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SanLus PorULl SUPREMA LEX,

ANNUAL REPORT,

14031

Department of Public Health,
Hobart, 27th April, 1932,
Sk,

I HavE the honour to present the Annual
port of the Department of Public Health for
year ended the 31st December, 1931, Owing

o urgent need which exists at the present
time for exercising the strictest economy in all
Departmental expenditure, the contents of the
report have been restricted as far as possible io
statistics which are requived from year to year
in order to estimate the condition of the public
health.

The Department waz reprezented at the Fifth
Session the Federal Health Council, held at
Canberra on the 24th and 25th March. The
Assigtant Health Officer (Dr. J. F. Gaha) pre-
gented to the Council the report of an investiga-
tion into the health of children of pre-school age
q.ttmtimg‘m me of the free kindergartenz in Tas-

ch was carried out by the Government
Hedical Officer (Dr. W. Inglis Clark), Dr. T.
Gaha, and himself.

The position of Assistant Health Officer was
abolished az from the 31=t July, from which date
the Government Medical Officer attached to the
Department was made responsible for the duties
performed hitherto by Dr. Gaha.

The new model by-laws framed under the
Public Health Act have been adopted by the
majority of local authorities. It is hoped that

remainder will fall into line, =0 that the
health laws may be uniform throughout the whole
State,

Regulations relating to offensive trades were
enacted during the vear, but certain of the pro-
visions thereof were disallowed by the Legislative
Council on the ground that they conatituted
unnecessary and harrassing restrictionz  on
important sections of the business community.
These regulations were framed on the lines of
those in operation in the other States of the Com-
monwealth, and they are not considered to be of
a harsh nature. Moreover, every diseretion was
being exercised in their enforcement.  This action
of the legislature addsz to the difficulties of the
Department and local health authorities in their
efforts to maintain hygienic conditions in premises
used for the purpeses of carrying on offensive
trades,

Posters regarding infantile paralysizs and the
treatment of snake-hite, and a leaflet on influenza,
were issued during the year for the information
of the general public.

It is with much regret that 1 am called upon
to make reference to the death of Mr. W. F. Ward,

k

who for mnay years occupied the position of
Government Analyst, and in that capacity worked
in close and active co-operation with the Depart-
ment in the administration of the food and drugs
law. The late Mr. Ward was ever ready and
willing to give the Department the benefit of his
advice on the many problems which, from time
to time, presented themselves in the administra-
tion of this law. Mr. Ward was also a valued
member of the Food Standards Committee,

LOCAL ADMINISTRATION.

With a few exceptions, local authorities, sup-
ported by the Department, continue to maintain
a reasonable standard of efficiency and progress
in the discharge of their functions relating to
public health services, The guidance and advice
of the Departmenit have also been sought on
numerous occasions towards remedying defects
of an intricate nature. [ am able to record that
the services thus rendered have been much appre-
ciated.

From time to time representations have been
made from various quarters that there is over-
lapping in connection with the administration of
the public health and kindred laws, on the
grounds that the Department, through its
inapectors, performs work which should be under-
taken by local health authorities. The position
occupied by local authorities under the law iz one
which, while practically giving them a free hand in
all questions of loeal administration, also enables
the Public Health Department to correct, if neces-
sary, any deficiencies in their work, and to deal
with matters likely to affect injuriously the public
health, should any neglect or unnecessary delay
oceur in applying the remedy. An extended
experience of local authorities confirms the
opinion, repeatedly expressed by Chief Health
Officers, that material progress in public health
work depends upon systematic and frequent visi-
tation by skilled inspectors from the Department.
In the main this is essential, owing to the fact
that in many municipal {!]ﬁtrlr,tr. the local health
officer iz not an sclne unit in health administra-
tion, and as a rule iz concerned primarily with
the urgent demands of private medical practice.
The Public Health Act prescribes a minimum
remuneration of £10 per annum for local health
officers, and in far too many instances this mini-
mum remains the maximum. The duoties of a
medical officer of health may often bring him into
conflict with actual or prospective patients, on
whom hig income depends, and the miserable pit-
tance he receives affords no protection against
financial loss, neither iz it a stimulus to attend
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to various aspects of health administration. The
question of inspectors iz somewhat similar, These
officers should be efficient and well trained and
regarded as  extremely important units of
health organisation. Unfortunately in too many
instances it iz congidered quite justifiable to
appoint any person and then attach to him multi-
farions duties ranging from road, fruit, and
rabbit inspections to the collection of dog licences,
with the result that health inspection does not
receive the attention which its importance
demands. This is to be deplored, as there are
few individuals who can so materially improve
the sanitary environment of their neighbourhood
a2 a trained and tactful sanitary inspector,

Some ten yesrs apo, 8 scheme providing for
the appointment of qualified district health
mzpectors to serve grouped municipal districts
was propounded for the consideration of local
authorities, but was not favourably received
owing to the cost involved. In the absence of
any such scheme, I am convinced that, so far as
health administration is concerned, effectual
supervision and control must be exercized by this
Department. Designate this control as * dupli-
cation ™ or by any other term, the fact remains
that in many instances it is the only effective
method of obtaining results in the field of pre-
ventive medicine,

INFECTIOUR IMSEASES.

Diphtheric.—The number of cases notified was
589; the number in 1930 being 573. The deaths
during 1931 totalled 19, equivalent to a case mor-
tality rate of 32 per cent. The number of cases
per thousand of population was 2-6.

The disease was most prevalent in the districts
of Hobart (184 cazes), Glenorchy (75 cases),
and Esperance (71 cases). Arising out of an
investigation made in the lastmentioned district,
the loeal authority was requested to adopt various
precautionary measures to combat the disease.
Unfortunately, immunisation against this disease
15 a negligible quantity. A wide field is open for
this method of prevention. and it is hoped, by
educating the public on the subject, which the
Department proposes to do by means of a suit-
able film, that parents will take advantape of the
means provided by medieal science for securing

i considerable measure of protection for their
children against this disease. ;

Secarlet Fever. — The notifications of this
disease numbered 2656—a marked com-
pared with the previous year, when 485 cases
were reported,  There were no deaths.

The distriets in which the disease waz mosat
prevalent were Hobart (94), Launceston (26),
Leven (21), and Glenorchy (16). No cases were
reported from 20 distriets.

Typhoid Fever—The notifications numbered
22, There were three deaths. During recent
vears a remarkable decline has taken place in
the incidence of this disease, due in the main
to improved water supplies; the prompt removal
of fecal matter and house refuse; the education
of the public in personal and domestie ne;
and the improvement which has taken p in
the methods employed for the preparation, hand-
ling, and storage of foods.

Tuberewlosiz (AN Forms). — MNotifications
under this heading totalled 174. There were 122
deaths,  This disease still remains one of the
great public health problems. It is extremely
unfortunate that the present economic situation
precludes the establishment in the State of an
anti-tuberculosis scheme on the lines recom-
mended by Dr. J. Bell Ferguson, State Director
of Tuberculozis, Victoria,

Anterior Poliomielitis —There was no recur-
rence of this disease in epidemic form, as pre-
vailed for the first seven months of the previous
year. Eight caszes only were notified during the
period under review, There was one death. gl_nm
the epidemic of 1930, the Department has taken
the precaution to hold a stock of serum for the
treatment of patients in the preparalytic stage
of the disease, and, by means of propaganda, has
kept the public well informed as to the ]
symptoms of the disease and the need for seek-
ing early treatment.

Puerperal Fever.—The number of cases of this
disense notified, viz. 15, waz below the average
of the last few vearas. In each caze a visit was
paid hy an officer of the Department, with the
object of enforcing adequate measures of protee-
tion against the spread of infection,

Buoeillory Dysentery and Cerebro-Spinal Mentni-
gitie—3even cases of the former disease and
three of the latter were notified during the year.
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each bush nurse iz now in receipt of a salary of
£170 per annum. Owing to the reduced amount
of interest derived from the HRed Crozs Bush
Nursing Trust Fund, the liability of tha North-
ern and Southern Bush Nursing Associations
towards the =zalaries of the nurses has increased.
This |IIhI|]lE together with various other expen-
diture met by the associations. 18 & heavy drain
upon the financial resources of these bodies. [t is
recognised that every effort should be made at
the present time to safeguard the value of the
work already performed and that the most care-
ful consideration must be given to any extension
of thiz service, which would impose extra burdens
upon those concerned.

FACTORIES ACT.

Kegistration of Factories~—The number of
factories regiztered with this Depariment at the
cloge of the yvear was 1177, as compared with
1204 for the previous vear,

Feex—The sum of £413 1s Bd. was received
in fees for the registration of factories.

Pervsonz Emploged in Foactories.—From stat-
istics prepared from returns furnished by occu-
|:t|c|-=| of factories during the period under
review, it was azceriained that there were 85351
perzons employed in factories. OFf this number,
6011 were males and 2020 females.

Horse-Power of Machinery Used in Foctories.—
Machinery used in the varions factories through-
out the State equalled 78,048 horse-power,

Factory Hwygiene —Seventy-seven requizitions
were served on occupiers of factories throughout
the State to rectify varions defects.

WaGER BoOARDE ACT.

The following Wages Boardzs amended their
Determinations during the year:—Bakers, Bar-
risters anmd Solicitors, Bootmakers, Brickmakers,
Builders and Painters, Butchers, Butter and
Cheesemakers, Cement-makers, City Councilz and
Marine Boards, Country Municiuaf Councilz and

Marine Boards, Country Storekeepers, Cyele-
makers, Electrical Engineers, Electrolytic Zinc,
Fuel Merchants, Hairdressers, Hotelkeapers,

Insurance, Mechanical Enginecrs and Founders,
Motor Garvage, Plumbers, Printers, Produce Mer-
chants, Quarryvmen, Retail Groeers, Shipping
Trade, Softpoods, Tanners, Textile, Threshers,
Wholesale Grocers.

Apprentices—3ix  licences were Issued to
apprentices, who were unable to q.,ump]ntc their
term of apprenticeship before attaining the age of
21 years,

Improvers —Five
jmsued,

Aged, Slow, and Infirm Workers.—Licences to
the number of 38 were pranted to persons who,
by reason of age, slowness, or infirmity, were
unable to earn the minimum wage.

improvers' licences were

Arrears of Wages.—The sum of £395 17s. 9d.
was secured to employees as arrears of Wages.

SHOPS ACT.

Small Shops—Small shops to the number of
701 were registered during the yvear. Fees
amounting to £398 5=, were received on account
of these registrations.

Sweall Shop Assistonts—Three hundred and
three licences were issued to assistants in small
shops.  The sum of £73 2s. 6d. was received in
fees under this heading.

Tobaeeo  Licenees—The number of licences
issued o persons to sell tobacco, rs, and
cigarettes totalled 1708. The sum of £831 5s. wﬁs

received in respect of such licences.

Newsvendors Licences—Seventy-twa Ilmnuuu
were izsued to persons to sell newspapers, maga-
zines, periodicals, and stamps. The sum of HF
was received in fees for such licences.

WoORKERS" COMPENSATION ACT.

Many claims for compensation were settled by
the Department without recourse to law, This
was due to the particular provision of the statute
whmh empowers the Chiel Inspector, in any case
in which he considers it desirable so to do, to
enter into negotiations with an employer for the
settlement of any claim for compensation, or
any question arising in relation thereto, at th&
request and on behalf of a worker. r

Stampr DuTIEs ACT.

Active measures were taken towards the
enforcement of the provisions of that portion of
the Stamp Duties Act relating fo the wmﬂm
of stamp duty on res.eulh:- for salary or

An amount of £32,702 18z, 10d. was rmmadz
by the Department from employers anthorised
to make payment at monthly intervals of & sum
equal to the total amount of stamp duty pnjrnb]e
v employess. :

Inspections to the number of 4597 were
throughout the State by officers of the ana
ment for the purpose of checking the m‘t
of atamp duty on receiptas held employers.
These in:«pectiuma- resulted in stamp duty to the
value of £810 3z, 5d. being affixed to receipts not
conforming with the requirements of the law.
Proceedings were instituted in only two cases for
offences against the Aci, those concerned hnv;ln:
received A warning previously,

I have, &ec.,

E. J. TUDOR,

Secretary for Public Health and
Chief Inspector of ies,

The Hon. the Chief Sccretary.

R E
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