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SALUS PorULI SUFPREMA LEX.

ANNUAL REPORT,

1939.

Department of Public Health,
Hobart, 1dth June, 1940,

SR

I HAVE the honour to present the Annual Report
of the Department of Public Health for the year
ended 31st December, 1939,

VITAL STATISTICS.

FPopulation.—The ulation of Tasmania,
estimated on  the Sﬂc;:p December, 19389, was
241,676, whilst the mean population for the year
was 288,002, The mean population, 1938 (for the
whole year), was 235,678, so that the population
of the State, as shown by the figures, reveals an
increase of 2324,

Rirths—The number of births registersd was
5004, as against 4907 in 1938, a rise of 97 and
representing a birth rate of 21-03. This is slightly
above the rate of 1938, which was 20-82, but is a
substantial fall ag compared with a wvear, viz.,
1922, in the previous decade with a rate of 27-08.
Apart from Morthern Territory, our hirth rate
far the year was the highest of the Commonwealth
States.

Deaths.—~The deaths in 1938 were 2426, as com-
pared with 2288 in 1938, an increase of 138,

Infantile Mortality.—The number of deaths of
infants under one year of age was 203. This
yields an infant mortality rate of 40:6 per 1000
births

Of the 208 deaths of the one year of age, 112
occurred under one week, 144 under one month,
and 168 under three months.

PuerLic HEALTH ACT—NEW LEGISLATION AND
ADMINISTRATION.

Legislation—The Public Health Act, as
amended during last year, enables the Depart-
ment to make regulations preseribing, infer alia,
the period a body may be retained, after death,
on any premises. This amendment was sought
principally for the purpose of regulating the
use of funeral parlours for the reception of bodies
awaiting burial. !

The regulations in foree for checking or pre-
venting the spread of any infectious disease are
about to be amended, to provide for the cleansing
and disinfection by a local authority of any dwell-
ing-house vacated by a tenant, and before occu-
pation by ancther tenant, unless an inspector cer-
tifies in writing that it iz unnecessary so to do.

Administration.—The administration of the
Public Health Act and kindred laws is now car-
ried out by the Department, on behalf of local

authorities, in the thirteen municipal distriets
where Government Medical Officers are located.
This number represents an inerease of four dis-
tricts over the preceding year. The services ren-
dered by these officers in so many rural muni-
cipalities, supplemented by regular and systematic
inspections carried out from head office, have been
respongible for mueh improvement in standards
of sanitation and hygiene. Apart from routine
work, the following matters have received par-
ticular attention during the year:—

(1) The prevention and eontrol of infectious
disease;

{2) Immunization against diphtheria:

(3) School medical inspection:

{4) The sanitation of dwelling-houses, road
comstruction camps, and dairying
premises

{5) Housing, &c., provided for persons
employed at hop fields and small fruit
orchards.

In the course of visitations to the remaining
municipal distriets, for the performance of sani-
tary surveys, departmental officers report a com-
mendable degree of activity on the part of many
local authorities, In this regard it is appropriate
to make special reference to the active measures
taken by an inereasing number of councils to
provide for immunization against diphtheria.

Reference to the work performed by depart-
mental inspectors during the course of the year
iz contained in the report of the Chief Health
Inspector and Chief Inspector of Food and Drugs
{Appendix TII).

NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES,

Tables A to C contain statistical information
under this heading.

Diphtheria.—In 1989, 365 cases of diphtheria
were notified, as compared with 342 in 1938 and
205 in 1937, There were fourteen deaths, giving
a fatality rate of 28-41 per 1000 cases notified as
companred with 20-2 in 1938.

Facilities for artificial immunization against
diphtheria are now available in many municipal
districts, the immunizing agent being provided by
the Government free of charge. Immunization
has been recognized almost universally for some
yvears past, and if it were aceepted and practised
in this State on a large scale diphtheria could
be reduced to a diseaze of little consequence to
publie health.

Scarlet Fever—There were 162 notifications of
seariet fever with no deaths. The incidence of the
disease was a little higher than that for the
previous year, when 122 cases were reported.
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Typhoid Fever—Eight cases and one death
were recorded. The absence of any intectiun in
45 of the 49 municipal districts is worthy of
record.

Aeute  Anferior  Poliomyelitiz—Table C
gshows the condition az at 31.12.38 of the 1006
casea motified during the 1937-88 epidemic, and
the progress made during 1939 by those who have
been under treatment as a result of the disease.

Tuberculosizs—During the year 1939, 196 new
cases of tuberculosiz were reported, whilst the
deaths totalled 126, Neither the incidence of the

disease nor the mortality therefrom shows any
decline. Of the 178 cases of pulmonary tuber-
culosis, 41 per cent received institutional treat-
ment at the Tasmanian Sanatorium,.

The chest clinics established at the Hobart and
Launceston Public Hospitals continue to play an
i rtant part in the prevention of the spread of
infection. Greater use iz being made of the ser-
vices provided for mthad and contacts,
which must eventually lead to a steady decline in
the incidence of the disease. Particulars of the
work performed by each of these clinics are
detailed hereunder :—

Chest Clinio, Hobart. Chest Clinie, Lanneeston.
Ower 14 Yonrs :. Umniler 14 Years. Over 14 Years, | Under 14 Years.
m Totl. |f— Total.
L | Al F. o, F- M. F.
Mumber of New Casos J’B:PI Fin i o8 | i} G 143 0 23 1 - 44
Niw Casea taken on at Chnic for
Observation nnd Tm:mniul. ..... -1t a4 31 a5 &3 LT 4 12 b+ 134

Re-uttendances .. .. | 282 a1 €5 40 76 Tl AL 47 5 S

lmnnumlmm R AL R [ H b T i} fin 14 7 152

|

Clinie Cases Transfrred 1o Sann- | |

et Ty e R | 28 a1 3 5 = f

Sanatoriom Ceses Transfernsd o |

Clinde for Special Treatment ... 1 1 2 S snn
! [E YR
Patients Discharged after Treat- '
ment nt the ﬂmﬁ — !
H"mes 1 1 = " :
]mp:l‘ﬂ'l' 1 o s Lo
In atuts ghe . | e e
WORM 41 v e bianmsnsnaint -mamiss 1 | 1 = i
Patients Found Non-Tubercalous 18 23 9 43 a 14 4 1 22
— -

Contnots e )
Numbser of Infecting Cases.. % a1 4 aqE b 71
Number of Contacts BEx- I |

amined ... 8 | a0 4 19 101 15 aF 18 23 B2
Nuambaor |rfﬂ|:lnlu.l:l:l H-u-f' X=

wmined ... o8 74 09 il M - | o] 47 20 101
Number af Caum:ta Fnuml

Tubereubos .c..ovensiinivanns 1 1 1 2 E a
Number af I:'..'unllcln I ullu,

Saspicion Th.... il 1 1 @ 1 3 a 7

| 3 5 BT

Humber nE Invalid Pensioners ! 1 |

S e ez b R 5 1 i 1% ; (i1-] a4
| fE-Sir | e
| 1 |

Home Visits i— | | |
Medical OFeer coeccinranminnni] a Sz ] ] v
Nurse's First Visit .covveiiinn 71 15 8 S |
Nurse's He-Visits,,. | BRE 247 [ i it | i A3

S'thll Visits in Cﬂhnm.llnu l|:||'|I!‘||. i [

After-caro .oees 1 2 H 25 v | 20
[ = i

Proumathomx Refills ..........c.... " e | M iy it 1

X-Ray Examinations { Films) .... 70 118 18 18 | 228 a5 | i M o4 197

X-Ray Examioations {Screen) ... el | 1 oy 2

Spatum Examinations ..oeeeeaas g1 o | 15 41

'nial A.Ibnndlnnﬂ, Od and Now | |
Caset . covnmnnnsns ahibEE mEssararrER BE © SOED 127 | 479 ] -1 1 785







(No. 17.)
8

TABLE B.

RETURN showing Notifieation of Each Type of Infections Disease Reeeived by the Deport-
ment of Public Health for Eoch Mowth of the Year 1989, fogether with Comparative

Figures for the Years 1938 and 1939,

3 = =
{ viae | : | : | LA L | JBle=| 8 g
. | = § | =8 £ | StEs | ESE® %.E = =
Month. = g g Ec | Em~. | EE|SEES |Ez2E |3
2 | = am | A% | d& | 9437 | R5d j' 'ﬁ g’
| & =) ] | == |& |~ = 3 = =
: B o | e [ e
] i 1 - Ll il wn | il 281
13 & 14 3 | e | e 53 204
20 L] 18 13 1 1 = 1] 10
4] 15 8 | - &7 150
62 1 S 16 a 1 Bl 123
a5 I | BiE gt o W N
33 aus b ) | 14 | wes as 1 57 i Er
2R 1 13 o Sl o B7 75
26 1 M 1 18 | 2 | ass S | &3 (1]
53 25 s | 8 w M=ol 51
33 13 19 3 ¥ (1) ]
13 12 15 a | 10 &
— —— _——— - = 1'- p——
Totals ..ooos 386 8 162 | s |oas|s 1 a 1 | 750 | 1380
1 |
TABLE C.
Acute Anterior Poliomuyelitis,
Condition of Cases Notified during 1937-38 Epidemic.
Condition n= at 31.12. 1038,
Hoﬁnt:éjﬂm
it e,
i i Moulerate Permi- | Bevers Permanent
Cuped, I Cuared with Time. nont Cripples. Cripples. Diied.
1006 ETE] | 6 147 78 Bl
] Comdition as at 31.12. 1930,
: No. of Cases
Living at 1.1.80. 1 oL Moderate Permm- | Severs Permanent
Cwred, Cured with ﬁmt—- THETI L Gﬁl']"[l:ﬁ- ﬂl'il"l""lﬂ- ].'IIH.
b G54 187 | 111 (] o ]

dence of the disease. Th
must, therefore, be considered very satisfactory.

VENEREAL DISEASES
The cases notified, viz., 310, are much lower

than those reported (415) during the previous
vear, This represents a fall of over 25 por cent.

Although, to some extent, notification may be
incomplete, it affords some evidence of the inei-
The fall recorded for 1939

The facilities for treatment provided at the

clinies established at the Royal Hobart Hospital

and the Launceston Public Hospital were availed
of in nearly 50 per cent of the cases notified. The
Department assists to maintain these elinics by
providing various preparations for treatment pur-
[OSES,

Crders requiring persons suffering from these

diseases to continue treatment were served in
twelve individual cases.

Statistical information with respect to the noti-
fications received during the year is shown in
Tables D and E.
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TasLE E.

RETURN showing Marital Statws of Cases of
Venereal Diseases Reported to the Departsment
of Public Health for the Year 1939,

Male, Famale, i Taotal. =

| | 5 E: | 4 | _E: e -

L = lxl L E

E 2| 5| & |

2 4|2 &|2|8°

fGionorrhos | 55 118 | 18 | 87 | 78 |ioe ‘220
:-':,-p.'lr'lii.-. J 20|17 |20 | b0 | 43 | 27 | 7O
(xloat ... 3l 2 T 3 H i
Syphilia & Chanore e R o}y E | | 1 1
Ganorrhoes nod Syphilis ...} ... | .. | 1| 2| 1| 2| 3§
Ophthaimis Neonmtorem o e | 3] o | o | o R |
L™ Ty Rt R e Heneol s DSl 105 B R et | 1
Thials: S B o R Iﬁnlﬁ 310

HoSPITALS ACT.

Publiec Hospitals.—During the course of the
yvear substantial progress has been made towards
the provision of a complete and satisfactory hos-
pital service for the people. The new Royal
Hobart Hospital was officially opened on the 18th
January, 1939, whilst a new nurses’ home, which
provides aceommodation for 130 nurses, has also
been erected at a cost of £46,000, At the Laun-
ceston Public Hospital a further contract has
heen let for the completion of a ward block, con-
taining wards (including children's wards),
operating theatres, kitchensz, doctors” quarters,
&e., at a cost of £187,249. The sum of £38,000
has been provided for a new public hospital and
nurses’ home at Queenstown. The erection of a
new public hospital and nurses’ home at Wynyard
is nearing completion. A pathological block is in
eourae of construction at the Roval Hobart Hos-
pital. With the completion of the structurez ount-
lined herein there should be very little, if any,
demand upon the Government for capital expen-
diture upon hospital construction for many years
to come.

The amount appropriated in favour of medical
institutions for 193940 totalled £90,338 10s., com-
pared with £96,027 in the previous year. In the
main thiz reduction was due to the payment of
decrensed special grants to the Royal Hobart and
Launceston Public Hospitals for the maintenance
and treatment of eases of infantile paralysis con-
sequent upon the diminishing number of patients
in need of accommodation at these institutions.

It i= fitting that a tribute be paid to the mem-
bers of the Board of each public hospital for the
voluntary service rendered in connection with the
administration and management of these institu-
tions. Im nearly every instance the work involved
is of an arduous nature, and demands much per-
sonal sacrifice.

Private Hospitals.—At the close of the vear
there were fifty-two licensed private hospitals in
the State, detailed information in respect of which
iz set out in Table F. Regular and systematic
inspections are made of these premises as o means

10

of enforcing compliance with Departmental
requirements.  Whilst, to some extent, private
hospitals are in competition with the hospital
service of the State, it must be admitted that
serve a most useful purpose and make m
needed provision, which it would be difficult to
seeure in any other way.

TaBLE F.

RETURN of Private Hospital Licences [lssued
during the ¥Year 1939,

[ %o, of | Medical, | Mestical &0
| Licences |Surgical, & Sargival Hylogfu
| Jsswed, | Lying<in, [ Omly. ¥
Hebar oo | ] b 1 [
Lanpnceston ......| B a4 b
|
Country . ... | as B 2 20
|
(i3 1 i 3

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE AND INFANTILE
MORTALITY.

Through the years, voluntary workers, sup-
ported by financial aid from the Government, have
continued their efforts to safeguard the health
of mothers and infants and, by a gradual pro-
cess, have inereased welfare centres and nursing
personnel.  Apart from the work undertaken at
the centres, the importance of home visitation is
being increasingly recognised. A brief summary
of the work of the nurses is contained in Appen-
dix IV.

In accordance with the policy of the Govern-
ment, arrangements have been made for the
Department to take over the administration of
the variouws child welfare services in the State on
and from the 1st January, 1940, The work
involved will be carried out in close co-operation
with the Tasmantan Council of Child Welfare and
Baby Health Azsociations and various Committees
affiliated with this Council. It is antici that
this official relationship with child welfare ser-
vices will make it possible to provide supervisory
and co-ordinated services throughout the Sta
with due regard to the financial obligations
the Government.

The Government medical service also provides
a means for individual medieal officers to play
an important part in the furtherance of maternity
and ehild welfare work.

Infantile Mortality.—The number of deaths of
infants under one year of age was 203, or eight
more than in 1938, This yields an infant mor-
tality rate of 40-6 per thouzand births. The ont-
standing causes of death were—prematurity (61),
congenital malformations (31), bronchial pneu-
monia (20), and injury at birth (19).

Tables G to J contain statistical data in regard
to infantile mortality.
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TasLE I.

{Showing Ages and Conses of Death under
e Year—1939.)

Canses of Death and
Classification Number.

I month and under 3 months.
2 months and wwder & months.

1 week and wnder 1 neonth.

[Tialer 1 weok.

I Total ander 1 yeur.

|
|
16, ]!Jﬁﬂlt!ﬂ:ﬂ. 'I|
|

. I [ mn'n.::l'.ln and umder 1 year.

1w,  TnHernzs mlh al|lHIﬂ4-d
R piratory Com plications

15, Erysipe

4. Ta

]

-
"
3
"
=
=
-
-

inges awl Centeal Nervous

[
"

Hi -
Ll &

:.v:l'lllm e
wrlent !1i|'l.'ﬂIHITI- urHI: thtb—
coemin .
67, Discnses nl'
Gland .. o
71h. Simple Anwmia . [
86, Convulsions of Inﬁ:lu
gFe. ldocy, Imbecility. . A e I
90, Pericanditis ... |
1ol IHmmul‘Li,mme S].Morn o HE [ g !
105 Dhismsos of t YK inuivans .
. Acute Bronehitis
107a, Broncho- P reaneegis
g, Labar Poestmons ......
118, (ither Diseses uflhg ‘:Iun-rh L
(Cancer cxoo
118, DViarrlvom and n-tqul:u |
122h. Intestinal Obstraction ... ...i TH - | 1
157. Congenital Mulformmbions ... 14
158, Congenital Debility ...........| 7
1E -!4 Promature Birth ...ooovcciian,
Imjury at Rirth
Ateleciasis
Teterns Neonatoram
Disenses of U mhbilict

dosis of the Men- ‘

3.
= |
|

“ihe Thymuql X

-
—

=
et
i b apemiiodoiiod

= o= B

= D D e O g

Pt =

Iﬁlu.
161 k.
16 e
160,
172,
152,

Selereun and others ...

Infanticide .....

Accidentul "-Inrlllmlul.l. Hl:l'h,r— {
calion . rerrmmmsmaiarer man

W
5w
"o
L e
r .

112 :azi | 20

4T |

TABLE J.

Coniperadive Figures of Principal Causes of
Deaths under One Yeor during 1985-1938,

-

Camsos of Death. 1085 | 1936 | 1097, | vema
| e
'-'r'hm|l1|.||r. Cn:nu.;:lu il 7 ﬁ
Convulsions ... [ | 5| a
Bronohitit ....c.xcc vivess suoes 2 g Sl Ty 1
Ilmwbn—l’nmmumt ......... | b e 15 L1} )
Poeimonia, . B [ 4 4 4
Iarrhoea un-l t-u.n witis .,.I 1 11] | | - | 4 a
L-ﬂu remiial [ hﬂitt'r 16 15 aa| 17 13
};]h ilis Teel | > 2, & 1
nEI'nﬂlmmlu : 2 28 11 2 31
Prematurity and 3 | |
Birth ... £y By, 03 70 L
Othar |Disrases of Inrl_l. i |
1L T 20/ 24 29 a7 M

Foop anNDp DREUGS ACT.

Supervision—Routine and special inspections
have been made, with the object of securing effec-
tive work under the Food and Drugs Act. Advis-
ory dutiez in connection with the legislation and
food regulations are also an important function
af the Department.

Chemienl  Laborafory~—The laborato
course of erection in the grounds of the
Hobart Hospital will provide much needed aceom-
modation for officers at present working under
conditions which militate against general effici-
CHEY.

Fond Sumpling.—Detailed references to the
work performed under this heading are contained
in Appendices II. and III. It iz important to
note that returns furnizhed by Government
Analysts show that, in general, milk as gold to the
eonsumer is reasonably satisfactory as regards
milk fat and other milk solids.

Offences,—Eight Pmmutinm were instituted,
with suceessful results, againat traders for selling
adulterated food. The fines and costs amounted to
£32 141,

BusH NURSING.

Batisfactory progress is reported from the dis-
tricts in which bush nursing is in operation. Dur-
ing the course of the year a new hospital was
established at Swansea, in the Glamorgan Dis-
trict, whilst a similar institution is in course of
erection at Triabunna, in the EpnnﬁnEa:}r Muni-
cipality. The Government assisted neially in
the first-menticned ease, and in the latter assumed
the full liability. Finaneial assistance has also
been given towards the cost of the following
works:— g

(1) The provizgion of extra accommodation
to the hospital at Redpa.

i(2) The erection of a cottage for the nurse
at Lilydale,

(3) The erection of a clinmic and residence
for the nurse at Ulverstone.

{4) The provision of a home for the bugh
nurae at Avoca.

Much difficulty has been experienced in securing
nurses for bush nursing appointments, despite
advertisements inserted in both lecal and main-
land newspapers.  Fortunately, the Department
has been able to secure the services of loeal nurses
who are willing to act in a temporary capacity
until permanent appointments can be , thus
providing for continuity of service for the pmple
already served by the Bush Nursing Er:heme

Table K gives detailed information of the work
performed in each centre during the year,
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ScHo0L MEDICAL SERVICE.

This service came under the administration of
the Department on the 1st January, 1939, As
auch it now forms part of the public health service
of the State. All Government medical officers, as
well as four school nurses, are engaged in the
work, with the result that many more children
will now receive attention to their physical needs.
The preliminary work involved in connection with
the inauguration of the serviee was such that
actual inspection was delayed until late in the
vear, For this reason, statistical information on
the findingz will be published in a future report.
An important adjunct to medical inspection, viz.,
systematic surveys of the children by school
nurses for defective conditions, &e., has been well
maintained. As many as 17,140 individual exam-
inations were made by the nurses, who report
that, with very few exceptions, parents are mind-
fuil of the advice given for the correction of defectz
or physical impairment in their children.

Unfortunately, school medieal inspection at the
present time is restricted to those districts in
which Government medical officers are function-
ing. As an important link in the chain of pre-
ventive medicine, and to ensure that every indi-
vidual child has an equal chance to benefit, there
iz a demand for the systematic and routine medi-
cal inspection of all children in attendance at
gchools thronghout the State.

14

. An essential part of the school medical service
is conecerned with the condition of the children’s
teeth, with dental inspection and treatment. Dur-
ing the year a permanent dental clinic functioned
in each of the cities of Hobart and Launceston,
whilst four travelling clinies operated in the
remaining  districts  throughout the State.
Detailed information rvegarding the activities of
these clinies (which is contained in the report of
the Senior Dental Inspector, Appendix V.) shows
there has been a full appreciation of the excel-
lence of the service rendered by the various opera-
tors and their assiztants,

CONCLUSION.

My thanks are due to individual officers of the
Department for their eo-operation and assiztance
throughout the vear.

I also desire to express my appreciation of the

help and advice so readily given at all times by
officers of other Government Departments.

I have, &,

B. M. CARRUTHERS,
Director of Public Health,

The Honourable the Minister for Health.
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Sawniples Evamined in the Government Analyst's
Laboratery diccing the Year 1089,

o
£

i
Eamples
Baking chemleals .. .. .. o oo e o a
Beer and wrdlnh e . 2
Butter . e i 1983
Corenls &
Cheese 3 19
Confectionery, honey, and sugar : 8
Cream and condensed milk . 54
Drugs and chemicals ... ... . 28
Essences T
Fizh and meat pmluls i a6
Fruit and Jam . i e e 18
Hydrometers s 13
Kerosene and lurpt-ntlm' ] L 15
Milk, cows' ; o TR el 376
Milk, haman : e e 14
Minerals and metals . L e 16
Motor spirit R 42
Dils & fats, ed:h\!e ; ’ g 10
Oils, mineral ... . ; s i, a1 0
Paint ..., .. 12
Paisons and other tests for Police Deplri.-
ment .. s 43
Sances and condiments .. .. ... .. . . 15
Spirits and wines . . 16
Spraving matorinls and fertillaers | 24
Tea, coffee, and cocon R 18
Textiles and p.nper T i T
Thermometers .. .. s bt 28
Vinegar L i e ]
Water and effluents £ 33
Misccllaneous : B
Total 1,244

Retuwrn showing the Sowrces of Samples Eraovined in the
Governmment Awalysl’s Laboratory during the Year

1939,

Ma. of

Ramplen.
Cuostoms Department {Commonwealth) 294
Public Health Department ek Aol AT
Railway Departmaent .. ... .. . ool L a3
Police Dopartment . i0
Other Government Depnrt.mentu 108
Hobart Local Authority P e i T |
Other municipalities ... ... ... .. o e o 47
Hospitale and elinbea ... ... .. . oo ol (i1
Private firms and povsens . . .. . pL2 ]
Tatal 1,244

Ritdter.
Two hundred samples intended for export wore

cxamined. Thirty-nine contained more than 16 per cent
of water, but in most cases the excess was very small.

Four samplez for local consumpiion contained water
in exeess of the maximuom  allowed; in one case the
excess was BET per cent, and in another 25 per cent.
Twoe other zamples containsd smaller excesses,

Crat.,

Thirtesn mmrlru wore deficient in milk-Fat. One was
15T per cent deficlent, and theee others were over 10
per eent deficient.

Ailk.

OFf 264 anmples, 22 {or 62 per cont) were deficient, 11

in fat and 11 in other solids. Only one contained added

water: the amount being 10 per cent.
In addition, a herd of 22 cowz was tested and five of

the cows were shown to be giving milk below the minimam |

standard.
ils.

Twenty- n-m mineral lubricating oils for the Railway
Dc]mrtmrnl uirifg r'l ht or nine determinations each,
wepe Dound tn outside the limits of specifications in
respect to 42 detorminations,

Pataons,

In three cases of attempted suicide, the stomach con-
tents wore found to contain arsenic, mnr];lllia. and phensl
respectively,  Strychnine was found im two cases of
animal-poisening.,

Srieares.

Excess of starch was found in 3 un?l-
BE'6 per cent above the ml.:lm.l.lml lll;ullf:d,

cases over 50 per cent above the maxi

Water.

A sample from Cambridge contmined a large amount
nfﬁnurﬁr;l salts, and wz; mﬁt for I.:I‘.;"‘ &
nother samp Fishe Commission,
snmi mhnveummdthmdmthnfﬁuhsmrm as

Iﬁt zent from ania, in connection with a
r;r-ntp-oﬂadw military camp, con ained rather much nﬂnoﬂl
z.
Laboratory at Model Schoal.

The following samples and specimens of mate were
anat:.*ud at the Model Echu»uﬂ hnram:.r:- Aials

116
thhmu 27
nters . 16
Dairy products a0
YVatorioary . .. .. .o 0 0] el S 13
Pesticiden. ... il s il as
Mimcellmmeonm . ... i e s e S e
The list shows an inerense on the work done year.
Fewer water snmples were examined owing hhtﬂtu wal
season providing farmers with 1

_ The most marked increaze is in
indicates o renewed interest in the
deficient in most of the farming soils of the State.

The fertilizer and pesticide samples show that the
marketing of these neeessary requisites to agriculture
iz in wvery good hands and in no case haz an inférior
brand been zold to farmers. _.

During the year, a large number of have been
furnished to farmers and to officers of the Agricultural
Dwepartmaent, The Laboratory has also with
these officers in many problems connocted - ﬂﬂb'wm'h

I have, &e.,
E. WARD, Government Am'tm.
The Director of Pahlic Health.

Arrenmix 11T,
S Hobart, 23rd Fubrurr 1“".

I have the honour to submit the followi
work perfarmed h}' the imp&elﬂitl stall ﬂ'nflh
during the year

Staff.

Stationed at Hobart—Chief 1
lnﬂm:ur 1. H, Parker, ME.S.0: In 'nﬁu

Stationed nt La ton—I tor D 8 C ﬂutil
eate E{.B.l: I.r'-mpce'tinr“m'f Orr, ﬁ%l hﬁh

In presenting this annual report aof ﬂu serviess rendered
by the inspoctorial staff, the wvarlons laws uhﬁ]u m.
attention mre set ont:— :

Public Henlth Act, By-laws and 'Eegnluim

Food and Drugs Act and Regulations.

Pleces of Public Entertninment Act and Repulations,
Hospitals Act and Rl!lrl.llntmﬂh

It is obvious that duties so varied and unnpuhul.ﬂ'e
the above make many demands on the officers, and
the constantly changing ewlntinn in public health, and
latest dovelopments in the field of preventive medicin
many new probl are eneounts In earrying
these duties unique opportunitics ave provided
officers to keop in touch with the peaple in their
e iy ek is

pliznee aws process
orally made secondary to educational effort by the staff
55 it has boen recognised that voluntary observance of
health euhd‘:ﬁm iz preferable to ¢arrrpuhim through the

courts,

rJ RI

-s-?%:

£2

Ea

Air Roid Preeaufions Orgarisation.
Commoencing at end of February members of
WEre Engn part of three days “uHr for a

the staff
period of
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months in connection with the organisation of air
precautions, attending o closs of instruction on anti-
p.ltl'l.tu.inl,lunin!:a uipment, also ins and pre-

ns of firs ts, easualty clearing stations,
though the organisation is nearing eompletion, a
eortain amount of detail work will, of necessity, be carried
on for an indefinite period,

Routine Sanitary Swrveys ond General Tuspections.

“JE the set-back due to time devoled to air raid
tion, offieccrs were nble to visit and carry oot
surveys and general inspections in the majority

l.'lf m ||hn throughout the State. Particular atten-

-.uud upon these districts where, by agreement
'ﬂ'ith ﬂ'er- Minizter, the Department is responsible for the
out of the functions and duties of local authori-

BF

o

carryi
ties w the Public Health Act.
ils of inspections made in the course of these sur-
veys, &c., arc set out hereunder:—
Mo of Improves
; £ rerdy
Blﬂlﬁeﬂnli\'tie tanks, sites, and plans 408 43
Butchers' shops 'and  other food
? 427 a0
Plans of places of public entertain-
ment and lluhlir: Ildhnsu. inelud-
ing plana of new ings and
alterations to existing build p 276 41
!I-IDIJEII md licensed pmmm i lgg 2;
H:ii:-r” mlh‘pi.l abattoirs L 'Z ' 12 2
145 al
Echools, public l.n.ﬂ P'I‘h'll‘.: o ﬂ; EE
:’a;ﬁ lﬂ-plﬂh:lnd pollutmn. of same, ﬁ ..E
rainnge wor 1
Offensive trades . & 138 19
Garbage dnpuu and services | 63 10
Sanitary lpﬂh M"'-'I'ﬂ'l'l“ HI‘.‘-
Hospitals, public and i 153 sg
hE s
T = R R S
Blmu.'a di in rivers and 2
f
W‘h:rm, Jetties, and river frontages
not. under mm‘.ml oI Inclt au-
rlq.r e e e 11 2
erdhu%hm 21 4
Insanitary buildings and condemned
dwell 28 15
‘and :mull fruit archuﬂl 151 45
M LTI I 174 21
ion nlmps % 13 7
Fumigations ... ... .. ... .o .0 b -
Infes diseases (investiga N —
. ahowgrounds, a7 13
Mutton-bird L] £
upnﬂm—ﬂrpnhutlm uI u’sr-ruid
140 —
Supervision Sanitation and Health Requirenients,

f
dero-.Eht-tm Cammission:. Buitdings, Tarraleah.
the year regular visits were made by an officer

nf l‘ha riment to the Hydro-Eleciric Commizsion's
mr buildings at Tarraleah to supervise the

anid advise generally on public health problems

Ihw arcse. It is pleasing to report that the officers

of the Commission appreciated the wisits of officers, and
co-operated with the Department in rendering material
nssistance at all times.

Inspection of Imported Eggs.

Owing to the arrival of la ta of egrs from
¥ictorin and South Australin, the stafl has been called
upon to inspect same in aceordance with the amended

5 under the Food amd Drugs Regulations. In the
year under review 5190 dozen eggs were inspected.

Health Inspretors’ Conforence, Syduey.
Inspector Parker was deputed to attend the Health
i § rs' Conference, at Sydney, in Sapt.m m A
n'.’.'.':"“”nr instructive lectures were
directly and indirectly connected with publ
ing the following :—

Health 1 aff.
::mhlﬂm:ﬁm:um of milk and other dairy

hir raids Gu attacks, oo
The health inspector and national defence.

on &
ic health, Ih-nllld-

(No. 17.)

Sole of Scallops.

During the season frequent inspections were made of
wholesale depota where senllops are treated amd prepared
for sale. Owing to the immaturity of the shell fish and
the abnormal wenther conditions, a large number were
condemned as unfit for human consumption.

Inspection of Dairics,

It was found necessary to enforee the bhy.law pegarding
dairiea in several country districts, and numersus orders
were issued for new milking sheds and mille rooms. Many
new buildings have been erected for deirving purposes

nlong the north-west coast. The owners of such proper-
tics {wlu:m eoncrete floors and gpood drainage are Pro-
vided) appreciate the facilitios for I-:mnmﬁ premises and
equipment clean and satisfactory. With the extension of
hfdrn-nlml.rm plant in many eountey centres, water sup-
ies nre now made available by pumping plants opermted
y clectricity.

Dizsiricts Takew Owver from Locel Awthoritics.

The health inspectorial work of the following districts
has been taken over by the Department:—Bruny, Flinders,
Glamorgan, Kingborough, King Island, Penguin, Portland,
Scottsdale, Sorell, Spring Bay, and Tnuman.

The majority of local inspectors in these centres are
now on the staff of the Department as part-time officers,
and are carrying out duties with the co-operntion and
pssistance of State health inapectors. It is pleasing to
know that several of these part-time officérs are atte
ing classes of instruction te enable them to qualify for t.hl:
-Earﬂi;nf:.m of competency issued by the Royal Sanitary
natitute,

Food and Drugas.

Three hundred and sixteen (316) samples of food and
drugs (an increase of 106 over previous Years) wore pur-
chased in warious parts of the State and forwarded to the
Government Analyst for examination. Twenty-two (22},
or approximately 7 per cent, were reported to be adulter-
ated, Prosecutions were underiakon in eight cases: fines
and costs amounting to £22 14s. being inflicted. Wnrnmﬁ:
were isswed in 15 cases following usual pmtlum m
connection with first offenders, or where zome reasonab
doubt existed. A complete list of the samples taken I.n
ghown hereunder:—

Milk i O ] Cheese (L
Cream ... .ocooeitciioaa 38 Essonce of lemon . ... 2
Sild . A e LT L R, |
Salmon e a Arrowrost 1
Sansage and aa.w-l-uy 24 Lobster and sardine
Pilchards .. 2 aste . e 2
Mﬂ‘-‘, caffee II.I'II. -chit:- 0il of l‘ﬂm'.'ﬁ . 1
. Lemon show pnu.;]f;;r 1
Gimmr beer |l-mll'dlrr 1 Passion fruit 2
Cocoa b Iona cordinl extract 1
Tomato soup amd sauce 5 Liguid paraffin 2
W S o . a Tinned seallops 1
paste 2 Pea soup 1
Tartaric acid 1 White popper 1
Buttar 20 Ment and ham pastes 2
Bay rum 1 Cordinl extract 2
Ground :nul.meg 1  Pork and beans 1
Marmalade . . .. 1 Condensed milk 3
Margarine . 1 herkin spread 1
Chutney . N | Flan pack 1
Rmiumd ¢r¢am : 3 Brilliantine 1
Cream : 1 Lime feuit cordial | 1
Tens [bul‘l-: -:nd pure) e Wheat flakes 1
Honey 3 Orange gin 1
Gin 1 Liver =alt 1
Cream of tartar 2 Herring 1
Tonie stout 1 Beef extract 1
Imitation cordinl  exe Falris 1
tract 1 ba ... . 1
Kitchen herbs 1 Luncheon beaf 1
Mixed spice 1 Camp pie 4
Giroen pens 1 Potted meat and ham 2
Lard 1 Spaghetti 1
Bourn-vita 1 Whitebait 1
Veal and bacon 1 Jellex | i i L
Fruit zaline 1 Tablets found in four . 1
Farne meat paste . 1

Total number of samples ais

Varieties of samples . Td
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Heizure of Foodatuffa.

Spigures of food include 35600 scnllops, 1 cnse egrs,
50 cases bananas, 20 boxes buiter, 61 bottles ecream, aml
smaller consignmentz of vermicelli, lour, eurrants, break-
fast foods, almonds, sultanas, apple jelly, spaghetti,
prunes, and raising.

Coneliegion.

In coneluding this report 1 desire to thank couneil elerks
amdl local inspectors for their co-operation and assistance.

Az in the past the inspectorial stall has worked hard and
conscientiously throughout the year.

I have, &c.,
1. RILEY,
Chief Health Inspector.
The Director of Public Health,

APPENDIX IV.

SUMMARY of Waork Performed by Child Welfare Nurses during the Year ended
Blst December, 1989,

w TN [V TR P | Individeal | . Toml Total
T . Individusl | Bubsequent | _Visks to Baliea | Atendances Attendunces
Association, Centre, | Visits 1o Expectant nt Clinie
Newbatt | aothors, | Bothers, | Altending | st Clitic o gt
| Babies. ! | Chinie. | by Babies, |*g BE0
|
Hobart Holmrt ... | 0 ART0 | L33 1348 Aa440 140
Chikl Welfare] North Hobart | $17 1205 | o 51 5030 120
Associniion Zandy Hay... - - - 10d 10005 i
Mootmh .. | 164 1204 4 ] | 4014 6B
Gilenorehy ... 48 k] b 108 8241 H
AHEDIES witiin v botr BT 188 12 102 922 1
New Norfolk 116 207 [ 0l 1436 13
Geoveslon .. 7 ™ 1 78 405 12
Hucnville ... 1 10 — g3 477 T
Towl .. 1080 752 186 3157 23,078 72
—
Launcesion | Lsunceston... e rual HHE i il | 74 1A ]lfals 180
Baby Health| Inverma; i 146 G B B4 513 a
Association M T Q97 11 218 1854 25
Sandhill 4 & ; 144 1277 17
Trovallyn ... i o= — — 53 A28 a
Soottsdale ... 25 72 2 H il ay ki
Longford ... {1} g1 — H 117 —
Evamlale ... 3 67 i} 18 o0 —
Westhory .. o Ll 16 (i 1 &5 100 3
Delorsine ... | o4 k] 3 o5 118 4
| 1 s
Total ..i' 1141 1824 105 | mss 17,8 263
|
Davomport Davonport ... ..,l 127 el & T 152 —_
Child Welare |
Aszocintion !
Great assistance has been received, especially in the
AFPFENMIX V. rmanent clinies, from the nurses attached to the Schoal
eilical Service, whe are continually drawing the parents’
Dental Clinie, attention to the necessity for, and the benefits to be derived
Elizubeth Street Practising School,  from, dental treatment of their children,
SR s During the vear two operators resigned, and their posi-

I wish to submit s report on the sctivities of the school
dontal serviee during the year 1939, Preéviously the sor-
vice was attached to the Edueation Department, but during
this year it eame under the sdministention of the Public
Health “l.']'l.ll.l_'ln‘lrlll, and the work has proceeded with the
samie smoosthness a8 was characteristie under the Educa-
tion Department,

The opevators and their assistants are keenly Interested
in their work, and have performed their duties loyally.
They have received the co-operation of the teachers. Such
co-operation §s essential, a> the lack of it can nullify, to
n great oxtent, the result to be obinined by a wisit from
the dentist to o particalar school.

tioms were flled by two young gradoates, who have
adapted themselves to the conditions of our uﬂlg.. Iz
mildition, an extra clinic has been created, and this has
ennbled us to meet many requesis for treatment which
otherwise would have had to wait for the regular wisit
of the dentist. I hope that it will alse have the effect of
dlecrensing the lo time which eln between the
visits of a dentist to & particular sehool.

The operator in charge of the Scuthern Travelling
Clinic hazs wisited and afforded treabtment to ehildren
attending achoslz in the fﬂlnwln%{mmlnipulilm:—Bruw,
GQueenatown, Strahan, Hamilton, New Norfolk, Glamorgan,
Green Ponds, Bothwell, Sorell, !I'nmn, Erighton, Spring
Bay, and Clarence.
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The North-Westorn Travelling Clinic has wisited and
completed treatment in the Loven, Devonport, Circular
Head, Table Cape, Waratah, and Zeehan districts, and
has commenced treatment at Burnie, !

The North-Eastern Clinie hos attended to children at
the schools in the Delornine, Flinders, Kentish, and
Latrobe areas.

Children attending all schools in the Hobart and Laun-
ceatom districts were attended al the permanent elinics
situated in those cities,

During the year 11,396 children were treated. They
hl.mtuid a total of 28516 visits to the various operators,
and treatment afforded to them was as follows:—

Trentments  (inclhading mnmh«:nt{um&]um-

porary fillings, gum treatments, 21,038
(1N g o SRR S 4,167
Total ... . . 60,719
—

Individual totals ave as follows;—

; agsailz
=
ge3gzang |t

3314
G204
#0185
2028
2085
11,272
405
084

E
s | Cleanings.

=51
1800
1948
gt
H69
Bl4
ol
1507
454 3,080

A58
a0
A768
1447
1281
4064
20
]
21,088

—

Total Visits| Treatments, | Fillings.

A5G
filas
4720
il
2544
4

424

4537

28 516

8| gazzzene

£ | gpazasss(s

EE b=
fialbi d 5
|E§:§ﬁs%§ :
= PR L |

J. T. BROOK,
Senior Dental Inspector.

The Director of Public Health.

{No. 17.)

ArrExDix VI
Department of Public Health,
Hobart, Tth June, 190,

THE NURSES REGISTRATION ACT, 1827,

Sm,

We have the honour to submit the annoal report of the
Nurses' Registration Board for the year 1904,

Personnel of Foard.

Chairman: Dr. B. M. Carrathers, Divector of Public
Health.

Dr. Do W. L. Parker, Surgeon-Superintendent of the
Royal Hobart Hospital. ;

Dr. J. €. Fulton, Medical Superintenden ]
ceston Publle Hospital. t of the Laun

Dr. T. C. Butler.

Miss A. R. Cockayne, Matron of the Royal Hebart
Hospital.

Mise C. I. Skirving, Matron of the Launceston Fub-
lic Hoapital.

Miss I. E. Macfarlan, Matron of the Devon Public
Hospital, Latrobe.

Bonrd Meolings,
_ The Board held two special and three ordinary meet-
LU £

Traning Schools.
Training schools registered.—General, 15; mental, 1;

midwifery, 4.

Applications for Tratning.
Approved.—General, 134; mental, 38; midwifery, 45
Refused —General, 10,

Trainsea.
General, 378; mental, 77; midwifery, 43.
Resigned, &e—General, 76: mental, 24; midwifery, 1.
Completed Training.—General, 302; mental, 53; mid-

wifery, 42,
Elwom tuerttons.

Educational tests for intending traineoes—
Applieations ... .. .. 1 i 42
Passed examination it i P 25
Failed .. . e 17

Examinations for the registration of nurses—
Candidates:

GAERFRL... oo cre v br i s 43
Mental e e i)
MIAWHBEY oo i e e menr e e 40
S Passed. Failed.
General .. . . . 42 1
Mental ... .. Has AT 13
Midwifery .. Tt | g

Registration of Nuraes.

Registeved.—General, 38; mental, 2; midwifery, 49.
Ronewed registration—General, 391; mental, 6; mid-
wifery, 261,

Lagiatation.

The regulations in foree under the Act, as consolidated
and amended, were published in the " Tasmanian Govern-
ment Gazette " on the 4th October, 1.

We have, &c.,

B. M. CARRUTHERS, Chairman.
E. J. TUDOR, Secretary.

The Hon. the Minister for Health,
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3 Deanthe in Relation to Disease. E é%ﬁ»:u-a&:--# i= | =
E ;
The following return, from data supplied by the Deputy- =
Commonwealth 8 lﬁ'nin lhwa'tm 'b'Elr'I‘l.'Ild 'DE! =
of deaths dl:l'l:'luf r 1039, also the death-rate per -
10,000 persons living {mean population 238,002), as con- 2
trasted with the r ous year, 1938 (mean population i -
estimated at 235,678). E. -
. -]
-
g]ef| g|u S (2]
Cause of Death, L ji By ig‘ _%
] |' = ~§
ey | 3 :
% | :
i . i - S R T .
are e ux E | | =
we ]| B - .
i T 1 ~ | B :
10| -6 | —
14 4| -2 k] : :
T LE] | nrw
; o | = 3
Difseses ; 58 198 | 52 %
Rheumatic  Fever, Rhmmn- E f
tiamyaad Gout uovveind (18| 8 18| .8 | 9

Caneor, all 4 255 | 10-8

Bi%inhlmud]ndm&i : E | &
oisoning ] ey | R ]

Other General Diceases... 96| 40 14| 61 % g
Total General ....oooeevnea| 576 | 24°1| 560 | 242 e é
Disenses— | ! =

Disenses of Nervous System...| 188 | 7-% 186 | 76 é |

ﬂlmu!ﬂhuuhlor;ﬁyﬂmu 687 28-8 638 | 271 |

lﬁm of !Iuapmurg | =

301 | 124 237 | 96 :
DF” 120 | 544 ©2| 3@ L
w-ﬂrfmrr (=1
E;mu .......................... 140 | 58 187 | 7@ =

Diseases of P rllDrirm 16 3 18 R o | —

Disenses of the Ski 8 [ 3 o

Diseases of Bones lnd Ml = i

formations .. Ak 1“9 8| 17 g

III.mafElr]] [uﬁmg...... 114 | -8 114 | 48 =

Total Local Disewses ...... 1627 | 68-4f 1501 | 63-7 - 5
Neaths Produced by Extornal | = = i
Cunses— X 3 T3

Aceident or Hugllpm ......... | 1w | 48 12| 47 5o o

Howivide ........ e I 1 | SR ) | - e P

L R e I 19 8 18| -7 oo N B £ H ;
Total External Causes ... 13 | 56 130 | 65 5 N [ i i

Tl-defined—Not Specific uh.l T £ ' T R EE |
iy — | ] R s et

'DH* AEEiE BEE EEsaEespesnasaas 85 Rl 80 34 i '

Tl-deined Dissases o] 5| -2 8| -3 2 A
Tnulll.l-delmdﬂim|m-'3' 88 | 37 S | Aizrrariiyg
Total Deathe, All [.'u:eu| 2426 | 101-0] 2258 | 971 5 | Eaﬁﬁ;—;g:;_taig E :

= |

DEATHS from Tuberculosis during the last Ten Years.
Nunhber, i Dn"h I-I.u: per mw:m Persons Living.

anarn ilald|a]d]

222 2|2
41 46 45 37| 45 a3

& 11 1 7| B 11 Iﬂ; 14 7 1k

i m.imlmlmi 68, HLHi wl | 57 sai 51 Eﬂi 5

No. f 1930,
1431
fe

N
4]
Mo | -Lm.

g & | &
E ==

-
System (No. 297 vecvernsininnns 11 98 106 113 83 105 112) &6
Dtkier forms nl‘ ’I‘ubaruluh al | J
(Noa. 24.32) .. 18 24 26 15 19 11
uti
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ArrEnDx VIIL

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE LACHLAN PARK HOSPITAL.

Lachlan Park Hmﬁul.
b w Norfolk, 26th July, 1940.

I have tho honour to submit the Annunl Report of the
Lachlan Park Hospital for the year ended 20th June,
10, topether with the statistical retorns.

Genewal Stalisties,

m: l!tailaulrhim, dﬂ;nian}lmhebl; af atr.ientah:n the
was males an emales. During the year
males and 76 fomales were admitted, making the tatal
under treatment 402 males and 304 females, namber
discharged was 96, and of these 10 left the institution as
rocovered, T1 as relieved, and 15 ns unimproved. The
number of deaths was Gl. The number of patients
ﬂ:uh:lug on the registor on the 30th June, 1940,
was g1 males and 323 fomales, a total of
40, which was & more than at the commencement of the
year, The daily number of patients was GI1-41, conparoed
with #0687 for the previons year. The proportion of
certified insane to the general ulation of the State on
dlat December, 1939, was | to 38712, ns compared with
I to 36383 at the end of the same month last vear.

g

Adminions.
The number of patients :auu’lrrllil:had{:|l was 166, a8 compared

with 160 for the previous year. Of these 108 were new
cases and 57 wore readmissions. The majority of patients

Diseharges.

The number of paticnts dischar ag recovered was
1. Caleulated on the number of admissions, the recovery
rate was 603, which was slightly higher than that recopded
for lnst year, when it was 6-00. The number of patients
discharged as improved was 71, Calenlated on the number
of admissions, the improved rate was 42-T7 as against
56:57 lnst yenr. Fifteen patients were discharged as unim-
pm}mﬂ. a5 against 13 the previous year. ight of
patients were transferred to the Royal Hobart Hospital
for treatment, and later readmitted, whilst seven were
discharged to the care of their relatives.

Dheaths,

The number of deaths was 61, being 14 more than for
the previous year. The denth rate, ealeulated on the aver-
age number of daily residonts, was 965, this rate being
higher than lnst year, when it was 734, The average age
#t death was 60 yoars. The preater percentage of ﬁamn
was due to senility, broncho-peumonia and cardioc-vasenlar
diseased,

It is pointed out that the inerensed number of deaths
was partly due to the foct that more putients of advanced
years were admitted during the period undor review than
i the previous vear,

(Fereral,

Last winter there was o higher incidence of pneumonia,
particularly among the unusually large section of senile
patients.  Apart from o reeent mild epidemic of menses
there was no outbreak of infectious disease. For the year

admitted were between the ages of 26 and 35 yvears, and 40 ended 30th June, 1940, sight cases of tuberculosia wers
and B0 years, the average being 44 yenrs. A greater notifid. The majority of these were old standing cases,
number of males was admitted between the ages of 30 and  disgnosed recently by rveutine X-vay examination. It is
40 years, vig., 21 males as against 14 females. Between  reported that, during the year, 195 X.ray examinations
the ages of 30 and 50 years, 34 males and 22 fomales were  (ineluding 71 of the staff) were made,
admitted. The chief cnuses of insanity were congenital The results of treatment earvicd out ot the hospital foe
defects, heredity, and =enility, the year are as follows:—
Numbor | Improved and | TOPTOved | oo e
Type of Treatment. : Toart mot Mot L proved
Treated. Discharged, Discharged. Treatment,
310 e e 12 7 2 1 %
Sul-shock Inzulin.. ....coomnn 13 — 5 - 8
Cardiazol ........ ... 4 14 (i3 - 4
BommiMing ... .o orenaneernnnas L 1 2 - i
Malarks ....ovenoeneecs 1 1 -- - -

The results obtained in insulin and cardiazol shock
therapy unbcnﬁ:rd.edm satisfactory., Sub-shock insulin
and somnifaine therapy haz not proved asz efficacious as
was expected. Possibly thia was due, in some measure,
to the poor material available for treatment. Exeellent
gt;:frm haz been maintained in cecopational therapy.

value of thiz form of treatment is becoming more

Fid each year.

B T 1 dental work was executed by the visiting
dentist, Mr, H. B, McChristie.

By far the most important ndvance mude as regarda
trentment and cave of the mentally afflicted hns been the
recent amendment of the Mental Hospitals Act. Provision
has now been made for the reception of voluntary bearders.
Since this sectiom of the Act came into foree six months
#u, three patients have been admitted in this manner.

o doubtkw eni it becomes more widely known, an increas.
ing number of voluntary boarders will come for enrly
treatment. Anocther important section mnkes it possible
for patients to be allvwed out on parole without the
nuthority of the official visitors. Legislation dealing with
rocoiving houses nnd licensed houses was also introduced.
Soweral of the scctions dealing with certifieation were
amended and brought inte line with those of other States.

Amugements aud Recroatio.

Since April of this year, the new recreation hall has
boen in regular use for the patients’ entertainments,
Talkie pictures or donees ave held each week. Tt is noted
that considerably more patients now attend the pictures
formerly when only silent films were in use. The
tmas party was held on December E1st, 1938, and
annual picnie on 2nd February, 1940,

Hospital Aduxiliarics.

Deepest appreeintion is  expressed to the warious
branches of the Lachlan Park auxiliaries for their con-
timmed interest and valunble service to the hozpital in pro-
viding eomforts for the patients at the Christmas party

and throughout the year.

Buildings,

The buildings comprizing the new administrative block,
recreation hall, staff dining rooms, and kitchen were oecn-
pied early this year. They were officially opencd by the
Honourable the Premicr on 22nd Apeil, 1940,

The former nurses' dining room is at present being
converted into sight bedrooms by the hospital artisan staff.
It is proposed to convert the existing lecture room in the
nuoraes’ home inte a flat for the matron.

All new wards bullt during the past four years are now
in nceu}ml.inh. One of these wards is being us an
#apen ” ward for convalescent pationts, whereby diarving
certain hours the patients are allowed free peeoss to the
hospital grounids.

It has recently been suggested that ward “ A" which is
now vacant, be Iwﬁnlli'-' m:rluted from the Lachlan Park
Hospital and be decls a_wand for the reception of
mental defectives under the Mental Deficiency Act. The
necessary renovations for this purpese have already been
carried out.

Attontion iz again drawn to the urgent need for a new
laundry. It was pointed out last yenr thot, until this is
provided, the lmundry cannot possibly function as an
cfficiont unit,
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Finanos.

The expenditure for Lachlan Park Hospital duri
year amounted to £67.0976 45, 2d., as against £64,01 ]‘."il'l
i, for the previous year, an increase of Hﬂﬂ'ﬂ s, Bd.

The revenus mllm:tm{ during the financial year was
£RA5SA 198, Td., as against £87H0 6z, 2d. for the previous
year, being & deerease of £436 G5, Td, The nott daily cost
of medical treatment and maintenance of patients
increased by 3-19d., the cost being 6s. 1492d. ns agninat
dz. 10-73d. the previous year.

Stayff.

Hinee 1006, when the hospital was reglstered as a train-
ing achool for mental nurses, 13 attendants and 20 nurses
have qualified for registration. Three of these nurses
resigned in onder to undergo their training in gonornl
nursing. It is strongly recommended that, in making
future appointments to the senior nursing staff, those
holding double certificates be given preference.

’!}Iﬁi rvesults of the nursing examinations for 1940 wWere
as W e

No, of -

[Candidntes. Pasred. Fuiled.
First Year Attendnpts ....... I (3 a 2
. Nursss ...l 5 2 3
Sarond Year Attendsants .| — - —
Nurses.....one 2 2 =
Tlumr ‘n-ur Actendants ...... ! fi 4 2
- ld :I ....... I... 5 & .-

l'l'l."ll. i Lnn — A it -
i) 13 i} —
In'mlnl L-mkpn —'hlrmc 20 20 —--
a1 1 e s it} EEL) 7
Farin.

The hespital farm again produced an amequa.te nuppLE

oggs was considerably reduced n%tn an outbreak
paitticosis. The farm overseer, the nssistance
the officer of the Agricultural Department, was
able to cope with the disease, but, unfortunately, no less
than 141 fowls died. This restricted considerably
roduction of eggs. The total value of the farm pro-

2%

E

ucts was lower than during the previous year, as is
revealed by the following figures:—
Vabes of Preduetion.
gl
$ = d £ 8 d
Poiley ol Ml MEEa S
and eggs
Vegetables | 00 11 2 04
Total ... ......... £3136 10 7  £2876 1210
Although the farm wnas ¢u'udumd at a less during the
Im is more than

past yvear, I am of lJu- ngun onn that the
counterbalaneed e value it o mﬂ
of the patients w n- nre uh:g:l:":d the hllt'
ﬂ;ﬁf; lhcmﬂhdimﬂi;:ly fz the

a surroundings 0
and troubles, when, considgue their me
improves and they are Mﬂ'l-l.lllll' dhﬂm'nd
perzon then becomes a taxpayer instend of very often being
a burden on the taxpayer.

The actual loss on the farm amountsd to £666 18a. 8d.,

fmiﬂll

and was due prineipally to sickness
leave to two mﬂunu and the mm.k

amongst the poultry.

MiLieRooE PSYcHOPATHIC HoME

The admizssions to the home totalled 80, of whom 28
convalescent lnmﬂenu transferpred from Lachlan
Hospital. Eighty-five patients were discharged
Six were 8 uently certificd as insane and
to Lachlan Park, and one patient committed suieide,
view of the fact that no leas than 72 per cent of those
admitted were cither early or mild payehoties the above
reaults might be considered as very satisf 5

During the year 36 patients received special treat-

of milk and vegetables. The production of poultry an nent, he detailed resultz ave as follows:—
s Fos Sl under Treat- |  Showing no
Type of Treatment. Treated, Romissions, et Tm
Inzalin 9 & 1
Cardinzal 13 a 4
Sommifiine ...... X 3 1 Lo 2
Somuifaine fu'llil"l'-tﬂ I:q.r {m!ﬂuzﬂ eeis . 8 G 2
Malarin  oeeais s R 3 2 1

There were no accidents or sericus complications as a
result of treatment. In several instainees those who did
not respond to a particular form of therapy were treated
by an alternative method, Short courses of cardiazol
shock therapy proved particularly effective in eases of
involutional me anl:!whl All five such easez treated by
this means ".‘-'\'I:T\f discharged as eured. Fortunately, the
importanee of early treatment In cases of psychol
digorder 2 beeoming more widely recognised by the general
public, The State is indeed fortunate in having such
an institution ms * Millbrook," where patienta can be
treated in the early and ekl stages before they become
cortifinble, lhrmuhuul‘. the year there were cceasions
when intending patients were compelled to wait scveral
wenks before they could be admitt Further extensions
to the home have now become almost a necessity,

Finanree,

The qxpmdulum during the yoar for the Millbrook ?lr-
chopathic Home amountsd to £3,101 [4s. 2d., as against
£3,123 4s. 5d. for the previous year, being an Increase
of 268 8%, 9d. The revenue collected during the year was
£1.203 Gs. 1iul,, as against £1,231 58, 74, the previons year,
showing decrease of £27 19s, %4, Due to the average
daily number of guests at the Millbrook Home

greater than during the previous year, the net cost of
medical treatment was slightly lower, viz., ba. T-62d. as
agninst Gz, 5406d.

Millbrock Home Roard.

I sheuld like to ploee on record my a tion of the
assiatance rendered by the members of the Millbrook
Home Boprd, who, during the pazt year, have worked
uneeasingly for the sdvancemont of the home. A large

mensure of the succeas achieved iz due tn the gentlemen
comprising this Board.

Coneliaion.
The staff, both at Lachlan Park Hospital and Millbrook
ize, have rende cxeellent se during my fourth
yoar of office, and 1 curl:rutuhlu them on the eficient
manner in which have earrisd out their arduouos
duties,
1 hawve, &c.,

CHARLEZ R. D. BROTHERS, M.D»., M.R.AC.P.,
Medien] Superintendent.

The Director of Public Health,
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