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THIRTYEIGHTH REPCRT OF THE
COMMISSION OF PUBLIC HEALTH - 1359 - 60,

To the Honorable Bwen Paul Careron, M.L.O.

Sir,

We have the honour to subnit, in cccordance with Seetion 23(1)
of the Health Act, 1958, our report for the year ended 30th June, 1960,

The need for the continued immunisation ngainst diphtherin,
pertussis, tuberculosis, poliomyelitis and tetanus is stressed in the
individual reports. Although these reporta point out the present
success, they cmphasize the need for continucus vigilanee, and this
is particularly true when mutant strains are a2 likely development.

Infective hepatitis continues tc be a umatter of disquiet net
only from the steady incidence of the disense, but also from the point
of view of man hours lost and the resulting disability. Reports from
Eastern EBuropean countries have claimed isolation and culture of the
virus concerned, but none of these have been confirmed. The policy of
the Commission in relation to general personal hygiene and sanitation
appears to offer the best hope at the moment. The adninistration of
gamma globulin to persomnel cof relatively closed communities such ns
Creches has been carried out effectively in certain instnonces.

& further activity of the Commiassion was n skin cancer survey
conducted in conjunction with the inti-Cancer Council of Viectoria.
The District Health Officers took an active pnrt in educating the public
in the early signs of cancer. In an ngeing pepulation, degenerative
disease, cardio-vascular disease, and concer, become more evident and
important.

SHIN CANCER SURVEY.

The skin cancer survey was conducted by roandom sampling in
urbon and rural districts. An attempt wes made to pininise observer
errora and differing localitiecs were chosen in regard to geographical
features, degrees of urbanisation, and anticipated cccupations.

The survey revealed a total inecidence of skin ecancer that wns
higher than anticipated, but the disparity between nmales and femalez in
relation to carcinomata and kerntoses conformed to expectations. It was
found that the trend as to age and sex and inecidence of keratosis was
rmuch the same as skin cancer itaelf. In the earlier years of life, the
incidence was nuch lower in females but at 70 years the incldence wns
approximately the same in men and women.

The cclour of the hair, eyes, and skin in relation tc the
incidence of skin cancer was investigated and it wns found that there
was no significant difference between incidence in fair haired and red
haired persons and the incidence in blue-eyed nnd grey-eyed rpersons,
However, persons with fair heir and red hair were found to be three times
a8 susceptible to skin cancer as those with dark hair, It wos also found
thet people with fair skins were three times ns susceptible as those with
dark skins, and further, that people with fair hair were five times =as
susceptible as those with dark skins.
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The survey gave o foirly cleaxr eunt picture of the mordidisy
pf akin cancor and would tend %o support the idea thot ultraviolet
radiation ie a najor, but not the only, contributing factor. a8 a
resault of the survey it is considered that prophylnxis should be
advocated in the form of adeguate clothing nnd the use of filter creans
in those who ten to show the formatiom of ktaratoses at a relatively
early aga. Other econtributing factors nay be repeated traumt ond
low=grade infections in exposed surfaces particularly in grnziers,
farmera and orchardists, and alsoc the gland changes nssocinted with
advanced age.

The result of the investigation will be assesged for an
article in an appropriate journal.

POLICHYELITIS.

Polionyelitis Notifieations.

The sharp decline in notifications of poliomyelitis expericnced
over the last three years was even nore proncunced during the past
twelve months.

During the third quarter, 1959, there were saven coses, in the
fourth quarter, 1959, two cases, nons in the first quarter, 1960, and
one in the second quarter, 1960.

The one case oceurring during 1960 to the 30th June wns that
of an eleven mouths ¢ld boy frem South Malbourna who had received no
Salk injections. 'Throe further cascs closcely followed in July and
Angust, 1960, two wers from Collingwood and one fron Fitzroy. None of
these cnses had roceived Salk Vaceina. In two of the four cases, &
srirus woe growm and identified ae Type III Policonmyelitis. The last
in Victoria confirmed as Type III cceurred in the last quarter of 19

—

case
:'3-

Polionyelitis notifications for the years 1956 to 1959 and firat
half of 1960 were as follows:-

Year Humber of Coaes
1956 252
1957 12
1958 (18]
1959 30
1960 (as =t 30.6,60) 1

After—care.

Inring the 12-month pericd, July lst, 1959 to June 30th, 1960,
1,912 censultations were nade at 60 country clinics, and 226 consultations
were pade at 35 netropolitan clinics. Thia means that 2,138 ccnaulto-
tions were nade at 95 clinica which were nttended by cne cr nore of the
pedical staff, Nineteen physiotherapista and nine physictherapy
assistants visited motropolitan and country patients on several occasions
between clinies. It ia eatimated that the medical staff visited at
least 600 patients in their homes between clinices.

In view of the marked deerensc in incidence, these figures miy
appear to be rather high. This is brought about by the leng gﬂ?lﬂﬂ of
rohabilitaticn which is necessary with poliomyelitis patients and also
because thore has been n compensating inerease in the other cnacs being
treated by the Poliomyelitis Division.
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The profeapzional staff of the diwvisicn continne te recgive
inguiries for the rehshilitative treatment of patients suffering from
multiple seclerogis gnd allied neurologiesl prcoblens, 4t present there
are approxinately 200 patients recoiving intormittent treatnent for
multiple sclercsis.

The continuing laclk cof hospitel ereccormmodation for long tero
ehronic adulta whe can no longer be cared for at home is a souree of
congtant anwiety to the staff and the families for whon they provide
services.

There is an increasing interest in the provisicn of sheltered
enployment for those who comneot conpete in the opon labour market.
The lead which wns glven by the Mental Hygiene lfuthority in this
direction is boing followod in this Diviaion.

4 training course for physiotherapiste nnd physioctheraopy
aggigtants has been naintoined during this year, and it has bean
effective in continuing their active intercat in the orthopaedic
disorders they are handling.

A close linison hae been mointained with other Government
Departnenta, Public Hoapitals, Melbourne Universitry ond grouns and
apoiatiea interested in the aofter-ecnrs of dissbled patients. it is
believed that the following year will show an inerensing demand Ior
the services of the Policmyelitis Division by patients with other
disorders while the steady requirenents of the post polic patients
are receiving attention.

SALK VACCINE

In May, 1960, the Consultative Council on Poliomyelitis
atated that there wae not sufficient evidence to warrant the
introduction of a "live" oral poliomyelitis wvaccine, particularly
since Australis was one of the countries producing 3alk type vaccine
of the highest standard.

The experimental work being done on these vaccines in
other countries is still being watched with interest, but before any
change is made, much more information will be reqguired as to the
safety and efficacy of the oral type.

Statigtica.

In accordance with the Commonwealth/State Agreement on Salk
vaceine, Councils were reguested in June, 1959, to furnish a comvplete
report on all inoculations given in certain sgc groups from lst July,
1956 to 30th June, 1959.

In December of 1959, the following summary was prepared
from returns submitted by municipal Councils. It sghows thes number
of inoculations given since the introduction of Salk vaceine in 1956
to the 30%h June, 1958.

Humber of People Inoculated with Salk Vaccine
Tn Victoria fgqm 151 EE;H. 18956, Lo 30th June, 1959,
Metropolitan Country Whole State
One dose only 21,733 13,319 35,052

Two doses only 160,156 105,024 255,180
Three doses completed 377,064 264,779 641,843
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From these figures it was cstimated that over 8035 of the
population cf Vietoria up to fourteen yesre of sge had boen immunised,
compared with only 20% of those in the sge group from fiftecen to
forty-four years of age.

A further return of inoculations during tha twelve months
ended 30th Junc, 1960, is in the course of preparation, but this time,
Councils were rcaueated to submit figures in three groups only, i.e.,
pre-achool children, school children and adults.

Salk Vacecine for Private Practitioners.

Thie yecar, the Commonwealth agreed to Salk vaceine being
issued by municipal councils to any private doetor or his authorised
agont. Councils were asked to ecireulasrise zll doectors within their
boundaries, informing them that the vaceine was available and how and
when they could obtain supplies. Commonwealth Serum Laborztorics
have bcen able to meet the incresscd demand for vaccine in single deose
ampoulcs.

Vaceination Programmes.

Mctropolitan municipnlities were ssked in June, 1960, tc
supply details of theoir Salk immunisation progrommes to the cnd of the
yoear. Subscquently, a lizt was compiled of all centres with the
timee and dates on which Salk injections were available.

Copica of the list wers sent to each metropollitan municipality,
end later, to country municipalitics whieh were nsied tc supply siailar
details for their districts.

The informestion sc obimined hns proved most useful in
anewering a large volume of cnguiries from the public at the
Division's office at South Yorra., It ies pleasing to note that =
nunmber of muniecipa’ities have inproved thelr facilities for adult
iﬁg:gisntion recently by the institution of evening and week-end
c cs.

Vaceination Siatuas.

Efforts hove been made through press, radio ond television
te inculeate in the public mind the inportance of Salk vaceination,
particularly since adults and the parenta of young children ore
within that cge group of which it is estinated that only 20% have
received Salk.

Unfortinately, the response has becn disappointing. Indeced,
the consumption of Salk cver the past twelve nonths hos dropped by
one third of that uscd in the previous yoar.

However, as the heavily immanised schecl age group moves
into the young adult group, the vaccinaticn status of the latter will
improve. Sindlarly, the early grades at schools will be vopulated by
children who were iimmunised when pre-school vaccination was intonze.

It appears that lesa than half of the infants born receive
their first injection in the first year of life, and that one fifth
have not received any Salk by the time theoy enter school.
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An examination of the morbidity =ond mortality rotes for the
ten years to Deccmber, 1959, showa a satisfactery decline in the
incidence of tuberculosis and indicates the efficney of nodern methods
of treatment of the disease. The dovmwerds trend during this decade
continues but the year 1559 brought about a slight levelling off which
again indieates that slthough the situntion is promising there is no
cause to be ccuplacont. The 1959 figure of new notifications inecludas
an increase in the nunber of extra pulmonnry cascs which is attributed
%o cloger lisison with private doctors ~néd hospitals in manageneont of
theze forms of tuberculosis,

- MORBIDITY MORTALITY

YEAR FPOFULATION HOTIFICATIONS e DEATES T
(100, 000) (100, 0C0)

1950 2,237,182 835 AR 447 19,80
1951 2,299,538 1,006 44.76 407 LT
1952 2,366,719 1,013 42,81 ik 14.51
1953 2,416,035 s g b 46.39 279 11.55
1954 2,480,877 1,143 46.09 245 g.87
2955 2,655,021 oT4 38.12 222 2,69
1956 2,632,623 885 33.62 194 TieE L
1957 2,700,635 813 30.11 145 5.37
1958 2,770,519 176 2T7.65 145 T
1959 2,842,903 852 30,32 153 5,38

A ward of 22 beds gt Heatherdon Sanotorium continued to be

availablo to Prince Honry's Hospital for the acceormicdation of female
convalescent patients.

Tuberculesis ecase finding continued nlong established lines -
mAss -ray surveys, tuberculin ftesting of contacts ¢f notified cages
and in schools snd colleges, and routine health, hospital and zmedieal
practitioner scrvices.

The chest X—ray cxeouination of persons anccording to trades
and professions, ¢.g. hairdresacra, hotzl staffa, fireanen, teachers,
ete., was maintained. 4 total of 6,229 hairdressers reoceived letters
recoumending examinntion and from the 2,016 x-rayed the numbsr of
posaibly netive cascs of tuberculosis was 9, The licensces of 882
hotels co-operataed to such an extent that 985 nenbers of thelr staffs
attended for x-ray. The possibly active vnscs of tubsrculesis numbered
11. The Tuberculosis Service is nest appreciative of the assistonce of
the Hoirdressers Registration Board and of the Auwetralian Hotels
Association in encournging annual chest x-ray exanination as n routine
in these groups.

0f the 401,588 pesople x-rayed on micro film 174 were possibly
active cases of tuberculosis. Males number 121 and females 53.
Healed or guiescent cnses in this group were 1,032. 1In addition
15,133 persons were exaninec on large film without previocus miero
X-ray. Fosaibly mective cases number 28 nnles and 11 females,
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Tuberculin surveys of achool children, of National Service
Troinees and of contnetes in schools and institutions are sumarised
as followa:-

INUMBER : TUMBER
J}quTC.{H T';UH-'EmJ %‘qﬂrj “}EI* ! af l {:IF gl
TESTED 5 E =i b LT i # IRBACTORS |
E‘:ITH R '-Ja. TN A -Lq_:L ]: Rm',I .ﬂ,ns Tar i
0,11 C.C. ADC*““T:1| 1240TORS \COIRATED |
1:1000 0.T. | . | |
I 1
METROPOLITAN ! ,
~ SCHOOLS ¥ 28,324 25, 341 5 3 T o B T TR B TR L i 5.19
Children of 11 : ; [ : |
years ond over ! 5 !
BALLARLT ARBA i
Children of 11 g &
years and over i
COURTRY SCHOOLS* . ? :
Ton o 6,120 1 5,836 191 | 3.12 | 93 e
years and over

NATIONAL SERVICE

i LAk ] 15 TL5 ATO R3.73 1,239 36.19
alea —2f yenrs
MISCELLANEQUS
GROUPS GOMNON-
WELLTH SOO0L s 51368 | 1,083 387 P1.49 |[|1,898 56.35
All ages S s L N A N .,
ccﬂTrcTs 1IN . ;
IﬂETITUTIﬁHB 671 102 52 | 7.75 133 10,82
ages ) | 2| i
POTALS : 46,760 38, 550 2,871 | E¢,955 =
L ] |

(* In sone schools children aporoaching their 11th birthday
were ineluded),

The discovery of five casges of active pulnonary tuberculosis
can be direetly attributed tc tuberculin testing of contaets in schools.

The abandorment of Hational Serwvice Training will proclude
any further opportunity of Mantoux testing o grovp of yeoung nen and
couparing year by year the reactor percentages. The table hereunder
shows the results for seven yeaors. Por the first five yoors trainces
were in all Service arms, for 1958 and 1959 Army troinees only are
included.

PR

veap | HUMBER NATURAL REACTORS POST VACCINATION EEACTORS
TESTED
NUMBER 4 NUMBER | %
1

1953 | 8,532 1 TIT 20,83 i ' =
1954 B, 27T 15237 19.70 366 5,82
1955 8 863 3 '518 B £ 22 ! 1,120 12.64
1356 | 8,360 1,180 | 14.12 | ,099 | 20,20
1957 { 4,077 569 | 13.96 ! 538 . 3733
1958 3,375 432 I 12,80 l 1 135 ! 33.96
1959 3,424 470 | 13.7T3 f 1,239 36.19
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Prox 1955 to 1957 there wos 2 vrogressive dininution in the
natural reactor percentages and an inerease in the percentage of
poat-vaccinntion reactora but no great change nas taken place in
eitker in the yenrs 1958 and 1959,

During 1359, odolepions to Sanatoria ond Chaleta and spproved
tuberculosgis bede at public hospitals were T88 mnles and A76 femsles,
a total of 1,284, Thege figureas include 115 patiants born outside
Apatralis, and Tl casss of extra pulionary tubesreulosis.

The awverage duration of hospiftalization at the Sanatoria,
the Thoracic Unit, Austin Hospital, and she ten Chalets wne as follows -

GRESEW: SANATORIUE Mslos 125 days

HEATHEATON SANATORITL! Males 191 days
Penales 159 days

THORACIC TNIT — ¥ales nnd Fausnles 86 daye
-

CHALETS - Males and Femnles 119 days
Tuberculesis Allcownnecas gr?nted ag at the 3let Deceniber,
1959, nunbered 496 comparcd with 582 & yenr enrlier.

The scopa of tests available in the fiecld of lung function
gtudica was widened considerably during the year fellowing ths
appointonent of a Vieiting Respliratory Physioclogiat ot the Thoracic Unit.

Country servicea continued neg in previous years with Chalets
attached to the ten Base Hospitals and Clinics based on the Chalets.
Clinica conducted nonthly at the Coimunity and Distriet Hespitals in the
Latrobe Valley continued with increased cctivity, nnd closer ties wers
eatablighed with privatc medieal proctitioners particularly in centres
of increasing developm.ent and population. 4 specrcl effort has bean
pnade in this respect and the response of the private nedienl
practitioners has been very encouragirg.

The training of Nursinz .lides (Tuberculosis) continucd at
the Sonatoria, and 14 trained nurases conpleted the pest—gradunte
gourse in tuberecuwlosis nursing during the yeor.

The Victorion Tuberculnsis idssceiation continusd its netiwve
work in the fielda of publieity, cduecation and benevolence.







VENER®eAL DISEASES DIVISION.

The Geverntient Clinic noved into new promises in Gertrude
Streot, Fitzroy, in March, 1960. No change in the mmber of patients
attending the Clinic has beecn noted and the new preniscs are proving
very satisfactory.

During the pericd under reviow 2792 males and 515 females
attendod the Cliniec for wvarious reonsons, The reported figures for
gonorrhoca and syphilis from beth the Governuent Clinie and other
sources (Hospitals ~nd private practitioners) arec as followai-

GOVERNMENT CLIRIC

Gonorrhoca oty b Syphilie
Males Fonales Males Femnles
692 148 124 15
OTHER SCURCES
METROPOLITAN COUNTRY
Gonorrhoen Syphilis Gonorrheen Syphilis
Meles Femalos Males  Fenmnles Mnles FPannles Eeles Fernnles

31 29 16 64 9 1 1 2

The 64 cneses cof syphilis in woman repeorted fron other sources
in the metropolitan aren were largely latent syphilis determined by
routine blood toesting at ante-natal eclinies.

For o nunbor of years the Clindie hna been crgnnising blood
tests for syphilis for people wishing to obtain a United States
regidential vien, These testz ~re carricd ocut free. Last year 230
males and 149 fomales attended the Clinie for this purpose.

PUELIC HEALTH LABORETORY — UNMIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE.

During the year a major re-crganisation hns taken plaec in
the Public Heelth Laboratory which for some years has cperated in three
gectiong: the Qeneral Ioboratory situsted within the University
Departoent of Bacteriology, and twe subsidiary branches - one for
Tuberculoais work housed nt Pairfield Hozpitnl, and the other dealing
with V.D. serology in a laboratory ot the Queen Vietcria Hospitnl,

The dissdvantages of this situntion have been referred to in previous
reports. In Avugust, 1959, after negotintions between the University
and the Health Department, the Tuberculosls Branch with its staffl was
transferred to Fairfield Hospital, and the V.D. Inborntory was closed;
sera subnmitted for the exclusion of syphilis are now Kaohn tested by the
Red Cross Transfusion Service; specimens which require further
investigation are passed on to the scrologist at the Alfred Hospital
for Wasasermann testing or whatever else nny be necessary.

The transfer of the Tuberculosia and V.D. serclogy werk
elscwhere has caused a very substantinl drop in the number of
exaninationa recorded in the last four mcnths as compared with Iormer
yeara but, cven allowing for this, the residusl figurcs are below
thosc of 1958 when the total was higher than it has ever been,

(Sce Table).
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3tudy of the Annual figures of the last ten years shows a
stendy decline in the nunber of isolations of Diphtheria (Corynebacterium
diE%therianj, and 1959 marks the firat year in which not a single

rulent strain wns found by the Public Health Loboratory.  Whather
this satisfactory state of affairs can be maintained in the future
remains to be seen, but the decline reflects the great success of the
canpaign of immunisation againet diphtheria waged by Public Hanlth
Autheritics end private practitioners. We propose to moke a survey
in 1960 to determine whether virulent siroins enn atill be found in
the community perticularly anecng school populations.

In recent years the nuuber of faceal epecimens exanined for
enteric pathogens has been increasing; this resultas from the routine
examination of all new adnissions to certain babies' homes and other
inatitutions, and from the growing nwareness of practitioners of the
value of faeenl culture in cases of bowel infection, Of the Shigellcos
isoloted, Sh,sonnei wns ns ususl the nost counon.

The nunber cof Salnonellas received for typing dropped from
276 in 1958 to 224 and the proporticn of Saln.typhi-murium was somewhotb
reducad; of the other species Saolm,bovis-morbificans ~nd newonrrt were,
a8 heretofore, the next common, followod by derby: there were Iour
straina of Salm.kottbus, twe of montewviden, cne of newington and one of
aksony. The Iast four nmentioned are new to our 1ist ol known cndexic
Bpecics.

In 2ll, eight strains of Salnmonclla Typhi (the cousctive
organism of Typhoid Fever) were typed frem fresn sourcea within Vietoris.
There worc four type B, straine roceived from Fairfield Heapital; two
cultures were type 38 fnd the other twoe were "unitypable®.

The investizrtion into the epldemioclogy of humcn Brucellcais
in Victoria wns continued. Thz disease is usunlly occupnticnal,
affecting deiry farmors and others associated with dairy cattle.

A nupber of veteriroricns, particularly officers of the Depnrimient
of dgriculture, are co-cperating in this project.

TABLE SHOWING ANNUAL EUAMINLTIONS 1955 — 1959.

(Excluding Tuberculceis and V,I. Serolegy)

-

1955 | 1956] 1957] 1958] 1959

Diggtharin:
ultures (Routine) 3,755 | 3,615| 3,795] 3,721 2,892
" Hew Guinea) - =5 = 50 &
ininal Incculations 59 45 A5 10 et
Enterics:
EUIEHI'GE 3!'1':3 3: DEE 3;- 3{-‘:? ':-;556 3, 52‘:-
Agglutinations 1,3131 2,066¢ 1,918B| 1,502 1,471
Gonorrhoza:
Direct Exanination 785 783 337 Ba6 758
Cultures 2,082 | 2,8B49) 3,558| 2,852 1,597
Streptococenl Infection:
CGultures 3,743 | 3,813] 4,037| 4,954 4,072
Grouping 879 655 g57i1 1,205 339
Antistreptolysin Titre 5CY T33 751 T13 976
Snecial Investizations: Aeh s &
Trog Eenﬂiﬁfvifiﬂa 1,465 1 L 42T 2,765 4,153 3,709
Generals 1,012 cH3 gagl 1.173] 1,146
Medicenl Myecclogy:
Culturcs s - - - - 796
Watera: -
Facteriological Analyscs 198 207 224 264 224
Brucella: !
Resenrch Project - - - - 249

18,941 | 20,219 23,178} 26,039 22,244
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ASCARTS (ROUND WORM) INFESTATION AMONG ABORIGINAL CHILDREN.

During 1957 a survey of aborizinal children nt Lake Tyers
Settlement revealed a high incidence {¢Eﬁ) of Ascaris infestation.
Following these findings Piperazine Citrate was adninistered to all of
the children at six-weckly interwals,

Two yeors later (1959) a re-survey showed that the infestation
rate hod been reduced from 48% to 15%, following the introduction of this
anthelnintic. The investigation wns extended to aboriginal children
living in widely dispersed parts of the State. In BEast Gippsland the
incidence was over 63% whercens in the other aress not one positive ense
was found.

A check on 148 non-cboriginnl children attending four schools
in Bast Gippsland did not e¢licit any evidence of Asearis infestation.
It would appear that the spread of this parnsite takes place outside of
the school environnent.

The Abordigines' Welfare Board in co-operntion with the
fduecation Department now administeors piperazine at monthly intervnla to
all aboriginal schocl children in the East Gippsloand region.

SURVEY OF NURSZERIES FOR THE NEWBORN

A survey of nurscries for the newborn was carried out by
medicnl officers of the Departnoent in 1959.

The purpose of this study wna to nessess the position in
nureeriecs throughout the State in regard to equipment, overcrowling and
general nursery techniques, and the ain was to advise on obvious
deficiencies in an attempt to reduce the high eross-infection rate
among infants, particularly staphylococenl infections.

Following this report representatives of the Department and
the Hoepitals and Charities Commission formulnted o sceries of
recommendations for the construction equipnent and techniques in
these nurserics,

CHIRMICLL LABORATORY.

In JﬁlH, 1959, Mr. W, R. Jewell retired from the position of
Chief Cheniat, but he iz still available to the Department in o
consultant capacity.

Tho number of samples analysed during the year (nlmost 2,000)
represented an inereasce of 23 per cent., over the nunber dealt with
during the previous year. This wns due to an inerease in Derorimental
sanples, to greater numbers from growing muniecipalitice, and to the
nddition of Collingwood to the 1list of Councils for which sanples are
analysed by the laboratory.

As usunl, the samples submitted consisted largely of foodstuffs,
but appreciable numbers of other types of sanples related o publice
health, such as scwnge, were also exanmined, The rroportion of snnples

subnitted under the Food Regulations which failed to conply with
requirenents rose from 13 per cent. in 1958-9 to over 16% in 1959-60.
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Meat and Meat Products.

These constituted a larges prozertion of the sanples analysed
and as usunl, the most frequent bronches were low neat content nnd the
additicen of sulpkur cdioxide.

Over one-third of the approxinantely 400 samylcs of fresh nent
gubnitted wore found to contain this suhs*onea, In the cage of
sansageca and sausage nents, 7 por cent., of the 356 somyles submitted
contained sulrhur dioxide in oxeess of the permitted 3.5 grnine per lb.

The complete rrohibition of preservatives in ceats and neat
products waz coneidered by the Focd Standnris Committee nnd was also
urged by the Hoalth Inspoctora! Asscciation of Australin. The neat
trade has however node strong represcantaticns to rermit the continued
use of sulphur dioxicde in basie foofd products, such as gausnges, which
are transported for long distances before being sold to the consuder.

Recently, a chopped peat contnining a small amount of nlded
galt ond alao svlphur dioxide, and deseribed ns "hanburger sauange
neat”, was alleged in Court to be o sauenge neont ns dafined by the
Regnlations, thus roendering sulphur dioxide a wermitted ndditicen.
However, aftor subnission that the mnterial was nctually adulfternted
chepped mezt, o conviection was obtained.

More than balf of the nmeat nies exonined and 12 per cont, of
the anusnge npeat and sananges subnittad were found f$o be deficient in

oaat content.
Coal Tar E8.

Several prohibited dyes were found in varicus foodstulfs.
Further changes in the list of permitted dyos Rhave been recormended
by the Commonwonlth Food Additives Ccmmittee, and if adepted in
Tietoria, these changes may well lend tc an incrensed incidencs of
non-pernitted dyes in foods.

The reeording speetrophotometer, recently nequired by Stnte
Laboratcricas, hns proved of grent wvalue in the deteetion of dycstuffs
in feods.

Milk Products.

Several smaaples of thickened ercan were found to be below
the prescribed stondard for butter-fat content, ard o variety of soft
cheese, incorrectly described a2s crenm cheese, wos well below the
ghondard for the latter.

Miscellnncous,

Lead was found to ‘be present in four ﬁifferantlyncﬁlmureﬂ
tastels in & saopls subnitted by the Zdueation Devnrtuont. lﬂf%
acldiers exanmined were found to eontoin over 80 per cent. of lead,

Imnorted oy skittle balls were found to contain scil, which
ig a prohibited import., This was subscquently referred o the
Departuent of Agriculture, the controlling suthoerity in this natter.
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FROPRIETARY MEDICINES ATVISORY COMMITTER

From the initizl date cf cperntion of the Fropristary
Medicines leglslaticn in February, 1948, watil 30th June, 1960,
11,238 aprlications for registration of prorrietary nedicines had been
received and of this nunmber 8,890 hnd been registered. Anvlicntions
are being recceived at an average rate of soventy per month which is an
inerease of ton per month on last year's fipure.

: At the present time a now register of proprietary redicines
is being prepared which will include the names and addresses of thosge
to when registration is gronted. By including this infernaticn the
value of the register aos a reference will be cnhnnced.

PUBLIC BUILDINGE,

The nuiber of approvalsof plang anl specifiecations of
public buildinzs wns slichtly higher at 988 thon for the previous yeoor,
The figure for new bulldings was 556, and for nl+eraticns and additions
432, Includad in these nunbers were 32 new schonls ond extensicns to
106 existing schools.

Day inspections of rubliec buildincs rennined at the uesunl
high fizure but durdng public cceupnticn wae somewhat reduced to o
figure of 932. Ho instances of owvercrowling of o pleture thentre
were reported; attendonces genernlly beinz very rpoor.

SWIMMING POOLS.

The services of the chauist appointed on the reccomendation
of the Commiscion for the supervision of water suprlies throughout
Victoria have been oxtended mnd n~n investigzation conducted into the
operation of many swimuinz pools. Considerable valunble odvice on the
eparation of chenmicnl dossge nnd chlorinntion hos been given to plant
cperators with consequent inrrovenent in the cfficient operaticn of the
pocla, His dnvestizntione have revenled that in nony plants, the risk
to operators fron chlorine funes is wvery real, due to unsatisfactory
equipnent, hcusing of equiinment, 2nd lack of respiraters, 2né it is
propesed that municipal councils be circularized drawing avtention %o
this hazard.

At the request of the Departrnent of Eduwention, the Commiseion

anproved of stondards for the construction z2nd opceration of swinming
pools for schools.

AIR POLLUTION.

Taring the past yenr, 0fficers of the Cormisasion engnged on
Air Polluticn Research hnve set up Deposit Gouges in Melbourne City
aren, (5), Dandenong (3), ond the Iatrobs Valley (15). These gouges
give indientions of the amount of particulate matter deposited by

atooephoric rollutien.

In nddition to this work oren surveys cf two industrial areas
in the Metropolitnn Area have been carried out., Numorous complainta
hawve been investignted, entailing in sone coses detniled inspectlons
of industrial plante and recomuendations to the industries concerned
en methods of alleviating air pollution,

Taboratory equipnment has been act up for analysing the deposit
gauge contents and ot the elose of the year, equijpnent wns purchased for
deternining the level of sulphur dioxide ond particulate natter from
sacke on o dally boais.
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No new provineinl sewernze schores have baen ecormenced but
there has been s considerable reviwval of intereat in this field, and
in the next few yenrs nany towns will be scwered. A number of these
were considered by the Cormiasion before the war, and the prelininary
inveatigntiona aporoved, but thesc lapsed for finoneial reascns.

A eomsiderable inerensce in Governnent funde available for this work has
been largely responsible for its revival.

INDUSTRIAL HYGIIZNE

The Irredinting apparatus and Radiocaective Substnnces
Regulations 1959 have now been in operation since May of that year sond
the adninistraotion of thesc Hegulntions hos rroceeded rnecthly over this
period,

During the first yenr o total of 908 licenccs were issued and
the following table indieates the nunbers of licencees in the nain
catescriesi-

Irradinting Apparntuacs

Dentists A0

Medical Practitioners 337

Industry el
Radicnetive Substinnees

Induatry AT

Medicnl Practitioners 38

The depletion of the scientific staff angaged in genernl
dutiea occcasicned by the transfer cof a2 aelientific officer 1o full-tine
duties on rodioticn work has led to a eurtniloent of socma of the other
activities of the Divieslcon, notably the investipgation of hazards of
noise and pesticides.

In June 1960, the Interleparitnental Ceormittes on Pesticides
held its Twentysccond Meeting and the Chairnan wns the Chief Industrial
Hygiene Officer. The previous necting hod been held in January, 1957.

The Cormittee recommcended that its nembership be enlargec by
representation from other Governoent departnents snd decided thnt in
future its reetings should take plaece 2t intervals not grester than
glx nonths.

HOME HELP 3ERVICES & FELDERLY CITIZTNS' CLUBS.

The Home Help Services and Flderly Citizens' Clubs wkhich ars
gubsidized by the State Governnent, continue to inerease in muiber and
gize zach year. The anount paid in subsidies to municipnlities is
ghown in the following Table.

Estinated

1958/59 1955/60 1960,/61
Elde-ly Citizens' Clubs ’
Socinl Amenities, nmeals, etec. £45,697 344,929 £48,000
Heme Help Schouas £113,995 £151,862 £165,000







The Heme Help Service.

This service provides help in the hcone when a mother of a
young fanily is prevented from nttending 4+ her fanmily's needs and to
the aged and infirm when certain houschold tasks are beyond their
strength.

Tha aim of the service is %o preserve the henlth of the young
forilly and to hely the aged and infirm to live a3 long ns possibtle in
their own honecs.

Honme Help nesistance nny be available on a full-tize basis
for a period of up to 3 weeks, although where there are exceptional
clrecunstances cn extension may be ziven. Hourly help to the aged and
infirn nay continue indefinitely providing the case is revicwed from
tmﬂ to tine,

Total number cof housceholds assisted during the six months
periocd from lst July to 31st December, 1959 was 5,234, of these
approxinately 25% were elderly.

Elderly Citizens' Clubs.

Clubs for the elderly aelso mim at keeping the aged and
infirm living as long as posaiblc in their own hones,

The clubs help to overcome some of the worst nccompaninents
of old age - loneliness and malnutrition. Lonely old people tend to
live more and more in the pest and to stay ot home, gradually lesing
interest in their appenrmmca nnd neglecllng theivr health by an inadequate
diet.

Servicea provided at the clubs include facilities for
recrention, entertalmments, light refreshments, meals, foot clinies,
1ibraries, showers and teileta.

Activities inclule gnnes, cards, handeraft closscs,
outings, wigiting scrvices to the sick, entertainments, otc.

Menl services are now being operated by 22 clubs ~ 15 in
the netropolitan area, and 7 in the country.

Nineteen of these clubs provide neals five days o weck and
collectively serve mearly 1,000 meals daily.

The other three serve meals only one or two days weekly,
gerving about 200 cach week.






The Hezlth (lAoendroent) Aot 1959 came into gperation on
1st Decexmber, 1959, and provides that where the Couneil of any
Municipality requircesa the laying of drains or scwers through privote
pranises, the cost therecf nay be paid by insinlmcenta by the owner of
such pretises,

The Act also enpowers the making of rezulaticns with respect
tc labelling of dangercus substonces,.

REGULATIONS.

Labelling of Poisoncus Household Substances
EEEEHH%IGQEL 1960,

These regulations provide for s coutionary nctice to be placed
on containers of varicus household substomeces where such nre in liguid
fore and on petrol, lighter fluid and turpentine. The rezulaticna have
applicaticon where the quantity sold is one inperinl quart or less ond core
designed to safeguard agninst the accidentzl peisoning of children
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Diseases Notification Regulntions 1959.

These regulations require that the following disenscs shnll be
notified by nmedienl practiticners direct %o the Commissicn:-

Eclanpsia
Leouktaenia
Scurvy.

Authority to noke these regulations wnes contained in amending legislation
passed in Moy 19%59.

Registration (Henlth Aets) Regulations, 1959,

These regulations provide that the fzes to be paid to the
Commission for the grenting or annual renewal of registration Qf certain
premises shall be the sane as the maxinunm pernitted under the KHealth Acts.

Clean Air Rezulaticns, 1959.

In the last report reference wos maode to the formation of four
gub-committees to asgsist the functioring of the Clean Air Committee.

Eatahlishment of sub-committess te the Clean Alr Conmittee was
provided for in the Clenn fiir Regulations, 1959, made on the 8th
eptenber, 1959, uwider the autherity of the Clean Air ict, 1958,

Unfortunately, after the sub-cormitiees had functioned for aix
moenths, the Bubcrdinate Legislation Comrdttee held that:

"Tn no instnnce is specific mention made (under the
Clean Air Act, 1958) of ony power to appoint
sub-cormittoes and prescribe fees te be paid for
attendance at or reinbursenent of oxpenses in
connection with neetings cof such sub-ccounittess".
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Clean Air Regulations, 1952 (Contd.)

The Olean Air cULMJttDJ hao new recommendad that the Clean
Airdct, 1958, be cmended as socn ﬁa zogeible to provide for the
authnrizatiﬂn of EubruﬂﬁﬁittCﬂE. The Cormdtice points out that there

are numerous technical matters to be fdiscussed at length ond in detall
before regulationsa con be drafted or notion tﬂEEH, and very often such
gan be better performed by eub-cromdttocs doing the prelininary work and
bringing forward their findings $0 the fnll eccmittec., It is not
proposed that the sub-cormittecs should havoe any powers, but simply

that they should be advisory to the full cormittec.

Aoending Food & Drug Standards Regulations, 1860.

These regulntions amend the Frineipel Ragulations which were
promulzated in 1958, by rrohibiting the inclusion of anslyste! and
ginilar certificates in the labellirgz of foodstuffs and requirinz that
all particulars, statenents ond informotion required to be included in
the Inbelling shall be in English, The regulations also ncdify the
atandards for various focds as recomnended by the Publie 1C“l+b
Commlttee of the Natiocnal Henlth ond Medieal Resecarch Couneil,

PROCLANATIONS AND ORDERS-IN-COUNCIL

The following diseanses were added to the 1ist of notifiable
infectioua discases which wmedicnl practitioners are required to report
t0 Municipal Couwncils:-

(a) Acute Wephritis.

(b) Acute infections in the newborn ceccurring in the
firet four wesks after birth =2nd iucluding
Mnastitis, conjunctivitis, pnaronychin, deruiatitis,
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infection of the cord ond any systenic extension of
these to pneoumonin, noningivis or cnteritis.

Orders were issued for the discontinuance of burisls at the
Will Will Rock Public Cenmetery, Conrbellfield, and the Public Cenetery
at Epping. In the case of the latter, an excepticn wns made in respect
of land, the burial rizhte to which had already been scold.

The Offensive Trades provisions of the Health Lot (=0 far =as
those provisions are applicable to plageries) were extenrﬂﬂ ﬁﬁ the wholec
of the municipnl districts of the Shires of Bellarine, Melton and Woorayl.

The scale of naxinun charges Zor nbattolr services was
anended.

One Meat Area, the Arapilea Meat drea, was newly constituted.
The Moot Area consists cof the whele of the Dunicipsl distriet of the
Shire of Arppiles. The foroer Borwick-Cranbourne Meat Area comprising
the whole of the mumicipal districte of the Shires of Berwick and
Cranbourne was rcvoked nnd sinultancously eﬂﬂh of the twe nunicipal
districts wns constituted a2 separate Meat Aren. flterations in the
constitution ¢f the Bass and South Gippsland Meat Arens were nade. The
Bass Meat Arca now consists of the whole of the municipal distriets of
the Borough of Wonthaggi nnd the Shires of Bass and Fhillip Island,
and the Bouth Gippsland Meat Area the whole of the munielipnl diatricts
of the Shires of Kormmburra and Woorayl.

Authority was given to the Council of the City of Sale to
eatablish a nightscil depot in the muniecipal distriet of the Shire of
HRoscdnle.












