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SaLvs Porunt SurREma LEX.

ANNUAL REPORT,

1942,

Department of Public Health,
Hobart, 29th June, 1943,

SIR,

I HAVE the honour to present the Annual Report
of the Department of Public Health for the yvear
ended 31st December, 1942. In doing so, I desire
to express appreciation of the valued contribution
made by the Senior Government Medieal Officer
(Dr. C. L. Park).

As a measure of war-time economy, this
report, apart from the usual statistical data, is
presented in very brief form.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Births.—The total births in 1942 was 5305,
representing a rate of 22:09 per thousand persons
living. - This iz the highest rate since 1930,

Death Roate.—The death rate was 10-12 per
thousand persons living, as compared with a rate
of 10:76 in the preceding year.

fufantile Mortality.—The number of deaths of
infants under one year of age was 224, This
yields an infantile mortality rate of 42-2.

Meaternal Mortality—The number of deaths
totalled 20, giving a maternal mortality rate of
37 per 1000 live births.

PuBLIC HEALTH ADMINISTRATION.

A reasonable standard of efficiency and pro-
gress has been achieved and maintained in the
administration of thizs law and the Food and
Drugs Act, which is incorporated therewith.
Local health authorities generally are faking a
keen and intelligent interest in many fields of
preventive medicine and, with the advice and
assistance of departmental officers, are encouraged
to promote the health of the people.

The Department itself is carrying out the
functions of the local health authority in no less
than fifteen municipal districts. Already the
variety and confusion of authorities concerned
in the public health in these districts has been
eliminated and the Department, through its local
health officers, is in a position to take direct action
to ascertain the true causes of diseaze and death,
more especially of epidemies increasing the rates
of mortality and the cireumstances which
originate and maintain such dizeazes and injuri-
ously affect the public health. Much impetus has
also been given to the development of local zani-
tary administration.

HosPITALS.

Publie Hospitals:.—The amount appropriated
hﬁ' Parliament for 1942-43 towards the cost of
the management and maintenance of public hos-
pitals was £106,834, compared with £90,949 dur-
ing the previous year. However, special grants
made available in the lastmentioned period to
enable various boards to meet their financial
commitments brought the actual expenditure to
£108,995. The present-day cost of food, medical
suppliez, equipment, apparatus, &c., needed for a
hospital justifies the provision of added finaneial
aid, a0 that the hospitals may function in the best
interests of the community and without embarass-
ment to those persons rezponsible for their admin-
istration and management.

The erection of new public hospitals at Laun-
ceston and Queenstown completes the provision
of a service considered adequate to meet the needs
of the people for some years to come,

Private Hospitels.—Regular and systematic
inspections have been made of these premises,
and steps taken to enforce at least reasonable
compliance with Departmental reguirements.
The problem associated with the acute shortage
of trained nurses has caused much embarassment
to those persons responsible for the conduct of
these hospitals. The Department has endeavoured
to ameliorate the position, particularly in thosa
cases where the licensee contemplated closing
down owing to the inadequacy of nursing per-
sonmnel.

Particulars regarding licences issued during
the year are appended (Table A).

TABLE A.

Return of Private Hospital Licences Tssued
During the Year 1942,

Medical, | Metical &

No. of Lying-in

Lipences |Sorgieal, & Sorgieal ‘EEE

Issued. | Lyimg-in. | Omuly, L

= 5 : e
Hobart ............ ] 1 1 | fi
Launceston ... 7 3@ i
Coontry . .......| o6 11 < | 15

— —e

11 12 | | a5

NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS IDISEASES.

There has been a reduction in the total number
of cases notified from 746 in 1941 to 639 in 1942,
Thiz affects the two diseases of child life, diph-
theria and scarlet fever.
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Diphtherio.—There has been a  significant
reduction in the number of cases notified, from
401 in 1941 to 291 in 1942, This is the lowaest
incidence of the diseaze sinee 1909-10, although
there hag been a progressive decline in the num-
ber of cases in recent years. For example, in
the five-yvear period 1927-1931, the vearly aver-
age waz G613 cases; in the period 1982-1936 it
fell to 562; and in the period 1937-1941 it was
366. The decrease has been most marked in
Launceston—3%9 cazes in 1942 as compared with
95 in 1941—and in Hobart—108 cases as eompared
with 137 in 1941. The deaths during the year
1942 numbered 11, giving a case mortality of
37-8 per 1000 cases notified, as against 256 deaths
and a mortality rate of 82-3 for the previous year.

Immunisation haz been, and eontinues to he,
carried out in many districts, and has probably
had some influence in producing last yvear's good
record. Harries (Brit. Encyel. Med. Prac.) has
pointed out that at least one-third of the children
of pre-zchool age most be protected by immunisa-
tion before the incidence locally, or among the
community as & whole, is diminished. Concentra-
tion of effort upon school children, he remarks,
is easy, but relatively unprofitable so long as the
pre-school group remains at risk. A beginning
has now been made to immunise pre-school chil-
dren at the child welfare centres, and this will
be extended later. The immunisation returns
for 1942 show that much less attention has been
given to the measure than in 1941. Experience has
shown that, until 60 per eent of the population
of pre-school and school age is protected by
immunisation, the disease will continue. It is
important, therefore, for municipal authorities
to continue immunisation campaigns annually,
if the disease is to be eradieated, as has been the
case in a number of cities in Canada and the
United States of America.

Typhoid Fever.—Sporadic eases to the number
af nine in all were notified from eight different
municipalities. There was one death.

Searlet Fever—Thiz dizeasze has shown a sig-
nificant decrease from 127 cazes in 1941 to 72 in
the year under review. The decrease has been
most marked in Hobart, where only 12 cases were
notified, as compared with 26 in 1941,

Tuberculosiz (all forms).—The notifieation of
175 cases of tuberculosis (all forms) indicates
a small increase as compared with the vear 1941,
The inereaze occurred in pulmonary cases, of
which there were 160. Of these cases, T3, or 45
per cent, received institutional treatment. Ower
the two-year period 1941-1942, the distribution
of notified cazes in Tasmania was—

Southern Tasmania . ... . o

Morthern Tasmania . .. . . .

North-Western Tasmania ... ... ... 49
This suggests the need for active measures in
north-western as well as in southern and northern
districts.

Recently, the Government appointed a board
to advise on the measures that should be applied
to control tuberculosis. This board iz meet-
ing at regular intervals and, from time to time,
zubmits recommendations to the Government,
which has now announced the acceptance of the
board's recommendation to base its attack on the
dizease on the results of maszs X-ray examina-
tion of the population. The chest: clinics are
playing an important part in the control of the
disease by carrying on the treatment of ambula-
tory caszez and by the follow-up of contacts.

Puerperal Fever—Nine cases were notified,
seven of which came from Hobart and Launces-
ton.

Aente  Anterior Poliomyelifis—Seven cases,
were notified, four of which came from Hobart.
Table D, shows that, of the 1006 cazes re
during the 1987-38 epidemic, 910 were living at
the 31st December, 1942, their condition being as
follows :—

Curad, v o dnialulsl SRS G235
Cured with time .. . ..dl e B3
Moderate permanent cripples . .. 176
Severe permanent cripples ... ... ... b2

Cerebro-spinal Meningitis—There has been a
very significant increase in the ineidence of this

disease, the notifications numbering 77. This
is a dizeaze which is apt to follow the aggregation
of people. The increase noted thus be

regarded as a result of war-time conditions.
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BusH NURSING.

The record of service performed by bush nurses
calls for favourable comment. A.part from
actual nursing services, it iz interesting to note
that special efforts are made in connection with
ante-natal, child welfare, and 2chool work, the
ast-mentioned including lectures on mothercraft
and infant hygiene to girl pupils.

Much effort has been called for to maintain
existing services, owing to the acute shortage of
nurses, which alse precludes any extension of

bugh nursing at various locations throughout the
State.

By maintaining a close relationship with the
activities of individual nuorses, and affording
information and advice as required, the Depart-
ment has done its utmost to promote the Bush
Nurzing Scheme. The bush nursing associations,
by their co-operation and support, have also
played an important part in this field of service.

A summary of the work performed during
the period under review is set out in Table J.

TaABLE J.

- Bummary of Work Performed in Bush Nursing Centres during the Yeor ended 31si
Deeember, 1942,

Visits to | Visits to| Nursiong | Maternity | Ante-natal

hild

e 'y =

- Selvoal ; s Ward

Nurse. [Patients.| Days. | Cases. | Visits., | Vooo Vg,  Milege | Foos Barmedy oo
g _i_ =l B = = |

18396 | 7836 | s2us 182 1205 | seel 26 | M g161 5 2w

GOVERNMENT MEDICAL SERVICE.

Statistical information in respect of the ser-
viees rendered by Government medical officers
during the yvear is summarised in Table K. on page
10, is information affords ample evidence
of what has been achieved in the way of medical
service in the distriets in which these officers are
functioning.

Az opportunities present themselves, these
appointments are being made more attractive in

modern homes are either being acquired or
erected for the use of the doctors. Shortage
of the requizite medical personnel does not admit
of the extension of the service to many additional
municipalities which have made application for
the inauguration of the scheme in their districts.

The work being carried out by Government
medieal officers in the field of preventive medicine
calls for favourable comment.

ScHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE.

The school medical service has been carried out
by one full-time medical officer, and by sixteen
Government medical officers in conjunction with
their other duties. In addition, four school nurses
have earried out regular inspections, which sup-
plement the work of the medical officers, whilst
gimilar funetions have been performed by bush
nurses, of whom there are twenté-lma. located in
various districts throughout the State.

The number of ehilﬁren inspected by medical
officers was 6377, and the defects noted in order
of frequency were—dental caries, presence of
adenoids and diseased tonsils, aural and ceular
defeets, skin diseases, nasal troubles, enlargement
of thyroid gland, and defects of posture. The aim
iz to have the defects trea by the famtﬂf
physician or, failing this, at a public hospital.
However, the Department’s efforts in this direc-
tion have not met with a satisfactory response.
despite the fact that, in necessitous cases, cost of
transport to hospital has been provided. o

There is a noticeable difference in the assessing
of the nutritional condition of children as a result
of medical examinations. For convenience, a
height and weight standard for different ages 15
used as a comparison, but it is well understood
that this iz a guide only, and that a decizion as
to the state a%unutritiun of any child is to be

arrived at on elinical grounds. The difference in
the findings of medical officers on this important
matter is not peculiar to thiz State, and it raises
the guestion whether any assessment of the nutri-
tion status should be made at the time of the
routine school medical examination.

The activities of the various school dental
climies have been well maintained throughout the

VEear.
Table L contains particulars of the work per-
formed under this heading.

TasLE L.

Summary of Work Performed wnder the Schooi
Medical Service by Government Medical Officers,
Sehiool Nurses, and School Dental Tnspeetors
during the Year ended 3128 December, 1942,

Number of children examined by Gowv-
ernment medical officers. either alone
or with the assistance of a school

nurae . i L 6,377
Number of such children notified as

defective ; 4,602
Number of children examined by achool

Nurses 14,844
Number of interviews with parentz by

aschool nurses .. . S 1,008
Mumber of treatments given to children

at school dental clinics 55,417

STAFF.

Lt.-Col. B. M. Carruthers, Director of Public
Health, was absent with the Australian Imperial
Force during the whole of the year.

On the 1st October, Dr. C. L. Park, M.D,
D.P.H., accepted the appointment of Senior Gov-
ernment Medical Officer. The Department was
extremely fortunate in securing the services of
such an able and experienced worker in the field
of public health,

In conclusion, I wish to express my thanks for
the support rendered me by officers during the

year.
I have, &e.,

E. J. TUDOR,
Secretary for Public Health.

The Hon. the Minister for Health.



oy
















1 o i y
| d
1 ( | [ | k i[1] | i
1 i 1 ;. f 1
+ i ) i
0 q 0
e : i i
; ] S [ ki
















’ i
- ] y : ih
i I i !l < ¥ . : :
| | 1 [ | a=a. *
1 1 = v -
N | = B L b Al ]
T | i el ! :
I 1 1 v
mmn
1] | -
¥
1t \ T i ! i i
1 r i d !
| e an T 1
& | AN,
| | . 2










