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THE CENTRAL MEDICAL SCHOOL, S5UVA.

(AxnuvaL RErort, 1844.)

1. Sfwdents. —During the yvear 19944 there were 46 students in residence at the three
dormitories, and the following table shows the races of the different students in each year:—

15t Znd Frd dth  Post-
Year. Year. Year. Year. Graduates, Totals,
Western Samoa .. o 2 1 . 3 5 5]
Eastern Samoa .. e s 1 - : i
Tomga . .. 3 1 1 2 1 b
Cook Islands | ; 3 1
Miue Island . - . 5 0
Lrilbert and ]f.-“l(:l:,. I«I.md.s 1 1 2 . 4
British Solomon Islands 2 3 1 - 6
New Hebrides - 1 1 1 - 3
Nauru : : 1 1 2
Fijp—Fijians & [ o 4 21
Rotumans . ’ i : g LR Z
Indians 2 | : ] 2 )
i5 16 2 15 8 54

The eight post-graduates in the above list were qualified native medical practitioners, and only
two of them resided in the students’ dormitorics during 1944,  Lectures were recommenced on
17th January, 1944, with a total of 46 students, of whom two left during the year.  The fourth-
vear samoan student, 51t Pereling, left on 15th March, 1844, for health reasons, and the first-year
Solomon Islands student, Lionel Kaiusu, left on 15th July, 1844, owing to lack of progress in
studics.

The absence of any students in the third vear has already been LK'JIEI.III.-L"d in previous annual
reports. It is a direct result of the change in 1931 from a three years' course of studies to one of
four years, so that in 1934, 1938 and 1942 there was no new class admitted. The Emtpnm:rmnt
of the crection of the new combined medical school and hostel, owing to the war, has prevented
the increase of the number of students up to 64, with 16 I_-,t'LLc!-Lnts in t,l:m:h of the four yvears of medical
tIIIlI'HI'IE

Ten different administrations are now sending students for |I|:di::1! training in Fiji. These
are:—i(1) Fiji Crown Colony; (2] Gilbert and Ellice Crown Colony; () British Solomon Tslands
Protectorate; (4} the I\mﬁdcrm of Tonga; (5) the Condominium of New Hebrides; (6} the New
Zealand mandated territory of Western Samoa (7)) the Cook Islands and (8) Niue Izland, also
under the administration of New Zealand; (8) Naurn Island, under a mandate by the Cummum
wealth Government of Australia, but at present in Japanese possession; and (10) the territory of
Eastern Samoa under the Navy Department of the United States of Amenica. For various reasons
no students have yet been received from Piteairn Island, Guam, Papua, New Guinea, or the Marshall
and l'am]im Islands.

Staff.—During 1944 the teaching staff consisted of only one full-time officer who acted
a8 prmmpﬂl {Dr. ). W. Hoodless), together with 12 honorary part-time lecturers whose names
arc given in paragraph 8 of this report.  Dr. Hoodless rominally retired on pension on 31st May,
1942, but owing to the war he has confinued to act as !om]mrarg. principal since that date. The
need for the early appointment of a principal and an assistant principal to the medical school has
been emphasized on several previous occasions.

3. Health.—The health of the medical students continued to be very satisfactory during
1944, The only serious case of illness was one of pulmonary tuberculosis left over from 1943,
and this Samoan student was sent back to Apia in March, 1944, During the vear there was a
continuation of the epidemic of dengue fever and about half the number of medical students was
off duty for periods of about one week due to this illness.

During my visits to four other tropical medical schools (Uganda, Ceylon, Singapore and
Batavia) in 1939 I made careful inguiries into the health records of medical students, and it can
be definitely stated that the health of the medical students in Fiji compares very favourably with
that of other tropical medical schools,  This may be partly attributed to the absence of malaria
in Fiji, but in addition the regular howrs of study, a good ration scale, and ample opportunitics for
games and sports arc the chief factors in maintaining a good health record among the students.
As in former years, all students were inoculated against typhoid fever, vaccinated againgt small-pox
{if not already protected), and given anti-yaws injections at regular intervals,

4. Discipline.—There were no serious breaches of discipline during 1944, and the general
discipline of the students was good throughout the year. There were occastonal minor breaches
of discipline, but these were quickly dealt with, and frequently the two head students were able
to deal with any minor complaints without reference to the European staff.  The usual pumnish-
ment was to * gate  the student for one or more weeks,

In spite of the disturbed conditions caused by the war, and the presence of numerous armed -
forces, the general management and control ef the students have not changed to any appreciable
extent. The cancellation of the black-out regulations has made cvening study much more satis-
factory. Fortunately the annual supplies from England of text-books, statium:ré', clothing and
medical equipment such as stethoscopes, all duly arrived on time with the exeeption of the text-
books in ** Medicine ** (Wheeler & Jack). Lectures and clinical demonstrations have continwed
without any serious interrptions throughout the year,
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As mentioned in previous reports for 1942 and 1943 there has been no provision made for
a recreation-room for the students. Late in 1944, however, provision was made for the erection
early in 1845 of two U.5. Army huts near to No. 1 dormitory, and these will serve as temporary
recreation-rooms.

5. Dormetory accommaodation.—This was the same as in the previous four vears, There
were three dormitories containing 28, 10 and 8 students. These arrangments were temporary
only pending the erection of the new medical school and hostel.  If, however, these temporary
arrangements are to continue for two or three years more it is essential that a new kitchen and
dining-room should be built as recommended in the Watt-Lambie Heport,

6. Conrses of stndy.—In 1931 the course of study was extended from three years to four years.
This four years’ course is divided into a junior period of 1} vears followed by a senior period of
Etlyﬁa.l's. The junior students receive instruction in Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Anatomy and
Physiology, and attend the medical school every morning and afternoon.  The senior students are
on duty in the hospital from 8 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. each day, and attend lectures in the afternoon
h; members of the honorary staff which ineludes 12 or more lecturers, eight of whom are medical

. The senior students act as dressers and clinical assistants in the hospital, and form an

in part of the staff of the hospital under the direction of the medical officer in charge.  Strictly
& the junior students are not required to do any hospital duty, but in actual practice one
or more of them may volunteer in the afternoons for rnﬁwing duty in the hospital while the senior

students are at lectures; and again during the Christmas and mid-year holidavs all the junior
students put in four wecks of relieving duty in the hospital so that the senior students may take
their own holidays,

A * duty roster " is prepared cvery three months by the two head stodents so that cach
student takes l‘%‘;ltjl' in the various wards or deparments in rotation. With the progressive growth
of the medical activities at the hospital a gradually increasing number of sections has now to be
covered; including dental clinics, eve clinics, laboratory technique, child hyvgiene, maternity
hospital, isolation hospital, meat inspection and practical sanitation demonstrations, ete.

Prior to 1929, under the former Fiji Medical School, there were only 14 Fijian students in
residence, and only six lectures were given each week, and these lectures were mostly in the Fijian
language by three European lecturers.  After the Central Medical School was opened in 1929 the
number of students was mereased to 40 or more, and full courses of lectures have been given in all
medical subjects, The stafi now includes one full-time officer and a large honorary staff which
varies from 12 to 15 in number. A printed sylabus of studies was prepared in 1929, but it became

nickly out of date. In practice it has been found satisfactory to arrange that the lectures cover
the selected text-books which include:—Wheeler & Jack's Handbook of Medicine, Illingworth's
Shovi Textbook of Surgery, Ballour Kirk’s Manual of Practical Tropical Sanilation, Gibberd's
Short Texibook of Midwifery, and Hale White's Materie Medica. Copies of these text-books are
given to each student, amr‘ﬂle books become his personal property if he qualifics.  Many of the
students have bought their own copies of the larger standard text-books, eg. Beaumont's Medicine,
Rose & Carless’ Surgery, Buchanan's Asalomy, Manson Bahr's Tropdcal Medicine, ete. The
general opindon of the members of the honorary staff is that the students can learn better from
their own lecture notes and the more elementary text-books which are supplicd to them,

 EXAMINATIONS DURING 1944,

7. Fourth- Year sludents.—Of the 15 students in this year one left in March, 1944, and the
remaining 14 successfully completed their medical training by 16th December, 1944, and qualified
as native medical practitioncrs. As in previous vears the final examinations in Public Health,
Obstetrics, Surgery and Medicine were spread over the second half of the year instead of crowding
them into the hot months of November and December. A pleasing feature was the success of
the New Hebridean student, Kaltabu Kaluat, who is the third New Hebridean to qualify, and the
Solomon Islands student, Francis Kikolo, who is the cighth Solomons student to qualify. It may
be stated that the standard of proficiency at the final written, oral and clinical cxaminations was
not quite =0 high as in the previous two yvears, although it must be mentioned that one of the two
Toﬁan students, N.M.P. Jione Siosiomalohi, attained the highest record of percentage marks
at all his final cxaminations.

Second-Vear sindents —Of the 18 students in this class two failed in Anatomy only at the
first professional examinations in June, 1944.  Both students were suceessiul at a repeat examina-
tion in July, and the whole class entercd the hospital for clinical training. At the September

parterly examinations all 16 students passed in Medicine, Surgery and Anasthetics, but two

iled in Bacteriology and five in Materia Medica. At the December quarterly examinations
a]LIa.w.bd in Surgery, five failed in Medicine, three failed in Bacteriology, and three in Materia
Medica. As a result of these quarterly class examinations student Faasuaga Maiuu (W, Samoa)
was dismissed. All the students now understand that, under normal cireumstances, failure in
two subjects at the quarterly examinations, if repeated at the next set of cxaminations, will lead
to o recommendation for dismissal.

First-Year Students—0f the 15 students in this class one failed in Chemistry and Physics
at both the March and June quarterly examinations and this student (Lione]l Kainsu) was dismissed.
The remaining 14 students commenced their studies in Anatomy and Physiology in July, 1844,
and again one student (Maua Seiuli) failed to satisfy the examiners. He also was dismissed,

During 1944 complete lists of marks for cach quarterly examination have been distributed
to each member of the Central Medieal Schoal Advisory Board, and these marks have been given
appropriate consideration at the board meetings. In addition, quarterly reports on printed forms
for all classes, showing the eonduct, progress in studies, and examination results for individual
students have been regularly sent out during 1944 to each of the participating administrations.
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qualify and are sent out to various country stations. Nevertheless, for pure enjoyment of the
games and as a means of healthy recreation, the medical students have continued to play the
game in both senses of that phrase. St. Luke's playground was maintained in good order and
condition during 1844, and was regularly used by the medical students, native nurses, the Labour
Corps, and the Rugby Union B teams.

A sports fund has been kKept since 1932, and Mr. A, 5. Martin has continued as treasurer
to the fund. Each participating administration contributes 30s. per annum for each of its own
students, and the students themselves pay 6s. per annum. This fund is sufficient to pay for all

equipment such as footballs, jersevs, boxing-gloves, ete.  The students have appreciated
the generosity of Mr. H. H. Vaskess and Mr. L. Noerr for permission to play tennis on their private
courts during 1544,

11. Terms and Vacations.—The school year is divided into four quarters. The students
are given a period of twoe weeks at Christmas and again at the end of June. Half the number of
students are “ off duty ' for two weeks, and then the other half have a two weeks® holiday.  There
are therefore two periods of four weeks in each year when no lectures are given. It is obvious
that only a few students can enjoy these so-called holidavs by going home to their own villages,
but permission is readily given to any Samoan or other student who has friends in Fiji to visit
these friends during the holiday periods.

In December, 1944, there were nine final-vear graduates belonging to distant administra-
tions and it was difficult to arrange transport facilities for sending them back to their native islands.
Two Samoans returned home by aeroplane, and similarly the newly-qualified Solomon and New
Hebridean N.M.P.s returned to Melanesia by air. It need hardly be added that this novel experi-
ence was highly appreciated by the graduates.  The twe Tongan graduates returned to Nukualofa

ordinary steamer, but the two Gilbert and Ellice graduates sailed home in a naval vessel. The
ninth M.M.P. was from MNaoru and his island home is still in Japanese occupation. Both he
[M.ALP. Calis Cain) and N.M.P. Dainirob (from 1943} must remain in Fiji for temporary employ-
ment here, although both of them have asked for permission to be dropped by parachute on their
island home at Nauru !

12. Board Meetings.—There were four meetings of the Central Medical School Advisory
Board during 1944. Board meetings during the last six years have been held at regular intervals
not exceeding four months.  As soon as a new set of quarterly examination marks has been com-
pleted a meeting of the advisory board is convened in order fo avoid long intervals between board

It has not been found possible to obtain a definite estimate of the number of native medical

itioners required for each administration, Official estimates have been stated only for
ernt Samoa, 34; Cook Islands, 10: and Nine Island, 1 only. Unofficial estimates for the
Gilbert and Ellice Islands and Tonga were given as 24 and 20, The small island of Naurn will

. require probably not more than four N.M.P.s and this quota has already been completed.  When
the

of traiming dental students in Suva has been further advanced it is proposed to invite
the neighbouring administrations te co-operate in the dental training scheme on a similar basis
to that of the medical training.

The wvisit to the Central Medical School bw a senior medical naval U5, officer in December,
1944, has brought about a new development in the selection of medical students. Formerly
American (Eastern) Samoa was entitled to send only two students for training, but now it has
been agreed to accept an additional six American Samoan students in January, 1945, for medical
training so that when qualified- these Samoan N.M.F.s may sent be to Guam and the Marshall
and Caroline Islands.

13. Finance.—The annual cost per student has varied between £67 and £82. The figure
for 1944 has been estimated at £82 approximately. This anmual expenditure covers board and
lndgings, tuition fees, maintenance expenses, clothing, servants’ wages, and a pocket-moncy
allowance of 10s. per month per student. It is seen that each student costs about £80 per annum
so that the four years' course of training costs about £320 per head, to which must be added any
extra expenditure for transport to and from Fiji. The original capital expenditure for buildings
and equipment was about £170 per student, and a proportion of this capital expenditure must be
added if the total cost of training an N.M.P. is to ﬂ estimated. This proportion is different for
each administration and varies in aceordance with the maximum number of trained men required ;
and may be approximately stated as Tonga, £34; Gilbert and Ellice, £28; and Western Samoa, £20.

. 14, Conclusion.—The Central Medical School has now completed its first 16 years of service,
having trained 144 native medical practitioners during that peried; so that an average of nine
native medical assistants has been sent out each vear. Tt is interesting to note that the former
Fiji Medical Echml‘sranbml certificates to only 125 Fijian N.M.P.s during the period of 40 vears
from 1888 to 1928, while the present Central Medical School has granted 144 certificates in 16 vears.
Of the 80 Fijian N.M.P.s now in practice cither in Fiji or * somewhere in Melanesia,” 51 of them
have receivedl their medical training at the Central Medical School, and a continuous endeavour
has been made to maintain the good name and high reputation of the native medical practitioner
serviee, and to extend its social benefits to all the neighbouring island groups.

Acknowledgment is hereby gratefully given to the very [riendly and cordial co-operation
during 1944 of all the 12 members of the honorary staff. I know of few things more tiresome than
marking a large number of examination papers, and considerable credit is due to the members of
the honorary staff for continuing during the war period to co-operate fully at the Central Medical

School
. W. HOODLESS,
Suva, 81st March, 1945, Principal,
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