Annual report / Department of Public Health, Tasmania.

Contributors

Tasmania. Department of Public Health.

Publication/Creation
Hobart : Govt. Printer, [1930]

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/s74zcgp3

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/




%ﬁ'—? itiéaf’ df‘.;;

Pl HeollT
22 Or_mu\._ - I

01400445















(1)

Department of Public Health.
Hobart.
19th April, 1930.

ANKUAL REPORT 1930.

Sir,

I have the honour to present the Annual
Report of the Public Health Department for the year cendol
the 3lst Decenmber, 1930,

On the grounds of economy, the details of the
report have been very much reduced.

New model by-laws under the Public Health
Act were published in the "Gazette" on the bth August.
Loeal Authoritias have been urged to alopt these by-laws
as a means of benefiting net only their own districts
but the State as a whole.

tn the 9th December, 1930, the Governor-in-
Council approved of additional regulations under the "Publie
Health Act, 1963-1929v, These regulations deal with privy

accommodation and sanitary convehiences, bacteriolytic
tanks, ete.

Dr Bell Ferguson, State Director of Tuberculo=zis,
Vietoria, reported on the control and prevention of Tuter-
culosis in Tasmania, early in the year. As a preliminory
measure towards the establishment of an Anti-Tuberculosis
Scheme in this State, the Commonwealth Government was oz od
if it were prepared to subsidise the scheme in accordancs
with the resoclution passed by the Federal Health Council
at its last Session, which was as follows:-

"The Council recommends to the favourable consideration
uf the Commonwealth and State Govermments early action
directed against tuberculosis along the lines laid down ~t the
third Session of the Council, and urges the Commonwealth
Government to extend the principle of subsidising Statc
Governments so as to maks such activities possible.”

In reply to the State's representations to the
Federal Government, the Prime Minister advised that his
Government had given consideration te the recommendation=
of the Federal Health Council in connectlion with the control
of Tuberculosis, and that it recognised the need for the
eatablishment of thes eontrol measures on modern lines. It
was hoped that a limited amount of money would be available
in the present finaneial year for this purpose. The
conditions under which assistance will be offered were toc be
communiecated at a later date.

The Commonwealth Department of Health forwnrded
copliea of a pamphlet containing information for women on
the prevention and cure of Cancer. This pamphlet has becn
widely circulanted amongst the publie through the medium
of various women's organisations, and private individualy
who applied to the Department.
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At the requesat of the Hon the Premier, a Conferance
of representatives of voarious Government Departments and
organisations wns cnlled, for the purposc of discusaing
proposals made by the Prime Hiniater of the Commonwenlth
on the subject of Accident FPrevention and Safety First
Measures. Thia action arese out of a resolution passed
at n joint Session of the Fedasral Health Council and
Industrial Hygiene Conference, held at Canberra on the 13th
Mareh, viz:-

"This Conference expresscs its definite convietion
that officinl aetion directed towards the organisation of
mgasures for the prevention of accidents 1s urgently
ngecessary.,

"It aonsiders that this movement should bc organised
in each 3tate by the State Government.

"The form of orgnonisation suggeated ia a Strnte Council
ineluding representatives of 3tate Departments concerned,
and of employees and employers as well as other influentinal
organisations concerned.

"The Conference requeats the Commonwesalth Government
to approach the 3tates with the objeet of organising this
important work on national lines."

The 3tate Conference dealt with the various aspeects
of the problems of accldent prevention and safety, and
submitted o report to the Government. The report contained
much information whiech would sssist the officinl represen-
tative to a ¥ederal PFonfarence which the Commonwenlth intended
to convene. Thia conference hns been postponcd, owing to
finanecial sftringency.

A8 the result of the re-organisation of the
Industrial Department, the functions of the Department were
inereased considerably asg from the lat September. It was
decided to place the ndministration of the Factories, Wnrcs
Boards, and other industrial laws under the Henlth Departmont.
The position of Chief Inspcector of Pactories wes attached
to the office of Secretary for Public Health, and I7r.C.Z.
Wilson, formerly of the Industrial Department, was appointed
Leputy Chief Inspector of Factories. "The Stamp Dutics
Act, 1930", which came into operation on the lst Oetober,

veated other duties and powers in the Chief Imapector of
Factories.

The Fourth Session of the Federal Health Council
wag held =2t Canberra from the 1llth to 13th lNareh. The
report has been separately printed. In continuation of the
policy of conferring with authorities engaged in apecial
branches of public health work or in the =zdministration of
Acts closely affecting the health of the people, the Feder:
Health Council held a Joint meeting on Thursday the 13th
March with the Members of the Conference on Industrial
Hygliene, which had been convened by the Liviasion of Imdustrinl
Hygiene of the Commonwealth Lepartment of Health. The
Assigtant Henlth Officer was the officianl representative
of the 3tate at the Heeting of the Federal Health Couneil,
whilagt I was present at the Conference on Industrial Hygziene
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NOTIFIABLL INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Diphth>ria. The notifications of Diphthoria-wmamberésd
573, as aﬂainat 448 in 1929 and 908 in 1323. The districts
in which the disease was most prevalent were Hobart (10
cases), Glenorchy (61l cases), Leunceston (56 cases), ¢nd
Table Cape (34 cases). The deaths during 1930 totallec 20,
eyuivalent to a case mortality rate of 3.5 .

School attendance is acknowledged to be & very potent
factor in the spread of the discase. The infection is
spread by the attendance at school of mild or unrecogniszed
cases, a8 the children are brought into very close contact
at the moet susceptible age periods, For some years past,
the Public Health Depsrtment, by means of educational prop-
eaganda, hae been cndeavouring to popularise the lmmuiios-
tion of school children against the disease. In a fouw of
our country disgpicts, immunisation has alrcady been car-
ried out with very satisfactory rcsults, but more guncral
progrees will have to be made before any marked reduction
in the yearly incidence of the disease can be expected.
When it is considered that the cost of immunising 150
children is usually less than that of treating a singlc
case of Diphtheria, the financial saving to the Gtate cen
well be imagnéd.

Scarlet Fever, There was a noteworthy rise in the
incidence of the disease: 485 cases being reported, ac
against 314 in 1929 and 190 in 1928, There were & dcaths,
sgiivalent ha case mortality rate of 1.6 %. The provel-
ence of this dieseasc in Southern districts necessitatcd
the provieion of a hospital subsidiary to thc "VWWuclusc®
Infectious Discasee Hospital., The Girls' Welfarec School
at New Town was made available and eyuipped by the Gov.rn-
ment for the purpose.

Anterior Poliomyelitis, This disease in epidemic form
wae prevalent for the firet seven months of the yecar.

During this period 110 cases were notified, mostly from
Southern Districts. There werc 10 deaths. The Govirnment
ascsumed the financial responeibility for especial arrengc-
ments to treat patients at the Hobart, Launccston, and
Devon Public Hoepitals, At Hobart, the services of Dr.
Shugg werc engoged for attendsnce upon patients. Simil-
ar arrengements were made with Dr. Stelsey for the troc .t-
munt of patiente at the Devon Hospital.

During the month of June, Dr. Jean Mocnamara, the
Consulting Medical Officer for the Anterior Poliomyelitie
Campaign in Victoria, wvisited Tesmania, and her services
were procured by the Government to make recommendations
for procedure in relation to the treatment and control of
the disease in this Stete. It is desired to place on
record the valuable co-operation and assistance rendorod
by Dr Hocnamara. Her pedvice proved most beneficial to
the various authorities,

By meane of pamphlete, posters, press propagandz, ond
broadcasting, the Depertment afforded the public all pos-
eible information regarding the discasec,

Prior to the outbreak of 1930, this State had bocen
frece from thie diseasc in cpidumiec form for 21 years.
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PLACES OF PUBLIC ENTERTAINKMENT ACT.

Places of Public Entertainment. Officers of the Depart-
ment fave exercised close supervision over buildings coming
within the purview of this law, in the intereats of the safety
of the publie.

It is pleasing to record that it waa unnecessary
to Inatlitute legal proceedings for any overcrowvding. The
managers of the theatres are to be commended for their efforts
towards preventing the occurrence of this breach of the law.

¥iinature golf courses, established in variou:z
parts of the State, came within the definition of a place cf
rublic entertaimment as defined by the Act. The Departmen:
lnsisted upon the provision of sepprate sanitary convenlenccs
for the sexes and other reasonable requirements, as a condition
of licenses ©being issued in respect of such premises.

Picture Censor Poard. It is with deep regret that <
refer to the decease ol \r R,H.Craaford, who filled the poczit on
of Chalrman of the Pleture Censor Board for five years, Iir
Crawford took a keen interest in the functions of the Board
and under his guidance Aecisions were always given in an im, artial
manner. His place on the Board was fllled by the appolintmert
of Mr W.Wright, his successor to the office of Secretary fov
Education.

The Board held forty-one meetinga durling thr
year, at which 464 applications for the reglstratlon of flln-
ware considered, Sixteen f1lms were submitted to special
scraeningas prior to registration, and were finally dealt #ith
as follows,

10 were passed for exhibition unconditionally;

1l was passed, subject to the elimination of
certain objectionaliefeatures;

& were reofused reglstration.

The feea recelved during the year for the
regiatration of films totalled £104-7-0.

The peraonnel of the Board las as follows:-

E.J.Tudor, Secretary for Public Health (Chairman’.
E.F. Andrswartha, Secretary, Follece Department .
W.Wright, Secretary 3 or Ejgucation,

Mra A.Brough.

Mrs V.L Rowland, and

¥r R.H.Parkes (Secretary).

Cinematograph Operators, Seventy-nine licenses (full <3,
provisonal %EJ were issued durlng the year. The fees collected
under this headling amounted to £48-12-6.
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT.

Milk. Inspections revealed that efforts are being made ty cer.
tain of thé . more elightened men in the milk trade to improve the
nrglenlic conditlion of their milk. In view of the walue of
2llk as an article of diet for children of all ages, the extension
of thls movement 1is worthy of mentlon.

A scheme for freeing daliry herds located in Southern
distrlects from tubercular infection recelved further considerction
during the year. Vo finality, however, was reached for the
reason that some of the authorities concerned requested o more
equitable basis for meeting the cost. An effort will be made
to arrive at a satisfactory solution of the problem early ir *“he
ensuing year.

Uoe of Accelerators in the Baking Trade. On the lst
of August 1ast, the Commonwealth Director-General of Health
brought under notice the result of an investigation, made by
Dr. Molesworth of Sydney, lnto a disability affecting dough
makers In the baking trade who suffered wsith a weeping crustin:
eczema of the hands and forearms. The trouble has been proved
to be due, states Dr.iolesworth, "to the action of substances
uged for the purpose of accelerating the action of yeast in
aerating the dough", Investigations carried out by the
Department revealed that in a few instances only were saccelerutcrs
used here, apparently with no detrimental effect on the dough
makers. As, however, the analyst reported that the composition
of these articles forms an v=sichorised addition to bread, staps
were toaken to prohibit thelr use

Mutton Bird Industry. The activitlies of the Department
in ¢EEEEEfIEE"FTEﬁ*EHE"§uparv151an exercised over the iutton
Bird Industry have been productive of excellent results,. The
pfficar who undertakes this work advises that each year & higher

standard is sttained in the preparation and packing of the
birds.

Inspections. Routing lnespections of establishments where .cod
Is manufactured, prepared, packed, or kept for sale were carried
out during the course of the year. Action was taken, where
necessary, towards effecting improvements in the cleanllness and
ganitation of such premises.

Food Sampling. The results of food sampling show a lessened
1nu13$ﬁ€ﬁ'3f‘iﬁﬁ%teratian. Much more of this work, however,
should be undertaken, to protect the ponsumer against adulterated
or contaminated foods. Unfortunately, with the added work
placed upon the Department, 1t has not been possible to extend
operations in this dlrection.
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of added water found.

Several milkse slightly below standard minimum
in compogition were found to be free from addel water
when Jjudged by the lately sdopted freezing tests. A
large number of other samples were also examined by this
test for comparative purposes in connection with an em~na-
ment to the Food and Drugs Act which discriminates between
milk which is naturally below staniard, and milk to
which water or other adulterant has been added.

This teat has long been used in Queensland, and
the Aeting Analyst who attended the last recent Science
Congress at Brisbane was most willingly given very full
information as to its results by the Government Analyst
and a colleague.

The practice of watering down rich milk to just
above the minimum composition allowed will be rendered
dangerous bty this test.

Kilk, Human. 27 Samples were examined in
connection with Child Welfare “ork.

Kinced Meat & 3ausages. 22 Janples of Sausages
or minced meat contained excess of starch, in many cases
to a very large extent, due to admixture of the meat with
too much bread and flour. Wine samples contained
excess of gulphur dicxide, this preservative in one case

amounting to four and one half times the maximum allowed
by regulation.

Water. 23 3amples we¢re fully examined, two
were unfit for use, anl seven were Of mozre Or lugs dbubif.l
quality.

Joda water. Five 8amples from 3oda Fountains

contained from 0.2 up to one grain of lead per gallon.
An authority says:-

"It is generally accepted that water containing
lead in excess of 0.05 grain per gallon is dangerous, but
more recent experience indicates that even this small
proportion is by no means free from risk of harmful
consequences.”

Seven cother samples contained traces
~ of lead, and a trace of copper was also found in one of theoo -
Tin Pipe for use in soda fountains. One sample contained
2.5 per cent of lead? no more than traces of lead were foundi
in other cases.

Spirits and Cider. A whisky was 50 degrees
under proof instead of 25 degrees, representing a deficiency
of nearly 35 per cent on the aleahol.

A cider contained 8.75 per cent
of aleohol, equivalent to 19 per cent of proof aspirit.

This is about twice the alcoholic strength of strons
ale.

W.F.iard.
Government Analwvat.
20th Yay, 1931.
The Secretary for Public Health,
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APTEFD IX V1.

Public Health Department.
Hobart.
lst June, 1931.

gir,
PHE NURSES'! REGISTRATION ACT, 19270,

We beg to submit the following report
bearing upon the administration of "The Murses' Registra-
tion Act, 1927", for the year 1930:-

Nurses' Registration Board. In Fovember 1929, the
temure of office for certain members having expired, the
nominations received from the Local Branch of the
Augtralian Trained Kurses' Agzociation in compliance with
Section & (3) of the Act were approved by His Excellency
the Governor-in-Council, and the following appointments
to the Board were made in January:-

Migs A.A. Gluyas, A.T.N.A. Fublic Hospital, Hobart.
Migs M.A. Newman, R.V.T.I7.A. Publie Hospital, L'ton.
Migs A.M. Hall, R.V.T.I.A. Jueen Victoria
Hoapital, Launceston.
Terence Butler Esq, M.R.C.S5., L.R.C.P., Facquarie
Street, Hobart.

Training 3chools. An application from the Launceston
Homoeopathic Hospital, for the registration as a training
gchool for general nurses, was approved by the Board.

The number of training schools registered in the State
is now seventeen-- thirteen for general nurses, ani four
for midwifery murases.

Trainees. Pupil nurses who commenced training during
the year numbered eighty. Of these, eleven resigned,
and two died.

Examinations. Three examinations for repistration
were held during the year-- two in Launceston and one
in Hobart. Twentythree candidates entered for the General
gection, and thirtyfour for the Midwifery section. As
g reault of these examinationa, nineteen passed in the
General Section, and four falled in one subject. In the
Midwifery section, thirtyone passed and three failed.
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