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THIRTYNINTH REPORT OF THE
COMMISSION OF PUELIC HEALTH - 1060 - 1961,

To the Honorable Ronald Mack, M.L.C,
Sir,

We have the honour to submit; in accordance with Section
23(3) of the Health Act, 1958, our report for the year ended
30th June, 1961,

The Commission continues to be concerned with the prevalence
of certaln of the infectious diseases, and, in psrticular, attention
ie directed to infective hepatitis which has shown the second high-
a2t preval:once since this dlsease was first made notifisble in 1952,
Mention was made in last year's report of claims made that the
virue had been isolated b4t such reports have not yet been conflrmed,
Recent information on this subject from America appecars hopeful ihat
the causal virus will be isolated and there then is a possibility of
produclng an efficient veccine. In the measntime, the Comnmission
must re-emphasize that to control the spread of this discsse,
atiention must be paild to personal hyglene with partieulasr refer=
ence to senitation in echoole and, in this regard, notes with
gatisfaction the decision of the Government of Viectoria to proceed
with septic sewerage in all State Schools,

The Commission desires to sgaln emphasize the need for
continued immunization egainst those diseases for which immunizing
materials are svailable and wishes to record its appreclation of
the co-operation of muniecipslities throughout the whole State 1n
conducting immunization campaigns,

The position today in regerd to disesses such as diphtheris
and poliomyelitis must be largely attributed to the success of the
jmmunization campaigns throughout the Etats and represents a con-
glderable saving in life and hospital costs,

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Infective Hepatitis:
In 1960, 2,385 caces werg notifled end up to 30th June, 1961,

a further 1,737 czses were reported.
Hotifications eech yesr of the last five yezrs and the first
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half of 1961 were as follows:—

Ycar. Humber of Cases,
1956 3056
1957 1384
1958 1053
1559 152
1960 2385
1961 (six months., ) 1737

Incidence:-

' In the Commission's report for the year 1959/60, refcrcnce
was made te the wvirtusl shzence of poliomyelitis dvring the first
half of 19f0. However, there was & significant rise in incidence
towards the latter part of the year when s total of 22 cases was
reported during the period July to December, 1960. A furthsr 58
cases were notified doring the first half of 1961 meking a totel
of B0 cases including thrse deaths over the period under review,
At first, the disecase was coufined to the metropoliten sres, but,
during the early monthe of 1961, bscame endemic throughout the
S8tate and no particular area had a preponderance of casees; LO
cases were in the metropolitan ares aond LD cases in the country.
Pollomyelitis Type III virus was lsolated from 53 of thesc cases
and Type I from two cases, The great majority of cases notified
oceurred in the unvaccinated,

The following teble will ensble comparison of the number

of cases reported over the past five yearss

1956 252
1957 12
1958 60
1959 30
1960 22
For 6 months to 30th June, 1961 538

It will be obecrved that there has been a dramatic fall in
cases since 956, in the latter helf of which year Sglk vacclnation
commenced.

After Care:

There are 1,705 patients under treatment at the present time






fa
-3 -
and this still includes many who contracted the disease during
epldemic years,

A constant end inecressing number of patlents suffering
from Multiple Sclerosis and other chronic nesurological dlseases
ere belng referred for physiotherapy and medicasl sttention,

During the period under review, 2,313 consultations were
made et 75 country clinics as compsred with the 1955/56 figures
of 1,698 consultations st 85 country clinies.

There are, at present, twenty-one physiotherapists and nine
physlotherapy aseistants on the staff of this Division who wvisit
patients in country &nd metropolitan sreas between clinles,

During the yesr, there were 373 admisslons to the Lady Dugan
Red Cross Home for periocds of up to silX weeks for treatment, and, in
some cases, home relief. Admission to thls Hume is confined to
femoles of all ages and male petients up to six years of sge.

In sddition, thers were 1,000 out-patient treatments carried
out during the past twelve months at the sbove home,

During the year, Cive wheelchairs were purchased by the
Department; these asre on temporery losn to patlents.

Hialk Voccine:

Considerszble spprehension erose owlng to the breskdown in
the supply of 8alk Veeclne which occurred in December 1960, and no
further suppliee have bsen svailsble for the remainder of the year
under review, Prior to this breskdown ia supply, the vaccinatlon
status of the Victorian community was determined st:

0-1l years 72.11%

=4l years 12,73%

Concern is expressed a2t the low wvacclinatlon stetus of the
adult populstion and of the failure of this section of the
community to take adventage of facilities offered for immunization.

TUBERCULOSIS .

The year 1960 showed very little change regsrding the
tuberculosis situation in Victorls as indicated in the accepted
methods of control and the statistics for the yesr, There were

863 cases of tuberculosis in all forms notified for the year
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compared with 862 for 1959 giving an overall »sic of 29,50 per
100,000 compared with 30,32 per 100,000 in 19859,

A review of the notifications over the past ten yesrs shows
a8 steady deeline in the incidence for people sged 15 to 24 yesars,
the figures for 1951-52 being over 200 ncow ceses notified and in
the last thrce yesrs less than 100 cases for csch yesr, The reason
for this is not known but it is interesting to note that this is
the age group which hos been offered prophylectic B,.0.6. vaccination

before leaving school over the last ten yearc,

-

Tear Populstion Kotifications Morbidity Decaths Hortality

rete per rate par

100,000 100,000 )
1951 2,299,536 1,006 Lk .76 o7 17.70
1952 2,356,719 1,013 42,81 306 1,61
1955 2,416,035 1,121 u6.39 279 11,55
1954 2,480,877 1,143 L& ,09 ol 5 9. 87
1955 2,555,021 97h 38.12 222 8,69
1956 2,632,623 885 33.62 154 TedY
1957 2,700,635 813 30,11 145 L T
1956 2,770,919 776 27.55 1h5 5¢23
19 2,842,503 862 30,32 153 5.38
1960 2,925,533 853 29,50 138 I 7

Hotifications included 95 cases of non pulmonary Forms
of toberculosis. This relotively high figure gives an indication
of the ready sccepltance by private medlecal practitioners of services

provided by the Stale fwo years ago for thesc forms of tuberculosis,

Year Fulmonarsy T.B. Hon—-FPpylipnary T.B.
Hales  remales, Mo les Femsles

Hotifieotion of

Hew Cazes LB5 283 [iTa) 55
Notifieation
of deaths a7 =8 8 5

There were 138 people reporied to have died of Tuberculosis
in some form, giving & rate of 4.7 per 100,000 deaths compared
with 153 deathe at a rate of 5.3 per 10¢,000 for 1959. An anglysis
of these deaths shows that the average age 5t dsath wes a little
over 60 years and thet less then LO% of these people sctually dicd

of active trberculosis,

Tuberculosis case finding econtinuoed along esteblished lines
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mess x-ray surveys, tuberculin testing of contacts of notified

cases and in schools, as well as routine health, hospitol and

practitioner services throughout the Stete,

During 1960, 393,498 persons attended the services provided
by the Division of Mass X-rey Surveys of vhom 194 were referred
for investigation as having active or possibly sective tuberculosis,
1,188 were regarded as having hecled or guiescent tuberculosis snd
1,852 had sbnormolitics thet wers esnsidered non-tubcreulous.

It moust be emphasised that a study of these cuses shows a
high rate of tuberculosis in pecople 2ged over 40 years and perilcul-
arly males in the 55 to 60 year age group. It is slso noted that
attendance for chest x-rays in this group is wvery disappeinting.

A sumnary of some groups of interest is ns follows:-

Occupetion or Humber Proved or Possibly
Group . X=Reved Actlive Tubereculosis,

Hairdrescers 3,704 11

Pensloners 1,693 g

Hotel Trades 1,817 15

Food Hardlers - B

fnte Natol 8,398 1

The survey of halrdressers commenced in 1959 was completed
during the year and 6,540 hairdressers were invited by letter to
have en X-ray; 3,704 attended of whom 11 had sctive or possibly
active tuberculosis, There cre still 2,742 halrdressers of whom
the Department hes no record of sttending for X-ray.

During the year & survey for tuverculogis of the Western
District Group of Country Roads Board employeecs was undertaken,
This resulted in the discovery of 6 cases of cetive tuberculosis
all of whom have responded well to treatment. It is plenncd to
extend this field of investigation to other arens.

It is disappointing thet in the metropolitan ares less
than 25% of the population considered eliglible for mass x-roy
surveys attended for X-ray.

In the year 1960, admissions to sanatoria and chalets and
approved tubcrculosis beds st hosplitsls number 1,176 (Meles 694,
females 4B2)of whom 203 were migranis), Thesc figures include

19 males and 25 femeles trested for non-pulmonary tuberculosls,
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The aversge duretion of hospitalization was as follows:-
Gresewall Saonatorium,........Hales, .........143 days

Heatherton SEneturium.......Emnlus.,....+...221 days
Femnles,....s 182 days

Austin Hospital, Thorecie Unit kHsles and
PEMELCEBsssecees B0 days

Country CheletBisscssscesss HMoles and
Females.. .. -+132 deys.

A werd of 22 beds at the Heatherton Sanatorium continued to
be available to the Prinec Henry's Hospital for the sceommodoiion
of femele convalesceont patients,

Treatment has gontinved slong lings esteblished in recent
yeare, Prolonged rest in bed is now recelving much lecss empheasis
than previously, Stirecptomyein, Pore-asminocsnlicylic peid z2pd
Isoniezid, used in varying combinations, are still the drugs of
choice, and this drug treatment 1s continued for one or iwo yeers
gfter the patlents are discharged from sanaotoriom. Where rcesisteance
to these grugs has become cstablished without control of the disesce,
the morc recently developed but less effective drugs are being
employed.

This regime has producet botter results and therc is now
a8 very low relopse rote smongst poatlents who co-operate in their
trestment.

Tuberculosis Allowsnces being paid at the 31st December, 1960
numbered 4L, compared with 504 at the end of 1959 and 2,049 in
February, 1952,

With a more sotisfectory mecocns of treatment of tuberculosls
at our disposal thc role of the clinic in supervision of patients
and their contactz is recciving more emphesis in tuberculocis
control., This hae resulted in greaster demends for the services
provided throughout the Staste. There hnss also been en extension
of the vse of isoniszid prophylactic therapy amongst contrcets ond
petientas who have discose which is thought to be possibly unstaoble.,

There has nlss becn an inercased demond from the public for B.C.G.

vaccination,.






Attendences Nomber of Mantoux B.C.G,

X-reys tested Vacelnat=-
ad,
Central Chest Clinic L1,042 31,62L 5,642 2,320
Prahran Chest Clinic 8,240 6,700 337 226
Bendigo Chest Clinie 3,491 1 B g 736 165
Eallarat Chest Clinie 2,359 a8l 120 67
Geelong Chest Clinie 3,249 3,170 1195 L1

Evening appolntments to attend elinies at the bureaux are
in increasing demeud and provide suitseble times for a large number
of working people.

Country services with chalets attached %o 10 base hospitsls
continue to give good service as in previcus years. The Cliniecs
held at the Community and District Hosplitals in the Latrobe Valley
and Wonthaggl have shown increascd sctivity end resulted in the
diaguosis of a number of pecple with sctive tuberculosis. The
cooperation of the medicsl practitioners in these areas is nost
enccureging.

Training of 18 Nursing Aides (Tuberculosis) continued
at the Sanatoris =nd 9 trained nurses completcd the post graduate
course in tubereulosis nursing during the yesr.

EESPIRATORY INFECTIONS.

Whooping cough was particulerly prevalsat during ths first
half of 1961 and, in sddition, isolations of seversl viruses causine
respiretory symptoms have been reportead from the Epidemiological
Rezesrch Unit st Falrfield Hospital.

Virus B Influenza:

This virus was present in paris of the letropollitan arca
over a period of three montns., Although the investigations are not
complete, there is =ome evidence to indicate that the large majority

of cases occurred in children who had not received the polyvalent

influenga vaccing.

Syncytial Virus:

This virus csuces bronchiplitis in very young children —

75% were under 12 monthe of ege =snd sll were under 5 years, o it
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1s essentislly an infantile disesse, Research workers at Paip-
field Hospitel have given several papers on this subject at
scientific meetingsend will shortly publish = report on this wark.
DIPHTHERIA.

During 1960 there were only 8 csses of this diseasse and not
one casse reported for the whole State during the period Janusry to
June 1961,

Twenty yecars ago there were 2,704 czses of diphtheria inelud-
ing an appreclable number of deaths, The figure for 1931 was 1322

cascs,
TYPHOID FEVER.

This discase is now uncommon but some Mental Hosnitals still
hold s number of old typhoid carricrs who are 1lisbls to infeect new
admissions.

Following the discovery of two new cases in Ballarat Mental
Hospital, an extensive investigation was undertaken by the District
Health Officer in conjunction with the Publie Heslth Laboratory, in
order to locate unknown typhold carricrs in the institution,

Over 500 specimens were examined end 1l cerriers were ispglat-
gd, These were sither transferred to snother hospital where there
were better faecilities for isolatien or subjacted to surgical treat=

ment.
ANTHRAX.

The Commission's report for 1960 shows threce cases of this
infection asspcliatcd with the handling of gost hsir importcd from
Pgkistan, Gubseguent tn?estiﬁations revealed that one pstient had
bean engaged carting goods from a berth &t Victoris Dock where goat
hair had been unloaded, snd the other two patlents beceme infected
while handling a consignment of hailr under quarantine for steril-
ization. The sterilization process used 1s considered effective
but there is some risk to employees who come in contact with the
raw product, This risk has been rcduced by the use of a private

Gamma Rad.ation sterilization plant installed at Dandencong. Another
safeguard for people who handle goat hair and other imported animal

products is the use of an anthrax vaccine. A limited quantity of this

material has bcen made aveilable to the Public Health Laborstory.
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IMMUNIZATION,

Inoculation material used in major municipal campaligns is
made evailable free of charge ceach yesr by the Commanwealth Govern—
ments This materisl is distributed by the Department of Health to
municipal councils and smaller guantities are used directly by Depart-
mental medical officers.

S8alk Vaccling and Quedruple Antigen are now avalilsble to Publie
Hospitals and private medical practitioners.

B.C.G. Vaccinz for protection against Tuberculosis is used
extensively by the B.0.G. Sgetion of the Tuberculozis Branch.

Influenze Vecclne:

The Consultative Council on Influenza advised that there was
a strong possibility of an epidemlc of Asian influenza during the
winter of 1961, snd recommended that children zged from six months
to four years should be protected by immunlsation. The Commission
supported this recommendation to the Honcurable the Hinister =nd
the Government made funds avallable to purchese the waceine which
was speclally designed for use¢ with young children, MNost Municipal
Councils coopersted in this campaign and some 317,000 doses of
polyvalent veccine were distributed,

Victoria was the only State to conduoct such a cempmsign. The
expected iovasion of the Asiasn influenza ddd not evenivate but an-
other strain, Type B, was found to be present. Thc polyvalcot
vaccline wsed would heve provided a mcesure of protection agsinst
this type =nd would have amesisted in limiting the spread of the
dieease.

Balk Vaccine:

Due to difficulties in production at the Commonwealth Serum

Laboratories, supplics of Salk vaccine have not been availasble since

December, 1960,
It is expected thst the first betch of the Laboratories'

vaceine will be rclessed shortly end that immunisation campalgns

will be under way again during the latter half of 1961,






Quadruple Antigens

The problems assoclated with the curtailment of Salk Veccine
were to some extent allevisted by the introdvetion of Quadruple
Antigen in March, 1961,

Administration of the mixed eantigen iz limited to children
under two years of oge, but it hes ensbled immunisation of a proport-
ion of infants who would otherwise heve ineressed the numbers of
those requiring Salk.

Digtribution of Immunising Material:

The total quantity distributed during 1960-61 iz as follows,

figures for the corresponding period 1959-60 are shown for compardssn:.

Agent. Doses Doses Protection
lﬂﬁﬂ—ﬁﬂ 1250—51 Provided,
Balk Vseeccine 816862 375530 Poliomyelitis
(supplies interrupted)
Quad, Antigen Kot L3711 Pollio, Pertussis,
Avallable Diiphtheris and
Tatanus.
Triple Antigen 172638 152265 EFertuasis, Diphtaeria
end Tetanus,
¢.D.T. 935766 ThoLt EDiphtheria and
Tetanus
P.T.A.F. 8276 50,0 Diphtherie
P.T.T. 51276 3TW66 Tetanus
2msll Pox Vaccine 21755 22199 small poX.
Tuberculin L6760 Lu739 Tuberculosis
B.C.G, Vaoccine 38580 35431
Influenza Vacclne 317000 Influanza.

Special Product,.

VENEREAL DISEASES,

The Clinic has now completed its first full year in new
premises in Gertrude Street, Pitzroy. It was thought at one lime
that the tranafer to o less central site might effcct the number of

attendances, but there has been only s slight drop in the number of
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males secking attention (2434 es egainst 2792 in 1959-60) and
practically none with the femasles (502 compared to 515).
Notifications:

The total notificationa of veneresl dlsease have dropped
eince last yaar,

Figures for the two yeors are as follows:

Year Syphilis Gonorrhoea

1959-60 225 910

1960=-61 137 976
Treatment:

There has been ho major change in trestment methods doring
the year, but a new type of penicillin incorporating en entl-
histamine has sided in the continuance of trestment of syphilitie

patients who might be exhibiting some ellergy to penicillin,

Diphtheria:

There was only one positive ispolation of a virulent straln
of Diphtheris bacillus during the year: It was grown from a child
contact of & case in Fairfiecld Hospital, end was an un-typable atrain

of Coryncbacterium mitis. This follows the first year in which not

a single virulent strain wes encounterecd.

Salmonella:

The Salmonella isolations fell from 61 in 1959 to L6, and
125 cultures were typed for other labora‘tories agsinst 105, =8 a
study of serotypes covering the past four years shows that the
generzl pattern remains much the same with Splm, typhi-murium by

far the commonest followed by Selm, bovis-morbificsns snd Szlm,

derby. There were L strains of Salm, combridge, 2 of Salm.

granienburg and Salm, riuenchen, and one each of 3alm, warrsgul
and Selm, woyeross which did not appear in the previous yecr.

The ouly stroin of Sslm. paratyphi B was phage type Beccles

from Tasmania: 1inguiry revesled nc connectlon with &2 previous

case of this type in 1959 from Hobart,






Fourteen new infections were encountersd, five from cases
of typhold fever =snd nine Prom cerriersa.

Following the detection of a case who had been infected in
Ballerat Mental Hospital where there wWere already flve known
carriers in a separate isolation unit, a search was made in the
femele ward from which this patient came, Among the 140 inmates
of this werd, 9 previously unknown carriers were detected. The
eearch for carriers was extended to eertain other wards and the
staff of the Institution, so that in 2ll 496 patieats were screcen—
ed, but nc further carriers were found, Although a totsl of 9
patients showed a Vi antibody reading in excess of 1/10, repeated
feecal and urine cultures on these were negatilve,

In addition, cultures of Eal&.txph{ from L sporadic cases
in Vietoria ware typed during the yesr,

On the advice of the Director of the Internatlional Enteric
Referanca Laboratory in London, 6 cultures previously classed as
type 38 wers reclassified ss type 46, which appears to be endemis
oft the Iberian Peninsula,

Shigella:

The number of the various Shigella species isolated shows an
incresse in Sh,sonnei infections for which smouldering institutional
outbreaks at the Children's Welfsre Department, the Foundling Home
and St.Joseph's Nursery were responsible., The control of bowel -
infections in plasces where small chilldren live a comnunal 1life
i8 notoriously difficult, end the Laboratory has given ss much
gsesistance as poesible to the staffs of these institutions in their
attempts to solve this problem, though unfortunstely complete success
cannot be claimed.

General:
In aceociation with an officer of the B3tate Rivers and

Water Supply Commission a number of samples of effluent tfrom a
new patent chemicsl woter closet were cxamined to determine

whether this machine would be suitable for uce on VoEBEls on

inland reeervoirs; it was found that the clalms of the manufacturer,
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that it was guite safe and satisfactory, could not be substantisted,
One case of guartsn melaria wes disgnosed in Octcber. The
patlent had returnsd from tha Sclomon Islands during the previous
8ix monihs end had ccosed to toke entimalarial drugs tvwo months
previcusly.
A Burvey of the level of . ggpplutinins to Brucells and the

endamic Leptospira species (L.ictcrohermorriingise). polions snd

mi23 amoag inhcbitants of the Corryong district, mostly fermers
or farm hends, was carried out. One hundred and sixty sera were
received; of these 16, or 10 per cent., ghowed antlbody to
Brucella at a titre of 1/80 or higher, snd a fuither 27 at 1/L0:
none showed any antibedy to the Lestospira, The findingas sre to
be analysed in relation %o the individosl histories,

The hope expressed in last ye=zr's roport for a new School

in 1963 space may become gvaeilabls fPar further development of the

Public Health Laboratory Servica,

ANNUAL BXAMINATIONS 1957 - 1960,

1957 1958 1959 1960
1'-':-,' witharins
Cudtuses 54795 Jsd7L 2,832 2,975
Aniinal Ingculatlions L5 1 - A
Vincent's Orzonisms 8 5 1 1
@tranicccoasl Iufsstion:
Wakurca 1,077 L, 08l L,072 35185
Grouping Saf 1,205 £50 ThJ
Antisirentolysin Titre 751 T13 a76 722
Enver.c-Inteetlons:.. :
Culwures 3,30 L, 556 3520 3,610
iIdentifiocntions Log
Wilcal Agglutinations Bes Sorology (1w g
Other Serolcry:
~ Brucella ?L)
Glandular Fever 315
Tyrhus Fever Fo
Toxoplosma 1,918 1,502 1,471 163
Leptospira 172
Anthrex mntibodies 100
Hiavallan&ous Ll
gggprs1
turea 881 1,127 1,124 1,015
Drug Sensitivitises 2,75¢ L,163 3,199 2, 1766
Gonorrhoea:
Direct Examination 857 BL6 758 632
Culturcs e LA 2,852 1,597 1,741
Trichomonas & Monilia Lo L1 21 19
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Annual Examinations ( eont'd)

1957 1958 1955 1960
Medical Mycology:
ilicroscopic & Culture - - T96 L2l
Wateprs:
Eacteriological Analyses 22l 26l 22L 2L7

Regearch Frojects:
rucella - - 2L9 ZEE

23,178 26,039 22,24, 21,816

CHEMICAL LABORATORY,

Th. Health Section of the State Lesboratories has functicned
eatiefectorily dnring the psst year. A lsrge range of sanplss,
almost 2,000 in number, wss submitted to the laboratory. lore
than four-fifths of these comprised food samples svbmitted under
the Food and Drug Regulations, and, of these, sbout 14 per cent
failed to comply with reqguivemsnis, =g compared with 16 per cent.
in 1959-60, and 13 per cent in 1958-59,

Owing to the great advances which heve been made in food
technologZy, the Depariment has now asppolnted the Senlor Chemist
+o the dusl position of Food Technologist and Eenior Chemlst, and
an additional position cf Chemist has been creuted in view of 8
ecertain amount of chemical work being relinguished by thes Senior
Chemist.

Comtients regarding & number of aspects of the work carried
out doping the year are as follows:

Dairy Products:

The number (15) not complying with the Regulations was un-

expectedly high. Ons sample of milk contained 16 per cent of

addesd water, The position is summarised thus:

Dairy Product Number Submitted Humber not ecmplying.
Milk 397 2
Cream 17 al
Butter 2 2
Cheese T 3
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Mest_and Meat Products:

These foods sgein exhibited by far the highest proportion
of edultersted samples. However, except in the csse of tripe, an
overall improvement in standard has occurred,

Pigures sre &s followe:

Food Humber of Humber not Proportion
samples complying not
submitted with Reguletions complying.,

S 1960-1 1959-60

Meat-Fresh 107 21 20% 41%

Meat-Chopped 305 80 267 I3%

Mcet-

Manufacturzd L5 [ 135 20%

Sausages &

Sausage moat 345 50 17% 184

Tripe i T 100% 50%%

Mcat Pics 19 10 53% 65%

Qther adulterated foods:

A sample of olive oil and a sample of brandy failed to

mect requirements,

Coal Tar Dyes:

The sddition of colouring contrary to the provisions of the
Regulatione was detected in one gample of soft drink, one sampls
of cider, two samplcs of frenkfurts, and five of imported "smoked"
fish (annstto is the only colouring permitted in this food.) Non-

permitted dyes were detected in eolouring materials intended for

use in food.
Formsldehydc:

This preservative which is permitted only in "smoked" fish,
has again becn dectcected in Imported frozom lish. Although over—
geas literature suggesis that it is a natural constitusnt of
guch food, it has not becn found ie any samples of fresh or frozen
Australilan fish examined in the lshoratory.

Lead:

A bottle cleasned with lead shot prior to usc for holding

an alcoholic beverags, contained on apprecisble guantity of lead,

Lesd in excces of the sccepted safe limit has boen found
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in one Viestern District school weter supply where lead piping
is used, This investipgatlon is continuing.

Elght samples of Japenese pencils and ersyons were submitted
by the Education Department in connsction with posslble approval
for use in achools. Four contained substantiasl proporticns of
lead, The mectal was present in the external pesint eoating on two
of the penclle, Lead was also a principal constlituent of the tubec
used to contsin & colouring material from ths same source.
Miscellaneous:

A comprehensive investigation into the cleanliness of rags
end flock belng used in Victoria was undertsken, and the results
forwarded to the sppropriste committec.

Tests have been carried out to determine the relative inflam-
abllity of clething msterial.

CONTAMINATED DESICCATED COCONUT.

For nearly 10 years bacterial contamination of coconut has
been of world wide concern, The importance to this Stete is the
intermittent arrival of consignments of coconut chiefly from
Ceylon, Nany thousands of bags may be unlosded snd distributed to
wholesalers in good faith; yet the time consuining baclerial
examinations may eventually show infection of the coconut with the
food poisoning Salmonells orgenisms, OSomelimes paratypholid germs
are found and the dangsr of the more serious frank typhold contaom-
ination must be kept in mind,

An Officer of the Commonweslth Department of Health was
invited to visit Ceylon during 1961, concerning precautions to be
teken in the preparation of desiccated coconat and 1t will be
some time befgre his advies is implemented, In the interim,
sampling and condemnation if necesscory of imported coconut will
continue.

FOOD CONTROL.
Two new types of meat have become gvailable in Victoria.

The firs: is boned out kengaroo mest from N.5.W. which is

used for humen consumption and dog food. As the kangaroo 1s class—

ed ss game, it is not subject to the Meat Supervision Regulations.
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Conditions surrounding the shooting of the animals and subsequent
preparation for market were found at timecs to be substandsrd but
it was not possible to separate the pet food supply from thot
destined for humens., The chief safeguard in the long run scemed
to be that the kangaroo 4id neot acguire in its natural state any
diseases communicable to man and =211 meat for humen ceonsumption
has to be prepared in registcred food premises. The supply is
intermittent and limited.

Buffale meat from Horthern Territory hes bocome available
in considerable guantity in the frozen state, The boned out con=
elgnments are subject to inspectlion at the Mctropolitan Meat
Inspccetion Depots. It is used to a limitcd extent in the preparat-
ion of small goods.

PROFRIETARY MEDICINES ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

Sinecs the Propriectary lMediclnes legislation came into operat-
jon in February, 1948, 11,967 applications for registration have
been received., Of this number, 9,758 have been registered and, of
the remainder, & large number have been withdrawn, Someg 300 are
gtill the subject of negotiations or hove been deferred pending
receipt of clinical or scientific information to justify the claims
made.

The work of the Committee is preocecding smoothly, Applicat-
ione are being received at an average rate of 60 per month, but
despite this number cvery applicatlon is seen by thc Commitice
within ceveral wecks of date of lodgment sco that at any one time
there is no grecat number of epplications which have not been deslt.
With.

During the ycsr an Act entitled the Health (Proprietary
Medicines) Act. 1961, was passed glving power to the Chiesf Health
Officer to review the registration of proprietapy medicines ot the
expiration of ten years from the date of reglstration.

THE HOME HELP SERVICE,
The Home Help Service continves to expand. 4n additional

seven scrvices arc now operating, while in the 6 months period
ending 31lst December, 1960 & total of 6,035 houscholds received






homs help as compared with 5,234 for the same psrilod the previous
year, an increase of 801.
The follwoing subsidies were gronted during the 1960/61

financial year:-—

Maintenance subsidiss for new services: B

Bpecial grants for individual casas: 3

Specisl grants for transport: (Three of the

grants for transport werc roeviews). 11

Number of services at present operating: 97

Home Helps engaged 870 (Full time 271
Part time By
Hourly Easis 260

Total number of hovssholders assisted for
6 months pericd ending 31st Dgcember 19613 6,035

2% of the sbove cases wore clderly,

Total cost to the Government for 12 months = £168,982,
ELDERLY CITIZENS' CLUES.

During the last twelve months, many of the club premises
wers completed for clubs granted subsidies in previous years.
Thess clubs have now besn able to greatly extend their activities,
During the twelve months ending 30th June, 1961, the follow-
ing subsidies were granted:-

15 Capital Crants E? new Clubs
B Additional Grants

10 Maintenance Subsidies El new Club
8 Clubs slready grantod
( Capital Subsidies,

Total number of clubs now granted Capital

and/or Maintenance Subsidies:— 75
Total Capital Grants Approved:=-— TL
Totel Maintenanec Subsidies Approved:-— 52
The Capital Expenditure for 1960/61 £52,359.

Capital Commitments at 30th June, 1961 £33,735
Maintenance Expenditure for 1960/61 £23,952
Total Cost to Govermment for 1960/61 £76,312

This represents an inereased expenditure of £26,000 compared

to 1959/1960.
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The present position regarding the subsildised clubs is &s
follows:=-

43 Clubs ere situsted in the Metropolitan Area,

32 Clubs pre situsted in Country Towns.

57 Clubs ars now oporating in their own premiscs, while 9
others have received approvals for grents towerds the provision of
permanent club rooms. The remaining 9 clubs are opecrating in
tamporary club rooms which, in most cases, the clubs £ind adeguate

and for which small Capital Grants have been approved.

SKIN CANCER.

Mesdical Officers of this Department continuved thejp inves-
tigations menticned in last year's report into the prevolence of
gkin canecer in Victorian. Reflectometer tests on some 900 Univer-
ity students were carried out to sec 1f there waos any plgmentary
relaticnzhip over a wide range of skin checks. The work is nnt
yet complete but, so far, except 2z o recial diseriminator, nothing

new hos been disclosed.

IRENCT AND VERMIN INFESTATION.

During 1960-61 many complaints were received by the Depari-
ment concerning insect infestation.

The undue presence of glies in the metropolitan arca direct-
ad attention to all &spects of the disposal of putrecsclhle meterial,
It was held that uncovered gerbage would provide sxtenslve arecas
for fly breeding, However, such a factor, important ss it may be,
did not wholly account for tho invasion of the small flics,

The Commission decldod to appoint an expert Committee to
aiemineg and advise on the problem,

In the meantime the Commission advises thzt the elimination
of breeding places and attecntion to hygiene end sanitation are
the prime measures for the control of flies,

Mosquito breeding has given rise to considerable annoyance
to residents and hospitsl petisnts in the Colllngwood - Fairfield

Ml

ares betwesn the Merri Creek end the Yerra River, Ths mailn species
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concerned is found to be culex molestus, a vigorous night biting
mosguito, thet breeds in stegnant waters, drains and the 1llke.

Irritation to cempers &nd residents on tho Mornington Pen-
insula dve to the activity of molestus has been reported as wall,

- There seems to be little possibility of eliminating 211 the
breeding places on the Peninsula but some efforts towards eontrol
in Ceollingwood and on the Yarra Bend Naticnal Park produced good
results, Apart from this, personal protection with mosquito
rapallant, mosguito proofing homes and the use of insectleldes is
the main hope in achieving limited control.

Rat infegtation has onec agsin become suffleciently cobvious
in Melbourne to cause the Advisory Committec on Ret Contrel to
bring the matter to the ettention of the Commission, It is diffi-
cult to determine whether rate are in fact more numerous, The
most likely explanstion is that the demolition of old City build-
ings, slum reclamation end large scale dralnsge works have forced
the rats out into the open. If this is so, the infestatlon could
be claimed to be temporary, nevertheless, Fublic Authorlties and
Municipel Councils werc odvised to step up rat control activiiy,

INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE.

Interdeportmentel Committee on Pesticides.
This Committce has met on four occasions during the year,
It iz chiefly concerned with matters of industrial hyglene
or occupational health; but its scope extends beyond thie to
matters of interest to other Branches of the Department and
includes pesticide residues on foodstuffs, hazords of houzehold
fly sprays, ctc.
Fumigation of Whest.

The Grain Elevetors Board has ndopted the method of using
phosphine for the fumigation of whest and garly this year this
Division was csked to advise on safety precautlons, This reguest
followed the death of an employee of the Board who had been exposed
to phosphine and whose death wes thought at the time to be possibly

due to this ges, Shortly afterwards another death occurred in a
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foreman who had been working on ships loading fumigated whest,

The method of fumigation of wheat arriving at the terminal
had been investigated by the Division some years previously and was
considered guite safe, However, until such time as the sctual
cause of death was determined in both cases referred to sbove the
Division agreed to a reguest by the Grain Elevators Foard to carry
out regular safety checks of all trucks of funigated wheat arriving
at the depot and in addition, for the testing of concentrations of
the ges in the holds of ships and in the storage arca, Thess inves-
tigations and tests did not diseclose concentrations of phosphine
likely to be dangerous,

Certain improvements to the safety measures of the fumigat-
lon procedures at the above storage area wera suggested to and
adopted by the Board, the most important of whichwas ths provision
of suction exhausts to the bins undergoing fumigation.

Inquests into the causes of deaths referred to above were
held and the Coroncr's findings recently anncunced were that desbh

in both cases was doe to natursl causcs,.

For the year cnded June, 1961, therc were a total of 977
licences issued under these regulstions which mzy be sumnarized as

follows:=

Irrediating Apparatus:

Hedical Loo
Dental zhE
Industrial 3l

Chiropractor el

Chiropodist is
Educational T
Veoterinary o

813
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Redic-Active Substznees,

Medical 55
Industrisl 89
Educational __ 12
156
Transport 8

PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

The number of approvals of plans and specifications of
public bulldings was slightly lower at 9LD than for the previous
year, The fipgure for new buildings wos 524 and for alterations and
additions 416. Included in these numbers were 128 new pre-cchools
and infant welfare centres and 17 extensions to existing pre-schools
and infant weifare centres.

Day inspections of public buildings remained at the high
level of 4,879 for the year but during public occupntion was some-
what reduced to a figurc of 765. No instonces of overcrowding of

a picture theatre were reported,; attendances generally being poor.

Several new provinciel sewersge schomes were commencod
during the year together with a number of extcnslonsz to cxisting
gewage treatment plants, & number of proposed provineclel sewcrage

schemes were also investigated.

OFFERSIVE TEADES AND STREAM POLLUTION.

Segveral new sbattolrs were erccted in country mcat areas
together with numercus extensions to both large and small shattoirs
in country and metropolitan meot ereas,

Complaints regarding stresm pollution (particularly from
butter factories) were investigated and azetion taken to rectify
the source of nulsance. A number of approvals wore issued for the
disposal of trade waste from new industries to streams after

adeguate pretrcatment of the wastes,
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SWIMMING POOLS.,

The investigation of swimming pools by & Deparimental
Chemist has extended throughout the Stste. llany of these pools
now have safer and more plessant water due to advice on chlorinat-
lon and chemical dosage,Circulasrs were sent to muniecipal couneils
regerding hazerds of chlorination, faulty equipment, plant location
and respirstors in an endsawvour to reduce the risk of handling
chlorine gas. On the advice of the Commission, the Locsl Govern-
ment Department now recuires that Health Department recommendations
on safetr and testing eguipment be a condition of pool subsidy
approval, Detailed information was obtained during the year on
recent American invesiigations of pool sterilization with iodine,
The information indicates that this method of sterilization is still

in the experimental stage,

LIR FOLLUTION,

The Commission's Rescarch Officers engsged on air pollution
research and control exXpanded the deposit gauge survey to 35 stat-
ions, all new gaugss belng sited in the following metropolitan
municipalities: Altona (2), Broadmeadows (2), Footscray (3),
Heidelberg (2), and Williamstown (3). In addition to thess measure=
ments of monthly particulate fallout, sulphur cdiloxide and smoke
monitors have been established in 5 mnnleipalities: City of Helb-
ourne, Brunswick, Collingwood, Footscray, and Hichmond., These
instruments give daily average reodings of the concentration of
gulphur dioxide and of suspcnded particulate matier in the atmos-
phere. The ready co-operation of municipal councils and their health
inspectors in this work is gratefully ascknowledged. Eqguipment is
also in hand for the assembly of a further 7 monitors and for the
measuremcnt of moteorological factors.

Numerous complaints in the metropolitan arcs and in provin=
elal cities werc investigated, necessitating over 300 inspcctions
as well as discussions with owners of plant and supplliers of eguip-
ment. Increasing attention was paid to beoiler plant and other fur-

neces burning both solid and liguid fuels, Specisal problems in-
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cluded fumes from anodizing and hot dip galvanlzing operations and
odours from acetylene manufacture, Noteworthy is the increasing
tendency of industry generslly to consult with the Department's
Officers before the installstion of new plant end mansgement's
recognition of the neced for effective air pollution control &t

the source. Propossls to estsblish minimum standards for the nelght
of industrial chimneys and the sbatement of smoke snd soot nuisance
from the ceramic industry reccived specisl attention.

Sections of the Clean Alr Regulations 1961, requiriang the
submission of plans and specifications of all new industriasl fur-
naces znu chimneys for spproval by the Commission with a view %o
minimizing the emission of air pollutants, csme into foree in June.

It 18 expected that examination of svueh plans will occupy a steadily
incressing portion of the time of officers engaged in sir pollution
control,

During the yesar, the following consolideting legislation was

given Royal Assent:-

Heglth (Tuberculosis Arrengement) Aect 1960 (No.67C7).

This Act continuesz the partieipation of both the Commonwealth

and Btate Governments in the tuberculosis campaign.

Health ( Amendment) Aet 1950 (No, 6732)

This amendment reiscd to Four pounds the maximum fce which a

municipality may by by-law fix for the examination of spptic tank
plend and for the inspection of the site =nd installation. It slso
changed to a monthly basis Meat Inspectors' returns which were
previously forwarded to the Commission annually.

Clean Air (Sub-Committees) Aet 1961 (Wo. 6768).

Health (Proppietary Medicings) Aet 1961 (No,56756).

Tnes main provision in this smendment is for the review of
the registration of any proprietary medicine after the expiration of

not less than 10 years from its initial registration.
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The following regulstionz were approved:-

Amending Cleenliness (Food, Drugs snd Substsnces) Repulations 1960,

These amendments prohibit the receipt for clesning of
golled clothes, materials, ste. by any person engaged in the

handling of food.

Fluorpacetate Regulations 1960.

These regulations provide for the methods to be used ia the
preperation, laying and disposal of baits containing '1040' used in
vermin destruction programmes.

Apending Infectious Diseases Regulations 1961.

These amendments include completely revilsed excluslion tebles
for patients and contacts.

Clean Air Regulations 1061.

These regulations inecludc the reguirements to bec met by
occuplers of industrisl premises or land on which is instelled

industrial plant.

Amending Food Premices Hepulstions 1961,
These amendments provide for the installstion in Butchers',
Fish and Poultry Shops of an adeguate fly-repellant air current es

an alternative to a fly proof door.

Amending Mest Supcrvision Bggulstions 1961,
These smendments rcquire the svbmission of monthly reports

by Meat Inspectors instcad of snnual cnes as previously.
Proclemations snd orders - in - Council.

Secparate New Meat Arcas were gagetted for the whole of the
Shires of Ripon and Barrsbool and the whole of the Penshurst Riding
in the Shire of Mpunt Rouse, The existing Heat Apca covering 8
portion of the Shire of Corio was also cxtcnded to inelude the whole
of the Shire.

A prohibited area for certain offensive trades in a locality
in the Borough of Echuca was proclasimed and the offensive Trades
Provisions of the Heslth Act (so far ss those provisions aorc &pp=

licable to plggerics) were sxtended to an &res of 3 miles radiue in

the Shire of Seymour.












