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PARLIAMENT OF TASMANIA.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30trH JUNE, 1951.

Presented to both Houses of Parliement by Hiz Ezxcelleney's Command.

REPORT OF THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH FOR THE YEAR ENDED
30rH JUNE, 1951.

To Hiz Excellency the Right Honourable Sir RoMaLnp HisrerT Cross, Baronet,
Governor in and over the State of Tasmania and its Dependencies, in the
Commonwealth of Australia.

Your EXCELLENCY :

I have the homour to submit the Report of the Department of Public Health for the vear
ended 30th June, 1951,

I have the henour to be
Your Excellency’s Obedient Servant,

R. J. DAVID TURNBULL, Minister for Health.
November, 1951,
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Report of the Secretary for
ended 30th

ULI SUPREMA LEX.

Public Health for the Year
.]1‘111&, 1951.

Department of Public Health,
Hobart, 28th September, 1951.

SIR,

1 HAVE the honour to present the Report of the
Department of Public Health for the period 1lst
July, 1950, to 30th June, 19561.

The functions of the Department have been
carried on under considerable strain, caused by
the retirement of several senior officers, including
the Directors of Public Health and Tuberculosis,
and it has fallen to the lot of the Director of
Hospital and Medical Services to supervise the
Puhblic Health Section in addition to the activities
of his own Division.

It is proposed to revert to the poliey of appoint-
ing a Medical Officer as permanent Head of the
Department, with two Assistant Directors, but
these pogitionz have not vet been filled.

It is desired to acknowledge the co-operation
of the memberz of the Directorate, whose reports
are submitted sepavately, as under:—

Section I.—Report of Director of Public
Health,

Section 1I.—Report of Director of Hospital
and Medical Services.

Section [II.—Report of Dirvector of Tuber-
culosis.

Section I'V.—Report of Director of Mental
Hygiene.

Section V.—Vital Statistics supplied by the
Deputy Commonwenlth Statistician,

LEGISLATION.

The following Acts administered by the De-
rtment were amended in the directions set out
ereander :—

The Hospitals Act, 1918—

(1) reducing the number of members of a
Hospital Board constituting a quorum
from five to four; and

(2) deleting the clause prohibiting a person
from being elected or continuing as a
member of a Hospital Board by reason
of the faect that he holds a paid
office under a local authority within a
hozpitals distriet.

The Mental Hospitals Act, 1885, and the Mental
Deficiency Act, 1920—

Several machinery clauses for administra-
tive purposes.

The Medical Act, 1918—

Providing a means of making it possible
for a limited number of New Austra-
lianz, who are posaessed of qualifications
which entitled them to practise as medi-
cal practitiomerz in their country of
graduation, to become eligible for regis-
tration by the Medical Council of Tas-
mania. The eligibility iz dependent omn
each persom having passed through a
further twelve months' training course
in Tasmania, followed by an examination
as arranged by the Medical Council, Tt
is hoped that, through this Act, the
acute position in respect of the avail-
ability of medical practitioners for
country districts and Government Medi-
cal Serviees will be relieved,

DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURE.

Following the procedure adopted in the pre-
vious report, comparative information of expendi-
ture in accordance with estimates is furnished.

It will be noted that this expenditure continues
to show substantial increases, which may be attri-

The Public Health Act, 1935—Machinery buted to the trend of increases in cost of living
clauses only. and public expenditure generally.
SHmmary.
194845, 18040540, 1850-51.

¥ i £ g d. £ 5. . £ : FY
Divigion 14 . GATE20 6 0 842,167 19 11 10899560 0 0
Division 15 162,767 13 B 186472 17 7 222358 0 O
Division 16 . 76885 2 6 83,714 9 11 970864 0 0
Diivision 17 5256 18 5 5,868 12 8 6132 0 0

£042730 0 T £1,127.224 0 1 D 0

£1,415.490

—— .
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It will be observed that the increases are £184,484 19s. 6d. and £288.275 respectively, and are

summarised as under:—

Administration—

Salaries, Travelling Expenses, Cost of

Living, Mizcellaneous, &e.
Bush Nursing Services

Medical Services, Schools and {.mmt.r_v

Districtz
Subsidies to Hospitals, &c.
Tuberculosis Services B
Government Institutions ... ... ..

ETAFF.

In addition to those members of the Directorate
who retired during the period under review,
resignations were received from Dr. J. Kennard
{ School Medieal Officer), Dr. D. B. Nathan ( Medi-
cal Superintendent, Northern Chest Hospital),
Drs. G. M. Crabbe and K. L. Wise (Medical
Officers, Lachlan Park Hospital), also Dr, J. A.
MeCluskie, transferred from Millbrook Psyeho-
pathic Home to the Government Medical Service.

The szhortage of nurses is still serious, and
much thought is being given to the guestion by
reaponsible officers.  Recrniting officers have bheen
appeinted, and active interest is being promoted

1949-50, 105651,

£ g . £ 8. d.
24650 4 11 23326 4 0
6,816 6 4 3729 14 2
6,709 10 11 11,152 6 2
91,980 2 7T 181,607 14 2
14143 9 & 27966 1 8
40,146 & 7 40,492 19 10
£184,484 19 6 £288,276 0 O

among the schools in an attempt to induce young
women to adopt the profession.

Finally, appreciation iz expressed of the ser-
vices rendered by individual officers of the De-
partment during the past vear, and acknowledg-
ment is made of the ready assistance given by
officers of other Government Departments.

I have, &c.,

P. A. DRISCOLL,
Secretary for Public Health.

The Hon. the Minister for Health.

SECTION I..—REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

HEALTH FOR THE YEAR ENDED

a0th JUNE, 1951,

VITAL STATISTICS.

Introductory—The data supplied to the De-
partment by the Tasmanian Branch of the Com-
monwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics is
bazed upon the revision as adopted by the Gth
Decennial Conference of the World Health Organ-
isation,  That shown for the preceding year was
bazed upon the Hth Revizion, consequently the
figures are not strictly comparable in some cazes,
This applies in the main o the cause of death
which appears in Section V. of this report. The
return showing the number of deaths from
Twphoid Fever has been deleted, as the last death
from this cause was recorded in 1944, In fact,
in the lazt ten vears only six personz died as a
result of Typhoid Fever. Retention of a negative
return is of little value,

Popdation.—The figures given in the report of
the above-mentioned Branch show that the popu-
lation at the end of the vear 1950 totalled 204,397,
of whom 150,471 were males and 143,926 females.
The natural increase amounted to 4.776. The
mean population for the whole State was 282 269.

Rirtha—The number of bhirths in the State
totalled 7,242, being an annual rate per 1,000 of
mean population of 25.66. This is a decrease as
compared with the preceding year.

Deaths—The number of deaths reached a total
of 2,466, being an annual rate of 874 per 1,000
persons living. This compares favourably with
he average death rate for the previous ten years,

which was 9.85,

Prineipal Canses of the Geneval Mortality.—
The ten prinicipal causes of death were:—

Death Hate por
Cause of Death. Bumber of (00,000 Persona
Dicatha. L
1. Heart disease nl'ﬁ.unit} GERG 243
2 Caneer {all forms) 3 ... 323 114
& Disenses of nervous su.'s‘t-um and 108
d. DHszeases of respiratory system 206 T3
5 External ecauses  {vialent or
aceidental deaths) | 176 G2
6. Diaeames of g:nlus-urnmry
stem 109 i
7. Infeetive and pnrnnit!r: disenses 94 &4
8, Certain diseases of first vear of
Wi s e 1 | a8
8, Dizeases of digestive tract i 31
10. Tuborculosis {nll forms) 71 25

Maternal and Infont Mortality—The number
of deaths of infants under one year, which is
usually taken as one of the guides to the health
of the community, was the most favourable the
State has recorded. Deaths numbered 172, and
the annual rate per 1,000 births was 288, as
againat 23.9 for the preceding year. Analvsing
the rate for various parts of the State, it is seen
that the wurban districts had a slightly better
showing than the rural divisions, in that the
annual rate was 225 per 1,000 births in the
former, and 24.6 in the latter. In the urban
districts also, the rate varied between the Hobart
District and Launceston City and Suburbs—that
for Hobart being 23.7 per 1,000 births, as against
20.1 per 1.000 in Launceston City and Suburbs.
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Pre-natal Deaths. —Everywhere the infant mor-
tality rate for the firat week and the first month
of life is very much higher than the subseguent
eleven months, Tasmania in 1950 was no excep-
tion to this, inasmuch az the infant mortality
rate for the first month of life was 16.1 per 1,000,
whilst for the subseguent eleven months it was
only 7.7 per 1,000. The relevant figures for the
corresponding section last year was 16.9 and 7
respectivelv. The greatest number of deaths was
caused by premature births, which accounted for
Sggfn&th, whilzst 18 deaths were caused by injury
at bir

Still-births.—There were 138 still-births, giving
g percentage of still-births to births and still-
births combined of 1.87. This figure is slightly
lower than the fipure of 2.18 for the preceding
Vear.
ADMINISTRATION.

Legislation.—During the vear under review,
amendments were made to the Acts administered
by the Director of Public Health.

Places of Public Entertainment Acf. — The
‘Bpecial Committee set up to advise on the suit-
ability of plans and zpecificationz for public
buildings has considered many such plans. In
addition, this Committes has compl the task
of consolidating the regulations made under the
Acet, and appreciation iz expressed to it members
for the painstaking manner in which they under-
‘took  their task. The regulations should be
gazetted early in the new year.

The report of the Chief Health Inspector
enumerates the number of samples procured for
_analysis under this Act. In the main, it indicates
that the regulations are being complied with. The
report of the Chief Health Inapector iz given in
Appendix 1., and that of the Government Analyst
in Appendix II.

Food Standards Committee—~This Committee
met on four oeccasionz during the year. As a re-
sult of the Committe’s deliberations, amending
regulations bearing on the undermeéntioned sob-
jecta have been compiled and, following approval
ii)y the Parliamentary Draftsman, will be

(1) Jams, mixed jams and conserves;
) Pasteurised milk;

Pasteurized cream;

Thickened cream;

Liguid choeolate;

I‘.ln"!: beer;

Addition of preservative;

Cider and perry;

{9) Foreign matter in food; and

(10) Ascorbic acid content of black currant
SyTUp.
Mothererafi  Nurses Registration Regula-

tions.—The age at which girls can commence
Mothercraft Nurses' training was reduced from
“1B to 17 years. This was necessary, as it was
found that it was difficult to staff the training
schools with the minimum age of entry at 18
YEears.

Health Education Couneil—In January, 1951,
there was constituted a Health Education Coun-
cil, under the chairmanship of the Director of
Public Health, to educate the public in the need
for healthy living, to teach them the value of
good health, and to give aceurate and concize
information on the prevention of certain diseases.
This step is a progressive one and, should the
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Couneil receive the co-operation it deserves, the
standard of health in this State should materially
improve. Present indications are that the
“ Family Doctor " broadeasts are being well re-
ceived, as well as the radio * scatters.” During
the coming year, the Council’s programme will
be extended to include newspaper articles, dis-
tribution of pamphlets, posters and films.

MNOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS IDMSEASES.

During the year under review, the number
of infectious diseases notified to the Department
totalled 647, as compared with 434 for the pre-
ceding twelve months. This increase was due
chiefly to the epidemic of Acute Anterior Polio-
myelitis, which accounted for 206 of the cases
notified. A resumé of the spread of the epidemie,
and the recommendations made by the Poliomy-
elitia Standing Committee, are set out below.
Tables A.—C. show the monthly notifications of
infections disease cases, municipality groupings,
and relative ape and sex groupings.

Diphtherin.—There has been an increase in the
number of cases of Diphtheria from eight last
year to 15 for the year under review. Nine of
these occurred in the Launceston h'[unic}lpalit:;.
and two in the Lilydale Municipality. welve
of the 15 were in the under 10 age group, being
equally divided between the sexes. There was one
death resulting therefrom. Whilst the incidence
of Diphtheria has inereased a little during the
yvear, the whole position iz very gratifving and
clearly indicates the value of the mass immunisa-
tion programme. In accordance with opinions
expressed by several eminent authorities, the
Department recommended the curtailment of the
eampaign during the epidemic of Poliomyelitis,
but haz again urged local authorities to re-
commence immunization courses. [t cannot be
over-emphasised that the most suitable age to
immunise is in the latter part of the first year,
and should not be postponed except for special
reagons. When the operation is performed at this
early age, a single small dose called a ** booster ™
dose hould be given before or on entry into school,
This * boosts ™ the immunity resulting from the
carlier ones. A Departmental School Sister
assizts the Local Authority in Hobart and Glen-
orehy in immunising schoal children. To indieata
clearly the effect of immunisation upon the num-
ber of cases of Diphtheria notified, the following
figures are quoted :—

Year. Ho :T Dheatbo.
1638 243 10
1941 .. 401 2b
1944 | 442 10
1947 . 64 —
1950 ] e
1961 15 1

Whooping Cough.—Whooping Cough i3 not a
notifiable disease in this State, and therefore the
number of eases ocearrving cannot be acecurately
azzpazed. Departmental poliey in connection with
immunisation against Whooping Cough is that
all children should be immunised in the lattér
part of the first year. To enable thizs to be
done, the Department makes available free a
combined serum for immunisation against Diph-
theria and Whooping Cough, and urges local
authorities to carry out campaigns for the im-
munisation of children in the latter part of the
first year. The death rate of children from
Whooping Cough has decreased from 25 in 1941
to one in 1950,
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Searlet Fever.—This diseaze has been prevalent
throughout the vear, 128 eases being notified to
the Department, of which 57 were in the five to
ten years age group. The municipalities most
affected were Hobart (34 casez), Circular Head
(29 eages), Glenorchy (17 cases) and Launceston
(11 cases). In the Circular Head and Launceston
Municipalities the majority of cazes occurred at
the commencement of the year, whilst in Hobart
and Glenorchy the majority occurred in the latter
part; 6% cases being notified in the first six
months, and 59 in the remainder,

Typhoid Fever—Nine cases of Typhoid Fever
were notified during the year, as against eirht
for the preceding vear. Four oceurred in Hobart,
three in Lilvdale, and one each in Latrobe and
Queenstown.

Rubella.—Four cases of this disease were noti-

Hydatids —Only two eases of this disease were
notified, one from the Kingborough Muniecipality
and one from Oatlands,

Tufantile Diorrhoea—Following a recommen-
dation made by the National Health and Medical
Reacarch Council, Infantile Diarrhoea in children
under two years was declared a notifiable disense
under the Public Health Act, 1935. However, a
condition that did not persist for more than 48
hnurarneed not be notified. The Governor-in-
Council approved this measure on March Sth last,
and since then 19 cases have been notified,

RECcORD oF EPFIDEMIC OF ACUTE ANTERIOR PoLIo-
MYELITIS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS MADE BY
POLTOMYELITIE STANDING COMMITTEE.

In the preceding year, 46 cnsez of Acute An-
terior Poliomyelitis were notified in o mild epi-
demie, and almost all eases made a satisfactory
recovery, with no deaths. However, during the
year a more virulent epidemic attacked the State,
during which 206 cases occurred and 12 deaths
resulted therefrom.

Two sporadic eases were notified in August and
September, one from the Westbury Municipality
and the other from the Burnie Municipality, A
further two cases, considered to be sporadie, were
reported in October, one from Deloraine and one
from Hobart. At this stage the first meeting of
the Standing Committee was held to consider the
position, but members were of the opinion that,
as sporadic cases do so frequently oceur prior to
the commencement of summer, the imposing of
restrictions would not be warranted. ii‘l‘uzi:u:- de-
cigion was based on the proposition that signs
of an epidemic were not apparent.

Unfortunately, events were to prove otherwise
and during the month of Nm'-embgr 14 cases were
notified, seven of which came from the Wynyard
Municipality, three from Burnpie, three from

rt, and one from Launceston. During this
month three local authorities notified cases for
the ﬁ‘rst time, whereas the dizease was notified
as being in five municipalities in all. It was now
clear that an epidemic of Poliomyelitis had com-
:;::ﬁd' The selw_-.n Bﬁnerr in tl;lc Wynyard Muni-

ity occurred in the township of Elliott, and
the Director of Public Health, who was also

1’ E‘l W

chairman of the Standing Committee, visited this
area to investigate the position, and upon his
return reported as follows ;—

“ Enquiries indicate that the main centre
is im a small area at Elliott in close proximiliy
to the peneral store, church and school, It
can be assumed that some very mild unrecog-
nized ecases have oceurred in this amall area
amnd these are linked with the notified cazes
from Elliott, also with two notified from
Burnie and one from Launceston. It ecan be
accepted that at least six and probably seven
cases have received their infection either
from a commaon source or from one person to
the other in this distriet. Precautions have
been taken in this area to warn householders
where easzes have oceurred to keep away from
gatherings and to notify at onee any mild
svmptoms which might suggest further de-
velopments.”

The first death occurred on November 24th,
being one of the cases notified from the Elliott
ares only five days previously. This was indi-
cative of the virulent type of epidemic that was
commencing. On 11th December, 1950, the Stand-
ing Committee held its second meeting and, in
reviewing the position, immediately recommended
to the Minister that the restrictions as imposed
in the preceding epidemic be again brought into
force. It is considered of interest bri to refer
to these recommendations, as they indicate the
view that, once cases of Poliomyelitis have
occurred, compulsorily restricting certain publie
gatherings would be of little use. The recommen-
dations are as follows: —

1. That the Committee, having carefully
studied the epidemiology of Aeute An-
terior Poliomyelitiz, is of the opinion
that no uzeful purpose would be served
by compulsorily restricting public gath-
erings. This opinion iz reached becauze
healthy * earriers’ are extremely numer-
ous in times of epidemic prevalence, and
this, as well as mild unrecognised cases,
plays a major roll in the spread of the
disease,

2. The Committee strongly recommends that
parents take all ible measures to
prevent their children making unneces-
sary personal contacts, particularly with
new grpups of children,

4. The Committee considers that any assem-
bly of young people where competitive
sport or strenuouz exercise is to be
undertaken should be avoided, because
the fatigue involved is one of the main

factors in determining paralysis should
infection occur.

4. At the first sign of even trivial illneas,
parents should put their children to bed,

5. The Committee recommends that all chil-
dren in contact with proven cases he

restricted from going to school
period of three wﬁka? So

_ The above recommendations were along the
lines of suggestions to parents that the making
of new personal contacts should not be entered
upon, but that if they continued with their normal
lives the result would not be alarming.
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In the following matters, however, the Com-
mittee took positive action:—

fa) All artificial fresh-water swimming
poolz be not allowed to open until
further notice;

(k) All tonsillectomy operations and teeth
extractions be curtailed until further
notice, unless the case be of an urgent
nature;

(c) All Diphtheria and Whooping Cough in-
jections be curtailed until further
notice;

{cd) Al intramnscular injeetions be cortailed
until further notice.

These recommendations were put into effect
forthwith, and literature and propaganda issued
to all sections of the community.

The month of December indicated a rise in
the incidence of the disease, when 24 cases were
notified. Five municipalities notified cases for
the first time, viz. Circular Head, Clarence, Glen-
orchy, Lilvdale and Westbury. The greatest inci-
dence was in Launceston, where eight cases
oecurred in the month. Another death oceurred
during this month, a boy aged six years from
the Circular Head Municipality. The eireum-
stances surrounding this case were that the boy
had been to Smithton several times prior to con-
tracting the disease, and that at his place of resi-
dence a plague of flies had oecurred just prior to
hizs contracting the disease. There seems little
doubt that flies are one of the chief mediums of
carrying the virus, and the Department carried
out an intensive campaign on flies, issuing pam-
phlets and making several press statements on
this particular point.

The epidemic reached its peak in the month
of January, when TO caszes in all were notified,
Fourteen municipalities notified cases for the
first time. It was now clear that the epidemic
hai spread throughout the State and that only
nine municipalitice had not reported cases.
Fifteen of the cases reported were from Hobart,
eight from Glenorchy, six from Burnie, seven
from Launceston and five from Devonport. As
thizs is the period during which the movement of
people for the holiday festivities takes place, it is
indicative that the making of new perzonal com-
tacts does assist materially in the spread of an
epidemic. Five more deaths occurred during this
month, all being in the age group 15-25 years.
The deaths were reported from five different
municipalities, one being from the Wynyard Muni-
cipality, which made two deaths from that area
during the epidemic.
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The Committee met again during the month
of January, and again emphasised itz recommen-
dation to the Minister that people be strongly
advised to restrict their movements, thus avoiding
making new personal contacta. At its meeting
on the 24th January, the Committee was posed
with the question of whether schoolz should be
allowed to re-open, Inagreeing to the proposition,
the Committee indicated that the controlled
activity of children when at school is much better
than the uncontrolled activity when they are on
vacation. However, a strong plea was made to
the Edueation Department that striet supervision
sghould be exercised over children to see that they
wash their hands and wipe them after attending
the toilet, and that children be not allowed to
engage in strenuous competitive sports,

Having reached its peak in January, the number
of cases for February dropped to 64, and five new
municipalities contributed to the list of notifica-
tions, viz. Evandale, Fingal, George Town, Green
Pondz and Ringarooma. A further death was
reported of a girl aged 18 from the Fingal area,
The szigns that the epidemic was abating in
February continued in March, when the number
of cases dropped to 30 and only four municipalities
notified cazes for the first time. They were Bea-
consfield, Burnie, New Norfolk and Zeehan.
Hobart notified six of the cases, whereas four
came from the Launceston Municipality. Three
further deaths occurred during this month, viz. a
female aged 28 wears, a female aged 38 and a
male aged 39,

As the epidemiec was now showing signs of
subziding and as it had spread to all municipalities
in the State, the Committee, on the 2Tth March,
recommended that all restrictions be relaxed, A
further ten eases were reported from the end of
March to the end of June. A further death oe-
curred on the $th April, a male 25 years of age.

Table 1 gshows the age and zex groupings of all
cases notified, Table 2 the municipal distribution
of the deaths reported, and Table & the age and
sex groupings of the deaths.

The Standing Committee on Poliomyelitis will
meet in October next to consider the epidemiology
of the two preceding epidemics, with a view to
formulating a policy for the future.

It is to be hoped that a future epidemic will
not occur for a comsiderable period, but the
number of cases oceurring in the other States
of the Commonwealth at the present time doea
not suggest that this optimistic view will be
realised.

TABLE 1.
Acute Anferior Poliomyelitis.
Age and Sex Groupings, 1950-51.

Month | M Fl M F M F | M F | M F Il M F | Total

| ¢ | & | & | 10 _II:I 20 | 20 | 45 46 | 66 | 65 L over| M | F

August | | 1 | | s i e | e L | =
e RREERREE
November . .. .. | 1|2 aeRE A e | || f 6 | s
December 3;5’2'22 3 | 4 | 8  Hiradl] F | 11 | 18
January .. | a 10 g | & | 12 12 & | 4 | i TERF | 36 26
February T 1L 4 | 4 1 3 | 10 T 10 | &8 | & | | 81 \ b
March i = 4 | & I | .. ] 2 [ 6 | | i 14
SO ] e el R el el S
June | 2 ] 1 [rzzil S ; 10 .8
ToTAL . 2 | 28] 18 | 17 31 | 80 | 82 | 28 | |2 | | 106 | 1
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MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH,

The Maternal and Child Health Section is
responsgible for the administration of Maternal
and Child Welfare, and of School Medical and
Dental Services.

The report of the year's activitiez in the field
of Maternal and Child Welfare has been prepared
by the Supervisory Sister (Sister 0. M. Green),
that of the School Medical Service by the Tempor-
arv School Medical Officer (Dr. H. Gibson), and
that of the School Dental Service by the Senior
Dental Inspector (Mr. A, W. Scott).

Child Welfare.

The year under review shows very decided
progress in Tasmanian child welfare work, and
a close inspeetion of the figures given in Table F
must bring some measure of satisfaction to every-
one concerned. Not only has the work expanded
further afield, but each year shows an increase
in the attendance of mothers and babies at the
centres and a marked increase in the number of
vizits paid to homes by the Sisters.

Centres.—At the 30th June, 1951, there were
82 child weliare centres in the State, including
five travelling clinies. This is an inerease of eight
over the previous year. There have been many
more demands from the public for new centresz
than the Department has been able to satisfy,
owing to difficulty of obtaining staff.

Staff —The staff comprized 46 child welfare
gigters (41 full-time and five part-time) and one
mothercraft nurse, and many changes have taken
place during the year.

Home Visiting.—This haz been facilitated
greatly by the usze of Government az well as
private cars by the Sisters in the various districts,
There are now eight Government and 11 private
carg in use, mileage for which is paid by the
Department. Many mothers in remote areas can
therefore benefit from thiz valuable serviee to the
community, which has hitherto been inaccessible
to them. Visits to homes totalled 55,879, an
inereage of 7,000 over the previous year, In addi-
tion, 3,271 visits were paid to expectant mothers.
Today the spotlight is focussed on the physical
and mental well-being of the pre-school child as
well az on the baby, hence the importance of home
vigiting and the establishing of the greatest

12
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degree of confidence between the mother and tha
child welfare sister. Tablets for the prevention
oli;_lifiaitre have been distributed regularly to the
children,

Attendanecer af Centres.—There were 134,690
attendances at the centres, an increase of 3,730
comparad with the vear 1949-50.

Tmmunization and Vaceination—There wera
226 children immunised against Diphtheria and
Whooping Cough and 12 vaccinated against Small-
pox—only half last year's figures for immunisa-
tion, owing to the epidemic of Acute Anterior
Poliomyelitis.

Medical Supervision.—A paediatrician has paid
weekly vizits to Hobart, North Hobart and
Moonah Clinies in the South, and to the central
clinies at Launceston and Burnie. The Sisters
have been able to refer to these doctors any
dietetic cases needing medieal adviee, and the help
given has been very valuahle

Student Nurses—The trainee nurses under-
tuking post-graduate courses at the Mothercraft
Home and Calvary Hospital are tutored by child
welfare sisters during thelr three weeks' distriet
experience and training. During the year, 456
student nurses passed through the centres for
training.

Leetwres—Loctures to achoolgirla were given
in 34 schools, and 376 certificates of competency
issued following examination. This is an import-
unt section of the work, and an endeavour is made
to present the subject in such a way that it will
not only appeal to the motherly instinets of the
girlz, but =ow the seed for the future recroitment
of general and mothereraft nurses. Radio talks
on mothereraft are given by Sisters in various
parts of Tasmania.

Literature—During the year the Child Welfare
Nurses” Guide Book was revised and placed in the
hands of the Printer. All other literature has
been brought up to date,

Infant Mortalily.—The vardstick by which the
value of child welfare service is measured is the
infant mortality. For the twelve months ended
31st December, 1950, the infant mortality rate
again reached the lowest level in the State’s hia-
tory, viz. 23.8 per 1,000 births.

TABLE F.
SUMMARY of Work Performed by Child Welfare Sisters During the Year, 1950-51.
Visits to [q T | Tyl vl em]| Attendunces ut Centres,
o oty | IvidunlSautequent| Visita 0 oy il Babies | D
Xo. of Cenltres. Nowabarn M]'“?I" i :,:I;PQE“"T to Homes, .{thlnﬂing' ProSchool | Obfer I'F';.E._u-ﬁ dunces ne
Bities, || ™ LA 4 L0 Nere Centres. | Babies. | Chiidren | Children | Mothers | C0ires
= o) o P | SO 5 | SRt Lo 9o
1 txf' ]
{Incleding | |
Moldle Units) | [ |
Sguthern Tas, 2ETL 22740 | MBOD 28] H4T A5 H4 1 7,584 1k 200 621 67,734
Morthern Tas | 3870 23,197 76} 27788 | LLASD | 63704 | 8,871 2078 | 1 66,951
Tom) ...] 85 | 45,4469 a7l 55,57 i.‘ﬂ,:!ﬂ?_ 102,645 17,855 12068 | 12 lage0
Mothercraft Home—The Mothercraft Home, result of a cardiac condition. The number of

which iz a training centre for Child Welfare and
Mothercraft Nursing Trainees, is a Departmental
Institution which admitz babies suffering from
dietetic irregularities, The number of zuch ad-
mizzions was 164. Two infant deaths were
recorded, one of a premature baby and one as a

certificates issued after examiniation was:— -
To Child Welfare Sisters ... ... 20
To Mothercraft Nurses .. 10

The report of the Matron iz contained in
Appendix I1II,
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TABLE 1. tion, 25 per cent (1,136) are known to have had
(Showing Ages and Causes of Death under  treatment. In addition, 1,346 children notified

One Year—1950.)

i EI‘IJILFJ' ut Birth .. 8
The Asphyxia Alelectusis ...
#d Pucumonia ol Newborn
7t Materasl Toxsemin
- I'.rrlllru-b]u.e-tmn =
Orther dizenses of e
T Dmnmaturify . T
7he Illdefined sy n|||l.-uu||-4
BOO1 ACElARIS .. cveieeiinananes

s

S |1= 15| =]

gl 8

o il
PR - B )
Canses of Theath nml 2121 E £ | E-.
Classification Number. 4 B |2 SElE
- r-s' E N { = e
sfalsi=talz
belE | = E |2 |2
B ElE|ElE|®
= = = o=
fla Tnhuri:nlhr \Irmngitia . -t el i 1
it popritng COmgh ooneianina e |
E .'lImungmu il Infisctions . ......0 < o 1 |
I'iu Cancer of Peritoneun TR 0T (M | e
20¢ Lenksemin ........ L R
2 Amemia ..... ... e b |

#1 Diseusos of cen |
[Tl e CILUTTT. RO RuttaRes (| [ B | | 2 4
48  Intlecn SR (] bR | e |
l'n I"nmm.m}u.{MI I'm'mw} Eetrtee et M il 1 14
'\.p[uuuhl:]l.w [T rrmy e B [P (R 1
‘ii"b LAt ro=eqteribis o enn vnnnanen =il oaef ' n o=
BEF 1Vaemue of Fuhl!nr‘h SRl B e ...I 1 1
5a Acute Nephriths . .ccoosicomen| el U0 L) | sy
Gl Pyonephrosis... 5 |
| il 27

|

i e b (T 1
75 tm#nmlﬂull’unlmmna ﬂl 'li» BL

Total ...... .....inh

m. 15| m ia'w-!

Seheol Modical Service.

Thiz vear was marked by the retirement of
Dr. C. L. Park, whose interest in the School Medi-
cal Serviee has been an inspiration to all members
of the ataff, There were several other changes
in the medieal and nursing personnel. Dr. J
Kennard, School Medical Officer, resigned in May.
Her contribution to the administration of the Ser-
viee cannot be too highly praized, and must have
far-reaching benefits. Dr. G. R. Nash and Dr. H.
Gibson earried out part-time duties in the South,
and in addition Government Medical Officera
examined children in their diztricts. In June,
1951, Dr. Gibson succeeded Dr. Kennard, and Dr.
M. Young commenced in a part-time capaeity.
Sister G. 8. Lamprill's retirement from the nurs-
ing staff completed many years of splendid service.
Personnel of Sisters has changed, but there have
been four working in the North, six in the South
(two of them part-time), and one on the West
Coast.

Medical Examinations.—The number of chil-
dren exumined totalled 13,249, Most -}fltheae
were in the southern half of the State, owing to
the difficulty of obtaining medical officers for the
North. Forty-three per cent were found to be
normal. In the 57 per cent with defects, dental
caries oceurred most frequently, being found in
27 per cent of the total number of children
examined and forming 64 per cent of all defects
found. Of those children reguiring dental atten-

after medical examination in the previeus }'BBI'
have been treated. Other defects found Treguentl y
have been unhealthy tonsils, goitre, skin condi-
tions, postural defects, underweight, defective
vision and other eye conditions. Of these children
T24 (and 552 from previous year's examinations)
have received treatment.

Mothers of pre-school children and entrants
at kindergartens and primary schools have been
invited to be present at the examinations. Seven
hundred and thirty-nine children were examined
in their mother’s presence. This indication of the
parents’ interest in their children’s health 1= moat
encouraging. It gives the Medical Officer and
Sister a chance to discuss with the mothers many
problems, including goitre prophylaxis and im-
munisation. It brings to the parents’ notice the
part played by the School Medical Service through-
out the children’s school

Sehool Sisters” Work—Home visiting by the
School Sisters haz continued during the year. A
total of 4,674 visite was made for the purpose of
following up the treatment of defects discoversd
during the medical inspections. Another 4,082
routine visits were made at the request of teachers,
to advise on matters of hygiene, &e. It is felt that
conaiderable advance in health education has re-
sulted from these contacts with parents. In addi-
tiom to szchool medical inspections, there were
57,772 contacts with children. These included
the numhbers seen in routine ecleanliness rlr“é?“-
tions, entrants interviewed, children refe by
teacherz or parents for the Sister's advice, and
obgervation cases noted on previons visits to the
particular school. Approximately 2,000 children
were seen and treated as minor casnalties. The
Bisters have also assisted local authorities in their
immunization of school children against Diph-
therin. At the Annual Conference in January,
lectures on medical and dental subjects were much
appreciated. These help to keep the nursing staff
}n tim:ch with the clinical aspect of their pro-

BS110N.

Erponzion of Serviee—Plans for further in-
creasing the medical and nursing staffs are in
hand, so that it is confidently expected that,
within another year, all districts in the State
will be supervised by a School Siser, and that
each child will have a complete medical examina-
tion every two vears.

School Dental Service.

The amount of work carried ont during the
yvear is almost double that performed last vear.
There were two main reasons for this. One was
the increased number of dentists in the Service.
The vear commenced with only four and ended
with eight. Another was the provision of im-
proved equipment in both the statie and mobile
units, including the addition of two modern
maobile units. With the addition of the mohile
clinie which iz almost ready for the road, and
another for which the Department is negotinting,
the present vear should be a record one for the
School Dental Service,

During the year some private dentists were em-
ploved on a sessional basis. Although they
gorved a nseful purpose, a perusal of the individual
totals will show that it is a much better proposition
to have Departmental dentists when available,



Children attending schools .n the following
districts were afforded treatment:—Sprent,
Castra, Abbotsham, Scottadale, Maydena, Wester-
way, Glenora, Waratah, Bridport, Penguin, Tul-
Iah, Williamsford, Rosebery, Zeehan, Oatlands,
Riana, South Riana, West Pine, Cuprona, Stow-
port, Natone, Strahan, Queenstown, West Zeehan,
Ridgley, Wivenhoe, Burnie, Devonport State and
Convent, Springfield, Campbell Town, Bruny
Island, Beaconsfield, Ringarcoma, Exeter, Flin-
ders Island, Sheffield, Wynyard, Pioneer, Huon-
ville, Launceston, Hobart,

A total of 20,916 visits was paid to the clinies,
comprizing 10,647 new visits and 10,269 repeat
visits,

Treatments afforded were az follows :—

Treatments 16,232
Fillings 8,504
Extractions 15,234
Cleanings 1,842
ToTAL 41,812
NUTRITION.

The report in regard to this Section has been

prepared by the Nutrition Officer (Miss A.
Camond ) .

Most of the routine activities, viz. lectures to
trainee teachers and nurses, refresher lectures,
talks to parents’ groups, assistance with school
feeding and milk schemes, and advice to expectant
and nursing mothers, were continued and in some
directionz expanded during the year. However,
the work of general nutrition education has been
taken over to a large extent by the Health Educa-
tion Council, and as a result new avenues for
edueation have been exploited, in particular radio
talks by the * Family Doctor,” radio scatters and
poster displays. It is noteworthy that nutrition
has been co-ordinated with other aspects of health
education.

In the previous report it was mentioned that
an Advisory Service on Imstitution Feeding was
being developed. In this connection a cooks’
training course was or nlse-:l and conducted at
the Roval Hobart Hospita

In the Autumn of 1951 the Nutrition Section
condueted the first series of practical demonstra-
tions to the public. This was a demonstration on
the preparation of rose hip syrup. Forty-four
demonstrationz were given at Hobart, Launceston,
and twenty-eight other centres. Attendances
totalled 1,250, including 3756 schoolgirls. Local
arrangements for most of the demonstrations
were made by the Committees of the Child Wel-
fare Associations. The success of the tour was
largely due to the co-operation of these and other
organisations.

The Section has begun a new service, whereby
al dietary advice is given to the parvents of
ildren found to be suffering from malnutrition
at the school medical examinations. [t is hoped to
extend this service in the course of the next vear.

Goitre—Nearly all the larger schools were
visited during November and December, 1950, in
connection with the distribution of potassium
iodide tablets for the Christmas vacation period.

| {HD. 68.)
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Committecs,—The two officers of the Nutrition
Hection serve on a number of Committees, note-
worthy ones being the Health Education Counecil
and sub-committees thereof, and the Syllabus
Committee for Health and Physical Education
within the Education Department.

JOHN EDIS, M.R.C.5, L.LR.C.P.,, M.R.C.0O.G.,
Acting Director of Public Health.

AFPPENIX I,

REFORT OF CHIEF HEALTH INSPECTOR FOR THE
YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1951,

Staff.

Mr. P. L. Knott was transferred from the clerical
seetion, and appointed as a Cadet Health Inspector. M,
A. Gillam resigned in March, and Mr. W, Waolnizer
was appointed to fill his pmitinn. Mr. F. J. Bailey was
appointed a part-time Inspector in the Povtland Muniei-
E::Hu to fill the vacaney caused by the death of Mr, J,
MY

Sanitary Sveveys and Special Tnspections.

Sanitary surveys, special inapections and enquivies, and
food sampling were carried out in all municipalities
throughout the State. In the course of the visits, works
of an educational and practical eharaeter were performed
with a view to increasing the knowl of lseal health
ingpectors and safeguarding the health of the public. Par-
ticular attention was directed to the supervision of domestie
water supplies, disposal of drainage, garbage and night-
zail, offensive trades, prevention o ;|1|.|.||:1.|1m aml infec-
tious diseases, housing, snfety of poblic buildings amd
places of public entertainment, and protection of food
supplics from contamination, Conditions abserved during
the visits were recorded, lecal authoritics ndvised, and
measures taken to remedy defects. Follow-up inapections
were made as required,

Details of inspections (which exclude those made by
part-time inspectors engaged in municipal districts whore
health services are directly controlled by this Department)
are ot out heveunder:—

Manmber of Hﬂ:‘:r' -
Matare of Inzpoetion. Tt F-I'IIU":T:I
1

Eneteriolvtic  tanks, ineluding s
sites and plans . 2058 ]
Bakeries 116 45
Berry I‘rultmapn:t:m:u 210 16
Butchers' premises 160 45

Building plans, im:ludmg rmb-

lie buildings and places of

public entertainment T8 [T
Boarding and guest houses 25 i
Dairying premizes and milk

ilepots 125 24
Dhisinfections aml fumigaticns 18
Domestic inspections jiey A AT
Drainage : 217 116
Food premises 364 55
Fruit processing pr:m1se-s 127 12
Garbage depots b2 15
Hospitals, hw.-lu;lh'lg q.Lm .H.I'I-d

plans ii 4
Licensed premises 164 45
Mizcellaneous il =1
Mutton bird processing PI.'EI'I‘LE!E.' 7 47
Offensive trades 181 i
Flaces of pulblic q.nlertlmlmnt 212 111
Heserves, 'bq.achen. simwnmunda-.

. 117 25
Sale yards .. 14 2
Sanitary depots  and !¢|."l-‘|¢l-'-1 45 13
Schools . ; 167 59
Spwernge schemes 8 3
Bpirit testing {aleoholic) GRA 12
Subdivisions of land o

Water supplies e i 10

One hundred and thirty-nine orders were served under
the Public Health, Food and Drugs, and Places of Public
Entertainment Acts, requiring improvemant of conditions.
With three rxmpllnh! these were compliod with., Action
was taken mgninst the defaulters, resulting in licences
being cancelled or legal proveedings instituted,
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Bactericlylic Tank Installatious.

One thousand one hundred and seventy-five new installa-
tions were approved by the Director of Public Health
during the year under review. This is an inerease of 170
over the previous year. The Scottsdale bueteriolytic tank
sewoernge scheme rogressing sntisfuctorily, some 260
installations having eebed. A similar scheme is
nbout to be commenced for Bridport, and it s estimated
this will' comprise apmeimltel'f 100 installations.

This q.-crnremenl:. method of nightseil disposal is still very
popular and the advice amd nssistance given hy Dﬂmrt-
mental officers iz appreciated by the public desiring to
avall themselves of these installations, where sufficient
waber sup ]EH- and suitable s0il for absorption of efMluent
are available, Before ztch installations can be commenaed
applicants munt submit applications and plans to the
Director of Public Hrlllﬂl fla:' approval. The Department
obliged to tuke legal action for one breach of the
lnttons in this rl'.'lpl‘:ct_ The defendant was convicted
penmlties amounting to £14 178 impozed.

Digposel of Deainege ond Nighteeil

Conziderable trouble is still I.H:Illvf cxpercienced through
pipes for drainage purposes being in short supply, conse-
quently much attention s devoted by Inspectors in an
endoavour to obvinte nuisanees enused thereby, In numer-
ous cases the only remedy found is to insist on the con-
struetion of freneh draing where the ground iz suitable
for this purpost.

Attention had to be drawn to certain local authorities
who failed’ to have disposal of nightseil carried osut in »
satiafactory manner, this being chiefly due to insufficient
labour and sanitary pans being available. In one case it
was necessary Lo order a local autherity to provide a
nightsoll removal sceviee to a large aubdivision where
neither sufficlent land nor water was available for indi-
vidunl d:i:pmtl. The action of the Dﬂt::—bﬂht resultod
in an adequate weekly removal service being provided by
the loenl nuthority in question.

Food and Drugs.

Four hundred and sixty-seven samples of food, including
267 samples of milk, were procured and submilled for
analytical examinmtion., Of these, fourtcen milks, three
alecholic spirits, nine creams amd seven sBUsSREes Wwere
found to be below the preseribed standard., Legal pro-
n‘:ed!l'lfﬂ were instituted in twelve instances. Defendants

ound guilty, and fines and costa amounting to £01
In twenty-one cases of minor breaches of the
law, warnings wore lzsued.

Food condemned conslsted of 178 cases of apples, 4 tons
of berry fruit, 210 mutton bivds, 1 enrease of mutton, and
2 oX tongucs

Sixteen warpings were issucd in cases where berry
fruit was not sufficiently bolow standard to warrant con-
demnation.

Twenty-five defective food containers were found to be
unfit for use as such. These were seized and destroyed.

It was found necessary in one instance to recommend to
o local authority that the registration of a.]s.ugh’mrl
promizes be pefused. The recommendation was aﬂu-p
and the premises snbsequently vacated,

WRE

Swpervision of Mutton Rird Tidustey,

In am endeavour to improve conditions under which
mutton birds are processed, packed and marketed, n pre-
liminary visit by inspectors was made to the Furneaux
Group of Islands before the scason opencd, and orders
sorvied for repaiving and rebuilding certain packing sheds,
Further inspections carried oul during the seazon showed
that the necessary repairs and bulldings had been com-
pleted, and the cleansing, processing and packing of
mutton birds generally were being carried out satisfae-
torily., Four new packing sheds will be required for next
season’s vse. An up-to-date factory has been constrocked
and mmppr.-d by Mr. F. Jackson on Babel Island, in which
maddein facilities are provided for cleansing, pac-]ung anil
PIW:\!HHR mutton hirds on a large =ealg for human con-
sumption

fr'-rrry Frarits,

The sensonal examination of consignments of berry
fruits delivered to processimg factories nt Hobart, New
Norfolk, Huon, Port Cygnet and Castle Forles Bay was
agmin carried out by napectors of this artment and
tempornry froit ingpectors appointed for this work. Al-
though the numbor of consignments condemned was not
ns NUMerous ns in previous years, an amount of over
four tons of fruit was seized and destroved owing 1o s
being below the atandard Eﬂmnbnd by the Food and Drugs
Regulations. As this is the third zeason in suecession that
the Department has undertaken the responsibility of
pratecting this particular industry in regard to the quality
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of fruit delivered, it is considered that the p

faetories themselves should in future accept tha i
bility for the quality of fruit forwarded by growers

up to the standard required,

Flaces of Public Entertainmient.

The Committee appointed, consisting of officers of the.
Hobart Fire Brigade, Hobart City Council and this De-
sartment, have completed the rI: of conzolidating the

tions under the Plam FI.INII Entertainment

Act.  These are bei
uc!u'bm:ﬁ:m:'t:t thqﬂﬁlﬁmtlhnrlﬁﬂ for mp:ﬁ

ap
Elnmmu: plans have been examined by the Commitiee
and reports submitted to the Director of Public Health
in eonnection with the ﬁlmmd construction of and altera-
tions to public balls. The members of the Committes are
th ﬁmpl:ilmmthl on the valuable work performed in
& respee
As the result of nn extremely grave fire hazard l:i.!tﬁﬁ.'
at one place of public mlm'tammunt, it was found |
to eancel the licensi: of this building until the requ
r&f Elht Places of Poblic Entertainment Act are compl

Conelieaion,

In conclusion, I desire to thank Gouneil Clerks and
Local Health Inspectors for their ration and assis-
tance.  The Inspectorinl Stafl has given loyal and con-
seientious serviee throoghout the year,

H. H. PARKER, M.R.5.1.
Chief ilealth Inspector.

Arrexpix 1.

REPORT 'D'F' GOVERNMENT ANALYST FOR THE
YEAR ENDED 20th JUNE, 1951

Etaf, 1

The only change in the numerical strongth of tbn staff
wis the employment of Mr. J. L. Davies a8 a temperary
part-time technical assistant from December onwards,
whilst mu&b&un; n scicneo degree at the University. The
work of Branch is |MM| mn‘l‘.i.nnlll_y_,mm
in the momber of materials and nveutl.qaﬂnm
bot in the esmplexity of thé work invo
gressive inerease over the past five vears is ahwn b:

l’ulluw;,n: figures:—
CAT. No. of EI.I:ID]-.H.
TEHG i oo i e o e T U TTE L
i} | S R b B
IEI-lEt“. . e T e
1948 r:ut six mon un:nlr} e EIRABEC 1 MG
{gggﬁ R L B.lu'r il
A much greater increaze of work than il! in y
the abowve ﬂm comes fron the tenden
work for t various bramches of the

A.grl:ull.urr to require much more invest

and E“Ié:;p]c %imvmiﬂri]:ﬂm in cﬁﬂtﬂlﬂlm . m
niekits, " 1% W refer Lo n -anl'l

with preposals for future requirements.

Chemienl Analyses awnd’ anhﬂ:M| .._--
Table |,—Materials mmmpd-
Foodla

4 i}
Solls
Petraleum rvbd'ucla imis. !H!t.ml Im'u-

Anlrn] nuttlﬁ-u-n i ‘: &

Hydrometers and thtnnmal.e‘rn

%ﬂrlili:.:r:n |'1-. ;
axicology—human . .

Toxicology—animal | .

Plant nateition .,

Pestichdes

Huoman milk

Textiles nnd paper

Industrial hygiene and tnmmlnq'y

[nduatrial materinls and 'E']'IE]I'IH!I-II
Liming materials

Dirugz and medicines

Criminal investigation . .
ke mud S

Paints and |]I.II|Ii1H|Z materinls . ..

Metals, minerals, seales and sediments

let products {essential ﬁlln. mim

Sew ‘and trade wastes

;;mﬁéuﬁsﬁ#ﬁﬁ& B s

Marine products
Pathological apﬁcnm:

Total

8 s
Bles weal Z8ze
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Table [I.—Source of samples—
Btate Departments—

Agriculture ... .. oda
Lalbour |.11,d Industry . - R 17
Transpo o 15
Hyﬂmﬂilﬂtm Commiuiun Bt 10
Premioer's ..
Agricultural Bank
Public Waorks b
nds and Snrﬂrs ]
Zalmon  and thwntm' Fluharm
Conunission
Attorney-General's

Commonwealth Dﬂmﬂmtnu—
Trade I.nd Customs ... ...
C.5LE
-ﬂommq.m “d Agrmult.ure
‘Fomtrr and Timber Butw.u
Works and Housing ... .
Repatriation ¥
Ci Councils and Loeal Authorities
Chi Welfare Centres . .. .. ..
Hospitals . . il il
Private pﬂmna and firms .. ..

Total

L

i EE&EHZ;TEE -

2426

Food and Drugs Act Anralyses.

The following table summarises the resultz of analyses
of food samples taken officially by inspectors of the Public
Health Department and loeal authorities during the

FEAr i—
Numbsr
Fomdatufl, RN;&‘P‘J gl
Baking chemicals 2
e i 3 :
Bromd .. .. .. 11
Bu T M 15 2
Cereals and starches 1
Evrdhll and Summer drinks EI!! EE
Custard and dessert p-u-wdmn i 1
{canned) .. .. 1
. F:I'n’ii .iuim amd tinmad fruit :E
Jnn R e 3 1
Margarine 1
Meat ndmts {uunaﬂ} ]
Ment and fish paste . . 2 1
gllilli: R i 328 i
UBAEeS .. ... 13 8
Soup (eanned) 2
Sphoes .. .. 1 ?
by B e R R T (i3
3 & and savouries .. .. . 7 ;
Vegetables {canned) 15
505 77

The proportion of samples which failed to comply with
ﬂi! mulmne;ntt ni‘ the Food and Drug Regulations was
r cent. Milk, cream, sausages, spirits and cordials
prwll ded most of the infringements. Cream sold retail in
shops was still being found deficient in butterfat content,

1I'I preseérvative, or impreperly labelled, at the

ng of the vear, but the position improved consider

llhr- Three snmples of snusa were found to
n!mm:ﬂ“ 57, IIH and 63 por cent of meat gﬂuﬂ?ﬂrniﬂnuud
requi

ik "i!‘ﬁ.gw cent. Others contmined excessive
preservative or eereal filler. The faulty spirit samples were
'I.Hmd to bolow stren Five samples of cordinls from
mlo consignment which had been in store for a eon-
lll:lt time had fermented. There was eonsiderable
pressure in Hlllée ﬂédﬂa;ﬂhﬂ:!:&! ‘;;d lhl: faulty varieties
were segregated a ra the local authorities"
inspectors, Two lemonade bottles contained foreign matter
—‘I'ltltlblc debris and linseod oil respectively,

.Mﬂnntm‘}-ﬂr’h t‘l.'bl:l'll'bud 23 m‘lp'Itﬂ‘l of

ﬂnl
the presance H added wl.hn
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Milk.
An examination of the results of milk analyses reveals

the following:— 2 ; -
Sanples. £

Complied with standard ... ... 208 909
Deficient in fat only 5 15
Below standard in non-fatty

and/or total auhd:. but not

waLered ; s Ul b.b
Watered L S 7 2.1
d28 100.0

These¢ figures show an imprevement on the previous
year, when the percentage of samples above standard was
86.7. The propertion of watered samples (indicated h:r
low freezing point depression) was about the same, but
there was a decline in the number of sub-standard, but
not adulterated, sarmples.

Waters, &e.

Next to soils and petroleum products, which are dealt
with under the heading of the respective Departments,
water samples (274) were next in numbers a fonds.
Most of the wnters were examined for farmers as to
suitability for use for stock, irrigation, general household
purposes, hot water services and occasionally for human
drinking porposes. In every case the results of analysis
were interpreted for the sender, with suitable advice, amd,
in & number of cases, recommendations for treatment.

A nomber of special water investigntions have been
made. At the request of the Director of Industrial De-
velopment, special tests have been made at monthly and
intermedinte intervals to pmnh: information on the
Mersey River at Latrobe, in connection with the posaibility
of the establishment of a textile industry in the vicinity.
The colour, turbidity, iron content and mineral analysis of
the water were followed.

In connection with the rescarches of the Fizsheries Divi-
sion of the Commonwenlth Scientific and Industrial Re-
search Organisation into trout acclimatisation in lakes, a
regular series of testa have been made inte mineral eontent
nnd biclogical oxygen demand of zamples submitted. Fol-
lowing further studies in lake and pond fertilisation,
samples of water and bottom mod heve been regolarly
tested for nitrogen, phosphate, alkalinity and other con-
atituents,

At the request of the Director of Public Health, the
fluorine mnwnt-: of the State’s Eﬂnmpnl towns' water
supplies have been determined. The amounts found were
very low, im most cases 0.1 part per million and in no
case exceeding 0.2 part per million.

Adviee and assistance were given to the proprietors of
an ive-skating rink on smtnhle treatment to prevent corro-

gion of the pipes of the frees s\rsl-e'rn by the brine used.
Complaints were mmhga rogard ﬁnbhﬂrmlll taste
and colour, algae and corrosion in a num of public and

private water 3up|i'|1u: and also suitable means suggested
to prevent baller pitting by cortain waters.

Complete analyzes were made in connection with a num-
ber of new water supplies pro for small townships
omd municipalities, and the testing of the Hobart supplies
[uge;.hul City Engineor was continood st three-monthiy
intervals.

Toxioelogy, Pelice Tnvestigalions, &c.

Forty-one specimens and materials were examined in
connection wiith cases of suspected human poisoning or
alleged harmful effects. There were three cases of
strychnine poisoning. Chloral, phenol, DI\ T.-copper mix-
ture, anthisan, veganin accounted for one each. idencs
wns given at "the subsequent inguesis by myself, and ia
one case by Mr. G. H. Payne. There were four negative
Ccases,

Attention was drawn during the yvear by a resident of
E;g'be]uwk Meek to the probability of the berries of a
species of DManelle, known locally as the rushberry, having
cpsed the poisoning of u child a three years who ate
some. The symptoms reported included drowsiness, glassy
eyes, high temperature, and stomach pains, followed by
temporary deafness. The berries, which are a bright
pu le-blue, areé reputedly M:mﬂhs in Tasmania, Species

iamnclla have been reported to have poiso stock in
hew South Wales, and caused the desth of a child in
New Zealand. It appears that the toxic prineiple has not
yvet been isolated.

The muwst intercating case was the fatal polsoning of a

at Castle Forbes Bay after having eaten cooked ™ toad
E:ni: spheraides losomus, one of the family of Tetro-

Hope & E?: flesh contains an eu]tinﬁuuf polsonious water-
1 ubstance B powa
cotic wflun. : o ;o
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Twenty-vight specimons were cxamined in eonnection
with enscs of alleged poisoning of animals, ineloding stock
and domestic pets.  Stryehnine, lead and phosphorus werg
di-etaelal respectively in three cases, but most proved nega-
tive.

Nine (#) specimens wers examined for the police in
connection with criminal investigations. In several cnses
ovidenes was given at the trials, One case involved the
testing of paint from a road guide post and from tho
damaged mudguard and bumper of a car, which was
alleged to have hit the post before o fatal accident. Evi-
denee of similarity of the paints was given.

Agricultiral Chemisiyg.

In the year under roview, 543 materials were examined
for the various branches of the Department of Apriculture,
which contributed more samples than any other depart-
ment. The main groups of materials wore as follows: —

Seile and Fortilisers.—These totalled 219 samples, most
of which came from the Agronomy Division. These wore
in connection with fleld experimental work, in which
attempts are being made to correlate the results of pot
experiments and response to various fertilisor applien-
tions, with ehu:rnllml analyses. During the year an investi-
gation which will extend over two years was commenced
by the Division, with the ¢ ration of an officer of this
Branch, into the problem of the early failure of Algerian
oats in the Cressy district. This invelves the determination
of nitrate in o lngr number of soil samples at two-
monthly intervals. Other soils work has involved complets
analyses of hops soils for the Horticultural Division, and
soils from the district agricultural offieers and the plant
pathologist.

In addition to the soils examined for the department,
142 samplea were tested for farmers and members of the
publie for advisery purposes.  Most of these amples wers
sent in at the instigution of the disiriet agricultural
officers and other divisional officers, who were advised
of the results and suggestions in order that they could fol-
low up the cases.

Forty-nine (49} samples of fertilisers were examined,
most of them for t partment of Agriculiure, the
others for private firms and farmers.

Thirty-seven  (37) samples of pesticides were alsa
examined. m the proposed regulations ander the now
Fertilisers, Pesticides and Stock Medicines Act eome inte
force at an early date there should be a considerable in-
crenze in these two tyoes of samples.

The shortage of agrienltural lime and the searveity of
suitable limestono deposits makes it necessary to explor
eV ﬂﬂlhﬂlﬁltﬁ"- This led ta 19 samples of limestone,
marl, &ec., being exomined and reported on for the De-
partment of Agricalture and for farmers.

Vetorinary  Analysos.—0One hundred and one  (101)
specimens of blm:ld or liver, nearly double the nomber sub-
mitted the previcus vear, were examined in econneetion
with deficiency diseases, for copper and eobalt content.
The veterinary officers are conducting systemntie dozing
trinls on some properties, which neecssitates regular test.
ing of specimens.

A number of specimens of organs of npnimals suzpeetel
3& having been poisoned were also submitted by wu}ﬂ':nm;-

Plant Analyses~—~This work was responsible for 51
samples. = Some of these required determinations of the
principal nutriont clements in plants, others the determing.-
tion of clements that may be toxie, such as mangancse,
and other minor elements were also involved,

In addition tests were made for the Plant Pathologist,
in cnlmt;ctlun with experimental spraving of apricots io
control * brown rol,” to determine the amounts of spray
residues of the mew fungicides soch as isothan, fermate
and thiotex before and after washing anid canning treat-
ments.  This involved considerable work in ostablishing
the technique of suitable analyticsl mothods.  Forty
samples Juiees cxprossed from  mpricots were also
expmined for sogar, acid and pH in connectilon with
“hrown rot ™ investigations,

Commaswenlth Depurbiients,

This work again comprised a eonsiderable ber of
the total samples exnmined, mainly oils, petro‘::,'m‘m‘;wre.
thermometers, hydrometers, and  fome  miscellaneous
materials for tariff classification, done for the Department
of Trade and Customs (393 samples) and Commeren snd

Agriculture (B4 samples}, Most of this work is rapi|

rautine testing, otherwise it could not be handled by the-
resent staff. It is probable that this work will be red

in the near future. Eighteen soils were examined for the

Commonwealth Forestry and Timber Bumna {

potrols and oils for the Department of Works and Housi

and ice-cream (2) for the Repatriation Commission,

work for O.5.1LK.0. has been dealt with onder waters.

Industrial Toxicology.

Twenty-three (23) samples were examined in this con
nection, but o considerable amount of tdvhnﬁ work way
involved for the Department of Labour a ﬁuntr!
Sixteen samples of furniture polishing materials wers
cxpmined for the Department following the n that
the products of one firm contained bengol, which is of 2
toxic nature. Considerable amounts of beneol, between 10
and 20 per cent and 2-3 per cent were found in samples
of redurer, and over one per cent was found in & u.mg:
of polish finisher. The products wore removed Trom
furniture factories amd returned to the makers the
agenta, The polishes now in use are mainly of the eclluloze
solvent type or mixtures of industrial lated apirit,
petroleum solvent and small amounts of toll mlﬁhmnul..

Samples of dust from tyre retreading and sewmill
establishments were exanvined. G i i

Some time was 2pent with the Chief Industrial Welfare
Cfieer in advizing on the most suitable types of apparatus
1o purchaze for the sampling and testing of Impurities
facltory atmosphores. ¢ Department of Labour and
Industry has now on order some very modern equipmen

mmtc‘l
trivined

|3

some of which could be nsed only by setentifically-
officers, and some which might be used by suitably
officers of that department.

|
11

Migeelleneons Work.

The testing of human and cows' milk for infant fecding
l.‘_:l:;lunull llflt lfﬂ-rtﬁhﬂd Welfare Centres EI;.I]’ elini
comtinwed durin e . Twenty-one
‘l'uduzel.riaﬂff mat.v;-:"{;!s ;'3\3: L-:cmlht&. ﬁﬁm ae
number of samples of cargoe suspected o ng dammged
by ses-water or other agencies, examined for insur
companies and assessors, and samples of materinls used
in the preparation of mirrors, in eonnection
facturing diffienlties. Other materials comprized miscel-

laneous metals, minerals, boiler sediments, &e. (14
and modieines (13), painta and buikding mm%’

[

plant predocts, ineluding yacen gum, cssentinl oils, .:
{12}, disinfretants, soaps, marine and
cul specimens (5). e

Information, Commiltees, &o.

i
The Branch continued to be o souree of information on
many chemical matters to the public and other depart
ments. The diversity of subjects on which advies im.
formation were requested iz illusirated by the | 1
representative list:—Taint removal from refrigerators
water supplies, trade waste disposal, industrial
foeding  materials, jam-making troubles, anti-cor
paints, boier corrosion prevention, toilet ¥mr substitutes
for use with s;:lptnc tanks, and processes for the manufaec.
ture of lime-sulphur spray on o commercial seale.

A good denl of time has beon taken up at. tings and
]:ﬂ' consideration of recommendntions for tians by

e newly-constituted Fertilisers, Stock Medieines and
Pesticides Boards, on all three of which the Government
Anﬂgeu was appointed during the year an ex-officio
Teember.

ks

A namber of meetings of the Food Standards Commit-
tee were attended during the year. Mueh thought and
resenreh wore devoted, among other things, to . eon-
sideration of jam standards. It iz gratifving that after
mch discussion a sob of standards acceptable to the De-
partment and to the teade, including minimom froit and
soluble solids content, was ag upon.

Staff and Aecommodntion,

. The Branch is divided into two fnirly distinet scetions,
in each of which the more advanced work calls for some
degree of specialisatlon. These are—
(1} Food, water supplies and geporal: 7ol
(2) Agricultural chemistry, o

o e
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There In;:lhar work such as police work, toxicolo and

industrial which does not eome into el
these ea The nrr:lannt staff is scarcely E'I.'Lﬂ’lﬂ‘]l!l‘ll
1o denl ﬂ:la day to day rountine work, and there is

ll:ltlnut no hmu for necessary investigation and exploratory

in new fields in which it is essential that we should

W o duta. such as vitamin assays, new techniques

IH, developments in soil analysis, new pesti-

cides, and i ustrial toxicology, including dust examination,

Recommendationz have been made with o view to consoli-
dating the staff Itlnn.

Amnother need s laboratory secemmodation.
The most t Ja sampling and machinery accommoda-
tion. The II tories were built withoot pmviﬂ.lnn being

made for nccommadating the drying, grinding, mixing and

T ng operations which are first and most important in
analytical work. The handling of large numbers of wat,
clayey sofls necessitntes the installation of shelves and
dr: HIII'IJI:I!I'!I‘.. The grinding of soils and other

Ia ereates noise, dust and dirt. Ho far this has

o be done either in the analylical laboratories or o

lml inndequate partitioned-off space in the base-
Machinery amd apparatus cannot be housed in the

ulnth; accommadation and have to overflow inte storve-
rooms, enusing much congestion and some inconvenicnce.
It fs mecessury to store in the laborstory conziderabie
quantities of inflammable solvents and acids. Certain
operations require the use of volatile inflavemable =nb-
stances such as ether. This work and the store of in-
ﬂl.mmhmrht:mla should be segregated, as is done in all

rics.

il mnch I-rner optical room is requived.
t il :.* recommended that provision be made to
ratory in conjunction with the plans made
tﬁ ne'w hn.tldmr.n for the Royal Hobart Hospital, which

acent to these laboratories.
In comclusion, T desire to express my «
the loyal qo-:rpcrm:inn and support of
ﬂllf-..iﬁﬂ' during a busy year.

\ H. E. HILL, F.RA.C.I.,

appreciation
all members of

ARIC.,
Government Analyst.
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REPORT OF MOTHERCRAFT HOME, NEW TOWN,
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1961.

Sixty-three mothers and 164 babies were admitted to
the Hﬂhh dllt‘il‘ﬂ? the past vear. - Two infant deaths were
el ong a premature babe, the other suffering

fr-:lm canl!a.e dizenge,

Twenty-twa Child Welfare students obtained the Nurses'
Begistration Board's Certificate, one of these after her
seeond attempt. There arve thirtean Child Welfare students
at present in training.

Ten Mothereraft aiudtmh: secured !hmu
MNurse's Certificate, and are eight in training ot
present. Twao Mﬂthﬂ‘!‘tmft- atudentz failed to complete the
course, ane through her own aickness and the other boe
cause of her father's llness,

During the last four and a half months of the wear
the Home has had its quotn of trained staff, but two
of these Sisters wish te be replaced at the end of the
curreént term of Child Welfare students.

During lhil period T was absent on annual recreation
lenve, and also spent four weeks in Sydney, stedying Tre-
zillian and Truby King Child Welfare methods. During
the h-:-l|11.a¥ E‘?rmd I also saw something of the Quecnsland
metheds of Maternal and Child Welfare Services.

Over the past year the domestic situation has fluctuated,
but alntlm present time there iz a full staff, with a reliever
as well,

The Mothereraft studepts" sitting-reom has been re-
furnished, the mothers' living-room re-decorated and two
atandard lamps supplied. This has made a marked im-
provement in the general atmosphere.

E. M. LOCKE,
Matron.

Mothereraft

::.
L ', "
TON IL.—REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL SERVICES FOR
P THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1951,
Far HOSPITALS. tionz of nditure. The effect of increases in
- salaries and wages, as indicated by the expendi-

Pﬂﬁh’ﬂ Hospitals (ercluding Mental and Chest

Hospitals) .

- Beds Available~—The number of beds increased
during the year to 1,970, being 54 more than last
year. This was mainly due to former private
hospitals having been taken over by the Siate,
as instanced by the Toosey Memorial Hospital at
Longford, Darwin Hospital at Burnie, and Win-
darra Hospital at Smithton.

Number of Patients—The overall increase of
705 in the number of patients also is mainly
due to the additional public hoapitals.

Maintenanece Cosfs.—The costz increased hy
£200,666 to £1,062,007, being 23-3 per cent on
last year’s amount. The average daily cost for
the treatment of in-patients during the year was
40=, 11d., bemg an increase of T8, 7d. on the pre-
vious :.raars cost.  The average cost per in-

tient was £30 8s. 10d., an increase of £5 3s. 11d.

ut-patient eosts also increased from 4s. 9d. to
ba. Td. per visit, and the cost per out-patient from
16=, lfetn 165. Od.

It is to be noted that, of the total cost, the Com-
monwealth provided 21-36 per cent and the State
T8.95 per cent. The remainder was met from fees,
donations, &c.

The comparizons for three years, as set out at
the foot of Table J, show the increases and ner-
centages of costs under the principle classifica-

.

tore, appears reflected in all items.

Receipts—Commonwealth aid increased by 2.6
per cent over the previous vear, attributable to
inereased receipts from pharmaceutical benefits
and refunds of doctors’ salaries under the pro-
visions of Section 6 of the Commonwealth Hos-
pital Benefitz Act, whereas State grants to hos-
pitals increased by 34.6 per cent in order to meet
the increazed cost of maintenance.

It became necessary to obtain approvals from
the Prices Commission to increases of fees for
rivate and intermediate wards in the maternity
FoapitaIs, and for patients ungualified for free
reatment under the provizions of the Hospital
Benefits Act.

Consultant Specializsts.—The visiting neurolo-
gist zaw patients as hereunder at the Royal Ho-
bart and Launceston General Hospitals:—

Patients.
Royal Hobart Hospital 5T
Launceston General Hospital 34

The visiting plastic surgeon saw 114 patients
at the Royal Fobart Hospital, and carried out 38
operations.

Royal Hobare Hospital—During the past year,
the following matters have been features in tha
general development of the Hospital, and the fol-
lowing building developments took place:—
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“ Gattonside,” a private home in the City,
which had been purchased by the Govern-
ment, was converted into a Nurses’ Home for
midwifery trainees; 17 nurses being aceom-
modated there.

Plans were commenced for a new Out-
patients Department and Ancillary Service
in the form of a long-range plan spread over
three stages.

An annexe was added to the X-ray De-
partment, thus allowing for the implementa-
tion of the Government's plan for patients
recommended by outgide medieal practi-
tioners to receive X-ray examination with-
out attending the Out-patients Department.
X-ray examinations of a large investigational
nature are still required to be dealt with
through the Out-patients Department.

Good progress haz been made with the
conversion of the Children’s Hospital on
the corner of Camphbell and Liverpool Strects
into a temporary Out-patients Department.
and with the provision of an Amenities Block
for Domestic Staff.

Extenzions to the Nurses' Home at Wing-
field House for Crippled Children have been
completed., These comprize extra bedrooms
and recreational facilities,

In July, 1950, another Annexe was added
under the name of the Lady Clark Rehabili-
tation Centre, Claremont, previously admin-
istered by the Australian Red Cross Society.
The State Government purchased the build-
ing, and handed it over to the Royal Hobart
Hoapital as a male rehabilitation centre for
Tasmanian patients generally. The treat-
ment of orthopaedic cases is carried out at
this Centre.

Lawneeston General Hospital.—During the vear
plans were completed for the conversion of the
Infections Diseases Block into a Nurses' Home,
and also for extensions to the laundry. Prelimin-
ary plans were also made for alterationsz and ex-
tensions to the main hospital.

Darwin Public Hospital, Burnic.—This hospital
was conducted as a private hoszpital for many
years, and was the only one in Burnie. In order
to prevent the closing of the hospital, it was taken
over by the Burnie Public Hospitals Board, and
purchazed as from the 14th October, 1950, with-
out any break in the services. Pending the open-
ing of the new Burnie Hospital, arrangements
were made for maternity cases only to be accepted

1951.

at the Darwin Hospital, and for all general cases
to be sent to the Spencer Hospital at Wynyﬁ;‘i
The hospital was purchased by the Board with
finance provided by the Government.

Meereroft Hogpital, Devonport.—The exten-
sions to nurses' guarters were commenced, and
it was expected they would be ready for occupation
by October, 1951.

Devon Public Hospital, Latrobe,.—The construe-
tion of a new nurses’ home and the medical officer’s
residence was proceeding satisfactorily, and it
waz expected they would be completed towards
the end of 1951.

Toosey Memorial Hospital, Imglfﬂfd, — The
Committee of Management of this hospital found
inereasing diMeulties in finanecing the hospital
from the limited income available from the he-
quest of the late J. D. Toosey, Esquire. As the
result of a petition to the Governor and requests
for assistance, the Municipality of Longford was
proclaimed a Public Hospitals District and a
Board of Management appointed. The Board took
over the management of the hospital as from the
1st July, 1950. It has been conducted as a general
hospital, but proposals are being considered for
adding a maternity block for the needs of the
Longford and Cressy districts.

New Norfolk Hospital.—To enable the hospital
staff to be satizfactorily housed, extensions to
the Home have been proceeding and should be
completed later im the year.

Spencer Hospital, Winyard. — The Nurses'
Home for the Maternity Section was completed
and opened in September, 1950. The extensions
to the Nurses' Home for the General Section were
well advanced, and it was expected would be
completed by August, 19561. A FPhysiothera
Department, especially for the treatment of Polio-
myelitis cases, iz to be established, and the build-
ing was advanced sufficiently to expect that it
would be opened within a few months.

Smithton Public Hospifal. — The Government
carried out extensive alterations and additions
to the former Windarra Private Hospital, and on
10th February, 1951, the hozpital waz officially
opened for the reception of patients. The Muni-
cipality of Circular Head was declared a Public
Hospitals District, and a Board appointed to
manage the hospital.

Greneral,— Tables J, K, and L provide general
statiztica and the summary of maintenance re-
ceipts and payvmentis.
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TABLE M.
Total Hospital Beds Awvailable as of the 30th June, 1951, ( Ereluding Mental and Chest
Hasp:m-s}
Hoapiéal. Non-publie. Public. =
Gereral. | Maternity. | General. Maternity, Tnfections. Tatal.
Public .. . [} ' 8 1,381 220 141 1,970=84-5%
Private n1 | 50 361=155%
Total f61 | 124 1381 2000 141 | 2.8
21 per cent. 79 per eent.

Clagsification of Bed Availability.

Ceneral—
Public in public hospitals 1,381
Non-public wards 2 al

1453
Private hospitals .. . . 211
General Total 1,742=T5%
Maternity—
Public in public hospitals 320
Non-public wards T8
— 308
Private hospitals &0
Maternity Total 44B8=10%
Infections—
Public in public hospitals 141= 6%
Total 2,381=100%

Ratio of Bed Availability per 1,000 Population.
General {m::]udms: convalescent and

chrmucs} B0
Maternity .. . : 1.5
Infectiouns 0.5
Total (beds |]-L.i. 1,000) 8.0

INSTITUTIONS FOR AGED AND INFIRM.

There are two institutions in the State for the
accommodation of the aged and infirm, viz. St.
John's Park, Mew Town, and the Home for In-
valids, Launceston. Reports will be found im
Appendices V. and VI, respectively.

BusH NURSING.

At the 30th June, 1951, there were 25 centres
throughout the State, 13 of which provide hoapital
accommodation, These centres are controlled by
the Public Health Department. The remaining
12 centres do not provide hospital accommaodation,
but have consulting and treatment rooms, and also
provide domiciliary treatment in the district.
Loeal Bush Nursing Commitiees assizt in the con-
ducting of seven centres. Centres at Gladstone,
Mole Creck, Ringarcoma and Rosebery were
transferred to Departmental control during the
year.

The Bush Nursing Association has continued
to contribute towardz the maintenance of some
centres, and has also assisted with furnishings,
equipment and other amenities,

Loeal Auxilinries and Branches of the Country
Women's Aam-cmhnn have helped generously
throughout the year in providing extra amenities
for the centres and maintaining local interest,
The Department has provided X-ray and electrical
equipment az required.

Shortage of nursing and domestic staffs has
again been evident, and has been responsible for

the curtailment of admissions to some of the hos-
pital eentres, At the 30th June there were aix
vacancies in the nursing staff.

Child welfare centres have been opened at
Avoca, Brighton Camp, Cygnet, Ri
Sorell and Strahan, which accounts for the de-
creased number of child welfare visits made by
Sisters in the Bush Nursing Service.

Table O gives a summary of the work carried
out in the various centres during the year,

Alopnef,—The road comnecting the North and
South Islands has been completed. Extensions
to the hospital have been carried out.

Cyanef —The hozpital was clozed to in-patients
for several months of the year, owing to staff
shortage. A local Hoapital Advisory Committee
has been formed

Brighton Camp—This centre was closed per-
manently when the building was required by the
Military Authorities.

Sorell—A new laundry and a dark room have
been added to the hospital.

Strohai.—New cottage and surgery have been
commenced at this centre. A panel van has been
provided, to serve as an ambulance for trans-
porting of patients to the Lyell District Hospital
at Queenztown.

Swansea —Extensions and alterations ave being
carried out. They include new labour ward, two
atafl bedrooms, nursery, extensions to kitchen,
workroom, bathroom, sanitary convenience and
laundry.

Tosman.—The admission of patients had to be
reduced from time to time during the year, owi
to ataff shortage. Electricity has beon con
to the hospital, which has resulted in certain elec-
trical equipment, including a refrigerator, being
provided. The Red Cross Society gave an electrie
wireless to replace the old battery set.

Cape Barren Island.—The whole of the building,
a portion of which was used previously for other
purposes, has now been included in the hospital.

Gladstone —This eentre was opened officially in
October, 1950, It is now a Departmental Centre,
and it 2erves a large area.

Grossy, King Island. —The work in this centre
is increasing. The Sister makes a weekly trip to
Currie for child welfare work, which will not be
necessary when a Child Welfare Centre is estab-
lizhed there.

Redpa—With the opening of a public hospital
at Smithton, in-patients are not encouraged at
this centre, pending the extension of electricity to
Redpa.

Rosebery—This is a very busy centre for out-
patient treatment. It iz hoped that hospital ae-
commodation will be available in the near future,

Tullaph.—Some structural improvements have
been carried out. E
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1961,

Th || , which had been extensively amended
aver l‘ﬁiﬂ lﬂ:‘?.}n:ru., were consolidated and redradied.
All currteula contained in these regulations were vovised.

lations wore also made under the Tasmanian
Auxilinry Nursing Service Act.

Traning Sehools,

Number of registered training schools—

(o iy, T PR R i 10

Midwifery ... ... .o ce A fi

Payehiatrie ... ... .. .. 2

Child Welfare 2

Tubereulosis . .. . 1
Trainecs,

1. Applications for training (178) as follows:—
L e e, |
I i e e e e B
Child Welfare ... ... ... ... .. .... 28

2. Commenced training (320) as follows:—
LT | B s e e e 1.1

(Of these 40 wore under 17).
LU LT T e S T S e | |
L T R SR e
Child Welfare ... ... .0 o A7

#. Completed training (213) as follows:—
Elﬁ“al e e S R |
Child Welfare ... ... ... ... .. .... 47

4. Resigned before completion of training (133) as

follows :—
T P PR Bl i e s i,
(Includes 5 of the 40 who com-
menced under 17.)
T T 15
L T o o e e s a3
Child Welfare ... ... ... ... .. : 1

6. Total number in training at 30651 (524) as fol-
lows:—

T Ty I o e AR0
{Includes & male nurses, )

MidwiTaeel 0 LD e !
{lm‘!ﬁdu two eighteon months

trainess.)
T e T e S e | |
Child Welfara' ... ... .. . .. 1@
Ezanminafions.

1. Edueational Examinations for Intending Trainees,.—
Number held, 4; Number of candidates, 9. Hesults:
Passed 1: failed 8.

2. Examinations for stration of Nursos.—Numbe
hold, 3; Number of candidates, ;Er&. 3

Results:
B, T
Ps; hil.tl;'iyc e 4 4 .i
CIEI Welfare A8 47T 1

Lim i s J..'.n.-]r
Regietration of Nurses.

1. Applications approved (619), as follows:—

General ..o Pl T T [
1., W T e e s
AR B R o e S R
Child Welfare ... ... ... .. . b6
Tuberculosis .., . .. AT i

2. Rogistrations renewed (1,168) (Mo, of Y
TOR), az follows:— . T

Y i stk s gl
PECCHIREYIE .. . il ek et T
Child Welfare ... ... ... .. O |
J L T T
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8, Total number of registrations in State at 31.12.50
{1,927), a8 follows:—

oy L T TS R . L1138
{Includes 6 male norses)

Midwifery ... ... . e ]

Fsychintric R e a0

Child Welfare el T R e | ]

Tuberculosis . Aot 10

4. Number of registerod nurses az at 311250 (1.308)

s follows;—

General only g T T, el
General and Midwifery .. e 397
Midwifery only ... ... ... .. I |
General, Midwifery and Child
Welfare ; T 4
Paychiatric only ... ... ... ... ... .. 4%
General and Child Welfare . ., ... 1&

Tuberculosis only .. A
Child Welfare only {others lapsed) 7
General and Psyehiatric .. .. . 5
Midwifery and Child Welfare &
General and Tubereulosis . 3
General, Midwifery and Pavehiateie 1
General, Midwifery, Psychiatric and
Child Welfare' . .. .. . .

franeral,

Since provision was made in the Nurses' Repistration
Act to allow for the registration of foreign trained
nurses, provided the Board considered their training sub-
stantially equivalent to that given in this State, one
Polish narse and one Lithuanian nurse have been regis-
tered. Also one Duteh and one Swiss nurae have entered
training schools ns fourth year trainecs for six months,
at the end of which period the Board will receive a
report on their work from the Superintendent and Matron.

The FProcedure Book published by the Nurses' Regis.
tration Board is now in use in all training schools through-
aut the State. This should do a great deal to promote
aniformity of training. An experiment in the making of
films and slides of some of the general nursing procedores
was undertaken at the Launceston General Hospital, and
an extension of thizs work iz under consideration, with o
view to making these films and slides available to all
training schools.

A number of first year trainees passed their first year
eXaminations under the new system which was instituted
when legislation was lnst year, inaugurating the
Tasmonian Auxilinry Nursing Service, but most of thess
nurses remained at their training schools and procesded
with their second year of traini To date, no one has
joined the Tasmanian Auxiliary Nursing Service,

During the year an agreement was entered into with
the Boards of Management of the Lyell and Zechan Dis-
irict Hospitals for their trapinecs to apend from six to
twelve months of their training at one of the major base
hospitals.

The Board exprossed ita gratifieation at the epening of
n_mt-rradunte Lollege of Nursing in Australin, and de-
chded Lo record in the Hegister recognised post-graduate
diplomes from thiz and overseas colleges.

Great difficulty has been experienced in securing u text
book on Anatomy and Physiclogy, which is uu:‘tllr‘nle for
nurses. However, a servies of lecture notes has been drawn
up by lecturors at the major base hospitals, and thess
are now being used as a basi= for lectures in all training
schools. If this proves satisfactory, the Board will have
these notes published and used as n text book.

In April, 1951, resentatives from the Nurses' Rogis-
tration Board and Hospital Autherities from thizs State
met roprosontatives of these bodies from all other States
and officials of the Commonwealth Department of Health
in Canberra. This conference was ealled by the Foderal
Minister of Health, and matters were discussed ralating
to training and registration of nurses, uvniformity and
reciprocity, and a recommendation was made to the I-‘::-dnrn]
Minister of Health for the appointment of a National
Advisory Council on Nursing, to discuss and advise on all
matters pertaining o nursing.

JOHN EDIS, M.R.C.5., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.O.G,

Acting Chairman,
et P. A. DRISCOLL, Seerotary,
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ArrExprx VI.
REPORT OF HAOME FOR INVALIDS, LAUNCESTON, FOR THE YEAR ENDED 20th JUNE, 1851,

No. of beds available:—

Female division 18
Male division ... 156
3
Patients.
No. resident at | Ebemaind e
O HbERGE e Adlmin el 1is hargod Ihathis at el of Avers
Yoar of year vesr I“r
iy
I I o ¥ T | M | I T | M [ ) M ¥ L T1 R
14800 | 14 18 &2 o 7 16 4 a i 5 i} 11 i 17 E ]| an-1
Tl l.-'l 17 Al 10 7 17 + 1 8 i 4 in 14 16 | 30 a3
Summary,  1049-50. 19460-51., Finnnee,
H“mm mm at commencement aa a1 Hevenue ;= £1£|'|[|“-E'n- 1'.}:]-5].
Admitted during the year .. . . . E E Commonwealth  Hoapital
i 48 Benefits B : 4,884 4,585
f oo i State aid 1,036 1,547
Discharged during the year & R £5,870 £6,132
Deaths duvimg the year ... .. . 11 10 Expenditure :—
) = £ e d [ |
i 18 Average daily cost per
- — — ratient - g 9 8 01 9
Mumber resldent at close of year . a 50 Average wwl:l:-' cost r-f:r
- == patient T 11 216 1

SECTION III.—REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF TUBERCULOSIS FOR THE YEAR ENDED
d0th JUNE, 1951.

NOTIFICATIONS.

During the period 1.7.50 to 20.6.51, a total of
236 cases of Tuberculosis was notified to the
Tuberenlosiz Division under Section 3 of the
Tuberculosis Act, 1949. Of these, 210 cases
were shown to be Pulmonary, and the remainder,
ie. 26, of a non-Fulmonary nature. Included
in the 210 Pulmonary cazez are 35 persons who
are eligible for treatment and benefits under the
Repatriation Act.

Table Q. gives a summary of cases according
to age, sex, form and stage of disease.

A perusal of the table will show that 125
of the eases notified, i.e. 59.5 per cent, come
within the 20 to 44 age group, which age group
was covered by the compulsory X-ray provisions
of the Tuberculosis Act, in the Hobart and ad-
jacent areas, during this period,

iz also noted that in this group females
predominate, whereas on the male side the cases
are more evenly distributed over all age groups.
0f the 37 cases notified in an advanced stage
of the disease, approximately one-third were
persong residing in the Hobart and adjacent
areas, where compulsory X-ray was operative.

Muode of Discovary.

B %
ilyl L
= - " 3
¥ F ji“‘
e g
Private physicians .. . : 46 21.9 48 28.5
Chest 1
mﬂh“.'.“':m}“‘.“ acts an 28 135 18 108
mﬂaiﬁul:.hm tais [1r1r'EtH!HIE i % e
o3 34,
'h X-ray P:I'I'IE:." ul 73 346 44 0.2

|“l
—_
=

In examining the above figures it will be
acen that during the past year, when compulsory
X-ray was operating in Hobart and sadjacent
aréas and some country districtz, the number
of Pulmonary notifications increased by 42 as
compared with 1948, when X-ray was purely
on a voluntary basiz: also that the number of
cases notified through the medium of Chest
Clinica and the Mass Elll‘\fﬂ'} has shown an up-
ward trend. This, it is eonsidered, ean be attri-
buted to the fact that the compulsory X-ray pro-
visions of the Tuberculosiz Act were put into
operation in the above-mentioned areas,

The routine chest examination of all patients
admitied to public hospitals must also be regarded
as an important avenue of discovering unsus-
pected cases. It is hoped in the near future to
have installed at the Royal Hobart Hospital an
X-ray plant, which will enable the routine chest
examination to be extended to cover all out-
patients at that hospital.

It is eonsidered that the procedure of routine
chest examination for all patients admitted to
public hospitals is not only an important means
of dizscovering unsuspected cases, but alse pro-
videa a definite protection for the nmursing staff,
and in this regard it is pleazing to note the number
of cases dizeovered among the nursing profession
is indeed very small.

Sputum Ezxamination at Time of Notification.

An analysis of the 210 Pulmonary cases notified
shows that in 85 cases the Tubercle bacilli were
present. In 75 cazes tests were shown to be
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negative, and in 50 cases the resnlt of sputum tests
was not given on the notifieation form. It is
pleasing to note that the number of notifications
where no sputum result was quoted has consider-
ably reduced during the émﬂt vear. During year
ended 30.6.50 there were 62 cases out of a total 188
where the sputum result was not given, whereas
during the past vear the number was 50 out of
a total of 210. This iz probably due to the in-
creased publicity of the anti-Tuberculosis cam-
paign, and reflects a much-improved co-operation
and keener diagnosis of cases by medical practi-
tiomers generally.

Family History.

In 51 cases it was found that a definite family
history of Tubereulosis could be traced. In 99
eases no history of the disease could be traced, and
in the remaining 60 cases no reference to family
history of the case was given.

Huozpitalization.

Of the 210 Pulmonary cases—

87 were admitted to the Tasmanian Chest
Hospital;

41 were admitted to the Northern Chest
Hospital ;

21 were admitted to the Repatriation Hos-
pital;

1 received treatment in the Royal Hobart
Hospital ;

1 received treatment in the St. Helens Hos-
pital;

% received treatment in the Launceston Gen-
eral Hoapital;

1 received treatment in the Lyell District
Hospital;

1 '_wals admitted to the Lachlan Park Hos-
pital;

5 cases waiting admission to the Chest Hos-
pital;

12 caszez have died since notification;

2 ppaes were diagnozed as result of post
mortem ,

2 pcases have left the State;

5 cases were able to resume employment,
after domiciliary supervision;

A7 cases under domiciliary supervision, Chest
Clinics or private physician;

11 cases under domiciliary supervision of
the Repatriation Commission.

210

Naotifientions from Each Municipality.

The number of cases notified each month from
the various municipalities is given in Table R.
It will be noted that approximately 50 per cent
of eazes are from Hobart and Launceston areas,
i.e. Hobart 56, Launceston 28, Glenorchy 19,
Clarvence 8  In the Hobart Municipality it is found
that 35 of the 56 cases in Hobart area were dis-
eovered during the first seven months of the vear,
and 21 in the last five months. In this co
it is considered that the lower percentage in the
latter five months is due to the fact that during
this period persons presenting _thmselm for
X-ray would be those having their second exam-
ination under the compulsory age group scheme.
Tt is assumed that subsequent results will show
a further decrease, with the periodical recall of
persons for further examination.

Oecnpations (Generally).
Occupations most frequently oceurring among

the 210 Pulmonary cases notified were:—

Home duties | 1]
Labourer 12
(1] worker S i
Building industry .. ... ... 13
Apriculture and  orchard.

1. | e Tt R B
Industrial worker 12

Commaercial: Shop nsaist.
ant, barman, hairdresser 1
School child : e T
Miner or surface miner ..
Timber mill worker .. ..
Retired persen ... ... .. ..
Factn hand {(mple and

ftmn :] e R T e
Waterside worker .. . ...
Nursing

Butcher .

Among female sufferers the incidence would

appear to be much higher among those
in home duties. This is in accordance with the
higher number of cases notified among females
in the 20 to 44 age group, which group would
naturally be made up mainly of married women.

ligam eSS

TABLE Q. ;

Showing Age, Sex, Form and Stage of Dizease of Cazes Nolified during Year Ended 30.6.51.

Malea, Fomalos, Total Perzons.

| o | Ta | B 1 £

Age Groupd | £1 ‘ I 5l i £ | 3 g 3 ¥ |9 g

| 52| 3 4 I % £ 8 . . i: g g

[] - - = = = - » [ ! = -

- e T & AR AR R L
04 . | | 1| | B 2 1| P 2
5-9 1| | | 1 | e Al 1 | l ' | T 1
10-14 7 & 4 1 | 1 1 5 2 5 1 | 1 | 1 il B
16-10 . . - d 3 7 ] [ gt o 13 R I ¢ o B T
b ! | I R 7 2 i 17 18 4 | 2 24 4 | 16 | g | 8 a1
o588 - .U 10 i 1) 18 i ez ) ® ) L a2 |FAas | 2 | 3 a0
10-34 d- |l 1 L i T (L (B (] R ] I L B | 7 2.1 1 18
535 do 1 & BN 2 16 8.1 & | | 11 10 13 U0 [ 27
4044 1 | T | 4 i el Bt 1 | 14 B 13 | B 24
4549 3| Az | 2 hy il B fo o 1 | «d ] &b 2 | 15 T [ &
50-54 2 3 i 11 | 2 ey 4 2 | 6 " e 15
55-55 L 1 1 4 | |l l : 1 soeds RS R EEI 5]
G004 .. .. . | i 38 | 1 S | 1 | 1 | & |. 2 1 o
G6-89 .. .. .. | 1 L | 2 1% | 1 e 1 . 3
T0-74 .. .. K 1 | Bl 3 | |e 72 2 L (i 4 5
76 and over§ 1 | : | -] | | -1 1 L) [y E 4
Mot_shown il 0] L e e 1 1 1 ik Tk [ | | 1 ]
Totals 83 | 0 |21 | & 127 BA7 ! 44 | 16 1 13 [109 U en | 104 a7 | 28 | 2388
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This protection has also heen extended to
“ egontactz " of cases of Tubereulosis and children
born into Tuberculous households, at the Laun-

ceston and Devonport Chest Clinics and at the
Hobart B.C.G. Clinie,

The education side of the Anti-Tuberculosis
Campaign has been continued this year by a
scries of five-minute talks by the Director, broad-
cast over all commercial stations in Tasmania.
Talks were alse given to further the last * volun-
tary ” itinerary of the Mobile X-ray Unit in
Launceston.

The various pamphlets of the Division are con-
stantly under review and up to date issues of these
are thus ensured.

I should like to express appreciation of the
action of the Hobart City Council in allowing the
Division the use, free of charge, of the Immun-
ization Room at the Town Hall for the Hobart
E.C.G. Clinie,

Thanks are also due to the Repatriation Com-
mission for its ready co-operation. eapecially since
the work of the Commission and of this Division
are contiguous at so many points. To the Com-
mission itgelf and to its Tuberculosizs Specialist,
Dy. Pennington personally, my thanks for the
latter's valuable help during the vear are ex-
preased,

TUBERCULOSIS ASSOCIATION.

Towards the end of the financial year the
Tuberculosis Asaociation of Tasmania was
founded and it is hoped that the cordial relations
existing between this voluntary body and the
Division will continue.

Much good for the patients and much help
for the Anti-Tuberculosiz= Campaign genevally
will result from continuance of co-operation be.
tween these two bodies.

PROJECTED TUNDERTAKINGS.

In April, 1951, the Commonwealth Director of
Tuberculosis and officers of the Commonwealth
Departments of Works and Housing, and Repat-
riation, conferred in Hobart with officers of the
State Departments of Public Works and Health
regarding the plansg and site of the proposed new
Chest Hospital in Southern Tasmanian. As a
result of this conference it was decided to erect
a new multi-storey hospital at Claremont, in the

1951.

grounds of the Lady Clark Home. The plans, of
eourse, required re-drawing and a further Com-
monwealth and State conference will be held to
finalise these early in the coming vear. It is
expected that two to three years will be required
for the construction of this project and plans are
well in hand for temporary additions to the
present Cheat Hospital to accommodate 80 addi-
tional patients and the required nursing staff. A
temporary recreation building for the Tasmanian
Chest Hospital iz also included in these plans.

In the case of the Northern Chest Hospital,
plana for additional accommodation for 30 more
patients and the necessary nursing staff are well
advanced, and it is expected that they will scon
reglalt:hi the stage where tenders for the work can be
called.

The gratitude of the Division is expressed to
the Board of the Roval Hobart Hospital for its
continued co-operation in providing facilities for
theltrealmnnt of cases of Tuberculosis requiring
Major surgery.

STAFF.

During the year Dr. T. H. Goddard retired
from the Directorship of the Division, and it is
the aim of all officers of the Division to build
well on the foundations he so truly laid.

Dr. Gwenyth E. Sibthorpe has returned to the
staff as Medieal Superintendent, Northern Chest
Hozpital, after furthering her studies in Britain.
Congratulations on her obtaining the Diploma of
Tuberculosis Diseases of the University of Wales,
and a welcome back to the Staff, are extended to
Dir. Sibthorpe.

During the year Dr. M. G. Ciezgar was appointed
to the staff of the Tasmanian Chest Hospital,
and a weleome to him is also extended. !

I wish to thank the Medical Superintendents
and Matrong of the Tasmanian Chest Hoapital
and the Northern Chest Hospital and their staffs,
and the Sisters in Charge of the Hobart, Laun-
ceston and Devonport Clinics and their staffs for
their work and assistance during the yvear,

To the officers of the Mazs X-ray Section Mobile
Unit and to the officers of the Head Offica of the
Divigion I express thanks for their co- tion
and appreciation of their work during the past
twelve months,

JAMES TREMAYNE, M.B.,, MR.A.C.P..
Director of Tuberculosis.

SECTION IV.—REFPORT OF DIRECTOR OF MENTAL HYGIENE FOR THE YEAR
ENDED 30th JUNE, 1951.

One of the main events during the last year
was the passing of an Act in the last session of
Farliament by which the Mental Hospitala Act,
1858, was amended., The Act has been proclaimed
and has now become law. As a result, provision
is made for the Annual Report of the Mental
Hospitals to be submitted by the Director of Men-
tal Hygiene, instead of by the Official Visitors.
The Official Vigitors themselves have been in-
creased in number from three to four, one of
whom must be a woman. This is the first occa-
sion on which women's interests have beem so
« ir=ctly represented in this respect, and it is felt
{Lat the change iz an advantage. Another most

important amendment has simplified the proce-
dure for the apprehension of a person wandering
at large and deemed to be insane.

The Mental Deficiency Act, 1920, has also been
amended, and it has now been made possible to
#ml:;_'idnt a woman member of the Mental Deficiency

oard.

Throughout the yvear shortage of female staff
at both Lachlan Park and Millbrook Rise has been
mozt acute, particularly so in respect to trained
and experienced nurses. The New Australians
appointed to the staff, for the most part, did not
remain for very long, and jt is guestionable
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whether in view of their language difficulties they
(have materially alleviated the position. In order
to encourage trained general nurses to undergo
psychiatric training, it is sugpested that the
period of two years required by the Nurses' Regis-
tration Board be shortened to one year, providin
the training given is intensive. At present, sue
applicants are not forthcoming on account of the
long f}:elt‘imi required to obtain the Psychiatric
Certificate,

For the first time for many years there has
been experienced considerable difficulty in obtain-
ing young experienced psychiatrists to fill various
vacancies existing on the medical staff. In order
tc overcome thiz difficulty in the future it is
recommended that some inducement be given in
the way of offering bursaries to enable younger
men to obtain a Diploma of Psychological Medi-
cine in one of the mainland States, on the under-
standing that they should give a specified term
of three vears” service to the State on their return,

Psychiatric clinics have been maintained, and,
gince the appointment of a full-time psychiatrist
to the Launeeston General Hospital, it has been
possible to extend clinical facilities to the Scotts-
dale, Devon, Spencer and St. Marvs Hospitals,
Details of psychiatric work carried out at general
hospitals, and in the Divizion of Mental Hygiens,
for the vear ended 30th June, 1951, are as fol-
lows :—

Out-Patients—

Royal Hobart Hosptal
Launceston General Hospital
Deven Public Hospital
Spencer Publie Hospital
Seottadale Hoapital ¢ 45

St. Marys District Hospital ]
Division of Mental Hygicne i 493

Electro-encephalographic cxaminations
{Royal Hobart Hospital) . . 47
3,186

In-Patiente—Seen in consultation—

Royal Hobart Hospital . 200
Launceston Genceral Hospital 143
Other hospitals : A
473

Details of work carried out by the Psychologist
are given in the following table:—

Hﬂﬂ- (ineluding Royal Hobart Hospital.

L-i.u.hl:sﬁﬂlﬂi'l (including Launceston General

Fospital): e o,
Devon Public Hospital siath s a1
Spencer Public Hospital i iy 12
New Norfolk ... ... 27
L

——

Details of work carried out by Psychiatric
Social Workers are given in the following table :—

Mumber of cases on which work undertaken 300
Number of homes visited 124
Number of home visits 248
Other vizits - ¢ 148
NMumber of wvisits outside Hobart 214
Visited in institutions . . 3 i go

Cazes on which one or more relatives inter-
viewed .. N : 1902
Cazes on which ofe or more outside in-

dividuals, agencies, &c., contacted 167

1,460

—_—

Perhaps it may be appropriate at this stage
tc review the achievement of the Division of
Mental Hygiene since its inception in January,
1946, and to look forward to the future. Since
that period we have had appointed in addition
to the Director of Mental Hygriene, who was also
recently given the position of Senior Consulting
Psychiatrist for Public Hospitals, a full-time
pﬂ:l.rr:hmtrlatl, for Northern Tasmania. This ap-
pointment is officially made on the stafif of the
Launceston General Hospital, but in addition all
Clinies in_the northern half of the State are
maintained by this officer. We have also a full-
time psychologist, in addition to a part-time con-
sulting psychologist, and two psychiatric social
workers. Their duties cover the entire State.
Clerical staff has been increased from one to
three, in order to cope with the inereazing volume
of reports and filing.

. Regular Psychiatric Clinics are now funetion-
ing at the Royal Hobart Hoespital, Launceston
General Hospital, Devon Public Hospital, Spencer
Public Hospital and Seottsdale Hospital and the
Public Health Department. Their expansion has
been made possible, particularly by the appoint-
ment of the psyechiatrist in the North, and also
by the bringing down of some members of the
medlcq.l staff of Lachlan Park and Millbrook Rise,
to assist in conducting clinics in Hobart. It is
hoped that these facilities may be eontinued and
possibly extended in the future.

Over this period plans have been drawn up for
the proposed new Mental Hospital at New Nor-
folk. After many years of delay and frustration,
It now seems probable that work will be com-
menced in the near future, The same thing
applies to plans formulated for the provision of o
snitable reception house for cases prior to cer-
tification. At the best it seems as though it
will be at least some years before completion of
the new mental hospital will be in sight. This,
of course, will further delay plans formulated for
t!le creation of a mental defectives’ colony on the
site of the existing Lachlan Park Hospital.
Facilities for the treatment of the mental defec-
tives in Tasmania leave much to be desired. The
position will continue in this way until such time
as it iz possible to have & comprehensive institu-
tion to deal with all the varions grades and have
them properly segregated. The only types that
can be dealt with institutionally at the present
time are the over 12 years high grade delinquent
defectives, and even so accommodation is greatly
restricted, and is quite inadequate fo deal with
those referred by the Courts. There =imply
is mo provision for dealing now with many non-
delinquents in the community requiring treat-
ment. Some alleviation of the accommodation
position could be brought about when the Home
for Invalids at Launceston is placed at the dis-
posal of the Division. It is anticipated that
possession may be given to the Division of Mental
Hygiene some time next vear.
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A step in the right direction was made last
vear by the setting up, under the auspices of the
Education Department, of the Talive Child Centre
for ineducables under the age of 14, Unfortun-
ately, this does not deal adequately with the
problem inasmuch ag its use is restricted to dealing
with a limited number of such cases from Hobart

only.

It iz strongly recommended that Talive should
be comverted immediately into a residential school
g0 as to benefit children from other parts of the
State as well, and that it be administered by the
Division of Mental Hygiene. It is not practicable,
nor is it desirable, for such a residential centre
to be under the complete control of the Education
Department unless that Department iz able to
provide adeguate psychiatrie and nursing services
as well g educational facilities. Talive should be
administered along similar lines to Travancore in
Melbourne.

In regard to dealing with psychiatric cazes at
general hospitals, it is pointed cut that it is quite
umpossible o completely divoree such cases from
those sutfering from physical illness. Many short-
term cases of an episodic nature occur in the
course of, or as a result of, physical disease. In
such cases, from a practical point of view, it is
most undesirable for them to be certified and
transferred to a mental hospital. It is strongly
recommended that consideration be given to the
provision of a psychiatric unit at both the Royal
Hobart and Launceston General Hospitals. Such
units would deal with emergency and obeervation
ciases, prior to their being transferred to the
centrally-situated Reception House to be erected
at New Norfolk.

Members of the Division have been fully aware
of their responsgibilities in the education of the
public towards a better awareness of the problems
of & mental health service., Public lectures have
been given by professional members of the Divi-
gion to a number of outside organisationz and
groups. In addition the officers of the Division
were primarily responsible for the ereation of a
Mental Health Association in the State, one of
whose earliest functions was to assist in the for-
mation of the Talire Child Centre,

An electro-encephalograph has been obtained for
the State and, with the assistance of the Royal
Hobart Hospital which houses and maintains it,
clectro-encephalographie services are now avail-
able as required in thiz State.

With the creation of a full department of
Psychology in the University of Tasmania, there
has been the meed for training of final year
students in field work. The State Psychologieal
Clinic and the Psychiatric Clinies have been made
available to the University for this purpose, and
for the future the psychologist attached to the
Department will regularly have a number of stu-
dents each year for training purposes. In return,
of course, the services of such students will be
available to the Division to assizst with the in-
creasing volume of testing that is requirved by
the expanding clinica.

Reports of the Mental Deficiency Board, State
Psychological Clinie, Lachlan Pun¥ Hmpltnl 'h‘!ll@i
Millbrook Psychopathic Home are cont | in
Appendices VIL, VIIL, IX. and X. :

CHARLES R In. BRDTFI:IERE!, H'..D., -B.&.‘

Directnrnfl!enl:&lﬂgﬂm.

AFPPENMX VI

-

REPORT OF MENTAL DEFICIENCY Bo.tlm !'uk
THE YEAR ENDED #0th JUNE, 1951

As we have had to re Hlun'l:l.l:lﬂmrﬂ

siufoctives coming lmdar the care l.nd m‘nﬁﬂ of M!ﬁ

continmes to inercase. This
year with a total of 237 p
the last figore gquoted

ar we have
; AN increase H-ﬂm

Ascommodation remaing, as ﬂur,
problem,  We still have no hostels
‘h.:m of ﬁremw who wl%marlmm for m
ol t'}'ﬂ'lﬂ'l m COMMUIILY. 3 little or no p
of anything ln-ei“F availnble in this respeet in the fnme-
diate future ith regard to Governmont Inlm
the accommodation for male defectives is ngnin
to breaking point, as we now have 85 under such care.
Fifty of are housed in the Government I;HHMHI
for efee’twea. at New Norfolk. Their ages
Tourtecn upwaﬂ . and there iz still :u,- le means
af segregation. The open Institution at’ Jnh
has 25 patients. Requests from the Courts or from r
gources for the urgent placement of defectives pIaﬂg
Board in & most embarmmssing R::!tlnn, sinee the
to take an urgent ease often ma to place
unﬁer[fuardiunahin some other case whle‘h. mﬂﬂ
be ready for such placement. Until a further of
some Kind iz opened, the position with regard to male
mental defectives will continue to be neute,

With regard to female defectives, thers are now 43
of these all housed in the Government Inrﬂmﬁnn for |
I‘mmnu &t John's Park, New Town. As pmrlmﬂr
stated, thiz is a virtually open institution
suitable to house all types of female defectives

control.

0f the tetal of 125 males under the control of the Board,
only one is under supervision, and 39 are vader guardian-
ship., Inereasing efforts have made this year to obtain
suitable employment for these dafuctim In fact, several
have been well placed and aceo and
found for them. There ia & ln numhat
are in institutions because suitable hostel

$

%

ﬁ

Of the fomale patients, apart from those in tlu Gavern
ment Institution for Defectives at St. John's Park, {1]:::

are under supervision, and ia some passi t
the orders of eertain of these mi;l]t lapse during the !
Th-ur?ma:ihn_imr ﬁtiout gfhthulhtt:l of 112 are l;nndhl' =
guardianship, either with private perzons, or in such.
slitutions as maternity homes or Gl.thn“c homes. The

need with them, alze, for suitable hostel
i= atill very great.

During the year, the orders of 13 patients were allowed
to lnpse. Seven patients had to be transferred to the
Mental Hespital, most of them from the Government In-
stitution for Defectives, St. John's Park, New Town.
patient was transferred from Lachlan Park Hos
contral of Baard, Five of the transfers to
Hospital were females and two were males. Of aT
enzes taken over by the Board during the year (some of
them being old ¢ases which had prﬁﬂnml'_r been ﬂlwud
to lapse, but were now renewed) six were brought under
notice at the request of either Courts or Police Magistrates,

iz

most of these being sox offenders. In some instances they |
come to us at quite an early a In have to
be eommitted to the institution along with a

of defectives, and there is no ty of pmid]n;

adequate segregation.
CHARLES E. D. BROTHERS, M.D,, B.3, F.R.A.C.P,
: Chairman.
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Arrenpix VIII

REFORT OF STATE PEYCHOLOGICAL CLINIC FOLI
THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1351,

_ The work of the State Psyehological Clinic continues to
increase each vear. Although the number of cases seen
remains at about the same level, there is an increasing
number of old cases who require re-testing. These are
nat :‘h.wn on the actual returns as tﬁ:wn in this report,

]m-a #; 240 is given for year ended 3dth
Jq 'fﬂ this number, 161 were males and 79
. 'I'hl elassification is shown below:—

Vocentionnal E':dm“ was given to one male and one
female. Of remainder who were examined, 60
males and 18 females were found to be of normal
or superior intellipence. Those whoe were classified
as mﬂdlfﬂﬁm included 35 males and 27 females
in #d group, while ten males and four
females were ascertained to be imbeciles.

Among the cases noted above, 28 were referred the
mﬂnnl, Magistrates, Probation Officers, or Children's

The work of the Clinic \ruﬁ:riad out at Hobart, Laun-

ceston, La and Wynya At the request pf the
Psychology Department of the University, arrangements
have been made for our Psychologist to take and t'rnm

@ number of final year students in elinical paycholo
work.  Althou is_will entail extrn duties nnd
it is felt ﬂmt the Clinic should take its share in the tr:.m
af futu logiats. This was one of the functions
wﬁich WS 'n l{ foreseen when the Clinde was first
estnblished in ut it wns not possible previously, as
there was noe full course in psychology until this vear.

CHARLES E. I. BROTHERS, M.D., B.5., F.RA.CP.,
Director of Clinic.

APPENmX IX.

REFORT OF LACHLAN PARK HOSPITAL, NEW
NORFOLK, FOR THE YEAR ENDED 320th JUNE,
1851,

! mbmit ht,‘!'e‘lllﬂ: a repan on the Lachlan Park Hos.
, s given to the Medical Superintendent, for
]Mnr ended Mth Jl.ilu:. 1851,

There were 320 male and 365 female patients in hospital
at the hnmnnin; of the r, compared with 315 male
and 367 female at the e Seventy-seven male and 113
fomale patients, a total of 190, were admitted to hospital
during the © and 12% paticnts returned from trial
leave, a total intake of 313.

f.ﬁ fenture of mﬂmﬂlﬁﬁinns w.: the high nﬂwrlinn
of senile cnses, rouE Per ofn aver YEArs
of age. Many of these patients are 'm f'ru:fphya-u:al health
and are often bod cases. With the lowering of the birth
rate and the inereasing longevity of the population, a
further incrense in the percentage of zenile enses must ln
expected in the future,

There has been no improvemont in the accommodation
provided for patients, which iz particularly poor in seme
wards for female patients, but it is hoped that in the
wmini year a start will be made on the building of the
new Hospital.

The male nuraing staff has been almost at full strength
during most of the year, but the extreme shortnge of fomale
nurses continues. At one time wo were over 20 nurses
shart of our establishment, and this not only makes work
more difficult and arduous, but it constitutes n hnzard for
both patients and staff wh-:n there are not sufficient narses
for adequate :ﬂ]‘nrﬂmn of patients. The situntion is
aggravated by the very high tornover of fomale nursing
personnel, th;re being l.fﬂm:nmtal-,r 100 murses l:nmmg
amd goin means that the Trr.n]-urit:.-
the nursin ul.nlf maiat& of unskilled and inexper

nursing n Were it not for a small core of lra!:rmd
nurses of many years: experience who have remained with
the hospital for years, nursing conditions on the Female

Division would be chaotic.

(No. 68.)

I have to report that there has been o serious deficiency
in the higher offices of the Fomale Nursing Staff. The
Matron iz on long service leave, but I regret to report
that she iz in woor health. For a long pericd we have
been without an Assistant Sub-Matron, and :Lumlg the
latter three months of the vear the whole of the admin-
istrative work and responsibility for the management of
the nurzing stafl has fallen upon the Sub-Matron.

The hospital is still without the services of a female
opcupational therapist, but the Australian Red Cross
Bociety has kindly made available one of its cceupational
instroctors, who works part-time in the fomale wards.
We nre also without o hairdresser in the Female Division.

The Medienl Staff is below strength and there have
n several changes during the year. Dr. Williams left
in January to take up duty at Millbrook Rise and Dr. W.
E. L. Crowther was nmmmtml to the temporary stafl in the
spme month. In June, Dr. Wise resigned from the staff.

The loss of two very good medical officers, one of whom
had been with the hospital for a number of years, within
60 short a time, was a severe blow to the effectiveneas of
the medical department. With only two medieal officers,
one of whom is only recently graduated and wheo is here
only temporarily and the other (the Medical Superinten-
dent) who is saddled with time-consuming adminiztrative
duties and responsibilities, it is quite impossible to give
individual attention to more than a very :mnl]. ih:rwntu?ﬁ
of the T0D-odd patients in their care. iz &trong
recommended that the Medical Staff be mcma.ed to tha
full establishmoent of four (including the Medical Soper-
intendent) at the earliest possible date.

The administrative section hns earried on under the
difficulties of inndequate staff and insufficient

S
The former difficulty has been recognised by the creation
of an extra position of clerk, but so far this position has

ot been filled.
overcome by
the near fufure.

It is with monstonous regularity that I must again invita
your attention to the deplorable state of many of the hos-
pital buildings. Many of the wards are cold, dismal, dark,
inconvenient and penerally unpleasant to work in, and the
AATILE ap%lﬂ to the kitehen, lauwndry and artisans® work-
ahopa. @ unpleasant working conditions for the staff
is undoubtedly a factor in our inability to keep female
nurses. There i= no Iack of applications to join the
nursing staff, but few remain more than a few months
at most,

Considerable difficulty has been experienced with the
internal automatic hone systoni, Breakdowns are n
daily oceurranee, ;m}: reakdowns in the meant of ecom-
munication at nig‘ht. time, coupled with the depleted female
nursing staff, could have most serious consequences.  As
it iz apparvently impossible to obtmin replacementas for
the switchgear, the Postmaster-General's Department has
been requested to instal an up-to-date telephone eommuni-
cation sysbem,

This winter there has been o grave deficiency in the
milk supply to the huumtul "lhe Gaol Farm at Hayes
ia only able to supply about six gallons of milk daly,
whilzt our own farm is wpplrmg about 20 gallons. As
certain patients have a priovity in the allotment of milk,
others have very little, and in many casea they have to
have their porridge withoot milk.

It is hoped that the latter handicap will
extensions of the administrative bleck in

Az our farm will be alienated when the new hospital
building Emgzrnmme ia nnder way, and as it now appears
that the Gaol Farm will never be able to supply our milk
requirements, it is strongly recommended that Government-
owned land at Turriff close to the hospital grounds,
be transferred to Lachlan Park as part of the hospital

Lam for use in supplying adequate milk, vegetables, fruit,
L

Finally, I must mention the valunble services to the
hospital and its patients carried out the Repatriation
Dapartment, which shows pictures weekly, the Red Cross
Society, which undertakes oecupational instruction and
essentinl work, and especially to the Lachlan Park Hospital
Auxiliary Branches at Hobart, Launceston and Ulverstone,
which have provided mm extras for the patients, such
a= clothing, fruit, bus rides, &£e., and in the case of the
Hobart Auxiliary have travelled to New Norfolk weekly
to serve in the canteen on Sundays

Statistical tables are appended.
CHARLES R, D. EBROTHERS, M.D., B8, FRACP,
Director of Mental Hygiene.
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TAELE 3.
Table Showing Manner in which Patients were Admitted during the Year 1950-51,

How Admitted. Muoles, | Females [ ‘Total,

?I‘i?‘llﬂ Mf-“I-lrl!l-l-lI-‘-Ii'--‘----“1rr--l111r-- ne 3 1000 163
Juatlen's Drdar ... i cnine e s ress rmapas 4 4 ]
istrale’s Order .. ccremes e mn s 1 1
Voluntary Boardems......cconmmannninennnescsune 18 L] a7
Govornor's Warmank «..cccveirmmnecsines smnsnnns 1 & 1
Returned l'rnml.n-llmve 67 a6 123
Total Admitted and Beturned 1950/51, ... 144 i al3
Tl o T RN . . oo cmen ok s nnsn ws e s annnme s nms mnn G L1E1] 162
EERTIR RO L ey 10 a1
(AT e SR R e R R 2 3 5
Fourth 1 1 9
Fitth Admission and over...
Returned from sl JEve ..ms coosssee sosres iF i 124
144 168 a1

TABLE 4.

Table Showing Form of Mental Digorder on Admiszion during 1950-51, and the Form of Mental
Disorder of Patients in Hospital on 30th June, 1951

Admissions, Remaining in Hospital,
Form of Mental Nsorder.
Males. | Females.| Total. | Males. | Femules,) Total.
A. Congenital Mantal Deﬁt:iﬂnl:y
lga'lil-'uh Epaleps [ 4 10 20 25 43
2, Without Epil: ] & 1 16 108 96 199
% With thmph_renn. R R R e 3 1 4 12 14 g
B. Dementins:
1. Zenile . e gt e 0 PSR R 9 24 HE ] 7 a2 an
o, Prmruls 9 a i b & 7
a, Smm-p.hrf w Terrnmal 1 1 ol 5 108
4. Arteriosclerosi = 3 3 [ 2 1 3
. [}rganm Paychoses:
N rOse BRI LAKION  «..cceeacsessenassnns seenasshnabainnnans 2 2 . 1 a
E. Uementin Paralyticn oo 2 . b 1 i
& Epileptic Paychosis ....... a ] 3 i3 ) 15
4. Alcoholic Psychosis.... 8 a 1 T 3 [
5. Toxic Confusional or E:lmultwe str:hnm SR . 4 4 1 5
5. PATIEINBODAIK ©unune conessensbannassssanannnsnsns snnassnnsnnns ns e fow
7. Huntingtons Clmzu i R een B o | 1 4 i
Iy, Psychogonic Paychoses;
I }Fﬁ pressive Paychosis... i 7 14 13 a8 dl
ﬂ'.. lnmlul.mllll Melancholia ... e b 8 13 1 = q
A E-:I:Imphreml. {mob ineludin A "3_!} 16 25 1l 20 as =i
4. Paraphrenin vl Puranoid States.. 10 1] 30 47 i)
el oy L e e ter i - S e e 1 1 7 4 11
E. Paycho-nearoses:
1. Psychopathiz PM!'LI}'
2, Anxiety States .. 1 i 3 | 5
3. Hysteria ..
TOTAL ooe 77 113 (EEH 315 A87 |  6E2
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