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Sarve PoruLl SUPREMA LEX.

ANNUAL REPORT,

1948.

Department of Public Health,
Hobart, 26th September, 1949,

SIr,

I HAVE the honour to presemt the Annual
Report of the Department of Public Health for
the vear ended 51st December, 1948, and in doing
20 desire to acknowledge the valued co-operation
of members of the Directorate, whose reports are
submitted separately under the various sections
set out below, together with wvital statistics
supplied by the Deputy Commonwealth Statis-
tician :—

Section I.—Report of Director of Public

Health:

Section I1.—Report of Director of Hoapital
and Medieal Services:

Emlct{:gn ITL.—Report of Director of Tubercu-
o%is

Section IV.—Report of Director of Mental
Hygiene:

Section V.—Vital Statistics supplied by the
Deputy Commonwealth Statistician.

During the year, owing to the increased activi-
ties of the Department, it was necessary to make
several new appointments to the staff. These
included My. W. E. Laughlin to the position of

Inspecting Accountant, Dr. G. E. Sibthorpe as
Medical Officer at Perth Sanatorium, and Miss
M. T. Noall as Psychiatric Social Worker.

Dr. C. L. Park resumed duty as Director of
Public Health, after an absence of twelve months
with the Commonwealth Government, assisting
with the organization of the medical services
under Commonwealth Social Services Legislation.

Miss Anita Osmond was appointed Nutrition
Officer in place of Miss M. G. Rouse, resigned.

In May, 1948, the Department suffered a
grievous lpss in the death of Mr. R. H. Parkes,
Senior Clerk, after thirty-seven years of loyal
and faithful service.

STAFF.

In concluding this brief report, 1 desire to
express my appreciation of the services rendered
by members of the staff during the year.

I am also grateful for the help and advice so
readily given on numerous oceasions by officers
of other Departments.

I have, &c.,
T. E. PARRY,
Acting Secretary for Public Health.

The Hon. the Minister for Health,

SECTION I—REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH FOR THE YEAR ENDED
3lst DECEMEER, 1948,

VITAL STATISTICS.

_ Population—The statistics for the State,
issued by the Tasmanian Branch of the Common-
wealth Bureau of Census and Statistics, show
that the mean population for 1948 was 264,579,
an increase of 6760 over the previous year,

Births and Birth Rate.—The number of births
was 60979, a decrease of 161 as compared with
1947. The birth rate per 1000 mean population
was 26-38, being 1-31 lower than in 1947,

Death Rate—The death rate was 955 per
1000, an increase of 0-38 as compared with 1947,

Maternal and Infant Mortality —There wera
only four deaths notified as due to childbirth,
viz. two to puerperal haemorrhage and two to
puerperal eclampsia. In addition there were
three due to other toxaemias of pregnancy. The
infant mortality was 27-T per 1000 births, a
glight increase on the 1947 figure of 273 per
1000 births.

Stillbirths—There were 179 stillbirths, being
a percentage of stillbirths to births and still-
births of 2-50,
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Principal Causes of General Mortality—The
ten principal eauses of death were:—

R Death Rate per
Cawnr of Daaih o D :-m,utlglrzmu
1. Heart disease (organic) 7a0 253
2, Cancer (nll l.'-ur.ms{} i 204 111
4. Pagamonin  and  broncho-
PrUmGnIn e 150 G
4. Accident or negligence 1561 a7
&, Cercbral haemorthage .. . 146 &b
6, Malformations and dizeazes
of carly infancy ; 158 ]
7. Paralysis and other nerve
1SORBLE ... ... . 124 47
8. Mephritis (Bright's
Diseage) ... ... ... 0% a7
9, Other diseases of eircu-
Iam:;il; aystemy . . o7 aT
10. Other discases of digestive
ayatem .. S 5.3 a3

PupLic HEALTH ADMINISTRATION.

The responsibility for carrying out the pro-
visions of the Public Health Act and Food and
Drugs Act is placed on the local authorities,
except in those areaz which have entered into
an arrangement, which covers seventeen munici-
palities. In these districts, certain of the respon-
sibilities are undertaken by the Department, and
the health inspectors come under the direct
control of the Department in regard to their work
of health inspection.

It cannot be =aid that all municipalitiez are
showing a due zense of responsibility in carrying
put their obligations, and the guestion arises
whether it would not be better to group certain
neighbouring municipalities into areas for the
purpose of health control. Municipal boundaries
may be ezzential for local government administra-
tion,. but for uniform health administration such
boundaries can create difficulties.

Many of the municipalities receive a relatively
small aum from health rates, and, in consequence,
health inspection forms only a minor part of the
functions of one municipal officer,

Medical Officers of Health—Every munici-
pality appoints a medical officer of health, but
populations, with one or possibly two exceptions,
are too small for full-time appointments. The
American Public Health Association advocates
a full-time medical officer of health, with special
training in health administration for a population
of 50,000 persons, whilst the World Health
Organization has now under consideration a pro-
poaal that a full-time specialist medical officer of
health be provided for every population of 30,000
perasons. Even in Hobart, with a mean popula-
tion for 1948 of 58,696, the medical officer of
health gives limited part-time service only. It
is not possible in the ecircumstances outlined to
be satisfied with the way in which public health
services are carried out in the State as a whole.
The report of the Chief Health Inspector (Appen-
dix I.) gives details of the wide range of ciJutias
performed by officers of the division under the
Public Health, Food and Drugs, and Places of
Public Entertainment Acts.

Staff—~The Health Inspector for the north
(Mr. T. Orr), stationed at Launceston, having
reached the retiring age, relinquished his duties,
leaving behind a record of valuable and faithful
service, of which he can be proud.

4

1649,

As the Chief Health Inspector points out, there
iz an acute shortage of qualified health inspec-
tors, and this has made extra demands on the
Departmental inspectors, who have had to under-
take duties that the inspectors of local authori-
tiez should carry out. Arrangements have now
been commeneed to institute a course of study for
candidates in the State who are desirous of quali-
fying as health inspectors.

Buacteriolytic Tanks—The large number of
applications for permizsion to instal these tanks
is noticeable. Applications receive careful in-
vestigation in repard to detail, to ensure that
installation, if approved, will not create a nuis-
ance. A warning is necessary, however, that
these tanks do at times require attention, and
zhould not be expected to function indefinitely
without supervizion.

Places of Public Entertainment Act.—A
apecially appointed committee examines all plans
anbmitted in accordance with requirements
of tll1is Act, and reports to the Director of Publie
Health,

Poliomyelitis Commitiee.—The possibility of
an outhreak of poliomyelitia led to the appoint-
ment of & special committee to consider all steps
that should be taken zhould an epidemic develop.
Preparatory plans were drawn up and arr
ments made for the Committee to meet if
WO,

Food and Drugs Act—The legislation intro-
duced during the year 1947, by which a person
chargped with an offence s entitled to have
brought before the Court in proceedings any
person to whose act or default he alleges the
commission of the offence was due, has proved
a valuable aid, particularly in cazes of milk adul-
teration, in sheeting home the offence to the
person alleged to have committed it.

Milk Act—With theedpmclnmaﬁun of the Milk
Act, it was considered desirable by the then
Minister for Health (May, 1948) to convens a
conference of representatives of the Milk Board,
Agricultural Department, Public Health Depart-
ment, and Hobart City Couneil to consider the
authority to be exercised by the bodies named.
The arrangement arrived at in thiz regard con-
tinued in operation throughout the year,

Report of Government Analyst.—This report
(Appendix IL) contains much interesting infor-
I'Iiilil.‘lll, and from it the following points are
taken :—

Milk Samples.—0ut of 417 samples received,
65, or 155 per cent, were under
standard, 18 were adulterated with water,
aeven were deficient in fat, and 40 were
below legal standard in total solids and/for
aolids not fat.

Vitamin Content.—The Analyst's Branch is
not yet equipped for determindtion of
certain vitamins (A, B and D), for the
prezsence of which claims are made in pre-
parations on sale to the publie. It is
anticipated that the necessary equipment
will be ordered in the near future,

Water Samples—A number of samples of
rain water from houschold tanks were
found to contain zine in considerghle
quantity. Thiz was due to the action of
sulphur fumes on the galvanised iron of
roofs. A contributory cause was the
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moigture in the atmosphere which, con-
densing on the roofs, produced zinc sul-
phate, which was washed into the tanks
when rain fell. Enquiry failed to elicit
any particulars of illness directly due to
the ingestion of the zine sulphate, although
complaints were reeeived that the taste of
the water was altered and milk was
curdled when added to tea made with this
water. Action was taken to reduce the
fumes at the Zinc Works, as well as the
sulphur content, and with the onset of
more normal weather and provision of
fresh water the complaints ceased,

Fopd Standerds Commitiee—This Committee
meets at intervals to consider questions requiring
attention in regard to the fixing of standards for
foods and drugs. An important development
during the year was the revision of the standards

rescribed under the Food and Drugs Regu-

tions in respect of fruit juice products. A
standard was also set up for berry fruits, and
the Ile'dpuhuent carried out an intensive and
detailed inspection of berry fruits and pulp last
s:]mn, to ensure compliance with these stand-
Ards,

NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The return of infectious diseases for the year
1948 is given in Table A., together with ecom-
parative figures for the two preceding years,
The noticeable features are a further reduction
in the number of cases of diphtheria and a com-
plete absence of notifications of typhoid fever
during 1948,

Diphtheria.—From the whole State only 60
notifications of diphtheria were received, and one
death oceurred. Of the 60 cases, 1T were notified
from Launceston Municipality and 8 only from
Hobart Municipality.

Seasonal Influence.—Thirty-eight of the cases
were notified during the first four months of the
vear, and of these 14 oecurred in February, which
is the month when schools re-open following the
long vacation.

4 .ﬁﬁ Distribution,—Eleven cases were notified
in children under the age of five vears, 21 in
children in the 5-10 year age group, 12 in persons
in the 10-20 year age group, and 15 in persons
in the 20-45 year age group.

. These figures are small, but suggest that
immunisation against the disease, in addition to
having an influence on the incidence in young
children, is tending to affect the less protected
older age groups.

Immunisation.—Increased activity has been
shown local authorities in immunisation
against the disease, and a gratifving feature is
the tendeney to offer immunisation to the children
of pre-school age. In Hobart schools, immunisa-
tion has continued as a routine. The Hobart
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City Council undertakes the m%ﬂnﬁibi]iu‘ for
the medical service, and the Public Health
Department that for nursing assistance. In the
t four years, 2736 school children in the
obart area have received three injections of
diphtheria toxeid, and the effect of this is
re in the small number of notifications of
the disease. The Glenorchy Municipal Council
also earries out immunisation in the schools in
that municipality, with nursing assistance from
the Department. At the Moonah Child Welfare
Centre, immunisation has been regularly carried
out among the infants who are brought to the
centre.

Whooping Cough.—Although this is not a
notifiable infectious dizeaze, a campaign for
immunisation against whooping eough has been
urged on local authorities and medical practi-
tionerzs by the Department. Vaccine iz made
available free of cost to local authorities. The
Federal Department of Health supplies vaccine to
such bodies free of cost, whilst the State Health
Department provides a free supply of combined
diphtheria toxoid and whooping cough wvaccine.
Local authoritiez are urged to carry out vaccina-
tion before the children reach the age of twelve
months, and, if possible, by the time they are six
months  old. our of the five deaths that
oceurred as a result of whooping cough took
place in the first year of life.

Searlet Fever.—There was a further decrease
in the number of cases of zcarlet fever, only &7
being notified as compared with 118 in 1947, 231
in 1946, and 2680 in 1945. Caszes were notified
in every month of the vear.

Age Distribution.—Forty-zeven of the total
ocenrred in the first ten yvears of life; 20 of these
cases being in children under five years of age,
and 27 in children between the ages of five and
ten years. 3

Tuberculogiz —Tuberculosiza in all forms was
responsible for the notification of 188 cases
during the year under review. Thickly popu-
lated centres show the highest incidence, eg. 63
cases were notified from Hobart, 32 from Laun-
cesfon, and 20 from Glenorchy. Details will be
Il'l:l'l{nﬂ in the report of the Director of Tubercu-
osis,

Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis.—Sporadic cases
to the number of T were notified, one of which
was definitely an imported case which developed
on board ship before reaching Tasmania.

Ape Distribution.—Four of the cases were
under five years of age and three between the
ages of ten and twenty vears.

Cercbm-sp:'nql Meningitis.—Notification of six
cases was received from five different muniei-
palities.
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TABLE A.

RETURN showing Number of Cazes of each Notifinhle Infections Dizseaze notified to the
Department of Public Health during the Year 1948, together with Comparative Fig-
ures of the Aggregale of such Diseases for the Years 1947 and 1948,

i s wd o
.8 o [ -~ = Lo
. - o ! - .El é - b i
e+ bk = - -— bl ] =
Municipality. % 3 Egg E.E E.ﬁ EH-E gzg, k- (gE iz
=3 = S = EE' E E 3 —~ =
| B |2 |2 | &b | B%= | 288 35
1 Beaconsfield ... 2 1 4 s 2 a 23
2 Bathwell ......... 2 . 1 % a 2
3 Brighton . o 1 - 1 3
4 Bru 1 . e 1 3
& Burnie... 7 i 1 B 148
(] Dp.mp'l.wll T-n'll'll 1 o= ) - o 1 3
7 Circular Heud 1 4 - 1 4
2 4 o 4 12
B o 2 A il 3
2 1 [ 1 v . 10 17
Wis ki — 2
wnn 1 uns ann e ia 1 3
4 1 & ]
2 1 3 3
1 1 wn nn 2 i,
4 ] 2 29 30
man e 1 1 bre
18 Gireen Ponds ... - 1
20 Hamilton......... 1
-] 28 [+ ] 2 1 1 103 127
a 2 2 a 7 5
K h s g ol = 7 3
24 Kinghore
25 h::ﬁnhuﬁ wen nen aee aas an snn 1
26 Latrobe ........ 1 1 B
27 Launesston ..... 17 1% a2 1 3 9 67 &1
26 Lilydake .| B 5 1
20 Longford ...... .. 1 1 [ 3 ]
30 MNew Norfolk ... 1 4 7 12 20
31 Ontlamds ... et Y 1 For 1 3 i
42 Penguin ....... 1
43 Port Cygnet .. 1 1 - 1
4 Porthand ........ I 1 1
45 Quesnstown ... 1 4 & 4
a6 Eiulnl‘.mld wunwnn | . 1 ]
37 Rimgurooms ... i &, - 3 e 3
38 Road...ccorneinanss ues 1 . 1
0 Seottsdale ...... - - 9
4 g;;ll 1 i - & i
41 Spring Hay...... 1 1 . 2 I
42 5t l.annusrs 1 1 - 2 ]
"“]' sl"hﬂ CULULLD LR LLL) . LLL Sl
44 Tasmnn  wovomnnns | ax = | 1
44 Ulverstone
{Loven) ..... 1 1 2 7
48 Wartah ......... -4 1
47 Westhury ...... s 1
18 Wy
mnhh {.nlu_} 1 3 1 1 ] 3
106 Zeshan .. A 3 4
TOTALE..cnenaes i ] 67 164 4 2 5] ) 1 HE & 412

VENEREAL DISEASES.

There has been a slight fall in the number of
notifications, but thiz iz in the incidence of
gonorrhoea. On the other hand, as seen from
Table B., the number of cases of primary syphilis
has risen and, despite the fact that 25 cazes were
notified in males, only two were notified in
females, The number of caszes of mund.urﬁ

philis has also risen slightly as compared wit

ﬁe vear 1947, but not considerably as compared
w1th 1946. Table C shows age grouping.

Organisation.—Treatment is carried out chiefly
at publie hospitals, and by medical practitioners
to a small extent. An attempt is made by hos-
pital authorities to obtain the source of infection,
and such information is forwarded to the
ment. Where possible, a Departmental
vigits the contact and serves an order to attend
the hospital for examination and, if necessary,
treatment. In other cases, orders are served by
the Police, whose services in this connection are
much appreciated,
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MATERNAL WELFARE AND CHILD HEALTH.

This includes (a) the Maternal and Infant
Welfare Section, which provides pre-natal ser-
vices at the child welfare centres, and subsequent
advice to the mother and supervizsion of the in-
fant for the first few years of life, and (b) the
School Medical and Dental Service, which 1s
available to supervise the general health of the
pre-school child as well as the child attending
ordinary achool,

Medieal examination of these children is
carried out at intervals throughout the school
life from B5-16 years. Supervision by school
sisters continues at regular intervals throughout
the year, whilst treatment, where vequired, is
given by private medical practitioners and at
public hospitals. ;

Dental attention is given, within the limits of
existing staff, to children attending school,

Maternal and Infant Welfare.

Pre-natal adviee and attention is given by the
child welfare sisters to expectant mothers who
come to the centres. Recently, the special educa-
tional t?nr&“aml centre, which had n carried
on by the Department at Hobart sinee 1945, was
closed. As a result, the number of pregnant
women attending the Royal Hobart Hospital Pre-
natal Centre increased considerably. Arrange-
ments have now been made for pre-natal work to
be carried on by the hospital staff at one child
welfare centre in conjunction with the sisters
attached to the Department’s staff. The need for
better pre-natal facilities iz everywhere recog-
nized if the infantile mortality iz to be further
reduced. The Medical Committee of Inguiry into
the decline of the birth rate, in its recent report,
stressed this need in its ficst recommendation,
which reads— .

*1. As skilled pre-natal care is an essential
need of every pregnant woman, every
effort should be made to ensure she
receives this, which should provide
obstetrical and medical supervision
and advice upon nutrition and other
matters of hygiene.

2. A vigorous nation-wide publicity cam-
paign should be inaugurated, telling
of the grave effects of imperfect pre-
natal supervision on the ultimate
welfare of both mother and child,

3. The appropriate “authorities should
establish pre-natal elinics throughout
the community for the meneral hos-
pital class of patients.”

Two of the Committee’s conclusions
quoted, vig,—

“1. There are still too many pregnant
women attending our large pre-natal
clinics whose dietary intake iz in-
sufficient in guantity and incorrectly
balanced for optimal health.

2. One of the deterrents to regular clinic
attendance waa found to be the long
wait necessary before medical atten-
tion could be received. When this
delay was shortened women were
more than willing to make regular
vigits. Social service facilities with-
in pre-natal clinies are still inade-
quate.”

are

It is pointed out that a combined effort be-
tween hﬁ?-s'::vim re-natal clinics and the Maternal
and Infant Welfare Section of the Department
can achieve better results than either can, acting
separately.

The Department has on its staff a nutrition
expert, whose knowledge and experience are
available to all zections of the public, but particu-
larly to pregnant women and those whose daily
work brings them into contact with the prepara-
tion of balanced diets, It is noted that the com-
mittee referred to above pointed out that * the
keen interest and co-operation of these patients
{pregnant women) in accepting dietary adviee
is most noteworthy, and provides one way in
which the health and nutritional status of preg-
nant women could be improved". The Com-
mittee also fm:lléd that "ala pﬁnnm diet sufficient
in guantity and correctly an I
towards the production of more m&m-
tion . The importance of this cannot be stressed
too much. If the mother's pre-natal nutrition 1s
zatisfactory, then the infant, durmﬁ; its most
vulnerable period of life, is more likely to be
assured of a sufficient supply of the best type of
food by natural processes. It is saved the diffi-
culty of artificial feeding, with its attendant
digestive upsets and added risk of infection. The
Departmental Child Welfare Sisters have special
training and experience in infant welfare and,
during visits to the homes of pregnant women,
and when the latter visit the centres, can advise
on the composition of a correctly balanced diet.
From Table D., showing the work performed by
child welfare centres for 1948, it is seen that
2066 vigits were paid to expectant mothers, whilst
2206 visits to the centres were made by these
mothers, From the Hobart Pre-natal Centre
alone, 971 visits to expectant mothers were made,
and 1226 visits were made by pregnant women
to the centre.

Special stress has been laid on presnatal work
because of its influence on infant mortality to
the reduction of which the work of this section
iz directed. In 1948 the number of infant deaths
under one year wasz 193, giving an infant mor-
tality rate of 277 per 1000 live hirths, An
analysiz of the return shows that no less than
143 of theze deathz oceurred in the first month
of life and 114 in the first week, The infantile
mortality rate in the first month (neo-natal
period) was thus 20-5 per 1000, and the rate
in the subsequent eleven months was T-2 per
1000 These deaths in the first month are, in
general, aseribed to pre-natal and natal causes,
and have not shown the steady deeline that has
oceurred in the case of deaths in the period
2-12 months, which are mainly due to environ-
mental influences affecting the child direetly.
MeNeil has drawn attention to the close associa-
tion between the causzes of stillbirths and neo-
natal deaths, particularly thoze oecurring in
the first week of life. He points out that the
same lethal processes that destroy infant life
during birth continue to operate with great

wer after birth, and indeed are responsible
or the majority of nec-natal deaths. During
1948 there were registered 179 stillbirths, being
2-5 per cent of births and stillbirths for the year.
If we add the number of stillbirthas to the neo-
natal deaths we arrive at a figure of 322 deaths
oceurring during pregnancy or ag o result of
pregnancy. Or if we combine the number of
stillbirths and deaths in the first week of life we
obtain a figure of 293 deaths. Adopting MeNeil's
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suggestion, we obtain a figure of 293 deaths as

approximately due to pre-natal and natal causes,
and 79 deaths due to post-natal causes.
Obviously our attack must be concentrated on
the pre-natal causes, and the two directions are
more efficient and more general pre-natal care
and improved natal care. Victorian figures for
1943 w that the neo-natal death rate has
fallenfelZhper 1000, In a recent issue of the
British Medical Journal, a record is given of
the work done at Halifax General Hospital over
a re:rimi of two years. Here, out of B5000
deliveries after 28th week, the neo-natal death
rate was 11-91 per 1000, which shows that under
special conditions deaths in this period can be
considerably reduced. Again, W. I, Hayes, in
an article in the Medical Journal of Australia,

a neo-natal death rate of 15-2 per 1000
at the Women's Hospital, Melbourne, among
18,477 births of booked patients delivered in
the period 1943-48. On the other hand, among
2558 unbooked patients the neo-natal death rate
was 687 per 1000. Evidence presented in the
recent report of the Ministry of Health on neo-
natal mortality and morbidity was to the effect
that during the war years 152,000 pregnani
women, selected as normal eases, were delivered
in emergency maternity homes in reception
areas with a neo-natal mortality rate of only
9.6 per 1000. In 30,000 confinements in mater-
nity homes upgraded to admit abnormal cases
the neo-natal mortality rate was 139 per 1000.
The report, after consideration of the statistical
evidence on the neo-natal mortality and morbidity
in conjunction with stillbirths, states, ' It is thus

apparent that a more general application of
present day knowledge of obstetries and
paediatrics the medical and nursing pro-
fessions, and those responsible for social ser-

vices and for administering hospital and domi-
ciliary midwifery services, would result in a
further considerable reduction in the neo-natal
mortality rate. Similarly, if every pregnant
woman received first-class medical and nursing
supervision during pregnancy and labour, the
stillbirth rate could alse be appreciably
decreased . The conclusions of the twoe com-
mittees quoted show the way by which present
TIED- " and stillbirth rates could be reduced
by one-third to one-half. In this State, on 1948
figures, the saving would be from T00-160 lives.

Nurzsing Stoaff—There have been a number of
staff changes during the year, and this has made
uniformity of practice difficult to maintain. At
the and of the year there was 18 permanent
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and 14 temporary sisters, a total of 32 sisters,
together with two mothercraft nurses.

Centves end Work Performed —New centres
were opened at Perth, Ridgley, Bicheno, Corn-
wall, Dunalley, Dynnyrne, and Snug. These are
all open for sessional perioGs only. The total
number of centres was 65, including four mobile
units and one special pre-natal centre (now
closed). Table D. gives a summary of the work
of the staff, from which it will be seen that,
whilst there has been a decrease in home visits,
eauzed by temporary staff shortages, the atten-
dances of pregnant women at centres have
increasged,

Conference—A conference with paediatri-
cians was held to consider revision of the book-
let on infant feeding.

Medical Attendants —For a very long time the
staff at the centres has felt the need for a medical
adviser, to whom to refer infants in case of need.
This has now been overcome in Hobart and
Launceston by the part-time appointment of a
paediatrician in each city. It is prﬂpnaed to
make a similar appointment in Burnie.

fﬂamum&aﬁon.—frmmunimtiun against diph-
theria and whooping cough is carried out regu-
larly onee weekly at the Moonah Centre.

Maobile [nits—These units are doing excellent
work and meet the needs of parents who are too
far away to either attend a centre or be visited
from one,

Mothereraft Home—This Home, sitoated in
Hobart, iz the one centre in the State under the
control of the Department for the training of
infant welfare and mothereraft nurses. At
Calvary Private Hospital there is another centre
for training students, at which they undergo
the prescribed courses. At the Mothercraft
Home, 34 infant welfare certificates were granted
during the year, and ten mothercraft certificates
to trainees who had followed the prescribed
course and passed the necezzary examinations.
At Calvary Hospital, seven infant welfare certi-
ficates and seven mothercraft certificates were
granted to successful candidates.

Mothercraft  Leetires—Lectures in mother-
eraft were given in a number of schools (29) by
the staff of the Child Welfare Section, and 385
certificates were izsued to children who suceeeded
in passing the necessary examination.

TasLE D.
SUMMARY of Work Porformed by Child Welfare Sisters during the Year 1948
TR T— T - Total
‘ Il eii | Subsequent. | Viits t l'rm.t Vieits | Babies | Attendances | Atieudunces | Total Atten-
No, af Contres, - Vizitz to | Expectant | . bt " | at Cemires | dunces st
Haw-born |yt | Sinihors. | 2 Homes, | Atonding | ot Centros |, oL e
Halies. = 4 : | Ceptris. Ly Balies, | F}Jlntlllllrr:l Eale
i 1 4 e, | — | — = Lo | e —
G 160 a7 | 2005 a5e77 | 16048 1mises * | s 103,524
(Ineluding 1 Pre- | |
mital Centre pod |
4 Muobile Unita) |
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Attendances st Visits to
Centre.

Homes.
Pre-natal 1226 a71
Post-natal 221 149
LTI i i 119 ol
TOTAL 1566 1086
TaeLE E.

INFANTILE Mortality.
Number of Deaths under One Year in Tasmania for the last 20 Calendar Years,
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INFANT MORTALITY IN TASMANIA.
DEATHS under One Year and wnder One Month (Neonatal) for Years 1930, 1938 and 1948,
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TaisLE (.
INFANT MoORTALITY IN TASMANIA.

CAUSES of Death of Infants under One Year for Years 1930, 1938 and 1948,
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TABLE showing the Principal Cawses of Death of Children under 1 Year of Age in
Tasmanie in each Year from 1989 fo 1948,

Cawses of Death and Classification Number, 1939, | 1940, :Iillll.r T2, | US43, | 1940 1945, | L1846 | 1947, | 1848,
9 3 %n% B e | e | Cme] Tl e RRTR E | 4
10 hthera and Croup ... o 2 1| 8 5 1 g 1| ant
(ther Epidemic [Disenses 2 L [ & 2 £ Ik 2 3 4
12- Tml]u.ﬂ aim .. s LT LTl mas T T LT e . T
148, Tabercular M L3 - 1 2 1| BT Lt 2 - s
- g e 1 = e 1 = 1 1
5. Mepsles ... | e i Rl "
88, Copvulsions ... 3 B 2 1 o 1 = 1 :
1. Bronchitia.. 35 | 4 1 1 3 1 1 1 1
107, Brﬂr-chu—lmeumnu S| 81| o8| B2 22| 2 10 1] e0| 18
108, 108, Prewmonin ...... i 3 81 %1 e ] i o 1 ]
118,  Gustro-Enteritis, n‘lll"lhl:ﬂ and Enteritis ....... 2 4 2 7 13 ) 4 2 2 B
Cither Disoases of the St-.mm.h I l | e
157, Congenital Deficts .. s o H 21 | 17| 20| M| 20 21 1w 1w
158, Dehility, Mamsmus, .. J 18| LI 18 10 14 7 b 8 5
158, 160,  Premature Birth and ln]nrg. at Birth .. B | 76| 105 Hi HE| BT Bl | 11w | 107 | 100
161, Other Discasta of Early lifancy .. o1| | sa| sa| aa| | 18| e8| gl W
Other Causes ... 18] 11 1ii 17 17 19 12 = 14 M
Total B3 | 176 i 266 | 22| 26| 199 | 189 207 198 | 103
Intuntile Mortality Itete (per 1000 Births) .. m~si ab-2 49-0| 43-2 40-4) 38-3 275 30-2| 273 | @7
Total Birlhs oeoveeieesosiennnnof G004 | 4504 | 5206 | 305 | 3097 | G200 | G785 | 6847 | 7140 | 6079
e !
TaBLE I. TABLE I.—continued.
(Showing Ages and Causes of Death wnder -
o
ﬂﬂ-’g FMT‘—IEHEL '§ -E %
e E———— ——— = [~}
2[4 HER
HEHE S
E P - -
I L e e Causes of Denth and - T3 £
- : 'E 1 Classification Number, B g P
Causes of Death and .E - E g -E = 'a ‘E =
ClassHioation Narnbee: SEIE|2|2]> z : |z £
£l _ -E E i [ = 'E = - 5
Els|lalcl s .E 2=
~8la|2|= 'E H E E
£l '? g 2 E e Elala|w =
] AR ]
Sle|lm|ln|=ls 18l ﬂtherlhmmntulnrlnﬁ'll
S o fival S 1 H Lo I o] 2
& Core Iu-n-:-:;r:u-l Mumngmo-mnl.; 153 *m':'s:]':“' u""’""“"" oo S .
e cane ] 1 i 4
Acvidental TPV RILE . voeve | [ (0 B e
o W]mm ngﬂ. ] [ R T KTl *
F2q Acite Bfllulj' Tﬂlﬂl:l.ll.q.nl.l.t was] | G L e ] . :Edl :_J"‘l"!' tk' AT"‘.I' AR : kL “i ;
30d Congenital Sy philic,.............. W BT S e L L i s
i Disenses of the Thymus Glamd...) ... . 1 o T 114 1 191
72 Haemorrhagie Conditions .. T [ 1 1 1 AN, it wixeviptint e t‘r 1
i |ntra-Cranial Mmm ..... e R B | S
&0d Eneephalitis .. ] 18
Ela Eimi [ .‘-Tllrli.rl II:'l.ll ..... was 1 1| 2
1065 Disemses of the Laryox.. O it B B
108a Acute Bronchits ... o | R e TaBLE J
1y lh'qnlﬂlg—nﬁmnmnnh 4 i & 18 i
108 Lobar Fneumonsa ..... w3 5 Comparative Figures of Principal Caouses of
119 Disrrhos unl Enteritis i 1 1 & =
1225 Intsstinal Obstruction ] T i i | Death under One Year during 1944-1948.
128 I"]I : l}fitha!" i - aisd boancd S ] e {
152 Cellulitis, Aoute Abscess .. : Al | s
1572 Congenital Hydrovephalus., ... 1 | [ o g A Causea of Death, 134, | 148 1940
1574 Spina Bifila und Movingoeele .| o) 1) . x| el 8l 1 F
1567¢ Congenital Malformations of 1
the Heart .. | R e S I 1; Y
157d !I-Inuslmmes R LS I I I Y 100 18
157¢ i lorie St T S (| B P I ) : -
167f Cleft Palate, hlﬂ]hp S R [l e I et (T b i &
1577 lmperforate Anus . ..... It | e [ 7 s
1874 Cyatie Disesse of Kidney | .....i A [ 1 “i
1671 O wrl:nngnmll.lhlﬂl'nrlll | JECE 1R 1 - 24 20 19
159 Pre ..utum Birth . w4 E .| B2
1680 Inj at Hirth .. 13 L] ...: 1| 18 47 1 104
1Gla s yxin, Atelnctasis. . T e a0 1 B 2
lii 1e Hemorshagic I'l'n'rrﬂtl-um u1 1 ﬂ'}’" Disenses E"Jr "! 5 1
iI.E q!!‘l’bﬂ.l’ll 1 ."| 1 m" --------------------- g




1949,

13

Sechool Medical and Dental Serviee,

Staff.—There have been several changes In
medical and nursing staff Curing the year. Dr.
A, E. Wilmot, who had carried out full-time
duties on the north-west coast, was granted
twelve months® leave to visit England and carry
out post-graduate studies on Child Health under
a British Council Felluh'ahi% Dr. Wilmot left
Tasmania in August. Dr. K. Welch, who had pre-
viougly occupied the position of Govermment
Medical Officer with headquarters at Launceston,
gave full-time service in the School Medical Ser-
vice for the latter months of the year. Dr. T. W.
George gave part-time service for a portion of the

ear in the southern part of the State, whilst

{)r. T. J. Iek was engaged on full-time duty
throughout the year in the north-eastern part
of the State. Towards the end of the year Dr.
J. Kennard arrived from England to take up an
a ﬁiﬁm&nt as a School Medical Officer in
I-Fu In addition, nine Government Medical
Officers examined children in the districts they
served. There were a number of changes among
the nursing sisters, resulting in a re-arrangement
of duties in the distriets in the north-western
and zouthern areas.

Children Medically Eramined.—The number
of children medically examined totalled 15,903,
of whom 47 per cent were found to be without
defects. In the 53 per cent in whom defects
were noted, the most common were dental
defects, Such defects were present in 83 per
cent of the total number examined. Next in
order of frequency were unhealthy tonsils, under-
weight, goitre, ocular and postural defects, skin

diseases (particularly scabies), aural defects,
and anaemia.

Pre-schools—Examination and supervision of
children attending pre-schools has been earried
out ighout the year, and helps to bridge the
gap previously existing between the supervision
given at child welfare centres and that obtained
on entry to ordinary schools.

Lectures—Lectures on nutrition by the nutri-
tion officer and on posture by Dr. Edith Clement
were much appreciated by the nursing stail.

Immunisation—In the Hobart and Glenorchy
Districts, the nursing sisters assist the medical
aml‘tu immunise school children against diph-

erin.

Contacts made with Children by Sisters—
Details are given in the following extract from
the Supervisory Sister’s report:—

“ Contaets with Children. Contacts made
with children numbered 48441, under the
following headingsz:—

() New, 6678, These include children
admitted to schools since sister's
previous wvisit,

(b) Revigion, 17,779. These are children
who are checked up. Sisters try
to revise the whole of a school every
year.

(¢) Others, 11,648 ‘These include—
Children sent by parents.

Children sent by teachers,

Children presenting themselves for
attention.

Observation cases,

(No. 48.)

(d) Head cases, 18,607. This figure in-
eludes 15,894 casual inspections and
2718 observation cases. The latter
are scholars seen weekly by the
sisters, or whenever they visit the
various centres, It is only by per-
sistent efforts that control of ob-
gtinate casez iz kept. Casual cases
are children examined in * sur-
prize ” hygiene chick-ups, or when
a complaint is received from a
parent or a teacher re " dirty”
heads. It is customary to examine
the head of every child in the class
concerned, on receipt of such a
report.

(¢) Follow-up contacts, 9838, Obtaining
treatment for children in city and
town areas is usually a simple
matter. It is the country parents
who have big obstacles to surmount.
Many existing difficulties will be
overcome with the advent of wisit-
ing specialists to various centres,
the opening up of Government hos-
pitals, and the increazing number
of area schools.

Notes to parents, 8870. This has always
proved a very effective way of saving time
and overcoming certain difficulties. It is
felt by all stall members that time taken to
contact parents per paper is never wasted.

Visits to parents, 1124, Personal contact
with parents assists in solving many prob-
lems. This vital line of approach could, if
means of transport were made available,
become our chief method of obtaining truly
worthwhile results. Thiz applies particu-
larly to sisters working in country distriets.
Juggling with transport anxieties, especially
during winter months, i a harassing busi-
ness, to say the least of it. It not only means
loss of time and waste of energy, but it has
alzo been the cause of break-downs among
some of the staff,

Vizits from parents, 3561. These parents
attended the wvarious centres to discuss
their problems with the sisters.

Other visits, 318. These are made by staff
members to hospitals, local authorities, &c.,
in the eourze of their duties.

Dental orders, 5737. Children suffering
fromutoothache or dental caries are given
orders to attend school dental elinies. There
is no problem here for the city child, but
most outhack mothers have very little lileli-
hood of overcoming the financial problem of
paying transport for their family for several
visits to the nearest dentist.

Other orders, 1001. These orders are
given to cases requiring immediate or
experienced attention and, when aceidents
peeur, for treatment at the nearest public
hospital.

Treatments, 2498. Treatments, including
minor dreszings, have been given to 2498
children. When necezcary, cases have been
zent or taken to their doctor or to hospital
for further attention.",

Dental Seryice.—The year was marked by the
sad death of the Semior Dental Inspector (Mr.
J. T. Brook). Subsequently, Mr. A. W. Scoit
(Dental Inspector at Launceston) was appointed
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to replace Mr. Brook, and the headquarters of
the service were tranzferred to Launceston. The
staff has been further depleted by the resignation
of a dental inspector from the Hobart Clinie
after a short period of service, and the resigna-
tion of a dental inspector who arrived from
England just before the end of the wyear and
who took up duty in the north-west but later
entered private practice. Attempts to attract
stafl were made at intervals during the year, but
were without avail. The only dental inspectors
in the serviee at present are two in number, one
located at the static clinie in Hobart and the
other at the static clinie in Launceston,

For a portion of the vear the northern mobile
clinic was working in the north-western area of
the state, but apart from this the mobile units
were not in operation, as there was no staff
available, During the early part of the year
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the dental inspector from the Launceston Clinic
visited the west coast to give attention to children
attending achools there. The Department also
Paid a portion of the cost of a visit to King

sland, aﬁgmmred by the Parents’ Association.
During the year, 12,715 visits were paid to the
dentists, 6774 representing new ents and
o841 repeat visits, The services given were—
Treatments 10,391
Fillings . . 2486
Extractions 11,280
Cleanings ... ..ol ol el Lﬂﬂ
1 ) PR L _as,m

C. L. PARK, M.D, D.P.H, FR.Sanl,
Director of Public Health,

AFFENDIX 1.

REFORT OF CHIEF HEALTH INSPECTOR FOR THE
YEAR ENDED Iisr DECEMBER, 1845,

Staff.

In consequence of inereascd aetivities in health work,
Mr. A Gillamm was appolnted az an Inspector in June,
and Mr. G. H. Hallam later appointed to take over the
duties of Inspecter T. Orr who for & nomber of years
had been in charge of the Launceston branch, and who
has now reached the retiring age. Mr. Orr has rendered
valuable service during his association with the Depart-
monk,. The new appointecz have had considerable ex-
pericnce in municipal health dutbes.

It is with regret that the Department lost the serviees
of two part-time inspectors {Messrs. R, R. Rex of Sorell
and A. Blackburn of Cygnet]) who, until their deaths,
had been attached o the stalf for n nomber of vears.
The vacancles woere filled by the appointment of Meesrs,
A. Fenton and J. 8. Fogarty.

Swuttary Surveye ond Specind  Mmapections.

Banitary surveys, 5ru'iul inspections, and enquiries
were carried out in all municipalitics of the State. In
the course of these visits, attention was direeted to domes.
tic water supplies, mn'l-'r-nl-,\z:'-. nightsoil, garbape, drain-
age disposal, protection of food from contamination in
stores. butchers” and bakers' shops, restaurnnts, dmiry-
ing and liconsed premises, and other premises whore
food is manufactured, prepared, amd processed,

The safety of the publie, sanitation, and maintenanee
nt places of public entertainment also mehﬂutwnﬁm.
Dutnils of the above inspections (which Efelude those
carried out by part-time health inspectors 'chmr‘md in
municipal districts, where health serviees are directly
controlled by this Department) are set out herennder:—

Husber of
Humibey of skl
Witorg of [smpackion, Decpesidliom. Regnilriag
Attemtizn
Bacteriolytic tanks (including sites
and plane) . Rl 2160 421
Bakehouses . 108 B2
Butehers' shops A 132 47
Buildings and plans {private) h2 L
Buildings and p]i]ann {public) 5 a5 16
Bonrding houses and guest houses 25 i
emnation of dwellings 4
Cometery sites . B !
Duairying premises 26 B
isinfections and fumigations T
I}n:rr!enm inzpections i} -I:EI!
Dirainage : 208 105
Food En'miae-ﬂ {including restaur-
antE) . / b 314 34
Garbage tips ... .., . 45 ]

Humb e
Natug of [espaction, Humbsr i m i
Impuciian.
Aiemion.
Hospitals  (including  sltes  and i
plans) b i e e 24 ()
Hutz (hop and fruit pickers’) .. 47 11
Licensed promimes ... . . . 168 &8
Ofensive trades .. . 07 T8
Places of public entertainment 212 111
Reserves, beaches, showgrounds, ’
Sale yarda b i 20 8
Sanitary depots and serviees .. .. 25 T
Eohools e ) 151 &9
Scallop depots . 18 2,
Spirit testing (aleohalic) ) 369 128
Sewernge schemes | o . 2 ity
Subdivigions of land . . 14 1
Water supplies and samples ., [ 14
Wharves, jetties, &oc. i T ]

One hundred and thirty-seven (137) orders, including
four direct on municipal eouncile, were served unde
the Public Health and Food and Drugs Acts, With one
f:;c:lrmm, l.l;r;sr wore complied with. In this instance,
egal proceedings wore instituted an dofendant w
fined £6, with E 13s. Gd. costa. iy - iy

Fublic Hoalth Acl—Municipal Health fmpwlwt..

Owing to an acute shortage of qualified heal inspoe-
tora throughout the State, ﬂll!l’h:unll‘;l'-‘I in beei n:;ﬂlmmd
by | nuthorities in maintaining sati health
zmdr;ndu. except by continual visits by Departmental

As a means of evercoming this condition, the catablish.
ment of instructional classos for those dosiring to
Eﬁr Mnllih :’fipiu:-lmils Ii: aumﬂﬂh-lnd tha-df:wm
smaller municipalitios with time fird i
tors when they are availahle, = . o4

Installation of Bacteriofytic Tonka,

A record number of 898 bacterisl ta)
installed during the year. The pn‘pulnrit;ﬁ:f Hﬂ:l?hum
of nightaoil disposal in unsewored areas is attributed
to increased permancnt water supplies being available
the irregulnr clearance of sanitary pans in some munie
cipal arcas, and the realistion by the public that the
bacteriolytic tank system affords greater eonvenienee and
improved health eonditions, Every encouragement and

all assistance is offered to those wishing to avail them-

selves of this simple and effective means of oVeTeoming
3 ] I
one of the disndvantages of residing in unsewered |Tuu.

Drainage Dispogal.

Through the continued shortage of dra i
fittings, combined with the umighuhdlitr ﬁnﬂrﬂl 'i:f-
absorption of household wastes in many urban

this matter is causing considerable concern b e

with the
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w number of honses being constructed with-
ot provision g mads for adequate drainage disposal.

As 8 temporary measure, and pending the installation
of sewerage sys the discharge thlv‘lm drainage
into conerets table drains is being approved, provided
these channels are permanently flushed with clean run-
ning water, and a satisfactory ultimate point of dis-
charge axists.

OfFensive Trades,
The regulations under this section have been rigidly
, particularly in regard to preventing dog=
having acesss to unesoked offal, a3 & means of preventing
the spread of hydatid disease.

Amendments to the regulations reducing the fees for
the registration of piggeries from 10s. to 2s. Bd., were
effected during the year.

By closer ion with local authorities and the
Department of and Industry, the former owver-

of ins i i ith inti
R RS grmentn Yos e i

Food and Drugse Aet.

Five hundred and thirty-two (532) samples, including
milks, were submitted to the Government Analyst for
examination.

With the exception of the milks, food generally was
found to comply with required standards. Warnings were
issued for several minor breaches of the regulations
under this Act.

Food condemned consisted of 326 tins of sliced pine-
apples, 60 mutton birds, 130 tins of canned peas and
?zp. 26 tins of blackeurrants, and a quantity of canned

sh.

Milk Supplice.
Special attention was given to the question of milk

and milk depots were kept under close super-
:ﬁgi]:lu:a an cndeavour to improve the quality of this

Three hundred and threc (383) samples of milk
were obtained for chemical and bacteriological examina.
tion. Thirty of these were found to be below the required
standard. Prosecutions were instituted against eleven
vendors, and nincteen warnings izsued when deficiencies
were slight. Legal proceedings resulted in the defen-
dants being convicted, and fines and costs totalling £112
12s. imposed.

Beveral vendors availed themszelves of recent amend-
lﬂ!li;l;: :&:ﬁ;ﬂ Drugs &r:_fg whereby legar!o;n:t.inn
e em against those persons ucin
T e &

Berry Fruits and Pulp.
Faollowing the provision of standard the Food
Standards Committes for Iruprmrail'bc“tic :ll.l ity of berry
Imw pulp, the Food and Drugs Regulations were
Aame ;i

Both growers and proprietors of processing factories
were advised of the standards, and informed that the
various receiving depots and factorles would be policed,
and samples of the fruits and pulp tested during the
seazon which, owing to adverss weather conditions, will
not begin until enrly next year. Additional inspectors
have been appointed for the po , and appropriate
netion will be taken should lfn E}nd not comply with
the prescribed standards.

Soft Fruit Drinks,

Higher standards, which provide for greater quantities
m:i: fruit wice miincludndd:ﬁ’ frilt syrups and
Were ine n amen ti
ol b g regulations under

Places of Public Entertainment Aet,

The committee of officors of the Fire Brigade Board
Haobart City Council, and this Department is still engaged
in consolidating regulations under the above Act. E

plans of proposed new halls and ndditions
and alterations to exizting buildings have been examined
and roported on by this committes, with a view to afford-
W!Mdmun‘!‘ufﬂyhthapnblk.
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Considerable improvements have heen effected with the
congtruction of cinematograph cabinets at various halls
in country centres throughout the State.

In one instance, steps were taken to close, temporarily,
one public hall until the regulations governing same were
complied with.

Conelnsion,

In conclusion, I desire to thank council clerks and loeal
health inspectors for their eo-operation and assistance.

The inspectorial staff has given loyal and conscientious
serviee during the year.

H. H. PARKER, M.R.5.1,,
Chief Health Inspector.

ArrExprx [I.

REPORT OF GOVERNMENT ANALYST FOR THE
YEAR ENDED 3ist DECEMBER, 1948,

Staff.

Mr. . V. Roberts resigned from the staff in Novembeor,
and Miss Sheila Cameron resigned later to take up a
position in Melbonrne. Mr, J. W. Wishart, B. S¢., was
Sélpﬂinl..ed as an analytical chemist in November, Miss A,

. Knight took up the duties of clerk-typist early in
the year. Two positions as analytical chemist remain
unfilled. The duties of one of these have been ereditably
earried out by Mr. 0. Sternberg for over a vear in a
temporary capacity, but the work of the branch is
seriously hampered by the lack of staff.

Chemicel Analpges and Teste.

The following tables show the warious materials
examined and tested, and the sources of the zamples
respectively. The total number examined, 1988, Is an
increase over the provious year (1634) and alse the year
before (1734) 1—

Table I.—Materials Examined, in Order of Numerical

Importance—
Foods ... . Al ety o 22
Petroleum products  (petrol, kerosene,
Inbricating oils) .. : 314
Waters and sewage . 211
| Ty e e e 149
Aleaholic liquors . R 135
Animal toxicology i fifi
Human milks ... .. reh 58
Animal nutrition . TR 18
Human toxicology .. av
Hydrometers and thermometers . 22
Paints, Iacquers and building materials 18
Fertilizors e e 17
Plant nutrition . T 12
Tﬂxtlilea and paper .. . 12
Poaticides ... ... .. T 11
Druge and medicines ... . 10
Disinfectants and preservatives 7
Soaps and cleaning materials 3 4
Feeding stuffs " ’ 3
Miscellancomns | ; : 43
Total 15RR
Table Il—Sources of Samples—
State Departmonts:
Department of Public Health GGR
Denartment of Agriculture 241
Police Departroent 48
Public Works Department 8
Transport Commission 4
Agricultural Bank .. e 4
Supply and Tender Department 1
Commenwealth Departments:
Department of Trade and Customs RO
Department of Commeree and Agri-
calture ... . ” 20
Postmaster Generals Department 4

Department of Sopply and Dewvelap-
_ ment ... T : & 1
City Counmcils and Loeal Authorities . 134
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Child Welfare Centres and Mother-
eral’ Home s B0 oSS 48
Hospitals and Institutions L iT
Tasmanian Museum .. i e 5
Private Firms and porsons | 342
1088

The main increases have been in the number of foods
imainly milks) and waters examined, The numbers
of these inereased by 288 and 129 respectively, and the
number of soils by 58. A fall was registered in the
number of alesholic liquors, mainly liqueurs, examined
for the Customs Department, 119 less than the previous
year,

Food and Drugs Act Analyses.

The following table summarises the results of the
examination of food samples taken by inspectors under
the provisions of the Food and Drugs Act:—

Hureber  of Wariaee
Foncitel, Surgles el
Feceived, Stasdard,
Beverages | b ;
Butter ... B 4
Bread bl 1
Custard powder ... .. ... .. 4
Confectionery and pastry .. 5 1
Coffer and coffer essence 4
Fish and fish prodocts .. 11 e
Flour (self-raising) 4 1
Jam g e 1 X
Junket tahlets 2
Ligquenrs 1 1
Milk ; 417 G5
Margarine and edible fats b
Meat and meat products [ o
gim ; : 5 1
BEO ... . 1 P
Bausages B 5
Sauces 4 1
Spreads and =avouries T
Soups (i} 1
Spices and condiments 4 1
Spirits 1 1
Spaghetti 1
Vegetables (eanned) b4
Total ... ... BOT 83

The proportion of samplez not eomplying with the
standards is still high (163 per cont). Apart from
milk, of which 156-5 per cent of the samples fell below
standard, the majority of the infringemonts were of n
minor nature, The prineipal cnses are detailed below.

Milk.

An examination of the results of official milk analyses
disclozes the following position:—

Summary of milk analyses—

]
Sl W Tea
Complied with standard a5 244
Adulterated with water 1 43
Deficient in fat only T 1-7
Below standard in total solids
andfor solids not fat n o6
417 100:0

Tho samples adulternted with water are ns revealed
by chemical analysis and freezing point determinations.
The 40 =amples which were below standard in  total
solids or solids not fat, or both, were deemod o be
naturally poor, but not watered samples. Of these 25
had a freezing point bolow -0540°C, and 15 passed the
test by virtue of the telernnce allowed in the Hortvet
test, be., their freczing points fell between -0-63° and
-r54°C.  As they were market milks, and therefore com-
prised the mixed milk of herds, which does not show the
wider freczing point variation of the milk of iedividual
cows, it is ovident that the procedure adopted is lenient.
The freczing point determination, as well as being n safe-
guard of a vitally important foodstuff, iz a protection
to the milk vendor against the charge of watering as
distinet fram the less heinous, but sl undesirable
offence of selling sub-standard milk, -
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Miscellanemiis Food Stondurd Infringemonts,
These included four samples of butter with more than
the permitied amount of water; a mmr’lﬂ of self-raising
flour containing less than the requisite quantity of

available carbon dioxide; four samples of one
containing execss  preservative (solphor ) and
three with execs= starch, A sa of tomato saues

was wrongly labelled free from preservatives and arti-
ficial eclouring.

A zample of “ health salts" stated in the label to be
made from salt, raw vegetables and . and to contain
“the 16 body elements and provide witamins ", also to
ensure “ a supply of vitamins and minerals which is
in uncooked vegetables ™, consisted of & mixture of
equal ﬁnm of crude salt and vegetable matter (dried
vegetables and  seaweed).  Some fm and
phosphate were present. The amount nscorbic |
{vitamin C) present was eight mill per 1040 m.
This preparation, in view of the relatively small amount
of it which would be consunved could eontribute
only a negligible amount of vitamin C. to the diet. Its
dried condition is ngainst the ‘of any ]
quantity of the ascorbic acid which may have pre-
sent in the vegetable material ox . Claims for the
presence of vitaming A, B, and D also lp}nlnq on the
label. Unfortunately we do not possess in the branch
the equipment for determinations of these vitamins.

It fa evident, from the increasing number of claims
of vitamin potency and fortificntion that sppear on the
lnbelz of foodstuffs nowadays, that steps will have to
be taken to check thelr genuineness or otherwise, qu
form of control would have to be backed hrmw;
regulations  regarding vitamin claims, fe, minimoan

specified quantities in a normal

Waiters.

Samples of water examined nombered 2100
of these were from the Departments of Public
Agriculture, and Public Works, from private persons,
mainly farmers, and from loeal auothorities, Hobart
water supplies aie receiving a periodical chemieal check
far hygienic purity, in conjunction with bacteriological
tests made by the patholegist.

Some scores of samples of rain-water from household
tanks were oxnmined in connection with the action on
galvanised roofs of rain-water polluted by sulphur
from a mear-by works, Zfine in amounts rangine from
to 173 pariz per million, with equivalent amounts
phate, and pH as low as 50 were found. Many
in the district wore not inted. One interesting o

fuctm;. in agdillinn l.ﬁ- the incidence of the was the
prevalence during the winter months of %@
the zine

Most

EEEE

or misty nights. At such times the mois

on the roofs, the acid attacking the =zine, and
sulphate formed was washed “ﬁltﬂ the tanks with the
next shower of rain, wrrllin™

Zinc is an undesirable constituent of drinking waters
in amounts higher than the few parts million usaally
found in water stored in galvan fron tanks. In

quantities above 50 parts per million in the ceonrrencs
related, it caused an astringent, harsh taste, curdling
of milk in tea, and the formation of a white scum on
boiling the water, and may have been rTesponsible for
stomach upsets in young children, f

_ In the district where the rain water was affected,
immersion heating elements in hot water ]u&l'hd a
cm;ldmbly shorter lifo than those used with Hobart
water. g .

Eighteen samples of water from public swinmsl
baths were tested for the Chief Henlth Inspector to
the degree of chlorination, In all cases fres chlorine
was prosent, the amounts varying from 0:04 to 1-6 parts
ptm_mﬂlim. but wsnally between 01 and 043 parts per
(i1 M.

In connection with industrial development in various
parts of Tasmania an attempt is being made to collect
complete mineral annlysis of the water supplies of the
principal Tasmenipn towns.  Tnquiries are recelved. from
time o time from potentinl manufactorers as to the
suitahility of the water for varions Industrind PUrpoEes,
A satisfactory answer usually entafls a dotniled analysis,

S0 far, complete anal of the water =n
Hobart, Glenorchy, Burnie and Devonport are ﬁﬁ{eﬂibl?
Analysis of the Loaunceston sapplies iz flso procursble
from another source.
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Toxicology and Police [nvestigalions.

Forty-two (42) specimens of organs, food, &c., wero
examined for coroners and doctors in connection with
thirteen cases of real or suspected poisoning. Of these
cases, one was due to arsenic, one chloral hydrate, and
11 were negative.

Eight (8 imens of ink, banknotes and grease
Wore m:gignd r the police In connection with eriminal
investigations.

Evidenece was given in court by me in a number of the
above ecascs,

Animal Pofzoning.,

Thirty-four specimens and baits were submitted by
private persons and departmental and other velerinary
officers in connection with suspeeted poisoning of animals.
Out of 23 cases, strychnine was detected in seven and
arsenic in five. The incidence of malicious poisoning of
animals is far too common. Five swabs taken from
racehorses, were cxamined for *“ doping * agents, with
negative resulis,

Agricultural Chemistry.

Boils accounted for 149 samples during the year, H:ﬂ}:
were submitted by officers of the Department of Ag
culture in connection with prejects such as  potato
manurial trials, soldier settlement, and land drainnge
anid utilisation. In many cases pH and lime requirensent
detarminations were sufficient to provide the necossary
information, but in a number of others, more complete
anal wore made. A large number of samplez are
FOviE from private personz. In practically all cnses
the senders are referred to the Department of Agriculture
before analyses are made, and officers of that Department
are supplied with the information necessary to enable
them to advize on suitable treatment.

Specimens of apple leaves (for magiesiom, phosphoric

ngid and molybdenum), onts (for manganese, iron and

magnesiom), and soils vsed In pot experiments {for

caleium, manganese, potassiom and phosphoric acid)

were examined for officers of the Department of Agricul-

Elilrﬂ in connection with problems of plant nutrition and
SeREe.

Seventeen (17) samples of fertilisers were examined.

SBeven samples of lime sulphur spray material were
examined. One manufacturer was given information and
advice to assist him in the improvement of his product.

Aartrral Nutritton,
Forty-eight (48) specimens, mainly livers and blood,
were examined for the Veterinary Branch of the Depart-

ment of Agriculture in  connection with notritional
ﬂle_u::u of animals, Copper and/or cobalt were deter-
mined.

Miscollaneons Anolyses,

Theze included sonps and cleaning materials, 4; paints
and building materials (cement, mortar, &c.), 18: dis-
infectants and preservatives, 7; drugs and medicines,

Commaonicoalth Departments,

Work done for the Department of Trade and Custams
and for the Department of Commoerce nnd Agriculturs
ta up a considerable amount of the time of the
laboratory. A r. 525 samples were cxamined for
the two depurtments, Of these 505, mainly petrolenrn
]p'l'ﬁiq uets {nii;.. ﬁ:rgl. Bm'lD kurm] ;Edﬂﬂ I{lﬂﬂlﬂ;ﬂl]it

uors, were for ormer &l nt & minin
butterz} for the latter. e 4
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Local Aubthorities.

These accounted for 184 samples, mainly milke and
waters, Only one local authority, the Hobart City
Counecil, sends milk or food samples regularly, and not
mare than one or two others submit food samples at any
time, although Departmental inspectors take samples in
same districts.

Food Standards Convmities.

Eardy in the year, in connection with the work of the
committee, a complete revision was made by myself and
Mr. A. J. Miller of the regulations under the and
Drugs Act denling with froit squash and fruit juice
preducts, cordials and fruit juice syrups, summer drinks,
aerated waters, fruit wines, and eider and perry.
standards recommended were subsequently adopted, with
slight modifications, by the committee, and later became
law. Principal features were the raising of the minimum
juice content of blackcurrant syrup to 40 per cent by
volume, with the impozition of & maximum on the sugar
content of fifty-five per cent by weight, provision for
fruit-Aavoured (earbonated) summer drinks with raini-
mum fruit juice content of five or ten per cent, according
to variety of fruit, and the debarri aof the use, an
lewer grade and imitation products, ufnﬁ'ult names unless
qualified by the words * flavoured " or * imitation " and

of fruit devices and designs on the labols,
Another important a E!:I’t!-un to the ulations was &
standard for berry fruits, hazed on uble solids con-

tents and designed to eliminate the watering and adol.
teration of fruit. The minimum soluble solids fixed were
ns follows:—
Strawberiy ... ... ...
Raspberry ..
Loganberry
Blackberry Rt
Blackeurrant ... ... .. e gy e ) 1
Redeurrant ... ... .. £ Ay
These were arrived at following a survey which was

made during the 1947/148 season, and also took into
aecount experience during the war years.

Ll R R |-

Fam Fruits Sureey.

The investigation of the range of composition of the
principal constituents of Tesmanian berry fruits, concen-
trating at present on raspberries and blackcurrants, has
beon continued, In addition to the determinations of the
usual constituents, such as sugar, acld, pectin, fibre, and
the ash eonstituents, aseorbic acid determinations have
been made. It iz hoped that suffeient figures will bo
available soon for publizhing.

Apparafis aund Eguipmcid,

This has been kept fairly well up to date by the
purchase of a grinding mill, a new refractometer, another
air-damped aperiedie balance and a larger refrigerator.

In view of the elaims made nowadavs by the makers
of certain foodstuffs for their wvitamin potency, it has
become very necessary that provision e made for the
purchase of modern cquipment for the determination of
vitamins. This will expensive and will necessitate
careful enquiry, but it ia essential.

Infermation and Adviee, &r.

Az in the past, a considerable amount of time has been
devoted to giving information and advice, and to answer-
ing enquiries from Government Departments and
membera of the public.

Canelsior,

It is desired te express appreciation of the servieos
a]:ld support given by the members of the staff during
the ¥year.

H. E. HILL, F.ACIL, ARLC.,
Government Analyst.
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SECTION 1I.—REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL SERVICES FOR
THE YEAR ENDED 3lst DECEMBER, 1948.

HosPITALS.
Public Hospitals.
activitics of public hoapitals
h the
ower

The general
showed a further increase this year, altho
total number of bed-days was slightly
than the previous yvear.

The main decrease was at the Royal Hobart
Hospital ; most of the other hospitals maintaining
the same level or showing a very slight increase.

The out-patients, however, showed a con-
giderable increase, both in the number of out-
patient registrations and the number of visits.
This is largely due to out-patients being treated
free, but is also augmented by greater facilities
offered for specialist treatment at the major base
hospitals, and the visiting specialists to country
centres. (See Table K.}

TasLE K.
Public Hospital Statiztics.

HOSPITAL. In-PATIENTS Ben-Days QUT-PATIENTS No or Visims,
1947 1348 1947 1948 1947 1948 1947 1948
Royval Hobart ... .. ... ... 10,523 10,178 126204 123,870 19,805 35,005 #BA16 121,759
Lounceston General . .. B5ak BG9E 106266 05,067 27,826 20,889 73,106 TH006
Devon, Latrebe .. . ... 2138 2,467 23011 80,751 2,986 2001 3241
Spencer, Wynyard . . 2.147 216 18,302 0,699 ;
Lyell, Queenstown .. .. 72 793 11,376 10,482 1,755 2,110 4,078 G
Ulveratome ... .o . ww BE3 723 bad6 a0 % i
Leehan ... ... ... .. 532 GEG 7082 G311 BOG HE6 1.60% 1,587
Peacock, Hobart . YT 556 G240 4,435
S‘mtudalc e 649 ] 7554 3,380 Bag T40 5214 §,85656
Campbell Town ... .. .. 461 470 5,172 5,880
Beneonsfield ... ... o e 400 444 4,640 4,580
Eing Island ... ... . o 398 S0 2,664 2,667 871 T63 1.233 1,303
New Norfolk ... ... .. ... aa0 320 3.264 2,343 2,061 1,336 4,223 5337
S Marys o.ooolon 218 237 2543 2,185 110 a7 251 2
Torais ... ... 26611 26,649 337463 423,779 06,767 64,796 192.271 216482

Bed-days decreased by 13,684 — 4 per cent reduction.

Out-patient registrations inereased b
Qut-patient visits increased by 27,211 —

Daily average cost per oceupied bed for 1947
Daily average cost per occupiced bed for 1948

Commonwealth Afd—
In-patients at 8z, per day from 1.7.48.

BOSH

14

14 per cent increase.

per cent increase.

238,

28z, 9d. an increasze of 26 per cent.

Out-patients at 3s. 3d. per initial registration from 15.1.49.

Consultant Specializts.—~The Orthopaedic Sur-
geon, although performing most of hiz duties in
Hobart and environs, regularly visits the public
hospitals at Launceston, Wynvard, Latrobe, and
Queenstown., The following indicates the extent
of work carried out by him at Hebart and other
hospitals ;—

Hobart—
gperlntinmf 278
anipulations, reductions,
plasters, &e 234
Out-patients (visits) G771
Other Hoapitals—
Operations 120
Out-patients (visits) 1480

The Orthopaedic Surgeon alzo regularly visits
Wingfield House (Crippled Children) al;ld the
Lady Clark Rehabilitation Centre, where ortho-
raedic cases from all parts of the island are
rought for rehabilitation training. On the staff
at this centre are included an Oceupational
Therapist and two Physiotherapists, and there
is also a_well-equipped gymnasiom and physio-
therapy department

The establishment of the rehabilitation centre
has alveady proved its value by the number of

patientz who have been returned to their former
or some other occupation. Many of these, with-
out Ithia centre would have remained pensioners
for life,

Two visits have been made by the Plastic Sur-
geon from Vietoria, 35 operations having been
performed, in addition to 106 other patients being
examined. The Consultant Neurologist from Vie-
toria has alzo paid two visits, 356 patients having
been presented to him. Both of these specialists
also gave lectures to the medical and nursing
staff on the special work which they undertake.

The chief tuberculosis officer of the Repatria-
tion Department also pald two visits and carried
out special surgical procedure on tuberculosis
patients in public hospitals.

Stoyf (Medical) —The visiting medical staffs
to the major base hospitals, Royal Hobart and
Launneceston General, have heen further expanded
and augmented by specializstz who recently ob-
tained their higher qualifications. This has its
reflection in the hirher standard of the resident
medical staff, many of whom are in training
for their higher degree, three having com
game. The liaison between the visiting and resi-
dent staff is all that can be desived, one of the
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outstanding features of which has been the inaug-
uration of regular clinico-pathological lunch-time
meetings,

Out-patients service has been improved at the
major base hospitals by the appointment of an
Out-patients Registrar, and also clinical asais-
tance to the visiting medical staff.

The administration of the hospitals has im-
proved considerably by the appointment of
general superintendents, and plans are well
advanced for a course of training for all execu-
tive officers,

Post-graduate training for medical staff is
being encouraged, and arrangements have been
completed for aspecial training of a thoracic sur-
geon. The fact that certain hospitals are now
recognised as post-graduate training schools for
medicine, surgery, gynaecology, and obatetries
has resulted in a very high standard of applicant
for resident pogitions.

Staff (Nursing) —The world-wide shortape of
nurses is reflected in thiz State, but the supply
of trained nurses has been maintained at the
required standard largely due to the employment
for short service periods of trained nurses from
other States. While this is satisfactory from the
standpoint of care and attention to patients,
certain difficulties arise from the administrative
standpoint, and also that of training of nurses.
This position, however, is becoming more stabi-
lised, but great difficulty is experienced in
obtaining the number of trainees required.

To encourage suitable girls to enter the pro-
fession, a Publicity Officer has been appointed
and a coloured sound film is in process of being
made depicting *“ The Life of a Student Nurse .
Press  publici has been increased, schools
visited, hospital inspections and demonstrations
arranged, and talks given to Mothers' and Par-
ents’ Associations. The results to date are very
encouraging, but still greater efforts must he
made if the requisite numbers are to be obtained.
To assist, a definite syllabus of essentially a

ractical nature has been compiled by the Nurses'
E.eglsh'atinn Board to train girls for a period of
one vear at nised training schools in prac-
tical nursing, at the completion of which they
will be r-egistamd as members of an Auxiliary
Nursing Service. This course has been so
arranged that if the person is successful, and
50 desires, she can carry on and complete the
training for a registered nurse. This course of
training is in charge of a recently returned
Florence Nightingale Scholarship holder, who
obtained her diploma in London as a tutor sister.
The return of a second Florence Nightingale
scholar trained in nursing administration has
gﬁﬂ" stimulated post-graduate training in this

The appointment of an Orthopaedie Sister with
very wide experience in Australia and overseas
has done much to raise the standard of ortho-

edic nursing, as, in addition to assisting the

te Consultant Orthopaedist, she gives courses
of instruction at the major hozpitals,

. The training of nurses has been considerably

improved by the addition of charts and models,
which, until now, have been unprocurable for

many wyears. All training schools have now
sound Elm jectors with & regular supply of
hl‘-'rﬂdhmd nursing films.

During the year the nursing staff has benefited
considerably by additional amenities in connec-
tion with living and financial conditions, such
az—

. (1) The elimination of war-time clause in
the Wages' Board determination of
first four hours of overtime heing
paid at ordinary rates; payment bei
made in full for all overtime worked.

(2) Forty-hour week put into operation
where possible,

(3) The granting of long-service leave to
those who have completed ten years
of continuous service,

(4) The automatic application of quarterly
basic wage fluctuation to all nurses’
salaries,

In Hobart a motor-car has been provided for
the use of a sister on home nursing service, who
visits patients discharged from hospital but still
requiring treatment in their own homes, This
has proved a most valuable asset, as it tends to
diminish the length of stay of certain patients
in hospital,

Equipment.—The standard of equipment still
continues to rise, and much new and highly tech-
nical equipment has been supplied during the
year—X-ray apparatus, diathermy machines, gas
anaesthetic machines, special beds, and air-con-
ditioned and heat regulated cots or bassinettes
for premature babes,

In this respect tribute must be paid to the
Women's Auxiliaries throughout the State, who
have donated very valuable equipment, in addi-
tion to practical work and services given and ren-
dered in support of the hospital. The service
from auxiliaries has doubled since the inception
of free hospital treatment, their membership has
increased and their interest and enthusiasm are
extended to all departments of the hospital.

Costs—The average daily cost per oceupied
bed for 1947 was 283, per day, and for 1948 it
was 28s. Od. per day, an inerease of 25 per cent.

Thiz was due to increased salaries and wages,
inereased costs of commodities, drugs, and equip-
ment. The Commonwealth contribution has been
increased from six shillings to eight shillings
per day, but still does not bear the same relation
to the total cost per day as it did in the vears
on which the rate was computed,

Buildings—The Burnie Public Hospital and

Nurses” Home are now nearing completion, and
it is anticipated these will be opened in the latter
part of 1049, Additions to the Nurses' Home
at the Queen Victoria Hospital are well advanced,
and a commencement has been made on the
Nurses' Home for the Maternity Section of the
Spencer Hospital, Wynyard., Alterations, reno-
vations, and repairs have been carried out at a
number of hospitals, but work in many instances
has not progressed as readily as anticipated,
owing to shortage of materials and labour,
_ Accommodation for medical staff and nurses
is urgently required at the major base hospitals,
whilst there is a most urgent need for extensive
out-patient buildings at both Hobart and Laun-
ceston,

Plans have been prepared for a new out-
patients’ department at the Royal Hobart and
also for medical officers’ quarters at Launceston,
Tenders will shurtli be called for a new nurses'
home at Devon Public Hospital and also for a
complete new hospital. No tenders were received
for the erection of new hospitals at Smithton
and QOatlands.
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Privale Hoapifals.

TasLE L.

Return showing Number of Private Hospital Licences Issued, and Private Hospitals Exzempted
from Applying for a Licence, during the Years 1947 and 1948,

Licexcrs |sspRD Hosrrrars ExkMrTeD
Mafiial, Medical aiml = . 4 Meslienl, Medioal anal e
Surgical | Surgieal | Lyl Total Surgical | Surieal | A0 Total
& Lying-in only ¥ % Lying-in only ¥
1947, | 1948 | 1047 19iE | 1oa7 ) imais | 1eer ) 1eas | ioun.| 1sda | 1oa7 | 1o | nmaT. | 0de. | 1047 1948
11T e G i 1 1 2 (-l 1 i A ey 2 a
Launeoston | o | oo | e | e U | B Bl R W e
COauey ...... 7 B in 7 177 | e | k] s i i 1 1 1
[ e S T T T ST T TR T N T e e e .
TABLE M.
Amounts Paid to Approved Private Hospitals from the Commenwealth Private
Hogpital Benefits Trost  Aceownt, for Red-days of Qualified In-potients.
{The rate was Bs. daily wntidl 31st October, 1948, and wos tnereesed fo 8s,
daily from 1st November, 1948.)
AT 1948
Prer I [ (—
o Hoapital,
Bewd Sy Average  Baily Ne. Msrepari.  Paid, Bd-diri. Aversge  Dlily M Jrsurd. Pald,
o [a-patipatr. of [n-panieats
£
T 1 36,525 100 10,957 41,437 11321 12,760
2 1,131 209 338 B08 221 256
4 429 1-17 129 264 1 114
B 6,260 17-42 1,908 bA57 16 1821
g 19,3?3 Egd Eggq 19,5680 B3-77 6172 X
: 31247
] 2,815 771 245 1922 525 BOE
a 5048 1353 1515 4,788 1308 1,504
10 266 72 &0 20 - 13
11 1573 4-B6 a2 1423 388 450
12 238 -&6 71 254 -0 &0
13 298 “81 B 168 -45 BT
14 56 -12 17 3% i) 11
1o 2855 T8 58 208 824 29 | To 3048
i A
18 97 26 20 B2 16 20 ot
19 248 -617 74 233 53 71
21 3.263 803 a7 2,041 83 056
23 414 | 1-13 124 445 1-21 144
Bl et o St al] e
: ; 7 232 To 30048
26 2402 52 748 2148 5B &7
27 464 256 139 * To 50647
o5 1,280 A6 AR 1,015 382 205
20 11,738 3215 3621 11.027 2012 3476
L 108,183 30012 £32.755 107,194 299-50 |  £33.74

BusH NURSING.

Owing to the great demand for double and
triple eortificated nurses, and the number of posi-
tions available for them in large centres with
all amenities, short working hours, and overtime
and penalty rates, great difficulty has been ex-
perienced in maintaining a full staff for all the
bush nursing centres, and also in expanding to
other distriets where the service is required and
has been requested. The bush nurse often leads
an isolated existence in a remote area. iz liable
to be called on at any hour and any day, is situ-
ated far from amenities and often congenial com-
panionship. That suech serviees continue is a
high tribute to the character of these nurses, and
their love of the work and their service to
humanity.

The service still continues to render nursing
aid in districts where it is greatly needed and
greatly appreciated. During the year, a new
hospital centre was built and equipped at St
Helens, and has already proved a great boon to
that district.

Staff difficulties were overcome to a certain
extent by the formation of an Emergency Nursing
SBervice, whereby nurses were engaped for serviee
of short periods at one centre, and then moved
to another. These were mostly mainland nurses,

Cape Barren Island, Southport, and Triabunna
hospital centres were closed for portion of the
yvear, owing to inability to obtain staff. [In-
patients could not be admitted for Hnrt:iun of the
vear at an centre, and for all the year at
Oatlands for the same reason, but the service of

.
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visits to nurses and visits to patients was still
maintained. All hospital centres admitting in-

tients, except the smaller ones at Alonnah and
Eurrawah. are now staffed with two trained
nurses, in addition to domestic help. At one
large non-hospital centre (mining district) there
are also two trained nurses.

In addition to their attention to the sick,
sisters in bush nursing centres also carry out
child welfare work, school medical inspection
work, and instruetion in mothercraft, first-aid
and home nursing at some schools,

A building has been purchased at Oatlands,
and renovations are now being carried out so
that this eentre may be open to receive in-
patients. Plans have also been drawn for the
erection of a bush nursing centre at Gladstone,
which will function early next year. Alterations
and additions have been made to the Whitemark
centre, Flinders Island, in addition to minor
repairs and renovations at other centres.

Great sup has been given to centres by
both divisions of the Bush Nursing Association,
Local Auxiliaries, and local branches of the
Country Women's Association, by gifts such as
wireless sets, surgery and ward equipment, elec-
tric domestic equipment, sewing machines, cur-
tains and nursery furnitore.

Residences have been provided by local bush
nursing committees in seven centres; the remain-
ing seventeen are owned by the Public Health
Department.

The cost of this State-wide service for the year
was £13,834 12s. 9d., of which the Northern Divi-
sion of the Bush Nursing Association contributed
£270, the Southern Division £405, and Local Com-
mittees £1338, making a total of £2013; the
amount eontributed by the Department being
£11,821 12s. 9d. :

Practically all centres are now conneeted with
the hvdro-electric power system, which has
greatly improved both the living and working
conditions of the nurses, and added conziderably
to the comfort of the patients,

‘TABLE N.

Summary of Work Performed in Bush Nursing Centres during the Year 1948, together awith
Comparative Figurez for the Years 1944 fo 1947,

Hoapital

Chil4

Hegiginad Vi W L Blabarmit
Caritre, ;‘-ﬁ l.":!llt.rl\-u 1.“.':':": tn-g:qt:ﬂt -l ¥ F‘ITHT!.I‘.“ ﬁ::.u“ ﬁm M ilruge Fees Eamed
£ 8 d
2 5RO 188 311 b 43 110 13 4,268 i B 4
£ GBS 300 4 4 | 186 a 1,025 78 7 8
4 bBB it 49 3 44 B4 2 53 :
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* Closed temporarily Aug.-Sept.
T Closed to in-pationts,

Closed December,

$ Opened 8.11.48. Assisted doctor generally whilst awaiting hespital equipment.

£ Open April, May and June only

1 Closed to in-patients part of year, whilst no resident doctor,

I| Closed temporarily from 22,548,
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GOVERNMENT MEDICAL SERVICE.

The Government Medical Service continues to
render wvery valuable assistance, mainly in
sparsely populated districts. The actual number
of patients attended to is slightly lower this
vear, owing to the inability to maintain perman-
ent staff at some centres, This iz due to no per-
manent residences being available for a doctor in
some distriets. The poliey now is for the Depart-
ment to erect or purchase a snitable residence in
the district, and to supply bazic heavy furniture.
Residences owned by the Department are now
available and are occupied at King Island,
Flinders Island, Penguin, 3t. Helens, Swansea,
Tasman, Cygnet, Dover, New Norfolk, Hamilton,

and rented quarters at Scottsdale, Derby and

Sorell, but residences are still nired at
dale (2) and New Norfolk (1). Fingal and
Richmond are alse enguiring for Government

Medical Services, which, if granted, cannot be
eommenced until a residence is provided.

The equipment of all doctors has been
improved, and practically all have at their dis-
pozal X-ray 1.=.ﬂl|§l minor laboratory eguipment.

Post-graduate facilitiee have been granted to
two officers, and this will be continued yearly,
provided staff is available. Close linison is main-
tained by the Government Medical Officers with
Eie Buzsh Nursing Service and the Public hospi-

8.
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REPORT OF NURSES' REGISTRATION BOARD FOR
THE YEAR ENDED 2istr DECEMBER, 1948,

During the year five ordinary meetings were held, the
plmnnﬁ of the Board being as follows:—
Dr. B. M. Carruthers, Chairman.
Dr. T. C. Butler,
Dr. C. Craig, Superintendent Launceston General

Hoapital,

Dr. P. Iﬂraithwail:e, Superintendent I Hobart
Hospital till May, 1948, then Dr, J. C, Laver
{from July meeting).

Miss J. 0. Brown,

Miss C. I. Bkirving.

Miss B. L. Campbell, till August, when shs was

leave to do a post-gradoste course in
land, Miss L. M. Zwar was appointed during
Miss Campbell’s absence {from November mect-

ing).
Legisiation.
Aet.—An smendment to the Nurses’ stration Act
was passed, changing the term * Mental " to ** Psychintric."
Regulations.—Amendments were passed, as follows:—

1. Increasing the post-graduate pavehiateic eourse
to two years, and revizing the course and cur-
riculom (Government Notice No, 24),

2, Providing a tuberculosis badge (Government Notice

No. 224),

3, Amending the regulations for midwives after a
review of same by & sub-committee of obatetricians
and matrons of training schools (Government
Motiee No. 384).

Traming Schools,

During this od Millbrook Rise was given ikion
Az & pﬂ:hiatr;[.ritﬂinih: school, provided that at least
Frﬁ:.m of the training period is spent at Lachlan

r

Number of registerod training schools—

General, 9.

Mi =B

P trie, 2.

Child Welfare, 2.

Tubereulosis, 1.

Tramees,
1. Applications for training—
g General, 130,

Midwifery, 96,
Child Welfare, 38.

2 Commenced troining—

#
Psychintrie, 25,
Child Welfare, 41.
Com training—
oneral, 61,
Midwifery, o,
Paychintrie, 4.
Child Welfare, 36,

4. Resi before completion of training -
9

aneral,
Midwifery, 14.
chiatrie, 11.
Child Welfare, nil,

5. Total number in training, 31.12.48
General, 280,
Midwifery, 69,
chiatriz, 37.
Child Welfare, 1%
Exambatioig.
1. Eduecational examination for intending trainees—
Number held, 4.
Mumber of candidates, 16,
Results—T passzed; 9 failed,
2. F fatration of nurses—
wﬁfutmhﬂ held, 3.
Number of eandidates—
ne
Midwifery, T4.
Paychintrie, 4.
Child Welfare, 39
Rewults
General
Peychiatric ... ...
Child Welfare

=

(d11)—

Pasied, Failed,

67
T4

4
49
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Registrotion of Nurses,
Applications approved (469}, as follows:—

General, 260,
Midwifery, 140,
Payehintrie, 4.
Child Welfare, 47.
Tuberenlosis,

Registrations renewed (960), as follows:;—

General, 611,
Midwifery, 200,
Paychiatrie, 30,
Child Welfare, 18,
Tubereulosis, 7.
Total number of registrations in State ot
(1728}, as follows:—

General, 1122,
Midwifery, G0S.
Psychiatrie, 4.
Child Welfare, 45,
Tuberculosis, 9.

WNomber of persons registered at 311248 (1228), as
follows :—

General eertificate only, 649,

Midwifery cortifieate only, 64,

Ps{:'hiﬂric certificnte only, 34,

Tuberenlosia certifieate only, 8.

General and Midwifery, 418,

General, Midwifery, and Child Welfare, 27.
General and Child Welfare, 18,

General and Payehiatrie, 9.

General and Tuberculosis, 1.

81.12.48

Reciprocity,
During the vear reciprocal agreements for vegistration
were entered into as I’ur!uws:_
With the United Kingdom in respect of psychiatric

nurses.
With Western Australia in rvespeet of tubereulosis
NUTsEs,
With South Australiz in respect of child welfare
nUrses,

Attempts wers made to obtain reciprocity with ali
Australinn States and New Zealand in respect of child
welfure nurses, but South Australia is the only State t=
agree to unconditional reciprocal registration.

Western Australia has agreed in principle but there is
no child welfare training being done there at present
although there is provision in their Act for same.

(Feneral,

Up till this wyear, the Nurses’ istration Hoard has
convened an annual Conference of Matrons of Training
Schools. During 19048 the Tasmanian Hospital Matrons'
Association was formed. In future, this ¥ will conduct
its own meetings.

Plans were drawn up for the innuguration of the Tas-
manian  Auxilinry Hurﬂng Service which will give a
12 months' practical training te girls of 156 years and
over. At the end of thiz training, if successful at an
oral examination, these girls will eligible to 1
members of the Toasmanian Auxilinry Nursing Service,
and be registored as such. If after completion of this
period they wish to continue with their tramning, arrange-
ments are to be made for them to continue as second-yenr
tratnees. Legislation for this wans not pasaed during the
yenr under review, but the curriculum has been 'nllunned
in readiness as it iz expected that the Bill will be
prezented to Parliament in the near future,

As mentioned above, all the midwifery regulations and
curriculum were reviewed and a num of amendments
made. The curriculum for all cther nursing subjects is
under review and at an enrly date a number of amend-
ments will be requested,

Further representations have been made on a number of

oeenstonz to the Minister for Immigration to bring nurses
from among the displaced persons of Eum{e .lt.an“i
@ Act ani

in, and plans are under woy to amend €
mllgtinm tgl provide for a period of training and an oral
examination prior to registration.

B. M. CARRUTHERS, Chairman.
P. A. DRISCOLL, Secretary.



(No. 48.)
24
Areenpix IV,

REFORT OF ST. JOHN'S PARK FOR THE YEAR
ENDED d0rn JUNE, 1940

Statistics.

Number resident, 30648 . ... ... .. 354

Admissions during the year . 270

Total 524

Leas—

Dischar i T 181
Died E"‘;"' i T6

T

Patients resident, 30649 . ... .. .. 367

Admitsatans,

Admissions totalled 270 (177 males and 93 females).
These figures show an increase over these for the previeus
ysu—l wﬁl:ien 228 perzoma (165 males and 63 females) were
acmitted,

Ihigeharges.

There were 181 discharges (128 males and 53 females).
These figures show an ineresse over those for 1947-4%
when 154 (114 males and 46 females) were discharged.

Mortality,

The number of denths was T8 (47 males and 29 females)
The average age of the people who died in the Institution
was T6-60 years.

Daily Average,

The daily average number of inmates was 363-44 (2106-G1
males and 136-83 femples), compared with 345-32 (2134032
males and 132-30 females) for the previous year,

1949,

Revenua,
The revenue ‘received from all sources amounted to
£42 530 17s. 94, which was £12,903 1s. 11d. more than
that collected the previous year,

Eeponditure.

The total expenditure for the upkeep of the Institution
was £76,885 25 6., being an increase of £18.274 Bs, 4d.
m ;ﬁl ';?'ith the previons year, The net cost was

B n

Gross ard Nol Cost of Maniteiance,

There was an increase in the gross and net cost, as
shown hereunder :—
£ 8 d

Gross daily cost per inmate, 1943-49 . 0 11 1103
Gross daily cost per inmate, 194748 . 0 8 320
Net daily cost per inmate, 14849 .. .. 0 & 10-40
Met daily cost per inmate, 194748 .. ... 0 & 201
Gross weekly cost per inmate, 1948-49 . 4 3 581
Gross weekly cost per inmate, 1947-48 . 3 4 1103
Net weekly cost per inmate, 19048-48 . 2 & 143
Wet weekly cost per inmate, 1847-48 .. 2 3 2407

Thanks for [Denofions.

On behalf of the inmates of 8t. Johns Park I desire to
thank all those kind persons who again =0 generously
provided gifts of money and goods for their comfort
during the year.

Dievetional.

During the year the spiritual welfare of the inmates
was given every attention by the warious demominstions,
services belng held regularly at the Institotion.

L, WOODHOUSE, Superintendant.

SECTION 1II.—REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF TUBERCULOSIS FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31st DECEMBER, 1948.

MNOTIFICATIONS.

During the year 182 new cases of Tuberculosis
were notified to the Department of Public Health,
of which 188 were pulmonary and 20 non-pul-
maonary.

With regard to the 168 cases of Pulmonary
Tuberculosis, the undermentioned particulars are
submitted :—

Age amd Sex Distribairon,

Gooup Maies. Females.  Tolal

Under 15 years 3 4 T
15 to 24 years . 12 21 33
26 to 34 wears 25 40 ah
a6 to 45 years 13 T 20
Over 46 years 43 10 bk
ad 72 168

—— | m—

Stage of Dizease on Discovery.

Minimal &7
Moderately advanced T0
Advanced 31

168

From the above figures it ean be seen that
approximately one-third of the cases were dis-
eovered in a minimal stage, which may be attri-
buted to the work of the Mass X-ray Unit and
a greater community awareness of the tuber-

culosis problem. This has definitely resulted in
a larger proportion of minimal or early cases
being discovered.

Mode af hseovery.

By private physicians .
By clinicz (as contacts)
By public hospitals . .
By masa X-ray surveys .

|5 c2zs

The mass X-ray was responsible for the dis-
covery of 44 of the cases, and at least 18 were
dizcovered by the chest elinics as a result of being
examined because they were contacts of known
cases. It is alzo noted that 56 of the 168 notified
had positive sputum. An endeavour has been
made to cheek on the sputum examination, and
attention is being given to relative values of
direct smear, concentration and culture methods,
and of gastric lavage,

Contacts,

In connection with the 168 notified cases, 674
house contacts were listed, to be the responsi-
Lility of the chest clinics. The fact that Tuber-
culosis is largely a family disease still impresses,
This is substantiated by the fact that 48 cases
i.ve]-e known to have a family history of Tubercu-
0318,
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Predominant Symptom on Discovery,
Loaa of weight ... ... .. 2l 34
Cough with sputum i &2
Haemo t_-.rm 25
Iﬂﬂmtuda (tiredness) 16
Night sweats . s el 8
Pleurisy or pleural effusion ... .. G
Pneumonia  or Emu-:ho-pne.-u-

monia .. r ]
Sore chest or pain in chest 9
Dehility TRy S0 il 3
Bhu-rhm nf breath .. .. . 2
Bronchitis ey, o
Dlahehn ........................... il
igestion ... .. . 1
Ima of appetite 1
Hupky wolee . . s 1
LB LT N T S e N 1

In most caszes the predominant symptom wasz
given as a combination of two or three of the
abovementioned sympioms,

Oecupations (Generally).

Household duties ... ... ... ... ... 41
Pensioner (invalid, old age or

Farm labourer
MNursing (male and fale}
113 11T o s
Bhademt ... e s e

Shop assistant .

And one each of various uther mcupunnns
Disposal of Notified Cases.

As regards disposal of eases, it will be aeen
that all but 25 were hospitalized and of the 25,
ten were not considered as needing institutional
treatment, by reason of age, absence of danger
to others, and as having favourable home con-
ditions. All were under clinic supervision.
Another four were treated by their own physi-
cians, four refused to go to a sanatorium, and
two left the State. All of this presents a favour-
ghle picture as regards disposzal of notified cases.

Admitted Tasmanian Sanatorium 6ifi

N O =] ] -] 00 En

Admitted Perth Sanatoriom .. . 26
Admitted Repatriation Hospital 29
Admitted Vaucluse Hospital . . 5
Admt]atlted Launceston General Hos-

i b
Admitted Devon Public Hnapltal 1
Discovered as result of post mortem 11
Diagnosis revoked P |
Left State 2
Receiving private treatment. 4
Recaleitrant patients 4

Out-patients (Clinies, Rﬂmtrmtmn
Hospital and own hom na-
torium admiszion not necessary) 10

Treatment unknown .. 8

Died soon after notification

%t
168

B DEATHE.

During th-u:r year 80 persons died from pulmon-
ary tuberculosis of whom 41 were over 44 years
of age. Of six who died from tuberculosis other
pulmonary, four were over 44 vears of age.

{No. 46.)

The following statement shows the deaths from
pulmonary tuberculosiz in their respective age
group and sex :—

Giroug Males | Foomles Tatal

Under 15 years ... 1 9 3
1h to 24 years ... 3 4 L
25 to 34 yoars ., 7 0 i
35 to 44 years ... 7 2 ]
Uver 44 vears .. 32 9 41
ToTal 49 31 L1

TREATMENT.

The work of the two sanatorin reveals that
streptomycin hag been largely availed of, also
that chest surgery is being increasingly resorted
to in our mode of treatment. It is felt that chest
surgery in this State has reached a high standard,
and consultations of physician and surgeon ann‘.l
radiological members of the Divizion have become
a regular procedure.

The Commonwealth Serum Laboratories at
Hobart and Launceston have done all the bacter-
iological work for sanatoria and clinics. Their
co-operation has meant a very great service to
the Division.

Tasmanian Sanatorim.

Treatments, &e., corried out during the year
1948,

(1) Artificial pneumothorax refills . 671
(2) Pneumoperitoneal refills A86
(3) B.S.R. examinations 1005
(4) X-rays, nn::'iu-;lmg FEi P A TR B o979
(5) Thoracoplasty ; b
(6) Phrenie erush st i 46
{7) Pneamolyzis T A R 21
(B) Streptomyein cases ... ... ... a2

The occupational therapy wurk at the Tas-
manian Sanatorium has been aﬁam aplendidly
conducted by the Red Crozs workers hiz has
proved a boon in our oversight of tuberculosiz
suilerers.

Recalcitrant  Patients.—Five patients left
against medieal advice, two for domestic reasons,
and three for temperamental reasons,

Perth Sanatoriun.
DTEaatmentﬂ. de., carried out during the vear
48,

(1) Artificial pneumothorax ]
(2) Artificial pneumothorax refills 101
(2) Pneumopertoneal refills S
{4) B.5.R. examinations 05
{_E% %I-lmys: o 114

oracoplas 3 =
(7) .Phrenmruﬂh : -
(B) Pneomolysis T

Also ome Bronchogram and h\'n bronchoseo-
pies.

Recaleitrant Patients—Three patients (two
males and one female) were expelled. These
wiere mental easez; the two males being dis-
charged to their homes, and the female trans-
ferred to Lachlan Park Hospital. Ten patients
(eight males and two females) left against medi-
cal advice, two for domestic reasoms, five for
temperamental reasons, and three because they
refused further treatment. Three have sines
been re-admitted,
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SUPERVISION OF NURSES FrosM THE TUBERCU-
Losis PoiNT oF VIEW.

It is seen that, at the Royal Hobart, Launces-
ton General and Deven Public Hespitals, the
three main public hespitals, the nurses are
systematically Mantoux tested and X-rayed. At
the Royal Hobart Hospital 22 members of the
staff changed from negative to positive Mantoux,
and at the Launceston General Hospital three of
14 trained staff, whose Mantoux changed from
negative to positive, developed radiological les-
ions, also one whose Mantoux had become posi-
tive in the previous year. B.C.G. vaccination has
been instituted on a voluntary basis for nursing
staffs at the public hospitals,

Royal Hobart Hospital.

During the year 1948, 22 members of the
staff changed from negative to positive. Of
these—

T were trainees in their first year (1 with
erythema) :

6 were trainees in their second vear (2 with
erythema) :

& were traineeg in their third year:

1 was a trainee in her fourth year:

4 were trained staff.

All members of the staff, trained and un-
trained, who are Mantoux negative, are subjected
to three-monthly tests of 1-10,000. If these are
doubtful, or negative, all are repeated one week
later with 1-1000. If there iz no loss of weight,
no eough, and no malaize or indisposition, they
are X-rayed six-monthly.

As in the past, trainees who have commenced
with positive Mantoux, and those who have
changed, have been X-rayed and B.E.R. taken
three-monthly, any umnsatisfactory omes being
done each month.

In General Wardze—50 new probationers com-
meneed during 1948; eight gave initial positive
reactions, seven changed to positive, seven were
vaccinated with B.C.G. (one not taking, two not
followed up). During the vear 11 of the remain-
der of the 50, and two of the initial positive ones,
diseontinued their training.)

In Obstetric Wards—23 new trainees com-
menced during 1948; 1T gave initial positive
reactions, and those who were negative remained
a0,

Trained Staff—36 commenced during 1948; 22
gave initial positive reactions, two changed to
pasitive,

B.C.G.—The total number given was 20, and
of these one trainee and one trained nurse failed
to give the desired reaction, Also, out of this
group, one trainee had to be given instant dis-

missal and one absconded before results could be
ohtained.

 Nursing Alds—25 commenced during 1948;
nine gave initial positive reactions, one changed
to positive,

Launeesion General Hospital,

Mantoux Testing,

Imitial positive tests—

(a) Trained staff ..

(B} Trainees i ey

(c) Nurse assistants
(i) Medical orderlies

= 0D =] &

Changes from negative to positive—

() Trained steff .. . .. oddl.e S5 G
(h) Trainees .
() Nurse assistants
() Medical orderlies

Of those trainees whose Mantoux changed—

Six were in their first year of training:
Six were in thelr second year of training:
Two were in their third year of training.
Of these, a high proportion dev symp-
toms, vig. three developed pain in the three
developed erythema nodosum, whilst several
;u]:llfqi-ed from vague symptoms and were mildly
ebrile.
Three of the 14 trainees developed radiological
lesiong, and so did one trainee whose Mantoux
became positive in 1947.

Devon Public Hoapital, Latrobe,

Seven nurses changed from negative io posi-
tive, In no ease did X-ray of the lungs reveal
signs of tuberculosis.

CHEST CLINICS.

The very great value of the Chest Clinies is
demonstrated, not only in zeeking out and exam-
ining the family and business contacts of the
ified caszes, but alzo as the best method for

1

............. =

notifi
dealing with suspicious X-rays discovered in the
Mass X-ray Surveys. The clinics provide the
surest follow up of these cases; we have had
ample evidence of this.

Pleurisy with effusion cases are still observ
for a period of at least two years by the clinica
after discharge from hospitals.

TABLE P.

Parvticulars of Waork Performed by Chest Clinies
during the Year 1948,

Erauinabions.

Perople referred to Chest Clinies
from Mazs X-ray for further in-
wesdpalion S i e

Prople referred to Chest Clinies by
doctors  because suspicions
symploms ..

Contacts of known cases examined
for first time Bt i LY

People examined at Chost Clinics
and mdmitted to Sanatorium B2

Cazes of Tuberculosis dizscovered in
contacts examined . ) 11

Cozes still under observation for
Tuberculosis amongst contacts

Sanatorium  cases  transferred to
Clinies for specinl trentment 13 37

Re-cxaminntions.

224 B4

- &

Cases and obsorvation cases 1,626 1,012
Contacts 1,320 651
Treatmentz and Tovestipalions.

Artificial preumothorax refills . am 314
X-ray expmination (film=) . . G20 1,257
Xty oxaminations (=ereenings) 147 170
Ginstric lavames s 17 a1

8.R. pxaminations 498 L]
Sputum examinations 496 an

ﬂli*-ﬂﬂlﬁﬂ'l‘ll‘ Deparvtuent, Davon Publie Hozpital, Latrobe,
Artificial pneumothorax refills—184.

Mass X-Ray EXAMINATIONS.

The mass X-ray campaign discovered during
the yvear 44 cases not previously known to he
suffering from tuberculosis, of whom 21 were
minimal or early cases, 22 were moderately ad-
vanced and one advanced. Thirtv-one alzo were
placed under observation: to he periodically
X-rayed and examined. Some:-of these will no



1949,
27

doubt be found to be sufferers and needing insti-
tutional treatment. Our greatest want in this
reqm'd is still a Clinic with Sister and Tubercu-
Officer for the North-West Coast district.
Thia I consider the most pressing need for our
Division in Tasmania. During the ear 36,616
persons availed themselves of the Mass X-ray,
of whom 18,408 had not been ipreuiuusly X-rayed,
Since the inauguration of the Mass X-ray
Scheme in 1945, 76,500 have been X-rayed to the
end of 1948, Included in this 76,500 would be
a number under 14 years, so that one may say
that at least 73,000 over 14 years have submitted
themselves. As the population of Tasmania is
E-H,E‘i'&, of whom approximately 170,000 would
Uﬁ“a‘ this means that, of 170,000 citi-

m 13, have been Kmed

Hobart Dnit.

The total number of persons who presented
during the year for X-ray on the

miniature films in the Hobart Survey was 13,221,
of whom 5115 were persons who had never been
X-rayed under the Mass X- ra;r Survey previously.
The remainder, namely 8108, were persons who
had previously submitted themselves for X-ray.

TABLE ©).

Eeturn showing Reswlts of Large X-rvay Film
Ezraminalion of Persons Becalled, with Kesults
from previous Twelve Months—Hobart Survey.

154T.
Persons passed on large film (no abnor-

1948.

mality red 1 201
Persons with nun-mhreuhus conditions
ﬂm;m iblcth Ry . g T (]
ns
wmm prmrmu ¥ mgnmed
I:[mlbd. ] 4
Persons with tuberculous lesions vequir-
hﬁm nction—
caled primary tuberculosia . ... 286 12
Healed secondary tuberculosiz ... 1 5
Persons with newly discovered * Signi-
E-.:.m1 “mlub-rmlnun lesfons  (see
¥ = ) —
HNotified for treatment ., 5 27
Notified for observation 8 4
Total .. . .. BT 418
TARLE R.

Ketwrn showing Non-Tubereulous Conditions in
Mass X-ray—Hobarl Survey.

Conditisn, Mo, of Cades

T e Sl T
Atypical pneumonin ... ... .. ... .. Z
newrmonin iy

B
Bronem
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Basal fribrosis :
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Mobile Unit.

The total number of persons who presented
themselves during the year for X-ray on the
miniature films in the Mobile Survey was 28,295,
of which 13,203 were ﬁr&unﬁ who had never
been X-rayed under the Mass X-ray Survey pre-
viously. he remainder, namely 10,002, were
persons who had previously submitted themselves
on the first visit of the Mohile X-ray Unit to their
respective municipalities.

TABLE T,
Return showing Results of Large X-ray Film

Eramination of Persons Reealled, together

with Resultzs from previows Twelve Months—
Maobile [nit Survey.

p od I al : 114 7. 1948,
erzons passed on large film (no
abnormality discovered) 274 70
Persons with non-tuberculous condi-
tions (see Table 1) 149 113
Persons with previcusly dingnosed
tuberculosiz—
Mot healed . - | 2
Healed T T
Persons with tubereulous lesions
réquiting ne action—
Healed primary tuberculosiz 36 37
Healed secondary tuberenlosis 13 16
Persons with  newly  discoversd
“Rignificant ™ tuberculous
lesions (see Table V.)—
Motified for treatment a2 17
Motified for shservation 31 a7
Tatal B33 5ED
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TasLE TU.

Return showing Neon-tuberewlows Conditions in
Mazs X-ray—Mobile Unit Survey.

Canditien, Mo, of Cxn.
Broncho-pneumonia .. ... .. .. .. &
Basal FErosls oo gl i &
Bronchlectasis ... ... .o e e oo 4
Bronchitis 13
T T T T e 5
Conzolidation of unknown origin .. = 4
Cyst of lung e R 1
nlarged thyroid | 2
Fibrosizs of lung 19
Dextrocardia 1
Hydatid iR 1
Pleural effusion 2
Malignant of lung 2
Rib abnormality T
Beolioals 13
Silicosis 3 11
Thickened plenra 18
Tatal 113
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Haospital Surveys.

Launceston General Hospital.—Means of pro-
viding & miniature X-ray of all in-patients at
this hospital have been available for the past
two years, Certain difficulties have been encoun-
tered, which should be a guide in our future work
in this regard. One difficulty at present is that
many patients are admitted at night when the

1849,

X-ray staff is off duty. This and other difficulties
it is hoped to overcome. During the year 1948,
1208 miniature X-rays were taken, of which 352
showed abnormalities, and tuberculosis was
revealed in 16.

Lacklan Park Hospital —The first survey in
1947 showed that there were five patients with
tuberculous lesions. In ome case the disease
was contracted before admission, and was prob-
ably inactive. Another case was probably in-
active. Two cases, in which it was active, both
died, ome of Tuberculozis and one of another
dizeasze,

The second survey in 1949 showed two active,
contracted before admiszion; one active, econ-
tracted whilst there; one active in 1947, in which
it had been arrested.

In both sorveys the number of patients not
done was so small as to be negligible, Between
the two surveys one patient developed a rapidly
spreading infection and died.

All members of the staff are X-rayed on com-
mencing duty, and practically all are done whilst
the Unit is operating at the hospital, and over a
number of vears there haz been only one active
case, which oceurred after returning from leave
for military duties.

(GENERAL.

The scheme for using part of Vaueluse Hospi-
tal as & Thoracic Surgery Unit has not yet event-
uated, owing to lack of trained Sisters for this
work. As iz shown, this work haz been per-
formed at the Royal Hobart Hospital. However
the operating theatre was completed and it is
hoped soon to have this in operation. The plan
on which we decided, namely to have all major
chest Surgery done at Hobart, has worked
suceessfully, cazes being easily transferred there
for that purpose.

Meantime, beds at Vaocluse have been used
to accommodate a number of notified cases, and
one thanks sincerely the Superintendent of the
Roval Hobart Hospital for hiz splendid co-opera-
tion here. This has worked excellently, parti-
cularly with regard to cazes who were thus able
to have an initial period of bed rest before com-
mencing active treatment at the Sanatorium,

The success of Perth as a Sanatorium has been
most gratifying, and we have not found the
diztance from Launceston a detriment. The link
up of the Perth Sanatorium and the Launceston
Clinie under the one Medical Officer (Dr. Sib-
thorpe) has worked suecessfully, '

It will be seen that during the year beds were

) available as follows:—

Hobart Sanatorinm ; 100

Repatriation Tuberculosizs Hos-

pital (which caters for re-

turned men from the whole
State) ... i bl
Perth Sanatorium a6
After-care Home 15
Vauecluse Hospital 12
212

We have been able in the State to use all these
beds, and in addition at least six at the Royal
Hobart Hoespital and four at the Launceston
General Hospital,
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In Tasmania one iz able to record complete
co-operation between the State Division of Tuber-
culosis and the Repatriation Department. Dur-
ing the year there was an average of 50 patients
in residence at the Repatriation Tuberculosis
Hospital. A considerable number of these were
discovered in the State Mass X-ray Survey. This
can bhe attributed to the fact that such a large
proportion of the young male adults of the State
were in the armed forces, and that all such are
entitled to Repatriation Hospital treatment.

Allowing for an average annual death rate of
00, it can be seen that we have had available beds
in ratio of almost more than 25 per annual

deaths.

During the year our booklet * What You
Should ?‘J\D‘W About Tuberculosiz" has been
handed to every person who has had an X-ray;
we are thus very cloze to accomplishing our aim to
have one in every household in Tasmania. Also,
weekly hroadeasts on tuberculosiz have heen
given from every commercial radio station.

Az a member of the Tuberculosiz Committes of
the National Health and Medical Research
Couneil, I attended the meeting in Melbourne,
Our endeavour in the State iz to work in aceord-
ance with the resolutions of that Committee,

An estimate of the incidence of tuberculosis in
this State is furnished below :—

An endeavour has been made to ascertain the
exact position of all cases notified during the
past ten years and still living, This is important,
particularly with regard to contacts of all such
cases. Such cases totalled 794, of these 340 are
considered arrested and apparently eured and not
now g danger to their contacts,

This leaves 454 cases to consider. Of these,
162 are considered quiescent, i.e. in the first stage
of arrest or healing. Their sputum has become

negative, there are no constitutional signs or
symptoms of tuberculosis, the X-ray shows satis-
factory fibrosis or scarring, and B.5.R. is normal,

Such cazes are still under observation and
advice, with the expectation that, if they remain
in thiz =o-called quiescent state for two years,
they can then be termed arrested.

This then leaves 292 caszes, 234 active and 58
undetermined. These 68 cases are being investi-
gated. It is considered a proportion of them are
quiescent or arrested.

TUBERCULOSIS ALLOWANCES.

Payment to sufferers, in accordance with the
geale laid down by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, eontinued to be made throughout the year;
the rate of allowance being 25z per week, plus
Hs. for each child under the age of 16 years;
single persons continued to receive 10s, per week
whilst awaiting admission to sanatoria, or after
diseharge whilst under medical supervision of
either the Chest Clinic or their private medical
practitioner.

STAFF.

I wish to record appreciation of the work of
Sanatorium Medical Officers, Dre. J. H. R. Tre-
mayne and Dr. G. E. Sibthorpe, and of the work
;I::I.ryietl out by our Chest Surgeon, Dr. J. B, G.

uir.

I would also like to express appreciation of the
support and co-operation of an members of the
gtalf at the Tuberculoziz Division, Chest Clinics,
and both Sanatoria, all of whom have assisted
in our programme.

T. H. GODDARD, M.E.,

Director of Tuberculosis,

————

SECTION IV.—REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF MENTAL HYGIENE FOR THE YEAR ENDED
dlsT DECEMEER, 1948,

During the year steady g‘mgrﬁax in mental
hygiene has been maintained, but there still exists
a wide scope for further progress, both on the
preventive side of flsychiutry on the one hand,
and in institutional care on the other. It is
essential that the headquarters of the Division of
Mental Hygiene be suitably housed in order to
provide adequate clinical facilities and to allow
its officers to work effectively as a team. Ever
since the creation of the Division two and a half
years ago, work has been carried on In tempor-
ary, unsatisfactory and seattered quarters, It is
anticipated that early in the new year some six
rooms in Waterloo Houge will be made available
for both clinical and administrative purposes,
This should undoubtedly make for greater
efficiency.

Ags anticipated in our last year’s report, pay-
chiatric servicez have come increasingly into
demand at all major general hospitals, More
and more ecases are being referred to the
psvchiatrist by other practitioners, who now
recognise that many cases of illness are paycho-
logically determined. Although there are, unfor-
tunately, no accurate statistics to bear it out, it

is felt that in recent years the incidence of
neurosis has become considerably greater than
it was a generation ago. Some of the {actors
responsible are the decline of religion in the com-
munity, the decrease in moral values, the general
fealing of insecurity, the lack of normal home
life (particularly in the case of vounger people),
and a decrease in the incentive to work azsocinted
with an unfortunate increase in * Pension con-
aciousness.™

Early in 1949 it is proposed to increase the
number of sessions for psyehiatrie elinies at the
Royal Hobart Hospital to eight, six of which will
be conducted by Departmental officers of the
Division of Mental Hygiene

In order to give a more balanced distribution
of mental hygiene facilities in the State, it is
atrongly recommeneded that an assistant psychi-
atrist be appointed to Launcezton to conduct
therapeutic elinies at the Launceston General
Hospital and dingnostic clinies at the Devon and
Spencer Public Hospitals, At the present time,
this work is earrvied out by the Director, who,
because of other duties, is quite unable to devote
sufficient time to this important work.
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Summary of Patienis Seen by Dircetor of Mental Hygieno
during the Year 1945,

Db i Patieat,
Roval Hobart Hospital Tl 1,183
Launceston General Hospital 35 401
Devon Public Hospita Y 11 153
Spencer Public Hospital | 11 114
Fublic Health lh,nlrhm:nt and
others ... .. . e 5O
2462
The Psychologist has attended the Royal

Hobart Hoapital we«ekly and the Launceston Gen-
eral Hospital monthl and vizited Lachlan Park
Hospital twiee mon

Bummary of Paltonts ‘?um by Peychologist duriag the

Year 134E.
Cpmire. =" Palitrii.
Fublic Health Department anl]

Royal Hobart Hospital : | 284
Launceston ; — 58
Launceston l;--.-m:ml Hospital 17 T7
Devon Hoapital 4 14
Spenecr I-Em;pitnl pEAE oD 8 7
Others 15 47

Atk

Towards the end of the vear, a psychiatric
sorial worker was appointed. The need for such
an officer had been realised for some time, Asn
result of this appointment, better follow-up of
cases, and asocial investigation and management,
will be possible. The duties of this officer will be
linked with the work at hospital clinies, Lachlan
Park, Millbrook Rise, and the Mental Deficiency
Board.

Inebriates for a long time have presemted a
very difficult problem with regard to disposal and
treatment. It iz undesirable for them to he
treated for long periods at general hospitals or
Millbrook Rize Psvchopathic Home, Those cases
admitted to Lachlan Park as voluntary boarders
nanally demand their discharge within a few
davs, with the result that they inevitably return
to their aleoholic habits. It iz now proposed to
proclaim Lachlan Park as a Home for Inehriates,
under the provizions of the Inebriate Hospitals
Act, whereby inebriates will be detained for a
period of three months, on the order of a magiz-
trate.

Unfortunately, so far no visible move has been
made to pive effect to the proposed erection of a
new mentsl hospital. The unsatisfactory condi-
tions at Lachlan Park are giving rise to increas-
ing concern. In these enlightened times, there
iz little or no justification for allowing this state
of affairs to continue indefinitely. Meanwhile,
the staff of that institution is rendering splendid
public service in =pite of the additional problem
of staff shortages which, incidentally, has been
further aggravated by the introduction of the
A0-hour week.

All current modern methods of treatment have
been earried out with considerable skill and
%ﬂ'lﬁicl]f_‘l-'. both at Lachlan Park and Millbrook

ise,

Shortage of staff has been résponsible for the

restrictions of admissions to Millbrook Rise, prac-
tically throughout the vear.

The erection of the Medical Officer’s residence
in close proximity to Millbrook was completed
towards the end of 1948,

CHARLES R. D. BROTHERS, M.D.. MR ACP,
Director of Mental Hygiene,
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APPENDIX V.

REPORT OF THE CHAIEMAN, MENTAL
DEFICIENCY BOARD, FOR THE E‘mn ENDED
3157 DECEMBER,

The nomber of defectives coming und-ur the care md
cuntrol uf the Mental Deficiency Board econtinues
incrense 151mrahhln£lﬂﬂhmn:ﬂplu-l:tﬂl?l
end of tfre enr. Accommodation at the Government Insti-
tution for Defectives at New Morfolk has been increased,
?m]hm male :lﬂl.lﬂunts can now be housed there. There
8, however, & & desperate shortage of accommodation,
and even the additional accommodation so given is not
mdegquate for present circumstances,

No further steps have been taken this ,'!I.'I' hrlnrﬁ

the provision of any institution for the
na-dl.mutmn of mentally defective n!!ld'rn::a“"l!:il. nuﬂ

iprv&uh: ns gver, but apparvently at tba ressent ﬂn‘i
litt] done to satisfy i, of pro-
vision n-f n hostel for ndult defectives = o earn a

living in the community, though not in m‘l]lll‘l-t imle-
pendence, was also discussed. The Minister |I'I

]-nm:::gte that the provision of a hostel for muh

in which they could live reason

suitable employment daily, wns mnal. des H;Eht

further has been dome, Imp]emmt th _plan,

although it was given ‘Ministerial approval

SumEnEry.

For the year ended 31st December, 1948, there was
& total of IBD patients wnder the ‘.Bnnrd': mnm],.h:r
from a large nuomber known to be m v,
but not brought under active control becausse they are
already in institutions, such at St. John's P‘lti. or are
adequately cared for by :NII.H.m at home, Of |
wers mew cases taken over by the Board, or old nis
whose orders had previously la and who in
e i e e

urin r to the tal Hes a
of I.hEH hnﬁ:pﬂ on good bel ﬁ‘l Sia

Of the 180, 108 were in |Mlhutkru, 09 lwing mﬂﬂ
and 30 females, Of the remai . 10 were under super-

vision and G2 under guardianship, 35 of these mnles
and 37 females, There is still an increasing number of
patients being notified to the Board and under

in relation to those defectives brought w

Police Magistrate or Police Department, pa

rigard to male defectives, mnny of whom are nnmm itbed
for sex delingquencies, A thie lack of suitable
cmployment and the fact :.t. em are nut‘;pplwplnﬂ
to puat up with the conditions contingent u

defeetives have meant the lessening of employment ml -
able for defeetives, and an inereasing number of defestives
have, therefore, come into the community, It is not sur-
prising, therefore, that n greater number have come
notice of the Police through petty acts of crime, This
situation is forther aggravated by the lack of suitable
schooling facilitivs for the children, and the complete

lack of institutional f time the ehild
iz old enongh to o

somwe Torm of legal control. This is particulerly marked
under n:tiq 'tur

more likely to .dewlnp into a delinquent case because of
the lack of suitable training and supervision i earlier
Fears.

The only answer is the provision of adequate institutions

for appropriate training facllities for defectives from
early years up to senility,

CHARLES R, D. BROTHERS, M.D.,
Chairman.

M.R.A.C.P,

ArrExmx VI

REEPORT OF THE STATE PSYCHOLOGICAL CLINIC
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3isr DECEMRBER, 1048,

During the year 1948, a total of 221 new cases, ?u.rt
from a number of old cazes, was examined by the State
FPaychological Clinie, Of these, 133 were males and 92
ﬁiﬁ:‘:m The eclnssification of these cases is shown

Vocational guidance was to 8 male
patients and 3 female, & tnl-nl nd.' iﬂ. Emotional
idance was given in the easa of 2 males and 2
emales, & total of 5. tha rema
B85 males and 22

who ware
ware found to ba

e il
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of normal or aupu'lnr intelligence. Fifty-two males
and 28 females were of inferior intelligence. Those
~who were classified as mentally defective were 24
rn.ln and 27 fommles. A further 7 males and @

wn'ra aseertained to be imbeciles.
Lrnmg um noted above, 21 were referred by
the Court, Gaol,
the mllﬂrnnt Court,

Magistratos, or Probation Ofcers, and by
The work of the Clinic was cnrried out at Hobart, Laun-
eoaton, Latrobe and Wynyard.

CHARLES R. D. BROTHERS, M.D., M.R.A.C.P.,
Director of Clinic.

ArPenpix VIL

REPORT OF LACHLAN PARK HOSPITAL FOR THE
YEAR ENDED 30t JUNE, 1949,

W closed with 662 paticnts in hospitnl and 8%
leave, an of mdmissions reveals that,
the 144 patients admitted for the first time during the

no less than 44 were cases of Senile Dementia. It
IﬂFﬂl that many of these cazes could be and should
cared for in & home for the aged and infirm rather
in a mental hospital, but the lack of other nccom-
makes their admission to this hospital inevitable.
| Many of them live only a few weeks, and in same cases
}nn‘lr a days, after admission,

An

few
other fact which

EEE’;E Y

from the Tables iz that,
if one deducts two ps of incurables, namely cases of
Benile Dementia and Congenital Mental Defieleney, who
were admitted, from the total First Admissions, one finds
that the curable remainder is only 83. As
58 pationts were elassificd as cured during the wyear, it
will be seen that mental illness oceurring before the senile
period has a very high recovery rate

The major function of this hoapital is in fact the treat-
| ment and cure or alleviation mental illness, and its
| custodial function whilst unfortunately neeessary is of
| mndl.nr Impnrh.hu.
mphasised before, the curative work of
'thlu l.l.l is ﬂ.mﬂl out under considerable difficulty
| adverse conditions due to the antigoated and

mui’mhlu wards, and to the lack of modern faeilities,
| It is therefore with great satisfaction that the writer
has, during the last year, seen plans drawn up which, if
put into effect, will give Tasmania a Mental Hospital
| meeond to none.  As it would appear that about one person
| in twelve spends somce time in a mental hospital duri
his lifetime, the importance of an adequate mental hospita
| i=s a matter which closely affects a very large percentage
| of the commumity. Unfnrr:unutr[;l.r the stipma attached
i h mental illness by ignorance and superstition tends to
| obscure its frequency. One not advertise the fact
that an uncle or a cousin has been in & mental hespital,
but nevertheless there must be comparatively few pmplg
who have not a relative or forebear who has suffered from
mental illness,

WILLIAM J. FREEMAN,
W. R. C. RYAN,

M. K. DIXON,

CHARLES R. D. BROTHERS. M.D.. M.R.A.C.P.,

M.R.A.C.P., Chairman,
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The stafl position is still far from satisfactory. Though
there are now more nurses on the staff than at any time
since the War, is n serious deficiency of trained
Peychiatric Nurses and vur:, few of the junior nurses
are training. A large Fa of junior nurses are in
employment for only a &

This large " floating population™ of incxperieneed
nurses is most onsatiafactory, and 8 due to existing
economic eonditions, in part to the fact that the remunera-
tiom, whilst mld is not high enough to outweigh the
better amenities, llmm'-.l of duty, and more attractive work
which may be obtained in industries, and in part
to the irrational sti atill associated with mental illness
and mental hospitals,

Were it not for the fact that the hospital has some 35
Evuropean immigrants on its nursing atafl, the position
wnmm critieal, Most of these women have proved to be
excellent nurses, but their limited knowledge of the English
language has haen a severs handieap in many instances.
Nevertheless, the small number of nurses training to
become qualified indicates that a very serions shortage of
trained Psychintric Murses may cccur in some years' time,

The male nurses, or attendants as they are called, are
on the othor hamd in reasomably good strength, and many
yvoung men of excellent charactor and ability have becomo
trained Paychiatrie Nurses during the past few years,

The greatly inereased work of the Secvetary’s staff has
necesgitated the creation of an office of Aszistant Secre-
tary, The appointment has lessencod the amount of over-
work required of the Scerotary, but the conditions under
which the filing has to be carried out mre poor in the
extreme, A new room for the voluminous filea s an
urgent requirement,

The Farm Profit and Los= Aceount shows a loss of
£384. Thizs is doe te the recent salary increases of farm
employecs and to the fact that much the prodoce iz sold
to the hospital at less than market value,

Valoable contributions have been made by the hospital
auxiliaries at Hobart, Launceston, and Ulverstone to the
patients’ comfort anmd welfare, The canteéen has been
staffed on Sundays by the Hobart Auxilinry and has filled
a pressing need, In fact, it iz mow plain that the cantecn
iz mot nearly large enough,

The Rod Cross Socicty continues the valuable work of
Oecupational Therapy for ex-servicemen and others. Un-
fortunately, the Female Division is without any Occupa-
tional Therapist,

The Repatriation Commission shows films to the patients
weekly, These are primarily for ex-servicemon, but
other patients are permitted to atbeml. The quality both
of the pictures shown and of the sound reproduction have
improved greatly since Commission has made itself
respongible for these entertainments. Ouwr thanks are
due to these organiaations for the benefit and enjoyment
:..ivun to the patients by their works,

femtud. are the Statistical Tables for the year cnded
Sith 194%,

J. K. V. FOXTON, Medical Superintendent.

Officinl Visitors.

TABLE 1.
Table showing Admissions, Re-Admissions, Discharges and Deaths during the Year 1948-49.

In Hospital on 30th Jano, 1948,

Aﬂmﬂwd for first time dunng 194540 .

Admitted for sreomd or more Hmes dunug lg-m.q-g
Returned from Trinl Leave during 1948-49..

Total Admitted and Returoed .

Tatal under care dur]ng muhm

Dischurged from Hospital, m-ls.w
l-'*muedad an Trinl [.mru

- Hemaining in Hnupihl on Hlt'u J1II["-| Y o s

Mubes, |Femmlos.] Total, | Muales, | Fomules)| Total,
o A0 HH | B
] 70 144
12 -] a0
H i1 4 Ha
s 112 121 a3

4132 dirie BH]
11 .3 1%
G 2 138
1 1
.1 3= [ 106 113 19
H0G BL6 G2
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TABLE T.
Table showing in Quinquennial Periods the Ages of Pﬂﬁaﬂh Admitted to and

Discharged from
the provisions of the Mental Hospitals Act, and of those that Died during the Year 1948-49,
and of these remaining in hospital on 30th June, 1949,

k Discharges from the Provisions of Act. Nitemaini
ow ﬁ
Admissions, | From Total Denths, 1June,
Trial | gp. Digchargos. 1848,
Ages. [ oorre,
7 15| ' g j -
- ¢ 354 I Y & = N =
£17 |3 gkl EEIERE RN ETEL 1Y
2| | S EEEFE (| |8 |5 |2 = ,
Under & yenrs ......... e | 0 e R 1] | B8] 38
boyra. mnd onder 100..) s | oo | or foosdiadd | R I B e BN
W, PR I i34 (SRR 3 (2] Tl L 0GR B 3 i ces Lo | oee fne e e | 7] 06 2AS
B, w 0. 2] af 6[.023 1. |9} .. {fi2|w| @
0, w 6. 4] 4| B3 140 -] 7| B (1 R T
25y w0 ] 8|17 lI' {4 2 IR s B | as - | 16| B0 | 38
%0 . wosslaz| 70020l s| %] 7~ 1] 1]2e| %] 40
3 w 40 8] 8111|285l 4| 810 | 1| 1ja7|33| 60
w o, w 450 6| 8110|128 8. 1| e| 7| 2|.| 2|28|30] 58
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o . 70 8| 97| ok 1| Aliid ooe [ 2f T} 2| 3] 5] 8] 6|10 [24] 20 i5a
| LR 0 T =8 (i) [ 1 ) O R b ] i &) 10| L0 | 34 4
™ - 0.1 al 9lae |l wir lioee || @ | 8] 7] 0] 96} S0
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TGRS rrnra] 3T a_:r_'.ﬁ__:;rﬁ 535 1)6,2 3 54 483330 72| 28 | 33 | 61 308 | 35| 662
TABLE 8.
Table showing the Causzes of Dmﬁh-a: during the Year 1948—49
e ey —. -
Causes of Doaths, Males. Females, Total.
Diseases of the Nervous System-—
{‘erebral Hemorrhage. — E] a
E.:Iulupﬂly a _— a
bocy . 2 — 2
Hununglnhl E 1 £ i
Triseases of the Cardie-V u:uhr Erﬂ-em -
Arterinaclerosis .. 2R AT e L RN et = o e e s b E 12
Corcnar tm:lnuinh * 3 1]
ll_-rmr&ul Ihgnntmhm - a a
Thisrases of the Hespiratory bfuﬂm—u
m:hp.-pm:nnnn @ 15 17
Prewmonin .. - 2 a
Pulmonary  Fibrosis. ., 1 - 1
Pulmonury Tulereabosis .. 3 - a
Disenses of the I]l ive "lplum-
GGnstric Carcimoma... S e e P e R 1 i1 ]
Dispases of the Heproductive System—
R | EEEMMIICHINER i -2 e 5 i e s .2 Ry i N R A i A A5 AR — 1 1
sﬂl.i.'l‘-r " v e s 2 4 .4
g v o R R T SR T R 28 a3 o1
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ArpENDiN VIIL

REPORT OF MILLBROOK PSYCHOPATHIC HOME
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30rm JUNE, 1849,

During the year 308 patients were admitted to the
Home for trentment, a considerable inerease over the
provious year's figure,

Conziderable diffculty has been expericnced in main-
taining an adequate staff, The Home has been without a
housekeeper for over a t, and this has placed a greater
burden upon the nursing staff, and in particalar apon
the Matron.

Facilities for the staff are mot what they should be.
The Matron has no sitting-room of her own, and there is
no provision for staff recreation, Efforts are being made
to hawve these faults rectified,

The Rehabilitation Officer has been on special leave of
abzence for 18 months, and his work has been carried on
when possible by members of the nursing staff.

1949.

During the year a_ trained intric Social Worker
was appointed to the Division of Maental and this
has reli the Red Cross Society of this work which
was previously performed by them, T I

Our thanks are due to the Red Cross Society and the

epatriation Commission, the former for their Arts and
Crafta and Social Serviee work, and the latter for pro-
viding weekly picture shows for the ex-servicemen and

ﬁurihﬁ:he year the Medical Officer’s residence was com-
pleted after a delay of many years.

The gross cost per head per day has risen by nearly
23., ¢ue to increazes in zalaries and the rising cost of

living, but th t cost head ha
I'I:Iqi:ﬁl dug w'thn: hﬁ!rp:l:'mum Mi 1

J. K. ¥, FOXTON, Modical Superintendent.

TABLE 12,

MILLEROOK PEYCHOPATHIC HOME.
Statement showing Form of Mental Dizsorder on Admission for year ended 30th June, 1949,

Diing nnsis— Mules. Females, Total.
ARxiety NOuroeis .o iane o W ] o7
|G 4] e e e e e 11 1% =
Dbgossiomm] Neurosi., ... .oiveaesamnreneen: s sorein 1 1 @
Renctive Iepression......... Rl « s L = e S e o b 11 19
ﬁehimllbtﬂuu e e e L S e T 16 4 E 1]
Manic Deprossive IDFRNEY .oovenesieecsnmmascei e L1 ¥ 13
Involutional Melancholia ..o oo o 20 £ L it
Senile Meluncholin . o veeevcneniinirrrennees 2 4 a
Ly L e e e b 4 8
birends AT 1 1
Henile Dementia ] 1 1
Epilepsy. . ociaisnnes 3 1 G
Parkinzons Dhiseses 4 4
Huntingtons Choren 1 1
Alcoholism ........... 1 1
{iross Brain Leabon ....ooocone sosansssssnerunsass smsnnnssnns 4 4
o i1y [ Bt e e L e 144 185 0
TapLE 13,
MiLLBROOK PSYCHOPATHIC HOME.
Finaneial Statement,
Yran Expep.
30645 0,840 30647 30,648 Ai.6.49
Average Daily No. of Patients ..ooniiiine 3251 az-24 2093 24-26 27-2
Grrosn COst For Yol . cuvenies consnssasss snnsanans £8.241 £8,501 L8043 L9240 £11
Foes Rooskved....occocieeeaimsaninisen s snannassans £4,580 £4,0458 £3.376 £3,044 L
Girpss Cost per Hesd per Day ..ooovveeniiiens 1[5 Bl 141154 187 - Biid 20] 10yl o318 T
Not Cost per Hend par DAy woeceevnnnvinns oo 2881 B0 G, 1203454 11173 133 1kl
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