli and that a familial history of
tuberculoais was given in 66 cazes. Home condi-
tions, where dezeribed, were good or fair in the
vast majority of cases,

Digposal of Notified Caseas.

Of the 164 new pulmonary cases notified, 120
were stated to require hospitalization; of this
number, 114 were actually admitted to hospital
as under :—

Tasmanian Chest Hespital .. . . 48
Northern Chest Hospital LR il
Repatriation General Hospital . ¥ 16

In two other cases, admnssmn was peﬂdiﬂz, two
patients refused Chest Hospital treatment, but
agreed to domiciliary supervision by Chest Clinies
and two patients were discharged home from
general hospitals.

Notification by Municipalifics.
As will be seen from Table Q—4a, the indus-
trialized centrez were responsible for the bulk of
new notifications.

Oecupations of New Notifications.
There was no occupation which appeared to
be a definite hazard as regards the development
of pulmonary tuberculosis.

Tuberenlogis Deaths during the Year.

Twenty-nine deaths were attributed to tuber-
culosis which gives a rate of nine per 100,000, as
compared with 11 per 100,000 in the previous
vear. Of the 29 deaths recorded, nine were from
cases notified during the year. In three cases,
the diagnosiz and notification was as the resualt
of post mortem examination. In three cases, the
cause of deaths was reported as tuberculous
meningitis. The continuing decline in mortality
is gratifying, but a similar decline continues to
take place in the other States of the Common-
wealth and in countries overseas,

Table Q—5 gives the age group and sex of
those who died from tubereulosis during the

VEar.

TABLE Q—5.

Age Group Mslea Femnlea Taotal
Under 15 years . 1 2 &
16-24 yoars ... .. o o
26-34 vemrs ... ... ... ... 4 1 [
A6-45 vears ... ... ... .. k] 1 4
Owver 45 years ... .. ... 18 4 17

TOTALS .. 21 & 20
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In addition to the above, accommodation was
also provided for six surgical cases at the Royal
Hobart Hospital, and additional bedz were avail-
able at Vaueluse Hospital for treatment of
Primary cases and eases of Pleurisy with
Effusion, 15 such cases being treated during the
year.

At the eloge of the year 1953-54, there was
accommodation awvailable for a  further 71
patients at the Tasmanian Chest Hospital and

Northern Chest Hospital, viz:—
Makes Females Teinl
Tasmanian Chest ]Iu;pltnl bial] 12 41
Morthern Chest Hospital 23 7 30
Totals 52 I_B E

It is perhaps the most significant feature of
this report that, at the beginning of the year
under review, there was a waiting list for beds
at the Chest Hospitals, whereas at the end of the
year, there were zeventy-ome empty beds, This
gituation is due to a combination of factors.

Firstly, patients on an average do not now

require such long hospitalization owing to the
results of chemotherapy; secondly, the increasing
number of patients who have been treated sne-
cessfully by either surgery or chemotherapy has
resulted in fewer perszonz being readmitted on
account of re-activation of their disease and,
thirdly, extra accommodation amounting to
twenty-four beds has been completed at the Tas-
manian Chest Hospital.

As a result of the number of beds available at
the Chest Hospitals, the proposal has been made
by the Honourable the Minister for Health fo
the Federal Minister for Health that the two
chest hopsitals should be integrated with the
Royal Hobart and Launeeston General Hospitals
and that they should accommodate convalescents
and cases of long term illness in addition to cases
of pulmonary tuberculosis,

Tuberculosts Allmerance.

Information supplied by the Commonwealth
Social Services Department shows that there
were 273 persons in receipt of the allowance at
the beginning of the year. During the year, an
additional 123 persons were granted the Allow-
ance and 180 persons cepsed to be eligible for
it, ao that at the end of the vear, there were 228
persons remaining on the Allowance, a nett
decrease of 45 for the year,

TASMANIAN CHEST HD‘SI-'?TAL. New Town,

Maintenance Expenditure for Finanéiol Yeomr
Ended 30th June, 1954.

| 5 d

Salaries and wages . 55,871 6 &
Medicines and prmrlaiun: 16864 & 11
Domestic maintenance . 4087 & 7
Financial charges 111 1 &
Maintenance equipment A28 T B
Maintenance huil :ng-.! & gn'r'l.llbd!- 22353 11 3
Incidentials 1,070 15 1
£85,190 17 0O

£2 13 3

Daily average cost per bed

Admissions, Re-Admizsions, Dischorges and
Denths,
Males Females Tatal
FPatients in Hospital on 1.7.58 42 bl L]
Patients .ﬂmllmﬂ durlm the
YOAr oo G2 L 129
Total treated . 104 118 =X
Pationts discharged durmg
the year . ... G2 (1] 130
Deaths during the year . . 4 1 8
On transfer at Ra:;.rn'l Hebart
Hospital . 2 B 7
Patients ﬁ.-mnmmg in Imapl
5 t.uil on EI:HE.B]:. { a6 44 . RO
miients diae nged a.;mnu
medieal advies 3 [ 1

Patients discharged for disci-

plinary reason .
Re-admissions for  special

treatment, i, surgieal ... 17 24 43
Re-ndmission for relapse fol-

lowing inactivity of disease s

for longer than three L

mnnu'!u. P e e 1 I i
Re-ndmission  for  similar

relapse | after more  than

three months  inactivit

amongst those dischar

inst medieal adviee ... 1

Daily average number resi-

dent during the year .. .., 42 46
Average length of m:dunm

of patientz discharged ... 2850 238

B

Stage of Discase on Admission.

Minimal ... .. 14
!{Meutt!;.r advanwd o B R
Ex 31: eal .. G
Dingnosis revoked it

Topal ol 128

Clinical and Bacteriological Stelus on Discherge.

Inactive .. wk Ea Sputum negative ... 120
Arrested ... ... 76 Sputum positive ... B
Active .. .. ooee M Result not available 5

Treatment Carried Out., ¥

Lobectomy and Thorumplular
Thnrn:-u-prl i
Pneummﬂ-:lm:r

Flombage
Enwrnmtn-mj

gﬁ HEEEEEEEE hl—rHHtﬂﬁ.ia

Brnnl:l'mac-upn:' Exununl.t:u:ln 1.

.F‘Mhniuépﬁ-—

Gastrie L.iﬂge e L
Gastrie Culture ..
Sputum Test . lidaml
Sputum mncutrntlnn -
eount, total and differential
Other smearas . . . eI, R
Uring bests oo o dnind e G aa ik
Giaalria- maaln: o o e e e

Endt?mply-—-

Tﬂmmphr

Physiotherapy—
Patients ondergoing ph:’unth-lrnp.r trutmnn't
during the year .. ..
Dental—
Complete dentures S5 e e B s e (e

Extractions . 160

Minor operations (removal of cyst, roots, &c.) ' 1F
Total Tresmtments ... ..
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General.

The most gratifying advance in the above
statistics is the great increase in the number of
major thoracic operations carried out: these
amounted to forty-three in the year under review
as opposed to twenty-one in the year 1952-53.
This advance has been made possible by the ever-
willing co-operation of the Thovacic Surgeon Mr.
Braithwaite, and it may now be zaid that just as
there iz no waiting time for admission to hospital,
g0 there is virtually no waiting time for thoracie
surgery, Statistics regarding treatment with
antibiotics and chemotherapy have not been
included as every case is given such treatment
unless there is any specific contra-indieation.

Staff.

Dr. Oaks resigned his poszition as Medieal
Superintendent in April, 1954, and Dr. Ciezar
was appointed Acting Medical Superintendent
in his place. So far it has not been possible to
secure another medical officer to fill Dy, Clezar's
position and much credit is due to him for the able
way in which he has single-handedly assumed his
new  responsibilities.  Considerable  economies
have been effected in the male and female nurs-
ing staff by allowing the patientz to do consider-
ably more for themselves and by preseribing
atrict bed rest only for thoze patients who show
evidence of toxity from their disease and for
those in the immediate post-operative period. In
this way, it has been found ;{maihte to decrease
the number of orderlies employed by seven and
to avoid engaging extra female nursing staff
which had previouwsly been thought neceszary,
The whole staff of the hospital has worked hard
and in harmony to achieve a most successful year,
and I am much indebted to all of them for the
help they have given me in the absence of the
Director.

Buildings.

The extra accommodation of 24 beds and the
recreational hall have now been completed and
this has resulted in great benefits to the patients;
it has also contributed towards economies effected
in the nursing staff. The construction of roads
throughout the hospital area iz almost complete.

Amenities,

The Tasmanian Sanatoria After-care Associa-
tion and the Tasmanian Chest Hospital Auxiliary,
have continued their excellent work for the
patients. There has been considerable expansion
in Diversional Therapy work for which much
better facilities are provided in the new buildings.

NorTHERN CHesT HospPiTaL, EvANDALE.

Muintenance Ezrpenditurve for Financiol Year
Ended 300k Juyne, 1964,

£
Balaries ... ... oo 36,700
Medicines, provisions 14,323 1

mestic mainienance Py
Finance charges . B g2
Maintenance and equipment .. . ..
Maintenance, bailding: and grounds |
Incidentals T

b2
Wb OkaeEaS
-
RSN B

(-

Daily average cost per bed g

Admissions, Re-ndmissions, Dizcharges and
Peaths,

K akes Frasales Tuanl

Patients in hospital en 1.7.53 40 B T
Patients admitted during the

YeRr L T 46 LOH

Total treated . . 90 18 166
Patienta  discharged during

| e e i 5 49 114

Deaths during the year 1 a3 4
Patients remaining in hoapi-

tal on BOL54 . .. 24 24 44

Patients slischarged against

medlical advies AL : ]
Patients dizcharged for dizei-

plinery veasens ..

Re-ndmizsions  for | special

treatment, .., surgleal

transfers e . : 11
Te.admizzions  for  relapss

following more than three .

tonthz imactivity ... .. 43
Re-admissions  for relapse

among  those discharged

winst advice A

Daily average number resi-
dent during the year bk 32 Tl

Aversge length of residence

of patieniz discharged 247 2450 254

Stage of Dizsease on Admission,
Minimal .. 4

Misleralely advanced b2
Far advaneed 40
Total e V] . 0

Clinteal and Bocleriological Stalus on Dizcharge.

Arresbid ! 111 Sputum negative 115
Active LR LEOTY putum positive 3
Treatment Carried Out,

Transferred to Tasmanian Chest

Hospital for wrﬁery R 10
Artificial pneumethorax .. .. .. 4 (3 abandoned)
Preumo peritoneum . FIILYEE 5 (4 abandoned)

”""“""’“ﬁ’_’ﬁ;., e s MY 2D

Sereenings 176

Cremeral,

It will be observed that the number of re-
admissions for re-activation of disease which had
remained inactive for longer than thres months,
iz very markedly higher than at the Tasmanian
Chest Hospital. There appears to be in the
northern part of the State, a considerable number
of perzonz who have had chronie fibro-caseous
disease for many vearz and who are in a state
of delicate balance with their disease; most of
these are in the middle or older agpe groups and,
having undergone much lung destruction are, as
# cluss, least likely to provide the most suitable
cases for surgical treatment: on the other hand,
they are as a class, the very casea in which some
radical therapy is moat important and I have no
doubt that many of these eases will prove suitable
for surgery in the fairly near future as the
surgical field is growing ever wider and cases are
now being operated upon who would have been
regarded as quite unsuitable for' surgery two
veara ago, It is intereating to note, in connection
with this subject that there is a far greater
prevalence of old caleified dizease in the Masa
Survey films of the population of the northern
part of the State as compared with the south,
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Stajf.

Dr. Langman reszigned as Resident Medical
Officer in February, 1954, and we were fortunate
to gecure Dr. G. N. Hanks in his place, who has
proved himself to be a great asset to the Medical
Stafl of the Divizsion. The appointment of Sister
Tucker az Assistant Matron haz proved of great
assistance to the hospital, especially as the
position generally az regards: trained sisters, has
been most unsatisfactory, it having been impogz-
gible to secure sufficient of these to ensure
adequate supervision of the nuraing staff, As at
the Tasmanian Chest Hospital, conziderable
economies have been effected in the numbers of
the general nursing staff, particularly in male
orderlies; however, the maintenance of an
adequate stafl is rather a hand to mouth affair,
To the present time, it has been impossible to
secure an occupational therapist; the possibility
of having one part time from the Launceston
General Hoapital iz being explored

Buildings.

Mo new building was done during the year. If
the hospital is to be maintained at itz Tall bed
state, provigion of extra accommodation for the

TAELE

EXAMINATIONS—
Motified ecnses commencing attendance
Cases referved from Mass Survey for Jm'uhru.lmn
Cazez referred by private medical practitioners
Contaets registered ; :

Total new cases rag'uatered
Total attendances

TREATMENT AND INVESTIGATIONS—
X-Ray examination 17 x 14 ... ..
X-Ray zcreening examinations .
Sputum tests 115 il
Gastrie lavages ..

Mantoux Lests o

B.C.G. vaceination ... .
Blood Sedimentation Hates

Pneumothorax Refills

Prenme-peritoncam  refillz

Domaaciliary Yiaits

B.C.7. Vaceination.

Statistics regarding B.C.G. vaceination carried
out at the varions Chest Clinics are given in Table
Q8 below. The decizion to offer routing vaceina-
tion to all new-born infants was reversed during
the year because of the incidence of adenitiz
amongst infants =0 vaccinated. Although the
incidence of adenitis was no higher than that

nursing staff and improvement of the domestic’'s
living quarters is essential. New accommodation
for the X-Ray plant and the' m-hhliahment of a
denta.l clinie are also dmirahle* '

Amsﬁhﬂu

The Northern Auxiliary have -:mnﬁlmﬂ tn give
most valuable service in providing amentities for
patients,  The acquisition by the hospital of the
Red Cross Recreational Hall is under considera-
tion; should this become the permanent property
of the hospital, it ‘will be pessible to provide
additional facilities for diversional therapy.

Chest Clinies.

Table Q7 below, shows the work of the various
Chest, Clinics thmughuut the year. The ataﬂ'ﬂ
at the Hobart and Launu-at.-:m Clmm have
Leen reduced by one sister, iﬁw
been made with the Board of the | Hobart
Hospital for the Hobart Chest Cl:lnu: to occupy
temporary accommodation adjacent to the
children’s hospital whilst the new out-patient
block, which will incorporate a chest elinie, is
being built.

Q—T.

Hodinrg Limumresinn Iermmpan REorm'le
20 24 11 HEED
72 a2 14 18
i 27 26 156

183 2k} 97 76

3RO 02 148 128

Aoz, 2.2 1,302 10601
1611 2126 fil 31T

A4 e 42 i o

gl b a1 41
a8 15 10 3

Oiia 1,254 267 20T

08 168 BT G

2a1 S 29 o

161 Fvd 104 iy ol
41 " 3;.

SO0 401 132 179

obtained in infants at special risk vaccinated in
previous years, the larger number of infants
being vaccinated naturally resulted in a larg‘er
and more noticeable number of cases of adenitis.
Although of nuizanes value only, the ication
provoked hostility towards the ure and
B.C.G. vaceination has been limited as previously
to those groups of the population at min] ri-ak
from pulmonary tuberculosis, i

TABLE Q—&. Fiteeni)
Hadinre Lasneealomn ;_:m:‘::
Infanis at special sk = . 17 i IRAT
Infanis not atb speelal rlsk . A E 240 11 1
CONTACTS AND NURSES-— r ; :
(i) Mantoux tested hii 54 185
{ii) Mantoux positive 260 1210 71
(iii} Mantoux negative . 306 b 124
(iv) Vaecinated . .. 00 177 %G
SCHOOL LEAVERS—
{i} Mantoux tested L Rt 18 hod
(iil Mantoux positive T TR T 1 P RTR 1T o BT
(i)} Mantoux netuiv-: . R e RO 2T
{iv) Vaccinated | o : 2T
NATIONAL SERVICE TR-IFNLEH— y
{1} Mantoux tested .. .. 1110
(1) Mantoux positive 171
{111} Mantoux nﬁﬂtwa 930
{iv) Vaccinated i 930
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Royal Hobart Hospital Uinif—

Im Agz= Afienidinz on
[HETE Vol Hadls Tarlal
1064 3,149 200 e
Hebard [Meils Combined Toteola—
1064 19,602 22002 42,234
Louneeston X-Ray Unit—
In Jze Aliending vl
LH ST YVl Husks Tustal
147 1,593 1,503
Jpnge 12,214 4,738 16,952
1952 2,282 1434 3,716
1353 . 14,133 11,7410 25,8738
1064 11,371 10,7 22071
40,011 30,204 T304
Total X-Bayed Toin! KaTuyed,
sinee lmoepibon. 196354,
1lobart 264,384 48, BTE
Mohile Mo, 1 267416 46,762
Aohile Mo, 2 5,162 5,162
Lannesston 204 22071
Royal Hobart Hospi-
tal 3,350 3,360
Grand Total X-
Rays T
inception SO0, 465 115,229

e —y

* As transportable. 1 As Launceston.
Muass Rodiography.

The activities of the Masz X-Ray Survey Sec-
{1ion of the Division have been inereased with the
arrival of the zecond Mobile Unit, which haz a
Schonmander mirror camera, and with the estab-
lishment of o unit at the Royval Hobart Hospital
where all in and out patients are now X-Rayed.
Several members of the clervieal ztaff of the See-
tion have been trained by the Senior Radio-
grapher fo act as technicians capable of operating
any of the various Mass X-Bay Units maintained
by the Divizion.

A Ma== X-Ray Survey was underlaken of
King Island: owing to transport difficoltics it
was not possible to take over a mobile unit and
the Survey was conducted on 17 x 14 films using
the low power X-Ray Unita already on the island.
The excellent standard of the chest X-Rays taken
is of great eredit to the work of the senior Radio-
grapher, Mr. Goninon. It had been hoped to
conduct a similar survey of Flinders Islund, but
2o far it has proved impozzible to procure a
portable X-Rav plant and penerator which i
necessary for Cape Barron Izland; the Director
of the Commonwealth X-Ray Laboratory is
endeavouring to provide such equipment in the
near future.

Statistics of the work done by the various Mass
X=Ray units is given in Tables Q—9 and Q—10. It
is gratifying that there has been a great reduc-
tion in the overall number of large films required
(2,796 in 1953-54 as compared with 4,580 in
19562-565,), with a corresponding decrease in the
number of large films which prove to be normal:
tivis is undoubtedly due to the introduction of a
sy=tem of checking all new requests for large
films with any previous 17 x 14 films taken of the
individual in question,

(reneral.

Az I have pointed out earlier in this report, two
very satisfactory events have come to pazs during
the yvear under review, namely, the marked redue.
tion in the numbers of patients in the Chest

Hozpitals amd the doulding of the amount of
major thorace surgery performed. So far as one
can forecast, it appears that the trend will be for
numbers in hospital steadily to decrease and the
amount of surgery required will prezsumably cor-
vespondingly decrease, but this latter decrease
will not be evident until after an appreciable time
lag. It also appears that the amount of investi-
gational work at the Chest Clinies iz diminishing
as the chest abnormalities of the ulation are
increasingly sifted by the Maszs X- Survey.
Thus it seems that from the treatment point of
view, the work of the Divizsion will inevitably
decrease. However, from the preventive aspect,
which iz by far the more important, it would seem
that the work of the Division must surely
imereaze.  Although the number of new notifica-
tionz remains approximately at the same level and
iz expected soon to zhow a decrease, every new
case notified increasez .the prevalence of the
disease in the community and this increase far
outweighs the small decrease brought about by
the death or departure of persons infected, and
sccordingly more and more people exist in the
community who may experience reactivation of
their disease and prove a source of infection to
others., It is becoming increasingly less common
te be able to attribute newly notified cases to
infeetion by persons known to be a potential
danger and, it seems to me, to be a rather frequent
oceurrence to find children infected by persons
who have been considered to have long inactive
disease and who are in no wise regarded as infec-
tiouz, Referemce to the statistics given at the
beginning of this report will show that there is
a steady ineidence of morbidity in the industria-
lizedd and more urbanized centrez and it is these
centres which will have to be repeatedly screened
by the Mass Survey unita whilst the areas where
little dizcase is known to exist, may safely be left
for longer periods of time.

Sitaff.

The Dirvector, Dre. James Tremayne, left the
State in April, 1954, on a tour of tuberculosiz
ingtitutions in North America, Great Britain and
Europe; with the almost simultaneous resigna-
tion of Dr. Oaks, the Hobart medical stalf of the
Division was severely depleted and I am most
grateful to all members of the Divisional staff for
the help they have given to me in the absence of
the Director. The administrative staff of the
Division has also had to earry on under diffieulty ;
in July, 1953, Mr. County resigned his position as
Administrative Officer, from then Mr, Shirley ably
took over the daties of Administrative Officer until
Mr. C. C. Seager was appointed to this position in
February, 19564, Mr. Seager had hardly any time
Lo et wzed to the ropes of his new position before
he was required to spend a large portion of his
time deputising for one of the senior adminis-
trative officers at the Department of Publie
Health; the able way in which Mr. Seager has
managed to fill both positions, deserves the
greatest praise.

Rehabilitation,

1 should like to record my appreciation of the
help given to the Division and the patients under
its eare by the Commonwealth Department of |
Social Services, which, in addition to maintaining
its usual close liaison, has arranged for a Rehabili- i
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tation Panel to wisit each Chest Hospital at
vegilar intervals,  In spite of all their efforts,
however, one of our great difficulties is in securing
pogitions for the mir.ldle-ngial unskilled patient
whao, after discharge from hospital, is unable to
perform the heavier type of work; for such
peaple, there iz very real need for some kind of
sheltered occupation.

After-Care,

The Division has much eauze to appreciate the
excellent work of the After-Care Committee in
maintaining ** Largo " as an afler-care hostel for
male patients; this hostel is proving to be of great
vialue to many patients after their dizcharge from
hospital. Unfortunately, the After-Care Com-
mittee was compelled to close down * Narryna "
as a female after-care hostel as there were insuf-
licisniprle who required to make use of it. In
general, it may be said that the after-care of
female patients presents few problems.

Compudsory Provistons of the Tubereslosiz Aet,

During the year, two persons were prosecuted
for failing to comply with orders issued under
Section 6 of the Tuberculosizs Act. Convietions
were recorded in both eases. It has proved rather
difficult in actual fact to apply the compulsory
provisions of the Act in the case of persons who
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are suspected of having pulmonary tubereulosis;
after discussions with the Honourable the Minis-
ter for Health, an amendment to the Tuberculosis
Act iz being introdueed before Parlinment which,
if paszsed, will congiderably strengthen the hand
of the Director in dealing with recalcitrant cases.
One person was brought before the Northern
Tuberculosis Board with a view to compulsory
segregation; the case was adjourned sine die.

In concluzion, I would like, on behalf of the
Director and my=elf, to thank the Medical Super-
intendents, Matrons and staff of the Tasmanian
and Northern Chest Hospitals, the sisters of the
Hobart, Launceston and Devonport Chest Clinies,
the officers of the Head Office of the Divizion and
the officers of the Hobart, Launceston and Mobile
Mass Survey units for their co-operation and
excellent work throughout the year.

I should also like to express my thanks to the
part-time medical officers of the Division, Dr.
Peter Braithwaite, the Thoracie Surgeon; De.
Roze of Devonport and Dr. Pearson of Burnie and
my appreciation of the very valuable work they
have done on behalf of the Division,

W. J. E. PHILLIFS, T.D.,, M.A,,
M.E., B.CH. (Camb.), M.R.C.P.,
M.R.A.C.P., M.R.C.5.

Acting Director of Tuberculosis.

Section IV.~Report of the Director of Mental Hygiene for the year ended 30th June, 1954

Aceommodation.

The most pressing problem of the divisional
headquarters is that of accommodation. The
Divigion is housed on the first floor of the Royal
Autocar Club, and. iz approached wia the
verandah. The building has recently been sold and
as the first floor is leased on an annual basis there
is no security of tenure. Plans to establish a
Child Guidance Clinic are deferred from year to
year, becanse of lack of =pace,

The only way this problem can be overcome
safisfactorily iz for the Division to be housed in
its own building, with provizion for expansion.
Such a building should be specially designed, as
the Division functions largely as a Clinic to which
patients come for examination and treatment, and
if a Child Guidance Clinic iz to be estalilished
special planning will be essential.

Staff.

The volume of work required of the stafl is
constantly growing, and can be expected to grow
at a disproportionate rate in the near future; as
the value of psychiatric and guidance work is
becoming more widely known demands for
greater services will be made,

During the year the services of a second psycho-
logist were obtained, but this did no more than
fill & vacancy which had existed for zix months.

Provizion has been made in the Estimates for
a third psychologist, who is badly needed,

There iz now sufficient paychological work Iin
the north of the island for a full time psychologist
to be employed at Launceston and to visit the

north-west and north-east of the State in conjunc-
tion with Dr. Meagher's psychiatric clinics. Such
an officer should be promoted from thiz office
rather than be a new appointee to the service.

In the early part of the year the Senior Psy-
chiatrie Social Worker tendered her resignation.
Oar only other Peyehiatric Social Worker (Miss
Lockley) wasz promoted to the vacancy and hasz
since carried on unaided, but there is enough work
to keep at least three Paychiatric Social Workers
very busy. A thind Psvehiatric Social Worker
has been provided for in the Estimates, but so0 far
the vacancies have not been filled.

The administrative staff iz alzo inadequate for
the tazk impozed upon it, but new positions have
been created which should make the position more
satisfactory in the future,

When plans can be made for the inauguration
of a Child Guidance Clinic it will be necessary
to employ a Child Psychiatrist. When the Clinic
becomes established, additional psyehologists and
social workers will be needed.

All these profeszional officers cost money,
There is a large demand for them and they are in
short supply. Only a proportion of thosze avail-
able have the temperaments essential for thera-
pentic work. Unless well gqualified officers are
attracted, only an inferior service can be given.
MNevertheless the cconomic gain to the community
from prevention and early treatment in the field
of mental health must many times outweigh the
cost of providing a competent and adequate
service,
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During the year the Talire Child Centre for
ineducable children was transferred from the
Education Department to the Health Department,
coming under the control of this Division. An
additional teacher haz been employed and it is
hoped that this service may be further expanded
as the need arises.

Officers of the Division have given assistance
to the Retarded Children's Welfare Association
both in an advisory capacity and by aszisting
actively in the formation of new branches throug-
out the State. This organization plans to build
hostels for retarded children. Such hostels would
provide accommodation for country children
attending the Talire Centre, and the special
schools of the Education Department.

The Director of Mental Hygiene in a small
community such as this must of necessity be a
“ Jack of all trades . He is a clinician ag well as
an administrator. He functions as consultant,
hospital psychiatrist, gaol psyechiatrist, Court
paychiatrist, and is frequently called upon by
other Government Departments (eg., the
Children's Welfare Department) to give puychi-
atric opinions, The clinical work is often of an
urgent nature and greater demands are being
made each year. The time available for attend-
ing to matters of policy and administration iz
becoming less and less. The appointment of an
additional psychiatrist to relieve the Director of
some of the clinieal work will soon Dbecome
esaential.

Hospitals,

Work on the new hospital at Lachlan Park iz
progressing, and it is hoped that one ward will
be occupied within a year. Thiz will help to
relieve the overerowding at the old hospital, which
iz rapidly becoming acute. It should be noted
that the daily average number of patientz has
risen from G675 in 1950 to 770 in 1954, an increase
of 14 per cent in four yvears.

A pleasing feature of the admissions is the
rising proportion of Voluntary Boarders, indica-
ting that the ancient prejudice against mental
hospitals iz lessening and that more people are
willing to avail themselves of treatment without
the stigma of certification, and, genevally speak-
ing, with better results because the illness is
treated at an earlier stage.

The Millbrook Paychopathic Hospital or * Mill-
brook Rise ™ as it is more generally known, con-
tinues to perform a very valuable function. The
number of patients has fallen off slightly in the
pazt few years, but as it has been imposzible to
maintain a full staff this has been a blessing, The
Medical Superintendent’'s report and statistical
tablez are given in the appendix.

Mental Deficieney Board.

The Mental Deficiency
through thizs Divizion.

There are two Government Institutionz for
Mental Defectives, both of which are full. Anmn
acute problem arises when a delinguent defective
i committed by a Court to one of these institu-
tions., The old Home for Invalidz at Launceston
(renamed * Nelumie ™) has been acquired for
female defectives of the highest grade, but is not
yvet ready for oceupation. A new institution is

Act is administered

19564.

planned for St. John's Park. The real solution of
the problem must wait, however, until buildings
become available at the Old Hospital at Lachlan
Park. It will then be possible to transfer over a
hundred mental defectives from the Benevolent
Hospital at St. John's Park, where they are
ceeupying beds much needed for other PuUrposes.

The number of certified mental defectives under
the control of the Board is approaching 300. Of
these 150 are in Government Institutions and 70
in other charitable institutions and approximately
60 under guardianship in the community. In
addition there are about 200 mental defectives
at present in the mental hospital who should
properly be in institutions for defectives.

The State Psyehological Clinie,

The State Psychological Clinie, cnmﬁtutﬂd
under the Mental Deflcioncy Act, has its head-
quarters at this Division. Its primary function
is the ascertainment of mental deficiency, but in
practice all psychological examinationz carried
out by officers of this Division ave regarded as
being Clinic examinations, After nearly thirty-
five years there are over 5000 case histories in the
Clinie’s records, many of which include more than
one paychological examination. In recent years
the number of examinations carried out has
increased markedly, the total for the past year
being T48.

Other Activities,

Officers from this Divigion provide the
persunnei for five sessions weekly of the Ps |:]'|i-
atric Clinics of the Royal Hobart Hi:ihpltﬂ-'
Senior Paychologist iz a lecturer in Pn}rchﬂlug_':,f
at the University, and students do part of their
training at the State Paychlogical Clinie.
Frequent demands are made on the professional
staff for lectures and talks to interested bodies.

Reports and Tables,

Tables summarising the work of the State
Psychological Clinie and of the Senior Psychiatrie
ZSocial Worker follow., Then the reports of the
Medieal Superintendent on the Lachlan Park
Hospital and on the Millbrook Psychopathic
Hospital with relevant statistical tables, .

Yours faithfully,

J. R. V. FOXTOHN,
Director of Mental Hygiene.

TABLE R—1.
State Papehologioel Clinic,

Payehalogien! Framinalions.

I'lace of Eiambniatlen Ximaber

Examine
Hobart 401
Launceston : 2
Devon Hospital ; - 27
Spencer Hos=pital b
Burnie Hespital b2
New Norfolk 21
Ash I.e:. Heme !
Other 29
Total ... . T48
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TABLE R—2.
N ;

e -L'.'a.u; Sy Male Frmunle Total
Porsonality Investigations = & i 11
Normal or above normal mtel-

ligenee 3 T 70 a0 100
Below normal ... ol il a4
¥ Inded 00 L -] 5 71
Imbseeile ! 18 10 20

206 89 305
TABLE R—2.
Stete Paypehologien]l Clinde,
Male Female Total
Cases referved by Courts, &c. 34 4 a8
TABLE R—.

Summary of work corried out by the Senior
Paychialvie Social Worker Misz P. J. Lock-
Aey) 1.7.538-80.6.54.

Number of casez on which work undertaken 254
MNumber of homes visibed . ) 88
Number of patients visited in institutions . . 29
Mumber of home wizits .. 134
Number of other visits in connection with enses 125
Number of office interviews with patients, relatives

and others 327
Nuomber of nt'lwr imewiews w:lh patlents,, m!allvea

and others 200
Number of cases on which contact wnn made with

outside agencies, individuals, 153
Number of casea on which one nr nw.rt relatives

interviewed : 138
MNumber of visits paid outside Hobart 136

APPENDIX X.

REPORT OF LACHLAN PARK HOSPITAL, NEW
NORFOLE FOR YEAR ENDED 30t JUNE, 1954.

I submit hergwith my report on Lachlan Park Hespital
for the year ending 30th Junc, 1954, and include appro-
priate tahles.

During the year new admissions were inereased by 33,
making a total over the past two years of 59. The
greatest increase lay in the age group 30 to 40 years
of age, with o predominance males. Inercase of the
male Iation over the past year in Tasmania was
2670, there was a decrease in the female populntion
over the same ried of 274, There has been veduced
immigration to Tasmania over the past year.

Schizophrenin  remained the most prevalent  mental
diseaze, with an incidenmce approximately squivalent to
mantal deficiency.

Buildings, &e.

The maintenance of wards, especinlly on the female
side, haz taxed the artisan staff to the full over the pnst
12 months, The bu ldings require a considerable amount
of attention if they are to be preserved in any sort of
decent order and even an occasional extenzion to an
existing bunilding has proved to be necessary.

The introduction of wood-burning stoves in the wards
in order to economise on consumption of wood has proved
a failure in many of the larger female wards. The
wards have been too big and the ceilings too high.

The formation of the new insulin unit on the female side
a'lmuld prove more satisfactory than the prosent scat

tem of treatment in the different wards. This unit

nu]d be in full speration within the next few weeks,

The new Menial Hospital is gradually taking !MPEI
The kitehen, laundry and workshop are nearing complet
and the power house is well un way. One Lnﬁrm-tﬁ
block is almost comploted with an adjacent isolation wa
of eight individual rooms.

Foundations have been laid for a new medical officer’s
residence which should be completed in the fairly near
future.

The male attondants’ hostel has recently been com-
pleted and should prove wery effective in relieving l.l'uE
present unsuitable aceommodation which the Hospital has
to offer those attendants who live in

The milking shed on the farm is still very unsatisfactory
and it is .'rlupi!d that alternative arrangements can be made
:l't L]l_-;‘ -u-a.ri}ma |hLE opportunity after the taking over

o urr

Sl

There has been lesa anxiety as in former years regarvd-
ing female staff. Temporary stafll come and go, bt on
the whale, there has not been the acute shortnge of last
YEar.

It iz that & junior medical officer may be leaving
England in the near future to assume dutics here, and =o
bring our medieal strength to its proper quota.

Telephone Syslen,

Frequent break-towns in the present internal telephone
system may one day lead to severe censure in the event of
a patient’s death being due to difficulty in notifying the
medical officer on duty.

Patient’s Hexlth.

‘The all-round general health of patients remains satis-
factory. There have been no serious oot-breaks of
illness over the past year and the reeont influenza epidemie
did not seem to affect the larger majority of patients.

I feel it iz desivable for patienis o have more seope
for occupationnl therapy tham at present. The difficuliy
lies in the shortage of trained instructors. We h?« that
a trained insiructer may be coming out from England
some time in the near future, but this is not a certainty.

The Farnr,

The farm has shown a profit over the past year of
£3,871 122, 5d. Considering the amount of land which has
been removed from the jurisdiction of the Farm Manoger,
| conzider this to be an excellent profit, and almost
entirely due to the efforts of the Farm Manager and hia
aspistanls,

At prezent there iz only one farm tractor in nse, with
the exception of un very much smaller one which is only
suitable for lighter formz of work. The provision of a
second tructor is desivable if the work of the farm is to
e carried out efficiently by the small number of staif
employed there.

The greatest profit last year came from the vegetables.
Poultry also contributed to the btotal figure.

Fire Fighting Egquipment,

The position in relation to fire Aghting throughout the
Hospital iz far from satisfactory. The present hand-
drawn fire truck should be replaced by n motor wehicle
suitably equipped.

If fire were to break out in any of the eolta in
Glelwe Street in the Hospital grounds it would be well nigh
impossibde for the fire brigade to pull their heavily ladened
truck up the steep hill within a reazonably short space of
time. There iz at present no wmeans of dealing with a
serious outbreak of fire in these cottages, apart from hand
extinguishers,

It is proposed that every member of the staff on the
miale side be given instructions in fire hzhtmgb Thls wnll
ensure that attendants on the spot will be able immed
ately to deal with any outbreak which may ocour.

I foel that if one of the older female wards were to
o on fire it would only be a question of minutes beforne
the whole building whose floors, and in some cases walls,
are constructed of very dry pine wood which has been
waxed and polished over the years, would be completely
cnveloped in the fire, Under these conditions it would
be quite useless to summon members of the present fire
hrigade from their homes in New Norfolk who would then
hove to mssemble their equipment, & in order to deal
with the outhreak. -

Fire drill in these wards has been stressed in the past,
with emphasis being placed on the immediate evacuation
of patients as opposed to actunl fire fighting.

On behulf of the patients and staff [ would like to
CXPress my aphmcmimn l:s Mmlical Superintendent, of
the work done % the Red Cross Society, Repatriation
Department and Hospital .Mmﬂlnrlu over the past year.
They have been extreniely helpful in providing additional
comforts for the patients and their efforts have been much
apprecinted.

Yours faithfully,

D. M. ANDERSON,
Medical Superintendent,
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TABLE 3—3.

LACHLAN PARKE HOSPITAL.

{Mo. 70.)

Table Showing Manner in which petients were Admitied During the Year 1953-54.

How Admitted, Males, | Females.| Tatal.
Pravate Order........cccceememenncnasnnssimns o8 76 i 148
Justice's Order ..oveesemmees & 5 3 &
M rate’s Order......... [ 4 10
Voluntary Boarders......... v a8 a5 il
Governor's Warrhnt ... ceisassssssns snnsanass | = 3
Inebrimtes Hospitsl Ack...e o onims s 1 i
Returned from trial leave oo nnnneninieinnne a1 153 119
Total Admitted and Returned 1958/84, ... 180 170 511
Firat A O ERMONL, e cennnencans snnns sumnsnninn s smmmns 120 L] 217
Second 7 | 1]
Third 1 s 3
Fourth .,
Fitth Admission and over. .. i 5 A e | 1
Returnid rom tria] Ive ....c . commmssensnmnes 5l 153 119
180 170 A50

TABLE S5—4.

LACHLAN ParK HoOSPITAL.

iuble Showing Form of Mental Disorder on Admission Durin
Dizorder of Potientz in Hospital on 30

1953-54 aud the form of Mental
June, 1954,

Admissions, Tteasmining in | |ﬂﬂ]ii1h||-
Formy off Mental Disarder.
Maules, |Femalos.| Total Muhiss. | Fomubes.| Totul,
A, Congenital Mental Deficien:
1. With Epile 'v T T TR T S A A T 5 i 11 ] 19 o]
2. Withote Bpllopay ..c..oicsoiciinnsecssssienssssessssnnns B 12 ) 110 o8 208
3. With "'l'l:]'l'l:ﬂ]]hrﬁtll 5 5 I 11 Er)
H. Dementins:
e L = e e e S T 20 +H 5 10 45 ]
2. Presenile .. - A e S 9 7 16 i S 12
E. Secombnry ungrminl] TR Pt e ety e Fa 1 1 12 4 18
€5 ﬂ'l'"ll]l: Prychoses:
L. Giross Brain Lesion  .....cccooovniveaiens cemiiniinsene = 4 5 ]
2. Dementis Pamalytics ....cccccommresmsronsnnns an ] 10 18
3 Epileptic Paychosis ..., A i 4 7 11 & 8 16
1. Aleoholic Psychosis,... 10 1 11 8 1 ]
5. Toxic Confusional or Exhaustive Paynhuil wn o s 4 2 L
B- P‘rh“mm --------------- R — -4 anw 2 T T e
7. Huntington's Chores. .. S A ek S el s s A 11 1 1
. Pnj'l,h nic Peychoses:
anie Depressive Paychosis,,., 10 3 13 26 35 i
g_ E:?]Wﬂ Hﬂmmh ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 2 3 & 1 5 8
zophrenis (npot § A{s_:} 40 20 Bl ] B4 184
1, P:rl.p'hm'ﬂlim't Purancid “"ﬂ“S 3 2 7 g Al (i
& Parnoia ....... 4 fi 10
6, Hecurrent Mﬂtmhﬁ- g 4 ] fi 1k 18
B. Pm:lm-wmrt
. Peyvelwpathic Pmmlu; o 1 | 4
I Anxiety Seates .. e F s 7 b 8 1 1 2
R R iy o o L s | I
Torar ..) - 129 pixz 281 it 10 7
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TABLE S5—i.

LACHLAN ParRK HOSPITAL.
Statiztical Record.

| Mules Fomnles “Total
Population of Tasmunis as at 30854 ......... i 165,672 153078 A7, 761
ion ol Certifienl Insane per 1000 of |rn|l|11||llm- [IIH.|IH|-II'I|I
patients on irial leave) . 2507 4144 2-811
Proportion of Admizsions of { mﬁled Ilm.nm:l ]-r h]lum'l of ||n|ml|'rmu
(mot including patients returned from trial leave)...... bt S 180 - 350
Wote: Admizsions not including Volautary Bosrders ... al ] 170
TABLE 5—10.
LAcHLAN PARK HOSFITAL.
Fiuwaneiel Statenient.
Yean Exprbp-—
b, L B dB.61. 306, S, L6, 58, EL LA
Avnrage -1-5_'-.' namber of pmtienis . LU R HEIJ'_&]; T12-36 FETRE el
LiToms coat FOr WRlF con coesesisinesnnmnsansnnnn s £176,236 L1304 2014 £26T7,500 £25]1, B0 LR 0lh
Feis receivel | Fos ElLA51 £12,503 L13 406 13438
Other revenue ... FECE AR - rfrtr i) £111 £ £ 53 Fhkn
fiross cosl per el I.u-r |u'|. ................... 14373, 1685 47l 18K 1= &3l ELTIRY B R B0 fiye 7850,
Met cost per head per day .. Labjil = 34ad. 156 = Siuil, 18 1= 15, AEC IR T 2040674l

APPENDIX XI.

REPORT OF MILLBROOK PEYCHOPATHIC HOME
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30rn JUNE, 1854,

I submit hevewith my report on the Millbrook Psycho-
pathic Home for the year ending 3h Juone, 1964,
together with satatistical tables.

Qwing 1o shortage of trained staff, the mumber of
patients ndmitted remained lower than in the preeeding
yenr.  Practically all patients enteving Millbrook Rise
requirg netive trentmeni and this means that the norsing
standard must be high, It has proved difienlt to obtain
the services of suitably trained stafl.

As a result of decreased mumbers of patients, the cost
per head {nett) has been slightly raized, as per Table 12,
compared to the peried 1952-53.

Durin,rhthe past year we were unfortunate to lose our

former atron's services, but were alse fortomnave in
obtaining the serviees of ansther Matren,

The establishment of a m-o-dun fire fightin
Millbrook Home is now practically comple u-d“
ensure adequate coverage in the event of fire.

atém At
‘his will

The foundations for a new Nurses' Home have been
laid in the grounds, and il iz hoped that this will induce
suitably trained staff to apply for positions in the Home.

The outside of the building urgently requives painting
as does the interior also. Money has been zot aside for
this, and when the vote is passed it is hoped to start
painting as soon as possible.

_ The water supply for domestic use in the Home and
in the adjacent Medieal Officer’s residence was most
unsatisfactory during last summer. No - zatisfacto
selution to the problem a 1% at present as Mill

Rise iz outaide the Council Water Area. An adequate
supply from the Scuthern Regional Area will be made
umlllh'le for the new Mental Hospital and presumably
it may he possible to supply Millbrook from this.

Yours faithfully,

D. M. ANDERSON,
Medien] Superintendent.

TABLE 3—11.

MiLLBROOK PsSYCHOPATHIC HoME.
Statement Showing Form of Mental Disorder on Adwmission for Year Ended 30th June, 1954.

Dingnosis— Mubes, Females, Tatal.

Amlﬁ ......................................... ] Fr) 28 (]
in and lhpnmu Stutes . : 19 o0 4B
Hysteria... st 3 10 13
Hlill:-phﬁ?llm wund Schizoid States,.. 17 18 32
;‘ll Em: and PP&}'mthsm e e e s e 2 10 18
pressive e hoss 1 [ 7
ﬁtﬂﬂlﬂhm 5 1 B
Obsessional Siates . 1 1
Toxic Prychosis ., 1 1
Benile and P‘reunlhu 2 &
3 2 &

3 3 ]

Total Admissions during year ... (] 108 192

As last year, periodical shortages of staff restricted sdmissions during parts of the year. ime









