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General Death Hale.

Rafercies to the tables will show that where New
Zoalnnd has generally held pride of plass in Aus-
tralia ms regards the general death eate, it has beon
heaten in 1937 by both Western Australin anid Sonth
Avstralin amd in 1938 by both Wesiern Australin
and Cueensland, In the latter year Quocnsland has
only just soatehed vielory from Western Australin
by .01 per thousand of the population. The Wesi-
ern Amstralinn figure is less than that of 1036 hat
slightly higher than that of 1037,

Fufantile AWortality.

The infant morfality represenis the denths of
infants under ong year of age per thonsand horn
and in this regard Western Australia las shown its
two reeord vears during the period under review,
Pruring 1938 it has gone #=o far a8 to beat Now
Zealand, but runs second only to South Anstralia
which during that yvenr keld pride of plaee. It is
plensing to know, however, that we have reached a
ligure pever previously attained in this State,

Birth Rate,

The birtl vate has shown a distinet vise (o o lgure
apprecinhly highor than that attained for some
UEATE,

INFECTIOUR DISEASES.
Tyrhoid Fever.

The numlsor of enses of this digense notified in
10T was 51 and in 1938, 37 a= agninst ) in 1935
and G2 in 1086 The figure for 1035 is probably
thi lowest gver recorded in the State and speaks well
for the results of improved sanitation. Ounly ten
years ago fhere were 113 eascs, o figure Far helow
any previonsly veeordeld; b that time, The cazes
for the ot Fgl‘t oectirred inm the me‘l‘l‘ﬂgmﬁtnh ATeR
and nothing in the nature of an epidemie ocewrred
anywhere in the State doring the two years being
reviewed. The deaths recorded from this disense were,
respeetively, 8 and 5 for the years 1937 and 1935

Diphtharia.

0Of ihi= diseaze 1,186 cases wore reconded in 1937
and #21 jn 1938, The figures for the two previeuns
voars were 1308 in 1835 and 702 in 1006, Tt is to
be noted that earriers of the Diphthoria Bacillis are
notifled as cnses. Thuring 1937 and and 1008 a eon.
siderable amount of immonisabion was earvied oul
in both town and eountry and it will not be far
widle of the mark to say that af least Z5000 children
bave now heen given protective inoenlntions in the
Stale. Ii is hoped that thizs nmmber will be wery
much increased during 123, ihough a eonsiderable
amount of parental apathy still exists which, in the
case of a dizease which may strike so soddenly and
with such dire results, is nol understandable. Tt
seems that there are still many whe profer to be
guided by the statements of wequalificd opponenis
of immunisation rather than aceept the adviee of
those qualified to speak and jodge. Theee snme per-
sons wonld not ask a bricklaver to do plumbing work
for them, nor engage the butcher fo hake their
bread, yet for adviee recarding the proteciion of
their dearest possessions, their ehildeen, they will
believe the most ignorant, extravagant and unscien-

tifie statomenis, instead of relying upon those trained
and l||ir||iﬁl_1| to ndvise thom. The tnble below imdis
eates prevalence during the past fve years.

' m-l.| lrm.'-..| 195, I 10ar. | 1eas.

Cases notiliod ... ELPE | | Laos | Tod | 1066 | 30
Doaths .., i ah i k-1 41
Per cont. of total doaths | 0-58 | -85 | 0-85 [} 87

The districts most aflested doring the years nnder
review were the following:—

1937, 18G8.
Metropolitan Area faUl] (U]
Houlders L A 3
Harvey a1 7
Ka 4 T4 24
Katanmdng ... ar 5
Geernldton ... i Fi

Diarchosa ang Enferitis | wmnder one year),

Deaths only of Infantile Darrhoea are avnilable
a5 an index of prevalence, the disease not being noti-
finble to the health awthorities. During the year 1937
thiz disease seeounied for 45 deaths and Gl in 1938,
s I'L!.:Ilillhl. A0 in 135 and 23 in 1936 Thess Azures
arp (he highesl for any woar sinee 1030, The figures
are disappointing for the reazon that 1 Lad sliown
a lower figure than had previonsly been recorded,

Srarlet Fever,

Iharinge 1937 thers were 527 ens=es of Senrlet Fever
brought to the notice of the Department and in
19438, 651, These fgures are both greatly in oxeess
of the two provions years aml only go to confirm
the faet of & evelical incidenec of this disease which
tends to show, alternately, poriods of low and high
ppeidenee.  The death rfe was, ns nsual in Austealia,
e I'l-:,' rnmpir[wn w:ilh E':1||'n|n' amd .H.!Il'llﬁ.l‘ir,"u.

Menailes,

This disease pot being sotifiahle to health author-
itipe, prevalence and severily ean only be ganged by
morfality resulling from eomplications, partienlarly
pnesmonia.  There were no deaths referable to this
dizease oither in 10T or 1938 as sompared with 18
in 1035 nud one in 1936

Whaoping Comgh,

Az in the ease of measles fhis disease nlso i5 not
nutifiable and the index of prevalenes and severity
i the mortality fgure.  There were 8 deaths in 1937
andd omne in 1935 as ngainst 4 and 61, respestively,
in 1935 and 19

Fufantile Paralijsis { Aewte Awterior Poliomyelitis),

About the middle of 1937 a very severs outhreak
of Tnfandile Paralysis made its appearance in Vie-
toria and rapidly developsl into an epidemic hitherto
upparalleled in Australis. From YVictoria the discase
spread to Tasmania, New South Wales, South Aus-
tralia, and Queensland, and finally to Western Aus-
tralia if the fact of a considerably larger number of
eases than usual ean be definitely regarded as an
extension of the Eastern States opidemie.

Until Deeomber, that is some six months affer the
disease made its appearance in Vietorin, ineidence
in Western Avnstralin was not uousaal, hot on



Christmas Eve, 1937, n case oceurred with extengive
paralysis of the respiratory munscles which simo-
latedd the 1ype =0 prevalent in the East as lo suggest
that the epidemie was approaching.

Prior 1o itz oecarrenee the State had purebnsed
and installed only one day previously a respimtor
(iron lung) which had immediately to be pot info
eommizsivn,  Up fo this time there had been only
the nornal number of cases during the year, but this
case wns the forerunner of some 45 enses which
preurred between that date and May, 1933, when the
enses ceased swddenly with the onset of eolder and
wet weather. Towards the end of 1937 when the
position appeared extremely serions in the Eastern
Stales the Minister for Health appointed an Advis-
ory Committee of Medieal Specialistz to advise on
measares to be taken and fo shore with the Com-
mizzioner of Public Health responsihility for their
onforeement.

B0 soon as it beeame apparent that Vietoria was
to hecome n menaes to other Stales the Minister, on
the adviee of this eommittos, proclaimed the disenes,
Poliomyelitis, a Dangerons Infeetions Disease and
made an order that all children under the age of
gixfeen vears ontering Western Anztralin from Vie-
torin shonld remain in isolation in their homes for
three weeks snheequent to arrival here from the date
of departure from Vietorin, When the disease sproad
from Viectoria to other States the onder was amended
to inelode children from fhoze Sintes alzo, Fnforce-
menl of this provision involved the mesling nnd in-
struetion of all arrivals ot four main reivts of entry,
r|.‘°|l|‘4|.-:|3|'1 Fromantle and ;‘.llmn}- !'."- J-.'|t'r_||-, |~'.sﬂs1u;|rﬁe-
by train, and Kalgeorlie and Perth by air. This
work waz carried ont by officers of the cenfral De-
partment and loeal health anthorities, the laiter heing
nlzo responsible for sarveillanes of these quarantined
in their homes.

Two prozeentions only were taken against per-
sons defving the onder, and loeal anthority offlecrs
are to he eommended for the thoronzhness with whish
the work was earried ont.

The ultimate resalt of only 48 enses in this State,
n figare moeh lower than any other State, may or
may not have heen fo some extent doe fo the mepsums
taken, but it 5 a romarkable fact that no child of
the many hondreds that entorsd ihis State from
other States, either on the jonrney or snhsequent to
arrival, developed the direase in a8 reeognizable form.
It is frae that there may have been amonest them,
or indeed amongst visiting aduolts, mild sahelinieal
unreesgrnised casex, but this resolt spenks well for
the carefnl and efficient tealation and ouarantining
af contacts of cnses in other States. What enses
did oeeur hers, althongh abnormal in aomber, wore
sn widely seattered in ineidenes and =0 nnnsseeiated
one with the other as to sureest only & sporadic
incidence rather than a spreading epidemic. Sinele
ensea goeurred a hnndeed or mors milex apart amd
with no loeal seeondary enses.

The =ame peenliarity of ineidence waz notieeahle
in the metrapalitan area where saburbs wonlid record
only one or two énses and no more,

These facts incline one to believe that only o nor-
mal sporadie prevalence existed heee, but that owing
to ineronsed vigilanes on all sides enses worg reeos.
nised which might otherwize liave heen overlonked.

I view of our low ineidenes in past vears it is
difflenlt to believe that our fresdom from the discase
in true epidemie form has been die to g high im-
munity rate in the community. Although being a
last port of eanll from New Zealand and all other
Siales of Australia and a fivst port of eall from
Europe, it may be that our eontact with infection
in the past hns been greater than imagined.

Infhienza, Bromchitis, and Pucumonia,

A eonsiderable nunber of deaths annaally are doe
to the three econditions grouped above amd more
eapecially in elderly or aged persoms.  The tahle
helow shows deaths from cach of these esonditions
during the Inst fonr years. The figures, it will be
nobed, do onol vary materially from vear to vear,
huat are, if anvthing, slightly Tower than nsual dor-
ing the vears nuder review,

— 1635, | 1EG, | 1097, | 1038,

Deaths firom—
Infleenza ... 45 H= 20 n
B:ﬂ:.an:'ho-'l?'nﬂlmnniu 145 140 ([11 130
Pooumonis ... i vo | D184 | 1268 | 148 ) 160
Broachitis ... s 41 +i L H
Titherenloss,

The table below indientes the prevalenes of and
mortality from nll forms of toboreulosis dorving the
Inst ten years. The graduoal decline in incidence and
mortality iz very noticeable,

_— = ——— — -_—_

: Dieaths pe
Year. “L’}E':d Deathe. | 1,00 of .gfmh
TunknorLosm oF REATIAToRY Svstiu,
19 RlLI] 245 58 6:2
1K 5 21B L | 58
1931 a7z 23 -5 k-1
1932 k] 203 0-47 5-5
1933 205 207 LIEE I G5
1934 287 218 LIEE 1] 5-3
1935 am 210 0-47 b=l
11636 kL] 113 -43 -0
1037 230 172 038 4-23
1914 T 178 =30 A= 20
Ornee Fopus oF TonEwou
1930 - 43 a5 0-085 -850
1030 : i L 0075 -85
1931 Ha ] -5 LR
InEa x4 18 -0l 48
153 fa] ] ezl 0-24
1934 il 4 LLRLE S -5
1435 16 0136 n-3a
JECe H + [ -1 38
1637 ) 0151 0567
1838 12 LR 0-23

— = — e s —

Though much lias been done, thers still remain
directions from which a farther reduetion of the
“White Plagne” ean be brought about and a repeti-
tion of the fundamental vequirements for sontrol of
this disease ns expressed by the National Health and
Medieal Risenreh Connedl i= not oot of plaes hors :—

Thiz Council eonsiders that the fundamental re-
quirements for the eonirol of tuberenlosis are the
following :—

A. The vremoval of the soarce of active infee-

tion from the family, sinee it i= resog-
nised that children are very vilnerable to

e



the disease. Thizs involves either fhe ad-
mission of patients to sanatorin or the
romoval of children from the home, Suf-
ficient sceommadntion should therofore be
provided in s=anatoria for the freaiment
of all tubercolosis patients.

B. 1t is neecssary that the resistance of all mem-
bers of the family should be maintained
ai the highest possible level.

The eeonomic factor iz deflnitely the
most important aspeet of the eampaign
against tabereulosiz,

The wage earner of the family will not
leave his family so long as he is able to
coniribute something towards its support,

Possibly the greatest advance bLowards
the effective control of fuberenlosia wouldd
be the provision of ndequate finaneial
sipport to insure the offeetive nulrition
of the family under saitable environ-
menta] conditions,

The report of the Chicf Hesident Medical Oifiecr
of the Woorelon Sannforium will be found in the
appendiz.

Eudemia Trjhus | Brill's Disease),
Of this disease [7 emses were nofified in 1937 and
A8 in 1038 as against 36 in 1935 and 31 in 1936

‘This dizsense, which is considercd to be conveyed to
man by the bite of the rat flen, can only be controlled
by whalesale destruction of rodents.  Fortunately
the disoass iz not spread from man to man and is
rarely fafal, thongh it involves a somewhat severs
temporary illness and a profracted convalescenes,
Most enses oeeur in the metropolitan area and Inves-
tigation usually shows in eonnection with each ease
that oeenrs, nn nndue prevalencs of rodents either
at home or af work,

Apparently eradication of thiz disease depends
npon a eonstant and detormined war opon rats and
this iz eonstantly heing waged by Toeal anthorities.

Feprosy,

Of this discase 16 new eases weore brooght fo light
in 1937 and 45 in 1038 Theas cases, with one ex-
ception, oeeurred amongst the native population of
the Norih-West. The cxespltion was o white man
from the same aren.

ANl eages are, so seon as possible under the difi-
enlties af fransport in our northern areas, faken fo
the Leprosarivm nt Derby, where al present somo
120 eages are now under freabtment.

The patients are well eared for and comparatively
happy on the lot. They apparently realise that
everything possible is being done For them and make
no effort to leave the institntion which s situated
some fen miles from the town of Thorby.

Hl?'ﬂ"llﬂ_v.' twn pelice patrols, cach with a medieal
officer, have gone into the more inaccessible parts
of the Kimberleys where travel is  restricted to
horses and transport to mules. The two parties left
Wrndham and Derhy respectively nnd intond to eomb
the area for hitherto undetested cnses and to bring
these back to Derby. It is expected that each patrol
will be sbsent from eivilis=ation for at least three
moatths and that they will finslly mect at Mt. Hann
amd pool their eases for transport to the Lepro-
=ATIEL.,

Erndication of the disease Crom onr North-Wsd
ilepends upon the thoronghness and expedition with
which infeetive cnses enn he removed from  their
fellows, segvegated and treated, and it is beenuse dis-
easer] matives ean so easily evade discovery in certain
arens that eomplote sontrol (s so diffienlt to attain

More and more, however, i the native giving
evidlenee of an inereased eonfidenee that the author-
ities hinve hisn own inferest at heart and there 15 a
deiinite fendency for cases to ek trentmoent and the
enre and comfort the Loprosarinom affords

Fusrperal Fever,

Doring each of the years under review M enses
af Puerperal Fever were notified to the Department
and there were fourth deaths from this canse in cach
Fear.

eathi= fromm abortion numbered 8 in 1937 and 14
in 18, hoth fignres being lower than the previons
vear, whan 183 were recorded,

Deaths from all ofher eanses of the puerperal
atate nombered 24 jn 1037 and 19 in 1938 as acainst
15 amd 20 for the fwo previons years

It will be seen that these figores vary but little
andd the relalive prererntnges aof deaths from the three
maiy conses are approximately. ns follows ;—

1887, 1938,
Poerpernl Septicaemia .. 11.1%  10.8%
Aboriion 23.280 IN.8%

Al other canses of the .
paerperal  stato 66.69% 51.19%
These figures indieato {0 what o eonsiderahle ox-
femt ahortion, for the most part delibernte, s re-

apongible for maiernal mortality.

Dedwiledd figmres of the eanses of maternal deaths
are shown in the iahle below  for the [Mﬂt five
VRATH 1 —

——

Theatha from :
1 . Abarts All other causes of Al canises of the
Live Puerporal Sapticaemia Gy the Puerperal Htate. Pusrporal State,
ke Birthe. = -
Fnie Bate Rate por Rate per
Nou 1.0 a:zb Mea, (KT mr N 1,000 Live Mo, 10060 Live
Birthe Birtha, Wirthe Births,
1934 7,801 T 1= 1] 1-02 1 2-06 HE] : 487
1935 & 110 4 040 12 1-48 15 1-84 1| 352
ki u BATH & 050 18 2.]12 20 -85 43 507
1937 650 4 0-46 ) 053 b 270 k-1 418
1938 9,141 4 044 4 1-53 1% 2.0 an 404




Hmallpox.

The following ease illustrates the possibility of the
entry of quarantinable discases to this Htate and the
inereasing danger from this point of view of mor:
'I:'.|'|.||-§1I Lravel fnlm O ETHRLE,

O the 220d March, 1938, a female passemger lefl
the “Strathaird” at Fremantle with mild symploms
of illness which in no WhY uumslﬁl ANy serions
quarantinable disense. On arrivel st the bouse of
friends where she was to pay a short visit she shortly
fook to her bed and medical adviee was sowght.  In
i ] 1|:‘|_1.' ar t'll.'-o |||"r mniﬂ!inn besenrine 30 I'Illl'll'ﬂ'lihﬁ ”'ll'll
in view of her recent trave]l loeal health and guaran-
tine officers were consulted and a dingnosiz of Small-
pox was made prior to the development of the true
Smallpox rash. The patient, it was found, had been
vaect nnbed k‘hnrﬂr hifore ].(‘.n\'ing' “nl'rihﬂ:l."‘ bk with-
ot resull and showed mo gign of previons vassina-
tion. She died immediately on arrival at the quaran-
tine station, showing only an extensive prodrownl
hasmorrhagic rash of Smallpox and beforo the troe
rmsh had made its appearance.

No further ense oeenrred npon the “Strathaied™
nor amongst persons who had left the boat at Fre-
mantle nor visitors from the shore, all of whom were
loeated and voecinnied, but 5 seeomdary ense ocenrred
in the house to which the patient went on arrival in
Perth, This ease having been vaecinated in infancy
developed the disease in a modified form and  re-
rovered,

This is the seeond oeension npon which Smallpox
has maude itz appearanee in a traveller from Tndia
afler entry to the State, but in each ease prompt
action has prevented any widespread opidemic. This
fact must not, howerer, give a false sense of security
but only necentuates the need for fravellers to and
from Ausirnlin seeking the proteetion which viecina-
fion Eives.

Frenercal Iizeade,

Tha total pumber of new eases of venerenl dizease
notified daring the {wa vears now being reviewed was
—for 1037, 013 and for 1038, 840, ar against T7H in

1935 and 704 in 1006, Theso figures are higher than
those of the two previous years hul are nevertheless
lower than those of earlicr years.

The yenr 1033 shows a lower meidence than 1937,
Itk in regard to syphili= and gonormhoen, whilst in
both wears n marked redwetion in sy philis s notiee-
able over previous years,

Thore is no dewhi that this disease has very much
deelined in recent years as o result of the institotion
of compulsary measares requining early and  per-
sistent treatment, The effeet of such measores is
much more notiecable in the ease of syphilis than in
gonorrhoea for the renson that modern treatment of
the former disense more rapidly rodoees infestive-
nesx,

The tables hercunder indieate compamtive figanes
for gonorrhoea and syphilis doring the past fonr
VEATE 1—

GoNOREHOES.
1935, 1536, 1037 1938,
Maben ... | 0 (5 i
Fomales e 123 118 182 145
Frivaey Svrmes.
Males ... i 20 1 [
Femsalos 1n : 1

ERCONDART SYPHILER,

Males ... 11 & 11 4
Femnbes o o, B 3 3 1

TenTrany Bvrmpis.

Mabes ... ... B 20 11 12
Femnales axE 2 ] & 8

The tables below present complete details of the
enses nofified 1o the Department of Poblic Health,
the souree of notifications, whether metropolitan or
aotherwize, and alen indicate whether cases are new
infections or unewred eases earried on from previous
years and renobifled :—

Tase 1.
VENEREAL DISEASE.
Summary of Nolifioslions Receieed for Feor ended 3la December, 1037,
Tatal
THsoas:, Miale, Femnle, Total New Cases. | Nodification
Heceived,
Hyphilis—Primary ... k) i 13
Secondary ... 11 3 14 21
Tertiary ... n & ] 35
Congenital 1 1 3
Totaks a2 8 Hp 71
Gonorrhosa B8R 162 B30 fU]
Granuloma k13 12 21 23
Chancraid 2 e 2 5
Gimnd Total . 73l 152 5 a3 10640










SCHOOL MEDICAL AND DENTAL
IKBPECTION.

During 1038 the achoo! medien] staff was reduced
by one oflicer who left the sorviee and of mecessity
the amonnt of work earried out in metropolitan
sehoals has suflfered. It is hoped to Bl the vacancy
shortly.

A detailed repord of the work of the sehool medieal
staff will be found in the appendix.

A welenme innovatlion in connection with ihe school
dontal serviee i= the sehool dental van to supple-
ment the examination and treatment of children in
aiithack districts previonsly doprived of the rontine
dentnl service,  Ap additional dentist was appointed
who himself drives the van and earvies ont the dental
work in an excellently equipped  mobile sorgery,
whieh is also equipped with farilities for cosking and
sleeping. Tt iz to be hoped that this is only tho first
of soveral such Il'i'l.'ﬂ:“iﬂg elintes which are s peees-
sary to meet the needs of the remote and widely aeat-
tered settlement characteristie of this Siate,

There are now fonr qualified dontisie on the staff,

The veport of the Senior Denial Offfieer iz om-
boelied in this report.

INFANT HEALTH CENTRES.

The report of the supervizar of infanl kealtl astiv-
ities will be fonnd on pages 17-19 of this report,

PATHOLOGICAT, LARORATORY,

This snbdepartoent carries ont pathological, hae-
1.:-r5|'l]|!‘iﬂ|, nnd hiochemiral work of hoth p elinioal
and poblic health nabure and does n grest deal of
work for hospitals and private medieal practitioners

The report of the Basleriologist and Pathologist
is ot pages 19-22,

MEAT INSPECTION.

Tables nre submitied st pages 23-5  showing
details of the work earried out by meab inspeclors
during the year. The number of ecareases, part-
corenses, and organz condemned on acconnt of dis-
ensed conditions nre shown,

ANALYSIS OF FOODE AND DRUGS.

During 1937, 55 samples of food were submitted
to the Governmeni Analvel for examinniion as o
complinnes with the standards laid dovwn in the Foad
and Drug Regulations. Ten of thess samples Cailed
111 l‘mh]'-l:.' with the r-l;lqllil'l_‘.ﬂ standard.

In 1938 the number of samples examined was 27,
of which 189 did not comply with regulations.

INSPECTION OF FOODSTUFFS ARRIVING
FROM OVERSEAS.

A departimental inspector gives o certain amoant
of his time to the imspections of foodsinils arriving
from overseas nb the porl of Fremantle. The follow-
g condenmnntions of fowl onfit for consumplion
wore  made i—

1037, 1934,
Figs 24 Ihe, Baeon 5,542 lbs.
Fizh MO b=, Frozen Fish. 10920 Ibs.
Frozen Pork 100 Tha,
LEGAL PROCEEDINGE UNDERE THE

HEALTH ACT.

Proseetilions for offenees nnder the Health At
11-;:|~'I|'||_':|" with result and fines 'i]'|1'|1l:|¥l;‘1t_ are listed in
ithe appendix.

For the most part thess cases were sonduoted by
doparimental inspectors.

SEPTIC TAXK INSTALLATIONE,

The regulations roguire that plans of all septie
tank installaiions shall he examined and approved by
deparimental officers. The amonnt of work invelved
1% ennsidernhlo—S87T0 prﬂllﬂm]! w1037, 07 in 1038,

In conclusion, 1 desire to record my appreciation
of .the assistance and loyal eo-operation T have re-
evived from all members of the =taff, to whom the
wtvneresl il 'Il‘fnrkinr." of the nt\'iml‘h‘hthl ling  hesn
mainly duoe,

EVERITT ATEINSON, M.A, M.D, DLP.H.,
Commissioner of Public Health,

REPORT OF THE CHIEF RESIDENT MEDICAL OFFICEE, WOOROLOO BSANATORIUM,
The Principal Medical Offcer, Perth,

ﬂ‘il‘f—!
1 have the honour fo suhmit my veport for the
vears 1937 and 1938,

In doing so T most express my extreme personal
regret that the gquestion of the operation of the
Mational Insaranee Act las boen  deferred,  All
interested in prevontive medicine, lay and medical,
T am =ire agree on its neeessity and urgensy ; nobody
mare sn than thoss interested in the question of {oher-
ealosis. That many of the Act's featnures, as it stood,
wore neither palatable nor just, does not make vaid
its desirability; inequalifies ean surely always be
e jnsted.

Embadied in the principles of =uch a measure must
e so-ordination of adminiztration and lines of inves-
tigntion as to canses of astivity of fuberentons infee-
tion, espeeinlly thase doe fo soeial and industrial
ronditions,

Day after day one ponders over how, why amd
when activity takes plase? The problems are con-
stant, henee the peeessity of eontinuous coordina-
tion of investigation and fects dealing with nefive
disease. Tt iz neither my doty nor desire to discuss
the academie question, eternally in dispute, as to
when infection seonrs, d.0., in chiliihomd or later, hut
we have to faee sortnin aspects of that question, One
German writer holds that adult tuberenbosis is the Inst
vorse of the song, the Arst verse of which was song
o the infant in its eradle. Who with a knowledee
of the disease is going to deny this, amd the French
have taken this question op, partiealarly with their
regulations and treatment of children who might be
exposed to massive infeetion.

I have a few words to say on mass infeetion,
especially regarding childhood, and indecd generally,
hut dealing with ehildbood. main mass infeetion of
pourse must be—(a) bovine from milk; (b) parental ;
and it i= of the Intter that T wish to speak.




Information affordel me by patients ontering here,
shows they bave been advised by responsible indivi-
dunls who should know beiter, that by eoming hero
they are in danger of mass infection. Ye Gods!
Where patienis are labelled, as ngainst mass infoe-
tion in publie and private institutions where they
are not Inbelled, and the conditions not all that they
should be.

Thiz leads me (o the questicn of contacts, familial
and conjugal; facilities for investigating which, to
date, are nol svaileble.  Secing that the National
Insuraneo Aet, where a yearly overhaul was envis-
aged, has meanwhile lap=ed, it now behoves the State
to see that proper provigon is made in metropolitan
and distriet ecentres for examination of contaots,
Advamess in X-rny promise that by photographic
mothodds, mass investigaiion of contacts will be eom-
paratively eagy in the near fubure.

Mass infeotion is associated with, how, when, and
why, in elose Familinl contact of wvoung children
vmler unsuitable eonditions, henee the urpeney of
isolation of enses from their family, at aoy rate,
until their adverss secin]l econditions are adjosted,
which brings ma to the faet that it is n=eless to treat
a tubercnlosis pationt, cither medieally or surgieally,
without reference to his economic conditions

e has oxperienee of a patient nmlergoing treat-
ment with lung eollapse and progressing satisfac-
torily, heing foreed by hin cconomic position to mo
ant Inhonringe on road work in the height of summoer,
What chanee had he to maintain improvement or
continne the treatment?

Maoreover, sueeess in dealing with fhe tnherenlogis
nuestion deperds on permanent after-care in all
RO,

Thea {"hilrl w-r'lflﬂ Th"pnrh‘l‘l?‘!lt 1% mnﬁ-mﬂ! Wlﬂl't
the maintenance of a patient’s family whilst -under
freatmeent. amd thers i3 a nol onnatoral expectation
that when trenfment at an institntion i= discontinsed,
the sufferor hecomes again a standard worker able to
support hin famile, wherens every inherenlosia in-
diwidnal, ax T have hefore pointed ont, is permanently
subetandard physieally and economieally.

Tt i= semetimes ne=sumed that a ense, sav of uni-
Iateral polmonary toberenlosiz, has been apnarently
definitely  permanently “arrested™ by surgical or
medicnl {reatment, bt theve s no guarantes that the
alher lone mav oot light up, or even the ®enred™
Inng. HMoenee the neeessity of permanent after-care,

Repeatedly T have trisd to empharise that the pro-
veee of permanent arrest i glow and doponds on rais-
ing the body resistanes, faetors coneerned therewith
heing, of course, honsing, proper noiribien, habits,
eonditions of work, and the treatine of all inter-
enrrent infections and diseases.  The ouestion of
climnte s on the whole, seeondarv. Tt is almost an
axiom to say that “Tt does nof maiter =0 much where
vou live 5z to how von live™

Thiz certainly opens up many issurs and the ones-
tion of proper nutrifisnal walues in outhack life is
o of them.

The class of case treated in the Tnstitntion has been
very similar fo that in previous years, the majority
heing of an advanesd nature. For the nonee this is
not surprising, as it is the mode at present for every
ensa {0 consider itself suiltable for limg collapse at
the hands of the physician, or sorgieal measares ot
the hand of the surgeon.

This wave of fashion, ns in medicine and surgery
generally, is fairly world wide, although even now
the vogue of ressonable consideration of cach ease
on s merits, for conservative treatment, is retnren-
ing.

In considering the histories of those admicted, 1
have been struck in many eases by the lnek of con-
sideration given fo the danger signals of the disense,
negleet to follow up plearisy which seems to be re-
gorded ns an entity rather than as a eomdition or
sign of =ome other disense, lnemoptysis, aphonins,
“eigaretic eough.”

It is, of course, ensy to be wise after the svent, but
one ennnel belp beng struck with the feeling of re-
liel, eontent and satisfaction which apparently has
Ieem emgenderad by the examination of one specimen
of sputwan, with no laberele bacilli found, whereas
Ll | exnminalions and ul'm;ql measares aro fres
quently necessnry bofore one s justified in saying
that tubercle bacilli are ot present in spotom, eg.,
cxaminaiion after antiformin treatment of the sputum,
& film from cough spray of Inryngeal mirror, elinical
administration of certain lln;;sl, examination of Eas-
irie contents, inoenlition of guinea-pigs. Laborators
infuiries regarding spuium, to be definite, reqoire
cultural examinations, Who then iz going to say that
tuberenlosis i3 not present on one examinafion?

However, let ns gel back to ap old axiom that
inhorele bacilli in sputom doess not indieats an early
ense,  Thiz has been eapped by the Sydney T.B.
officer’s slogan, “Pulmonery tubereulosis is first seen
{X-ray), not heard (stethescope).” :

One  frequently  asks  the goestion, “Were ¥on
x-ﬂ'l_\‘t‘d 'l""hl'll oy |I1'u|,| llll" ]‘l].l':llriﬂ}"” T-Qu ﬂ-ﬂﬂ'l A
negative reply iz received.

The =ame with elropie  throat conditions  with
aphonia; the abstrose is frequently sought when an
examination of the chest with X-ray would clarify
the situskion.

These few points 1 merely use to illnstrate how in
many eases enrly dingnosis conld be areved at, whon
permanent vesult Crom enarly knowledge of the falser-
enlons cordition amd treatment could obviate the
necessity of lung eollapse or surgical measares, which
dao et shorten the period of ireatment; one sees
eases awdergoing such trenfment many vears after
ils ineeption.

One reveris back, then, lo the “idenl® of Preven-
tion of Polmonary Teberenlosis; and the neecssity
for carly diagnosiz,

Thers scems Lo me, for some reason, an  ineresse
in the nomler of enses of tnheroulosis involving the
mauth, fonsils, pharynx and apper respiratory iract.
Despite cheayr spoers at early Vietorian ideas, T someo-
times wonder liow mueh i85 doe to hahits, e.9.. oos-
metie practice of lipstick, eigarette smoking, efe.
From my point of view, those working in an arcea
where poszible air infection abounds eortainly affer
a mood catchment arem on their lips by the n=e of
lipstick, this being subssquently more or loss ingested
with their fond and finids.

1t may be that more of them are beingr sont hers,
bt the fact remaing that there seems to be an in-
crensing mumber,  These lesions are all very intmet-
shle and distressing formsz of complieation, both for
the sufferers and their attendants,

It eertninly gives much food for thought and saeh
cases arvive from country districts ns well as fown.



1t is very dificult to reconcile these cases with opon
country life, but some of the advanced and distress-
ing cases have come from decidedly country, healily
conditions, farm and station.

1 do not think that there has been any reason for
rogrel for coming here for irestment, on the part
of those who could be regurded as definitely early
cases, and who hove subsequontly been diseharged
as baving no active signs or symptoms of disease.

Of others disgnosed loter nod  discharged as
stationary, many have shown permanent improve.
mant, whilst, of course, others perfores have had to
return b0 a “vicions cirele” environment, de, the
oonditions under which thoy previously broke down,
and have shown retrogression, some being readmitted,
_ others rémaining ootside to infect contacts. It i=
romarkables how guickly retrogression ensmes outside
{he rontine life ul% an instibution.

Kegarding the treatment of pulmonary tuberenlosis,
there 6 mo question as fo the advanees on the sur-
gieal gide, the only warning, to my mind, is to go
slowly, not to ride it to death; not lo promise that
it can do everything, mor yet that it enn be done
quickly; that it is not neeessary in every ease, and
that it 15 ot suitable In every case; thal it should
ba available to suitable cases without being an
ceopomic burden, and that their secinl conditions
shoald he made soeh that it does not become =0 o
themselves or family, otherwise ithe T.B. problem i
in no wise simplified.

This leads me again fo refer to Papworth Village
Hettlement and itz activities, which seem to go a long
way to solve the problem for safferers and families.
Whilst in these davs of finnncial stress it secms
futile o present such a scheme or idea, the situntion
has to be fnced.

Thosa cases uusuilable, from the nature of their
infection, for surgieal treatmont, one buoilds up to a
state where they are able to réturn to their ondinary
life, but if they are simply refurning o resume
a humdrom existence without any periodie relief,
where are we geiting?

I nidvise these cases that they ought to have a break
from their environmeni every year. Those who are
sepsible and fortunate enough to be able to do so
find eonsequent  benefit.

Ag regands drugs, golid continues to be used.

Personally, 1 still sontinue to use Toberenling and
am of the opinion that in some cases il has efoeted
great improvement, but it s a two-edged sword and
cannol be used envclessly or with impunity. There
was an gttempt to revive the use of Turtle Tober-
eulin, 4 fashion about 25 years or more ago, bronght
ot aml boomed by Dy, Fricdman. It had a short
wogne,

An ontstanding innovation in treatment which I
ihink will continue to be extended is the treatment
ol the secondnry infestion in tuberenlons disease by
the Sulphanilamide group of drugs. It has long
been recognised that treatment of secondary infec-
fions wns important, and this groop promises most
suecess lo date.

Institutionally, all aetivities continue in their noer-
mal spheres, Houktine spuinm examinations, X-ray
anid elinieal examinations are carried out as required,

The worsing staifl earry out their dulies under a
foriy-eight hour u week basis, days off secumulating
for four weehs ns sgainst weekly time off. In the
ense of the other working stafl exeept the farm, they
work on s forty-four honr week, In the ease of the
orderlies and domestic staff their time off aceumulabes
on & four week basis,

The health of the siaff, cxcept for minor ailments,
has besn good,

The farm has been put +59 a more assured basis
hy further clearing being enrried ont by the Lands
Department with men on sustenapee, and this has
proved of mutual benefit to the Institution and to
most of those engaged in the work. [ personally
hnwe heard expressions of salisfaction with the im-
provement in the health of many of those employed
in the work.

The poultry yard has been reorgamised. It has
been difficult fo justify it= existence on the score of
cost, of recent years, bul having now been put on a
proper basis by the Government Pooliry Adviser, it
is expeeted to more than justify its existenee. One
regreds that ils present justifieation s eonfribated
to by the current lnmenfable price of wheat.

The Progress and Pastimes Club Comnuittes eoin-
tinues its zealows work on behalf of fellow patients,
whilst the Welfare Commities conlinnes o give yeo-
wan serviee in the interesls of the paticnts, being
assiduous in relieving clothing requirements, adminis-
teringe Chrisimns cheer, as for as funds will allow,
and above all, by evideneing a personal inferest in
the well-leing of patients and their friends.

The Institotion iz indebied to the chairman and
members of {he Lotteries Commission for the gener-
ous consideration of urgent requestz, wherehy the
conditions of the patients have beon ameliorated,

A feature of the socinl amenitics bas been the pro-
vision of o wireless listening-in installation, which
hius been  effectod throuzh the generosity of the
Postn]l Electricians’ Union, members of which gave
freoly of their time to anrry ont the work of installn.
tion, whereas finaneial neeessities wore attended to
by Wireless Stations 6AM and 6PM nnd sssocinted
stations,

Our thanks and gratitude are extended fo the
members of these partienlar organisations, and whilst
it 15 invidious bo particularise, special mention might
be mamile of Mr. V. R. Amderson, seerctory of the
Postal Elecirvicians” Union, and Frank Whitford,
manager of GAM. The atalf of BAM, stimulaied by
Aunty Peggy and Mr. Bill Talbot, confinue their
gpud wirk h'_r -r'.||.rr_',.'i.n|';' ot ﬂ!rr.l'LI!lgr'll'lrl:uls for eonm-
eorts and other sosial amenities.

Wa are mdelded to varions other bodies for con-
vorts, which serve to relieve the monotony of the life
of those condemmped indefinitely through their dis-
ahility to Institution life.

Various veligions orgamisntions sonbinue o gve
genernl and upstinted serviee. 1t I8 again invidioas
Lo mention any in pariicalar.

The thanks of the pationis and stall are extemded
to the varions ministers of religion who wvisit the
Institotion to earry outl very exacting duties,

It is diffenlt to express adequate apprecintion of
the serviees of the Superintendent amd Officers of
the Dental Hospital, one or other of whom attends
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SCHOOL MEDICAL OFFICER'S REFORT.

The Commissionar of Public Health,

I have the hopour to submit the following report
in connection with the medieal examination of school
children. during the years 1037.38,

Whilst ihe School Medical Staff was increasod by
o ol time school medical officer doring 1936537,
this officer’s services wore dispensed with at the end of
157, and sinee then the school work in ihe metro-
politan area has been gravely neglected, as there has
been only one medical oflicer working half time on
thizs work. The eountry officer works full time with
her schools in the eountry, so the conntry children
are adequately dealt with, but the examination of the
children in the meiropelitan ares iz getling hope-
]!‘Szﬂ:,r héll!illd.

In 18425 there wepe three full time purses and Lwo
full time school medical officors working in  the
metropolitan area only. Now, fourteen years later,
cven though we know the number of schools in ihe
metropolitan aren has increased econziderably, we
find that the school medical staff for the metropolitan
area has been cut down to such an extent that we
now have one less nurse nnd ong less school medical
officer than we lnd then. In other words, we now
have two nurses and one school medical officer work-
g half time  In addition, this officer has to de-
vole o eortain amount of her time to giving leelures
to the Teachers' College students, which is essentinl,
but which at the same time redoees hor time for the
examination of school children even further.

Consequently, it will be scen from an examina-
tion of the Agures in eonnection with the nomber
of children examined that the pumber of children
s pxamined in the metropolitan arves has dropped
very considerably.

It i= nrgently needed that the school medieal staff
should be brought wp to its full strength by the
addilion of at least one, if not more, nurses, and
another schonl medien] officer who will do full time
work in the schools. To really do the work pro-
perly, in conjunction with the leetnres given ot the
Tonchers' College, it is necessary to have two full
time school melical officers doing this work only.

The home visiting or “follow up® of the ehildren
referred by the doctor for medical attentiom is a
most important part of oor work if the best resulis
from the medieal examination are to bo obtained,
hence the need for an increased staff of school nurses.
The parénts pesd a tremendous amount of educa-
tion in the care of their children and a great deal
of persuasion to gel the neeessary medieal attention.
These remarks, of course, do not apply to all parents,
Lut they apply to the great bolk of the ones we sec.

Another npecessary aod valuable section of the
school nurses’ work is the maintenance of cleanliness
among school children, and it is gratifying fo b able
o roport that their work, logether with the wery
slrong co-operation given (o them by the tenchers,
kas resulted in raising the standard of cleanliness
iu the metropolitan sebools during the two years
weder consideration. The Hgures have been got down
to the kpwest that we bave yet nchieved in this Stafe.
The pereentoge of divty beads for 1937 was 3.0 per
ceiit. in State schools and 6.3 per cent. in eonvents,
wiiilst in L1905 it was 3.5 per eent. for State schools
and 0.2 per eent. in convents, It 8 very gratifying
b soe these low fligures, particularly when it is re-
membered that it is not se many years age when the
perecatoge was as high as 15 per eont. Lor the metro-
politan ares.  However, with dogged perseverance
it shwuld be possible 1o get these fgnres down even
lower., IL is found that when the standard of clonnli-
ness o the heads of the school children i3 improved,
then their whole general standard of eleanliness is
umproved, and that s one of the reasons why such
& poinl 1z made of getting this perecentage us low as
pussible.

The Tenchers' College hos been reopencd and lee-
tures in bhygiene mre boing given by o member of the
sehool medienl staff,

Sull nothing hos been dong in the way of esiab-
lishing any pormanent eduestionnl holidey camps or
specinl outdoor selools. We bave an ulenl climate
apd pleal eonditions for establishing suel camps,
and [urthermore, these enmps would be of the utmost
value to many of onr under-oourished and under-
developed children, They eould stay there for three,
six or twelve months aceonding Lo their need and be
improved in phystque as well as being trained in an
hygienic mode of life. The benefits aceruing to
children, could one of these camps be established,
would be of the utmost valos to the State as it would
help to raize an Al race. Al present people are
inelined to think that becanse we have a good climate
and open speees all is well, but this is far from being
the case.

Tt will only e woll when more consistent school
medien]l work s able to be done amongst ALL our
school children.

E. M. STANG,
Henior Medieal Officer of Sehools.

Sth July, 1830,
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SOHOOL CHILDREN EXAMINED DURING @37,
METnarolifas AREA.

Houtines,
. Humber Number Number HRaocalls
HNuanbser Number referred for referrod for | mefermod for Number
Examirsd, Nobified, | Meslical Ihertal Home referred for Bpecinls.
Attention, Attention. Attention. | Pedicuboasis.
i C—

M. : F. M. ¥. AL ! . | M l || r | M| B | M| Foli F,
4,188 | 3918 | 262 _"lﬁ]-r ﬂ[ﬂl H-ﬂﬂ-l].ﬂﬂﬂll.ﬁlﬂ 1,453 I.!-IIJI_ i3 g 165 89 | 1,500 | 1,854
CorETRy AREL.

4,461 r 3087 | 2458 | 2450 TG ﬁflt'-| 1236 | 1319 | 1,817 1.5531 i) 154 2 -] i [1]

I } | |
SCHOOL CHILDREN EXAMINED DURING 1935
METROPOLITAY AREA,
Routings,

HNumber Number Nuambor Recalls.
Number Numbor reforred for roforeed for | referred for Number
Fexamined. Motified. Msdicml Dhentald Home redermsd for Hpecinls,

Attention. Abtention. Adtention. Fedioubosis.

R 5 s :u|r.||t FH.|I|'. M| R n.ru.lr.
I.lﬂ-ll 1676 | 1,076 | 0,313 Hl.ll ‘.‘TJ i ahie -ID!| (1K L aa TITI T
COUNTRY ANEL.

4,250 LM?I 40 E;AII h74 uslj 1,281 | 1,318 |.B?ul1.,ﬂw 07 m‘ i I IH\ az

L beg to submit my report on the activities of the

EEFORT OF THE SENIOR DERTAL OFFICER IN SCHOOLS,

The Commisgioner of Public Health,

his work in a capable manner.

I say this aftor

sehool dental staff for the venrs 1937 and 1938,

During thi= period occurred, in my opinicn, the
mosl momentons event sinee the insuguration of the
sohool  dental  serviee—thal  is—ithe building  and
squipping of n travelling school dental van.  This
was first definitely decided wpon at the end of 1937
when it was realised that children attending small
conntry schools werg deprived, ander ordinary con-
ditions, of oblaining dental treaiment, The eapital
cosd of the van and equipmont was to be provided
by the Lotteries Commizsion, while the salary of an
extra dontisy snd the running costs were to be met
by our Department. After a fot of delny in the
choosing of a snitable chassis and in the boilding of
the body, the van was finally put on the rond during
Novomber, 1038, AMr. J. W, Cole, the man chosen
o use the van, alihough eomparatively voung, scems
quite eapable of looking aflter the vehicle and doing

spending several weeks on the job in his eompany.
We tried the van out first while doing a few small
selwls in the hilly disidels near Perth and sinee
then it has been busy among the group settloments
in the South-West. Owing to ifs bulk, some of the
rogvils ave diffienlt to traverse amd Mr. Cole has had,
in some eases, to epl away side bushes and ower-
hanging branches,

We bave reccived 8 number of letlers and verbal
messages of apprecistion from the counlry concern-
ing the van and there is no doubt that it is rendering
a valuahle service in visiting ddistriets which were
impoagible for the ordinary dental staff owing to
laek of accommodation. Mr. Cole carries his surgery
with him, while the remainder of the stafl have to
improvise one, amnd while that is oll fght in the bigger
seliools, it 15 impracticable in the smaller ones.
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At the schools visited by the van children of all
ages are being attendad, the work not being confined
to those who are 6 and 7 years of nge as has been
necessary in the Inrger schools, We also hope thal
Correspondince papils and other childeen living too
far away to sttend schools will be able, sometimes
and somehow, to make arrangements 1o e e faci-
littes offered,

Photographs of the interior and exterior of the
dental van are attached to this report.

At the beginning of 1937 Mr. (VKesfe resigned
andd from a number of applieants Mr, K. J, Taroball,
who formeely acted in a lomporary eapaoity, wos
ehomen B0 fill the vaenney and my expericnes sinee
with him insdicates that the cholee was a wise ane.

During the period under review the following num-
bers and types of sehools were visited :—
Matrogeolitan Snburban Btate Sehonls oo B

Cauntry Htate Seliools = - ey
Country Uonvent Sehools .. e L
Oephaniges el other lhahlulimla e AN

The anmber of children exnmined was 8565 OfF
these 4,730, with the consent of parents, were treated,
1075 meeded ne attention, 440 were o he done by
private dentists, while the balanee wore those whese
parents did not reply to the notices sent oni.

Operations performed wore as follows:—

Coppor Amalgam  fllings i v 505
Silver Amnlgam fillings .. - -e B84
Coment fillings .. Ch .. 1AM
Hilver Nitrate freatments = . AT
Poreclain fillings .. ula . i 139

1

Oihier fillings o AL i va Dl
Extrnetions i s - .- 1ER21
Henling and rln.-nnlmg a " .. Bam

Beliol vacations at different periods of the vear
were spental the following institntions ;—
h':ll'l.'l'l.tiu“ 4'|.r|:“_'|,' ﬂ'i.r!i;' Humﬂ. l:'ullrl'xl,lm.
Fairbridge Farm School.
Salvation Arvmy Seaforth Homes, Howvs amd
Girls,

Salvation Army Bovs' Home, West Subinco.
Methodist Home, Vietoria Park.
Moore River Native Settlement,
Clontarf Orphanage,
Parkerville Homes,
Swan Boys' Orphanage,

Claremont Mental Hospital was visited regulary
on Batordny mormings, while several visits were also
made to Heatheote.  The following work was done
at those institutions =—

Number of paticnis cxamined .. L
Extraciions 4] i P
Now dentures hlalh" i i i i
Ropairs te dentures ; o2 i 45
Benling and eleaning IHHI'l v a .a £ L

The mechanieal work necessary in making and re-
|;|:|'|ri||.g dentures was done in conjunetion with the
Dental Hospital,

A. G MoHENNA,
Senior Dental Officer of Schools,

14th June, 1934,

REFORT OF THE MEDICAL EUPERVISOR OF INFANT HEALTH CENTRES.

The Commissioner of Pullic Health,

I have the honour to submit my report on the
Infant Health Centres for the vears 1937-1935,

The number of centres awd sub-centres now under
the control of the Infant Health Assoviation has con-
siderably inercased sinee my last report.  For
example, Geraldton and Dongarra have now eich a
eentre and sub-eentre, also Boverley and Brookton
have started. Brunswick Junction has now a sub-
centrs from  Bunbury, and  Koonds, Benenbbin,
Dowerin, Manmanning and five other towns in the
aren have a travelling contre betweon them.,  This
travelling  eentre, which haz béen  established at
Koorda, is 8 new iden and iz the first of its kind in
Waestern Australin. A nurse has been appointed and
she travels by ecar in more or less of a eircle taking
in ilifferent towns, some onee a weel and others ones
u forinight. This travelling eentre of nine towns is
visibedd by the norse whoe eovers abont 700 miles.

Now thot most of our bigger fowns in Western
Australin have been supplied with centres, 1 think
our foture development will be along the lines of
eatablishing travelling elinies to cover eertain aneas.
Fop example, it is now under consideration for such
a chimie to b established to enter for Morawa, Don-
garra, Carnamab, Three Springs, Mingenew and
Mullewa. It 5 hoped that as a resnlt of the sweecss
nehieved i these eenlres; other seattered areas will
follow s, Alrendy much interost bas been erented
in this direction amd inquiries are constantly being
received  in regard  fo the possibility of starbing
centres in other distriets.  Norseman iz alse working
to got o eenitre catablisled (hoere.

During the last two vears many new model centre
buildingrs have been bl by committess, Wa now
have model centres ot Albany, Katanning, Bunbary
and Wilnns, The centres at Wiluna and Katan-
mng linwve ApEaAriors for the arirse i.ﬂrm’rrr'lnlll.ﬂ in the
hailding=.

- |
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I the ety we lave o new centre at Mosman Park,
amd at South Perth and Midland Junetion centres
are now in the conese of erection, In addition, two
ur ihres other contres whilst not actsally having eom-
mieneesd their buildings have the money well in bhand
apd the buoildings should be started bofore the end
of thizs yvear, These buildings are built in the most
modern =tvle and thoroughly equipped to carry out
their purpose effleiently and satisfactorily.

Lectures (o infant health norses are stll being
given at regular intervals throughout the year by
doetors who are specinlists in the subject upon which
they leeture,

Previpusly a small library was started for the
Infant Health Sisters and it was hoped to add to
this library each wvear, but the maiter has not been
proveeded with s it was found the =isters did not
take pdvantage of the books made available to them.

A good deal of educational propaganda work has
fkeen. done fo stimulate infant bealth work and to
eduente the public on all subjects In conneclion
with the care of the young baby. Di-weckly health
talks are given on infant health and geveral bealth
matiers over o radio network which covers all conntry
and metropolitan listeners,  Also the eorrespondence
nurae eontribntes 'u.'l.-t"ltl:l.' articles o over 30 eonniry
IHWH I PETE,

It i= hoped to establish o new position very shortly
i eonmection with infanl bealth for the sole pur-
pose of enrrying on publicity and alse giving mother-
craft lectures to adoleseent givls in schools and eol-
leges and fo those members of the gencral puablie
whao desive the lectures. Here, again, of eourse the
dilficulty ix to raise the pecessary moncy, but it is
hoped that the money will be roised this year and
the pesition cstablished, If so, this will be o sbep
forward in the right dircetion beeanse the old adage
“it payvs o msdvertise” iz partieularly troe in infani
health work owing to the faet that there is always
n owew pineralion of mothers ecoming forward who
seens bo have no knowledge of the eorreet eare of the
yvoung baby. In many enses they are not given this
instruction cither in the schools or their home, so
how can they be expected to know? In faet, it is
for this reason that infant healih centres have been
fonmnd s0 very ||E|\1':9;3.r.|1!‘:|.' anid H‘]iy l!u"J.- are availod
of by the mothers. There i= no esompulsion at all
npon the mothers o come and yeb we find that o hig
pererntage of all habies born in Western Australin
pach venr link up in one way or another with onr
healtly eentres,

As mentioned in the lnst report, some of our sentres
are too big for one nurse to work satisfactorily ET
it is to le hogeed that the time is not far distant when
pore satisfactory areangements enn be made in re-
eard to the Annocing of the eentres so0 as to enable
the nurae to be pelicved of this burden and nlso so
that the mothers who attend fhose ]al‘[.!é CEtres can
be given more individoal attention than they at pre-
comt receive,  To ecope with this posation ss=istant
HIFSES ATe TECeSSATY.

It s been Found nestssary to econtinue the Baby
Week appeals bocanse m this State the work is not
finawewd by the Government, bul merely nssisted m
the form of a subsidy of £100 per centre, sonse-
quently the rest of the money has to be found from
other sourees.  The Lotteries Commission provide
somng of the money, but the rest has to be foumd by
the gemernl public. The local commiltess are Te-
spousithle for the raising of this money and it is fo
Lelp them that the Annual Baby Wesk Appeal is
lield.  Thess appeals ave very difficalt to rmn as it
i hard to fiod g capable organiser and also becanse
the general public—other than those whe actually
benefit from the eentros—do not see why they should
bt ealld upon to find money for what they eonsider
15 a necessary sooinl serviee,  The argument s eon-
stantly being put forward by (he public, wly shonld
et the Governmeni aceept the Ananeial respon-
sibality for the infant health centres in the same
manner as they do for the school medieal serviees,
dental serviess, ele, and ns iz done by other States
of Anstralia.

In the majority of enses local commitbees arve find-
ing it more and more difficalt to raise their cofmit.
menta and the consequence is that they are finding
it diMenlt o keep the members of the committec.
Whers eommitiees have to find a ceriain =um of
money for the ercction of a building, furnishings,
ole,, thia they do not mind becavse they can definitely
s the el in view, bot, it is a totally different mat-
ter when they have fo commit themselves to fAnding
a =ob sum of money every year and they find it too
much of g commitment to undertake ns a rogular
thing. This i= the renson why it is so difiealt fo
find people prepared to go on the eommittoss and
aveept this responsibility.

It is mosi earnestly hoped for the stability amd
seenrity of the work—and no one will question the
faet that 1l s & notional work—that the (Fovernment
will sonn be able to find themselves in o soffieiently
sannd fnaneial position to assept the responsibility
for the maintenanes of this work, as they do for the
muiatemines of sehon]l medical and sehood dental
sepvices.  In snwing this, no reflection is intended
apon loeal committees, hecanse they have been doing
far more work than the goneral public has the
alightest coneeplion of. In the majority of eases,
howewer, 1|‘1|~_1.' are ﬂmliﬂg ﬂ:lll atrain Loo tml‘., T is
not fhe inibinl expense of the establishment of the
oentre that is the diffienlly, bot the constant worry
of yearly mainfonanee.

The Infant Health Association is fortunate in hav-
ing a very fine holy of norses working ot their
centres and it is due to the interest that these sisters
take and the fact that in many eases they look upon
it as their life's work that the eentres are able to
keep going, sven though, in some cases; they are con-
stantly overworked. 1 would like to take this oppor-
funity of thanking all these sisters who have done
g pdmirahly during the paszt fwo vears smnd main-
tained our work al soeh a high standard.

The figures for the infant health eentres, exelod-
g the correspamlence seetion, are as follows:—

Total E - s
Yoo o | Totsl | Total

Individieal| Attend- | Noo of o, of |
Centre. Cics ances of | Visits to | Consults: |
dlealt Eraliies, Hixiirs. LITTES

Total N mefennsd o Total No, of Cases
IMctor ar where Inetation
Huoapital, restoned.

| Mothers. I Babics. | Entirely. | Partly.

with,
Tatal for the Year 1957 ... | RLE 1| | 01,263 18,426 4352 402 | L7z G HEH
Potal for the Year enling 30th | |
June, 1038 .., SRk B a0 | RS4aT 18,123 | 111,021 | L 1,024 15 353
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It will be noted that the Agures for 1937-1938
show n very grest incresse over those of the pre-
veding twa years. The fgwres for 1087 appear to
be much higher than those for 1938, but it must be
realized that the !!'lil‘l'.‘-k for 1938 are lower becanse
a pew method of keoping records was brought into
fores for the purpose of preventing a esrlain amonnt
of overlnpping which it was thought had been tak-
ing place. So that actually, the figures for 1937
are higher than they should be and those for 1938
give a triue recond of the astaal position,

Beport af fafont Meadth Corcéspandenes Sclieme  frim
s imecplion im Dheeember, HRE, do I.Iﬂ,-\rmbfr. 1038,
Mumler of motbers who bave nritten .. BG30

Kumber of expectant mothars who have

wrilion " e TATE
Muomber of letters pecebvied <o 31260
Mumbeer of lefbers writfen o EHIET

SNumbers of setn of patterms semt . ZASE
Visita puid by mathers to the contre .. 5800

The nurse in charge of the Correspondenss Infant
Health Naorsing Scheme reports as follows for
1937-19658 :—

1937, 1038,
Individanl mothers om the roll .. 1858 1,550
New mothors o o S T 1,356
Expectant mothers on the roll .. 344 457
New expectant mothers .. gy 410

Total econsaliations re l:"Iputh;l.l
mothers .. & - F ] (1310
Total number of lotters reccived 5020 5,208

Total numlwers of letlers writtem 5,202 5,517
Muilors who have visited the eontre 1,132 1,187
Bets of patterns sent - o 245 Ao
First cireulnr letters sent .., ce S 240 2108
Follow.up circolnr letters sent .. 2457 1548

Eromilenst falks from 8AM amd 6PM gives weelkly.

Woekly srticles published in thirty country sews-

jruprs.

The ecorvespondence nursing scheme is more than
fulfilling the hopes which were entertained for @
when it was commeneed, ns it s proving o great boon
Lo all “euthaek” mothers who are not otherwise able
to get in toueh with an imfant health purse.

The wumber of eountry mothers who visit  the
nursg ot the eentre when they come to town is in-
creasing every vear, and last wvear LIST imdividuoal
mhithiers visiled the eentre. Az n malter of fncl, it
s throigh the publicity given to infant health work
by the Correspondense Nursing Scheme and by the
reali=ation of the enefiiz that mothers ean have from
properly trainesd infant health nurses, that we have
aweceeded in geiling so many new eentres started
during the last two vears, We have found that many
of the mos=t ardent workers to get these centres started
have been mothers who have themselves sctually
henefited from the Correspondence Norsing Scheme.

E. M. BTANG,
Medieal Supervisor of Infant Health
Centres in W.A.

REPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT PATHOLOGIST AND BACTERIOLOGIST.

The Cammizsioner

I snbmit herewith o record of work done in the
Publie Health Laboratory for the years 1937 and
(ELH

The work of this laboraiory ineludes all the patho-
logy and laeterivlogy sent by doctors and hospitals
thronghout the State, also medico-legal examinatioons
done for the poliee, also general publie health exam-
inations, such as water supplies, sewage effluents, and
work on milk amd butter done for loenl authorities
and butter factories. We only do part of the work
for tle Children’s Hospital and the Perth Hospital
as they have smaller laboratorics of their own, The
part of the work wo do for the latter is the prepara.
tion of their eulture media, their stains, bieod-
grouping sern, the performing of vimlence tests for
diphtherin, guinea-pig tests for tuobercle, Wnsser-
mann renctions aml so on,

As regands  diphtherin—the nomber of swabs
examined for 1937 was over 10,000 but only 6,775
for 1938, The numbers vary o good desl from year
to vear, the number of swabs heing in relation to
the incidence of the discase. Thore hns beon a good
deal of preventive inoculation against diphtheria
done during the last two years and this may account
also for the deeling in the number of swabs examined.

Smears for leprosy have inerensed very much dur-
ing the two years. This is due to more active

menstres being taken fo round up saspeeted cases
andd o have them verified,

of Public Healih,

Examinations of blood for the enteric group of
dizenses keeps abont the same level as the previeus
two vears. We have, however, rather more enses of
Brills disesse powndays than of typheid.

The number of smear examinations for wencreal
ilisense i< lnrge, over 6,000 for each vear. The nom-
liers are so lorge beemuze wo bave taken over this
adilitional work of the Perth Hospital. All venereal
disenss clinies and hospital wands in Perth Hospital
now send e work here.  This sends the bloed tets
up too; Wassermann reactions veached nearly 4,300
i 1838,

Examinations of water supplies have visen to 700
during 1935, A great part of this s work done to
keep a check on the purity of Perlh's water supply.
This supply eomes from many different sourecs and
a conslant weekly examinntion goes on in  the
Inhorntory.

The general tendency is for laboratory work to
imerease; during the past years the number of tesis
required of ns ereep up gradually, The figure for
1957 wos 25,501: for the vear 1038, TLATS,

W. 8 M«GILLIVRAY, M.B., Ch.B, D.P.H.,
Barteriologist.

Gile Jume, 1039,
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Tame . —=XOTIFICATIONS OF EACH TYPE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE RECEIVED BY THE DEPARTMENT
OF PUBLIC HEALTH FOR EACH MONTH OF THE YEAR ENDED 3isr DECEMEBER, 1937,
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Tams 2 —NOTIFICATIONS OF EACH TYPE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE RECEIVED BY THE DEPARTMENT
OF PUBLIC HEALTH FOR EACH WEEK OF THE YEAR EXDED 3lsr DECEMBER, 1637,
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