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TWENTY-EIGHTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSION OF PUBLIC
HEALTH, 1949-1950.

To the Honorable W. 0. Fulton, M.L.A.. Minister of Health.

S,

We have the honour to submit, in accordance with the provisions of section 13 (3)
of the Health Act 1928, our Report for the year ending 30th June, 1950.

_F:u}if:-\\'ing the procedure initiated last year, the Divisional Reports of various branches
and divisions under the control of the Chief Health Officer are appended to this Report.

A defect inherent in such a composite publication is that it, of necessity, refers to
two different periods of time. Because vital and health statistics are, and always have
been, prepared for calendar years, the medical officers must base their annual report and
assessment of the Health of the community upon the figures collected throu ghout the calendar
mr by the Government Statist. On the other hand, the Commission of Public Health

. for equally strong reasons, to measure all administrative affairs and all progress by the
financial year, and therefore has to report upon a period of 12 months, which begins 6 months
later than the calendar year. Any apparent discrepancies in figures which may appear
in this Report are to be ascribed to this cause. As'nearly all subjects in Public Health
have both medical and administrative facets, some repetition. despite efforts to avoid it,
seems inescapable,

The sanitary circumstances of the State have shown in recent vears enormous
improvement. Water supplies have been brought to a fair standard of efficiency ; food,
meat and milk are steadily coming under supervision ; factorics and dangerous trades are
controlled ; nuisances are abated ; provision is being made for the removal of refuse and
street cleansing in all but small hamlets ; widespread action is being taken against the
ordinary infections diseases.  District Health Officers who study the official local sanitary
reports are impressed by the steady improvement which has taken place in the external
sanitation of both town and country. A sanitary survey of one of the most closely

lated cities in the metropolitan suburban area, which was undertaken by Health
Bil;:.ﬂ.mﬁnt officers at the direction of the Commission, confirmed this observation. Gross
overcrowiding was dizcoverad in some instancez, but the sanitation of both domestic and
trade premises was of a surprisingly high standard for such a congested area. The survey
showed, liowever, that much remains to be done in this as in other areas for increasing
the health services available to the individual, e.g., immunisation. health centres,
kindergartens, creches, &e.

The Infant Mortality rate (death of infants under 1 year per LOUOO live hirths)
established a new record of 2189 per 1000, This is the lowest figure ever recorded in this
State and must be regarded as amongst the lowest in the world.

The Tubereulosis Mortality in 1949 of 271 per million is likewise the lowest recorded
in this State.

Again, the incidence of diphtheria reported from the whele State was maintained at
a satisfactorily low level.

Sustained efforts are being made to control all forms of infections diseases. Despite
the fact that these diseases have become a relatively small contributor to the death rate,
they remain relatively large contributors to disablement and incapacity.

An epidemiological unit for the study of communicable bacterial and virus diseases
has been established at Fairfield Infectiouns Diseases Hospital. This unit will investigate
the communicable diseases in Victoria using as a primary source of material patients admitted
to Fairfield Hospital. Considerable work on these lines has been done during the past two
or three years, and sufficient progress has been made to warrant its stabilisation and extension.
The National Health and Medical Research Council is making a considerable contribution
towards the maintenance cost of the unit, and a special grant of £1,000 by the State has
heen approved enabling monkeyvs to he imported for virug transmission work. Clinieal
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and bacterological investigations are being conducted by Dr. MeLorinan and Dir. Ferris,
particularly in relation to cross infection, penicillin therapy and the relative virulence and
infectivity of different strains of C. diphtheriae. On this subject a substantial contribution
to knowledge has already been made. The investigation of virus diseases is undertaken by
Dr. Gray Anderson of the Walter and Eliza Ha%l Institute, who was in charge of the
transmission experiments with rubella, nsing human volunteers, which was carried out at
Fairfield Hospital. This work is of great importance because of its bearing on the
prophvlaxizs of rubella. As liaison officer between the various agencies dealing with
epidemiology in Victoria, i.e., the Department of Health, the Public Health Laboratory,
Melbourne University, the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute, the Commonwealth Serum
Laboratories, and the Fairfield Epidemiological Research Unit, Dr. Stevenson, a former
meidical officer of Fairfield Hospital, who has been studying epidemiology in U.B.A. under
a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation, has been appointed to the Department of Health.
Fairfield Hospital has appointed Professor F. M. Burnet, and Dr. E. V. Keogh as consultants
to the Hospital and to the Research Unit. This organisation will permit an epidemic in any
part of the State to be fully and promptly investigated.

INFECTIOUR DISEASES.
QUARANTINABLE [ISEARES.

No cases of small pox, plague or cholera have been m’mrted in Vietoria in the period
under review. The Consultative Council on Quarantinable Diseases, consisting of a
representative of the Commonwealth Department of Health, Fairfield Hospital, and the
British Medical Association, which was authorised by the Minister carly in 1950, met
frequently under the chairmanship of the Chief Health Officer. This Council has made
recomimendations to the Minister of Health and to the Commission of Public Health
throngh its chairman. Plans to deal promptly with quarantinable diseases have been
formulated. and a plan to enable parents to have their infantz and young children
vaccinated without cost will be put into operation shortly.

TUEERCULOSIS.

An agreement between this State and the Commonwealth to participate in a joint
campaign against tuberculosis, was ratified by the Health (Tuberculosis) At 1949, Under
the arrangement, the Commonwealth will re-imburse to this State maintenance expenditure
on tuberculosis in excess of that incurred in the financial yvear 1947-48 and total capital
expenditure which is approved by the Commonwealth. The Act also provides for the
appointment of a full-time Director of Tuberculosis, A separate Tuberculosis Branch in the
Department of Health was established, under the Ministry of Health Aet 1943, thus placing
all activities relating to wuberculosis under the control of Dr. E. V. Keogh, who has been
appointed Director of Tuberculosis, Mr. E. R. H. Ebbs is Secretary to the new
branch.

The December rate from all forms of tuberculosis in Victoria in 1949 was the
lowest vet recorded, 271 per million.

OF LOTI beds provided in State Institutions, some 300 were unavailable pending
the completion of stafi accommodation. There was also an acute shortage of trained
nursing staff—a situation which still continues,

There were some 40,000 attendances at the metropolitan and provineial bureaux,
and some 10,000 domiciliary visits were made.

Extensions of the activities of the Chest X-ray Swrvey Division continue,  Some
200,000 persons were X-rayed, with approximately equal distribution between the country
and the metropolitan area. These surveys detected 128 persons with pulmo lesions
of proved activity who were brought under treatment. In addition, Iz.ail}m of possible
activity requiring further observation and investigation were found in 543 persons, whose .
doctors were advised accordingly.

Over 55,000 school children were Mantoux-tested. About 5 per cent. of these
children between the ages of five and fourteen reacted to the test and these children were
X-rayed and their parents notified of the results. :

The Commission desires to place on record its appreciation of the services of Dr.
Bell Ferguson, who was State Director of Tuberculosis from 1920 to 1950, and considers

that the Tuberculosis Branch is fortunate in retaining the services of Dr, Ferguson in the
branch in a consultant capacity,
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INPHTHERIA.

The number of cases reported from the whole State in 1949 was 401, Calculated
on a population of 2,160,000 on 31st December, 1949, this figure gives an incidence of 18-6
per 100,000 of the population, which sets a new low level.  The next lowest figure was
that for the previous year, being 18-%.  The incidence has dropped to the present level
from 62-5 in 1944 (1,247 cases).

A substantial portion of this improvement must he attributed to diphtheria
immunisation, Some 21000 school children and 15000 pre-school children were
immunised in municipal campaigns during the year, making a total of 36,000, as compared
with 44,000 of last vear. :

Diphtheria immunisation received a temporary check during the epidemic of
pu]inm_',rclEl‘t-ia_. when Dr. B, P. McCloskey, the Department’s poliomyelitis officer, found
that cases of poliomyelitis were occurring among children who had received injections.
Following this discovery, all ITrﬁgJ]'I}'llif'TiI' inoculations were suspect, until a complete
investigation revealed that no child who had received diphtheria prophylactic alone,
developed poliomvelitis within three months of receiving the inoculation. The Consultative
Council on Poliomyelitis advised that immunisation against diplitheria be continued.
This advice was acted on and has been fully justified.  The Commission of Public Health
has, for the past twenty vears, sponsored, and the Health Department officers have actively
asgisted in carrying out this valuable preventive measure.  The diphtheria rate in Victoria
has fallen from 3,000 per million in 1950 to 186 per million in 1849, The Commission
eonsiders that there is no ground for changing its policy in respect of immunisation against
diphtheria and strongly urges all parents to have their children immunised.

There were seventeen deaths reported during 19, giving a case mortality of 4-2

cent.  This figure indicates that. despite the dramatiec reduction which antitoxin
effected in diphtheria as a killing disease, this reduction has not been sustained to the
vanishing point, and one case out of 25 is still fatal, as was the case 30 years ago. This
fact further emphasises the necessity for protecting children in infancy by immunisation against

this dangerous disease,

Corrigendum.—The following should be inserted in lien of the first paragraph
published under the heading “ Diphtheria  in the Commission’s Report for 194849 :—
“A new low level of incidence was recorded for Victoria in 18, the
number of cases reported being 397. Calenlated on a population of 2,160,000
at Slst December, 1948, this gives an incidence of 18-9 per 100,000 of population.
The next lowest rate recorded was 19-3 in 1947."

TyPHOID AND PARATYPHOID FEVERS.
Fifteen cases of typhoid fever were reported.  This represents a case rate of 0-7
100,000 of population. The cases occurred in twelve municipalities, including three
cases at the Mental Hospital, Rew. :
No ease of paratyphoid fever was reported during the year.

DvsERTERY.
Forty-four cases of amoebic dystentery were reported, as compared with eight
last vear. All these cases contracted the disease outside this State.
" Twelve cases of bacilliary dystentery were notified, as against six in the previous
Year.
SCARLET FEVER.

& new low level of incidence was reported for Victoria in 1949, The number of cases
notified was 1,260, corresponding to an incidence of 58-3 cases per 100,000 of population.
The incidence for 1948 was 73-6 cases per 100,000 of population, or 1.546 cases.

CerEpRosPINAL MEXINGITIS.
Sixty-seven cases were reported for 1949, as compared with 54 for 1448.  The
incidence for 1949 was 3:1 per 100,000 of population.

MALARIA.
od in 1949, as compared with 79 in 1948,  Notifications have
dmppega:rt&;du:;ra;:rme ? 14, 1,608, 79, and 4 for the last four years, respectively.
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Axcuyrosromiasis (Hookwonra).
One hundred and five cases were rﬁraﬂed compared with 247 for 1948,  Like
malaria, the notifications are dropping steadily and are confined to ex-service personnel.

HypaTiDs.
Fifteen cases were reported in 1949, compared with eleven in 1948

Mor1oMyYELITIS.
The epidemiological feature of the year under review was the epidemic of
whomyelitis, which had commenced shortly before the presentation of the Commission’s
ast Report.

Victoria is seldom free from the disease, and the extent and severity of the 1937-38
epidemic gave Victoria unenviable pre-eminence in the history of this disease. The 1949
epidemic was fortunately only a thind of the size of the 1937-38 epidemic.  Seven hundred
and sixty cases were reported during 1949, giving an incidence of 35-2 per 100,(K), compared
with 2-6 for 1948

The peak of the epidemic was reached in September. corresponding in this respect
to the 1945 and the 1937 epidemics. The Commission again draws attention to the
seasonal incidence in Australia in contrast with that in overseas countries, where the disease
ig regarded as having its maximum ineidence in the late summer and antomn ; in Vietorian
epidemics the disease hasg oceurred in winter and has reached its maximum incidence in
gpring. Dr. Scholes advised the Commizsion in September that the predictions, based on
overseas seasonal incidence according to which the disease would become more serious
over the summer months, were in his opintion unfounded. This has proved to be correct.

In addition to the cases reported through municipal councils. the Department learned
of 35 additional cases, which were only discovered on account of the residual paralysis.

The number of deaths reported in 1949 was 48, giving a case mortality of 6-3.

Figures in regard to poliomyelitis are, to some extent, misleading when the data
presented is confined to the cases which are notified to the Commission of Public Health.
These notifications include :—

1. Poliomyelitis as a fatal disease. Nearly all these cases are notified, although
an occasional case found by the Government Pathologist in post mortems
for sudden death suggests that some rapidly-fatal cases of poliomyelitis
are not always recognized as such ;

2. Poliomyelitis as a paralytic disease. Most of these cases are notified, but,
in the 1937-38 epidemic, many cases were only subsequently discovered,
sometimes even years later ;

3. Pnlium} elitis as a non-paralytic disease. Here, in the absence of any simple
laboratory test to confirm diagnosis, is a group in which lie most of the
fallacies in the epidemiology of this disease. The incidence of the disease
is known to be many times greater than the notifications indicate, but
[T ANy tImes ;.,]'vutc'r is a matter of {'l]hji'l"hlﬂ:'

In the 1'4Y epidemic the males bore the brunt of the disease and were not nnl}' more
frequently attucked, but alse suceumbed more readily.

Though the epidemic is over, there still remains the problem of after-care. In
Melbourne, paralytic patients up to fourteen vears are looked after by the Children’s
Hospital, which throughout the epidemic established and maintained eight treatment
centres in the suburbs as well as staffed such institutions as Yooralla Hostel and SBchool,
Hampton Convalescent Hospital, and Frankston Orthopedic Hospital.

The arrangements for patients over fourteen are not so effective.  The Department
of Health has undertaken the responsibility for their domiciliary treatment and has
supplemented the corps of physiotherapists by employing physiotherapists in private
practice on a case or a sessional basis, Steps are being taken to increase the number of
mstitutional beds by the Hospitals and Charities Commission and by the Red Cross.

The Commission desires to place on record the outstanding services to the State
which have been rendered by the Consultative Council on l"ulimnj «elitis.  The Council,
under the chairmanship of Mr. W. G. D. Upjohn, re ting the British Medical
Association, consists of Dame Jean Macnamara, Dr. H. McLorinan, Mr. C. H. Hembrow,
Mrs. J. G. Norris, Mr. H, Buchanan, and Mr. J. B, Colquhoun.




i

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF SPECIMENS.
Grants made to the University of Melbourne for the above purposes have been as
follows :—

£ £
194445 o oo o DO 104748 L% w1100
| ROV i e 100 1945-49 2! o 15000
14647 - Lo LD 194950 ) . 15000
The number of specimens examined at the laboratory was—
52000 in 1947 : A0000 in 1948 ; GLOOG in 1949,

The actual numbers do not completely reflect the increasing work which is being
undertaken by the laboratory. With each refinement in technique not only does the
accuracy improve, but the complexity of the examination increases and the same number
of specimens requires more time and greater care.

Free examination of all bacteriological specimens submmitted by hospitals and
medical practititioners was introduced in 1847

COUNTRY SEWERAGE.

Only two preliminary plans for new sewerage systems were dealt with during the
calendar year, but there has been considerably more activity in the first half of 1950, both
in prelimmary and final plans.

There has been no notable activity in the actual construction of systems previously
approved. Of those started before 1942, Mafira has been proceeding slowly with house
connections.  Of the post-war schemes considerable progress in reticulation was made in
Moe, but this has now been slowed down owing to the contractor having abandoned his
contrack, leaving the work to be carried on by day labour.

The system of quarterly inspections, which has had to be abandoned from time to
time owing to staff shortages. recommenced on a partial basiz in November, 1949, and is
now in full operation. Results of treatment are not up to pre-war standards, owing to
overloading of treatment rlunm by the rapid growth of towns, by the infiltration of ground
and storm water, and by the shortage of labour and material having eaused the postponement
of the necessary remedial work.

STREAM POLLUTION.
The absence of the recommended legislation to require the Commission’s approval
to the sites of proposed new factories in unsewered areas, and the method of treatment
pmd for qu'ui(] wastes, has been ]mrr]:r OVETCOme |j_1.' the :-n-upvm!:inu :Jf the Committes
E,Dmnmlizatiw and Development. This Committee sends representatives of the firms
prupnﬂiﬂg to establish works to consult with the Commizsion’s officers as to the H.llitnhi'litlv
of the proposed premises and the method of treatment of the wastes,
No further a._wtemntir investigation of stream pollution has been possible during the
vear owing to shortage of staff.
No works have heen carried out for the abatement of the im“lltiml of the Yarrowee
Creek by trade wastes, but the Commission has been informed that agreements have heen
reached in some cases on the conditions under which the Ballarat Sewerage Authority
will accept trade wastes into the town sewerage svstem.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

There has been an increase in the number of building plans examined, mainly in
respect of benevolent institutions and public ||u:-'.:!h'ltn.|ﬁ, hi_li’- no Inerease ill_ the Illlmialﬂ"l of
plans of buildings catering for public entertainment is expected until the building
situation improves.

An increase in the staff of building inspectors has enabled i_nsw{-r-i_nnu- to be extended
from new and altered buildings to existing buildings. These mspections have revealed
that there are many halls and churches in a bad state of repair, some having reached such
a dangerous condition that the Commission had to order their closure as being structurally
ungaafe.

The additional staff has also enabled the night inspection of cmematograph halls
to be extended to country districts. Such inspections have revealed wide-spread disregand
of the regulations affecting public safety. An LEI'LPI'HEtEE]_‘il‘H! number of prosecutions has
resulted. Magistrates are now imposing penalties sufficient to be a real deterrent to

offenders, and a marked improvement in conditions should soon be apparent.
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It has been diffieult for exhibitors in country distriets to obtain hicensed cinema ph
operators, and the regulations are now being amended to provide for two es of
licences, the lower grade entitling a man to operate in a small country town, where-pictures
are shown not more than three times a week.  The difference between the examinations
for the two grades is that much of the theory is omitted from that for the lower grade.

HOSPITALS.
The combined tuberculosiz and infectious diseases unit of five stories at Ballarat
is in the course of construction, and plans and specifications for a similar unit for Bendigo
are nearly complete,

In view of the very high cost of new infections discases units, and the fact that they
are likely to remain empty or nearly so for the greater part of the vear, it has been decided
that. in future, the provision for infections diseases cases shall be in the form of wards and
accessory compartments in the general hospital building, so situated and planned that
they ean be operated as self-contained infections units when necessary, and used at other
times for other classes of patients, who can be removed in the event of an epidemic. The
Geelong Infectious Disease Hospital has not been used to full capacity at any time since
its completion. Therefore, an arrangement has recently been made to use the first floor
of the hospital for the accommodation of tuberculosis patients. One half of the ground
floor haz been retained for infections diseases, and the remainder of this floor 18 to be used
in conjunction with Kardinia House (the Privabe H:.‘.Iﬁpihll Section of the Gmlon,g Base
Hospital) for minor surgical cases. The tuberculosis and minor surgical putﬂerrta wonld
he evacuated in the event of a sevions epidemie of infectious disease.

The number of plans examined for new public hospitals and additions has
increased by 25 per cent. over that for 194849, the increase from the first to the second
half of 1949 having been over 100 per cent. Greater progress in the L‘ﬂ-l‘l‘{i.l)% out of the
work is evident from the number of applications received for approval of completed
buildings.

DISTRIBUTION OF IODINE IN GOITRE AREAS.

Iodine tablets have been offered for distribution to nursing mothers, pre-school and
school children in endemic goitre areas, Since the previous report, tablets have been
distributed to the municipalities as shown hereunder :—

Alberton .. i i, 5, £ e 37,000
Bairnsdals . < o e at e 19,000
Bright a o i e o s 25,000
Dandenons 2. Al i s e G0, 000
Mirboo A &0 o - e Ac 15,0000
Narmacan .. i i o e e 0,000
{rhost e 2 i s e =t 25 500
Tambo - o 5 it o7 i i, (00
Warragul .. i it . = s 47,500
Town of Sal: 5 L i o i 200, (0

Total i i c. 303,000

MEAT INSPECTORS EXAMINATION.

The Commission, in M8 appointed a committee of examiners to make
recommendations for the re-organization of the curriculum of the meat inspectors course.
In addition to ]_m-s.{-.nﬁug u revised syllnbus, the committee recommended that steps shonld
be taken to bring the course under the control of a statutory educational authority and
suggested that the William Angliss Food Trades School would be a suitable institution for this
purpose. The Commission adopted these recommendations, :mtl the Education De ent
agreed to conduct this course. The lecturers who had prmru:-urslj' carried out COLITEe
of instruction privately, are now employed by the Education Department, and the Minister
of Health approved of the Health Department making up the difference between the cost
of lecturers’ fees and the amount received from students’ fees. The course of instruction
will not be completed until September, 1950. .
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INEPECTION OF LIQUOIL.
During the vear, some 2000 licensed premises were inspected, and more than
20,000 bottles of spirits examined. The standard as to truth to label was high and
necessitated few samples being taken for laboratory examination.

Improved transport facilities have been made available to the Ligquor Inspection
Branch, and this will greatly increase the mobility and efficiency of the inspectors.

LEGISLATION AND PROCLAMATIONS, 1949-H.
ACTS.
Mothercraft Nurses et 1948, No. 5413, provides for the establishment of a register of
mothereraft nurses, and for the making of Hrgl:lhltimlﬁ ]m*wrihing standards of tmining
and examinations for persons desiring to be registered.

Mazzenrs (Regigtration) Act 1944, No. 5430, makes temporary provision for the
regizl:mtiun of persons trained elsewliere than in Vietoria, provided that the Board is
gabisfied that their tmining was substantially L'illli'l.'adunt to the Yietorian training standard.
Applicants may be required to pass an examination.

The Health (Tubercwlosis Arvrangement) et 19449, No, 5432, ratifies the arrangement
« between the Commonwealth and the State rlulr:slul-u'r to the Commonwenlth Tuberculosis Act
18, and provides for the appointment of a full-time State Director of Tuberculosis.

The Health (Cattle) Aet 1949, No. 5437, permits the removal of cattle, other than
pigs, grazing on sewage-irrigated land, provided that the animals are for immediate
slaughter at a metropolitan abattoir. If imspection discloses viable cvsticercus bovis, the
carcass is to he condemned.

The Mill: Pastewrization Aet 19449, No. 3444, provides for compulsory pasteurization

and bottling of milk for sale in preseriled districts, and for the licensing of pastenrizing
premises. (This Act is administered by the Department of Agriculture.)

REGULaTIONS.

Food Standards amendments alter the requirements for fish pastes, pastry mixes,
jelly crystals, and dessert mixtures ; permit phosphoric acid in “ summer or temperance
5.l'i.|lklil' « provide new labelling requirements for medicines, particularly in regard to the

(I & B e ¥ I larly 1n rega
description of drugs by standard names : prescribe a standard for imitation cream ; and
vary the prohibitions regarding adulteration of food with poisonous substances.

The Fire Prevention Hegulations were revised.

The Building Regulations were amended to give the Commission power to grant
exemptions from complianee with specified requirements in certain cases,

The Offensive Trades Regulations were amended to defer the requirement for provision
of laundry facilities at abattoirs until the lIst of Getober, 1350,

The Meat Supervision Regulations (requiring approved apparatus for kosher killing)
were deferred from operation until the lst of Octoher, 1950

The Harmful Gases Hegulations were amended by including a number of additional
substances and their maximum permissible concentrations.

The Eating-house Regulations were revised.

The General Sanitary Begulations were revised.

The fees pavable to certifving medical practitioners under the Factories and Shops
Act were reviaed.

PROCLAMATIONS,
The Tuberculosis Branch was established, taking over from the General Health
Branch most of the functions of the latter in regand to tuberculosis.
Erythema nodosum and exudative pleurisy were declared to be notifiable infectious
diseases.
The health areas were re-defined to conform as closely as possible to the State
Regional Planning Areas.

The Rodney Shire meat area was extended, and the operation of the Kyneton and
Corangamite meat areas was deferred owing to lack of suitable abattoirs in the districts.
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DIVISIONAL REPORTS.

e—

REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF TUBERCULOSIS, VICTORIA,
YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1949,

Two events of major importance in control of tubereulosis
in Victoria occorred in 194950, The first was the
establishment, under the Mimistry of Health Act 1943,
of & separate Tuberculosis Branch of the Health Depari-
ment, thus placing the various activities in relation to
tuberculosis, which were formerly the responsibility of the
General Health Branch, under the administrative control
of the Director of Tuberenlosis.

The Health (Tuberculosiz dreangement) Aot 1849 was
passed on Gth December, 1949, The purpose of this Act
was to matify and approve an armangement with the
Commonwealth with respect to tuberenlosis, and to provide
for the appointment of & foll-time Director of Tuberculosis,
The Commonweslth and this State have agreed to

i in a joint campaign to peduce, as far as possible,
gm;iﬂm gl' tuhemﬁlo.fin and to provide n!qimll‘uuu-
facilities for diagnosis, treatment, and control.  Under
the terms of the arrangement, the Commonweaith will
reimburse capital expenditure in respeet of tuberculosis
on buildings, plant, sud equipment after Lst July, 1945,
and the subsequent annual net maintenanee expenditure
in excess of the expenditure inenrred during the financial
year 1947-48,

The unified control of activitics against tuberoulosia
mide possible by the ereation of the Tuberculosis Branch,
and the imtmtion of a joint Commonwealth-State
campaign, backed by the financinl resources of  the
Commonwealth, should give 1m};ow¢|rt'u.l impetus Lo
activities in diagnosis, treatment, and control of tuberoulosia
in this State. Vietoria is fortunate that sach a sound
foundation has been laid by Dr. J. Bell Ferguson in the
creation of a first mbe tuberculosis service,  An illustration
of his foresight iz the position in respect of sanatoris and

ital accommodation.  Completion of works in progress,
which he ongmated, and erection of the Watzonia Chest
Hospital. will provide some 1600 beds, which, with the
addition of 400 odd beds provided by the Repatriation
Department will give neardy four beds per annual death.

Existing shortage of labour, and difficulties in finding
suitable office space for new staff, are impedimenis to
rapid expansion of the activities of the Branch, The
gtrain on office aceommodation will be cased when the
Chest X-ray Survey Division takes up its new guarters
in Milton Homse, a city property purchased by the
Commonwealth for use of rﬁu bereulosis Branch,

TFubercwlogiz  Mortality.—There were 5641 deaths from

1y tuberculosis in 1949 (381 males, 160 females),

and 46 deaths from non-pulmonary forms of the disease,

The death rate milhon was 271, the lowest yet reconded

in this State, tails of annual deaths and mortality ane

shown in Table 1 of the Statistical Appendiz of this
Repaort.,

Chest Clisiez and  Pubercwlosis Bureaice—There were
38,040 attendances at the Central and Prahran Bureaux,
and 4,784 at the provincial Bureanx—Bendigo, Ballarat,
and CGeelong. Nurses attached to the metropolitan
Bureaux paid 9867 visits and those attached to the
provineial centres, 1,628 visita, Medical officers attached
to the Central Bureau paid approximately 1000 visits
to pationts in their homes.

Damieilinry core of patients is developing. Arrangements
now exist for administration of streptomycin and PLAS,
to suitable patients under Bureau supsevision, I.E'e loeal
medical practitioners, The Department defrays the cost

of the treatment, including the doctor's fees.

”llril‘lg the year 3,724 new confacts were exnmined ll:l'
the HBureanx staff and 6,306 re-cxaminations of contacta
were made. One hundred and  twenty-one cases of
pulmonary tuberculosis were detocted in contacts.

Smutloria and Chalefs, —During the year 971 patients
were admitted to sanatoria and chalets, and T8 wers
discharged, There were 04 deatha.  OF 1,071 beds provided
for reception of patients saffering  from MATATY
‘t1l|.h'.'rt'|.l!-|'h:1i:l-, i |lh|-1i.r||||.l1'|:|r S were lIILB.'I'IiIHI.I' i, pr.ﬂ:]ih“
completion of aceommodation for the necessary stafl.
There has beon, in addition, an aoute shortage of trained
nursig staff, but the situation now appears to be easing
slightly, and it is hoped that when stafl quarters are
comploted, early in the new year, these 300 beds will
become available,

Thoracio  Swrgery.—All major  thoracie  surgery s
done at the Avstin hospital. For the greater part of the
year, two surgieal teams were working under Mr, C. J.
Officer Brown and Mr. J. Hayward. A third team ander
Mr. I. McConchie commenced in February, 1950, Facilities
for bronchoscopy and miner thoracie surgery have besn
available at Mint-place Annexe since 1950, The efforts
of the surgeans Lo reduce the waiting list for thoraeio
surgery have been successfuol and there is now little or
no delay in dealing with metropolitan or country patienta
requiring thoracie surgery.

B.LG.—The use of BOG. vacome m Vietona has so
far been confinsd to persons exposed to apecial risk ;
contacts and known cases, nurses, medical students, &e.
Immumization of child contacts = undertaken at the
Bureaux where some 1,000 children were immunized dunng
the vear. The vaccine used is prepared at the Common-
wealth Serum  Laboratories, and has proved eminently
satisfactory, giving a high percentage of conversions, wit
complete absence of severe reactions. Dr. E. A. North,
wha i respensible for preduction of B.CAG, for Australia,
'n.'nrl-i.s i ¢|mu_~ ¢|1|.'|4|.||||ml'||:||| with Dr. 'Cl'l.lllﬂl, medical
officer in charge of immunization at the Central Burean,
This arrangement permits a cheok of the efficiency of
cach weckly batch of vaceme jsswed by the Common-
wealth Serum Laborstories.

Chest X-ray Surcegs.—This Division, under the direotion
of Tr. I_,:.'uEl. Andrews, has ra.||i|]|_1.‘ 1':n!E|:|.l|.l||H|. Accomumoda-
tion at present is cramped, and transfer to the new
quariers at Milion House will be most advantageous.
The surveys conducted included 21 in country centres
in all parts of the State ; 6 in metropolitan municipalites ;
9 industrial surveys, amd 12 in Government astablishmonts,

Mininture films were taken of 184,216 persons abont
equally distributed in metropolitan and country arveas.
21,631 large chest films were taken on these subjects.
These surveys discovered 128 cases of proved active
pulmonary tuberculosis, 343 persons with lesions of possible
activity who require continuwed observation and investiga-
tion, and 2,711 showing radiological evidenee of healed or
quisscent lesions.

Dr. Androws' report calls attention to interesting data
which confirm the value of the surveys. Two out of three
persons  suffering from active pulmonary tuberculosis
had experenced no symptoms of saflicient severity fto
gnuse them to seek medical advice. A history of contact
with & known case eould be obiained in only one-thind
of the proved active infections picked up in the sorveys.
The need for examinations of the chest at regular
intervals is indieated by the fact that nearly 20 per cent.
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of patients with radiclogical  evidence of an  active
ulmonary lesion had had & previous Chest Xerov within
onr years of the first exmmination in a Mas= X-ray
Survey.

Deparimental Tuberonlosis  Committee.—This Committes
was appointed by the Minister of Health, the Honorable
C. P. Gariside, M.L.C., in March, 1949, with the object
of providing a Departmental Toberculosis Exeentive with
a consaltant panel to keep the Government informed of
all mspects in relation to prevention, diagnosis, and
treatment of tuberenlosis. Departmental membors of the
Committes consist of the Permanent Head (Mr. W. L.
Kowe), who acts as Chairman, the Chief Health Officer,
Director of Tuberculosis, Clinical Tuberculesizs Officer,
Director Mass X-ray Sorveys, Medical Superimtendens
Gresswell Sanatoriom, and the Accountant. The lender
of the Consultant Panel 1= Dr. Clive Fitts,

Reports of [dvistonal officers and statistioal data are

wttached,
ESMOND V. KEOGH,
Director of Tuberculoesis.

CLINICAL AND BUREAUX SERYICES.

Crxrral CREsT Crivic axp Tueercvnosis Boreas,
MELBEOURNE.
Depuly Director of Tuberouloss ;. Duguostic Servees
Dr. H. M. Jawmes.

It was decided to alter ulightl'ir the designation of this
section of the Tuberculosis Branch, emphnsizing mther the
clinical than the tuberoulosis sspect. Paticnts are mnch
less apprehensive atténding a ™ Chest Clinic ©' than a
“ Tuberculosis Furean .

The Chest Clinie rereives patients mainly m three ways,
vig =—

(g) They are reforred by outside medical practitioners
for dingnosis and recommendation as to further
investigation amd treatment.

(8} Definite cases of pulmonary tonberculosis  are
referred for treatment either institutional or
domieiliarcy,

(o) All contacts of known tuberculosis cases are kept
under obasrvation.

The Chest Clinie acts as a central registry of all cazes of
pulmonary tuberculoais, and arranges for sanatorinm
treatment where necessary. It also acts as a centre for
the dissemination of information aon toberenlosis gencerally
and through its visiting nurses for instruction in preventive
methods amd E}'giene- in homes where tuberculosis exists.
It is also a teaching centre for medical students and for
graduate murses studving for the certifieate in tuboreulosis
nursing.
 There has been a steady increase year by year in the
pumber of patients attending the Chest Clinic. This
year there were 31666 attendances, D126 for the first
time.

The main new developments during the vear have
been the inatitution of B.C.G, Clinic;, the beginning of
i pervice for home medical treatment and supervision :
and fuller employment of colture of sputum and fasting
gastric contonts, :

The B.C.G. Clime operates two full days weekly undor
the control of Dr. 1. Church, This Ulinie s so far
confined to those exposed to risk of infection, Le., family,
house and work contacts, social workers, occupational
therapy students, norses, and medical students. 1t is
proposed to extend this service consilerably in the near
future. We have had the very welcome collaboration of
Dir. Edgar North of the Commonwealth S8ernm Laboratories.
The wvaccine uced by him has been  uniformly
satisfuctory. very high pereentage of conversions has
taken place, and no serions complications of any kind
have occurred. Nine hundred and twenty-seven persons
were immunized from July, 1949, to June, 1950,

Visits to homes of patients are made by the medical
staff on two momings weekly, in company with the visitin
nurse, amd amonnt at present to approximately 1
visits yearly. In addition, & recent decision by the
Honorable the Minister of Health has allowed arrangements
to b made with loeal medical practitioners wherehy
anitable cases may be given streptomyein and P.AS in
their own homes, the Department of Health bearing the
aost of the material: and doctors’ fess.

Fasting gastric oultures are taken one morning weskly.
Figures are not yet complete, but approximstely
citltures will be made this year.

Thee X-rav Department has taken 17,198 large films
and TEH miere films during the vear, o total of 25,028
In addition to the routine work of the Central Chest Clinie,
all ndingrn;:hy fior Mint-place Annexe and for bone and
joint conditions from Greenvale and Heatherton Sanatoria

are done st this Chest Clinie.

Caest CLsie axp Toeercviosis Bueeav, Bexpioo
Base Hoszeiran, Bexplco.

Tithercwlosis Officer : Dr. K. . Kerr.

Drerinng 1949 there were 75 notifieations of tubereulosis
in ihe Hlfmhern Health Area, 42 from the City of Bumm
and 33 from the rest of the Ares. Thirty-three of
notifications were from the Bendige Chest Clinie and
the remanining 42 from private practitioners throughout
the Health Area. There has been a marked increase in
the mumber of notifications, mainly because of o Mass
Xeray Survoy in Bendigo in 1945 whon over 11,000 people
weere X-raved, and consequent notifications from the Chest
Clinie.  Forty-nine of the 76 notifications ware of parsons
over 40 years of age. There were 47 males and 28
femules.  OF 33 eascs, whose & of dizease at notification
i= known, only four could be snid to be in the first stage.

There were 20 deaths from  pulmonary tubereulosis
and one death from tuberculous meningitis in a female
child of twelve years. Fifteen of the deaths were of
regidents of the City of Bendigo, thus giving 4 death mate
of 56 per 100K of population. In mr period
194045, Bemdign had o death rate from pulmonary
tuberoulosis of 509 per 10,000 of population, as com
with rates of 4-1 for Melbonme, 4 for Ballarat, 36
for Geslong,

Nine of the 24 deaths were of persons who wers not
known to the Chest Clinie as cases of polmonary tuber-
rulosis Defore death.

There s anly one deoth fron pulmosary Gebereulosis
aimeng persses wonder A years of age, a male of 34 VEATS.
The general impression over recent vears from study of
notifications, deaths, and the results of the Mass Burvey,
together with the findings after tulsreulin-testing of 7
persons of all ages in 19458, is that infeetion in young
pesple is diminishing markedly, and they are thus being
deprived of the apparent protection afforded those who
survive the effects of primary infection. It appeams
that mass vaceination with BOG. of adolescents and
vonng people i indicated.

The appointment by the riment of a foll-
time nurse and a clerk to the Bendigo Chest Clinie has
ragulted in better functioning of the clinie, and this is
reflected in greatly increased attendances and lhome visits.
A new departure baz been the wse of B.CAG. vacsination
for comtacts amd from itz inception to the end of 1949,
Iid nursing trainees and hospital staff, and 63 contacts
had bheen vaecinated, with o conversion rate of 87 per
cent.  lmported vaccine was given to 76 and
gave o conversion tate of 24 per cent.  Commonwealth
varcine was given to 96 porsons and the conversion rate
was W) per eent.  Reactions to vaccination have been
mild and in no instance has any trouble been experienced.

T
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Attendances at the Clinic were also increased this vear
by imvestigation of many people who had been found
to have marmnlitics ﬂ.IJT‘]'!'Lg the Mass x-mf S||rl.'|e~_l|.' m
18, Nineteen active cases were found in the Sorvey,
five of which were a direct result of the skin-testing of
children and subsequent home-visiting.

The visiting norse for the Health Ares beyond the
City of Bendige has visited many homes, arranged for
X-ray examination of contacts, performed skin-tests, and
armangesd sputum  examinations, In addition, she as-
sisted in several Mantoux-testing campaigns assoviated
‘I'Iﬂl_ !‘:-ﬂ}' me}'ﬂ | tl];-'ld followed up results with family

ries. i & year, X-my surveys were made
mﬂ, Em and Swan Hill, : u-.-ef{',nm children
were skin-tested and only 2 per cont. were found to react.

The lisison of this nurse with the Chest Clinic has beon

assistance in providing information of tuberculosis
ts and their families in the country, a field which
never been covered adequately before,

Attendances for the year at the Clinic were as fallows ;

Unsber 1,
— s ¥ Tokal
o | F
Number of pow cases applying .. | 214 | 222 | 568 | a9 | 5wl
Hao-attendances u vo | BIG | HOH | 269 | 4356 | 2,027
HRe-exnminations = oo | 385 | 406 | 139 | 214 | 0014
Cases pameed for Chabet e T R 1 ¥
Cases roforred Lo Austin o @ [ i i -
Number of infecting
i ing cases .. ] 52 @ '] 131
Number of comtacts cxsmined | 55 7% | 35| o6 | 20
Number of contacts re-cxnmine=d | 800 146 [ 107 | 144 77
omh visits—
Nurees' first wvisits .. e a2 ISy .. i 47
Murses' ro-visits . | 330 196 3| 14 4]
refills .| 100 Bl .. s 182
X-ray examinations o | 423 ] 42| 00 | 457 | 1,038
mum .o | 236 1] z | a i
o L G B e 20
Evening sessions e Fii 1.3 4 a | 114k
h.ﬁﬁmm from Ist Nov.
noit
soparately = L] E i T -] &Y
Total attondanoes old sed
new cakes .. .. | 529 | 0.000 | 325 | S04 | 2088

itti tients whose disease hus been arrested for
ﬁ“ﬂmmrum np: more, the following table illustrates the
present Clinie register :—
Number of cases of tuberculosis attending Clinic 138
Number in Bendigo Chalet or in SBanatormm .. 27
Number in Bendigo and immediate environs ander
own dootor or Hepatrintion Department .. 0
Number in the rest of the Northern Health Area
not attending Clinie = .. &
KNumber of non-pulmonary cases i . 30

Hmﬁr of known cases of tubsreulosis (Northerm

Health Area) on register .. i 342
Number of patients who have been registored but
now ide outside the Northem alth Ansa 252

icogis.—During the year, there were eight deaths
gilicosia among men who had worked in the gold-
mines, while one of the deaths from pulmonary tuber-
culosis was of a man with silicosis also. It hoas always
besens t in this area to examine the certification
of these deaths from silicosis because they are cortificd

:

variously as nary fibrosis,"” * miners' thisis,"
“miners' complaint,” or * silicosis,” and, m the past,
have sometimes included cases known during lifetime
to have hun proved tuberculous and which, il they had

been certified as deaths from pulmonary tubsreulosis,
would have mised the already higEh loca ?ch rate from

that ca

:

Fifteen cases of silicosis were potifim] from the Clinke
as casen of indastrial disease, togpether with two cases
of =ilicosis l‘l.llllpl‘ir:l.ll'-'l by tuberculosis, m one of which
tiberels bacilli were found i the spotum.

Thirteen  ecxnminations of applicants for & Miners’
Phthisis Allowanee were made. Five had silicosis, 5
il milicosis i‘mh.illi.n"n'lﬁl Il_lu' tulserciuloss, m 1 of which
tubercle Bacilli were found in the sputum, 2 had tobor-
colosia only, amd, in | instance, there was no evidence of
silienais,

TI'I.!"N wre 138 ﬂ'ﬂ'i!l-l"n_".ll casrs of ailieosiE at ||'|l' cl'i“i.i!,

meluding 27 complicated Dy tuberculosis, in 11 of which
tuberche bacilli have been Found in the spatam.
_ There is no provision wnder existing legislation for
imitial and periodical X-ray examination of miners or
workers in dust-producing industries.  Men with silicosis
generally are not discoversd by the Clinie until totally
disabled and when they are applying for the Miners'
Phthisizs Allowance. L

In some instances, infections tuberculosis is present
anad My have been present unknown to the patient for
somme years, to the constant davnger of wife aml clhildren,
workmntes, amd the community.  Thers is no provision
for the exclusion of miners with tuberculosis from under-
ground workings.

The number of working miners in Bondigo hos diminiahed
considerably in recent years, amd their supervision by
Xoray examination could be managed with existing
facilities.  The problem of silicosis has always been &
factor in the ]ti.gh local incidence of tuberculosis.

Vizitz fo f.-'mmfr_r]l (Chaletz and Hu.s:}uliuxw.v—‘l.riu'thi Wl
made to Horsham, Mildura, Mooroopna, Wangaratta,
Ballarat, Warrnambool, and Warragul.

TuvnencvLosis Bureav, Havvagar.
Puberoulosiz Chficer — . &, T. James.

The total attendances were slighily above the 1948
figure—this vear numbering 237, The increass was
mainly in the new cases applying, and this was
“hdl_‘lhhl-l.‘t":l' 1|:||,-|~ to the nuiinlngi.i'u.i uurh‘q:}' L':-l,||||_:|,|,|¢l.¢|;1
dunng the year. Hegarding the supervision of contacts,
ihere i one aspeck on which comment has been made
previously, but which still requires elarification. Service
cazes under the Repatriation Department are not notified
to the Btate anthoritics, aml contacts of theas cases ane,
in nearly every instanece, found by chance and advised
o undergo periodical review at the Burean,

There have been ten patients attending for artificial
menmothorax refills, and 108 refills have been given.
atients atbending the Clinie are drawn from a wide
mrea uf |!|i:|. Iu:.r[ of the :'llliilvl.", nlul, jihlg"lllg |.'l:." -Iiu!auaes
they travel, the opportunities for review offercd by the
Depariment are apprecisted.

Crest Uuixie, HWEELOXNG,
FPuberculogiz Gfieer : L. I N, L. Seward,

During 19469, there were 150 patients under the super-
vision of this Chinic, either attending regulardy for re-
examinations or being visited by the Clinie sister.

Artificial prenmothorax was o part of the treatment
in six cases.

In addition to the treatment of these patients, the
main work copsisted of the examination of contacts and
also the i.m.-miilialiuu of suspect cases peferred to the
Clinic Er:.' rrelic l:nl:lil!imwm for diagnosis.

I:I“ri.ug pm‘iquu Yemrs, the investigation of contacts
has been the most wseful means of detecting cases of
pulmonnry  tuberoulosis.  Companson of the statistics
contained in the quarterly returns for the vears 1948
and 1949 show a great iporease in MY in the number
found to be suffering from polmonary  tuberoulosis.



The number * Passed for Savatoria,” or * Admitted to
the Geelong Hospital ™ in 1940 was approximately double
that of the previons year. This increase occurred par-
ticularly in the period April to June and resnlted from
the Mantoux testing of school children in the district
during March, 1949, and the Mass XK-ray Burvey i
Geelong in May, 1949,  An annual repetition of these
procedures 15 fully justified.

INSTITUTIONS.

INSTITUTION ACTIVITIES.
GRESEWELL BAXATORIUM.

The year has been one of great activity as reflected by
the statistics herewith supplied. The number of ad-
missions during this time was 100, whilst the discharges
numbered 146, In addition, the total of patients deaths
was eight. The average daily number of paticuts was
1587, whilst the average duration of stay was 306:20
days por patient.

The difficulty in placing sick patients who really need
hospital treatment was reflected last year in the
increased proportion of sick patients admitted to the
Sanatorinm.  This inevitably reduces the available
purely hospital bed space for patients in the S8anatorium,
and, therefore, is & limiting factor in tumover and number
of admissions possible. At the same time, cssential
nursing attention iz eoncentrated on sick patients, Iand.
whilst present difficultics in staffing Sanatoria continue,
adequate care for sick patients is difficult.  The pro-
jected opening of the new accommodation for nurses and
male members of the stafl in the near future will make
available a ward of 24 bods now in use for stail.

Treatment,— Recent developments in chemotherapy have
extended the scope of treatment of tubercnlous patients,
at the =ame time increasing the work of the medical and
pursing staff, and further emphasize the need for more
adequate laboratory facilities,  Streptomyein has been
used freely where indicated, amd PLAS. was being nsed
in an expanding field.

More extensive use of surgery and the Tarther develop-
ment of the field of nlm:nulhemp:r combine to l'lll-!}]m}flz-'l'
again the need for a higher proportion of purely hospital
hed=z in the modern Sanatoria than has hitherto been
considered necessary.

Artificial  pneamothorax  and  artificial  pnewmoperi-
toneum  hoave boen used where required.  Thirty-one
patients were treated with artificial pueamothorax and
nine with artificial puenmoperitoneum, whilst continuance
of treatment was given to other patients from previous
vears. Major chest surgery was done at fhe Austin
Huoapital.

The activities of the Social Club, which langely controls
Decupational Therapy, have been extonded by the nse
of Art Therapy. is haz been considerably assisted
from without, largely through members of the Vietorian
Artists’ Society, arranged through the courtesy of Mr.
F. L. Coles.

The army hut which was re-creoted and which iz te
be converted for use as an Oecupational Therapy umit,
has not wyet Leen made available for this purlp-im'. amd
limited space for handicrafts and Oeenpationsl Thermpy
in general is greatly felt. A later development projected
is the ‘installation of a pottery uwnit when the necessary
buildings are available.

The services of Miss Wilkinson, the Handieraft In-
structress from the Hed Cross Society, have heen of
great help to the patieuta.

The development of the grounds is slowly proveeding.
and new garden plots have been made aml others are
projected.  The value to the patients of a fully developed
garden in the Sanatorium, particularly to those confined
to bid, eannot be over-cmphasized.

1t

Dhiring the year. a satisfactory standand of sErvice in
all seotions of the Sanatoriom has been maintained,
despite recurring difficnlties with staffing.

(GREESVALE SAKATORIUM,

Duiring the year, a total of 106 patients wos admitbed,
O patients weore discharged, and there were 15 deaths.

The average duration of stay of the patients was thirtesn
months,  Patients have boen reviewed for surgery at
regular intervals, and surgieal cases, both short term and
lomg term, have been transferred to Austin Hospital as
bids became available.

Twenty-six cases of pnenmothorax were indneed,  Two
cases underwent pnenmonectomy.  One very interesti
onge hod been an invalid for many years, and had no
prospect of ever heing well.  Durng all this time, the
“geed 7 lung had remained very ﬁd, and eventually
preumonectomy was undertaken. is patient has now
been discharged to her home and is able to do her own
housekeeping.

Combined treatment of streptomycin and P.AS. was

commenced with most encouraging results.

A very successiul display of Patients” Handerafts was
held in September,  The display was officially opened
by the Chief Health Officer, Dr. G, E. Cole. guﬁi toys
were a main feature of the display, Many people, seeing
similar displays of soft toys at all cxhibitions are apt to
under-estimate the anderlying feature of this work which
keeps n patient in close contaet with her family.

An Instructress in Dressmoking is to be appointed,
and later, on Instroctress in Millinery, These two teachers
will help greatly in rehabilitation of our patients.

The Patients’ Lilirary is very extensively used—books
and journals are always available, and the Lilrary itself
is under the most efficient management of E.
Rolbartson, & patient who has® thos n rehabilitated.

On the oecasion of the Handicrafis Display, the Chief
Health Officer, Dr. Cole, made a gift fo Library.
Thiz was A in the |lql;|,“.'|1.ﬁ.p¢ afl 'hmhl to
used as referenee books,

Patients have had entertainment all through the year.
The chiof entertainment is weekly pictures on Wednesday
evenings.  Various concert parties visited the Sana-
torinm  throngh the wear.  Sommerdea  Entertaimers
completed, in 1949, 50 years of entertainment in varions
institutions, including many years at Greenvale,

The staff have received special care all through the
vear.  Daily Sick Parmle iz held.  All new members
of staff found to be Mantoux negative have besn given
B.C.G., and all members of staff are given X-my examina-
tion at regular intervals.

The Stafl Spcial Club has provided dances, card parties,
and tennis tournaments here at the Sanatoriom.  The
Men's Billiand Room has continuned to give pleasure to
the male stafl.

The new foar-storey brick ward gradually neared com-
pletion during 184%, and the superstructure of the wd-
ditionnl wings of Nurses’ quarters was commenced.

HeATHERTON SANATORIUM.

Fed State,
Wdovm bl ]Mmmm Hschargs, [LERTT S
{1140 (H M EEH |
121 136 ‘ [ Ai 1

Average stay—470 days,

Treatimend.—Bed  rest remaing the basic and most
valuable form of treatment ; it is also the most expensive
and tedious. ey



5

- ’.ﬂ“

17

i in was available fairly frecly, and was of
particular value in the two categories of treatment ;-
() Lifesaving—mainly by permitting operation on
patients otherwise unsuitable ;
(6) Palliative —in incurable cases with tuberculous
laeyngitis or excessive cough and toxaemia.
P.AS —The use of this drug had not commenced in
the period under review.

Artificial Pueuniothorar.—Between 20 and 20 patients
were maintained on AP, at any one time during the vear,
Acceptable preumothorax was obtained in 12 new cases
and 8 other cases were abandoned after a briof trial.

Surgery.—Major and minor surgery was earmied out on
Heatherton paticnts at Austin ]E“Ifmh amd =ome major
operations were also done at’ Alfred Hospital.  In all,
i thﬂmm_[dulics, T pnemmeonectomics, 1 lohectomy, and
several minor procedures were carried out,  One preumo-
nectomy patient died, but, ag this group comprised paticnts
of risk, and three (including the death) who were
desperately ill, the result of surgery wis extremely safis-
factary.

Social Club.—The Sovial Club playad a large part in
looking after the patients’ entortainment, providing films,
competition, and shopping facilities.  Numerous articles
such as hair dryers and other cosmetic facilities were

bought by the Club,

Red Crass Sociely.— This bedy hos provided an excellent
library for Up-patients with a ward service for Hed-
Fﬂimh, in addition to weekly drives and personal services
or the patients.  One of the most important of Chese
i= to armange visita between honsbands in other Sanatone
and their wives i Heatherton.  The work of the

Society is beyond praise.

Avsriy Hosmrar.

Although only 800 of the 140 beds provided in the
Tuberenlosiz Section of the Hospital were  available
pending completion of additional staff quarters, the
Hospital continned to function as the sergical centee for
tuberculosis cases.  Patients are transferred from Chalets
amd Sanatoria following weekly consultations between
Departmental medical staft and members of the thoracie
surgical teams.  Approval was granted to the appeint-
ment of a thinl surgical team which wos formed carly in
1450

A summary of surgical procedures undertaken in 1940
in shown hercunder :—

Oregatioxs AT AvsTiy Hosprran Saxatorivs
Warns—19#45,

o tik 'ﬂuti:rl o Fatbemi
g o Dtecatica. Euﬂu:hu::-. S

Thoracoplasty .. e e H7 i
Fosumonectomy .. A - 11 L}
I.nhﬂqnﬂ i 3 i & bl
Momaldi inape X 2% i &
Phrende Crush . o v (] [
Phrenie Heerash . £3 s 4 i
Phrenic Evolsion .. b 3
Tharacuscopy aa L T4
Bronehoec e 1= 126
Drninngne uTFEmp:.-nn 1 1
Cavernostomy .. 1 | 1
Theara o 1 1
Post Prevmoneciony Thoracoplasy 12 2
Flastic io Empyoema I 1
Prsumsenaly=is 4 4

Flap Drainage 1 |
Extra Pleural Poeumodbors 1 |

During the year, 149 males and 166 fomales were wl-
mitted ; 133 males and 153 females dizcharged ; while
21 males and 3 females died.  Admissions and disehanges
include pationts transferred from and returned to Sana-

toria and Chalets.
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It is desired to express appreciation of the manner
in which this unit is conducted, with particular reference
to the Medical SBuperintendent (Dr, V., G, Bristow) and
the Medical Offiecr (Dr. P. B, Bull).

Mixt Prace Axxexe,

During this period (1st Janunry, 1949 to 31st December,
L5} & total of T8 patients was admitted, of whem 10
W Il:::Jr.u. b fomales, and 9 adolescents.  The average
stay in days of patients at Mint Place Annexe was 250,
There were 33 discharges in this period, 5 males, 24
females, and 4 adolescents,

There were 41 artificial poenmothorsees  conducted,
of whom a number became out-patients during the vear,
anid continued to attend Mint Place Annexe for continu-
tiom of pnenmothorases,

The Il_l-llﬂ'?lﬂ of beds available was ineressed  From 0
ta 70 with the llEll:'Ili:I!i{ of forther wanls,

Covxtey Bep AccouMopaTiox,

No  additional accommodation was made available
during the year, although nepotiations with the Warrnam-
bool, Geelong, and Mooreopus Hospitals resulted in the
respective  lospitals sagrecing o establish  Chalets  for
tuberonlons patients in 1950,

These umits, in addition to providing accommodation
for local cases, also affond facilitics for admission of
snitable patients from other areas,

" The Department meets the full cost of maintenance,
amd al=o appoints a Visiting Physician to each Chulet.

Moverents of patients durng 1949 are shown in the
statistical appendix.

REHABILITATION SECTIOX.
Medieal Officer @ Br. J. 0V Borke.

Praring the first half of 1948, the Rehabilitation Section
wax not u||-|'n|'|i|||,|. ,'I.flllr |||||."|l|g munwd dut.:!,r 1st
July, 1945, the lutter half of the year waz spent in making
contact with Sanatorim and establishing liaizon  with
various orgenizations likely to be associated with the
Section. These are listed below . —

1 owiw apioinns boeen R
Kehabilitation Section,
Employment Section (Lssabled Porsons’ Branch).

Slate—
State Pavoluatric Service
Vietorimn Education Department.
Conneil for Adult Edueation.
Australian Red Cross Bociety.
Melbourne Technical School.
Apprenticeship Commnssion.
Australian Council Trade Unions.
University Department Socinl Studies.

Patientz who hed presang problems of rehabilitation
were imterviewed.  Special thanks 12 due to the Director
of Education, Major-General Bamzay, in making available
Correspondence Courses in Sanatoria, and the co-operation
of the two Commonwealth bmnches engaged in similar
work, as indicated above.

Hostel.—During the latter part of the vear, o proporty
was purchased in Toorak for the purpose of providing
hostel accommodntion for men discharged from Sanatoria,
&c.  The Australian Ked Cross Society (Victorian Branch)
agrecd to manage the Hostel, the Department being
responsible for any momtenance deoficit.

Accommodation will be available for =ixtesn neen,
who will be required to pay £2 10s 'um-:lﬂl; for Tull boand
and resadence.  No permanent boarders will b taken,
as it ks mtended that stay should be lmited to s maximnam
period of eightesn months,



14

TUBERCULGSIZ BRANCH.
E. V. Keogh, M.E.,
BS., FRACP.

H. M. James, M.B. &1
Ch.B.

Tir. 1. B. Rosenthal,
M.D., B3, MRCP.

H L. Andrews, M.B.,
B.5., DILR.

K. G. Kerr, MLBE., B.5.,
D.E.H.

Director of Tuberculosis

Deputy Director of Tubercalosis;
IMnpnostic Services

Du_].mt}' Director of Tubereulosis
Sanatoria and Chalets

Deputy Dhrector of Tuberculosis ;
Radiology

Tubercnlosis Officer (Coantry) ..

Relabilitation Medical Officer .. J. 0'Borke, L.R.C.E.,
L.R.CE

E R
AF.LA.

H. [Ebbs,

Secrotary

Consuliant Panel, Departmental Tuberculosis
Conrnitlee,
Professor ', MacCallom, M.A., M.8e., M.B., Ch.B.,
R.C.PE, MR.CE, FRAE, FRACP.
Professor F. McF. Bumet, M.B., B8, FRE&., D3c.

Professor 8, Rubbo, M.B., B.S., Ph.D., Dip.Bact., B.Sec.,
M.PB.

Sir W. 5. Newton, M.I., F.R.A.C.P.

W. Newing, M.I., FRACT.

C. H. Fitts, M.I)., D.T.M., MRCP., FRACT.
W. W. 5. Johnston, M.IM., F.RA.CP.

A. Penington, M.I.

Jo 1. Hayward, M.D., M.B., F.R.C.5.

C. 1. Officer Brown, M.I}., F.R.C.S., F.R.A.CS.
J. (VEullivan, M.B., B&., DM.RE., FRACE.,
K. Hallam, B.A., M.B., B5, DM.R.E.

€. F. MacDonald, M.B., B8, DMREE., FRACE.,
F.F.R.

J. B. D. Galbraith, M.D., F.R.AC.P.
C. E. Eddy, D.8c., F. Inst. of P.

D.E.H.,

F.F.It.

Tarsteferfions.
Saraenhorarian, Medieal Superintemieal,
Girosawell I H. Hosenthal, M.I), BE,
MR.CP.
Gireenvike Margaret Playle, M.B., B.5.

Heatherton B. Clerchan, M.B., B.5.

Counlry Chalets,

L anled, Visiting Physician.
Ballarat G. T. James, M.E., BS,, M.IM.
]ﬁ':uﬂigu Ww. Rozenthal, M.B., B.5.
Humilton C. E. Bawrey, MB., BS,
MRACPE
Haoralmm T. V. Walpole, M., B.&

Milidura J. 8. Bothrowd, M.B., BS,
MDD, ME,
Bale .. G. 1 B Baldwin, M.E., B.5,

M.R.ACP.

J. B, MeMiken, M.B., Ch.H.,
M.D., DNILR.

Wangaratta

VITAL STATISTICS.
Vicroria—11944,

Divaths,
ot Tubercalede. e Al
| Forsas.
Male. | Femsle.| Tolal | Male. | Female. | Tobal,
19Kk e} HE ] L] 51 163 | 10
11KHY 452 406 11 L] i 173 (KL
1121 T2 bytk g =S &l (1] 150 Lo+
[ R4+ 465 HiE A13 ] 6 13 mal
14E3 401 G 47 il il 120 AR
1124 410 4 T L () 134 R
11625 431 331 TGl 62 i) 117 R
11EE6 iyt fiiit ThE [i%] 45 1S 570
1537 410 203 713 42 e M BT
1638 17l T Lk 4l 4 HT Tk
15 43 123 TG &l A 1 Al
JRLETTY 431 201 727 A5 40 B sl
141 ELiH] feL L] TH pi] 57 107 H70
12 460 331 T 46 42 ] 579
1143 40 | 230 | &0 47 BT | 1w | T
1144 422 257 B0 4l aa 7 T
1S HEH b 1] (1] 41 40 &l T
(R EH A 24t B5H a2 20 i | 71l
17 a9l 221 (] 4 3 H LIS 677
155 7 214 sl A 24 1 Gl
T 1) A=l (1] i 20 2 41 8T
Axxvan Dearn Bare vee 1000000,
Year, Ttwm H':h':u.h-h. Eq"l Fermm)
1930 4145 a2 G54
1930 4= g Pk
1931 441 [H] M
1932 R T s 1
(£l ] 443 i 471
114 411 T4 E L%
11KRG 414 [ 478
TR 412 a *7
1937 &d 3l f RS
19K T 47 R
11K diek 4 A
(R pit] a4 427
111 Y 33 4iag
1942 Ak A5 4T
1943 323 a2 T8
1944 40 7 377
S 23 an 263
1946 =] H Sk
1547 HEH 32 EHE
1945 L - aus
1840 5 2] 1
Ben Posmox—3lst DEcEMpER, 1949,
—_ Male. Framale, Toaai,
Gresswell Sanatorium, Mont Park . 1@ . 12
Heatherton SBanatorium, Cholienham i 2= 214
Greenvale Banatorium, Brosdmeadows 2 230 234G
Mint Place Annexe, Melhowrne i 12 07 1]
Austin Hospital, Heidel =4 +H 125
Austin Hompltal, Heldelbery q“ul-
dren’s Ward) i (] 15
Dunstan Chalet, Ruyn] Park | e 'y 1
Eleanor Zhaw Chalet, Il.n_'|.-.ll l‘ﬂi = 12 iz
Bendign Chalet, Bedign . e 14 Iix 4
Ballagat Chalet, Ballarst .. i [[1] 20
Mildura Chabet, Milidura | 7 T 14
Hamilton Chalet, Hamilton 7 H 14
Horsham Chabet, Horsham 7 7 4
Wangarmita Chalet, W raita ] 7 14
Hale (Ex. B.A.AK. Hospital) %) 20 A0
343 ol | 1086
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DIVISION OF CHEST X-RAY SURVEYS. ;
Annual Report for Year Ending 31st December, 1949.

The year 1949 saw some 300,000 films taken by this
Depariment. By the emd of the year six miniature
radiography machines were in almost constant operstion.
Behind theso, three X-ray units were in nse at the Central
Ofice taking large films and three more were availabde
for conntry follow-up work. In all, 21,500 full-sized
filmsz were taken. Steady progress has been made in
the X-rav waork associatedd with Mantoux testing of
children.  This specialization of machines is desirable,
because, although our mass X-ray machines are designed
to be eapable of taking large films if it should be necessary,
such machines are m such short supply that 1t 18 unsoond
to oceupy their available working time in large film work
when other less specialized and more readily available
units can be used for this purpose.

Follow-up work has been remdersd more diffionlt by
the fact that the Director, during this vear, has had only
the assistanee of o part-time medical officer.  The ]l‘l-}'il
eo-operation of the nursing, technical, anid clercinl staff
has enabled, in spite of thess drawhbacks, an enormoens
afgant of u'l,tﬂ-l: L la= -dl;\“(‘ i1| bq,rl:]: ﬂ]r pn;-ﬁminar:r
serecning  and  the necessary follow-up  investigations.
The work of Dr. kenny in expanding the scope of bae-
teriological investigation was particularly valuable,

The Dhivision has enjoved the continued co-operation
of the panel of reporting radiologists who have expressed
themselves as generally satisfied with the quality of the
filma subritted. If the vacancies for full-time or half-
time radiologists can be filld it should considerably
improve the general sitnation.

The work at fixed Centres has held at a fair level, though
a steady dropping off in the numbers passing through
these may be cxpected as the programme of metropolitan
surveyvs becomes more intensified and effective.  Sarvevs
of factories, business houses, Government, and semi-
Governmental Departments have expanded, and it s
interesting to note that the percentage of tuberculosis
found hore appears to be slightly less than in the gencral
population, even with the better coverage obtamned.

As in the past, eonsiderable attention has been paid
to special groups, nevertheless, it iz felt that the canse
of tuberculosiz prevention will best be served by the
repeated sereening of the general population with more
frequent attention to special community groups.  This

is particularly stressed because at least 65 per cent. of
the healed and active cases of tuberculosis found have
no symptoms sufficient to canse them to attend a hospital
or consult a doector,

Specinl attention has been paid donng the vear to
mining eommunitios and to those industries where there
might be occupational risks affecting the lungs. A
more intensive silicosis sarvey, in co-operation with the
Department of Mines, iz gunned. Bhortage of vehicles
is preventing this being developed at present.

There has been considerable amelioration in the staff
position, but the lack of certain key personnel, such as
a Division Seerctary, and X-ray Engmeer for servicing
of machines, and Team Managers, hus heen severcly felt.

With the increased means at onr disposal the numbers
of the public presenting themselves for examination,
in spite of the satisfactory over-all total for the year,
has not e?uaIJac{ our eapacity.  This is serions for twao
reasons 3 first, it is probable, as pointed out by Bradbury
in the * Lancet * in 1948, that the percentage of tuber-
eulosis is directly proportional to the percentage of the
community X-raved, and that covernge less than 70 per
cent. is lisble to miss more tubereulosis than s found ;
secondly, * Idle Capacity ™ can senously add to costa
It can also be demoralizing to staff. The two factors of
* Poor Coverage ™ and *° Idle ﬂnlru:itz " have not as-
sumed serious proportions so far with the limited number
of machines available,

A pleazsing feature of the vear's working has been the
increasing appreciation of the medical profession of the
valoe of onr work.  One finds & most encouraging
willingmess to co-operate and exchange information. It
is hoped that the coming year will see o eloser liaison
between  this Division and the Thomcie Units of the
great hospitals, with such bodies as the Repatriation
Hospital, Cancer Institute, and Base Hospitals, as well
ag with Chest Specialists and the medical profession

d that the staff improvement in

generally,

It is also h uality
can be maintamed becanse it i obvions that ugl}‘ by
techmical excollence can radiology achieve that aﬂ:ur&?’
not only in diagnosiz but also in prognosis, of which it
is undoubtedly capable.

Diviston orF X-ray SBURVEYS.

Miniatirs Filins, | Largs. Fils, | T.p abwormatition. | MewT B Abnormaittics.
Males | — Aiduis Chibpen.
B - t"
o F ol T B
o | H | J g | e | F ! sl 4| Total, | f P L] p
|4 | & |4 T E% EVH |3 E i3
| E x = 1 = 2 =|z=| = E =
GENERAL BURVEYS,
Alexanin | @ | | sl o] wel| s| =] || 2| | w| el s]|a] 1
Ballarat wass | 507 10370 | oos | 2000 |1a72 | 20 | a0 | o | 20oe| s se| sas| w1z | 1se 120 o3 | 4es
Buninyong i 7 T 1 1 S
Calbuben 42 421 1 1 3 E
Foehiuca Loss | 261 | 12| 2re| seso| mee| 4| s 35| 2| 8| | m| m|lnl=| @
|
Filzroy moon | e | soas | 20 | oweo| 40|43 e oo ees| 5/ 19| us| wa| 4| se|as| 122
Ceelong T3 | 576 | vaem | sme | neans |rome | 2e | osn | 4| nase|ae2e| =1l oam | nm s os | 2
Hamilton wogl | o20e | sogq | omin | gue | 2is 1 sag| 1| 7| 41| 49| =s|me|om| ms
Heirtelborg sons | 142 3200 | w0 eus| mss! 3| | 8| ssa| 2oz e nz| wlas|az| 12
Kerang 1455 | 2060 1450 | 3| 33s| 1m e wel .. | of |l sl oliwlie]| 42
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Davision or X-ray SurvEvs—oentidied,

Hinksturs Films. Large Films. T.B. Abnormabiiies, - Non-T.H. Abaormalites,
[ Makes, Framades, Adubls, | Chisbren. | |
- 4 £ | Toa T o ¢ | Tow, 5. 55 | g gl |
SNEARRE RN ERH A AR EREE
GENERAL BURVEYS8—rconfintted
Kew.. 2 122 | IS0 12| 5909 437) 0 24| B 65) B13| Mo Fie | 3 32043) D3
Mansfield .. | 0| 30| 520 20| 1320 | =3 3 1 120 | 13| 4 R B 1%
y ketion) 3407 | 207 | 4207 | M =215 ; 513 | 36 | 187 (135 BOL [ 4] 02| 134 | 150 k] |I 0 | 35 | 14l
M o | LIS | 48 6| L33 | 110 42 162 | vjie| == 30| 1E|12|1s]| 42
Northoote .. | 5024 | 354 | 7,006 | 200 | 13804 | 725 |47 | 208 | 10| 1,006 | 5|26 | 258 | 24 | 0oa |70 | 75| 235
Queen Vietoria 3.231'- B3 200 | 4% | 4463 5 ‘ua 128 sy | LA |us |46 | pse| e | 36|31 | 3| 1
mm B8 | 100 | G | 102 | 2038 wm| a1 3| | sl12| m0
Haored = Meart | 2706 | .. | 3255 | .. | 5008 | 292 (ga| 3z 26| soafluz|az| 7| o8| 42|20 |38| 100
&Eﬂiﬂ e | LLIEENOITL | 1223 | 230 | 2762 1 I 4 1 B 4] 1 a8
Samdringham .. | 4470 | 203 | 8628 | 354 | s7es | s (105 | 460 1o | noow | 7|27 usv| zm | now | o0 | 71| 23
Beymowr .. | B16| B2 sol| 45 LTI4| 106 | & a1 133 ¢| 20| 4] iz|id|13] &
Bouth Melbourne | 4,005 | 432 | 2971 | 386 | 7,884 | 503 |13 lﬁl.ﬁﬂ D80 | 15 | 28 | 12| 158 | 40 | 44| 30| 13
Bwan Hill .. | 2470 | 287 | 3478 | 202 | 5547 | 406 | 8| 07| 3| 52| 1)12| oa it 40 | 36 | 20| 114
a Traralgon 1487 T2 LATE | T | RO2G | 1506 | .. 43 15 18| 32 tE 19|20 & 47
) Warmambosl.. | 3860 | 261 | 40858 | 428 | #0548 | 380 | 1| 88| 4| av7| efi1o| wa| 1% | 08|42 |63 | 20
© Wodonga .. ol rol mo| eo| amsol Lo || o | F] el 0| WiW| o] 53
B Woodbibome:. | el 1)l ex| 1| me| ar|..| .. |..| ). f..| 3] s3] 2] g|n| 16
; 'h'llhn. | Rl19 &7 | 1,330 4| 3584 | 100 .. [ . 47| %12 S 70 18|18 D 45
: Yarrawongs . gT2| 86| s M| B0l .. | .| -. |- ol fiz] W) | 2lio|is| 50
[ You 000 . 9| 15| w4s | 18 o0 | .. bl 05| 1| 6| 20 | 8| 4| 2
Total To.202 | 5,008 | 722az (5470 |153,051 |0.9016 pazo (3,000 S04 | 14440 015 482 [2a03 [3000 11,087 |ese rrﬂ' 3,000
: Anny EsTABLISHMENTS.
E %ﬁﬂ Tt i [ [T T I T T g 18 1) o2y .ti 5
~ Balcombe Camp | 463 463 - , 2 a 2
E Pt 1k fitl 1] 8 5 1 1 ‘
i w:m 476 &7 sz | =) 2 pr| 2] 2 | = L) | 4| m
y | racks 1=t
|
g1l .. 7| .. | 2ou Bﬂ-| g .. | e 2| 3| =l =2l 3 H[tll' 21
CoMmMosweEALTH GOVEENMENT ESTABLISHMENTS.
ne| .. 48 [ .. R T T ST I ] & 3 | a2 7
500 1] 70 | - 3| 12 s 2l 6| 18
154 34 g 16 16 I [H] 1 1| 3] 2 i
830 g .. (o R | O S o [ .. 2 :*ril 3 plrE] 5| =0
1,380 .. e .. 1,511 102 | 13| .. sv 15| 3| 3 Il 37 14 | 14 | 12 EL]
a3 165 i 1,005 & 3 HE] 0|13 | 1o =]
i =4 .. 1] ml 8] .. o a2l 1) 2 14 17 (10| 3 (13
1,085 41 28 2 1036 | 18| 9 - . 151 1| 2 E. ] 23 & 7|0 21
szon | el aase| 2| eee| am 2| al. | 2] 5] 8| MB| 161 | 4s(72fo0| 107
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Tivisio of X-RAY SURVEYS—canlinuad,

Minlatare Fllis, | Large Filimis. T AbLmormslitles Non-T B, Abnormaliibes.
Males, Females. Adults, Uhikdrem.
i $ * £ | TouL ﬁ 5 ﬁ g | Toal |5 ]2, i g 1
18| %|3| |#[f|3|3] |BBH|? HE
2 g = a8 | = | = = 153 L] E
IxpusTriaL axn Facrory SURvEys.
Mandiey's (¥o. | 328 | 106 | a3 12 12 1 1 @) 2 2 1
2 Burvey)
Hudeproof a5l | 2| 16 ss| 47| & 1 5% & i (1 vl &l 1 II
Maboolm Mocro's| 400 w 7| | 2 oz | @ 6| 8 2 L]
Metropalitan a7a 154 | | 2 2 5 10| a5 3 3
Gaa (o, 1
!llrf.l-:-al'-:.uh ln-l (K10 5 Al 13 1,034 145 | 21 | 3 151 I & 28 H S| 13 -
stEICE
Radio Corpors- | 381 i) i | ] 1 wm| 1| 1 I 1 5| 8| 3 1%
tEom i
Russcll Manu- 250 L] R L] - 4 [ k] 1 Il 2 4
et ring {No.
2 Barvey)
Shell Company | 372 | 178 ss0 | = =l = 4 7 1 1
Butex a3 L 127 200 & 5| | - 3 1 Y
Total .. | 20080 =) 0e06| 20| s307| w0 (m| nf 3| sl 5l18] 0| @] 1w|wla] ==
MiscELLaxEoUS
(iood Shepherd | 138 133 i 8 21 B
Ciavent,
akbeigh | b
Todal .. I 133 133 | o 4 2 6
Fixgp CexTRES. .
Monpcapnn 1,650 1,925 3,015 173 | 2 2 203 11 5 it} 13| 8 & oh
Prabran 200 2,508 5430 | 205 05 5| 1| s2| sof. el 2:a
Williamstown .. | 2468 2,257 4,725 52 130 | o2 L] LI [ = i | =l | .. |62 H
Total .. | 7,080 6,600 I 13,77 2| 154 i w2 ; W | 1 | nl| | w]| 77| 8 Iﬂl 1 326,

SUMMARY.
A.—Miniatire Films, B—Large Films—continued,
General Surveys : 153051 Erominees X- -ruyed for First Time—
Army Establishments 2244 Miniat Fil ] i
Commnonwealth Government Eslahllshmcnl-s 7022 ];“1 gﬂﬂm nl:.:'uthuut Pn}\'mu Ill:l.bur; IH"Hﬁ
Industrial and Factory Surveys 5,507 Im) am
Miscellaneous 1355 = !
Fixed Centres : 13,770
Centeal T.B. Burean 2,309 Total . 167,399
i e s Ll 0.—Proved Active T.B.
B.—Large Films, General Surveys o 115
General Pricrons : 14,512 Army Establishments 2
Army. Establishments B8 Commonwealth Government Eu.‘tl.'hlulmantﬁ [}
Commonwealth Government Eutu'hluhmmt-u 462 i,“d:;t%:l t""d Factory Eun’eya i 115
Industrinl and Factory Burvers i T T i %5
Fixed Contres iz LiTEsS o
Central T.B. Burean 8D Total lﬁ'L "
Surveys (ther than, 1949 4,179
Cauntr_'r Hospitals and Doctors 1,218 D.—Possibly Active T.B.
T oy ey eneral Su 483
Tatal 21,631 iy Bk euu H
Total Number of Films— Cnmmnnmltl: Government Ezt:'hlmlmnt: B
Miniature Films L 184216 Industrial and F&ctnr}' ﬂuwe:ﬂ 18
Large Films 21,631 Fixed Centres a3
Total 205,847 Total .. o 043

CExTRAL T.BE. BUREAT.
Miniature Films o 2300 Lagoe Films = 50,
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BUrMMARY —canfinued,
E.—Nealed or Quieseent T.H.
General Surveys |
Army Establishments
Commonwealth Government Establishments
Industrial and Factory ﬁurwya
Fixed Centres -

Total

F.—Tolal T.0.

General Surveys |

Army Establishments

Commonwealth Government Establishments
Industrial and Faciory Fium-ya

Fixod Contres ot

Tatal

. —Clardiae Abiormalitics

General Surveys :

Army Establishments

Commonwealth Government Eﬁial:luhmrnta
Industrial and F:.cto‘ry Sun-e-_n
Miscellaneons Z

Fixed Contres

Total

H . —Plewral Abnorwalities.

General Burveys

Army Establishments ]
?ﬁmnnnmlth Government Ealuhl.l.shments
ndustrial and Factory Sur\'e'_'ra

Fixed Centres 53

Tatal

f—ihker Now-T B, Abormalstios,
General Surveys |
Contionwealth Government Establiskments
Army Establishments -
Industrial and Factory Eurwgn
Miscallaneons o
Fixed Centres

Tatal

S —Total Non-T.8B. Abuormaliries.
General Surveys 2
Army Establishments
Commonwealth Government Eﬂhbluhments
Industrial and Factory Surve_w.
Miscellaneons o
Fixed Centres

Tatal

ﬂ,-‘.uﬂ
1 1-“

1,157

1,280

3,075
21
167
&6

fi
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T.B. ABNORMALITIES BY SEX AND AGE.GROUE,

A —Proven axn Possiery Acrive T.E.

{Expressod in ntage of Proved and Possibly Active T.B

T.B. AnSoLALITIES BY SEX asmn Aok Georrs—eostinued.

B, —HesLen on (riescesr T.R.

{Exprossed in porcentage of Healed or Quisscent T.B. found durin
pericdd under review). -
Ape-Tirap. Males | Femalm, Total,
LI“ i
11-20 1:300 I 54l
2136 ER 5267
A —pin T: 505 Bl 1440
4150 13- 323 12515
B 12: &5 12751
150 T3 | gensl
il B ) o @71 | | .55
80 anad over ., i 15 i, 292
C~—Toran T.H.
lHlpﬂmd in pereontage of Total T.H. foumd during period
'undtr FOviow),
A lipoaap, Slales, Fremalm, Teaal.
[} 0 o
120 1537 1-H27 3054
213 4811 fi* 7N 11:571
1y T 1 Bil T
LI 13-215 12-241 2 i
51 =6 12- 454 112645 F3- 750
G170 7 S B 12310
Th-8d =4 2:02% 1= T 4- 640
B0 and over .. 0-121 | iie M2 1= i
A0ON T.E, ABNOEMALITIES BY SEX AND AGEGROUR.
A —Cunprac.
(Ex I in percentage of Cardiac Abnormalities found during
Fﬁmr narl.'!hw].
Age-diromp. I Males Fefnalos. Tedtal,
o ) T
18=20 1= 2965 4~ ik
213 1= 767 AEHTT e 444
TR ] =542 B ik Teldy
41-H) 47 10 Tk 18- 267
G140 727 18- 742 2R AR
fi1-70 1257 14 - 500 23847
T1-50 ' 4T 4026 - 370
B} and over . L0 1 K3y 1-778
B.—PLEURAL.
{Expressed in percentage of Flaural Abnormalities found during
pericd mnder review).
Age-Giroap, | Males, Femsbes, | Total
]
T T Ta
1120 2- 30 1- St RRECT
2] =30 R0 3- 553 12 480
B ==hin 15- 131 b 30 &40
A1-50 15+ E5(HD 1 20 24+ B
Bl-60 Lae 444 G925 20472
BL-T0 B B8 2028 10 2405
T1-50 i 2 (28 0-312 2+ T
f and over .. 0 156 I 0 154 1Lk B
=TI,

{Expressed in percentage of other Non T.B. Abanormalities foumid

foumnd during upder review). luring perisd under rnr.-:n'l_rl\- i =
Agr =temig Males, Fransles, Todal. Agr-tinsig. Misdes, Fensles Tobil
Fa T b
11-20 I&Bl E%M ﬂ?ga‘-& 11=30 2. 343 3- 125 SediEs
21-30 7713 12- 368 His (152 21-30 Grdlo 4l 13 B
E1—0 e 2k #2234 Liie 4= T4 0 250 - 502 12812
4100 12472 G338 22010 41-5 a-531 10- 154 1 =5
H1-00 AR i 857 91- 385 b1k 12- 343 12031 24° 374
151 3 i+ 887 2708 a-alg 1 =Tih 9+ 531 73l 16 _.Hrg
T1-80 s 3 RG 1-35%7 5-233 71-50 . 4 M2 E-H_I} | LT
&0 and over .. i i A0 and aver .. = =156 | [
|

—_—
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INTRODUCTION,

When the Infant Welfure Divigion of the Department
of Health was set up in 1926 the main oljective was to
save infant life, Tor in that year Vietoria lost G0-6 per
1,6} Births.

The extent to which this original purpsse ez beon
accomplished is revealed in the vital statistios giving the
infantile mortality rate of 21-89 per 1K live births for
MY, This figure is the lowest recorded for this State
and is the lowest published in the world.

l Our efforts must obvionsly be increased to assure further
i reduction in the future and these efforis may he served
well by the present Division.

Following the establishment of the Maternal and Child
Hygiene Branch of the Department of Health under the
H.I.IJ.I‘L'E:I[ Health Act in 1843, this Division was onganized
into  three sections—Pre-natal, Infant and Pre-school
Waelfare.

The aim of the Division has been to increase health
teaching thereby furthering adequate pre-natal care and
instruction and raising the standard of mental and phvsical
health of infants amd children in the widest possible

} finld.
y The necessity for eo-ondinating the services ministering
r to the needs of the child at the one lovel was fully realized
il by the late Dir. Vera Scantlebury Brown, Director of this
Dhiviston from ite inception until her death in 1945, She
fully l._ppmia.mi and planned for suecessiul work by the
co-ardination of these three sections nnder one Department.
Her wisdom and foresighs in putting this Division on its
resent basiz conmot be doubeed anld there are many
indications that the community genemlly iz beooming
inereasingly aware of this wise and sonnd planning.

The child must not only possess sound physigue bt
alin good mental, emotional and  social adjustment,
therefore the years from O to 6 are reganded as one span
of development and it is absolutely essontinl that continuity
is maintained throughout from pre-natal to the ond of
pre-school age.

Centres =ot up
as Baby Health or Infant Welfare Centres and the majony
of mothers siill think that attendanee dunng the first
twelve months of the child's life iz all that is reqguired.
There has been o tendency to remove the baly out of his
natural setting instead of eonsidering hime o part or unit
of the whole famuly pattern in correct pelationship to
other members of the family. Now we huave reached the
ptage of accepting the right relationship and in viewing
it accurately, we may plan to cope with behaviour problems
which arise in the toddler stage.

The necessity for care of the child commencing in the
re-natal period &till needs to be emphasized and this
ﬁapaﬂ containg evidence of action in this respect in the
Pre-natal Section,
I ition of all these lacks has prompted mombors
I of the Infant Welfare Beotion of the College of Nursing
I to press for a revision of the Infant Welfare Course by
the Nurses Boanl. A wider training ineluding more

for health teaching have beon known
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provision for hool tenching snd opportunities for
experience in field work is asked for.

Mothereraft nurses tos lhave become more aware of
the need for experience with toddlers. One training
school which cares only for young children is arranging
for trainees to have this experience at another approved
institution and another school desires similar opportunities.

The uate courses in pre-school training at
tluﬁlmﬁ;ﬁm College, Kew, have undoubtedly

i stimulus for forther training, and an added
impetus has been given by the return from overseas of
od;nwlm have scen the advantages of a wider service.

_2:-

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF MATERNAL, INFANT AND PRE-SCHOOL
WELFARE, 1949 50.

IEE'Hﬂiﬂ- llﬁl“i[‘-ipﬂ“til!.-. have :|]'||'mi||1,m] ux'peri.mlml
Kindergarteners to organize pre-schosl services.  These
officers, known as pre-school Chill Development Offiecrs,
have demonstrated convincingly the additional serviee
that ean be given to toddlers by traimed  Pre-school
teachers at Infant Welfare Contres, conplementing that
provided by the Infant Welfare Sister,

This year Miss Beth Stubhs, who holds this position at
Hew, was chosen as the Vera Scantlebury Brown Scholar.
Miss Stubbs has loft for Ameriea where she will take a
course at Columbia University and also specialize in infant
and parent work at the Merrll Palmer School at Detroit.
She has been awarded a student assistantship in the infant
laboratory for the academic vear, her intersst in this age
group having been stimulated by her exporience at Kew.

From this it will be seen that the activities of the
Department dovetail together and officers of the various
sections are very conscious of the necessity for providing
a unified service and the impossibility of removing any
section from the division and still providing o mnlplch}
programine of child care,

Pre-Natal Tnstruchion.

Dur officers give short talks to mothers attending
Ante-Natal Climes.  This affords an  opportunity for
much preventive tesching, not only with the present
preguancy, but. with the many  reloted '[,lro'l;llrma. that
Arise,

It is desicable that such teaching should be further
extended, and I sugpest that a * pilot post-natal clinie "'
be established in an industrin] srea.  Such a clinie wonlbd
givee the Department first-hand knowledge of the problems
which eonfront the mother following her veturmn from
Iu:lsi:'rta.l. Not the least of these problems is the
mamtenance of lactation.

Breast Feeding Survey,

Breast feeding figures for the State are atill decreasing.
A breast foeding survey was nndertaken by the Depart-
mant with the co-operation of the Hospitals aml Charities
Commission.

This survey was plannsd to discover whether the giving
of complementary feeding to infants during the first fow
davs of life predisposes to complete artificial foedin
before the normal weaning age. From the dota nbtm'naﬁ
it coubd not be concluded that the giving of complements
at an carly age contriluted to early weaning. At least
fill por cent, of hahies weaned by the age of three months
were stated to have received no complements by the time
they woere discharged.

The following were some of the reasons given for early
Weaning :—

Hoalth—2887 No.
Mother's health T4
Abnormal labour .. a
Condition of nipples 7
Health of haby *H

Tatal . E

Mother's Aftitude—259)

Unwilling to feed .o 1M
History of artificial feeding .. 50
Total 151

Bocial Condition—3%,

Adoption : 12
Excess work - el o
Taotal 14

It is likely that a multiplicity of canses is active in &
great number of cases,






Tanie 2—Nuvuner axp PereExTAcE oF DEATOHS Deaths Under One Manth.
Due 1o DiFFenest Cavses vxper Oxe Mosxto

—_— Ka, il‘-r?rmlnuu.

i =

Ephlemie, endemic and infeetions . . o Nil Nil

Branchitis, broncho- pooumonia and pnenmonia a5 5.,

Dinrrhosal disenses v i e | oLm = / o

Malformations . i o i a7 i 12.71 ey e
| == BHONCHIT I,

Congenital debiliey o T | 1B | L BTNl P

Promaturity i e s P - 4354

Injury at birth .. o i | 120 | 18.01

Basly infancy .. oh 3 | B 14.0638

Other diseases .. i o 5 17 | 23

Vinkonoa v u . . 7 Ir 0.5

Tanie J—Nuumsgr axp PRRCEXTAGE oF DEATHS
Due To Dhererext Cavses vxper Oxe Yeam.

— Ha, Poreenlags.
Epidemic, endemic and infections , . = 24 2
Bromehitis, broncho-pasumonia and poeamondia | 110 L1, Gl
Ininrrhoeal diseases e o e a3 3,23
Malformations .. e i i | 15% 15 Ak
Cangenital delbility £ S e 18 | 1.75
Frematurity .. i i o | 33,04
Injury at birth .. .. y | m | azm
Early infancy .. ‘e h L 113 | 1m
Dther diseases E T2 702
Viodenee - . an wa | 1 | 1 .55
TapLe 4.—PERCERTAGE: oF DEiTHE: DUE To PrE-saTan axp Natan Cauvses.
Umdér Ona Month. Uneler Ome Year.
Ko, Percentage, Ku, Pereentage,
A —Pre-Nadal and Nudal.

Malformations 2 ri. e uy 12-71 155 15-40
Pmmtu'ril.};k I.. By i E ¥4 &5 e i H=t 4364 | ED a3-
Congenital debility 5s i s @ wa aw aa 3 L=Tih = Eth=b | I8 1=T6 »73:-97
Injury at birth .. . an o v . an 120 1651 [E] 1277 2
Enrly infancy .. .- ‘e . . . . 112 1468 13 11-01

B.—thther than Pre-Natal ond Natal,
Epidemic, endemic, amd infections. , A e =i 45 Nil | Nil 7 " 4 ! 234
Bronchitis, broncho.pneumonia, aned preumonia 4 e =5 45 | -1 115 11 -
IHarrhoeal disonses % o % 47 i o m | 131 :10-36 | 3 322 0603
Other diseases .. s = 710 s s i 1% 2:23 | 72 T2

, = i 2 ) o | T f -k [ .85
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A study of premature babies in Queen Vietoria Haospital,
Women's Hospital and a number of Metropolitan and

Country Hospitals reveals the following figures in regard
to infantile mortality :—

Tanie 8. —Peesmarvrity—Ixcinexce axp Momraviry 1x Orrv a¥p Coustry Hospreais.

i
Years, Todal Deeliveries, | Presautiise Births, Theai ]JL‘:'-'I!'F_!‘:.H'%_
1] 1 1
The "'muf.".r Hulp;'lﬂf.
s, i) 5 o a REIN | k! | [ 303
G i % 5 i 4,050 | 164 i ' 3506
£ o e ‘e o T WHE H1E | 7k | b
s .. = Er % - 5241 | 28 ' 72 | 552
{110 1 R i o £ 5 LT | BHR 5l i 13-
ipueen Fictoria Hospital.
s .. e s e - (L] i i 2] -0
(L1 = 64 - wa “a (WLl ([ 1| I18:3
T .. ‘e x5 o “m 2, 134 i) 145
([ L va in i i ¥e L TH 134 =] =i
(L1 s e i % 2535 [ 19 -7
Twelee Metropolitun Nospitals,
145 TH 171 212
(LI T | 2751
147 | sl -] 3305
Tiwentyright Conntry Nospitels,

1S 153 i 1 251
11440 27 T | 22
14T | 2y L Ll { 2403

1

These figures may be compared with figures given i Cooperation with Metropolitnn Nospitals

the British Ministry of Health report. The above hospital
records show that the mortality mie for premature infunts
varies between 11 and 39 per 100, This is contrsted
with the mortality rate among full-tern infants of 7 to 25
per 1,000,
Detailed report of the three sections of the Division,
PRE-NATAL SECTION.

Thie above tables show the necessity for extending our
pre-natal services and more particulardy the need for giving
the widest publicity to the importance of ante-natal care,
not only from the angle of medical supervision, but alse
from a of preventive teaching.

Such teaching may be given through the following
chonnels :—

1. Infant Welfare Contres (as o service complementary
to that given by patient’s own doctor).
2. Medical Adviscr,
3. Hﬂﬂ?iﬁﬂl Ante-Natal Cline.
4. Monicipal Ante-Natal Supervision Clinie by :—
edical Officer ;
Lecturing Sister.
5. Racdio Talks.
. Lateratupe,

More could be accomplished if regular radio sessions
were available to the Department.

The provision of the Pre-Natal Booklet has supplied a
great need amd pumerous requests for it are received.
At the recent Country Women's Asmsocintion Conferenes
1,000 copies were distributed.

The community is becomin more aware of the importance
of ante-natal exercises and Em value of relaxation clinics.
It is desirable that a trained physiotherapist for such
a service should be provided.  An initial clinic could
be set up in conjunction with a municipal Ante-Natal
Buporvision Clinie,

new Mediesl Supervision Clinics have heen set
up, one at Preston, the other at Coburg,  The establish-
ment of these two clinies should relieve in some measuee
the large clinic at Mortheote. At this Centre talks by
the Motheroraft Lecturing Sister, Miss Schinckel, have
been  given to the rs. These have been very
succassiul, opportunity being given io mothers for dis-
eussion of their peol

Extension of lijs serviee to provide a post-natal elinie
for mothers os a pilot service (menti earlior in the
report) is strongly advocated.

The closest eo-operation between the Department and
the staff of midwifery hospitals, medical, social workers
and clerical, has been maintained. The hospitals have
muade their reconds available to Departmental Officers
a0 that complete results of cases have been entorsd on
departmental cards. These cands are kept on s punch
card systern so  that muock valuable information s
recorded,

Dr. Jean White und Dr. Gladys Ferguson have joined
the stafl as part-time Ante-Natal Medical Officers. Dr.
Jonn Mowlan resigned owing to her appointment as full-
time Medical Officer at Janefield.

TanLg S.—ATreEspaxces oF ExrecTast MoTHERS
ror YeEar Expepn 3lst Deceueer, 194%.

(o) Metrapslitan- Wunicipal Pre-Netal Medical Supervision

(enifres,
| YT B S Nainlbwe
Name of Craire, | o of Vilta
: Faibrnrs s Canbres,
Callingwosd ., ra - - | 1 | Lt
Fairfiekd . e f- - 4 4=
Fitzra A s = v | L] L)
Hawthorm .. i e u 216 1wt
Northeoto = & - e E b LT
Pralran e T T i Jikd 2
Preston e ) e e b. ] | 3
Richmamd . Y o ek 1] 1 a0
Sandringham .. “u aa o 178 T
Houth Melbourne 2 e ‘i 247 1303
Hunshine i = i & 210 S
Total ., .| xsos 11,255

(b) Attendances of Erpectant Mothers for Pre-Naial
Hygiene ot Victorian Tnfant Welfore Ceaifres,

i 104745 | 1,
Kumbser of fnalividual ceses ik | O,se
Mumber of new cases .. 4177 ' &L7D
Total number of consultations | . 12,550 ‘ 12,975




INFANT HEALTH SECTION.

The number of Tnfent Welfare Centres on Slat Deeecmber,
194%, was 308, OF these 121 were metropolitan, 262 country,
pluz 15 Centres m mobale cirenits

hu of the LEntres o

that at Yallsurmn

w
hialt i

I during the wear was
| by the State Electricity

Commasstoni.  This Centre, [=|.- i a0 most attractive
setting, will provide both I and infant welfare
services for mothers. The Centre is stafled by two Sisters
and the | wl Clinges will be under the :-1|.E|-|':r1.'i:=i||||.
of the Vs Medical Staff. Thus Yallonen will
have o complete sorvice, pre-patal, imfant welfare, and

Ehrl.' B I‘I‘-H'I. and 1 |ql||'|'|l|d_'1|' e |II_'|| of |-.I1'|I |||'|[IJ |Ii'|_|1ll tll"
pre-natal pertsd on, will thoas be available,

In the Budget for 194950 the Government provaded
furels do aubsi Municipalities i respect of transport
costs of lofant Welfure Serviees mnonrped h_\.' the i'l."i:l'l.'i:\::illll
of vehicles in roral areas. A subsidy of 700 was approved
for the motial cost of the vehicle where mileage travilled
wis not less than 100 o weel Y -!|-||r-u'; i allownnee
of £50 per snmun and an merease in the tronsport subsidy
Wire .||:--|- .I'|-||I||'|| 'l".'m Bimsin |.|| HEE L TR ||_;|:1' In,-r]l |'_I-r
much help i the extension of the serviee and in the fuller
utilization of the Sisters time in some country districts,

LFLd

Muony Sisters have written to the Department expressing
I]II'ir [N R 18l ol ||||' POy =10 ol i CAr. IIIIH_' number
r_lf 'I.'-".'||l\.'||'- ?-IJI"-i'ii?A'II :|:|¢3 .|p||‘.'||'||'l| LE1 .-_Iilhl ]}l,'l_.l'lnhl,'l_'
was 14, but the effeets of the subsidy are not indicated in
this Te[eort A8 DZures siven are III||_'\-' to the end of the
calendar year when subsidy had been in ll'lll.'l'-iL[itlll for
leas than six In the last =ix months

et |I"‘. Hmny
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dewelopments have taken place, eg., the formation or
extension of the following circuaits :—
L. Pyrencea Circuit, providing a service for Skipton,
Linton, leanfort, Avoea, Snake Valley, Lexton,
anwd “Tallbot.

I

. Lawldon 1l.':|'|:||~_'|u' |'rJ'-.|1li|-I |.1:|||||||"|-,i|;|-r1 ],h_u:.ull:.,‘, Ingle-
woeml, Cairn Curman and Maldon.

3. Extension of Port Fmiry and Koroit Services to
the Minhomite Shire giving service for
Macarthur, Orford, Bessiebelle, and i the
Belfast Shire for Yambuk.

k. |‘:-Z'i1l.'l'|ec:ill:ll of mn'j-.-ul il: t'rfilnrﬂ;_' :|.||-.| “'-:npm'ln
Shires, to Dergholm, Lake Mundi, Steathdownie
and Tulse Hill.

& Mortlake, Mount Houwse Ciremt, with Centres at

Mortluke, Woorndoo, Dundonell, Ellerslic, Pons-
huarst, Dunkeld and Glenthompson (shortly
COMNENoIng serviee),

jr",lr_le,urhl'r ,'I.Irnl' ,\:l'f”iq'.\-_
. Sonth Barwon -.'|I'|I.I “t'“drilll." mhire i tq i Ilaillllli.hg
to give a service for Portarlington, Drysdale,
Ocean Grove, in addition to Centres established
in South Harwon Shire,

The nomber of =hires ot |.'|-||I|.'i||l|.|!i||;u_' Tan min ;i||,ru;||t.
welfare service s been conssderably reduced.

There  are I Sisters  emploved in Infant
Wellare Centres, Difficulty bhas been expenenced in
obtaining stall for country centres owing to the high cost
and lock of suitable sccommodation available. A new
award for Infant Welfare Sisters has just been determined
by the Hospital Nurses Board ond this should encourage

Bisters to take Country Centres.

TR

Yallourn Infant

Wellare Centre.
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A sketch and plan of one of the country rentres
which received o grant B goven Lelow :—
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VEHICLE SUBsipy,

Approval was given for fourteen vehicle subsidics doring
the year ended 31st December, 1544,

LITERATURE.

Leaflets and llfl'-!LH.!:LI. bookletz are distributed o all
Centres,

A bookler  Child Care h:l:lhﬂ‘il‘l.].' the old Manmnal has
been re-cditd by Die. Kelso, This shoull meet s real
need for it gives much adviee on the infant and pre-schoeol
child and contains two valuable sections by Dir. Jean
Macnamara on Posture Fundamentals, Feet amd Footwear.

Trarxineg,

The cfliciency of the nfant wellare  serviee ]ur;.;ul}'
depends on the high standard maintained by the four
Infant Welfare Traming Schools—Vietormn Baliv Health
Centres Association, Tweddle Hospital, Foundling Hospital,
sl Preshyterian Babies' Home. The subsidies to these
sthools were increased this vear.

The Government has also mode availalile to the
Victorian Daby Health Centres Association the Carlton
Home for adaptation for a  treaining  school.  When
cemodelled this building will provide for fonr premature
babiss, two delicate balnes, ten |lﬂili.1’.‘i;|“!." feul babies, and

ten breast-fod habies with their mothers. This servies
is for the benefit of mothers leaving hospital.  The Sehool
should provide aceommodation for training ten Infant
Welfare Sisters and ten Mothereraft Nurses ; provision
will also be made for one or two SRisters to take o refresher
courss, In addition, the large area of ground available
shoulil permit of further extensons.

BOIOLA RSILFS.

Fonr scholarships for each period of teaining have been
approved by the Government.  The first four were allocated
in November.

The mumber of Infunt Welfare Nursing Students tramed
per aunum during the last theee yoars is as follows :—

Kusaler ol Tralneses,
Tralning Srlu=d =

Calemdar

DEEG-87. | 18I7- 5. Yoemr

Lo,

Presbvterian Balios Home 1 I 14 12
" Tanlaren ™ !‘nlllll“lllg |‘||r-||ih|.l - Iix 1% 20 3

Tweddle Baby Hospital . 1= 17 511

Victorsan  Haby  Health  Centres
Amsneiation "]'rn.hmw el o o e 30

The total nunber of Infant Welfare Sisters registered
with the Nurses Boand, Victoris, st the 3lst Decomber,
1044, was 1,321,

MoTHERCRAFT NURSES.

“This has been a momentons yvear for in December, 1949,
the Mothereraft Nurses Registration Bill was
providing for the Registration of Mothercraft Numes with
the Department of Health, This has been songht for
some time by Mothercraft Nurses and should give then a
status in the community which the serviee they have
given wall merita.

Regulations in regand b0 traming and regstration have
been drawn up after consultation with the Matrons of
Training Schools amd the Mothereraft Nurses® Couneil.
These are now awaiting Government gozettal,

The appointment of & registrar for Mothercraft Nurses
has also been recommendded,

The Mothercraft Training Bchools continue to give a
valuable service amd a E1000 subsidy for tramang Los
been made avmlable to these schools provided conditions
regarding building, staffing, progrmme and equipment
are complisd with.

In November, o new Mothereraft Home was opened in
Mont Albert-road, Canterluey. This will be condute]
by the Grev Sisters. A new building has been ereoted
which provides for mothers, i1|fanta, and toddlers in the
most modern, way.  One wing i= devoted to tired mothers,
the centre to accommodution for habies, ineluding
prematares, and the other wing gives day and night
accommodation for toddlers.  In another portion of the
grounds a room has been converted for emergency day-
care and a toilet and kitchon conforming to requirements-
added, Vet another smaller house provides for teachmg
mothers and mothercrafi nurses the care of o small home,
This institution should provide a wonderful service for i
iz not only helping mothers in emergeney but is sctiing
out to give constructive teaching on preventive care,
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** Mountfield,"' Mother and 'Chli:l Care Centre, conducted by the ** Grn]r Sisters.”

There are now nine approved Mothercraft Training

Schools, as follows :

Nussibet of Trakssed
Trmining sehool, X

| TRI7-d3 (1]
e
Bethany Babies® Home, Geelong .. s | B | H
Foundling  Hospital, Berry-street,  East
Melbourne 15 12
51, -]l.nlb].;lulhlnnllllnk Jill-'l-]"'ll-‘ll Hh.::linll'.wlﬁmu - | 2
Methodist  Balees” Home, Copelan-street,
South Yarma .. i e o [ F I
Presbyierian Babies’ Home, 18 Canterbury-
road, Camberwell i 13
St Gabriel's Church of E’u.;ghr:ui Ih'lm-.-. 'F!-omr
Balwyn | 13 1%
Victorian Haby Health Centres' Association |
Trmining School, Swanston.strect, Carlton | i ]
Tweddle  Baly  Hospital,  Barkly-stoest,
SOTAY o E, e gt 1 12
* Moumtflehl ™', Mont Albert-road, Canterbury L] 1]
|

'I‘Jm Department of Health Examination for Mother-
craft Nurses wos inaugorated in 1930 and by the end of
December, 1949, 1,448 candidates had satisfactorily passed
this State Examination. Two such examinations have
been held annmally, 92 passed during 1944,

PrE-scAaoon MotnErcrarr Covrse.

The course for Pro-school Mothercraft Nurses held in
149 waz not fully attended but o number of applications
have been received for the conrse now being held.

Five Mothereraft Nurses received Department of Health .
Cortificates during the year 1949, bringing the total who
have received Certificates since ﬂm eonrse wis inaugurated
to B

12228 /50.—3

The catablishment of more Mothercraft Training Schools
particularly i large provincisl towns 13 urgently needed.
The course 15 pupni ir and most training schools have long
Wi I':tilm lista. There 12 a preat demand for Mothercraft
Nursea who provide a serviee for private homes, eréches,
and residential nurseries, nurseries of midwifery Im:qumlu,
and occasionally for pre-school play centres.

Attention must be given to extension of traming sohools
before any increase in créche or day nueseries can be
considersd as trained Eu_'r.-uur||||-| for such centres is in Very
short supply.

Motugrcrarr Nupses' Buerpav,

This Bureau continues to function very satisfactorily
:|]|I|_4_'|||1;h r|'||-r|- h:n':l- Iiein moime |'|1:l|:||_'l.'.- in atafl.

Az has been the case for some tame past, only a small
proportion of the requests for nases could bo met, During
the year, 1,128 cazes were booked but nurses could only
be obtnined for 320, When the Mothereraft Nurses Act
comes into effect the Department should keep in contact
with nurses more sasily.

More training schools are still needed but some slhght
BRI L i|| Ir.linll-mt :I!I.'I:I.' lse |lll-ec1|l|-' [ L L h-:—-1|h |l_l."
arranging for pre-school experience at other approved
ot res.

* Mothereraft Today ”, a new publication by Mothereraft
Nurses, i3 serving a very useful purpose. It provides
many '|||r|pr|:'| articles and kl‘-l']l:- muraes i touch with
activities of intereat to them.
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WoRE OF DEPARTMENTAL STAFF.

Bepular mspections of all Contres have been carried
ot I‘l}' the stafl. In addition a number of visita have bean
pail to coontry areas in connection with the establishment
of new Municipal Circuits. Hegular visits have also been
]'I:I.i:l:| tio lT:I':itll:lil'lﬁ H"'I‘I'Hi‘lﬁ, |:[lr]ll|-:|_'g.' Homes and ':fré"l'h(‘-:c. A
number of Couneil Meetings, Annual Meestings, and Public

Meetings have been attended, and addresses given as
required.
Detrils for the Year Ending 3lst December, 199,
surveys concerning cstaldishiment of new Centres ., 17
Tnspections,
Prospective Infant Welfare Contres 37
Metropolitan Infant Welfare Centres 178
1111u|'|lz_1.' Infant Welfare Centres 7
Trmning Schools pE i e S
Holiday Homes, Criches, &e e 44
."l]‘in".'\-\.'\-t'_i J'llll:l ].I'l'l |J]'I'.'\'iI I:Itlh!;l' I.‘l‘.‘l"ti“pa.‘ .'|."I;I
Conferences., B <6 o . 204
Mothereraft lectures in schools 167

Publications and Compilation of Records

Preparation, revision, and distribution of literature,
pamphlets, booklets and posters.

Reception and analysis of Quarterly and Annual Reports
from Pre-natal, Infant Welfare, Pre-school Centres and
Criches,

Lecturing in Schools.

One of the most valoabile services rln'r'."tﬂq’!il is that
given by the lecturing Sisters who undertake lectures in
Mothercraft i the State and Secondary Schools. Such
a service i much :|'|:-Fr'rl.1'i:|1l.'||. The girls sit for an
examination at the emd of the course and o certificate 1s
given to successful candslates. A course of lectures was
gil.'r-u ||I‘." i |:|l.']1.:|l'tI|||-||1:|] Sister at ninetosn ,"urll-rrvrlrl'!illul.
Bchools and to the semior girls at the Children's Welfare
Department, Roval Park, A Sister from the Victorian
I{.‘II:F.'.' Health Centres Associntion also leetured at 47
sohoolz in the metropolitan aren,

Sisters . country centres are encournged to pive
Motheperaft Lectures in State Schools, These lectures
R gi'ﬂ'll il 'l.'|':|rr||:u||||||-:|'., Uazlerton .|||-:k :\I:ur_l,']mrnlmhl
and 1 10, will al=o be given at Mumurkah, Colae, Swan
Hill, Tatura, Donald and Barchip,

Breast Ferpixe Axanvas.

The feedings of infants at three months of ape were
studied by Infant Welfare Inspectors, who noted the type
of feeding of 7,982 infants attending 152 Infant Welfars
Centres during the vear 194%.

These are compared with the feedings recorded on the
record cards of 31,2581 infants at six months of age attending
Infant Welfare Contres.

Ar Thres Menths of Age

Annlyms was also made of ages at which 3,203 infants
being artificinlly fid ot three months of age, wers weaned.

0-2 weeks, 1,313 infants weansd or 41 per oent.
(approximately)

24 woels, 546 infants weaned or 17 per cent.
(approximately).

-8 woeks, T42 infants weaned or 23 per cent.
{approximately).

B-13 weeks, 02 infants weaned or 19 per  cent.

-I':Li:lEn'rl:-:ir|1.:f-'|.1.'j.
This information is shown diagramatically below: —

Crarr 1.

Age of weaning of 3,208 infants being artificially fed
at three months of age compared with 188 figures:—

43
40

Percentage of Infants Weaned

i

Weelks of

8
Age
During which WEANING occurred

Ar Six Months of Age.
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BTAFF 0F DEPARTMENT.

The Director has been awarded a World Health Organiza
tion Fellowship and leaves for America and England
early in August, While she is away, Dr. Wilmot will
act as Dircctor,

Dr. A E. Wilmot has been appointed as Assistant
Director of Maternal, Infant and Pre-school Welfare, and
has commenced duaty. She has recently retumned from

and where she obtained her Di of Child Health
a t several months studying developments in Infant
and Pre-school Welfare with special attention to nutrition.

Three members of the departmental stafl have returned
frﬂ:lll-allmﬂ and their experience has been of great value
i

Miss Thelms Baker, Vera Scantlebury Brown Scholar,
had the :Esorhmit of working as a Health Visitor in
England gained considerable elinical experience,

Miss Muntz, who received a DBritish Council Dursary,
made a special study of administration.

Mizs Serpell also had experience in a residential nursery
in EnqlmTand saw something of Child-Care on the
Continent.

PRE-8CHOOL SECTION.

Peg-scnoon CENTRES.

The increase in the nmmber of Pre-school Centres,
details of which are given below, show that the community
is becoming more aware of the desimbility of this serviee,

I& 18 through these Centres that a more itive approach
to health can be made by providing Il::;mrhe :“-mum!

development of the chilid.

Numsery KIXDERGARTEXS.

Sixteen new Kindergartens were granted subsidy.  This
brought the total to 1532 Centres receiving up to £9 per
child per annum.  Fifteen Centres not  previeusly
rmﬁvins full subwidy applied for an increase in onder
to provide additional services, while only twe found it
necessary to reduce the programme. At the present
rate of subsidy, groups sponsering the Centres are finding
it imereasingly diffieult to moeintain this free serviee
without lowering their standands.  These voluntary

ps play an :i.mpurtant;ldpart in presschool work by
their continued interest and support, and deserve on-
COUTRgEMEnt.

Of the 132 subsidized units, 46 Centres are affiliated
with the Free Kindergarten Union of Vietoris, 14 with
the Preshyterian Kinde n Council, 16 with the
Church of England Council, and 15 with the Catholic
Education Office. The remaining 41 units are not affiliated
with any of the above organizations. Four Centres are
directly controlled by the Kew Munigipal Couneil, and one
by the Camberwell Municipal Council. Other Councils
are showing their interest by making sites available,
etecting buildings and contributing towands the main.
tenanee of subsidized Centres.

In addition to providing a morning programme, afternoon
gnr ups for fifteen children each session were con-
uutegr?n 47 Kindergartens on two or three days each
wioek.

Pravy CesTRES.
A further step in the cxpansion of the work was the
yment  of u.uLi.cl; through the Maternal and Child
E'rgima Branch to Pre-school Play Centres. From July
1st, 1949, nine Play Contres were subsidized up to L300
per Centre per annum.

A very special nesd is met in seattered areas and in soma
country towns throngh a Play Centre which provides a
shorter programme for a smaller group of ehildren,
Centrea have been established in the outer suburbs of
Melbourne and in Ballarat, Shire of Borwick, Shire of
Dandenong, Merhein, and Thonald,  The Shire Council has
assamed  financial responsibility  for this  Inst-named
Centre which has recently heen approved for subsidy.

URECHES AaxD DAy NURSERIES.

The decision to subsidize Criches and Day Nurseries
at the rate of £25 per capita per annum was made in
March, 1049, to be puid in retrospect from July 1st, 148,
Ten Criches and three Day Nurseries are at present
receiving this subsidy.

Regular inspections of these Centres were made during
the yenr by Departmental Officors and adviee given on
hoth infant welfare and pre-sohool problems.  The lectures
for Matrons arranged by the Department had to be
abandoned, owing to the Poliomvelitis outhreak, but
another course is commencing soon. [Difficalty s ex-
perienced in obtaining frained staff as many Créches
are housed in unsuitable buaikdings with lack of facilities
for child care. However, during the vear, much progress
has been made. The City Criche has been remaodelled
and in spite of the little space available, up-to-date
fagilities have been provided.

The City Council has also renovated and added to the
North Melbourne Créche, which will re-open shorily. A
building permit has hesn granted for the re-boilding of

the Fitzroy CUréche. Many smaller improvements have
helped considerably the work at other Centres.

The number of children attending subsidized Pre-sehool
Centres durnng 149 18 as follows -

Kindergartens . . BABT
Play Centres e e 3 SR
Créiches .. in A o S [
Day Nurseries .. o " b
Play Groups attached to Kindergartens 1,320

Bommxas,

In apite of many difficulties three pre-sohool centros
illostrating the modern trend in pre-school architecturs
have recently been completed—the Tsobel Henderson Free
Kindergarten, North Fiteroy; the Robert Cochrane
Free Kindergarten, Auburn; the combined contre, Ada
Mary a’Bockett Free Kindergarten and Vera Scantlebury
Brown Infant Welfare Centre, Fishermen's Bend. This
combined centre has been erected on a Housing Com-
mission Estate as o memorial to two of the greatesg
pioneers in Pre-school and Infant Welfare work in this
State,

Although loeal Committees aponsoring thess Centres
receive o Capital Grant of £1,000 each, the rising of the
additional money requined to finance them i3 proving
vory heavy buorden.

Plans have been approved and in some cises permits
granted to other groups, who hope to commence building
shortly. Many groups wouold like to plan Centres hut see
no possibility of raising sufficient mouey without greater
eatasde financial assistance. The DeFartlnent ia conatantly
receiving inquiries from groups o rents, Municipal
Councils, Progress Associations, and Churches regarding
the establishment of Pre-school Centres,
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Eueroexey Hovaixe Ares CenTREZ,

A Kindergarten, which provides a moming programme
and a play group on two afterncoms a week, functions
in the Eﬂi.nt Welfare Centre building at Camp Pell.  An
area at the Infant Welfare Centre at Watsonin has beon
fenced and equipment procured for a Play Contre which
will apen when staff can be obtained.

The Committee sponsoring the Day Nursery and
Kindergarten at Fawkner Park has been assisted by the
Melbourne City Council and the Public Works Department
in the extension of their service to the adjacent Emergency
Housing Area. Here an attractive Play Centre has been
estab with an enrolment of fifteen children at each
BESRI0N.
i
i

Pououveurns Ertoemie.

During this epidemic all Kindergartens were advised
g elose from the 8th September, 1849, to 21st March,
. As a result of the conference between the voluntary
organizations amd the Department the following procedure
was put into practics in most Centres :—

| la) Staff was retained so that close touch might be

" maintained with the children in their homes,

Later, children were pormitted to  attend

- Kindergarten in small groups for short periods,

This opportunity for closer contact betweon

child, parent and teacher proved a valuable
experience for every one,

b All members of Kindergarten staffs were invited
i to o serics of lectures and discussions held
TN weekly over a period of two months, These
took place at the Sonth Melbourne Town Hall
through the courtesy of the South Melbourne
Council. The programme arranged by the
Department coversd various subjects of educa-
tional, cultural, medical and topical interests
Several documentary films were also inoloded.
The suceess of this experiment was evidenced
the lorge attendance which was maintained
ughout the series. The syllabns was as

follows :—

1k October, 1949—
Poliomyeliti=—De. Brennan (Department
of Health).
Library  Services — Miss
{Librarian, South Melbourne).
B0tk Chtober, 1949—
Posture—De.  Jean
poedie Consultant).
Youth Activities— Mr. Loftus (Prosecutor,
Children's Court).
27tk October, 1949—
Sex  Education—Dr.  Margaret  Aikin
(Pro-school Medical Officer, Department

MeEenzie

Maenamara  (Ortho-

of Health).
Music for the Young Child—Mrs. Kelson
(Lecturer K.T.C.).
drd November, 1M9—
Mental ~ Health—Dr.  Alan  Stoller

(Specialist,  Psychological — Medicine,
Repatriation Dopartment).

Home of Modern Art—Mr. Amnald
Shore  (Guide  Lecturer, National
Gallery).

10k November, 1949—
ights of South  Melbourne—3Mr.
{Town Clerk).
Bookbinding and Repairs—Mrs. Camphbell
?im&iﬂgnf Library Bervices of the
iborian  Division of the Australian
Red Cross Society).
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17th November, 1949—
The Absorption of New Australinns into

the Hindergartens—Mrs, T. Helly
{Dip. Anth., Sydney).
Work with  the Older Kin rten

Child—Miss Clark (Lecturer in chargs
of Infant Teachers Training, Teachers
Traiming Collegs).

24th November, 1949—

Morning  Health  Inspection—Dr.  Hilda
Kincawd I_."ll!'lji:':l.l Ofecer  for  Child
Welfare in the City of Molbourne).

Posture Display—Dr. Jean Macnamaras
(Orthopoedic Consultant).

Waork with the (der Kindergarten Child—
Mizs Neyland (Infant Mistress, Errol-
street State School),

12t Deceander, 19459 —
Mental Health—De. MacLean
Officer, Psvchiatric Clinic).

{Medical

(o) The Criches remained open as part of an essential
service but ne new enrclments were permitted

(d) A seriea of broadeasts, through the courtesy of
B was armanged by the Department for
mothers of children who had previously attended
Kinderparten and were pow at home in com-
porative isolation. The sessions were of five
minutes duration, four days a week, In planning
the programme an effort was made to combine
both the medical and the educationnl aspects of
Pre-school care.  In all, eighteen lecturers took
part in the broadeasts, six of whom wers
medical officers, one an Infant Welfare Sister,
and ecleven Preschool Edvcational Officers.
Beripta of the talks were mode available to
the general public and requests for thesa were
received from many interested people ir:u;llnding
paronts, teachers and other people needing
guidance in planning programmes for broadeast
sosgions.  The substance of the seripts was
also published in the * Listener In" and the
new magazine * Mothercraft Today ', issued
by the Mothercraft Association.

Memcan Exdursarions.

Al children attending subsidized Kindergartens, Criches
and Day Nurseries have a periedical medical examination
and during 1949, 2089 examinations wers made, These
kindergarten children possibly represent a mora healthy
proup both physically and mentally than the very much
larger group of Preschool children who do not attend
Centres, Concern i felt at the oumber of children
exhibiting nervous manifestations which are often doe to
mismanagement or to domestic tension, possibly un-

ized, Valoable help can be given in these problems
by ﬂ- experienced kindorgartner or supervisor who may
prevent minor ills developing into major illnesses requiring
Paychintric Clinie treatment.

Other defects frequently noted are dental caries,

ture and 1||1.1iarweig{L Many  otheroise heull:'tullju;
E:-ac'hm] children  show dental caries, often in an
advanced state. Parenta are frequently not aware of
factors contributing to dental decay and the preventive
measures that can be adopted, or of the value of dental
attention for young children, Extended dental serviees
for the pre-school child are an wrgent necessity coupled
with a wider education of the community to the valuo
af sound healthy teoth and the neecssity for preservi
the first teeth. This requires both attention to diet ::;g
rogular dental supervision.

Children  with poor posture of various types are far
too common. The serviees of a physiotherapist wounld be
valuable in preventing these defects.
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The fact that in this land of plenty we still see under-
weight ehildren may seem strange. The canse of sub.
average nutrition is by no means always dietetic in origin.
Many mothers, however, remain ignorant of the essentials
of a well-balaneed diet and of the best way to budget
in order to provide it for their family. Parent education
by trained personnel along both medical and educational
lines can do much to help.

Pre-scnool Mepican Exasmixarioxs, 1948

Number of Kindergartens examined .. £ b
Number of Créches and Day Nurseries examined 8
Total number of gronps examined (141
Number of Kindergarten children examined .. 1856
Number of Créche and Day Nursery children
exanined £f “t i SR L L
Total number of children examined .. 2080
Number examined for frst time—
Kindergarten children . 1415
Criche and Dy Nursery children
Total number of children . 1,048
Numisor re-cxamined—
Kindergarten children 1 1
Créche and Day Nursery children 0
Total number of children 41

Traxi®G.

More than ever it becomes apparent that the whole
ficld of pre:school work i= hampered by the lack of tramed
personnel.  In order to help overcoms the shortage of
trained teachers the Government has granted a number
of Bcholarships for the full three-year conrse in Pre-school
Child Development st the Kindergarten Training Gnllege,
Kew. Five Scholarships were granted for 1948, ten for
1949, and for 1950 the number was further lncreased to
twenty-two.

In addition to these, other Scholarships were offered
for both the Pre-school Motherceaft and the Play Leaders
courses, These two short .courses are conducted by the
Kindergarten Training College for the Department. Two
Bcholarshipa were granted for Mothereraft Nurses and ten
for Play Leaders ; an opportunity was made for an Infant
Welfare Sister from the Department’s stalf to undertake
a short Pre-school course, The Kindergarten Training
College itself has received financial assistanee from the
Government i the form of a mnintenance subsidy of
L3000 jn 1949,

MoTueErcEA¥FT NUursEs PrE-scnool LECTURES.

Forty-nine lectures were given by Departmental Pre-
school Officers to Mothercraft norses in traiming at seven
different schools. Forty-eight condusted visits were paid
to Pre-school Contres during the course of lectures, each
trainee visiting three centres.

Movpercra¥rT TRAINING Scnools AT wiicn Pue-
s0H00L LECTURES WERE GIVEN AND
NUMBERS IX¥ ATTENDANCE.

8t. Gabriel's Babies Home 17
Methodist Babies" Home 16
Berry-street Babies' Home 14
Presbyterian Babies' Home 15
Bethany Babies” Home 7
Tweddle Bab Hml:uila.l 11
Bt. Joseph's Babies' Home L]

Tatal . 108

BTAFF.

With the additional subsidy for play centres, criches
and day nurseries, the demand on the Medical and
Educational staff has greatly increased. If more staff
wore  available a more satisfactory service could he
provided.

Pre-school officers have been made available to attend
meetings in both country districts and city arcas and to
vonfer with groups interested in the many aspects of Pre-
sehool work, Officers attended, in all, more than 125
such mectings during the vear. Bupervisory visits are
paid to all subsidized Centres and problems relating to
the particolar Contre were discussed with stall and
committes. In addition, advisory visits were paid to at
least 30 non-sobsidized Centres,  The gupdance given
by departmental officers has raised the standand of thess
Centres pnd enabled them to become eligible for subsidy,

* L

Home of the lectures arranged for short Pre-school
courses at the Kindergarten Training College were given
by departmental officers, ;

D, Gilehrist, Pre-school Medical Officer, returned from
England where she wndertook special work in nl:l.ﬁi:!
guidance, In view of the expericnce she gained, she hag
asked to be transferred to the Child Guidanee Paychiatric
Clinie, Her duties still continue to be carried on by Dr.
Brodrick and Dr, Aikin,

Miss Freda Goldenberg was
to travel overseas and Miss Clucas resigned.
Miss Eileen Secley and Miss Elizabeth Jackson were
appointed as Pre-schoo]l Edueational Adwvisers. Miss K.
E. Walker and Miss F. Emerson continme o carry out
their duties as formerly.

EXPENDITURE. A

Tape 12 —GoversMEXT Exrexprrure ox MATERNAL,
IxraxT, axp PrE-scHooL WELFARE PAID THROUGH
g MatEnxal axp Conp HyoExE BraxcH oF
THE DeEraprvext oF Heaiurm, Vieromia, 1948-4%9,

Halaries— £ £
Medical and Administrative <o 3,200
Infant Welfure and Pre-school Staff .. 10,573
Clerigal Assistance 4,800
18,377
Subsidies, &e.— .
To Municipalities, &c., townrds Infant
Welfare Centres, Home Help
Schemes, &e, .. o .. 38441
To Infant Welfare and Mothercraft
Training Schools - e 7000
Towards Cost of maintaining Kinder-
gartens and Pre-school Centres .. 46,814
To Kindergarten Training College .. 3,000
Towards Cost of maintaining Créches
and Day Nursories o -« 11,681
Rail Passes to Infant Welfare Nurses 881
Towards Cost of Free Distribution of
Milk to Kindergartens, Créches, &e. 1,500
Expenses in connexion with Pre-school
holarships .. - .. 1346
Towands Capital Expenditure on Fre-
natal, Infant Welfare and Pre-school
Centres T070
118,233
Contingencies—
Offier Expenses .. 3,665
Travelling Allowances 1,786
Expenses Mobile Circnits 1,685
7087

143,647
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RECOMMEXDATIONS,

The following recommendations are sabmitted in
regard to extension of serviees for Maternal and Child
Care :—

1. Home Helps.
Increased assistance for the establishment of Home
Help Serviees by :—
{a) Provision of hostels for those giving this serviee.
() Subsidizing the payment of officers appointed
by the Municipality to organize the service.
() The appointment of an officer with organizing
ahility to supervise the serviee.

2. Infant Welfare, Mothereraft, and Pre-school Training.

Increased traming facilities for Tnfant Welfare Sisters,
Motheroraft Hul"ﬁﬂ, and Eindn:rpﬁgmma, aa little ox-
pansion of existing services is possible nnless more trained
personnel is available,

Extension of the period of Infant Welfare training
in Vietorin. More emplasis should be placed on field
work and care of the pre-schosl child ; this may necesitate
sccommodating Sisters for this part of their eourse.

Additional Motheroraft tmaining schools, partienlarly
in the large provincial cities.

More scholarships for the pre-school training of Infant
Wellare Sisters, Mothercraft Nurses, Play Leaders, and
Nursery Kindergurtenaors.

Additional financial assistance for the Kindergarten
m College is required to cope with these extm
for training.

3. Interstate Recsprocity in Tafant Welfare.
There should be reciprocity of megistration of Infant
Welfare Bisters between the States

4. Financial Assistance for Child-Care Waork,

(@) Increased mantenance subsidics for Infunt Welfure
Contres, Kindergartens, Criches, Day Nurseries  and
Flay Centres.

(B} Increased nssistance for building for all types of
Child Care Centres, - becauss many  gronps  interested
in providing these services find the cost of establishment

erippling.

b Additional Staff.

_ The appointment of & plysiotherapist to the Division
18 nidvocated for ante-natal awd pre-school work.

Additional medieal assistance is required to meet the
inereasing demand for regular pre-school medical examing-
nations and the appointment of a further pari-time or
full-time medical officer is recommended.

CONCLUSIONS,

Althovgh standards of care for mothers, babies, and
j:h}-m:!]lmf children have improved considerably sinee the
ineeption of the Maternal and Child Hygiene Branch, it
is necessary that still more progress should be made in
this field.

There s an increasing awnrencss that we must not only
attend to the physical nesds of these mothers and children,
but alse to their cmotional and social needs, All these
factors are important and the extent to which any one
of them is neglected will reflect adversely on the effectiveness
of the work in other aspects of care.

Among these emotional amd social needs the value of
home and family ex!mrim:m to the ohild is becoming
increazingly evident. The work of Home Helpers who are
able to care for children in their cwn homes during the
absence of the mother does much to help presorve the
family unit in times of crisis. The provision of this
assistance overcomes the neoessity of breaking up the
huane for the period and so strengthens instead of weakening
the family unit,

The increasing knowledge of allisd fields of care by
Infant Welfare Sistors and Mothercraft Nurses 13 dong
much te overcome the artificial barrier created by those
who tend to regard Infant Welfare Centres as services
for habies under twelve months alone.

If the work of those engaged in all aspecta of Maternal
and Child Care 8 fo maintain its present standard and
to develop more appropriate ways of helping parents to
carg for their children's physical, social and emotional
needs, then the additional costs of these services must be
accepted by the community.

These additional costs are a result of increased main-
temance costs and increasing commitments for centres in
areas ot already served, for new types of service, and for
training institutions,

W. BARBARA MEREDITH, BA, MB, BS&,
Director of Maternal, Infant and Pre-school Welfare,
3lst July, 1950
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REPORT OF THE INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE DIVISION, JULY ist, 1949, TO
JUNE 30th, 1950.

During this year the work carried out by this Division
has continued to increase.

The following table shows the number of inspections
‘and tests carried out in to various hormful agents
ilﬂmng; the year Ist January, 1849, te 3lst December,

Harmful Agesis or Combitin of mesd. Teuts
Body Temporaturne 1 3
Dusts—

Asbestos = 13 15

Lead = 141 165

Silica s T3 4ih

Vi ble . 1ty

Organic - 15

Other Inorgand o

;g 1
Grses—

Carbon Ig;ui.h 19 18

Uj’ﬂlﬂl 15 Ve

Sulphuretied Hydrogon 4 i

ke P | d

o 4 ]
Fumes—
HIMII av 2
OROUrY b

i : 2

(b 1
Nodse 1
No Hazard . a9
lf; 1l

)

m o' A 156 125

Beonzens and other Aromatic 10 R ETH il

Aromatic Vapoars .. il Sl } { i1

Hﬁnnlll.mu; Yapours i e ig !'.!
1"“'! B m i
Chromic 25 i 7y = |.i=r g
Hydrochlorie Acid = i i 2

Ultra Violet, &e. aiz:.

ctive paints o o 1
1,528 473

In ious Teports the statistics were shown for the
E:l:ipm July to the following 30th June, but it has
decided to show the statistics referred to in an annoaal
report, for the calendar vear just preceding the date of
the report.

The statistics for the calendar year 1949 thus include
those for the half year, 1st January to 30th June, 1949,
which were included in the annual report for 1945-4%:
and thoss for the half year lst July to 3lst December,
1545,

On other than statistical matters, this report deals with
matters up to 30th June, 1950.

The matters investigated included air contamination by
siliceons dusts, asbestos dust, organic dust, lead, manganess
toxic gases—such as carbon monoxide, oxides of nitrogen,
toxic vapours ; protection against radiations ; temperature,
humidity, air movement ; agents harmiul by skin contact.

The following table shows the numbers of inspections
miel tests carried out by the inspectorial staff.

LABORATORY TESTS.

The work of the Industrial Hygiene Laboratory included
examination of samples secured by the inspectorial staff
for analysis for dust counts, &c., in connexion with
investigations of conditions at work, various tests done
in connexion with the examination of individuals in
* various industries, and investigations in connexion with
“improvement in analytical and testing methods.

The following table shows the amount of work done:—
BLOOD EXAMINATIONS.

Btippled cell counts T oy eu 04

Determination of rtio of large lymphoeytes
plus mongeytes to small I}rn:ifluﬂ:yhlm . i
Red cell counts 45
White cell connts =7 s 5 &2

Determination of mean corpuscnlar  Hasmo-
globin _ . i e b o A5
Determination of perecntage of H;mmog]nhin 22
Differential white eell counts &2
Determination of lead in wrine -7 1 |
Determination of lead in hlood e uis 12
Determination of lead in air 172
Determination of lead in water 2 = 16
Détermination of chromie acid in air o 2
Determination of hydrochloric ackd in aic .. 2
Dast counts Al
Total o 2 18E

—.

In addition to the above the Health Department Analysts
at the State Laboratories carried out 59 analyses for the
Industrial Hyvgiene Division, and the Defence Research
Laboratories, Maribyrmong, thirteen speetrographio analyses
of blood for lead.

QUCUPATIONAL DISEASES.

The follewing 15 a list of oconpational disenses re
to the Department doring the year, or fonnd as the resulé
of investigations by the Division :—

Lead poisoning .. 2 o - 39
Silieasis o : T B 17
Silicosis with Tuberculosis . . " - 3
Aabestosia - = e
Benzens potsoning e 2 (futal)
Carbon monoxide possing i 3

Dermatitis (not including mild cases referred to
under © Ramin ' bark) ..

Poisoning due to duosi of * Miva " mahogany .. 1

Infections
Abrasions, cuts, injures . . a5 s 18
BT

In addition six cases of non-imdustrial lesd posoning
were investigated, five of which were referred to in the
previous report since they oecurred prior to 30th June,
1945, The other case was that of a small child, the source
of lead not heing determined.

In addition to the eases of silicosis mentionsd above,
all of which were disabling, over 100 cases showing X-ray
abnormality consistent with silicosis or silicosis associated
with tuberculosis were revealed in the mass X-ray survey.
In these latter instances it has not yet been ible to
make detailed records of the industrial histores, nor to
nssess the degree of disability.

Nore.—In the previeus report from this Division for
st July, 18, to 30th June, 1949, it was insdvertently
omitted to include fifteen cases of poisoning by carbon
tetrachloride, one of which was fatal,
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LEAD TRADES.

Periopicar. Mepmcan Exasmisarioss.

Unier the Dangerous Trades, &e. (Medical Examination)
Itegulations, 1,800 reports of ¢un|Pu.]a.n-rj.r miedical examina-
tions were received.  These were in regand to 706 different
individuals.

The number of cases of industrial lead poisoning was
30, The majority of these eises were not of & very severe
nature, and only two required to be admitted to hospital.

In addition there were six cases of non-industrisl lead
poisoning investigated, five of thess were referred to in
the previous annual report since they oceurred prior to
30th June. Some firms have endenvoured to svord
complying with the regulations, and in one eaze an employes

has refused to be examined. Prosecutions have been
recommended in two instances—in one case an employer
and in one oase an employee.

In a number of instances it has been appropriate to
extend the time interval between examinations, and this
has been done. :

Armosrneric Leap DeETERMINATIONS.

A considerable number of determinations of the scon-
centration of lead in air has been done,

O the whole the valoes are not yet down to a satisfactory
level. Comsiderable improvement however, been
made in some works, and most are co-operating in
attempting to make the conditions satisfactory,

The fallowing table shows the at i lead oon-
centrations found in different occupations at a number
of different sconmulator factories ;—

ArvosrRERlc LeEap CONCENTRATIONS 1IN ACCUMULATOR FACTORIES.

(IrEEATIONS,

Casting dirkds, P%#TEE"F Pasting. Fiate Cwifing. | Assembling. | Groap Buraing. H‘Prl_i-l Mixing.
e Eeor N o % & ; F 3 o

AR A e

®E £ | =% | =2 | =% 2 (=¥ 2| =% g | =% 5| =% 2 | =¥ E
ey <0013, . L1} ] z ) | i) 1 ] & 25 i o4 5
0 18-0" i, . 2 13 1 14 2 11 3 ] 1 E 2 18 3 2
0= 210010 . - 13 1 14 3 1] 4 40 E a3 3 25 H] 0 1 El
0 210 60, i 1 7 2 | 20 4 | e a2 | 30 1 | s3 i | . 5 | 38
0= B1-00 K, . - 1 7 1 14 a2 11 2 0 1 1] 1 E -
0-91=1-20.. i | [l is - Vi | 5 :
1:21-240 .. 2 | W
21 40 .. - 21
41 =60 .. Hy | e

15 7 15 10 9 12 11 14

The |mnuia.uilﬂ.e concentration according to the Victorian
Regulations is 0-15 milligrams per cubic metre of air.

Some anthorities congider that o figure of 0 30 milligrams
per eubic metre is safe,

The following table shows the percentages of the values
found for the varions oconpations shown, which exeeed
the values 0-15 and 0-20 mlligrams per cubic metre,
respectively :

It will be seen that, even if the larger value be taken
as safe, the conditions revealed are mot yet satisfactory
on the whole.
_ Intensive supervision and testing will be eontinued
in an endeavour to have conditions rendered satisfactory.
The concentrations of lead in the air in certain operations
in various works other than accumulator factories are
shown in the following table : —

— Lend In Aly mgfmt.
Perrentage of Tests showing
Dt ; Casewntratlons (fresler Than, Type of Factory and Operation. T
Dctalier, dlst November, 1009,
015 mg/m®, -2 g . 1840, e
Casti fils is iy 1) Wkite Locd vk infeacdnire—
c-.mE: ;::u and links 71 57 e .. o v 260 | 33 Immediately after
Pasting % = il bitl] clearing  clogged
Plats calting ELL L1 Tes
Assembling .. - LK ";E 1'0 Two hours later
Group harning o 5
B:\Um!-:qu posts and links 46 % Filling machine A 0-25 018
Mixing o i 1041 78 General air, ground foor .. 0-25 0-53
Geoaral aif sove il oom | -2 | 0-18
Ava i 7 ] neral nir above mill room 028 K
teig g Melting pot 029 | 051
Average omitting mixieg . L] &
o e e e s e

Hince mixing is an operation which involves n very short

exposure out of the working day, the average percentage
of tests has been shown both incloding and omitting

this operation.

Ihe Casting—

Firat ca.uting machine R T
Hecond casting machine . 020
Third easting machine . 012
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The occupations in which the cases of lead poisoning
oecurred are shown in the following table :—

Lean Polzoxme.

Chocitpatbon. Nuinber of Cases
Accumulator factories o s
Manufacture of white lead. . ]
Manufacture of boad arsena 2
Motor body works &5 1
Flambing o i |
Manufacture of gas lead burmning 1
Total LSS T T

BENZENE INVESTIGATIONS.

As a result of the work of the Divizion, the conditions
in nl to benzene in the air in various occupations
have improved considerably.

A considerable number of factorics are known to have
changed over to the wse of solvents containing little or
no benzene,

In places where it iz still nsed, some improvements or
alterations in methods, the introduction of suction-exhaust
ventilation, and improved honsekeeping have resulted m
reducing the hauu[m

In some cases firms which had given up the use of
benzene in some particular provess, are, owing to the
cffects of competition, reverting to its use. This fact
emphasizes the necessity for introducing regulations for
its

Draft legislation will be submitted to the Commission
for If this iz passed by the authorities, then
a fu improvement in conditions can be effected.

Rerorr ox Taeree Dearns rroum CHpRONIC
Beszexe Poisoxisg.

Sometime about the middle of 1919, we were informed
by a public hospital that a patient of theirs was
suffering from an aplastic ansemia due to chronic benzene

inoning. He been oxposed for mamy years to
mﬂﬂ ur whilst working as a leather dresser. The
dope uzed for this work was made up with {:um benzene
as & solvent, Later in 1949, this man died and it was
recoguized that his deatl was due to benzene poisoning.

In May, 1960, our inspectors were given information
that two other people who had been employed for many
years in the same factory had died within the last fow
years. It was realized by this Division that deaths could
oceur from chronic benzene poisoning  without being
diagnosed as such. Several factors be responsible
for this: The ignerance of the employee that ke was
exposed to benzenc, his ignorance of the symptoms of
chronic benzene poisoning, and biz failure to realize that

might commence several years after he had cessed
to ba ox to benzene. In view of this, it was decided
to look er into these two cases to see if they could
have been unrecognized cases of chronic benzene poisoning.

One of these people had died in a public hospital and
it was possible for us to examine all the medical data
reluting to his illness and subsequent death in February.
19046, His death had ocenrred within s month or 20 of
leaving the factory where benzene was used.

This man had died of aplastic anaemia; but the
diagnosiz of chronic benzene poisoning had not been
This was largely because the medical people
eoncerned had not been aware of his exposure to benzene
vapour. In the light of this knowledge, the diagnosis of
death from chronie benzene poisoning could he made
fairly confidently, and on this point we received the
support both of the physician, who was in charge of the
case in the wards, and of the pathologist who performed
the post-mortem examination,

- We found that the other person had died at his home
in November, 1942, some elghteen months after leavi

the factory where benzene was used. During this pnt-;ﬁ
he had lost many weeks from work through illness, but
he earried on until about one month bofore he dicd. His
death was thought to be due to pernicions ansemia and
this diagnosis was hased on the report of a blood
exanunation made about one month hefore he died.
Actually the findings of the blood examination were more
in favour of an aplastic anaemia than a poernicious anaemia,
and the diagnosis of aplastic anaemia 1z favoured by the
fact that his condition continued to deteriorate despite
treatment for pernicions anaemis. The pathologist who
ariginally reported on the blood examination agreed that,
in light of the evidenee of exposure to benzene, the most
likely diagnosis was that of chronic benzene poisoning.

These two cnses then illustrate the insidious nature of
chronic benzene poisoning and show that it may produce
death without being suspected as the canse.

Whilst it is not contended that the conditions which
produced these cases in this factory are such as obtain
at the present time, such oceurrences cmphasize the need
for continnons supervision and control of the use of
benzene,

They indicate, further, the possibility of the occurrence
of cases of benzene poisoning in factories wherein con-
ditions may now be quite satisfactory ; but wherein there
may be employees who were subjected, at some previeus
period, to excessive benzence exposure either in the same
or in any other factory,

This applies also, of course, to work wherein thers ma
be no exposnre to benzene at all, at the time of the
development of noticeable effects,

MiscELLANEOUS |XVESTIGATIONS,
Diermatergosis Dhe to Hamin Barck,
In Januwary, 1950, an investigation was made into
complaints from members of the Waterside Workers'
Federation who wers unloading the ship Burnside,

The men complained of irritability of the skin about
the forearms, face, neck, and waist; but apart from a
little pedness thers was VErY little to be seen on the skin,

The men, themselves, were inclined to blame varions
ingecta that were to be found amongst the logs they wers
unloading. However, the source of the tronble was found
to be in the bark of the logs themselves. This bark con-
tained very fine needle-like structures, sharply pointed at
both ends and hardly visible to the naked eve. When
teased, the bark would liberate conntless numbers of these
little needles, and it was found, that if these nesdles lodged
under clothing, they could produce considerable irritation.
Apparently the friction of the clothes could mb them into
the skin. After the part had been washiéd, no further
tronble would oceur. This conourred with the story
the men gave, that the trouble would clear up guite soon
after leaving work and reappenr after starting work the
next day. We considered it to be a disagreeabls
affliction, but not a health hazard. The logs were called
Ramin logs, and the botanical name of the tree
Gonysilns.  They had been shipped from Borneo,

EFFECTS OF INHALATION OF DUST FROM
MIVE MAHOGANY.

Tuvestigaiion into Peizoning from Mive Mahoguny.—Mive
Mahogany i& & Queensland timber that has been used in
furniture manufacture.  According to the history bupEﬂicd
by several people who worked with it, inhalation of the
dust from this wod may produce a very severe and

onged inflammation of the respiratory mucoss generally.
'his was confirmed by our observation of an offieer of
the C.5.LE.0., who was badly affected after cutting sumes
of the wood with & small cireular saw,



The Division of Forest Products, C.8.1LR.0., has under-
taken the search for the metive principle m the wood
but so far they have not been suceessful.

As far as we know, this wood is not being used in
industry in Victoria at present.

LEGIELATION,

An amended schedule to  the Harmful Gases, de.,
Requlations has been gazetted, The schedule now refers
to 71 substances and ineludes dusts eonlaining free silicn.

X-ray Fluorescopy in Shoe Shops.
Henzene.

Diraft Regulations in respect to these matters have

been preparcd for submission to the Commission.

BTAFF.

The Division still has diffienlty in securing and main-
taining an adequate staff; although the establishment
providea for Ehrr.-e 3) sx:lent:l"u: officers (chemists), it has
not been able to secure more than two (2) at any one
time. Mr. Thomas is at present on leave while doing
s medieal course, 20 there 18 only one (1) chemist available,
and the whole of his time has to be given to routine
work.

It is hoped to add a filing clerk to the staff in the near
fature.

The Dnvision has been without the services of a typist
for several months.

LECTURES.

A serics of six (6) leotures on Industrial Hygiene has
been given as part of & course on Industrial Nursing held
by the Royal Vietorian College of Nursing.

Two (2} lecturea on Industrisl Hygiene were given
to & class for Tutor Bisters in & conrse held by the Eol.lt.li:e
of Nursing, Australia.

One (1) lecture on Industrial Chest Dis=ases was given
in the Post-Graduate Course of lectures armanged by the
Melbonrne Permanent Post-Graduate Commitiee,

14

Commattees. —Meotings of the following committees have
beon attended :—
Committee on Induostrisl Hygiene of the National
Health and Medical Research Council.
Foizons” Scheduls Advisory Panel of the Pharmacy
Board.
Australian  Standards  Association Committes on
Protective Clothing and Eve FProtection.
Triernational  Con o Preunioroniosis.—The
International Conference on Pneamoroniosis of the Inter-
national Labour Office, Sydney, February-March, 1950,
was attended.

Many very valuable papers were read and much nseful
discussion took place. One of the most valuable features
of such a conference was the opportunity it afforded for
personal contact and discussion with anthorities on this
subject.

The full report of the conference will be available in
due course.

RESEARCH.

Publicntions.—(1) A paper on the effects of lead on
1@1:11:&:] eells has been accepted for publication by the

teal fowrnal of Awstralia.

(2) Another paper, in two parts, on the cfects of sodium
ortrate in lend poisoning and in lead absorption, has hesn
submitted to the same journal. )

Benzene in dir.—An improved method for the detorming-
tion of bengene in air by the photoslectrie absorptionmeter
has been worked ont.

Bexzrxe,

Effects of Benzene on Blood.—A considerable amount of
work has been done on the effects of benzens on the blood
vells, from the point of view of enrly dingnosis,

In confirmation of the work of Greenbu
Goldwater, and Smith (J.LH.T. 81 (1939) p % y Ak ]I.l.l
been found that very useful information as to the early
effecta of benzene is given by determination of the mean
corpuscular haemoglobin, white cell count, and aﬂiﬁaﬂnﬁ.ﬂ]
white cell connt.

D. 0. SHIELS,
D.8e., PhD., FR.IC, FACL, MB., BS.
Medical Officer for Industrial H’jrglnm




REPORT OF THE ENGINEERING DIVISION, 1949-50.

The staff has increased to 14, with the appointment
near the end of the period covered of one engineer, who
is at present only on a temporary basis. Two additional
building inspectars ar hi? appointed uﬂ:mrtlly* which will
mmylnu the building staff at present reguired. There
is still & vacanoy for a Building Surveyor, which will not
be filled until removal of reductions on the erection of
public buildings results in increase in the nmmber of plans
and specifications to be examined,

BEWERAGE AND BEWERAGE DISPOSAL.

Preliminary reports and plans for twe proposed new
BEWE systems were examined during the period covered
by the appended table, and a larger number, ncluding both
Ereliminuy and final plans, have besn dealt with m the

rat hall of the present calendar vear. The plans of
additions included in the table are |.||ir small extensions to
the metropolitan sowerage systems.

There is still little work being done in the construction
of incial sewerage avatems. Fair pro was being
mng?::nﬂm, tan llealg:\'il the new as I‘I;". ﬁe old town,
but has greatly slowed down due to abandonment of the
contract and reversion to day labour, and some progress
in house conmections is being made at Maffra, Consequent
on the growth of the township of Tramlgon since sewer
construction was stopped in 15942, it will be necessary to
duplicate the treatment works, which were nearly fnished
in 1942, before house conmection work can be coarrimd
very far.

The gquarterly inspection of sewerage treatment works
had to be discontinued for portion of the year owing to
sho of engineering staff, but has been recommenced,

and it is hoped to be able to earry on henceforward without
interruptions. Stream pollution due to overflow from sewers
overloaded by stormwater infiltration i= still in evidence
at a few towns, but alterations are comtemplated with a
view to overcoming this.

AND DOMESTIC SEPTIC TANK

SYETEMS.

There has been a decrease in the number of plans of
institutional and domestic septic tank systems exnmined,
from 68 for the year 154549 to 49 for the calendar year
1949, but thers has been no falling off in the number of
requests for adviee and information on the design of such
systems, & number relating to group systems for housing
areas to serve sawmills and the like in country districts,
Again many of the inguirics have related to proposed
domestic septic tanks to serve dwellings in the outer
suburban areas, where the shortage of labour and materials
has resulted in a lag in the extension of sewers.

INETITUTIONAL

STEEAM POLLUTION AND DISPORAL OF TRADE
WASTE.

Field work has agam been very limmted owing to staff
alu . No active work on the abatement of pollution
of the Yarrowee by trade waste waters from Ballarat has
yet been done, but it is understood that agreement hetween
the firms concerned and the Ballarat Sewerage Anthority,
on the ion of the waste waters into the sewerage
system, i8 likely to be reached very soon.

There have been many cases where firms proposing to
establish new trades in the country under the Government
scheme for Decentralization and Devilopment have been
referred to the Chiel Engineer to sscertain the legal
restrictions on the disposal of polluted water at the
proposed site, and the practicable methods of purifying
the waste liquids to the extent necessary to enable themn
to be dise into streams or bodies of water. This
is often the factor which decides whether or not it is
practicable to cstablish the proposed trade at the suggested
gite, without detriment to a stream or creation of nuisance.

HOSPITAL® AND BENEVOLENT [INSTITUTIONS,

The principle of building separate Infections [liseases
Blocks at provineial hospitals has been abandoned for that
of providing wings for infectious cases in General Hospital
buildings, so that the wards can be used for other cases
at periods when there are few or no infections cases, and
the item * Infectious Diseases Hospitals " has therefore
been deleted from the table of plans examined. Benevolent
institutions have also been listed separately,

The number of plans of new public hospitals has
incressod markedly and that of plans of additions slightly
over those for 1943-49, the total of new and altersd
buildings having inereased from 73 to 91,

ABATTOIRR AND OFFENSIVE TRADES.

The number of plans for buildings of these classes hns
shown & decresse from 20 for 194549 to & for the calendar
year 1949, but an increase is expected next vear, following
the lifting of the Commission's ban on crection of or
addition to such buildings in the metropolis, except in the
area recommended for such trades by the Town ]E’lu.n.u:ing
Commission.

New municipal abattoirs are in the course of erection at
Castlemaine, Lbut no start has vet been made on the erection
of proposed municipal abattoirs in any other provineial
diatrict.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

In spite of Luilding restrictions, there has been an
imgrease in the number of plans examined for ersction and
alteration of public buildings from 396 in 194849 to 457
for the calendar year 1949, though most of the incresse
15 i the items Hospitals and Benevolent and other
Institutions.

The appointment of additional building inspectors has
enabled inspections to be extended, for the first time in
the Department’s history, to cover existing buildings as
well as newly-erected or altered ones, and has brought
under notice many buildings which wore in a neglected
eondition, some of them so much so that it was necessary
for the Commission to order them to be closed, as being
un&afo.

The common caunses of serious deterioration are absenee
of adequate spouting, downpipes and drains, resulting in
damage to the fonndations, and white ant attack,

Night inspections have been extended to einematograph
amd other halls in the conntry in & systematic manner,
amd have revealed wide-sprend and gross neglect of the
Regulations affecting publio safety, and logal proceedings
have been instituted in mony esses.

REGULATIONS AND LEGISLATION.

After some further delay, the Fablic Building Regulations
a8 amended are being reviewed by the Crown Solicitor,
and are expeoted to be gazetted very soon. The Pre-School
Regulations have heen almost completed in collaboration
with the Maternal and Child Hygiene Branch.

The revized Fire Prevention Regulations were gazetted
in Chetober, 1949, and the General Sanitary Regulations,
with the dmafting of which the Chief Engineer was largely
concerned, were gazetted in June, 1950,

DIAGRAMS AND PAMPHLETS.

Supplies of the septic tank folder, 1946 isaue, are almost
exhausted, and a shghtly amended version is now in the
hands of the Government Printer. The * septic closet ™
design is proving useful for use at premises which eannot
be served by normal sepiic tank systems owing to the
absence of adequate water supply, or of facilitics for
disposing of a large volume of effluent. This design has
been republished m the © Anstralian Municipal Journal,”
and also in South Australia, New Zealand and Sounth
Africa.
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BOARDE AND COMMITTEES.

The Chief Engineer is a member of the Munieipal
Building Surveyors Board, and ex officio 2 member of the
Building Regulations Committer and a Referee under the
Local Government Act. He i also acting as a member of
8 Commitbee appointed by the Standards Asseciation of
Australin to drw up standards for the disposal of house-
hold sallage water and for septic tank systems. He attended
4 meetings of the Monicipal Building Surveyors Boeard,
25 mectings of the Building Regulations Cormmittes, 11
of the Referces and 4 of the Stamdamds Assoviation
Committes during 181,

Mr. C. E. B. Waldron, M.5¢., Benior Building Surveyor,
15 Chairman of the Plumbers and Gasfitters Board, and
his report is appended.

Mr. C. Cross, whoe retived from the position of Eleotrical
Inspector in Janunry, 1950, has Been retained as the
Commission's representative  on the  Cinemstograph
Operators Board until the expiry of his period of appoint-
ment as such.

CONFERENCE OF SEWERAGE ENGINEERS AND
OFERATORS,

The Twelfth Annual Conference was held in the Board-
room of the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
on the morning of Friday, 30th September, when technical
subjecta were discussed, the attendance being up to the
usual figure. It was followed by a wvisit to the Boarnd's
treatment plant st Braeside, which was described and
examined. Thess conferences retain ther ularity,
particularly with the operators, many of whnmh'u no
other opportumty of discussing their problems with their
fellows.

Slrips of G50 of Walthoid
ewerlapping sl of juing

A

S SBEN Poe  TTRLM 3 Adricviteest
wt o without dockel  pope orken paed

The formation, when some of the mmd new
have been completed, of a body on tﬁu of tham
Institute of Sewerage Purification, to replace this Annual
Conference arranged by the Dopartment of Health, i

nnier constriction.
E. A. HEPBURN, B.CE., AM.ILCE.
Chief Engineer.

ENGIXEERING BRAXCH.
Praxs Examixgn,

Class of Toeikding, M"Hﬁ‘l'_"_ “mm Tokal,
Theatres 1 14
Picture Theatres i oM by
Diance Halls < B 2 ] 11
Public Halls, Chiugoles, Sunday 1

Erhools .. i o 44 ] L R
Day Schools i o 15 66 81
Pri-Hobool and Infant Welinre

Contesa .. £ i a1l I W
FPublic Hospitals .. i 1 ¥a al
Benovolont, Babies” and (hbe

Institutions o b k1] = a1
Cther Public Bui‘l-linp_ = W - | 12
Total Poblic Buillings T 131 A% 457
Privato Hospitals . = 1= ] 3
(fFonsive Trodes Premises | 3 14 15

Total Bubldings o 152 ans Y
Fublic Hewerage Systems o = 1]
Boptio Tank Systems Eil ia 40
Taotal Plans Examiged 20 421 620
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IxsrEcTIONS, Night Inspections,
. Day Inspections. Enforcement of Regalations B, . 1,316
n.‘:Idu;g Inspections . . <o 410 Collestion of Air Samples W Tl o 7
nical Ventilation fi_rmm - 16 -
Offensive Trade Premises fl B aq Total Inspections . 4,588
Beptic Tank Swstems _, i eE 37
Factory Drainage Disposal S:.'w.-mu. i A i
Public Sewerage Systems e 4 i i6
Srecial TecAxIoAL IxsrRcTions.
By J. F. MeDonmell, st Janwary, 1949, o 3lat December, 1949,
Imte. st Fhet. Mabter Tavestbgated, Vhnlee,
G449 Gireenvale Sanntorium Sewage Treatmont Works  re | Complaints i fod and details of
offensive conditions | I;mmmn lant |1|..|||.r11r~rur|m given to T.B.
nel
18.5.49 Geslong .. Federal Mills Waste Treatment Plant | Advics II-{II_‘E'..“M to Thos. Borthwick, Portland.
effect of discharge on bay where similar discharge to ocean
G & 15.6.40 Mirboo Narth Propossd water supply Main supply satisfactory. Stand.-by supply to be
chborinated
25748 Rushwarth Dﬂhhm'p pit latrines re offonsive con. | Becommendation to provide ndequate ventilntion
TS
25.7.49 Rushwarth Pra nightsoil damping into oll mine | Proposal approved
#M“-h PP
10,849 Archio's Creek and | Pro discharge of milk waste to | Proposal not approved
Wonthaggl ‘owleit River
18, 10,49 Ararat Menial Hospital sewage eifluent re possible | Proposal by Shire Enginoor to profect water s
pdlul.imﬁf Ammit water supply mmi‘tm{l nlid’nrﬁ;r_v.u e PRy
11.11.49 Frankstan Sullage drainage from Honging Commission | Experiment to albevinte conditions proposed by
Eatati AT

REPORT OF PLUMBERS AND GASFITTERS BOARD
FOR 19%49-50.

The Board held four mectings,

The Board now has an inspector and as a consequence
the number of ns applying for registration has shown
o considerable increase over that of recent years.

The Department of Health pavs half the salary of the
Inspector and the Board the other lalf and his travelling
m]pum Thu outgoing at approximately 400 per year

v take up the existing assets of the Boand
in lhun.l- t-m'} ;,reua and in the absence of the long awaited
amendment to the Health Act which would permit the Boand
to increase annual fees for renewal of registrations from
5. fd. to 108, it will then be necessary to request the
Department of Health to assume full responsibility for
the payment of the inspector, The Board considers it
edvantageous that the inspector be a permanent publie
servant,

Other amendments to the Health Act necessary to

llm n the of the Board in taking legal action

Fh m& of the existing re;nlaf:mn and

I'u i'l.ull-;;lI wml:mnuhjp by employer or employes, are
also awaited.

No examinations were conducted by the Boand during
thiz year. It is pecorded that 70 per cent. of those reguied
by the Boand to subimit themselves for cxemination, show
very little trade skill, which proves its wisdom in requiring
doubtful cazes to be examined.

The number of names in the register at Soth June, 1950,
was 34080, Three hundreed and ninety-three applications
for registration or reclassification were dealt with amd
289 pames were added to the list

Income was L5687 3a. and expenditore £538 105 114,

The Registrar, Mr. F. Vine, has received. clerieal
assistance over the very busy period of the vear,

Mr. H. J. Cobain resigned as inspector in November,
1849 to take up a position with the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works.

Mr. G. J. Dean was appointed to the vacaney and
commenced duty on April Sed, 1950,

The Board is appreciative of the services rendered by
both gentlemen.

Twelve days’ time has been spent by me in the several
duties of the Board.

. E. B. WALDRON, M.Be.,
Chairman.

————
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REPORT OF VENEREAL DISEASES DIVISION FOR YEAR ENDING 30th JUNE, 1950,

1. STATISTICS AND COMMENT THEREOQN.

(The Statistics rolating to State Wide incidence are
for Calendar years and, for the sake of uniformity. Clinic
figures are given for the same period.)

The table below shows the reported incidence of
gonorrhoea and acquired svphilis in Victoria for the vear
188 compared with the previons year. Soft zore and
congenital syphilis are infrequent and are not considered.

Himmeerhipra. Aypshilis
Mile. Femak:. Malks. | Frinale.
1648 1,503 16 250 kL
1040 Bl s | s | 51
1
Remarks Fall of 567 | Fall of 11 Riso of 2 | Fall of 30

It iz particularly difficult at the present fime to come
to o satisfactory conclusion based on the ahove figures.  The
ever extending use of penicillin and the sulpha dmgs for
treating non-venereal conditions must undoubiedly have
some modifying effect on colncklent gonorrhoes.  Some
infections are undoubtedly aborted or cured. Others are
rendered so mild that the patient has no reason bo seck
medical adviee. It is impossible at present to forecnst
whether this state of affairs will lead to a real redoetion
of the gonorrhoea incidence or produce * dmg fust "
sirains of gonecocel which will tend to cause sub-gente
anid chronie forms of the disease. To a less extent penicillin
can b expected to modifly the olinical picture in sy philis,
The position requires the wbmost vigilanee on the part
of moedical practitioners. A note of warning on this matter
has already been sounded in a previous issue of the Health
Bulletin.

A detailed table of Reported Venereal Discase for 1949
is given at the end of this report. Stwdy of it reveals that
by far the greater number of infoctons oeccur in the
Metropolitan Area and that pearly half the cases arc
treated at the Government Clinie,

2, GOVERNMENT CLIXNIC
(o) Mare Brcmiox.
During 1949, 2110 patients were accepted for imvesti-
tion and/or treatment. These were classified s

ollows =—
Gonorrhoa o e 472
Non-Gonorrhoesal Urethritia 305
Byphilia—

Primary il i i “ 44
Secondary - o
Tertiary and Latent ok T
Syphilis with other Yenereal Conditions ]
115
Boft Hore 4 e b
P‘:ﬂp{lﬂ. Viza Examinations e =he a4

Non-Venereal Conditions and * Nothing Ab-
normal Detected ™ L - - L
2,110

In addition to oral and loeal therapy T008 injections
were given, intravensus arsenic, bhismuth (as Euobyl) and
pt'nilr.'illin intramuzcnlarly making up the bolk of the
tatal.

It will he observed that Non-Gonorrhoeal Urethritis
is more prevalent than Gonorrhoea.  The majority of
cases coming under this heading are doe to an as yei
undisooversd couse.  Although this condition i= not legally
n venereal disease, from the medical viewpoint it s Its

frequency and persistence eanse much seeis] smbarrassment,
To enable research work on this important matter to be
undertaken, application was made for 2 microscope capable
of revealing more detail than that required for routine
work and also o et of * Phase Contmst " accessories to
facilitate the examination of unstained smears. This
request received Ministerial approval and, although all
the apparatus suthorised hos not yet arrved in Australia,
some promising preliminary work has beon done.

During the year the addition of another full time medical
officer to the stafl also received Ministerial sanction. It
is the pressnce of this additional medical officer that has
refidered the undertaking of research wark poasilile.

In March, 1950, the gquestion of providing better
facilities for treating Venereal Disease in the growing
seaport of Geelong was investigated, A scheme was
evalved wherchy the Department of Health would }

a silaried part time medical officer, and all the aquipment
and treatment agents needed, The Kitchener 1!1!1]1011.1
Hospital would provide quarters, fumniture and certain
other services, This scheme received Ministerial a

and the Clinic became available to patients on 24th June,
1950, It will be administered entirely as a branch of the
Government Clinie, Melbowrne.

Attendances at the Prophylactic Centre average 631 per
month, The highest figure reached was 770 in gocnmg:,
1949, A considerable number of the men seeking prophylaxis
are “ regulars.” It ia not possible to say on what
proportion of cases prophylaxis prevents infection but it
can be definitely stated that men who get prompt prophy-
laxis at the Clinie Centre very rarely require treatment
for disease. In the few onses requiring trestment after
prophylaxis, careful inquiry usoally reveals an exposure
to mfection within the ineubation period of the disease
in question, in which prophylaxis was omitted or sought
toa late.

During the year emded 30th June, 1950, the staff of the
male elinic has been stren by the transfer to it
of one member of the Prophylactic Centre staffl and by the
advent of o male State stered Nurse appointed to fill
a vacancy caused by the previous holder leaving the service,
Addel to the existing high grade personmel this has
produced o team of keen and efficient workers and rendered
possible the introduction of improvements in technigue.
Arrangoments are in hand to put these into operation and
thiy will be commenced as the necessary apparatus hecomes
nvnilalbls.

The Prophylactic Centre was fortunate in securing the
pervices of a man with long cxperience of venereal
prophylaxis, gained in a metropolitan hospital, to fill the,
md:;:nc}' cansed by the transfer of o member to the Clinie
stafl.

(6} Fesave BrcTion.
Dwuring 1949, 340 patients reported to the Clinie.  After
investigation had been completed, these were classified as

follows :—

Gionorrhoea P e i i 38
Gonorrhoea and Syphilis .. o < il
Syphilis o i v % e
Cervicitis £ e e 3 17
Blood Examinations for Passport Visas - B

Orther conditions and Patients found fres from
Diseaze e i a4 R 1
HO

(The treatment of female patients is much more time
consuming than in males. [t is estimated that d.ulinE
with the aliove listed cases took as many “ staff hours
as dealing with 750 males.)
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REPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT CHEMIST FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30th JUNE, 1950.

STAFF.
The staff was oncrossed during the wear by the
appointment of an additional gualified cliemist in connexion

with the analysis of foods, and of o partly truined assistant
to the medizo-legal section.

GENERAL.

The number and tvpe of samples submitted during the
past twelve months are shown in the accompanying table,
which also indicates the number of samples found 1o be
adulterated © in most cases the adolteration was in the
form of npon-compliones with = preseribed  standand,
Sam| are  submitted mamly by departmental and
municipal inspectors, although a considerable number of
milks are analysed for the Department of Agrieultore.

The total number of samples analyvsed shows an inerease
over the previous year, wilui!(- the proportion of aduolterated
samples (4 per eent ) is slightly lower. The bulk of the
ndulterated samples wos ment  products with  exeoss
preservative amnd milks below standard.  While the milk
samples snbmitted do not represent an adequate cross
section of the milk sapply of the Btate, they do represent
fairly acourately the general mn of milk in certain large
gubmrbs and country  municipalities. 1t 18 of interest
that the percentage not complying with the preseribed
standard iz only 19,

EFFLUENTS.

The measure of the effiginey of countey sewage works
it hased largely on analyvses of effluents taken . varous
stages of the process and at the point of discharge, The
number of such efffuent samples submitted by the Chief
Engineer iz ten times greater than that submitied last
Feat.

INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE.

A part of the chemical work required by the Medical
Officer of Industrial Hygiens s carried ot in these
laboratories, the samples. submitted ineluding paints for
lewed, solvents for toxwe constituents and dusts and rocks
for silica.

MISCELLANEOUS SAMPLES.

A product, sold as a meat softener made (rom paw-paw,
contained o protecclastic enzvme capable of softening
meat fibres, It was fres from alkaline substanees foumd
in some proparations nsed for this purpose,

A comprehensive analysis was made of a number of
simples of canned fresh peas and canned provessed peas.
It was found possible to prove whether the peas were
fresh or were dried peas which had been soaked or otherwise
processed prior to canning,  The latter are o wholesome
produoct, ]:E.It ghould be so labelled as to indieate their
true nature and to prevent :m}' suggestion that they
are garden, green or f

The chorolate coating on l:u;-rtniu iypes of ice eream
is npt to mark the upholstery of seats in theatres.  Following
supgestions that this marking was due to the presence
of mineral ol in the coatings, & considerslle nomber of
samples were analysed. Mineral oil was absent from the
chocolate coatings i all samples.

A smnple of smoked fish, sold as =almon, had all the

ruul .dﬁg"‘n“ of shark meat, Analysis, however,

ith that of Australisn salmon and bore
no rﬂeml.rhm i that of shark.

MEDICO-LEGAL WORK,

Exhibita submitted to the Medico-legal Chemist were
concerne] with B0 cages and show o marked increass
over list vear; in many coses, more than one exhibit
was involved. These oxhibits are submitted mainly by

the coroner and the police and cover a wide rouge of
forensic EIJ.E]lliitr!,'. Tlﬂ.lvri.uq.r_v s:pe-l:inimm. {lﬂ'ﬂ WO
submitted by the Department of Agriculture in connexion
with the deaths of stock,

BAMPLES  BupsiTrEn By (A}  Muxwarar  Hesure
Ixsrecronrs, axp (B) Tagex vy THE DEPARTMEXTAL

OFFICERS, ETU., AND ANALYSED AT THE [MEFART-
MEXT'S Lasoratory vor TnE Periop TweLve
Moxtus Expep 30re Juxe, 19540,
A I
p—_ Sumber | BRI | gy | Adultersied
Submitted, | 0 I Subniiied, | O S
Baking Powder .. )
Bicarbonate of Hoida 3
Bread i 7
Battor . 17 1 |
Cake, %o = * |
Coreals, (lrains, &e, 1l
Cheese . . va b1
Cheese Cream
Sproeaal e . n I
Chutney, Frait .. 4
Cocos .. . = wa
f_l.lﬂ-l’.‘i" oo & o |
Coffec and 0 hml.m-\- L] i |
Lorlfee amad ( hlr.'l:n:rw
Essenicn &5 1 1
Confectionery . &
{'llrl.luhﬂmlhvrl.lw.
Flayvoured : I
Cordials umlm-rlqu
Fruit dwice .. |
Com Flour iy I
CUream .. E 3
Cream of Tartar .. L3
Curry Powder . 4
Custard Powder .. LU
Drinks, Summer
mnid Tems peranes L1} a
Effiuenis i 5 e Ee ]
Fizh, Smaked .. s Ve 1
Flote .. l | v
Flour, Self H-umng 4 |
Frigig, 1hrbid 1 1 A ’
Ginger, Ground . . - ik l
Honey .. s 1
Iee Uream,. los |
Blooks b a
Il.'l'rl,g Pomler e ] | =
Jam aml Consorve () 1
Jelly Crystabs . x 7 e
Laed anal Dhripeping 1 S ey
Mo, Ltnpﬁ[".. il 1t - I
Maeat, Fresh i 1 ' . |
Aloat, Manufactsred 14 1 2 58 |
Moat, Sansages .. 151 1= 5 | 2
Milk= .. e | 1ix 31 |
Ailk, Booast e ‘e 17 -
Ak, (.qmdr'nml. 1 = 2
Milk, Diwied i - Tk
Miscelluneias kLl 21
!Ilm"mur.llu{l.. I
st rea :.'pmm 1
Branch o e 1 a3
Mustard 4 B .. -
CHl, Chlive L
Pastry Mix E’
Papper . .
l-‘iclmcuu i 1 2
Zawce, Tomato .. 4
Hawoo,  Worcestor.
ahiro . P 4 e
Splees, ool .. 4 s
!il'ulnu Mixead i | -i.
ﬁl‘lﬂl‘l’lt-l, iiin L} e .
pirits, Schnapps. . o - .
e I
Vigetal L 3 A 2
v A s i ‘e - -
u.!“::'f: e i ip ve 1]
Wine .., ¥ e ¥u | &
Total Loz | a2 il i
|
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REPORTS OF DISTRICT HEALTH

CENTHAL HEALTH AREA.
{ar) Dhistrict Stafl comprised—

OFFICERS FOR YEAR 1949,

Mantoux Testing was carried ont in the schools, kinder-
gartens and pro-school centres in the following mmnici-
palities during 19449,

| D, K. Brennan, 5.H.A. Results were as follows ;
i Dr. R. Farubach, DH.0O. A = v,
Me K. ]:[ﬂ“ﬂ.n-li, 1V H.1. Municijality, No. Tralleel, | H;:..:fq...-“ | Pesrenbags,
Mr. J. Leffers, D.H.I. - | s | — T
. aorn Il 0k = b |
Mr. Tk L:r'l“: H.1. Hanalringbnm 1571 (ETH] 5
Fitzroy 3e ety | 3,0154% g 1] (gL
Mre. J. McCartney, H1. ::”"Ih::m 32 ke = i
aiilelbwrg AN [EL1] B |
{6} Number of Municipal disircts ;— Ll '_"'!' L i sl
T ) Tuital a5, 4% 133 52
Bo o 3 ;A e (N :
shrﬂuﬂ]n I i 1|:|_=w; :'L-ﬁ_',‘ ﬁur'.'&:l.’s were held i the followmmg momi-
e ' cipalities :—
40 Munledpati I Tt : | bty
(¢) Population, 1,337,178, ik (e by | e
(o} Bize of arca, 2350 aguare miles. i ] (i i =
Moorabbin .. e 2204 iz s
{#) Number of M.O.H., 45 ':r";,';“"'i"“'“" '::;'L" g ‘"‘f
itzray i ] 3 ]
= . I;Ill il [ R 3 L
(f) Number of Health Insepeiors, 65, :r:d. ey ::If-l. | 2 0
O iRl | i =
Number of groups, 4. £ !
IxrrcTiovs Disgases.
n L Ty. .0 LI | Dyegsh | Dye . [ BF | ©SM Ted Mal Ancts ! KL Pollo. ¥ i
ol R | gt Y BT e ey |l | Ml
L ™ I = I 0 a2 W 3 | M 2 u | ™ i 3 | 1 115

The following table gives o summary of the work earried

| ont hy the Inspectors on the Staff,

: | XEFRCTIONS,

| Abattoirs iy

| Bukehouses .. 26

| Boarding Houses a1

| Butchers 180
Coanpsa £ 16
Cattle Baleyards i}
Dairies i a3
Eating Houses i
Enguiries :lnvuatlgmnusl a0
Factories 5
Grocers 40

| Hotels s

| Markets 28

| Offensive Trﬁdﬂ {other ﬂmn Ahtt.tmm:l 40

; Public Bu:lﬂmgn {melud.mg Rmnuma nml ant'l:mll

i Grounds) T35

| Private Hmplmls . i o 5
Banitary (including Trade Wn.nte-a: 152
Bhops (various) : : 42
Vehicles ; 6l
Garbage Depots o7
N.&. Depots 16

Invﬂhgatm included enquiries inta —Food-wrapping

Fﬂndpumnmng, Stream  Pollution, Pest
t}untml d ght Calves for Sale, Glass Washing,

methods for Slmghtamg Cattle and Swine, Meat Brands,
Chemical Closets, Banitary Pan Manufacture and Material

Supplics.

During the year investigations in regand to quality and
labelling of various foodstuffs were made, and the fallowing
i1l'|.‘|:-.'5|‘.im.|.li||!|t m‘LInIl\!ru were taken:—Ms |.||n|| "--|.1-||J:| E"r-..-\1.1|-
lised Cherries, Cuarry Powder, Tea, Milk, Conlectionery,
Creaom, Jellies, Chocolate Spremd, Meat Pastes, Cheese,
Bread, Flowr, Cream SBubstitute, Summer Drnks, Jam,
Easenees, Patent Medicines.

Conzignments of Tinned Fish, Tés, Froit Cake and
Invalid Food considensd unfit for human consumptlion on
aceount of contaminetion or deterioration were either
seized or voluntanly destroved.

Assistance at Immunising Campaigns, Mantoux Testing
amd Health Weeks wos also given.

MEAT AREAS,

Populsiios | Fopulatkon
Municipadily, f Servesd. | Munlcijality, I'.?ll't--l. L
1 |
Box HUL .. 5,000 | Nunnwading 12 30
Brighton .. IEL'I:I'I Oakbedgh .. 18,20y
Bmnswick G8421 | Port Melboame .a | 14,50y
{'nm berweldl 85,245 | Prhman . o | R
Canlfield .. B4 500 | Preston .. ar | AB0
Colarg 5424 | Richmond. . e | D00
{dlnwhml 9754 Sanilringham o | B0
Oy | =t Rilda .. AR HiAEIG
I";lu-;p;l,- Lo 2500 | Sowth Melbourmse I U
Footscray 5,731 | Willinmstown a7 aHE
SR
Hei (part) .. 43 428"
Kaw o : Wy | Py brook 1 5,
Malvern .. AR | Daslenong so | LE000
Maelbonrne 10y | Frankston {part) .. | 11650%
Mocrablin 6,8 | Keibor .. 41
Moadinllos 15400 | Momingion 4, b
Northoote 45,000 | Mulgrave .. 4, 0HE

-

* Popubstion of Municgatity.



SEWERAGE AREAS,
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works,—

NORTH-WESTERN HEALTH AREA.
{a) Btafll—
D, . J. Famnbach, IMstrict Health Officer,
Mr. K. W. Pearce, District Health Inspector.
Miss 12, M. Cotten, Visiting Tuberculosis Nurse,

Irox Hill Heddelherg I'reston
Brighton Few Riehmond
Brunswick Malvern Sandringham
Cambeorwell Malbmarne St Kilda
Caulfielid Moorakibin Sonth Melbowrne
Coburg Mordiallos Willumstown
Collingwood Northeote
Fasendon Nunawading Broadmendows
Fitzroy Orakleigh Braybrook
Footscray Port Melbourne Keilor
Hawthaorn Prahiran Mulgrave
Dandenong Sewerage Authority Dandenong

BrrTic TANKs,

Niember i Aren, 5447,

NioHT Holl [DEPoTA.

Number i Aren, 10,

WaTER SurrLy,

."ll-i']]'lllllm‘! u||||_ }llll!rl]mlilun Br_u;lrel qlf "I.'u'u;r]:u-

Box Hill Melbourne
HBrighton Moorahbin
Branswick Mordialloe
Camberwell Northeoto
Canlfield Nunawading
Coburg hkleigh
Collingwond Port Melbowrne
Essendon Prahran
Fitzroy Preston
Footsory Richmond
Hawthorn Ringwond
Heidel birg Sandringham
Kow 8t Kilda ‘
Malvern South Melbourne

Willimmstown

Bromlmendows
Bravhroak
Iloncaster
Eltham
Ferntree Gully
Keilor
Healesville
Lilwdale
Mulgrave
Upper Yarra
Werribes
Whittlesca

State Rivers amd Water Supply Commission.

Chelaea

OrFEXSIVE TraDES.

Dandenong

Abattoirs or slaughter-houses 26
Blood albumen factories or blood- 'hmlmg ot blood-
drying works .. i
Bone boiling, hurning, grnulmg, ar mlllmg works .. i
Bone manure depots . 1
Fat extracting, melting, ar ﬁ-mle-rmg m:url:s: 152

Fellmongeries or wool seouring or wool washing works 22

Fleck shoddy or mungo factaries 16
Gilue or size faclﬂlbul o 3
Gut cleaning, seraping, drving, ncr npunnnu waorks .. 14
Knnckers' yaris A L T
Manure works .. ]
Marine stores .. %
Piggeries i
Poultry ]-r.lIIm[.r elr-anmg, oF llrtwn.;: 50
Rag picking or sorting . 11
Soap or candle works 14
Soup drying works ; Nil
Btores for ﬂlﬂ!lﬂ Iriddes, Il'l}l':ifal. Iba.irr or bones ne
Tripe boiling establishments .. i 1
Meat Emulmu: down works {bl:unun. blood, -nnl'fal] e
Fish curing o 1
Pan changing, storing d-_-]mhi 3
Night soil depots S ik
Garbage, refuse depots .. 26
Cattle sale yards 3

Total number of offensive trades .. M1

Samples taken in area.—3,321,
Samples found adulterated —217.

Samples found adulterated in which no action was  Shire of Tullaroop, Berongh of Maryborough.
Diphtherin Immunisation :—Ballarat City.

taken by Conneil,—45,

. G, T,
Mizs It Douglas, Tuberoulosia Nurse.

{f) Municipal Districts
Cities
Boroughs
Shires

{¢) Population, 164,616,
(f) Area, 14479 square miles.

Janes, Tubercalosis Officer.

(¢} Number of Medical Officers of Health, 44.

() Number of Health Inspectors, 11,
Number of groups, 7.

2l Eae

No municipality is without a Health Inspeetor sinee
the formation of the Wimmern Henlth Group dunng the

VEar,

The area has been re-arranged during the year to

conform to the regional aras grouped together by the

Central Planning Authonty,

IxFreTIONS TNSEASES.

In 19544, the following infections diseases were reported :—

IHnranr. Numbsr ol
Canes Kepogtel,

iphtheria 14
Hearket Fever .. 112
Typhoid Fever 4
Tubereulosis =5
Poliomyelitis . -
Fuerpeml Fever 1
Hyidatids= 0
Tetanus : 1
Copelnositsal “H'Ilqulu'lnli 3
Enoophalitis I.q-lh.-rw-h 2
Drymeetitory ; T
Helmimnt hinsis ..

Mularia

a’l.ll{'hlf'hﬂlllrl'lm'll'l-

INPHTHERIA MMUNIZATION.

=1l i

Imminization was carmisd out i [fteen In.uhit_'ipuliHMJ

and 2403 children were immuanized,

Imsrrier Heswtd [NsSPECTOR.
Inspections carried oot -

Abatioira
Bakehouses
Boarding Honses
Butchers' Shops
Camps

Cattle Sale Yarﬂ,n
Dairies .
Eating I[-:ruat.'-a
Inguiries
Factories
(irocers

Hotels

Markets

Offensive Trades |[||1J|:||J.4'I:i|g,r TlpB, nghtﬂo‘l] Ihpuh]

Puhlic Buildings
El.mtar]' Impet:tmm

o
\'ehﬁea

ald
)

ml
30

i

SelEEwn

-
=

uEB.-.

Mantoux Testing :—Ballarat City. Shire of ]‘lumru:i'\nnngcr

£y
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BAXITATION,
Seseerage Areas,
The |’|1|luln.'iu|g anthonties: are mow ulrﬁ!‘ntinﬁ —

Ballarat Sewerage Aunthority.
Castlemaine Sewerage Authority.
Iimboola Sewerage Authority.
Horsham Sewerage Authoerity.
Kyneton Sewernge Authority,
Murtoa Seweraze Authonty.
Nhill Bewerage Authority.
Warraoknabeal Sewerage Authority.

Areas proclomed Dt not yetl operating :—
Marvborough Sewerage Anthority.,
Stawell Sewerage Authority.

Sephin Tanks,
Number in Area, 1,557,

R. J. FARNBACH, M.B., B3, D.P'.H.
District Health Officer,

EASTERN i HEALTH AREA.

ADMINIETRATION.

Ihstriet Health Officer Dr. N. M. Dalten
Dvistrict Health Inspector Mr. J. J. Willoughby
Thstrict Tuberculosizs Nurse Sister [} Bowden

The Eastern Health Area comprises 27 Muonieipalities
with & total population of 159488 and embraces an are
of 17,146 square miles,

The area is divided inte twelve Health Groups each
employing Medical Officers of Health and o Health Inspector,
and four separate iluni,cijml'ui,cn el e-mplr:}'in;_ a Medical
Officer of Health and a Health Inspector.

IxFrcTIOUS THEEARES STATISTIOR,
The following notifications were received for the year : —

Musaler

Bierans, T

Notified.
Ihptherin .. e ik un R | az
Searbet Fever o o e 45 b1
Pulmonary T.H. ' wa i 4
Palicanyelitis H
Coreliro-spinal Hﬂul‘l.glln ]
Tphaid a
Undulant Fover I
Anchylostominsis 2
Hydatid .. I
Amoelic llj‘aehlﬂ} I
Bagillary D}w:-nlﬂ;:' i

With the exception of Poliomyelitis notifications (42)
these figures vary but little from those of the preceding
three vears,

T.B. MaxToux SuURVEVS.

Burvevs were carriel out on pre-school and =chool
children i the following Municipalities -—

Maorwell Frankston, Hastings
Traralgon Mornington
Yallourn Flinders

Approximately 10,0000 children were tested, of thess
3 per cent. were positive reactors.

TusercvLoss VIsmisG NUnRse.
Sister 1), Bowden visited tubercalosiz cases throaghout
the area and in addition assisted at Mantoux campaigss,
and subsequently followed up families of positive reactors,

Number of homes visited .. 141
Kumber of T.B. patients visited A Rl s
Number of contacta visited . . o - 7
Number of X-rays ordered . i FEe

Disreicr Heartr IssPECTOR.

In addition to routine duties Mr, Willoughby assisted
in the ormanization and conduct of  Anti-tuberenlosis
rum!niglu. Banitary  surveys were  carried  out  in
Municipalities recently incorporated in the Bastern Health
Area.

Inspections carried ont were as follows :—

Imeeeegions for Quaniers Knding,

1108 T,
Total.
Hapt, Inee, | March, | Jume,
Ahattoirs YR I | 22 | 108
Bakehomses . . L] 12 15 7 M
Boarding Houses ] [ 40 3 A
Batohers : b 12 L] 57 a5
S s E T { (1] 8 2%
Cattle Sabe ‘nln‘h 2 2 1 5
Diwiries 1 i 4 1
Eating Husses i i H T kL
Faipuisrbes el ] 6l =3 240
Faetorics e = 8 1] 1
Girneeers 3 5 4 13 24
Hatels 1 3 4 3 11
Markets 2 -4 2 e 5
CiFomsive l"l-‘wlm 13 13 i 1] a7
Private Hospitals Aot L =i i ]
Pablic Huillings d - [ L] 12 n
Hanitary .. P 27 22 T 30 144
Hhops 7 oy 13 25 20 1] Ha
Vihiclos e ' L] 5 1] 4 EL]
Tatal (121 a1 pik b 05 | 1,050
U bemnisl, Mydslid, T Talal
Tiydathl.
Meats—
Livers, Shoep 5 s 103 87
Livers, Oy £E 2 52 i
Livers, Pig .. 3 1 i
Fq'u'hqulmr Mutton mntmlnnt-ud
by d % 10 Db
Hnnuﬁclurﬂh &tv:lpmﬁng 1 1k,
Ham, decomposing .. G lb.
Assorted] Fooils—
Meals, weevil : o e 15 b,
Fresh fruit, decormposi 0 coment
Syrup flav -:-ur{ng mulu;{rmlud l.l.'l.
alirt 1 galL.
It | compy. | oS00 | Chesa, | o
Samples Taken— |
Irall:ll.lrr Ihuu,u_t- o L] =5 =0 Tk b
Water .. . 5 e = i 1
Methylated Spirit . |
Fawl Samples—
Meat 5 -] -] .
Milk 2 - | e
Choealate ] =
1t 3 1
1




MeaT Anpas.

Meat Areas exist at Sale, Morwell, Yallourn, Traraleon,
Frankston-Hastings, and Momington,

Investigations of slunghtering establishments thronghout
the Eastern Aren have been carricd ont with a view to
ensuring that all Municipalities will have meat supervision
and inspeetion.  Conferences between Departmental officers,
Central and Regional planning authorities and municipal
Lodies have been arranged in un attempt to obtain . the
miost cconomic and satisfactory solution with regard to
t.;th introduction of complete meat inspection in the

Tea.

BAXITATION,

(o) Bewerage areas exiat at Bairmsdale, Warragul, Morwell,
and Mornington. Works are partly completed at Mafira,
Traralgon, ngatha, and Yallourn,

{#) There are 23 Nightsoil Depots in the Aren and 1,598
Soptic Tanks,

(o) State Rivers and Water Supply—

Berwick  Cranbourne  Frankston
Bass Flinders Mornington

Water Trustz exist in the following places =—Crhost,
Omen, Stratford, Baimadale, Maffra, Sale, Rosedale,
Traralgon, Leongathn, Yallourn, Morwall, Mo, Trafalgar,
Warragul, Drouin, Korumburra, Foster, Toara, Yarmm,
Mirboo North, Westernport.

Wonthagg

Orrexsive Trapes.

Ahbattoirs. . 07  of which eighteen are in six
Meat Arcas

Nightzail Depots .. 33

Refuse Tips R

Misoellaneaus 112 which include Cattle Sale-
yords, Hide and Skin
Stores, Marine Yards, Fat
Rendering  and  Tripe,
Knackers' Yards, Poultry
Diressing

Total .. 2967

Foon SBuppLigs.

During the year the various Municipalities exercised the
following supervision :—

Hamples taken h v ' 249%
Number found to be adulterated .. E
Number legal action taken .. o e !

Appropriste action was taken coneerning breaches of
the Pﬁegullt:inua. (The four casex ahove were warned
by Couneil.)
NORMAN DALTON,
District Health Officer,

NORTH-EASTERN HEALTH AREA.

ADMIXISTRATION.
THstrict Health Officer, Dr. N. M. Dalton.
District Health Inspector, Mr. E. 8. A, Wing.
District Tuberculosis Nurse, Sister J, Hevey,
The North-Eastern Health Area comprizes 300 munici-

palities with a total population of 119853 and embroces
an area of 17,800 square miles.

Medicnl Officers of Health are 36 in number.  Health
Inspectors are 14 in number, and there are 8 Health

Groups.

IxrECcTIONS [HSEASE STATISTIOS.

The following notifications wers  received  for  the
Vidr :
Diphtheria - 4 . .o
Searlet Fever L e i 247
Typhoad .. A5 ; 5 R g
Pulmonary T.B. .. i r i
Poliomyeliiis i s = ve il
Amoschic Dysentery 1
Coerehro-Spinal Meningitis 4
Hltl:‘”]'.l.l.'}' Drysentery 1
Unilulant Fever 2

An outhreak of Scardet Fever at Waodonga (13 cases)
acconnts for the high figure in this disewse.

T.B. Maixmoux SURVEYS,
Surveys were carried out on pre-school wod sehiool
children in the following municipalitios ;
Mansfield Myrtleford
Alexanden Bright
Heymour Waranga
Vi
Approximately 5000 children were tested amd of these
30 per cent. were positive reactors,

TusercvLosis Vismise Nurse.
Thronghount the Area, Sister Hevey visited tuberculosis
cages and in addition assisted iu the organisation and
conduct of Mantoux campaigns and subzequently followesd

- up fumilies of positive reactors.

Numher of homes visited . . 210
Number of T.B. patients visited zr ]
Number of Contacts it
Number of X-rwys ondered 147

Insteier Heantn IsseEcToR,
During the year inspections were carmisl out by Mr.
Wing as follows :—

Abattoirs . T o i i L]
Bakehonses . - I Ly 1=
Boarding Honses .. i i it 7
Butehers ., i i o e |
Camps .. S i i s
Cotile Sale Yards .. 1 =k 2 b
Dairies .. B - i e L]
Eating Houses ‘e 0 o v 2
Factories e i £ e iy
Girocers .. 3 ; o R I
Hotels .. oL i i s L
Market= s o i L

Ofensive Trades (other than Abattoirs) A |
Private Hospital G o ST

Publie Hui!:{ingn . i - i &
Sanitary (including trade wastes) - - 1]
Bhops (various) . s o 13
Vehicles .. o -7 e - (1]
Race Cguru.l:,_ Foothall Grounds (o o S0
Enguiries and Investigntions - e 14

Foodstuffs Condenmned fif o o
Proseentions and  Hesults.—Euroa, Dirty  Slanghter
Yamls, Fineld £138.
Shepparton, Dirty Cafe, Convicted Fine held over.

Mear ArEas.
Eh:an.rtun Meat Area comprises the whole of the
Borough and part of the Shire.
Rodney Meat Area comprises a central part of Rodney
Shire including Mosroopna and Tatura.
Wangaratta Meat Aren includes the Borough and small
portions of the two wdjacent Shires,
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e SANITATION.
Existing Sewernge Areas,
Benalla
Shepparton

Wangaratin

Echunea

Proposed Sewerage Areas,
Bicchworth

(Hystem not in operation).—
“-n-cil.r]lgrl

Ko Y
K yalram Numurkah
Septie Tanks.
Nine hundred and seventy are recorded, bot others
exist in some Shires from  which information s not
avallable,

Neght Soel Depots.
Forty-five depots.

Water SvrrLies.
The following Trusts are in existencs - —
Alexandra Rutherglen

Avenel SEVIILONE

Benalla Shepparton (Shire)
Bright Shepparton {nrban)
Chiltern Tallangatta
Clolram Tatura

Corryong Tl.lllgﬂ:.

Eurom Tungamah
Glenrowan Tnderbool
Kilmore Violet. Town
H:.'u.l:lr.nill “'uhu.j.t‘ﬂttn
Longwood Warburton
Maafield Wodonga
:Ill'n'.pHIH‘II 'I-a.l:li.'l.t'ulalll.l-lh
Mooroopna Yo

Numurkah
OrrexsivE TRapes.

Abbatoars and Slaughter Houses 81
Bone boiling, burning, &e. (bonoe mill) |
Fat extracting 5
Fellmongers &e. (wool Hmurmg'll 2
Gut cleaning &e. 2
Knackers' vands 1
'|:"ij{'_',1"l“je':1 aa |
Poultry killing : i 2
Stores for Bkins, Hides &o. 25
Refuse Depots 25
Dazcerovs Trangs,
Nil.
Foon SvrrLies.
No. of samples taken 305
Number of samples found to |'.lt' mluitmtml 7
Number of legal actions taken .. i

[n the remaining twoe cases action 1= pending.

NORTHERN HEALTH

ADMINISTRATION,

Dnstrict Health Officer, Dr. E. J. Crowe.

Ihstriet Tubereulosis Officer, Dr. K. G, Kerr.

Distriet Health Inspector, Mr. E. A. Blount.

Chest Clinic Sister (Bendigo), Miss Cattran.

Chest Clinie Typiste, Miss J. Mellroy.

Visiting T.B. Nurse, Miss P. Burlinson (appointed
3/7,/60, i place of Sister Quinn, resigned).

Number of Municipal Districts.—

AREA.

Clities E . i : 24 o 2
Boroughs .. i G e g 1
Bhires e 41 e g .- 18

24

Population of Area, 138861
Size of Area, 21 819 square miles.
Medical Officers of Health, 29,

Health Inspectors.—
Alloeation of Inspectors —

4+ m Groups ;
2 in Shires from Groups in other Arceas ;
2 in Bendigo ;
1 in Mildura City ;
I in Hwan Hill Borough ;
1 in Mildura Shire.

Each municipality i= served by a Medical Officer of
Health, and Health Inspector,

IssrcTious Ihsgazgs,
Statestics for pear mdmg 3188 December, 1949,

Diphtheria e . o .. B
Searlet Fever .. o o s T s B
Typlond e 0 A i o g
Tubereulosis .. i i 5 St LT
Poliomyehtis .. L T i o DT
Diysentery i ity e o o 0
Puerperal Pever 0
Corsbrospinal T-'I-umngmn 0 0 " 2
Tetanus= b .. e 1}
Malaria ]
Jl.uchj'luutmlmnm ]

Hearlet Fever.

St draeed, —There was & typical outbreak of Scarlet
Fever in 3t Arnsud i August, 189, The outbreak was
explosive in nature and ontirely confined to 8t Arnawd.
A large number of adults was infected, the majority had

a common milk supply from an adjacent dairy.

Three members of this dairy gave positive swabs for
haemaolytic streptocorei type A, and similar organiams
were isolated from one sample of milk.  The dairy was
closed and employees with positive throat swahs isolated.

In all there were 44 definite cases of which 30 oconrred
between the 1st and Sth August. The majority of the
cases were nurssd at home and school age contacts isolated.
Though some of the cases developed complications, a
number of adults had moderately severe attacks and were
treatedd with Penicillin.  The oothreak was remarkable
for the small number of secondary cases produced.

The milk sapply from this dairy was not nrised,
conditions st the dairy were unhygienic; and the town
of 8t. Arnand and adjoming Shire did not then come under
the provisions of the Milk Supervision Act.

T.B. Maxroux Sunveys.

IR o .
Munbelgality. Html.l:h'n‘ Posdiive,
Bl Eaglehawk, =1 !hi Idsa
Q'éi'ﬁ'fl"mrgm o 220
Swan Hill Shire .. = H 1,835 20
Karang ; e o 1, 0Mp ET
Cohnna lﬂfm\u s . s TR 15
Hwan Hill H-n-.rwuqh L e 1,254 33
i
Vouuvs axp Maxroux,
Siwwarn Hill Borowgh, —Percentage positive in cach age
group tested as follows :—
0-3 years 1-32 per cent.
-6 years 0-5 per cent.
fi-8 years i i .. &-30 per cemt,
#-10 years o e .. 2-03 per cemt.
10-12 years i .. D-08 per cent.
12-14 yenrs 4-83 per cemt.
14-146 years 1-83 per cent:




G}

B.OG. VACCINATION. Coneersion Rt

i L Tmported Vaceine 81 por cent.
Likk Hospital Stafl Commonwealth Vaceine W) per eent.
i T.B. Contacts. Average Rate BT per cent.
Mass X-mrav.
X-ray Surcey.
Mnistisre Filime., Targe Filss.
Praces, Maes, Fenales, Adults, Chikdren, |
Tadals. Toials,
Adlubs, ' hk i Adalta, 1hEldrrn. Isd L.F. e Hay. Isi L.F: He Hay.
Kemng .. 1,455 06 1400 43 3354 194 02 256
Hwan Hill 2458 *37 34T T 55T A6 & a3 3 ad
Tatals ERTE 403 3,000 543 o0l | &lo E 1 | & TR
T.B, Absormalities.
|
Places. Proved Aciive. | Posslbly Asiive. I'Im"l a Terlils, A,x" T.B W A Total
Herang 4 H ol 45 42 "
Hwan Hill .. o e B 1 12 [ 74 114 1o
Tutals 1 21 14 I 156 154 252
TraveLLiza T.B. Numrse. Inspections carried out—continmed.

Bister Quinn visited the ]'imnea nI'T B. cases and contacts, Enquiries 1r|nwt|pt1mnt} 4
earried out Mantoux campai Mantoux testing of Factories .. 32
contacts, amnd armnged for the T -ray examnation of (irocers A e = o 193
cages and contacts, In addition she did the follow up work Hotels .. e ]
of Mantoux campaigning, skin tested contacts of Mantoux Offensive Trades l[:ntllur than nlmllmm] 33

itive reactors, and arranged their X-ray examinations, Publie Buildings 20
was a close liaison between Sister Quinn amd the Sanitary (including trade WI-HIH kf-‘] ]
Chest Clinie in Bendigo. Shops (various) 151

The following iz a summary of her work during the Vehicles . e 3 1

year :— Racecourse Booths i i 1 T
Number of Homes visited 312 Haindressers - - B e
Wumber of contacts visited il

Foodstuffs condemned by Council Health Inspectors :—

Iy I T.B. tal 76
Number o cases visite Haw-aad Endhite

Humber of X-rays ordercd for T.B. cases .. 18 26 tins canned Prunes

Number of X-rays ordered for T.B. contacts 1(¥ 36 tins Jans Blown and Leaking

Number of children p.n.tchhand Mantoux tested.. 267 15 tins Fish Blown

Number of children positive i o @ 1 case tomatoes Rotten

Number of sputums positive T G ol \ ; Botion

Number of sputums for examination 14 case apricots

Number of Positive Mantoux children visited .. 540 18 packets raisins fiotten

X-ray examination ordercd for Positive Mantoux fi puckets pearl barley Weewil infested
children and their contacts 200 29 hoxes of fish .. 2

446 Ih. German sauzags

Disreier Heavtn [¥sSPECTOR, 106 b, Pork sansage

Conferred with Municipal Council Executive (Hficers on
Health matters concerning their respective Municipalities,
helped in the organization and assisted in the conduct of
anti-tubercnlosis campaigns, advised and assisted Health
Inspectors throughout the Health Area, and attended to
all matters referred to him from the Head Office,

Ingpections carried out ;—

Abmitoirs, d.l.ughtm houses ., 162
Bakehouses = 126
Boarding-honses 16
Butchers .. i o 4 .. 178
Dairiss .. i =Y = e
Eating Houses .. 1 o oo 126

28 Ib, Strasboury Sausage ..

. & Unwhaolesome

100 b, Pork sausage
1 Ib. pressed ham
132 lb. corned beef
50 ib. frankettes ..
50 1b. frankfuria ..
40 dozen saveloys. .

v ]

MeAT AREAS.

Bendigo
Mildura

Fopalation Served
. 26,739

10, vy



il

.P.m;mzrd Meal dreas,—

Borough of Eaglehawk.

Township of Kangaroo Flat plus small adjoming area
of Parish of Manduorang.

Meat now sold in Borough of Eaglehawk and Kangareo
Flat is killed by Victorian Inland Meat Authority
at their Abattoirs in Strathfieldaaye Shire. Proposed
that this abatteir will contimee to serve this meat
AN,

BEWERAGE AREAS,
Enm'i'u_@,

Bendign ., Bendigo Sewernge Authonty.
Kerang Kerang Sewerage Authonty.
Mildura Mildura Bewerage 'Lutb-ml.}
Swan Hill Swan Hill Sewerage Authority.

Propused Sewerage Areas,—Charlton Sewernge Aunthority,
Septie Tanks in Area, 451.

Night Soil Prepors, 47.—In many municipalities, difficulty
is experienced from time to time with Sanitary Contractors,
anil many do not comply with the requirements of Sanitary
Hegulations.

WATER SuUrrLis.

Names of Trusts.

Flmore Wator Trust.

Inglewnnd Wator Bupply Tistrict.
Mildura Water Trust.

Heatheote Waterworks Trust,

Swan Hill Waterworks Trust.

#t. Amand Borough Waterworks Trust.

State Rivers amd Water Supply Commission supplies
water to majority of townships m Northern Area,

UrrExsive TrADESR,

Abattoirs or Slanghter-houses 16
Bone manure depots |
Fat extracting or melting or tﬂulrl'llig warks 4
Gt cles aning or gut SCFAPInG OF gut lil"ml-n OF gt

spinning works o d . I
Knackers' yards ' 1
Manure works . . 1
Marine stores .. 4
Piggaries 20
Poultry LIH.IIJ:L or rlmmug or 1Irrmlu. 4
l,mrlmgf" depots )
!\-;g]t!‘!nﬁl dl'].ll’.ll.'i 47
Cattle Saleyards 15

Foop SvrrLies.

Number of samples taken )
Number of samples H.du'ltaraled LS
Number of adulterated umpleﬂ in wlmh m;- action

was takem .. . ]

There is still & t-euu:lnru:v tq sampe fl;pc:u]:; ||n:ulumd or
manufactured ouiside the mu.nl:tptLty Though the Act
floes mot probibit this, inspectors would generally be
performing a greater serviee by sampling locally prepared
frondstuffs.

WESTERN HEALTH AREA

Disrrier Hearrn Orricer,—Dr, E. Forbes Mackenzie.
Disrrier Healrs Ixseecror.—Mr L. N, Strahle.
Corsr Cuxic Mepioan Orrcer.—Dr. 1), K, L. Seward.
Copsr Cuisie BraTer.—Miss J, Brown.

Caesy Covee Assisvaxr,—Mra, M, Austen,

TveercuLosis  Distrier  Visimixe  Sisren,—Miss
Hweeting,

Number of Municipal Districts and Type—0 cities, 3
towns, 3 boroughs, 23 shires & 3 municipalities,

During the year the town of Ararat and the Shires of
Arnrat, Kowree, and Wernibee wore jointed to the
Woeatern Health Area.

The Town of Newton and Chilwell was created a City,
likewese the Toewn of Hamilton, whilst the Boroughs of
Colac and Portland were created Towns.

Population of Health Area has increased from 169,074
in 148 to 193,784 in 1949, chiefly by the addition of the
above-mentioned additional four muonicipalities.

Size of Health Area—increased similarly from 12.766-3
aiquare miles to 16,411:55 square miles.

Medieal Officers of Health, —The 340 muﬂtw;im n
12 emploved 33 Medieal Officers of Health, have
been inereased by six, making the total now employed
G349, Beveral of these Medieal Officers of Health, however,
act for more than one Council,

Health Inspeotors.—There were e:'ghhan Health Tn-

spectors employed by the 34 municipalities in 1M8, but
dluml.g the year three Councils lost the services of such

employess and the positions are still vacant.

There are five Gronp Health Inspectors, two acting
for seven, one pari-time for three, and twe for two
mumnicipalities.

Areas without Health Inspectors.—Ararat and Colac
towns, and Warmambool Shire.

.
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Work o tae T.B. Vimxe Nuese

This work was carried ont by Sister Stenborg from
February to March, 1949, and by Sister Brown from Gth
June to 3]st Jlli:l."_ 1945,

Bister Stenborg assisted in the Geelong amd District
Anti-T.B. Campaign, when npillmimu!rl}' 10,000 Mantonx
tests wore performed.  Her follow.up work included clinies
for the relatives of Mantoux-positive reactors.

susMary oF Work [Doxe.
Numiber of houses visited 1491
Number of contacts ntervicwed 323
Number of x-ru_'!.' onders isauned 31
Number of children YVollmer tested g -]
Number of children Mantoux tested .. g B
Number of T.1. ]:|||'Ii|_~n1‘:1- visited .. o 53
Cnest CLixic, GEELOXG—ACTIVITIES 1949,
New oases applying for admission - 192
New enses for observation and treatment R i)
Re-attendanee of ||-util'.'ll.lﬂ oo 10T
Re-oxnminations of patients g i
Cases |u|.s:a|":| for sanatoris o o o 12
Cases referred to Geelong Hospatal .. S
Cases transferred to sanatoriam Pt 2
Hanatorium cases transforred to clmie .. : 5
Patients discharged after treatment .. w3
Tatients found non-tubercalous T wi e ibE
Contacts of infecting cases .. i .
Contacts examined .. i A el L2
Contacts re-examined. . e a5
Contacts found tuberculous .. S o 10
Invalid pensioners seen 174
Home visits by clinic sister 47
Prenmothorax refills . . 1340
X-ray examinations 481
Eereen exaninations .. 164
Sputum examinations. . i . )
Total attendances old and new cases oo 1,200
Evening clinic attendances 170
Coryza Vaccine injections e i FrR

DirpTueris [ususisatios, 19 Foruiusen

Toxoin.
| i T | o
Munledpality. ‘lmﬁ; “r:!;m |np'r':Tm. |hkt::ﬂ.l Irfeetions.
Partlanad Shire E{is] 4 | lo | T4l
Warrnae hool Shire 46 | ] 40 18 (5]
Cario Rhiire 08 | 14 g a0 338

Av-rreciptitaTED  Toxon,

Warmnambaol City, 1 injestion only, 15; 2 i jections,
147.

Disrrier Heavrn Ixseecror’s DuTies.

During 1949, the 1LH.L attended conferences in company
with the Distriet Health Officer, acted as Secretary to a
I;'H;uﬂl-l.'llill.riliﬂ]l comnuttes of Geelong Ihist riet :'||_I.11|Itl.|'lfll
Health Officers and Health Inspectors. He assisted in
the carrving out of skin testing campaigns and in the
l'l'i‘i'l!llill-llf"-' organization of the Geclong District Mass
Xerny Survey. He supervised amd assisted the local
Health Inspectors and conducted investigations referred
from Head Office and the District Health Officer.

In addition the following work was performed :—

I':I'H{llllli.*."- anil eonferences .. o i .3“
Camping Areas e o s S -!i
Private Hospitals e s i i
Public Buildings .. - E P | |

Banitary .. 2 AF o o 1{
Trade Premises = o .2 s

Mgar ARrEaS.

Gieslong.—8ix, composed of Cities of Geelong and Geelong
West, Town of Newtown and Chilwell, parta of the Shires
of Corie and South Barwon, and the Borough of Queenseliffe,
population 5000,

Warmambool ity aml  part  of
Warrnambool, population 12,000,

Hamilton. —City of Hamilton, population 7,000,

. E'E.-::]Iuc.—-'l'uwn and part of the Shire of Colac, population
iy =

Portland.—Town aud part of the Shie of Portland,
population 4,000

Ararat.—Ararat Meat Area, population 6000,

the Shire of

Prorozep Meat AnEas

Owing to lack of co-operation between the Shires
involved, little progress has been made in establishing
the Corangamite meat area, or in arrangements for the
construction of an abattoir at Boorcan.

NEW AREAS—BANITATION.
Geelong Waterworks and Sewerage Trost—

Dramage area embmces 9471 acres including  the
Cities of Geelong and Geelong West, the Town
af Nowtown and Chilwell, and the suburban
areas of the Shires of Corto, Sonth Barwon, and
Bellarine. Sewer outfall to Bass Strait at Bluck
Rock, about % miles from Geelong,

Warrnambeol Sewerage Authority—

Area of District—S60) aores.

Population 000, Tenements 1,97, Sewage conveyed
to the Southern Ocean.

Ararat Sewernge Authority
Population 6000, Tenements 1361,
Colac Bewerage Authonty —

Population 508K,  Tenements 1,500, Onifall Lake
Colue,

Hamilton Sewerage Authority-

Population served 5000,

Portland Hewerage Anthority -

Aren of District 426 ncres.

Population 2,400, Tenements G0, Sewage outfall to
a0, ;

Queenscliffe Sewerage Authority—

Popuolation 2,700,  Tenements G594,

maing, d&o., not vet started.
Lome Sewerage Authority—

IMetrict Proclaimed and Authonty Constituted, 1934,

Installation of maing, &e., not yet commenced.
In addition to the above the following towns have
opened negotiations for sewerage installations :—

Port  Fairy  Borough: Portarlington  aml  Ocean
Grove in Bellarine Bhire ;  Campendown and
Terang in Hampden Shire; and Torquay and

Barwon Heads in South Barwen Shire,

Tustallation of

Septic Tanks, Chermbeal Choseits, | Thiullo Pans,

1744 125 | (T ] J——

Nwur S0 DEROTS,
All except three municipalities hove established depots.

Waren Svrriy,

The only addition has been the works commenced to
provide Geelong City Domiestic Water Supply with an
addditional service basin at Highton, This will be in use
during the coming year.



Geelong Waterworks and Bewerage Trust

Catchment Area 17000 acres,

Population supplied 54,200,

Storage 2,738, 120,000 gallons.

Bupplementary supply from Bellarine Peninsula System
of the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission
of 0 minimum of 545 600,000 gallons per annum.

Supplies. the Cities of Geelong and Geelong Wt
Town of Newtown and Chilwell, and subuarban

areas of the Shires of Corie, South Barwon,
and Bellarine.

Warrnanihool City Water Supply District—

Embracing an area of 1,400 acres,  Population supplied
S0, Pipe line from Otway Ranges to reservoir
at Tank Hill, Panmure,

Colae Waterworks Triat

Embracing an  area of 2870 acres. Population
supiplical 6000, Source of sapply  Glengolah
River near Mt. Saline in Otway Ranges.

Hamilton Waterworks Trust—

Embracing an area of 5,100 acres.  Population supplicd
G0N, Twa  serviee reservoirs of 14000000
pallons each and original storage reservoir of

SO0 gallons, Water bronght from
Girampianz 24 miles distant.
Koroit Waterworks Trust—
Bupplies portion of Koroit Township.
Embracing sn area of 1,000 acres.  Population

supplied 9.  Gathering wells colleeting water

from springs near edge of Tower Hill and Komit
Lakes.

Port Fairy Waterworks Trust—
Embracing an area of 3,500 aores. Population supplied
© 1600,  Heservoir capacity 120.000,000 gallons
pt “Aringa,” gravity main to low level lasin,
umphonses, and standpipe on Princes Highway,
[rDW level basin capacity SO0000 gallons.  Stand-
pipe capacity 150,000 pallona.

Ararat Town Water Supply District—

Arca of 3846 acres. Population supplied 800,
Supplies town and part of shire,

Werribee Water Supply District
Area 900 acros.  Population 3000,
Supplied by Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Waorks.
Supplics Werribee Town and Shire.

Portland Waterworks Trost—
Embracing an area of 2880 aeres.
Bores, pumping plant, pipe main, standpipe, sl
n,-ti.culntjs:m to Town of Portland.

State Rivers and Water Supply Commission —Water-
works Districta—

Bellarine Peninsula—Comprising portions of Otway,
Winchelses, Barrabool, South Barwon, and Bel-
larine Shires, and Borough of Queenscliffe.

Source of supply, Upper Barwon River and tributaries,

Works—Inlet Channel, Wundee Bolwe.  Reserveir
eapacity, 2,700,000,000 gallons.  Outlet channel
to Waurn Ponds Pipe Head Basin, capacity
70,000,000 gallons, Waurn Ponds Auxilinry Basin,
capacity 36,000,000 gallons, thence mams to
Bellarine Reservoir, capacity 97,000,000 g.u.lfg-na.
Supplensentary supply to Geelong, Pipe reticu-
latiom supplies Townships of Drysdale, Portarling-
ton, Queenscliffe, Point Lonsdale, Barwon Heads,
Ocenn Grove, Torgquay, and Angleses.

Drysdale.—Twin earthen basins, 6,806,000 gallons.
Irasin,

Portarhngton. —Conerete  service

capacity
208,000 gallons.

Oueenscliffe amd  Point  Lonsdale, —Farthen  storage
Lnsin, eapacity 6206,000 gallons.

Barwon Hends and Ocean Grove.—Conerele  servies
basin, capacity 270000 mallons,

Torquay, —Serviee basin, capacity 5,005,000 gallons.
Anglesen,—Bervice basin, capacity 3,210,000 gallons.

Otway.— Compriging  portions of Hampalen, Heytes-
bury, Mortlake, Otway, and Warrnambool Shires.

Houree of Bupply Arking Creck,

Works.—Three conerete diversion weirs on  Arkins
Creek, 79 miles of main pipe line 1‘:~:ll'_nlli:ﬁ
from Arking Creck to Warrnambool ;  Ta
Hill storage, capacity 1M0GO0000 gallons ; Mt
Ewen storage, capacity 105,450,000 gallons
Camperdown storage, capacity SO000,000 gallons,
Pipe reticulation supplies townships of Allansford,
Camperdown, Cobden, and Terang.  Supply to
Warrnambaoaol. -

Allansford.—Souree  of supply Arkins Creek.

l_"a.n:]_u:rdtm'n. Earthen storage 30,000,000 gﬂ"m.'m;
conerete lined basin, capacity  T16.000 gntlﬂn!..

Cobden, —BEarthen storage, eapacity 8GN gﬂtlﬂng._'

Terang.—Circular conerete tank, capacity 677,000
gallons,

Birregurma, —Soures of supply —-l'L-pm Barwon Hiver
and tribataries aml the works of the Bellanne
Peninsula Waterworks District. Local works—
Earthen stornge reservoir, capacity 17,000,000
gallons.

Winchelsea Waterworks Trost—

Embracimg area of H¥ acres,
0,

Connected to Wurdee Bolue Reservoir.

Population supplied ,

Lome Waterworks Trust
Embracing area of 5,130 acres,  Population supplied,
90,

Bupply from Erskine River, Rubble Dam 31 miles
above Lome at an elevation of 850 fect.

Hupplementary scheme, concrete weir at  Phantom
Falls on the George River.

Colemnine  and Casterton Waterworks  Trust—

Comprising portions of Shire of Glemely sl Shire
of Wannon,

Emlrm:ing an area of 1,500 meres.
supphed, 3000,

Works.—Storage  reservoir  of 40,000,000 gallens
capacity.

Hupplics Casterton aud  Coeleraine townships,

E'u.rl:luli:ml

Apollo Bay Waterworks Trust
Ean:]_lﬁsiug portion of Dtway Bliirse.

Embracing an area of S04 acres,
3000,

Waorke.—Masonry  Weir on - Anderson's  Creek,

]'u|ru];l1.ll.|lt el |.|||l|'il‘| I,
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| This Heport & te be resd in conjunction with the

Annual of 15049, as thet report was prepared in
| the eardy phases of the epidemic awd moel of the putter
thereia s still relovant,

ATATISTION,

As can be seon from the Tables, le cpdemie resched
its prak in Beptember of 1949, bat sinee then, in contrast
to past experience in Vietorin, ot in common with recent

rience overseas, the epidemic has not rapidly subsided,
and cases are still being reported at many times the normal
rate Letween cpidemics the rate being of the onder of
A0 enses per year, [t iz saggested by some authorities
that there is o rising ondemic level of  poliomyelitis
throughout the world, but this remains conjectuml.

The total of =oime 945 cased aver the st eighteea
it hes maprse ks Vietoria's secomd liwrgrest rl']1i1|r|'l||iv|',I n|||..'
exeeeded I.I}' that of 1937, when some 20000 eases wors
l'c']lr.ll'lﬁl and the after-care Meilities of thi= State woere
in fact gmﬂ_g exoeeddisd,

The after-care problem 1= greatest after the subsidence
af an epidemic when institntions which have provided
beds and facilities during the peak of an epidemic, withidmw
such sssistance.  Many of the remmnmg severely pamlysod
cupes are sent to institations withoot aleguate facilities,
or to their homes witliont provision for alter-care,  Hvery
effort should be mude to aveid this securmng i 195051,

This epidemic has producsd some 5 cases per 100,000
of popalation —three times that of the 197 epidemic m
Great Britain and comparable with the incidence of the
disease during severs epidemics in the United States of
America,
AGE DISTRIBUTION OF CASES.
The proportion of cases ocourring in the older age
groups should be noted, compared with that of 195738,
It is apparent that o higher proportion of cases is
oreurring in the older age groops, in which the disease
iz mo less severe than in childeen, I we consider only
adult cases, then assuming some 40 per cent. of the over
fifteen casea have residual paralysis mequiring supervision
anil that 25 per cent. of those cases now in the ten to fonrteen
mge group requive prolonged  sapervison, there will be
appoximately 170 cases potentially under the care of
this Department during the next five wears. 1t should
Ise moted that it is thiz type of long-term case which the
Department is required, to look after, because few can
afford private supervision for such a long perisd.  The
| responsibility of this Department docs not, therefore,
i eeage with the epidenue, and would appear, if me.’;m’?“'
trend contimies, to be likely to increase in futore epidenics.
(A similar assessel estimate for 193738 mmlq! n'l:a!- have
been about 1700 cases, even thoogh that epuemic was
twire the size.) .

PUBLIC HEALTH MEASURES,

The policy followed as indicated by last year's roport
was mintained until the emld of the first gquarter of this
year, when there was gradual relaxation of restrictions
except in areas where cases were still occurring,  The
only notable addition to messures listed last year, was
a general warning on the risks of prophylactic inoculations
against whooping congh and diphtheria. Bothweredeforred
on the recommendation of Consultative Couneil on
Poliomyelitis, but diphtheria immunization was resumied
hecause it was considered that the risks of this disease
ontweighed  those of pﬂrllﬁlil: poliomyelitis  following
inoculation. Whooping cough immunization is only now
being resumed and then, only in arcas which appear to

1 s —6
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be free from poliomyelitis. Publicity was not solicited in
bhe Pross beeanse of the danger this represented to
mmunization eampaigns in the future, but the practising
profession was kept informed of the advice of the Con-
sultative Couneil on Poliomyel s,

Bubsequently, Pross publicity was roleased by the
Mimistry of Health of England and Wales,

The ase of combined pertnssis and diphtheria vaccine has
Loy !'51L:i|H"I1.-||\‘1! tr:r‘ [TRL S rl]l:u::lnr:s|I s it e vl o b the
major sgent under suspicion.  Becont overseas experiences
woild appear to suggest that the sepirate agents are also
implicated.  All future immuonization campaigns  should
be comducted with this risk in view if poliomyelitis ciases
are oconrring i the district concerned.  When such s
postion arises, the relative risks of paralytic P-:ll'm:-luye]iﬁ!
following inoculation, snd of the disease in (puostio
should be carefully sssessed,

AFTER-CARE.

1. CHinpres.
(1) City. There s o well estabhshed orgamzation i
the oty centred on the Children’s Hospital for cases under

the age of fourteon years, and facilities are available for

their In-patient treatmont where required.

Thess eases may well be disregarded in any assessment
of the facilities required of this Department at the present
Eire,

(i) Comnfry.—Some of these are treated throngh the
Childrens Hrm|:|'ih|.| when 1'|||-_'|.' LFe |lnl|.1|.|;]|t. to the til}" fon
periadic review, reeeiving physotherapy from parents trained
on such visits to the particular requirements of the child,

The remainder of the under fourteen age group are
seen at one or other of the following centres at Clinies
arranged by thiz Department :

Bairnsdale, Ballarat, Dandencag, Hamilton, Horsham,
Mooroopna, Sale, Stawell, Wangamtta, Warragul,
and Warmnambool.

2. AnuLTs.

Adults in the metropolitan area are cither Oat-patisats
of Public Hospitals, or where they so elect, directly umler
the supervision of the Departmental Medical Officers.
Country adults are catered for as for eountey children
not under the care of the Children’s Hospital,

Ko account is here taken of cases a.l:lmnl.'linp; dotaors
privately —in such cases this Department has provided
free physiotherapy il requested by the decter concerned.

PHYSIOTHERAPY.

Departmental physiotherapists are at present covering
Woarrmgul and district, Wangaratia diztret, and some of
the cases in the metropolitan area. The cover of the
metropolitan area is far from adequate.  As a temporary
measare the Department has contracted with physio-
therapists to do metropolitan cases on o case basis.  This
is not. wholly satisfactory becanse it is an expensive method
of providing physiotherapy, and continnity of treatment
and standardization of technique a ¢ dilfficult to obtain,

The remainder of the eonntry area is dependent on
hospital physiotherapists or physiotherap.sts in private
practive, who are prepared to treat some cases living
i their ares, their foees being paid by this Department.
The deficiency’ in the country cannot at present be
OV EROTILE,

On the whele it is at best a patehy cover which in many
cises necessitates mueh ingonveniones to families already
considerably burdened, amd results in the disappearance



i

of many cases for long periods without supervision, with
the resultant development of avoidable deformity sml
|*ri|rE|.|iI'|p:.

This system was, however, necessary to cope with this
epadenie,

With the appointment of a senior physiotherapist, it
is hoped that the remaining vacancies on the “l-'llﬂll'l-llil!lnll
stafl will be more readily filled, and it will be possible to
offer to the people of this State a free physiotherapy
service which is imdependent of the sres in which they
live.

As a mesult of the alteration of the provisions of the
Musseurs Resistration Aet of Vietoria, five additional
pll}'ajnt]m-m].i_ste. have to date registeped with the Masseurs
Registration Board.

This has not directly eased the position of physiotherapists
in this Department, but has increased the pool available
for appointments to metropolitan and country mstitations.

During  inter-epademie perods,  this  stall shounld be
pdequate to cope with the proposed extension  of _ll_l‘.'
functions of the Consultative Couneil on Polismyelitis,
and therefore of this division of the Department, to
inclnde Spastics aned  Dhzseminated Helerosis cases,

SPLINTS AND APPLIANCES.

When newspaper publicity was given to the epidemie:
many offers to help m making splints, &e., were received,
and “several firms were selected to make lock joints for
calipers, abduction h|:||-iII1F-. i I-'illi.'-h:l]?pll‘ﬂ T‘HlllH'Ti.

Howevor, most of the splints ather than t b s =
faotured at the Children’s Hospital for its own Chit-patisnts,
were supplied through the Splint Shop at the Royal
Melourne Haospital, although the pressure of work thers
wisz relioved by onlering some appliances from  the
Children's Hespital,

The Department made an arrangement with the Royal
Melbourne Hospital nnder which ::'ilill.l. waork to the v Ly
of £1,500 was guaranteed in each financial year, but splint
work carried ont in the financial year 1949-50 alone
totalled £2,800,

During the peak of the epidemic, splints were supplied
on the order of any consaltant, or of a plysiotherapist
working in elose conjunction with o consultant, and it
wis not until early in 1950 that pavment for these
applinnees was settled by the Hospitals or the patients
concernel.  For this purpose, @ small almoner service
wis seb up, and those patients who in the spmion of the
Comsaltative Council on Poliomyelitis, could not meet
the relutively high cost of ﬂil'lr'llﬁ.. were granted assistanes
by the Council. T most cases, the full cost was Lﬂ'id.
put in some coses, the patient was asked to make o
contributory pavment.

A contract was let to Disher and MeBnen for the
mannfacture of 200 long prams, and these were available
for any length of time on loan to any patient who woulid
“t].li‘“‘_".l"ﬂ"l_ iy hnnp the pram in good condition, and Ill:rﬁrj'
the Dapariment wlen it was wo lomger nesded.

National Industries Pry. Ltd., made 100 adjustable
frames from dural tubing to  the desi of Mr.
Foster of the Commonwealth Scientific an Industrial
Research Organization, These frames are still on frial,
but it iz hoped that with certain molifications, they will
be capable of taking the place of the double Thomas
splint in an cpidemic and avoid the delay between order
and delivery which develops on such occasions,

RESEARCH.

Field stmdy of cases oceurring during the last eightesn
months has been as comprehensive as possible within the
limits imposed by the after-care problem,

Moat of the data so nscertained has net yet been
:lln.'l!:.‘:u'tl, hut the work of Dr B. P HUG'N':(‘!Y o The
Relation of Propliylactic Inoculations to the Onset of

Poliomyelitis (puldished in the Lomes o April, 1950),
has created world-wide interest, and fully justifisd the
Goverament in sending him overseas to disense this and
other mspects of the discase with overseas anthorities
wt the World Congress held in England and Switzerland.

The establishment of a virus research scetion ot Fairfield
Infections Diseases Hospital, with particnlar attention to
the newrotropic viruses, is a welcome advance.,

FORM OF NOTIFICATION OF POLIOMYELITIS.

Present  regnlations  provide for notification of  this

disease  under  the headings of Poliomyelitis  and
Polioencephalitia, the former to meclude ali diggosed
cages of poliomyelitia with the exception of the e Wik

form of the discase

Experience both in Australin and overseas has shown
that standands of notification of non-paralytie policmyelitis
vary eonsiderably from one doctor to another, and from
time to time,  Therefore, figures which include this highly
variable factor, will remain unrelinble until a sin and
satisfactory means of aeonrte disgnosis is esta

Paralytic Poliomyelitis is a much more definite clinical
entity, and more acenrately reflects the general trend of
the i-'mom' and the after-care probilem.  Poli itis
in the absenee of paralysis is a anty, and is sabject to
the same difficulties of disgnosis as the non-paralytic
form of the dissaso.

It @5 therefore highly desirable that we shonld follow
the treml of many other countries i this matter, and
change the form of notification to Peralytic Foliowygelites
anid  Now-Paralytic Poliomyelatis. 4

RECOMMENTMATIONS,

I. That the establishment of & permanent institution
for the after-care of both city and country adolis and

SOTHE SOHT children be ex
rane on similar lines to Welfare House, which it woold
supplement. e

It must be able o take adult males, and be within
reaggnable  distance of the Children's amd Melbourne
Hoapitals.

Cages referred to this establishment  should  remain
under the care of the consultant referring the case,

2. That Poliomyelitis notifications be altersd from
Polisencephalitis  and  Poliomyelitis  to Poralytec
Polismyelitis and  Non-Paralgtic  Poliomgelitis.

PETER L. COLVILLE,
Polinyelites: Medieal Officer.

POLIOMYELITIS IN VICTORIA.

TasLe 1.-—MoxTiLy [NCIDERCE. ]
Junuary, 1949, to June, 10560, .
1945, f

il S

January ¥ E 3
Febrmary T s -5 e Ft i3
?nrah e o 5 % = g
June .. L e K i e L)
July .. e i b % Ed El
Anigist G G R = St 12
Soptomber BT
(ktoher (]
November FLa
oo bor TR
Total T

fited, such a hostel too e




1951,
— o
January 4i
February 24
March ]
e :
Total 158
|
Tabre 2 —Weekry INCIDENCE.
From 9th July, 1949, to June, 1950,
SRR
Week ending— Week emding—
a.
1.
3.
.

-
S=

FEpSERm-psz,
FEREREECESE555 e Sekinlaun
A AT T T ¥

B esSoDunCS oS HEERSREREE T TR

—ESsulEna i BECLBEsBER
o e e e i
S P e e

T G O e G G ] 00 =0 O G D0 OO0 D6 B RS

1
1
L.
26,11
‘3.1
I, 12
17.12
24.12
.12
Total . Total 155
Tapie 3.—QUuarTERLY [XCIDESCE.
194850,
Year, Tusber of
1 Al
&t quarier .
2ud quarter (L]
Ard quarter .. i
dth quarter .. by
i 9%
quarier .
2l guarter Al
Tapie 4.—ComearaTive Aok DisTRIBUTION,
1937-38 10 19M48-50
Age Groups, 1T BA NG,
0 ke 4 years G 53
L & to § years g ‘ﬁ:
10 to 14 vears
I 158 aml over Ed) 345
Tatal 2,006 A

Tarve 5—8ex Incioexce,
Calandar Year, 194% Only.

A T, Mals-. Fromake,
0 to 4 vears e i 3 134 i
5 to B voars xs o I 123 L)
10 g 14 years - o : (Y i
15 to 1% years o i o a9
oo M years L i e an an
25 to 20 yoars . i 3 26 | s
M to 34 years ., - ) 14 19
B years and over .. Es 5 | 12 13
Total .. 5 A5 | ws |

This Table is included to show the higher incidence of
the disease in males than females in the uader twenty
age groups.  There were some 600 deaths in the eighteen
months period considersd in this Report—44 males and
16 females, The relatively greater severity in  males
becomes apparent, for the severity of the disease in
surviving males is in general, similady greater,

TasLe G.-—Esmusate oF Exp Resvirs ox Discaagor
oF 400 Casez Teeatep at Farrewp Ixreceriovs
Imzrasks Hospitan, nurisg tee 1940-50 Ermpeie,

Numder | Pereeiibage
Assresnenl il ol
Uners, ases,
Non-paralytic = 3t = i | I3
Farilytic with complete perovery oy 146 i
Hlight to mderate permanent parnlysis .. Ak ]
Bovers pormancal paralysis .. = 7% 15
Deaths 5 = 12 . 1] 7

The above Table takes no aecount of the varation of
severity with age. Ounly those with sewere paralysis
hiwe been followesd up in this sericz, and mild eases have
been pssumed to maintain the recovery anticipated ; it
thus probably tends to under-estimate the seveniy of the
TemAining cases,

STAFF OF POLIOMYELITIS SECTION.

Menpicar OFFICERS,

Dr. B. P. McCloskey, M.E., B.S.
Dr. P. L. Colville, M.B., B.S.

PrvaioTngRAFETa,
Miz== H. Kav.
Miss M. Paton.
Miszs E. Hoss.

Vigrming NumRsE.
Sister 5, Williams.
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