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TWENTY-FOURTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSION y PUBLIC
HEALTH, 1945-1946. § T a

-}

—

o

To the Honorable W. P. Barry, M.L.A., Minister of Health. O <
My L.\!L'
SIR, 8 Rt

o

We have the honour to submit, in accordance with the provisions of section 13 (3)
of the Health Act 1928, our Report for the year ending 30th June, 1946.

SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICS, VICTORIA, 1945.

N of— Teate per 1,000 of Popelation, Mtatisy.
Deeaths “"'UH'-“’T“”:'
=1
Murriages. Birtha. Dhealha. mﬂ.ﬁ#c&_ Mazeluge. Birth. Dreatk. Dgul{ﬂ,m
Greater Molbourne . s e 23,708 12,252 a7 an 19-83 1033 25-87
Bemaindor of the State o i 17,404 B.214 518 - 2123 "R r 2061
Victoria s o 47 18,501 41,200 20,408 1,155 B-20 20 4 la-18 2803
BIRTHS.
The following table shows the birth rates from 1855 to 1945 :—
Farled. Asmi TEtbe. | of Fopumtion. s Py O Ry g
1855-50 .. - 17,154 38-49 1934 2 o 97 428 15-20
1860-64 .. pa 94,060 4399 1935 5 a 97 884 1516
1885-49 .. il 25,963 39-17 1936 - e 28,289 15-63
1870-T9 .. =} 26,971 54 °60 1937 A i 20,731 16-02
188083 .. e 30,113 » 3145 1938 G o 30,344 16-25
1880-%9 .. - 4,310 20-37 1939 = o 30,493 1620
1900-08 .. : 30,655 24-92 1940 ) 1 31,962 16- 86
1910-19 .. o 33,800 2427 1941 . i 34,408 17-76*
1980-29 .. i 35, 457 21-77 1942 - iy 35,927 18-27*
1930 air ik S, 127 1855 1843 . .a 30,117 19-74*
1431 i it 30,332 16-86 1944 = (ot 30,358 19-70*
1932 Pt i 27,464 15-15 1945 - 0 41,200 H)r 46
1933 o o 28,303 15-58
MARRIAGES.
Marriages in Victoria in 1945 numbered 16,501.
Paiod m:pemnl.m Pariod. Im:pummrmt,m
1931 566 1939 .. i i 923
1933 649 1M0 .. 4 i 1176
1933 696 1941 .. ‘s - 10-79%
1954 7457 1942 .. ) 4 12-02*
1435 &:38 1M3 .. o o 9-38*
1936 &-61 144 .. i e B-o4*
1937 874 1945 .. % i 8-20*
1938 816

* Al populstion Sgeres sioce 1040 sre subject to reviion,  Coampquently all rato are provihdonal

The 1931 figure is the lowest recorded in the history of the State.
The marriage rate of 1202 per 1,000 of population in 1942 was the highest on record.
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DEATHS.+

The number of civilian deaths in 1945 was 20,496, and the death rate per 1 mn of
population in 1945 was 10°18.%

Pesicd | Sty o Deaths. | Mona Populition. Peated. s‘.‘m"‘h"'u"'n.:“‘-..i_ Meaa Population.
i el ____.i_ RSBt el I |
1870749 12,133 1554 1935 18,4586 10- 03
182024 14,610 1513 1936 18,778 1016
1850-99 16,618 14-21 1937 18,613 10-03
1900-09 o 15,194 1238 1938 18,955 10°15
1910-19 N R [ 11-47 19509 0,169 10- 72
1920-20 L R [ 10- 00 1540 20,293 10-T0
1930 156,950 208 1941 20,416 10-64*
1931 17,033 9-47 1942 i 21,973 11-18*
1932 16,804 g-20 1943 i 21,327 10- 76*
1933 17,456 850 1944 as 20,502 10-26*
1934 18648 | 10-18 1945 ; l 20,496 10-18*
|
gl mmuwmﬂm.mamm-%?mm . 4l eates are peovisional.
PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH.
Theatks per Milion of Population,
Canss of Deailh ——
150E-12 | TEET. 1hcEa 1539, 1540, 1941, 104 1l Isia.* ipes®
Tuborealosis q.n I-qrpu] 1037 | 435 404 450 425 440 P 375 a7 38
Cancer B38| 1.967 1,208 | 1332 1,332 1,370 1,355 1,378 1,331 1,368
IKnbotes 107 | 164 104 2046 202 23 | 12 210 208 20H
Heart dissases tlnrnlmlmg the con. | ]
ditions uring diseasos of the
heart) 1,141 o103 2180 | 2,603 2,720 2,706 2,107 3,068 | 3020 | 3181
Pnoamonia and Immhu :|-n-uunumll i (i1 BE8 Bis Tig BTR Tan [ 578 654
Entoritis and diarrhooal disoase . B | &1 Bl 111 73 58 84 85 (1] 53
Nephritis, acuto and chronie T i i fit:i Tl TS _ Ban BRT BTE [iET) i
Accidental viclonoo 531 Hen | 550 654 529 497 467 370 390 433
Diphtheris 122 | 28 | 16 i 8 14 a6 24 24 " it
; 'I"unu'_l#ww"?:“ m:.ﬂmrﬂw Ex‘% Guinq'-l'laﬂr.#ﬂ mmmhh—l .'.'I.'
MATERNAL DEATHS.
| Aversge Annual Numbsr of [kaths from— Bate pes 10,000 Live Diriba frome—
| Puerpersl Infection. | | Tot. Purrpeeal Infeotlon, Toual, .
Piskaborti’ | 28 . Post-sbariive - R
g 5| | Jokctice | 4ES o [
Period. aﬁ.E No. 144). 0 !i‘ Ho. 1400,
it | . 1 I35 | & ﬁ o s = E !
E gbn. ;i g g 5 !?
- : :
e U0 e
i | HE| 4 (35| 13| BE | G4 I8
s sy "ll I " § b o ‘_"I‘_""
187 1=1580 il E L] 127 173 1712 47 68438
IBR =] 500 : | 4 121 185 20 =48 3847 58-19
I501-1800 .. | 66 117 153 2020 3581 5601
Ie0l-1810 .. | a2 14 186 1883 a7-13 84 05
1sl1-1gg0 ., 53 94 147 15-42 35 42-77
Ie2i-1ggs .. a3 o2 145 11-08 : 40-33
4 W & o s N !'_—'—'l"_i
| | il
199829 il e | 12 21| 121 | 1m8 oaT7 12-78 340 G52 | 3400 | s57T-02 | B1-20
I90-34 az @ 27 al 160 133 10-08 a-1a 2:17 -5 5437 4520
1935-34 18 | [ 4l 74 139 08 G=§7 150 1405 25-25 3717 3312
1540 1@ l 1 ] 58 125 72 5-85 031 1504 1815 4005 22-53
1941 3 | 1 H &7 125 7 G-58 (-20 12-78 1667 3533 2294
1942 .0 | | b i3] 108 b | G657 028 807 1642 3034 21-42 .
1 u | 5 a8 ] 136 93 5-88 1-28 07 17 -B4 47T 2337
1844 vae | =alll + 17 1] 101 81 2-T8 1-02 4-32 17-53 2566 20-58
1845 4 | 14 2 12| | 8 88 | 340 | o048 | 290 | 1204 | 1883 | 152
Nore.—Owing to changes in classification the maternal death rates given for

vears prior to 194[1 are not atmt.ly comparable with those for subsequent years.
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INFANT MORTALITY.
(Deaths under One Year.)

Mortality Rate per 1,000 Dirthe, Mortality Bate por 1,000 Dirths.
Perfod. Period,
Metiopolltas | pest of State. | Vietoeis. Metiopolltan | pest of State. |  Vietoria.

1880-84 i 170-1 023 120°0 1933 409 4000 40-4
188680 T 178°5 970 133:3 1934 482 41-4 446
150004 e 1404 -0 114-7 1935 430 39-5 41-2
1595-99 = 1315 1000 11%:5 1834 i4-1 40°7 42:3
1900-04 A 116°6 Bi-2 982 1937 371 363 36T
1905-09 s 965 116 &1-2 1938 -1 343 342
1910-14 -2 G40 T8 1939 &2:3 38-9 a0-6
191519 T6-2 554 G601 1940 397 39-2 a9-5
19080-24 716 SE-6 653 1841 36 381 36-2
1925-29 58-3 50-3 63 1942 438 38-9 41-8*
1530 50-T 433 465 1943 -1 38-2 358
1831 450 41-1 47 1944 31-0 a3 a2:0
1932 477 359 430 15 26-9 294 23-0

* The high lofanl seigta@ly fide bof 104T caB be flsd madnly 1o whooplag ooagh,

Details will be found in the report of the Director of Infant Welfare.

CANCER.
The cancer death rate has remained at approximately the new high level since 1939.

NOTIFIABLE DISEASES.
Diseases DECLARED NOTIFIABLE.

Anchylostomiasis, Anthrax, Bilharziasis, Cholera, Cerebro-spinal Meningitis,
Diphtheria, Dysentery (bacillary), Dysen (amoebic), Encephalitis (lethargic),
Helminthiasis, Hydatids, Iﬂm, Malaria, ue, Policencephalitis, Poliomyelitis,
Paittacosis, ral Fever, et Fever, Smallpox, Tetanus, Trachoma, Tuberculosis,
Typhoid Fever, Paratyphoid Fever, Typhus Fever, Undulant Fever, Yellow Fever.

RETURNS FROM MUNICIPAL DISTRICTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 3lst DECEMEER, 1345

. Beariet Cersbio- | poy,
Manlipal Disteict. Populatica®| Dipttherts. | FEOE Typhohl | Tubereulosls. u.ﬁ"}.:’:hh it Malsris.
METROFOLITAN AREs,
Eox Hill = 10,850 4 18 8 1 3 3
brook aw - lhm & 24 2 4 aa ]
. o | 3BADD 2 74 1l 1 3 15
Brunswick . e 58,200 b2 ] Bl 13 5 ] a2
Cam bsarwred | . s 71800 15 107 15 & 15 a0
Caglfiald i e Bih, 500 15 151 1 17 3 G 28
Chelsea : §,000 g 14 - 2 1 1 4
Cobuarg 47,580 19 &0 1 2 2 [} B0
mﬂ 30, D 24 17 A 2 1 1 14
G140 i T8 “ 17 “# 4 18
Footscray m lg 3?: I i; : ; ﬁ
Hawthorn . 0,500 n 49 1 12 3 3 3?
Heidelbarg " 31,300 2l as e 18 1
Eew .. 32,200 7 15 3 18 1 1 o]
Malvern 48,580 8 [ N 18 [} 10 2l
Melbourne 102,700 a8 78 1 24 10 3 45
Moornbbin 24,700 & 35 s ] 3 7 1L
Mordinllos 12,150 o 15 1 oE i i
Northeots 45,850 18 a8 2 17 2 ! a2
Nunnwading 7 50 4 19 = 2z 3 i 4
14,150 fit:] 1o [] P 1 11
Port 14,250 B 27 T 1 8 [
Prahran 59,750 35 57 o a3 4 3 44
Preaton 39,500 12 as H 8 4 (i} 3
Hichmend 41,750 42 g L 12 1 i =
m 45,150 42 av 1 16 2 3 15
Br. Kilda o 12 55 e 12 1 4 44
Willismstown .. ’ 25,580 4 0 . ) 1 3 7
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Returss rrom Mowicipat DIsTRICTS FOR THE YEAR EvDINo 3lst Deceueer, 10M45—continued.

] Cerebio= Pulic-
Municipal IMatsict, Fopulation.® | Ddphtheris. Hyw"_t Trpboid, | Tubercukosls. Elnd myaiptia, Malaris
HREstT 0F STATE——condinued.

Skires—continwed.
Warrnambool .. o i3 8,630 i 10 ] 2 u
Werriboo - T 5 8,050 4 ] e th
Whittlesos W ‘e A 3,260 3 1 i e ]
Wimmara o e - 4,330 1 [] s Wk
Winckalson s o = 3,830 - 3 u 1 1 .n
Wod o o ' 3,350 we 3 v 4 s
Wooray i i - 5,870 20 2 1 1
Wychoproof - we au 8,030 . s 1 1
Yackandandah .. a5 i 2,070 1 @ va 1
Yarrawaongs .. i o 3080 | oa i 1 an

Yoa .. £ = 5 2,050 i

* Popalation fgures sub)ed to revislon.

Norte —Institutional cases of infeotions discases aro incledod in these retums,  Incidence may thus appear unduly high
in gertain municipal districts in which thore am situsted childron's bomos, infoctions discases hospitals and similar inatijutions,

SUMMARY.

Diysestery (amoabich

Paralyphold Fover,
Fever.

Typhus (Endemic).

Ceelapoes
Ilmnguuln.
Pollomyelitl.

{ basclliary),
ABLRIAY,
Teliniia.
Anchylowicesisals,

EERHA

———

. | G100 | 1496 ) 12| W0 T3 ) 121

..
-

£}
£
=
w
—
o™
-
-

Matropolitan ares

|
Fuat of State .. e ..l[B‘EB 1212 | 010 | 243 | 44 | 117 | 3| B| 3 |25 6L | 2D 7| .- 2108 1as

Grand Totals - HHFEJI{IrH TI3 | 117 | 236 | 4|12 ) 3 |62l 21|10 1| 7] &} 1

Note.—Naval, Military, snd Air Foroe cases are not inoluded,

Anchylostomiasis.—Melbourne (1).
Anthraz.—Rochester (3).
Dysentery (amoebic) —Hawthorn (1), Dandenong (1), Phillip Island (2).

sentery (bacillary).—Melbourne (2), Port Melbourne (1), 8t. Kilda (1), Ararat Town
(1), Bright (1), Kyneton (6).

Hydatids.—Branswick (1), Malvern (1), Richmond (1), Geelong (1), Warmambool
City (1), Hamilton (5), Newtown-Chilwell (1), Portland Borough (1), Sebastopol (1), Alexandra
(1), Dundas (2), Glenelg (1), Hampden (4), Minkamite (3), Mount Rouse (1), _
Shire (1), Wannon (2), Winchelsea (1).

Paratyphoid Fever.—Caulfield (1), Cob 1), Essendon (1), Melbourne (1), Port
Melbourne {{], Dandenong (1), Houngr mlﬁ% b &) s

Puerperal Fever.—Brighton (3), Caulfield (3), Malvern (1), Melbourne (1), Prahran
(1), Preston (1), South Melbourne (1), Ararat Town (1), (Berwick 1), Broadmeadows (2),
Warragul (5), Werribee (1).

Tetanus.—Camberwell (1), Footscray (1), Kew (1), Port Fairy (1), Dundas (1),
(), Mmtlak?;ﬂ], Tallarook {[1}’ w':'f;mg‘u?}‘ ew (1) airy (1), Dundas (1), Lowan

Typhus Fever—Footacray (1).

Undulant Fever—Brunswick (1), Co 1), Moorabbin (1), Hamilton (1), Braybrook
(1), Ferntree Gully (1), Homl;ﬁl {Ij[, }Hal'!:l;lgl I:[1;,], PTrlrt‘],:nnd {{}! 5
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

DIPHTHERIA.

A new low-level of incidence was recorded for Victoria in 1945, the number of cases

reported being 899 ecorresponding to an incidence rate of 44-6 per 100,000 of population.

The next lowest rate recorded was 62°5 per 100,000 in 1944. In 1'M3 and 1942 the
rates were 67 and 66°5 respectively. The average number of cases reported for the
five-year period 1941 to 1945 was 1,495 as compared with 2,615 for the period 1936 to 1940.

In 1945 there were 39 deaths, giving a death rate of 19 per million of population and
a case-mortality rate of 4'3 per cent. The case mortality rate is more than three times the
lowest rate (1°T per cent.) which was recorded in 1937. The case-mortality rate has been
i since 1941. If, as well may be, the virulence of the organisms is increasing, the
mg‘ger of carriers may not be altered but they will become momrglangemus to unimmunized

Immunizing material was issued through the Department of Health sufficient to
immunize 27,700 children fully in 1945. Of these about 14400 were of school age and
13,300 of pre-school age.

There were over 39,000 births in Victoria in 19%44. If every child were immunized

in his second year at least 38,000 in that age-group alone would have been protected in 1945,
There were J_K 200 children born in Victoria in 1943. In order to have a fully protected
l:hl]d ulation entering school from 1950 onwards it will be necessary to immunize 38,000
children under the age of five years annually. If that number are protected at the

E:Il.‘l of their ﬁ.rﬂt year or Eal‘lj’ 1n their second year the annual death-roll from this disease

would soon L Zero. r&sont allowing, optimistically, that a few thousand
pre-school en are meumze by family physicians each year, more than half the
two-yearﬂlds are Bfrl“ unprotected and are exposed to unwarrantable risk at their most
dnngeruns age.

peace-time organizations should be possible soon. Municipal authorities should

w&a facilities for the protection of unimmunized pre-school children at least

nim y—preferably at Infant Welfare Centres twice or, better still, four times a year where
numhm warrant it.

Public education on the benefits of immunization should be intensified through all
channels, especially those in which immediate personal contacts with the parents of you
children are possible. Municipal councils have excellent opportunities of doing this thro
welfare nurse and health visitors. Education by radio, film and poster should be used ; n
this case it might be most economically organized by the Department of Health as part of
its Public Health Education Organization.

Since the beginning of 1944 immunization campaigns have been carried out by
councils generally with the co-operation of departmental officers, in the following
municipalities in Victoria :—

Metropolitan Area.

Box Hill Fitzroy Nunawading
Braybrook Footscray Oaklei
Brighton Hawthorn Port Melbourne
Brunswick Heidelberg Prahran
Camberwell Kew Preston
Caulfield Malvern Richmond
Chelsea Melbourne Sandringham
Coburg Moorabbin South Melbourne

i Mordialloc 8t. Kilda
Essendon Northcote Williamstown.
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Rest of State.

Cities— Shires—continued Shires—continued
Ballaarat Beechworth Maffra
Bendigo Bellarine Maldon
Geelong Benalla Mansfield
Geelong West Berwick Mildura
Mildura Bet Bet Minhamite
Warrnambool Birchip Mirboo

Bright Morni
Broadmeadows Morwel

Towns— Bulla Mount Rouse
it Buln Buln Mulgrave
Hamilton Chiltern Melvor
Hurgi],ﬂm Uﬂhunﬂ. Nmﬂﬂd ﬂﬂd. Hﬂuﬂt
Newtown and Chilwell Colac Alexander
Sale Corio Numurkah

Cranbourne Omeo
Creswick Orbost
Boroughs— Eﬁﬁi&nong Otway
. n
gﬁ:{t:mmﬂ Dimboola Rochester
T Doncaster and Rodney
]ja_}*l;asfurd Templestowe Rutherglen
Inglewood Dundas Seymour
Maryborough East Loddon South Barwon
Portland Eltham South Gippsland
Rin Eurca Stawell
gl £ “nrtu ﬂiu Ferntree Gully Strathfieldsaye
Q4 ﬂPP]I Flinders Swan Hill
Etminu.u 3 Frankston and Hast- Talbot
Swan_ Hill s Tonmg
Wangaratta eniolg Tungama
Wonthagzi Glenlyon Upper Murray
age Goulburn Upﬁr Yarra
Hampden Violet Town
: Heyteshury Walpen

Shires— Huntly Wanﬂecnp
Alberton Kaniva ‘Wara
Arapiles Kerang Warracknabeal
Ararat Kilmore Warragul
Avoea Korong ‘Warrnambool
Avon Kornmburra Werribee
Bacchus Marsh ﬁawrea Winchelsea
Bairnsdale yneton Wod
Ballan Leigh me?:}ﬁa
Bannockburn Lexton Wycheproof
Barrabool Lillydale Yackandandah
Bass Lowan Yea.

Tyruoin AXD ParatyrPHOID FEVERS.

In 1945, 22 cases of typhoid and 7 cases of paratyphoid fever were notified. The
rate of typhoid was 1-1 per 100,000 and for paratyphoid 03 per 100,000 of population.

The 1944 figure of 15 typhoid fever cases was the lowest ever recorded. The death
rate for 1945 was 3 per million of population compared with 15 per million in 1944. The
death rate in 1943 when a milk-borne outbreak ocenrred was 136 per million of population.

In respect of these diseases the Commission still expresses regret that the
pastenrization of milk in Melbourne has not been introduced.
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BoarLeT FEVER.

Two thousand seven hundred and ten cases were notified in 1945. There were
4 deaths—a case mortality rate of 015 per cent.

_The incidence rate was 135 per 100,000 as compared with 302 per 100,000 in 1944,
the highest recorded for many years.

PorLioMyELITIS.

Two hundred and thirty-eight cases were reported in 1945, All except six of these
oceurred in the second half of the year. The death rate during 1945 was 45 per million of
ulation. During the first quarter of 1946, 184 cases and in the second quarter of 1946,

1 cases were reported

During the 1937-38 outbreak, which also began in the month of July, 1,405 cases
oceurred before the end of that year, whilst 961 cases were reported during the first half of
1938. For the whole of that outbreak the mortality rate was 58 per million.

The case mortality rate in 1945 was 2 per cent. compared with 5°2 per cent. in the
1937-38 outbrealk.

CEREBROSPINAL MENINGITIS,

One hundred and seventeen cases were reported in 1943 corresponding to an
incidence rate of 6 per 100,000 of population.

The death rate was 10'5 per million of population. The ease mortality rate was
18 per cent.

One hundred and fifty-nine civilian cases were reported in 1944 with a case mortality
rate of 14°5 per cent.

DysENTERY.
Sixteen cases were reported in 1945. There were twenty-nine cases in 1944,

PUuERFERAL FEVER.

Twenty-one eases were reported in 1945 equal to approximately one case for every
2,000 live births. There were four deaths. This is equal to one death from puerperal fever
for every 10,000 live births.

TETANUS.

Ten cases were reported. Five deaths oceurred.

In view of the recent fatalities in infants in New Zealand attributed to the use of
taleum powder infected with tetanus bacilli the Commission requested the Food Standards
Committee to consider the possibility of fixing a bacterial standard for such powders. The
Food Standards Committee recommended that dust.ing powders which are not actually
labelled as sterile should in no circumstances be applied to open wounds. In view of the
enormous use of dusting powders for purposes other than the dressing of wounds and as
no bacterial standard for taleum powder exists uwwhem it was decided that no good purpose
would be served by setting such a standard in Victoria.

HypaTips,

Twenty-eight cases were reported—an incidence of 1°4 per 100,000 of population.
Fourteen deaths were recorded.

The continued high incidence of the disease in the Western Health Area led the District
Health Officer to undertake a statistical investigation into its prevalence in the State as a
whole. He submitted a report to the Commission recommending the formation of a hydatid
disease committee to be composed of representatives of the departments and organizations
concerned. The Commission submitted its recommendation to the Minister. The Hon.
the Minister having apE:zved, this Committee was constituted in November, 1945, and having
held several meetings submitted a preliminary report embodying suggestions for further
research and the launching of a campaign of popular education on the subject.
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TURERCULOSIS.

Six hundred and thirteen cases were reported in 1945. This figure is lower than the
previous lowest figure (679) recorded in 1944, .

The death rate was 362 per million of population. The previous lowest rate was
recorded in 1943 when it was 375 per million.

Tuberculosis diagnostic centres have been established in the following municipalities :
Prahran, Williamstown, Brunswick, South Melbourne, Newtown and Chilwell, Ballarat and
Bendigo. There are mass radiography plants at the first five named.

We urge the extension of diagnostic centres or, at least, of mobile units.

MALARIA.

Six hundred and twenty-one cases were reported in 1945, all in ex-service personnel.
The complete freedom of civilians from malarial infection in the State of Vietoria has
been remarkable.

Burvey oF GoiTRous AREAS AND THE SaLe oF lopizep Savr.

At the request of the Commission the National Health and Medical Research Council
has undertaken a survey of goitrous areas in Victoria. The investigation will include the use
of indized salt to prevent goitre in these areas.

The Food Standards Committee has recommended that iodized salt shall contain not
less than 40 nor more than 70 parts of iodine (calculated as potassium iodide) per million of
salt and that it shall be properly labelled. '

The Commission recommends the use of such a pr tion instead of ordinary table
ralt as a preventive measure in goitrous areas. Adults with goitre should not use it without
medical advice.

ANTI-TUBERCULOSIS WORK.

The anti-tuberculosis work in Victoria has recently been rendered difficult by the lack
of staff, a factor which is prevalent in most countries throughout the world owing to the war.

Despite criticism from various quarters, the death rate for all forms of tuberculosis
has steadily fallen from 663 per million in 1928 to the low record of 362 per million in 1945,
which, although a slight rise was expected during war years, is approximately one-half.

It is considered that this rate will not be reduced materially, unless earlier diagnosis
of cases is secured.

With the advent of mass radiographic surveys by miniature films rendering this
practically and economically possible, it is considered that efforts to provide facilities
throughout Victoria for the best means of carrying this out, should be made.

All municipalities will be able to help materially in this particular effort, not so much
by attempting to provide units themselves, but by helping to educate the public. The
aim should be to secure 100 per cent. examination of their residents when the annual survey
is made, preferably by portable units in charge of highly skilled personnel.

MATERNAL, INFANT WELFARE AND PRE-SCHOOL DIVISION.

In 1945 the infant mortality rate per 1,000 births was 2803, the lowest figure ever
recorded in this Btate. This also applied to the metropolitan figure (26-87) and for the rest
of the State (29°61), these rates comparing more than favourably with other countries.

Activities in this Division continued to develop satisfactorily particularly in the
pre-natal and pre-school spheres. There are now seven pre-natal clinics in the metropolitan
area staffed by departmental officers, while in two other municipalities the couneils concerned
have provided their own staff. All are, however, under departmental supervision and
inspection.

With the granting of increased financial support by the Government, the rate of
subsidy payable to approved free kindergartens was increased from £4 to £6 per annum per
child from the 1st January, 1946, and on the 30th June, 1946, 86 free kindergartens were so
subsidized.

The details of the activities and recommendations by the Director of Maternal, Infant
and Pre-school Welfare are given in the report of the Director in an Appendix to this Report.
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The Commission deeply having to record the death, on the 14th July, 1946,
of Dr. Vera Scantlebury Brown, 0.B.E., Director of Maternal, Infant and Pre-school Welfare
in Victoria, which closed the career of a very great public servant, and one whose unselfish
services will ever be remembered.

The late Director was appointed in 1926, when the Infant Welfare Division of the
Department of Health was established by Sir Stanley Argyle, the then Minister of Health,,
and no higher tribute to her ability, organization and foresight could be paid, than b
l_:unflgiamtiau of the reduction of infant mortality rates from 556 per 1,000 in 1926 to 28-
in ;

Dr. Emntlebury Brown, throughout her official career, recognized the necessity for
high standard of training of nurses and others associated with the care of mothers and young
children, and her untiring efforts to these ends have been reflected in the efficient services
now maintained in this State.

In 1937 she presented a report to the National Health and Medical Research (ouneil
regarding adequate care of the pre-school child. This report largely influenced the
Commonwealth Government to e available £100,000 for the benefit of this age group,
and led to the establishment of the Lady Gowrie pre-school centres in each State capital city.

The officers of the Department of Health who were her colleagues, were very proud
of her attainments, not only as a great administrator, but as a gay and lovable human
being, who inspired in her staff a feeling of intense loyalty and affection.

DEVELOPMENT OF INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE.

It is probable that it is not realized generally how large is the field for the promotion
of industrial hygiene.

In 1942, in Victoria, approximately 48 per cent. of all persons, male and female,
between the ages of 18 and 60 years were engaged in industry. This percentage did not
include wharfa%.a.bwrers (who numbered several thousand), agricultural workers nor those

in transport services.

Much of the health hazard in industry is not within the control of the worker himself.
His employer, however well disposed, does not always know the risks—especially of the
rapidly increasing number of chemical processes associated with modern industries. The
healthiness or otherwise of the working conditions of nearly half the wage earners in the
Btate will depend ultimately on the kind and extent of control exercised by an expert
Government health authority.

The Comunission appreciates the Minister's action in the development of this
important branch of health activity and urges as rapid development as possible of a full
industrial hygiene organization; so that the health of all industrial workers can be
maintained under the supervision of a sufficient staff of expert scientists and trained inspectors.

In this branch of the Ministry’s activities much educational material is available for
employers, employees and the public. This material should be incorporated in the plan
of puglic education in healthy living.

Steady research into all the newer processes in industry in relation to their possible
dangers to health of workers should be provided for.

FOOD CONTROL BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES.

A few municipal councils still shirk their responsibility relating to the Food Standards
tions where analyses have shown that foods sold to the public are not in compliance
ith the minimum standards laid down in the regulations. These standards are such that
any failure to comply indicates adulteration or unlawful sophistication to the disadvantage
of the purchaser. The local Health Authority is charged, under the Health Act, with the
protecting the public within its own district malﬁx:inst the despicable offence of
% fnudnﬁ'or sale. Tixcess water in milk and milk products is a common offence
overlooked by eouncils. In a case, which oceurred recently, of excess water in butter slightly
over the percentage allowed by the regulations and considered to be trivial an estimation
showed that if the same “ trivial ™ excess had applied to the whole output of that butter
factory the public would pay annually £180 for a ton of water as butter.

There is no legitimate excuse for the adulteration of food for sale. Prosecution should
automatically follow detection.
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DD.T. IN OR ON FOODSTUFFS.

The use of D.ID.T. as an insecticide and particularly in connexion with the spraying
of fruit in orchards on a large scale is growing.

The Commission referred the matter to the Crown Solicitor who ruled that the Food
Standards Committee had the power to prescribe standards.

This Committee recommended that “ the permissible limit of D.D.T. as estimated
by the prescribed method, be ten parts per million of fruit and vegetables,” and that ** no
D.ID.T. shall be permitted in any other food.” The Committee advised that in their opinion,
although there is no known toxic effect from the consumption of fruit and vegetables
containing less than ten parts per million of D.D.T. the public should be advised that all
fruit and vegetables shmﬂ be washed before use.

The Food Standards Committee have also recommended that the label of any
preparation containing D.D.T. shall contain a statement of the D.D.T. content in terms of
the para para isomer of dichloro-diphenyl-trichlorethane and shall contain the following
appropriate warning notice, viz.:—

Liquids—Avoid repeated skin contact. Do not spray on food or food utensils.
Wash hands after using.

Powders —Avoid contamination of food or food utensils with this preparation.

Preparations containing over 10 per cent. of D.ID.T. are included in the fourth schedule
of the Poisons Act. The labelling of these must comply with the provisions of the Poisons
Act.

STANDARD FOR WHOLE MEAL FLOUR AND BREAD.

Over the past decade it has been laid down by scientific nutritionists that where cereals
form a considerable part of the diet of peoples, these should be consumed in their entirety
or as near to that as is practicable. For this reason it is necessary that, in the interests of
health, that whole meal and whole meal bread should be available for those who require it.

Alleged ** whole meal bread ™ is on the market to meet the increased public demand,
but one cannot depend on getting the genuine article, as the composition varies greatly.
In some instances it is merely white bread artificially coloured.

This is an urﬁ;&nt matter and as has been repeatedly pointed out standards should be
fixed for wholemeal and wholemeal bread. At a recent meeting the Foods Standards
Committee deplored the fact that section 3 of the Bakers and Millers Act still stands in the
way of action in this direction being taken by them.

It can be asserted with confidence that when this obstacle to the provision of a
standard has been removed a lasting benefit will be conferred on the community.

THE PASTEURIZATION OF MILK ACT.

The Commission has already expressed its regret at the postponement of the coming
into force of this Act.

In nature, the milk of the mother animal is taken directly from the source into the
mouth of her young. This simple process does not protect the recipient altogether agai
the transfer of disease from an affected mother animal. Man's ingenuity has adapted cow's
milk to his own needs. His handling, conveying and storing of this food has brought the
risk of further contamination even in the simple hand-can or jug. At times, his unawareness
of his own infectiousness out-balances his scrupulously cleanly care. By modern bulk-
handling methods for urban suEpliea one small contaminated can of milk may, in the mixing,
affect hundreds of gallons of bulked raw milk and, literally, place the lives and health of
thonsands of consumers in jeopardy.

Raw milk produced and handled by ordinary clean methods cannot be guaranteed
safe at all times. Safety means freedom from the possibility of conveying infection due to
its accidental contamination by disease-producing organisms. -

Milk can be made safe by a properly organized strictly-controlled technically-perfect
system of pasteurization.

Until the establishment of such a publicly-controlled system the Convnission advises the
public not to wse milk as nourishment withowt boiling it.
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HOSPITALS.

It is regretted that the Public Works Department has been unable to make the
pﬁ'm expected in the replacement or remodelling of infectious diseases blocks of poor
? ity at country hospitals. Sketch plans have been prepared and in some cases approved
or nine out of the first ten blocks on the priority list, but none has yet reached the stage
when final plans and specifications have been completed.

MEAT SUPERVISION.

There is a fairly widespread interest in the proclamation of meat areas and the
construction of public abattoirs. Sites have been approved at Kyneton and Daylesford,
and plans for the buildings are in course of preparation. In the Western District a conference
called by the Commission of representatives of the Shires of Hampden, Heytesbury, Mortlake
and Warrnambool resulted in an agreement to constitute a meat area far larger than was
originally intended, which will extend from Lake Corangamite nearly to Warrnambool and
from a line above the north end of the lake to the coast. When this area is proclaimed, small
extensions of the Geelong and Warrnambool meat areas would result in meat supervision
over a wide belt of country extending from Geelong to Warrnambool, and will form an
example which could well be followed by the municipalities traversed by the other main
railways of the State.

Those portions of animals usually used as food are subject to diseases and parasites,
some of which are transmissible to man. Even when free from disease they may be
unwholesome or in other ways unfit for human consumption.

Meat killed outside a meat inspection area is not subject to regular or skilled
supervision. The lack of facilities frequently found in the small private abattoirs leads to
insanitary handling of carcasses adversely affecting the keeping quality of the meat.

Within proclaimed meat areas animals, both before and after killing, are subject to
skilled inspection by inspectors specially trained in animal anatomy and pathology.

Where killing is done at a central abattoir provided with cool storage, as is generally
the case now in proclaimed meat areas, the consumer receives wholesome well-kept healthy
meat. Meat, not branded by an authorized meat inspector cannot be brought into a meat
area for sale except under specially controlled conditions.

The state of meat reaching the consumer outside a meat area can never be guaranteed.

The aim of the Commission, for many years, has been the encouragement of municipal
co-operation with itself in the establishment of a more or less continuous belt of eat areas
covering the more densely populated portions of the State.  As it is quite practicable to
deliver meat by motor transport anywhere within a radins of 25 to 30 miles from a central
abattoir it is only in the more remote rural areas that the supply of meat killed under
strict supervision is not economically practicable.

COUNTRY SEWERAGE.

Applications and plans for the constitution of new sewerage authorities are coming
to hand at a fairly rapid rate, and with the aid of the increased rate of Government subsidies
to towns of under 2,000 population and the all-round reduction of interest rates, it appears
that many of these will be able to commence work as soon as supplies of materials become
available.

Existing sewage treatment works have been on the whole well rrmmﬁled during the war,
except that there are many cases where the areas used for the disposal of effluent by irrigation
have not been subdivided, and where no real effort is being made to obtain a return from the
land.

STREAM POLLUTION.

The mobile laboratory referred to in the last report has been obtained from the
Commonwealth, and when it has been overhauled and the staff of the Engineering Division
has been brought up to st,ren%th, it will be possible to open an effective campaign against

ns and firms responsible for polluting rivers and lakes. In the meantime a Committee
mnd at the suggestion of the Commission is inquiring into the existing legislation and
regulations on stream pollution, with a view to advising on legislation needed to enable
effective control to be exercised,

400147 —2
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ECONOMICAL AND EFFICIENT HEALTH INSPECTION GROUPS.

For the sake of economy and efficiency it is highly desirable that certain neighbouring
country municipalities, which, individually, could not be expected, reasonably, to provide
a full-time officer, should be grouped for the employment of the same medical officer of health
ar health inspector.

Voluntary grouping of municipalities for this purpose with the approval of the
Commission hag been provided for by section 22, sub-section 7 of the Health Aef 1928,

Many opportunities have occurred in the past for the formation of suitable economical
and effective groups. As section 22 (7) of the Health Act now stands the Commission
can suggest to councils the advisability of forming a group. It cannot do more unless and
until all the councils involved come to have the same mind about it at the same time. Then,
the Commission may approve. When three, four, or more councils are possible participants,
this voluntary grouping plan is liable to result in an excessive number of councils deciding
to group rather with the idea of reducing costs than for the purpose of effective working
on an economic basis.  On the other hand discussions are liable to be long drawn out, often
to die of inanition leaving some municipalities without proper sanitary supervision at all.

When the plan is successful, perhaps after years of discussion, one member has the
power to break away at any time, nullifying the result of years of effort.

The history of voluntary grouping of councils records sufficient successes to prove
the economy and efficiency of the principle. However, there have been many lost
opportunities and bitter disappointments because the Commission had no power to initiate
discussions and te make a final decision.

An amendment of section 22 of the Health Act could be made to give the Commission
power to propose specified groupings, to convene meetings of representatives for discussion,
to take evidence itself, and, in the absence of unanimity among the councils within a time
limited by the Commission, the power of final decision as to grouping and to make the
appointment if councils fail to do so within a specified time, subject to the present provisions
DF section 22, sub-sections 7 (a), (#), and (g).

EDUCATION OF THE PUBLIC IN HEALTHY LIVING.

Dr. Johnstone Jervis, in his presidential address to the Society of Medical Officers
of Health in London on 23rd November, 1545, said *° Among the many causal factors of disease
and ill-health there is none 2o formidable as ignorance. l;g‘mm the very earliest times it has
allied itself with such evils as dirt, disorder, vice, and drunkenness, and still iz to be found
in their company.”

Even among population groups not obviously nor necessarily associated with these
latter evils ignorance of modern hygienic principles and practice is widespread.
must know how to live before they can co-operate in raising the level of community health.
Thus, the science of healthy living constitutes a fundamental part of any education scheme
for adults as well as for children.

Great advances have been made in eliminating gaps in the scientific knowledge of

health during recent decades. Much of this knowledge has not yet been woven into the
social fabric of civilized communities.

Well organized education of the public in healthy living will hasten the process.

The Commission is of the opinion that publicity should be co-ordinated and further
developed as an aid to the promotion of health. Full advan should be taken of all
modern methods of publicity and a persistent programme carried out.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

Education of the Public in Healthy Living.—That financial provision in the Ministry’s
budget should be made for its publicity rplan to be rapidly developed. Skilled publicity
staff is required to take full advantage of modern methods of publcity.

A persistent programme should be planned and carried out in linison with the
Education Department and other educational and health organizations if possible.

Industrial .E?-giene.—That the organization of this branch of the Ministry's activities
be developed rapidly to make mmﬁmh{tnﬂi\ru investigations into all factors likely to affect
industrial workers' health at work and to advise expeditiously on all measures likely
to promote optimal hygienic conditions of work.
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Wholemeal Flowr and Bread.—That section 3 of the Bakers and Millers Aet be repealed
as has been previously repeatedly recommended, so that a legal standard for wholemeal flour
and wholemeal bread may be set up under the Food and Drugs Standards Regulations.

Pastewrization of Milk Supply—That the establishment of a safe milk supply
authorized by the Pasteurization of Milk Act be given priority over any non-vital public
works programme.

ient and Economical Sanitary Control in Country Municipalities.—That section
2? (7) of the Health Act 1928 be amended so as to give the Commission power to initiate
discussions, to convene conferences of councils for the purpose of appointing the same health
officer or inspector to two or more specified councils; and in tlgne absence of agreement
between the councils called in conference within a time limited by the Commission to make
a final decision as to appointment, conditions of employment, remuneration and allowances ;
and, after a time limited by the Commission, to make the appointment subject to the
provisions of section 22 (T) («), (b), and (¢) of the Health Act 1928 if the councils do not
meanwhile make the appointment.

¢ Quarantine.—That such portions of Part XV. of the Health det 1928 and eighth,
ninth, and tenth schedules thereto dealing with matters over which the Commonwealth
Government has assumed jurisdiction be repealed.

RECOMMENDED AMENDMENT: To THE Heavrm Acr 1928
Definition of Boarding-house in section 3.—The word * five " to read  three.”

Amend Definition of Piggery in section 3 of the Health Act 1928 to read * piggery ™
means any building enclosure yard or field in which five or more pigs (exclusive of sucklings)
are kept. Some modification of section 81 (1) (a) and the Second Schedule may be necessary
to include “ piggery whether conducted for the purposes of trade or not .

Pollution of Water.—Division 5, Part IV. The Commission desires power under this
Division to require the submission of plans and other particulars of any [pn:}pmcd trade
ises which will produce liquid wastes; and power to refuse approval of such plans
unless they include satisfactory provision for the prevention of the pﬂlﬁlﬂ:}n of any stream.
Power to make Requlations Preseribing Fees for Reporting Industrial Diseases to be
provided by amendment to section 95 [c}l.ﬂg bl
Definition of Privale Hospital, section 160 Health Aet 1928.—Amend to read—
* Private hospital” means any building house tent or place (other than an institution
supported in whole or in part by or receiving aid from the State) in which cases of an
ibed class or classes are received or lodged or in which it is intended that they Shﬂ.ﬁ
e received or lodged for attendance or care and for which a charge is made and includes
premises for the reception and/or the accommodation of the sick the aged and/or the infirm.

Power to Prescribe Fees for the Evamination of Plans and Specifications of Privale
Hospitals by amendment of section 168,
Injurious Utensils or Appliances—The addition of a sub-clause (f) to section 217 to
—** composed of or containing more than a specified quantity or proportion of any
specified substance ™ and in relation thereto an amendment of section 257 giving power to
ibe substances, quantities and proportions allowable in relation to matters contained
m section 217 as amended.

Power to Prohibit Sale of Deleterious Food Drug or Substance.—Addition to Part XII.
of the Health Act 1928 to give the Commission power to prohibit the sale of any food drug
or substance which in the opinion of the Food Standards Committee is deleterious to health
and making the sale or advertising of such food drug or substance an offence against
this Part.

Prohiliition of the Use or any Substance containing harmful Bacteria or Spores.—The
addition of a sub-clause (k) to section 216—" it contains harmful bacteria or spores ™.

Publication of False Statements velating to Food Drugs or Substances.—In section 226
(1) (a)}—Adfter the word “ sale " add the * of any food drug or substance or ™ ; and in
section 226 (1) (b) omit all words after “ material particular ”. In section 226 (2) (a)—Omit
the words * printed and published ” and insert instead the word * circulating ”.

Add a new paragraph to section 226 (2} calling it (d) containing the words * contained
in any wrapper or packet or label delivered with any goods ™.



20

Analyzes to be made by Approved Analysts under Part XII. of the Health Aet 1928.—In
section 242 (1) the word “ Act ™ to be deleted and the word * Part " inserted instead.

Provision for Dealing with Samples when Purchased —Section 249 (a)—Insert a proviso
in this sub-clause indicating that the requirements of this paragraph shall be deemed to have
been complied with in respect to a seller other than the * last vendor ' referred to in section
241 as re-enacted by the Health Act 1935 if there is forwarded to such seller by rem
post not later than the day next following the purchasing of the food drug or substance for
analysis a notice of the purchaser's intention to have the food drug or substance analysed.

Warranty.—Addition to section 267 as re-enacted by section 19 of the Health det 1141,
After the words “ he shall be discharged from the prosecution * add the words * in which case
the person who gave the warranty shall be deemed to have sold the said food drug or substance
and proceedings may be instituted against him notwithstanding the provisions of section
263 provided that proceedings be instituted within four weeks of the first hearing .

Amendment of the Melbourne and Melropolitan Board of Works Act and the Sewerage
Districts Aet to empower authorities to take immediate action to remove blockages from
house drains at the expense of the owner without waiting for the written consent of the
OWIer.

The consideration by the Housing Commission of the framing of regulations, under

the Blum Reclamation and Housing Acts, to provide for Standards of Construction end
Occupancy of Flats and Apartment Houses.

An amendment of the Health Act io enable the making of Regulations to provide for
Adequate Air-space, Lighting, Ventilation, and Sanitation of Office Buildings.

The Commission considers that the Mindster of Health should have power to recommend

to the Governor in Council the addition of Occupational INseases to the Schedule of Compensable
Diseases under the Workers Compensation Aet.

Section T9.—The only reference in the Act to camps is contained in pﬂragmrh (i) of
this section, giving power to make regulations for the regulation and con of the
sanitation of camps and securing cleanliness thereof.

Recommended that a new section be introduced, requiring approval of the council
to the establishment of a camping area, requiring every such camping area to be regi and
preseribing a fee for registration. Euggmt:ﬁl also that provision is desirable to enable inclusion
in the regulations of requirements prohibiting camping in certain areas, e.g., urban areas
such as parts of Frankston, where the erection of numbers of tents in back yards or on small
vacant blocks causes unhygienic conditions and annoyance to neighbours.

Section 173.—There is no power to specify, in approval of the opening of a public
building, the type of use to which it is to be put. An owner having received approval of a
building erected as a dance hall, may convert it into a cinema ; or one erected as a church
may be converted to a day school. The Commission can then get the building made suitable
for its new use only by serving an order and allowing time for fulfilment.

Recommended that a further clause be added to section 173.—4 of ing
of a Public Building may be Limited (o any one or more of the uses fied in the 1
of Public Buwilding in section 3 ; and may specify the maximum number of persons that may
be accommodated in the building and in any compartment thereof.

Section 178 (2) (b), and 381 (2) (b).—* Daily Penalty.” Tt is understood that an offence
becomes a “ continuing offence * after the offender has been convicted for the first offence.

Recommended that provision be made that when an offender defies the law by, e.g.,
candinuing to use a public building withowt approval, evidence may be given of the continuance
of the offence, and the daily penalty imposed in addition to the fine for the original offence.

Section 259 (1) (a).—" Reasonable Precautions " as a Defence. Suggested that a sub-
clause be added (similar to 268 re warranty) compelling the defendant to notify the informant
:]:ﬁ he intends to rely on this defence, and setting out in full details the precautions he has

L. \

Sections 280 and 281 (a).—Slaughtering of Animals elsewhere than at Abattoirs—Aft

present & man may not kill animals for sale except at abattoirs.

Killing for use in his boarding house is not ** for sale " ; and a man may therefore claim
that he can kill for the use of his boarders without interference by the couneil.
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Buggested that section 281 (a) be amended by adding after the words * not for sale
the words ** nor for the purpose of being used in the preparation of any food for sale.”

Section 281 (b)—Slaughtering of Animals by Farmer.—The sub-section allows the
council to give permission for such slaughtering. The interpretation of this varies from—
(i) Council must permit each slaughtering ; to
(i) Permission may be given for all time.
The first is too restrictive, and the second too vague. Suggested—Add to sub-section

(&) * Provided that such consent shall be valid for a period not longer than one year ™ ;
or alternatively—

....... shall not be valid after the expiry of that calendar year.”
Section 82, and Second Schedule (Offensive Trades).—Pouliry Killing or Cleaning or

Drressing.

Recommended add new paragraph to section 82 :—

(3) Nothing in this Division shall be deemed to prohibit any person from
killing cleaning or dressing any poultry (or causing to be killed, &c.). on any
premises in a shire for retail sale on such premises (? or on the road adjoiring)
provided :—

(1) The c;:-un-:il has given in that calendar year its consent in writing :
. an

(ii) such poultry has been reared on the premises of that person.

CHAIRMAN, PUEBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION.

The Commission desires to place on record its regret that Dr. H. N, Featonby who,
on the 29th of Apnl, 1937, succeeded Dr. E. Robertson, found it necessary for personal
reasons to retire from his position as Chairman of the Commission.

Dr. Featonby, by his unfailing tact, his genial personality, and his extensive knowledge
of the functions of the Commission and of the many matters subject to ita jurisdiction, proved
himself to be an outstanding officer and one to whom the State of Vietoria is indebted for
his careful and capable administration and for much loyal service.

Dr. Featonby, besides presiding at the meetings of the Commission and controlling
the administration of the General Health Branch, was chairman of the National Fitness
Council, the Dietitians Board, the Food Standards Committee and the Consultative Couneil
on Tuberculosis, as well as being a member of the Anti-Cancer Council, the Faculty of
Medicine and the Victorian Medical Co-ordination Committee,

His advice on matters generally relating to public health was sought on many
occasions, both by the Government of the Commonwealth and the correspondong departments
of the other States.

The members of the Commission and the staff of the Department take this
opportunity of wishing Dr. Featonby long life and happiness in his retirement.
Respectfully submitted—
C. R. MERRILLEES -]
WALTER SUMMONS
J. A. MICHELSEN
¢ Members of the
F. V. SCHOLES Commission
ALEX. M. KING

EDW. C. RIGBY

J. WHITLOCK, Secretary.
Melbourne, 24th SBeptember, 1946,
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APPENDIX A.

e ——

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF MATERNAL, INFANT AND PRE-SCHOOL WELFARE FOR
1945-46.

INTRODUCTION,

The death of Dr. Vera Scantlebury Brown, Direotor of
Matornal, Infunt and Pre-school Welfare cconrred on the
14th July, 1046, after o long illness,

The organization and activities of this Department are
the result of her leadership in child care and an appreciation
of her work by the Chiel Health Officer, Dr, H. N. Fentonby
with whom she worked for many years i given below :—

* In 1926, at the request of the Vietorian Government,
Dr. Vera Scantlebury Brown amd Dr. Henretts Main
presented & ne on the welfars of women and children,
which included recommendations for the improvement of
existing serviees. The then Minister of Health, Sir Btanley
Argyle, accepting the recommendations of this Report,
mr‘tﬂinhad the Infant Welfare Division of the Department
of Health, with Dr. Ecantlebury Brown as the director—a
position she held until her death.

In 1926 mfant welfare work was earried ont by voluntary
gocieties with some assistance from municipalities and the
Btate Government. In twenty vears this work has been
expanded into s great State-wide service, with many fine
municipal infant welfare centres, mobile sarvices in eountoy
districts, and a correspondence scheme for mothers in
remote rural areas.

The director, at the beginning of her caneer, recognized
the necessity of a high standard of training for nurses in
thizs mew servico. She sought and obtained povernment
subsidies for training schools, provided they complied
with certain necessary standards of efficency. The
Nurses Board at her request also laid down a prescribed

TasLe L—Inraxt MorTaLITY

eourss of training, appointed examiners and established
a State register for those who had completed this course,
and bad passed the preseribed cxamination,

Ir. Beantlebury Brown next turned her attention to the

re-school child—for whose welfare little provision was

ing made. A re on this question was made to the
National Health and Medieal reh Council in 1937,
It was largely due to this report that the Commonwealth
Government pgranted £100,000 for the benefit of this

roup, and established with the fund so provided the
E-awriu Pre-sohool Contres in each State capital city. %
The director also succeeded in establishing a pre-natal

branch, which is already providing a valunble and necessary
service for a:pautant-rmnthcrﬂ.msnl. Beantlebury Brown
during her twenty years of serviee had to triumph over the
many administrative diffieultics which were met

the vears of depression and during the war. Thesa
difficulties wore met with unflagging cheerfulness, faith
and confidence,

The very great services of Dr, Scantlebury Brown to the
Btate were widely recognized during her lifetime. Her
death has inspired penuine and sincers tributes, not onl;
from the Premier of the State, but from munici
authorities and mothers from every corner of Vi
We, who were her colleagues, were very proud of
attainments, but she was far more to us than a
administrator, she was a gay and lovable human
who inspired in her colleagues and stafl o feeling of i
loyalty and affection.

The officers of the Department of Health to which
gave such long and distinguished serviee will forever
in veneration the name of this great and good woman.

i
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* Bee DMagram I.
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Tapre (3).—Percestaces oF Cauvsgs oF DEATHR 1IN
Ixpants UXDER ONE YEAR oF Ack purisc 1945

A.—Percentages of Deaths due to Pre-natal and Natal

Causes.
{Sec Diagram 2, outer ringed segments).
Yo
Malformations Ak = .o 12763
Prematurit i i eo S 09 - TO-03
Injury at birth .. e x 13-31
Early infancy i = oo 11270
(B.) —Percentages of Deaths due to other than Pre-natal or
Nuatal Causes.
{See Diagram 2, imner-ringed segments).
%
Epi idemie, endemic and infections .. 3° IfII'IS
anchim hroncho- pnuumnnl.a., m:]u
puEnmOnia v . 12-31
Diarrhoenl diseases A - Y I S R
Wasting diseases .. i A b
(ther di ey &5 S el
Yiolenca .. o S )

Tante [(4).—Pereextaces oF Cavses oF DeEathos 1
Ixraxts uxper OxE MoxTh oF Aok 1% VicTomma,
18945,

(d)—Percentages of Deaths due to Pre-natal and Nolal
Cattses,

{Soa Diagram 3, onter-ringed segments).

%
Malformations . 11-73
Prematurit: .. 4517 & BE-39
Injury at E'm.h .. 16208
Enrly infancy . 15-40

(B).—Percentages of Deaths due to other than Pre-natal
of Natal Casses,

(B Diagram 3, inner-ringed uq;man.hj

Epula:mr:. endemis  and infections

discases

Eron:hhm btunchn-pnuumnm, pnm:l-

monia

Diarrhoeal dJmuea
Wasting diseases .

Other diseases
YViolence ..

)

11-61

i e
BEENE

PREMATURITY

PRE-NATAL SECTION.
Pre-watarl SvrEnvizsion CENTRES.

With the appointment of a pre-natal medical officer to
the Maternal and Child Hygiene Branch of the Department
of Health a number of pre-natal anﬂawmm centres have
been set up in various m‘nn ities, The municipal
comneils  provide fnrumlmg ment and are
responsible for the upkeep of the Centre.

(Government assistance is given in  the fdlo'!l'mg
MANNer \—
(1) Where desired, sorviees of the pre-natal medical
officer and nurse are provided to municipalities
by the Department oune-hall day per week.

(2) If the Departmental mnd.iml officer is not available,
the partment will engage an  approved
pre-natal medieal officer on . session-fee-
payment basis,

(3) If the municipal councils desire to appoint ﬂm:
own medical officer, the Department will
a eubsidy of £5) per annom,

Centre is conduected in an approved manner.

Many of these Centres are being established in Infant
Welfare Centres and are being conducted in hours when
guch Infant Welfare Contres are not hnﬁ%lp?ﬂ
rooms set apart for the pu.rpau. At South
hall has been partitioned to adapt it to the

Prahran Health Centre a set of rooms 'lmn
erected.

The fo]ll:mm di E;vmanmdmhm of the needs
for such s buildings, but according to the alterations
;];‘llfmrg mn mdmdu}l (hntrrza, e:puﬂ;:u for nlhrl-tmm
equipment vary rom a lew pouands to a)
£100—the number of essontial articles with the
likely number of attendanees. It iz wise to VEry
simply when entering upon the scheme until it been
testecd, A fwir trial should be given befors any final
decisions ane reached.
imereasing number of patients has attended the
E:b-nnul supervision Centres during the year and new
ntres have been opened at Colli Hawthorn,
Northeots, Richmond, and Sunshine. Fitzrov is opening
a Centre alm‘rtlj' and at Prahran the numbers attending

have been go heavy that the pre-natal Centre is now open
two half days a week instead of one afternoon as formerly.

The infant mortality rate for the State of Vietoria in
1945 was 28°03.
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[ A sindy of .Dugnms (1), (2), and (3) illustrating the (f) District-nursing Pre-natal Supervision Cendres,
'Ti.hlﬂhuuu. ghows that this lowering of the infantile —
“!'l.tﬁ has ﬁ‘fad mainly betwesn one month R s Hﬁ“&ﬁ;_”“
Diagrams (2} and demonstrate the vital need of
inereased education a cars in the Pre-nafal period. Collingwood = . .- . fian
This care should be given to ensure early medical troatmenty  Footeeray .. - . . . 501
. of any illness or m""‘? dotected during pregnancy. g Molboarne (until ond of Noverber, 1943). . 122
F
| Bpecial attention should be paid to correct nudrition.
| Leaflets compiled by this Department should help
| consid uf e e imPclltunm of this Sk = Tatal .. = - e 12682
pre-natal care,
| -““ such leaflets have been provided, namely :— (¢).—Altendances of Ezpectant Mothers for Pre-nalal
* Ante-natal Clothing.” Hygiene ai Victorian Infant Weifare Cenires,
* Proapective Motherhood.”
* Pre-natal Diet.” — T84-45. TS
* Pre-natal Exercises ™ ; and
LL] i'ﬂﬂ 1 (3]
sl ]_h” .' . Number of individual cases .. 5,087 5,006
A booklet dealing with pre-natal care will shortly be
available, Numhbor of now casns =1 4,453 4,507
. m“ml “h .nd dmm“m on h}w mﬂ Total pambsr of consuliations .. 13,908 I'I-.Dﬂ
diet are given in some Infant Welfure Contres for expectant
| mothers,
INFART HEALTH SECTION.
Infant Welfare Centres are depots established and main-
OEPRETMENT OF RERLTH tained thronghout the State by municipal councils, which
= WIGT ORI = bear the capital and equipment costs and all maintenance
: ; and salary expendifure over E165 annum for each
Malernal & Dhild Hyfiene Eranch AT SR - e :
Analysis of Requirements for ANTENATAL ECHINTION r“""ﬂai""“; Eumpflwad’ th“{,, SR E’m" je "umd'}
CENTRE attached ta orapart from WFGNT AELEARE CENTAE gronted Ly the Govemment through the Department o

Henlth. This subsidy is to be inerensed to £300 per
annum from the beginning of the financial vear. The
municipal council employs, pavs and discharges the nurse,

The council may be nssisted domestically by its own
local Health Committes or by the local voluntary Infant
Welfare Committes.

All the Infant Welfare Centres subsidized by the
Government are co-ordinated through the  Maternal
Infant, and Pre-school Division of the Department of
Health, but some of the councils, with their local eom-
mittecs also seck affilintion with one of the voluntary

=]

R Y

AT LR TN i
CENTRE OEEARLER IO
Baiare Moepcith ME A5
Bl @ B’ desd d Ao Do #aew
rﬁ"-"' e ool il il A VOLURTARY ORGANIZATIONS.
5 n {a) The Victorian Baby Health Cenfres Associotion, with
i AT which approximately 57 per cent. of the Infint Welfare

k TanLE (56).—ATTENDANCES oF EXPECTANT MOTHERS FoR g""fi“l’:;;“mﬁ"m* and s0 may also be known as Baby
YeAr ExpED 30TH JUNE, 1046, AT:— - foes.

Metropolitan—Municipal Pre-natal Supervision {(b) The Sociely for the Health of Women and Children,
) Cenfres. with which approximately 11 per cent. of the Infant Welfare

Centres are affiliated, and so may also be known as Baby

Hame of Dentee, Pomber of Number of Vists  Welfare Centres.
The remaining 32 per cent. of the Infant Welfare Centres
e e & 158 578 are not affilinted with either voluntary organization.
v e e 8 a1z
o = Nvuper or CEXTRES,

3 At the end of June, 1946, there were 316 Static Contres

- 5 i i operating in Victoria.
i 43 o 8 (RLL During 194646 four centres closed. One centre re-
2 opened leaving 273 Statie Centres. Twenty-two new
. W Static Centres and one new depot in the Kowree Shire

were opened during the year,
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Thess make & total of 316 Government submdized
Contres operating at the end of Juns, 1946,

170 municipalitics contributed towards the support of
these Contres leaving 27 municipalities not contributing to
any form of infant welfare serviee, These are served,
however, with others, by the departmental Infant Welfars
Corsespondence Scheme.

New councils which have established Centres (3) aro—
Mansfield, Eltham, and Charlton.

Councils with Established Centres forming New Cenires
(14).—Berwick, Chelsea, Cmnbourme, Corio, South
Barwon, Geelong West, Frankston, Flinders, Portland
Ehire, Healegville, Lilvdala, Orbost, Beymour, and Werribee.

Newly-formed subsidized Centres (22),—Aspendale, Avenel,
Barwon Heads, Bendoo, Bittern, Bomang, OCarrum,
Charlton, Cranbourne, Dighy, Eltham, Geelong North,
Gembrook, Healesville, Little River, Manifold Heights,
Mansfield, Mt. Dandenong, Officer, Somervills, Tallarook,
Toolangi.

Of the 170 contributing or supporting municipalities—

35 metropolitan eouneils support 106 Infant Welfnre

oentres.
. 192 Infant Welfare
Centres.
. — adjacent Infant
Welfare centres.
18 Circuit Infant
Welfare contres.

106 country councils support
2% pouneils contribate to

T councils support

170 councils support or contribute 316 Infant Welfare
to —  Contres.

{3] MusicipalL ACTIVITY AXD SUPPORT.
| interest and support iz well-marked and
n'ﬂdr.n-n in many beantiful tro buildings specially
erected for the purpose.

Spevial new buildings have bean erected at Heidelberg
West and Warrandyta.

Many councils have plans prepared nml new buildings
will be erected whem permits are o

A plan for the new Infant Welfare Centre at Albert-
street, Footscray, is shown in this with other plans
for Infant Welfare Centres with provision for the pre-school
child.

Fresh and dried milk is atill mpplmi by councils in some

areas when occasion demands

Dental care which was mt-cmlpmd during the war is
again being given in two of the city centres (Flemington
and North Carlton) and in one of the country centres
(Colac).

(4) Voruwrany HELrERS.

These asaist the Bister in the Centre by weighing and
mensuring babies and children. They usually attend a
short course first, to enable them to leamn routine,
Their help is invaluable at many Centres,

Further voluntary helpers are assisting and more are
needed in supervision of the waiting pre-school children,
cither in playgrounds or in the indeor waiting places.

(5) Houe Heip ScnEME,

To aid expestant or nn mothers and families whers
there ars young r:hlldmn the mother is temporarily
incapacitated by illness an emergency house-keeper service
was instituted in Kew municipality. This has been ni
E-oat.han.nﬁt.m manvmo-bhmmﬂmthamng

ment subsidy will aid municipalities to thn
source.
(6) Panents’ CLUBS
Parents’ Clubs, Mothers® Clubs, hu:iﬁmu, Welfare

Leagues, ete., are still flourishing in degrees in connection

with =ome C-untma In some an educational programme |.|.

often followed, and is found to be particularly useful in
management

the details of care and home of
infants and pre-school children from the ical and
peyehological aspects. They hove been the forerunners in
some places (notably Croydon, and  Albert
Park) of the formation of committees to establish mm:y

kindergartens at the Infant Welfare Centre or in the

neighbourhood, at which attend some of the Centre

school children. In some clubs members devote

effort to helping less fortunate mothers. One club runs

ﬁ f[:ud and some cluba E:Wntrah on assistance
ntre exXpenses, e.g., ishing, or &

or giving contributions towards transport of ﬂu Wm’m

It hos been found expedient to inerease intercst in the
movement, not to limit members to parents only.  In some
cases fathers' councils have been formed.

’EE
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DEVELOPMENT OF INFANT WELFARE SERVICES IN VICTORIA.
(Comparative Figurcs).
TABLE (G).
A—Static Centres and MWobile Services.
B 1917=18, 10627, PSR N LS

Numbor af birth natifications roooived during year 16,353 37,504
Number of babics responding s a result of such potifications . . 21,858 24,030
Number of now babies an rell 37,010 30,327
Number of individual babies st Centros—

ifl Hﬁﬁﬂm%’mmé{g lhun;wr l.'l'(r.;;'ﬁlﬂ'!l - ﬁjtg: ::'EH:
Total individunl babies and children st Contres 913 25,755 78,2024 82,5551
Total number of attendances of babics and children at Contres 4.118 102, 142 B8, 743 B3, 248
Nursoa® visita to homes .. 1,407 62455 78,547 A2 460
Numbor of babins reforrod to doctor | 014 8417
Number of habies roferred to hospital ) 1.443 1,504
Number of mothers referred to dootor 1480 1,500
Number of mothors referred to hospital 411 385
Telephon consaltations .. B 044 31,360

* Ietiuding l-:nﬂlu.

Non-responses to  Nolifications of Births Invilateons.

Asaryars or Reasons cIvEw BY Ixpant WELFARE
Cextre Numsks ror Nowx-RESPONSES TO NOTIFICA-
TIoNS oF BieTos Isvitatioss.

Canse of Non-reaponse :— i
Visiting other Centres - k8 .. 1487
Babies referred to Correspondence Scheme .. 5°08
Mowed from district £ i L
Resident beyond municipality 467
Babies too young to attend 13+26
Address unknown A 63
Disimterested 1275
Deaths T:88
Other causes n-T2

P (] Lal dad fas
= £n = (5] ==

s 55 13.2%

194845 [ e TR

|
|
|
 Toa Yeend b respend i) 14 3%
F tafere prad of iear 1% 2%
2.3%
2.6%

s Gunniereated 2.7%
3 o] 7.9%
r’::ﬁ.“.;g

7.9%

P }3& Fi.
Qeher ceases nod labed ;

i 35 B 3F 3 AR

Di:llgmnlﬁ.

t Exeluding trassfers.

CLINICAL FEATURES.

Many consultations were held with Infant Welfare
nurses to disouss the keeping of Centre records and retumns
in a uniform manner. The feedings of infants at six
months of age were studied by noting type of i
recorded on record cards of 27,906 infants between six
vighteen, montha of age nttendin% Infant Welfare Centres
during the year 1945-46. (See Dingram 6).

AT 6 MONTHS OF AGE

Dingram 6.

AT S1x MoxtHs or Ace

This is compared with Disgram (7) shown below of
:ﬂdﬂl analysis made by the Infant Welfare Inspectors

wing the feedings at three months of age of 3,374 infants
attending 47 Infant Welfare Centres in the metropolitan
ares and 19 in the country.
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AT 3 MONTHS OF AGE
Diagram 7.

At Torge MoxThEs oF AGE.

Analysis was also made of ages at which 1,161 infants
being artificially fed at three months of age, were weaned.

Tapik 7.—AcE oF Weasixo or 1,161 Ispants DEING
AntiFrcarty Fep at Tumee MosTta: or Ace. (See
Diacram).

i!ll'
1-2 weekn 463 infants, no breast milk or 40 (approx.)

weaned
24 weeks 123 infants weaned .. gy b -
48 weeks 288 infants weaned .. § Ry 5
&-13 Weeks 287 infants weaned .. st it
45
0 1
AN
35} A -
;.-/"Jbu
/p‘ )
= 30} A |
i ’/\_
ExlLD
g 25} 17 7 -
= > RN
N AN
Lol AN AN
5 N AN
AN A
w Bl ER NN, 1
=] -/x\,?- xz’.:w;\-ff-.
& ZNZ W% NN
RN NN\ '
g ININY/ //
= 5‘ é."f. “"/\\{‘/
g [ldas s
o LERErE e
M = e

Weeks of AE&
During which WEANING occurred

Ihagram 8.
Weeks of age during which weaning occurred.

MOBILE INFANT WELFARE BERVICES.

These services contact mothers and babies in the more
gparsely populated areas of Vietoria.

The Pioneer Motor Travelling Centre—a two-nurse
residentinl caravan 15 controlled by the Vietorian Baby
Health Centres Association, and receives an annual subsidy
from the Department of Health, £330 bmn%meﬂ to the
Associntion and £150 to eontributing counci

This caravan oporates in the Northern Mallee as far
west as Muorrayville.

There are four cironit services in Vietorin established
and maintained by the Department and known as
Government-mupicipal Circuit Secvices,

The municipalities concerned pay the
the Sister's salory and mantain Centres or
lished on the Circuit routes,

The areas covered by the four van services are :—

(1) The Omen and Tambo shires, in the Gippsland
District.

{2) The Dimboola Shire, in the Wimmers District.

(%) The Towong and Upper Morray Shires in the far
North-sast of Vietoria,

(4} The Kowree Shire including the Balmoral m
of the Wannon Shire in the far west of Yictoria.

Regular fortnightly, and in some cases, weekly visits are
paid to each of the towns in these shires, and visits are also
paid to the further out farms and homes on the routes.

These Mobile Bervices are greatly appreciated by country
mothers, and the response has been very gra.t-il';}rmg.

Seven hundred and fifty-five individoal babies and
children paid 5,073 visits to the Victorian Health Centres
Association’s Caravan, and 1,464 individual babies and
children paid 11,006 visits to the Van Serviees during the
year 194546,

During the war years great difficulty was experisnced in
obtaining suitable vehicles for this work, and at present two
army disposal trucks are in use.

The smaller ¢ van has been the most satis-
factory type as this is more snitable for women drivers,
and iz also safor on the mountainons roads.

The work on these vans iz exacting and stremuons, but
the Sisters find that the appreciation shown by the mothers
fully repays them for the hard work entailed.

rtment half
estakb-

THE INFANT WELFARE CORRESPONDENCE
SCHEME.

Thizs Scheme, which was commeneed in F!hm;y. 1940,
is eontrolled and mamtained by the Department of Health,

In arcas where Centre or Mobile Iofant Welfara SBervices
are not available births are notifisd by the municipal clerks
to the Director of Infant Welfare. All these mothers are
mvited to join the Correspondence Scheme, and from these
invitation letters a response of 30°75 per cent. 18 received.
Routine monthly letters are sent to each mother dealing
with development, diet, and the gencral mll-beiﬁ:l" the
baby up to the age of two vears, and during year
32074 of these were posted.

In addition 6508 latters of advice on a‘io:rﬁ.n problems
wers sent.  Thirty-nine mothers visited Department
during the vear, and thers were 63 telephone consnltations.

As it 18 over six years sinea the Correspondence Schems
began, 451 babes enrolled in the first year passed their
sixth birthday, and therefore pass out of the care of the
Correspondence Sister.  There are 6,276 children over the
age of two years, and 2,500 under two years, whose mothers
are obtaining adviee through the Correspondence Scheme,

Of the 22 new centres ed during the , fifteen of
mmaminampmvio;f;nmedb}'thamlpmdmm

scheme,
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DEVELOFMENT OF INFANT WELFARE SERVICES

IN VICTORIA.
Tapre (8).—Ixraxt WEeELFARE CORRESPONDENCE
ScHEME,
— B4, 18546,
Invitations sent—
{a) first .. o i 3,180 3,052
{4} second o i 1977 1,932
Bosponses—
a) first invitation 1230 1084
b) second invitation i s 454
242 1542

Non.responsea cards ro-
taroed — L

h} attonding oontres £ 240 178
babies died .. i 43 5 115 236
() DReinterostod .. 5 74 42
Expoctant mothors advised o7 5
Total number of letters {ante-
natal) .. o - &1 (L]
Porsonal lottors and  quorios
A wered o > 10,035 0,508
Progress lottors sent G 85,007 32,074
Number of babies sinee in-
.ulntl.'libn—
{a} over two yoars ve | 5208 6,276
{4} under two years o l.mﬁ} hWTH “WJ} 4,808
Number of letters posted for
TEAT .. 5 e A4, E 349,008

TRAINING IN INFANT WELFARE AND
MOTHERCRAFT,

A —Mepicar BTuDeNT.

The undergraduate medical studemts are still given an
intensive course at two of the approved Infant Welfare
'l'm.umﬁ Bohools one day before attending the Children's
Hospital, and a final day at the end of the hospital course.

At the end of June, 1946, 1,582 medical students had
attended this course since its inanguration :—

619 at the Victorinn Baby Health Centres’ Association
Tramning School.

3 at “ Tandarra ™ Infant Welfare Traming School,
(This school was closed during the war).

469 at the Presbyterian Babies'

In addition, lecturez and practical instruction on the
care of prematore and new-born babies are given by the
medieal officer of the Vietorian Baby Health Centres'
Association, at the university and at ths Women's Hospital.

B.—Mmmwirery Nursgs.

Bome instruction is given, during training, in the care and
- of infants n.llglln the growth a davelnpmmt. of
the , by approved medical officers and registered
infant welfare nurses ; further emphasis on the importanes
of care during establishment of lactation is necessary, as
shown h_r figures in Table (7) and Disgram (8).

C.—Ixraxt WeLFARE NURSES.

Behools.—There are three approved Infant
‘W‘ulfl.m Bchools in Vietoria complying with Btate
regulations for of nfant welfare nurses, and pre-
m students for a examination conductsd by the
Registrution Board :—
W‘ Babies' Home, 19 Canterbury-road, Cam-
berwell, condncted by the Presbyterian Church.

Tweddle Baby Hospital, Barkly-street, Footscray,
conductad by the Bociety for Health of Women
and Children,

Victorian Baby Health Centres® Association, Swanston-
street, Carlton, conducted by the Vietorian Baby
Health Centres Association.

Tandarra Infant Welfare Training Sehool will re-open
in August, 1946, and function as formerly.

The number of infant welfare nursing students trained
per annum during the last three years 18 as follows :—

L— T9dd. | 1945, | 1048,

Prosbytorian Babies” Homso ‘ . |11 14 11
Tweddle Baby Hospital .. a =« | 15 18 Il

Vietorian Baby llulth Cenires A.mncuxmn
Training Sokoal 28 3 ]

Total number of Infant Welfare Nurses mgl.ﬂ.ami

at end of June, 1946 & oo 1,004
Number of Infant Welfare Nurses e:n.g.l.gu}d in
subsidized Infant Welfare Centres i [
Number of Infant Welfare Nurses -angngui h-}
the Department of Health : 14

18,
(1) Inspectors of Infant Welfars Centres
(2) Correspondence Sisters
(3) Pre-natal Sisters
(4) Rural Sisters
Number of Infant Welfare Hum apmmlly en-
gaged in pre-school work 4

{City of Melboums, 2; Uity of Prahran, 1; 'Dit;r of
Bouth Melbourne, 1).

LR =", T = ]

Monthly Conferences with Infant Welfare Sislers.

These are held by the Director of Maternal, Infant and
Pre-school Welfare, with State Infant Welfare Sistars.

The curriculum of the lectures for thess conferences is of
a high standard, many specialists from the honorary
medical staff of the Chi s Hospital and others being
the leoturers.

Pre-gehool Infant Welfare.

This ecurse of thirteen weeks' duration is conducted by
the Nurses' HRegistration Board of the State of Victoria
and may be undertaken at anJr approved institution. This
course is now offered annuall ‘ebruary at the Kinder-
garten Traming College in !ellmume.

Relieving Infant Welfare Statera.

ta for carrying on of Infant Welfare work at
Centres may be made through the Maternal and Child
Hygiene Branch of the Departoent of Health.

Cne hundeed and forty sisters have been sapplied by
the branch dunng the yvear.

Special Activitics carried out by the Director and Infant
Welfure staff include :—

Investigations concerning establishment of new Centres,
Contre Inspections, Visits to Training Schools,
Addresses and Lectures, Public Meetings and
Conferences, office interviews, preparation, revision
and distribution of literature, pamphlets, booklets,
posters. Reception and analysis of quarterly
and annusl Infant Welfare Centre reports from
316 Centres.
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(D). —MornercrArT Nunses,

Training Schools.—There are now sight approved Mother-
craft Trining Schools, as follows :—

Kumber of Trulnees.
10445, | 1S40,
Bathany Babiem® Homo, Goolong Iy H (3]
Foumlling Hospital, Borry-strest, Eaat
HE .- e e . T L
St Jossph's Foundling II.mp.il..-l Broad-
mondows .. 12 20
Motholist Bahins’ H:I'HIICI 10 l..u'||-l.l|:ln .|l.m-r.'-1.,
Houth Yarra 15 | ]
Prosbytorisn Babies' Homs, 19 Lan!u:’hur_'.-
roadd, Cambarwell . 11 | i
54, Grabriol’s Church of F'u';lll'llﬂ Babioa® |
Home, Balwyn 13 0 | 14
Vietorian Daby Health f.,ur.!'ruu 'I.:urrlulmn
Training School, Bwanston-streat, Carlton . |
Tweddly Baby Huspital, Barklystreot,
Foolseray .. e i | 1ix | Lk

R = T E——

Two Department of Health Mothercraft Nurses” Exami-
nations have been held. Binee the inauguration of this
examination in 1930, 1,125 had satisfactorily passed by
the end of June, 1#46. The number of mothercraft nurses
who passed the examination during 1945-46 was 78,

Pre-school Mothercraft Cosrse,

Motheroraft nurses of the Department of Health are
eligible to undertake a thirteen weeks course of training
iven anmually in June at the Kindergarten Training

llege, Malbourme.

Motheroraft Nurses™ Huirea.

Murses were only available for 175 cases thoungh 975
gases wers booked

The Mothereraft Matrons” Council and the Mothercraft
Wurses’ Couneil still function, the latter meeting regularly
to consider the interests of motheromit nurses.  Thers
has not been any necessity to call on the Board of References
for mothercraft nurses,

Examples of Co-operation between Infont  Welfare and
other Aefivities may be Cited as follosws,

(1) Community Centres.—This Department has contimued
ta work in co-operation with the National Fitness Council
of Vietoria and the Honsing Commission in regard to the
development of infint welfare facilities in conneciion with
the new housing projects, e.g.—

Fighermen's Bend.—The Residents” Council haes
given active and financial support to all branches of
its own community facilities.

The area of the Infant Welfare Centre has been
extended and the Centre iz now open two afternoons
each weok, The Residents’ Couaneil has given the

Sister-in-cha warm support and during the vear
WETE reapmnrﬁa for furmishings and the general caro
of the Centre.

It is interesting to note that Residents' SBub-com-
mittes for infant welfare and kindergarten units have
combined to form a pre-school committes.  This
committes hus raised £21, which has been paid into
the Residents’ Couneil funds,

Pre-school 'nif.—The FResident and the EKmder-
garten Executive and members are to be congratulated
on the gift of £4,000 towards extensions and new
building fund. The playgrommd unit has  raised
sufficient funds to provide double swings including
guards, gymnastic combination and climbing tower.
ay centre was held for one
week and was staffed the Professional Youth
Leaders' Training Course students. Attendance
averaged 300 per day and excursions were made to
places of interest.

An excellent vacation

Mothers Clah,—| the r, the Indies’ club
has supported various community projects. Mothers®
Thrift Account now totals neardy £400. This amoeunt
was raised over a period of two years. An slectric
Ei:ll;;hupmdm to the Community Hall by this

The folk dance group is open to all units,

The community activities are largely attributable to
the enthusinem and interest of the Residents’ Couneil
and the sub-committees,

{2) The co-operation between the Infant T, Centre
af the Gﬂy a .‘Eﬂlﬁum&, situated at North Carlton, and the
Lady l'i"nﬂm Pre-sehaol Child Centre.  The same medical
officer (the Child Welfare Medical officer of the City of
Melbourne) supervises both mstitutions and acts as a vital
connecting link between them. There is also the nucleus
of a Community Centre in this scheme becauss of the
juxtaposition of a children’s playground.
(3) The co-operation between the O & Mellotirne
Tnfant We.!furs Cenire ai Ph -aireel Education
is an example of the possibility of continuity of
observation of the child's :lma'h}pmmt. from thnﬁ-mhl
stage to the end of his school tro is
housed at the scheol with a smal nunm-r school in the
waiting roomn, from which, as age advances, the child is
pasaed on to the kindergarten and then to the school
clisses, His Centre records are readily available to the
school medical officor, if desired.

(4) Prakran Health Centre is an example of an exeellent
Health Centre, as it comprises various f—

{a) Infant Welfare Branch—two Infant Welfare
Histers attached.

(b) Pre-natal Branch—Medical officer and Infant
Welfare Sister.

(e} Pre-school Branch—Infant Welfare Sister.

(d) Tuberculosis Department—with X-ray staff and

outfit.

Phyzical Fitness Department. .;h of its

n:Em'tieu 8 a‘gmml B]E:ogumma is ﬁlﬂ. for

%mnwar ool age who f:[lm quite fit.
its Department containg a for exercises,

mmmrwmaIMHHH,nﬂﬂuuﬂm

8, &o

(8) In rural areas co-operation exists between Infant
Welfare Centres and Bush Nursing itals; botween
Infant Welfare and Pre-school Centres betweon Infant
Welfare and Country Women's Associntion Centres, and
in some cased between Infant Welfare Centres and rest
rooms.

(e} A

PRE-BCHOOL SECTION,
(A)—Deveroruzst oF GoveErxMEsT PoLioy.
!]l:kudgmﬂhufmimuiiﬂﬂlﬁpﬂ-mhm]mmb

has been developing in the community in reeent years. It
is gratifying t ictorian Governments have responded
tommm.uluty uests for the extension of this movement

to foster the wel
continued forward policy, Victorian Governments have

put this State into a position of leadership among Aus-
tralian Htates in the matter of givi mmambh
basis to the State-wide extension of the hool move-

m&?hwhiuhhubemmah‘irpiﬂmdbrmhnuu
aftort.
Subseidy to Units.

One of the most significant decisions of the V
Government was the establishment in 194445 of
principle of a per copita subsidy to any approved
nursery kindergarten thronghout the State.

Tﬁsiuﬁdrwmutﬁm;tth&muqlﬂprnm
During this year, 1945-46, the rate of subsidy has
ingreased and £6 is now available to such pre-school
spproved by the Minister.

rek

£
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The amount of State Government subsidy paid to
maintenance of riens for the year July,
1M5-June, 1946, is £20,665, being six months at £4 per
capifa and six months at £6 per capita.

Subsidy to Training.

Owing to extreme shortage of trained kindergarten
teachers, rapid expansion of the serviee is ab present im-
possible. Of 120,000 preschool children in the State,
anly 4,500 are able to attend subsidized free kindergartens.

Recognizing that shortage of trained personnel is the
major fuctor in holding back the service, the Government
in November, 1946, allocated for the first time a subsidy
to the Kindergarten Training Collegs—£5,000 for temporary
building extension, and £2 500 annueal maintenanes,

Subsidy to Pre-school Child Development Officers,

In Pebruary, 1046, the Govenment approved the

of subsidizing half the salary of pre-school child

officers. Such an officer wou ha n.P].u:nln'hed

al municipal council to undertake, in conjunction with

t, supervision and organization of pre-school

activities within the municipality. This is an important

towards implementing the departmental policy of
decentralization.

(froweth of the Depariment,

In , 1945, the pre-school section of the Department
was initiated. A threefold development was planned,
Medigal, Dental, and Educational. The first steps were
taken towards setting up the educational side and the
a of & Chisf Pre-school Educational BSuper-
vizor was made. In January and April, 1946, respectively,
two further Pre-school Educational Sfﬁmn were appointed
1o assiat.

In June, 1846, a was given by the Minister for
the appointment of n Pre-achool Medical Officer,

Approval was also given in September, 1945, for the
l-p?omtmmt of a mm%] worker to undertake surveys and

assiat generally.

In. ber, 1945, a pre-school educational officer was
ted to the Co ce Beotion to make this

sarvies available to outhack families with pre-
school children.

(B).—FieLn DEVELOPMENTA.

(1} Nursery Kindergartens.

Sinea 1944 payment of State Government subsidy to
Free Kindergartens has been made through the Depart-
ment of Health, under whose general sapervision these
kindergartens now operate.

Thore are 85 subsidized Free Kindergartens with an
aggregate of 4,500 children from two to six years of age
in attendance,

Of these Kindergartens—

43 are affilinted with the Freo Kindergarten Union,

13 are affiliated with the Roman Catholic Office of
Edueation.

11 are affiliated with the Church of England Kinder-
garten Council.

10 are affiliated with the Presbyrerian Kindergarten
Couneil.

8 are mdependent of any organization and come
directly under the Department.

Sumﬁaiﬁnnmdamthm -school centres
of the Department, and conferences held with
mﬁ, committecs, executives of voluntary organizations,
as pequired.

All units applying for sabsidy for the fmst time are
inapected officers, and a re prepared
ﬁnﬁumbr:nwrud.ﬁu!mrta: g
4801 47—

{2) Pre-sehool Play Centres.

Im Manrch, 1#5, a six-months course of training for
&Eﬂhuﬂl play lenders opened at the Kindergarten Training

llege under the auspices of the Departnent of Health.
At the conclugon of the course fifteen
eertificntes,

Under these leaders Pre-sehool Play Centres wore st up
in the following districta :—
Frankston, Kew, East Kew, Noble Park, Springvals,
Mg, Damleu.trug, East Malvern.

An officer of the Dopartment waz set aside to overses
these Centres,

As play centres are not receiving a subsidy from the
Government, supervision can only be offered by the Depart-
ment to the committess concerned. It has been found

that such sopervision has been grently  desined and
apprecioted.

students gaimed

The Department has drawn up a:i'ngm:lmtpt form for
play leaders and committees, which is of great assistance
in safeguarding proper conditions for the health and educa-
tion programime in these Centres. Agamn, this form ean
only be suggested for use.

(3) Courses of Training,

{n) Pre-school Infant Welfore.—This course of thirteen
wieks duration 18 conducted by the Nurses® Registration
Board of the State of Victoria, and may be undertaken
at any approved institution. Thiz conrse iz now offered
annually 1 February at the Kindergarten Training College,
Melbourne, Five nurses compl the course this vear.
O nurse came from New Zealond and one from Weat
Australin, Two entered under the Army Rehabilitation
Scheme.

(%) Pre-school Motheroraft. —Mothereraft nurses of the
Department of Health are olipible to undertake a thirteen
weeks' course of traimi ven annually in June at the
Kindergarten Tminingnf'cﬂ?: , Melbonrne. Seven nurses
graduated in September, 1945, and received the Depart-
mantal Certifieate in December, 1945,

(e} Pre-sohool Lectures in Mothereraft Training Schools.—
A Pre-school Edueational Officer wvisits the Mothereraft
Training Schools at regular intervals to give a serics of
simple lectures on child behaviour a management.
During 1945-46 an aggregate of 70 leotores was given at
the following training schools = —

8t Joseph's Babies” Home.

Berry-street, Babies' Home,

Presbyterian Babies® Home.

St. Gabriel's Charch of England Babies” Home,
Methodist Babies' Home.

Bethany Babies” Home.

Tweddle Baby Hospital.

The trainees have also been taken in ps for directed
obzervation to Lady Gowrie Child Centre and other Kinder-
partens.  Altogethor 105 nurses have attended these
lectures,

(d) Pre-sehool Pln m.]y Leader—This six months' course of
training was offered again in March, 1946. There were
25 enrolments. The course is given at the Kindergarten
Traini ﬂqllr.- , but 1= onder tf.-a auspices of the Doport-
ment o , and entitles the pradoate to a certificate
isued h;r th-r. Department.

(4) Adrisory Serice.

The Department has been able to answer the call of the
community for adviee on practically every angle of pre-
school organization.  Enquiries have come from individuals,
committees, organizations, members of Parliament, town
councillors, doctors, architects, husiness firms, echools,
&e., in most enses secking information as to standards,
methods of insugurating and financing pre-school groups,
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Attendance at meetings by departmental officers usually
follows these initial inquiries and approximately 150 sach
meetings have been addressed during the past year.

The Department has thus been able to fulfil one of its
important functions, that of central co-ordinating and
advisory authority in the pre-school field.

Tame (9).—GovErXMEXT EXrExprruRe o MATERMAL,
Ixpaxe axp PrE-scmoon WeLrake Paip TOROUGH
TAE MatErxar axp Cunnn Hyomexe Braxcn oF
THE DEpartvExT oF HEavtn, Vicromia, 1945-1946.

Salaries— £ £

Medical and Administration 1,653
Infant Welfare and Pre-school Stail 4,881
Clerteal assistance 1,967
— B4E]
Bubsidios—
To municipalities towards main-
tenance costs of Infant Welfurs
Centres (at the mate of £165 per
annum in respect of each full-time
Cenere) =% i .. 97,964
Cost of railway passea to Imfant
Welfare nurses attending part-
time Centres .. o, s 752
Grant to Infant Welfare Training
Schools i i he 00
To Free Nursery Kindergartens—
Eindergartens 20,665
Kindergarten  Training
Colloge 2,500
—_— 23,165
—_ 53311
Contingenoies—
Office sxpenses . . 1,660
Travelling expensea = 925
Maintenanes of mobile cirenits (ex-
cluding salaries) : K 1,531
—_— 4,114
35, 508

COMMENTARY ON GENERAL PROGRESS AND
SPECIAL NEEDS FOR EXTENSION.

The lowering of the infantile mortality rate for the
Btate of Victoria to 28:03 per 1,000 hirths is satisfactory
and compores favourably with that of other ecountries,
especially if the difficulties against which the mothers are
contending to be emembered, e.g., short periods in hospital,
difficalt housing, &o.

From Diagrams (2} and (3] it is elear that this lowering
of infantile mortality i due to a decrease in the nmmber
of deaths due to preventable diseases and that there has
been little decrease in thess due to natal and nec-natal
causes,  There 18, therefore, great need to demonstrate
the wital need for inereased education in pre-natal period
The need for early detection and treatment ol;enan}r
abnormality in pregnancy and the value of correct nutrition
ghould be stressed. For this p leaflets mentioned
under pre-natal section are nvnihm and shonld be used
in all Infant Welfare Centres.

The ante-natal work could be carried still further if
another half-time medical officer could be appeinted. Tt
might then be possible to educate mothers still forther
in neod for ante-natal care by talks at Contros and Parents®
Clubs, illustrated by films, &e.

IxraxT axp Corin WeELPARE CENTRES.

There are now 318 Infant Welfare Centres in the Btate
and only 27 out of 197 shires are not contributing to some
form a{ infant welfare service. This extension of the
wark is very pleasing and there is much evidence of wide-
spread appremation of this service, particularly m conn
districts, e.g., Centres have been established at M ,
Charlton, Dighy, Bendoe, Bonang, Tallarook, &e.

Many Infant Welfare Centres in the country have shown
intercst in the formation of pre-school m but this
work is hindered by the diffieulty of obtaining trained
personnel.

The importance of natural feeding is stressed in all
Infant Welfaro Centres and in all tmining schools, but the
fipures in this Report are not satisfactory and many children
are still weaned during the first fow wealks of life.

In this copnection it is satisfactory to note that the
Government has approved of the appeintment of a full-
time medieal officer for infant welfare. It is hoped that
it may be possible for this officer to make s nutritional
survey of expectant and nursing mothers and infants
throughout the Infant Welfare Centres,

An increased award rate given by the Hospital Nurses'
Wages Board has led to an increase m infant welfare sisters
salaries. This has been met by the Government Hi"iﬂf an
inoreased subsidy to the municipalities from the 1st July,
1546, when £200 will 'I:-ﬂ]giw.n per annum for each full-time
infant welfare sister employed. Departmental salaries have
also been raised as & result of the award,

TraveLnweg Faciirres.

The Government pays subsidy of £330 por annum to
Victorian Baby Health Centres’ Association for their
caravan, and also subsidies to the extent of £150 per anoum
those municipalities’ contributing to the Association Cara-

van Service,

Four mobile units are provided by the Government, the
only cost to the muonicipalities included in this serviee
being an annual payment equivalent to one-half the salary
and travelling expenses of the cironit npurse. An extension
of this mobile service is desirable.

In rural areas, where car transport expenses are incurred
by the Infant Welfare nurse in the performance of her
duties, a transport subsidy is now payable to the muni-
pality concerned. This is equivalent to approximately
one-half the expenditure paid by the municipality.

LITERATURE.

Governmont approval hos been given for the E-ovidm £
of literature in such gquantity that it will be a bla free
for all Infant Welfare Centres, kindergartens, medical

ractitioners, &o. This literature will provide information
Elﬁl‘ﬂlﬂ-ﬂ tant mother and also for the mother in the
care of infant and pre-school child. It will ensure uni-
ﬁﬁitj'nﬂuchingud help to co-ordinate all branches of

ild care. :

Toe * Guing To Inrant FREDING .

Adopted az a text book for Infant Welfare nurses and
medical students has been revised by the late Director, and
Dr. Kate Camphell, and will shortly be in the hands of the
printar,

IXCREARED STAFF.

During the year more couneils have increased their
Infant Welfare Centre nursing staffs in an endeavour to
provide for their mothers the minimum time of ten minutes
per case and thus mamtain the efficiency of the Centre.
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Yoruwrarny Hevrrers.

During the war years some Centres have experienced
diffieulty in obtaining voluntary help. It is lmm that
now a number of women are freed from war-time activities
they will turn their attention to this branch of service,
thus enabling the Infant Welfare sister to coneentrate on
the essential ﬂuﬁ of her work. In several Centres Red
Urw:fhalpus ave offered to help rogularly with the weigh-
ing

Home Hevrers,

Public attention has been drawn throughout the year to
the disahbilities and difficulites with which the expectant
mother and mother of young children contends. Owing
h.'- the ommrdmg of our obstotric hospitals mothers have

with their babies as early a= the sixth

d;éq:ld have been compelled to grapple anaided with the

Ities of young children and usmtable homes, Certain

mumnicipal munula. notably Eew, have instituted a system
of home helpers for such coses.

In the coming year the Government has decided to

ngurate Government assistance for such Home Help

Bnhmu. It is hoped that other municipalities will en.
deavour to provide such a serviee.

PrE-scHOOL.

graduate course of education in
child for registered Infant Welfare
nurses has been appreciated. Up to date thirteen nurses
have completed this conrse and 56 mothereraft nurses have

l.hn 'u.nd-lrt-lhn a pu -school course,
md;mn pri-school educational auusmrvianru
m the Ebpa:tment-—-ﬂlu Freda Goldenberg
Frmm Emmerson. Miza Emmerson has super-

rnnd the various Flay Centres.

Memicar Orrces.

Approval has also been given the Government for
the appointment of & full-time medical officer to supervise
the health of pre-school children. It is also hoped some
provision for psychistric services may be obtained.

Musictrar. Mentcar Orricen.

Where a municipality has many preschool groups,
Infant Welfare Centres, ante-natal clinics, &e., the appoant-
ment of an expert child welfare medical ufﬁnur has bean
suggestod.

Such an officer would work under the Medical Officer of
Health on the lines adopted by the City of Melbonrne for
its child welfare work. The Government has approved of
subsidizing snch an officer in the ensuing year.

PrE-scaool. Cominn DEvELoPMEXT (FFICER.

Buch an officer may be appointed by & municipality to
sapervise various kindergartens and play groups in the
municipality. Part of her work would be to further

t education and also to advise ts on pre-school
educational matters at local Infant Welfare Centres when
i Government subsidy for such an officer may aleo

hpmw;lndmthnmmngrm

BUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS,

(1) That the teaching of ante-natal infant welfare and
pre-sohool ssctions of the Department be aided by oltain-
g suitable films, e.g., nutrition, infant and child ears, e,

(%) That the szervices provided by the Government
through this Department be also publicized by making of
films, posters, &e.

(3) That o further bhalf-time medical officer be obtained
for work in ante-natal supervision centres and for instruc-
tion of mothers in importance of ante-natal care,

(#) That further staffing of Infant Welfare Centres by
mfant welfare =sters (on basis of one nurse to not more
than 4,500 attendances per annum in fifteen hoors o week
Centre) be made to incrense opportunity for more pre-natal
care, natural fecding adviee and assistance and detailed
nutritional advice.

(5) That the importance of appomtment of child develop-
ment officers in municipalities be emphasized,

(6} That municipal councils be urged to set up Home
Help Schemes along lines of Government snbsidy.

(T} That where a monicipality has numerous child welfare
netivities the importance of medieal supervision of such
e stressed.

(8) That provision of further facilities for the traini
of pra- n.n:h-ml officers and of infant welfare and mothers ﬂé
nurses in pre-school eare be made by the Government.

{9} That in the interest of public nutntion (and of
growing children in particolar) Governments shall prevent
the impoverishment of our natoral eereal foods by owvar-
refinement and shall lay down suitable standards for whole
meal bread, for fortifying all flonr with mixed whole gram
cereals for prepared breakfast foods.

(100 That efforts be made to inorease natural fesding :—

{a) By correct nutrition of mother in pre-natal and
nursing stage.

{b) By expert attention i stage of establishment of

lactation in mothers by midwives specially
trained in essentials of natural feeding.

() By provision of satisfactory home help.
(d) By good mothercraft.

(11} That a clean and safe cows' milk supply be main-
tained.

(12) That the extension of dental serviees for young
children be made and subsidized as soon as possible.

W. BARBARA MEREDITH, M.B., BS.,
Acting Director of Maternal, Infant and Pre-school Welfare.
drd Feliroary, 1947,
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APPENDIX B.

A S

REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF TUBERCULOSIS, VICTORIA.
SUMMARY OF WORK—YEAR ENDED JUNE, 1:46.

Area of Victoria 87,884 =q. miles.
Population 2 080,630
Awnuar Deare Bate rEr 1,000,000,

e Ruperiny | Konshnioy | Tokewionds
1925 .. 2 BS1 B2 803
1929 .. 405 ol 558
1930 .. 45 a7 &S
1931 .. 481 &8 oS40
1938 .. 450 78 it
1933 .. s . 4l L] 471
1934 .. 411 T4 485
1635 .. il 64 478
1936 .. I 412 Gl 471
1837 .. = a54 &l 435
1838 ., ve a8z 47 44
1839 .. g 402 44 460
1940 .. 353 a4 427
1941 . 397 L 52
1842 .. 402 45 #H7
1843 .. 323 52 375
1844 .. 340 a7 3T
*I045. . 323 4l aE8

* Bnhjecd to rovision.

Bince my last report, the war has ended and some
improvement has taken place in the staffing of institutions.
Whereas throughout the whole period of the war 200
beds wers unoccupied, now there are only 136, and it is
anticipated with the increase in salaries and improved
conditions for stafl, these beds will be available for patients
awniting adimission.  Although peace has come there is
likely to be a transition period before ex-serviee personnel
eottle down and staff difficulties are expected to disappear
only gradually.

Wi have adopted the following procedurs for the selection
of in-patients :—
(1) Re-admission of patierts who have already had
aanatorium treatment at some time i reduoced
as much as possible.

(2) Advances casen are referred for  domiciliary
trentment, unless their home conditions or the
presence of young children in the home require
that the case be sepgregated.

(3) Blowly progressive cases have been referred for
bed rest at home during the waiting period
and have been admitted to sanatorinm later.

(4) Prionty is given, as far as possible, to carly cases
whoe would bencfit most from sanstorium
treatment, and to those eases for whom artifical
Fnﬂumuthn:lmx trentment, at an early date,
18 indicated.

INSTITUTIONS.
— Male, | Femals | Total
Bepa mow AvamLaeLe wor Recermiow oF PULMONART
TuskrcvLosts Cases 13 VICTORIA.

Gromwell Sanatoriuns, Mont Park 182 192
Hoathorton Sanatorium, Cheltenbam 124 124
Giro nvale Sanatorium. Broadmeadows . . o 1] ]
Contral Hoapital, Melbourns .. 42 42 B4
Anstin Hospital, Heidolberg .. B4 + 128

Anstin  Hospital, Heidelberg (Children's
Ward) e i TS [} [ 12
Dunatan Chalot, Hoyal Park .. 19 [ 19
Elsanat Shaw Chalet, Royal Park o i 12 12
Bendigo Chalst, Bendige i et 14 Ly 24
Ballarat Chalet, Ballarat - s [ & 12
a83 40 Toa

Brps vxpEr CONSTRUCTION.

Greonvale Sanstorinm 144 144
Heathorton Sanatorinm 72 T2
Mikdura Chalet T T 14
Hamilton Chalet T T 14
Horsham Chalet T T 14
‘Wangaratta Chalot T 7 14
Bale (Ex-B.AA.F. Hospital) .. as 18 18 36
kL a2 308

BEDS T0 DE AVAILABLE 1N 1047,
i il | o2 Il.ﬂll.

Figures set out below show increass of beds sines 1927
being 84 more than shown in my last Report.
1927
1946

413
T

BTATE SANATORIA BOARD.
Heatherton, Greenvale, and Gresswell Sanatoria are
controlled by the BState Sanatorin Board, comprising
eight (8) members appointed by the Minister. They
are representatives of National Council of Women of
Victoria, the Australian Natives' Association, business
men, and hospital and social workers, with the State
Director of Tubercuolosis sz Chairman, ie, Mr.
W. J. Lynch, SBecretary, and Mr. W. Paterson, tor.
The follewing are the present members of the Board :(—
Dir. J. Bell Fergusom, State Director of Tuberculosis
(ohairman) ez-gffieio,



Mr. Edgar Rouse—Managing Director of Hodak

ﬁtm},

Sir bert Gﬁp 1 Directar of Australian
Paper Man turers £

Mr. C. J. Gates—Commissioner of State Savings Bank
of Vietoria,

Dr. A, Haywood—Ezecutive of Australian Natives®
Aszgcintion.

Mrs. Herbert Brookes—Member of Committee of

ment of Alfred Hospital.

Mrs. D A, 8kene—Executive of the National Couneil
of Women of Vietoria,

Mr. T. E. Meek—Member of Committee of Management
of Royal Melbourne Hospotal,

The Board's functions are to—

(i) Make recommondations (subject to the approval
of the Minister and the Publiz Servies gllﬂl'd:l
regarding the number, status, and salaries or
wiges of the SBanatoria stafl.

(ii) Appoint and remove—temporary female staff
only.

(it} Allot duties of members of SBanatoria staff.
{iv) Have general control of Sanatoria repairs, new
buildings, furnishings, &o.

(v) Marebers have the power of inspection at any
time and to exercise a general supervision over
the workings of the Institutions to assure a
high standand of eficiency.

INSTITUTIONS,

METROPOLITAN.
GRESSWELL SANATORIUM.
Medical Superintendent :
Dr. D, B. Rosenthal—192 Beds (Male Patients).

Due to the increase in staff, it has now been poasible to

open one of the two new 2&-bed wards built in 1942, and
beds are now occoupied with prospects of the other
being o at an early date,
Benior Medical Officer has now been provided with
roomed cottage with an attractive garden, do.
improvements are being made to the ga dens
by the Curator of Gardens and Grounds,
k. whosa services have been made available by
Mental Hypi authorities for all our sanatorin.
He visita monthly.

To provide optimum accommodation for the domestic
and nursing staff, approval has been given to the ercction
of a modern nurses’ home in the sanatorium grounds to
accommodate 140.

The comfort of the patients has not been overlooked
plans are envisaged for the provision of a new
reoreational hall and an additional occupational therapy

Fois

]
3

EEE
1

question of nurses’ quarters acute
found in acoommodating the extra stafl
g This was solved for the time being by the
generous co-operation of the neighboring Mental Hespital
ﬁ?ﬂbl’ukbyhpm?hhnufmuumﬂﬂpiﬂd

Oecupational Therapy.

Continued interest is being taken in this valuable work
and nearly um patient is occupied in some type of work
of helpful instructive character. Exhibitions of
handerafts have been held on two cecasions, and the value
of the exhibits on each occasion were worth in the vicinlty
The turaover has now reached £4,234, com i

expand this work in the direction of voeatioaal training
0 that certain selected patients may actuslly learn some
occupation of value while in sanatorium which will serve
s o means of livelihood on discharge.

GREENVALE SANATORIUM,
Medical Superintendent ;
Dr. M. E. Playle—05 Beds {Female Patients).

I have now to rmport, that owing to staT being
forthcoming, the new 21-bed ward was opened and the
institution is now fully occupied.

Frovision was made in the plans for additional wings
to the T2-bed ward which has been under construction
for some time. The wing: and an additional floor will
accommodate in all another 72 beds, and when finished
will bring this new block to 144 beds with considerabls
saving in constructional costs, The beds availabla will
then be 200. This additional number of beds requires
extension to the administration block as previously planned,
The Recrcation Hall, which is a converted building from
Coode Island, is shortly to be replaced by a modern hall
actommedating approximately 350 patients and staff. Plana

have now been developed, and it is anticipated work will
commence at an eardy date. This amenity i long
overdus.

Amenities for stafl are being improved. A new concrete
tennis court has beon constructed in place of the existin
clay court. Improvements to the swimming pool nnﬁ
also & nine-hole polf course are under constrostion,

The grounds are assuming & pleasant appearance under
the skilled instruction of Mr. 1. McSwan, Supervisor of
Sanatorium Gardens and Grounds, in collaboration with
the sanatorinm gardeners. Many new lawns have been
prepared and sown and shrabs planted.

Oeewpational Therapiy.

Patients have continued under the goidance of Mrs.
Bnow, who made ocoasional voluntary wisits, to earry on
oconpational t]mrng_v in the new well equipped and
lighted block provided for this purpase,

Unfortunately, we have been unable to obtain the services
of & qualified and whole-tims instructress in handerafts.
With the help of the Anstralian Red Cross Bociety we
bope to obtain this in the ncar future,

HEATHEERTON BANATORIUM,
Medical Superintendent : Dr. H. Watson.
(124 beds—Female Pationts.)

Sinee the Government assumed full fnancial and
administrative responsibility for the moagemont of
this institution i February, 1945, the State Sanntoria
Board is endeavouring to bring the administration of
this institution imto line with the other sanatoria.
Certain improvements have been made, such as renovations
to the domestic quarters and also attention to buildings
around the institution with miny structural repairs.

A now 72-bed three-storied ward is now under constroc-
tion and is to be completed in 1M7. Government
approval has been obtained for the erection of a second
‘I'I;'bed ward of similar design. Approval hos been given
for the erection of a mew home to accommodate 132
members of the domestic and nursing staff.  Plans have
been prepared and temders called. These T2-bed unita
are atpﬂm latest design oand well reflect great credit on
the authorities concerned.

The gardens and grounds of the institotion are
improved umder the direction of the Supervisor
Banatorium Gardens and Grounds, Mr, D. McSwan,
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{evpantinnnl - Thera g,

A full-time mstroctress, Miss E. Keys, is now employed
at the institution five days weekly, and appreciation of
her instruction is manifested oo letters received from
patients and relations. A= in the other institations,
the Board iz endeavourmg to extend these activities
Plans are being prepared for the present Recreation Hall
to be enlarged amd exten provision will be made for
occupational  therapy by altenng  accommodation
unnﬂn.-l.‘ |.|'|Li.|-:|il|.!|;.

AvstTiy HosriTar,
Dr. Hiary Roche—Medical Superintendent.
(140 beds, 84 males, 44 females, 12 children )

The Austin Hospital continues to be the surgical contre
for tuberculosis cases where the honorary services of Mr.
C. J. Officer Brown are available.

As in the case of other Imstitutions, sho of stafl
has eansed the clesure of 72 of the 140 beds available,
and it 15 hoped that these will be re-opened with the
publication of the next Annual Report.

SUrMMARY OF SuRGical WorK AT THE AvsTIN HOSPITAL.
Operations af .-hrmn Hozpital Surmtorium Words— Year 1945-46.

I | i S i | Austin Tospital Pathests Only,
Type of Opeeation, of Opera | TUarr | Made. | Femute. WA
: thina |1:"t|.l|.-ﬂl.l Arrested, | Improved,| 185G, | Worse, | Died,
| e | | |
Thoracoplasty " L ] 12 19 ' 8 [ 2 1 2
Momakli suction drainago : | L0l 1 Lo 1
Phronie norve oporations— .. " | i : 1 [y 4 1
Crash .. i L gl LR 7 T () | 15 24 2 |
Recrush. .. as - . 21 | 2 | 2 !
Evulsion e A a: 6 | & | 3 |
l’lui:‘lrﬂ poritenents induced (associnted | | | :
ith: phroaie pasalysis) .. i [ i 1 | awe|rec
Thorscoscopy for slbosion section | a5 I B 4l BB | 5 | o3 : 2
Bronchosoople oxamination .. | 2 2 1 1 8 | 3 | i
Avesriy  Hospital Sasarorivu—Ilst Juoy, 19456, To Duxstax Cuarer, Movst RovaL.

Homm Juxe, 1946,
Austin Patients enly—drtificial Preumothorar [nductions,

1 male
5 (2 male, 3 females)

Attempted without sucoess . .
Induced and maintained

Plewral Lavage for Tuberoulous Empyema.
Kumber of patients 4 (3 male, 1 female)
CexTral HospiTAL
(84 beds—42 female, 42 male.)
. A. Penninglon—Medical Director.
Mr. ©. H. MeVilly—Addministralor.

Following the acquisition of the Old Melbourne
Hospital by the State Government, 84 tubereulosis beds
were made available in July, 1945,

It is hoped to extend fagilities for some of the more
modern methods of sorgieal treatment, in addition to

similnr motivities, at the Awnstin Hospital where theatre
sccommodation is restricted.  In addition to  tuber-
culosis beds it is proposed to have a Cancer, General,
and Venereal Disenses Hections, A highly-qualified staff
was secured, chiefly composed of ex-service medical offioers,
amnd np|min.tmt'nru made on a sessional basis.

Owing o norsmg and domestic staff shortages, D:-Eﬁ
42 beds wore used.  This dlfhl,‘.llH.T_'i' it is anticipated,

b owvercome as the stafl position improves.

From th July, 1945, when the 42 beds were used,
until the date of compilation of this Report, 156 patients
were admitted including 46 males, 90 females,

Fifty-three patients had some form of surgical treat-
ment. This treatment included Artificial Prneumothorax,
Phrenie  Crush, Pmumcépenmmum, Lobectomy, and
ten  Thomeoplastics, nineteen  wdhesion  sections
were performed,

(1% male patients.)
This Chalet, of total capacity of nineteen beds, is still

proving & great help in chronic male patients
without relatives or funds, and, d.u the year, dealt
with 13 admissions, 4 deaths.

Bince its opening in December, lﬂi&. 362 patients hﬂ-
been admitted.
Eveasor Spaw Cuaver, Movst HRovat.
(12 femals patients.)
This Chalet, of total eapacity of twelve beds, is Ihu.- ﬂ}l
lncing of chronic female patiemts withoot relatives or
?n.'u.dunmlhud umr,dmltwﬂh'lﬂhm
(i3 d.mt:ha:rgﬂ a.nﬂlmgi
Binee its o in December, 1942, 63 II‘I
hesn udmﬂ.te?umg b
Whilst these male and female beds are ﬂ.nluhh
thmni;m urgmtnmdhrmmmthnﬂmbﬂnﬁbﬂl
for indigent patients, and it would be
.rmorﬁamrmmmm ok
Mpmﬁdunddmmulmmmmnd;mumk:&uhudhi
Covxmry BeEp AccoMmonaTion,
|!‘t:::rl,t:«fl Iut year, the Government has

ufnnallﬂhhh,umhn!'
bcdb.mthagmnnﬂaul'nertunﬂu 'Wm:i

iz still in progress at Mildura, Hamilton, “and

W, tta, and it is intended later to build Chalats
at Geelong, Bale, Mooroopna, and Warrnambool.

Barrarar Cmaver.

(6 male and 6 female patients.) -

Thia Chalet, com six male and six female beds,

Eﬁh}i;lt?nmwthaﬁmﬂmm] ]:.In.ﬂlldfhl

D'WJII.E!— L

Male. | Female

Mnlnim 3 e B
wk = 5

Total,
15
12
Deaths 2

wa s
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Sinee it opening in May, 1940, 137 patients have been
admitted, T0 males and 67 femalea,

Bexoiao CHALET.
(14 male and 10 female patients.)
This Chalet, comprising fourteen male and ten female
beds, is situated in the grounds of the Base Hoapital,
and handled the following :—

e Male. Female, Total,
Admissions oy e 1s 12 n
Discharges .. i - ] 12 2
Doatha .. . 2 5 2 7
Since its ing in October, 1933, 537 patients hawve
heen i 279 males and 258 fomales
BaANATORIA ACTIVITIES.
Admissbons. Déschargrs. Deaths,
Tsntftution.
Male. | Female. | 3Male [r-_.u. Male. | Female.
Auatin e a2 1og L2 08 15 a
Greenvals *loa " 72 - 14
Grosswell 130 105 10
Hosatherton .. 124 10 o 3l
Ballurat Chalot & 1o & T = 2
Bendigo Chalet 15 12 0 13 5 g
Dunstan Chalot 13 =3 4 > 5
Elvanor Bhaw
Chalet v 7 [} 3
185 3549 187 295 45 i
Tatal T T . T .

Duration oF Stay oF PATiENTS I¥ SANATORIA.

The following figures have been arrived at by averaging
the stay, mﬂi.?k&mg eorrection for unduly short periods,

due to or where patients have left at own request—
Gresawell .. i 12 months
Heatherton 12 months
Greenvale .. & months
*Auatin 4 montha

» Ansiin Kosplial as the Surgieal Cesdre [ncludes a number of iforl tafm bads.

CONBULTING SURGICAL, BADIOLOGICAL,
LARYNGOLOGICAL, DENTAL, AND OPTHALMIC
BERVICES.

Coxsvrtivg THORACIC SURGEONS.

Mr. C. J. Officer Brown, Burgeon, continues to visit
each Banatorium regularly, whers, in consultation with
the Btate Director and the Medical Buperintendent, all
gonsidered and recommendations made for

cages
surgical treatment where necessary.

Mr. F. J. Colahan, in a honorary capacity, performs
eertain ﬁ;hm of such work at St Vincent's ital,
as also Mr. F. Heyward at the Central Hospital.

RanloLocist SERVICES.
Dr. Thwaites has, since 1940, made his services available
a8 Honorary Radiclogist to Heatherton Sanatorium.

-

OFTHALMIC SERVICES.

We continwe to have the services of Dr. Ellen J. AL
Day, who wisits each Sanatorium frequently for the
Eu;pma of examining patients who have some visual
eleet,

The supply of glasses to the poorer patients at o flat
rate per Eﬂ:ﬂﬂ has continued unlﬁ:lhe arrangement with
the Eye and Ear Hospital and has continued to prove
satisfactory.

DexTaL SERvVICES.

Visiting dentists still attend Banatoria regularly on o
sessionnl basis.

Lar¥roorocist SeRvices.

Dr. Walter Williams continnes his visits to  the
Sanatoria for examination of patients requiring attention
to car, noss, and throat, He also attends the Central
Tuberculosis Bureau on one half-day each week.

It will be seen, therefore, that our Sunatoria patients
have available to them highly-specialized services which
are much apprecinted.

MASE RADIOGRAPHY.

Dr., K. Hattav—Farr-rive Svreevisor or Mass
Raptocrarny,

Dr. K. Hallam reports that no fresh advances were made
in the 1945-48 poriod, except that a centre was opensd
in Cotober, 1945, at the Sacred Heart Hospital, Moreland,
it the municipahity of Brunawick,

The centres at South Melbourne, Newtown (Geelong),
Williumstown, Prahran, and Bromswick have been
examining members of the civil population, a statistical
survey being appended. He reports that, s part-time
Bupervisor of Masa Radiography, he has travelled
extensively in country districts to ascertain the best
mathod of approach to surveys m such districts and to
confer with | anthorities,

The City Health Officer of Melbourne was interviewsd,
and talks with the Hoporable the Minister of Health
and the Consultative Council on Tuberoulosis have
resulled in & better perspective of the problems invelved
in an extensive campaign of Mass Radiography.

Dr. H. Maxwell James has recently visited T.5.A.
and Canads with Mr. C. J. Officer Brown, Consulting
Thoracic Surgeon, on behalf of the Governmont, He
reported that the opinion there favours intensive local
efforta in chosen areas at one tim: in a specified period
rather than diffuse effocts for a whole State,

A Bpecial Committes on Masa Radiogeaphy, attended
by Dra. J. O'Sullivan, C. Eddy, K. Hallam, and the State
Direetor of Tuberculosis, wis co-opted to the Consultative
Council on Taberculosis. Their mun recomm:mdations
wers 1—

(1)} That a full-tims Supervisor of Mass Radiography
be appointed, his titla to be SBupervisor of
Mass X-ray Surveys, whose duties would be
to have control and supervision of Mass
Surveya under the direction of the State
Director of Tuberculosis,

(%) That two micro-radiographic transportable units
be ordered, such umits to be transported in
3-ton trucks, one unit to be used in the city
and one i the country, this to be regarded
is & beginning as a total of eight units would
be required, five for the metropolitan area
and thres for the country area.

The prevalmee and danger of undeteoted cases of
pulmonary tuberoulosis in the commanity are woll knewn
and the effiviency of micro-radiography in cass finding
is proven. The blue printa for mass radiography are
drown up, and those concerned in the problem are ready
to inte sction when stall and materials are made
availabla.



40

Lireat n-!\'unﬂm 'i]'. the T:-f]miilm' af h'l1rn=--n'Ll.|il'l_[:l'ﬁ|l1!|_\'

have been made by Dr. C Eddy and his staff o the
Commonwenlth X-ray and Radium  Instituie ot the
Melbourne [Iﬂi'\'-l"r.i.'i‘.h', It i= t|l'lilt'.\1| 1w ||]!|||-JI'|" their

methods as spon as possibile.

Mopie Caesr X-mav Uxir.

With the prospeect af oltaining the ML EREATY tratnad
teghnicians the Government s likely to procecd with

It is hoped to appoint a Supervisor of Mass Radio-
raphy and at a lu.lm' data En}hdn further transportable
i-m\r units as the scheme develops.

Cextrar Tuveercvrosiz Bureav.

ra phy of tuberculosiz  comtacts, puhblic
mw-.uta, B;ﬁgra groups has  been  contimued
efficicntly doring t'h.e past vear by the X-ray atafl,
Messrs, J. Lomg and F. Taylor.

A high standard has besn maintained.

! AL g : Apart from the micros shown hereunder, large films
ita scheme for the provision of a travellmg X-rav oni®  Lave alse been taken of chests and sinuses st  this
i country areas in the coming vear, Burean and others,
Summary of Micre Esaminations—Central Tuberculosis Buresu.
Large |
- Misron. ! HHme KAD, | Quisscent, | Active, Heart, ﬁ
—— —_—— —_— = : F =
{a} Contacts of Known Tuberoulosis Patienta— |
Make .. i an . , 1831 | .
Femals . . I 1En .
Total i i 3,814 180 fh Ak 5 & 5
(h) Cibre—Gonoral P-:rpuhllm— I ;
Teaohers i i 1,064 22 1 2 1
Queon Viotoria |Il:il'|ill-ﬁ-1 . 1k . .. |' i .-
Gias l'_l‘a;-mp-.ny o ) B2 2 2 £r
Greenvale Stafl .. L e ) (9
Hontborton Staff & wa ' aa
Burean Siaff o 11k t = - &
h:unuh Dopartment ] ool | 1 i 1 .
olilashan and H.tlhrg 57 1 & 1 =
H-llI.Imy'ﬁ e & . i | e .
Contral Hospital Seafl e 4 | 3 | o s
Morey Hospital .. 12 wa vi R g i
Aboxapulor anuu Lad. . 15 cic. 1 | b
+ Behool Legalors moad !\!.ntlmrm‘l't :'mrm | S 1 | ] 1 | =5
i 1y Club ] aa | : 5=
Ateatisn Haet fhves Saciety S 4 : . 2
. Andrew's Hoapital .. 14 1 | 1
|}
Total 5354 TE T T | = ] 5
|
Muxicipal CenTrES, Willsamstoton —The rkI:II.I.h:Il:"I.'ﬂ' of examinees N-rayed
B Micra B il wis 4,315,  Good work continues to be done here under
pmoaygf Mioes Spretiinn the enthusiastie control and guidance of Dr. Coutts and
I e 1" W "% Mrs. Caithness of the Red Cross.
Costre. Nomper | Homber | Humber of {f) Prahran.—8pools of films are taken Irum time to time
Knamined. | phiwarly | Combered o of contacts, and of those who come %ﬁuﬂr
f Fnrthepupouufhavmgnmmﬂnhhn, being
Newtown (Gvolong) 1,786 | a | X-rayed :I“““E the year. e
3 South Melbourne, —S-tudy WO boen done st this
AL e e i 2 | : Centre, where 5,28M examinces were X-rayed.
Prakran U 13 2 Brunswick—This Centre is attached to the Sacred
- | Heart Hospital, Moreland, and since its in
Willinmsstown | 4315 | 6 i 15 0 h..“ 1945,  has ] p it m
Brunswick - | 1,088 i 1 3 EXAMINEES.
| I Before any of these Centres work in full eapacity
l considerable propagands and publicity 'l1l.l ‘have to be
Taotsl 13,843 471 | 0% undertaken.
SUMMARY, BUREAUX ATTEXDANCES, ETC.

Excloding contacts 15451 have been microed.
Of that number 478 (2-9 per cent.) were suspects, amd
of these 110 (0°23 per cent.) were conside probably
active tuberculosis cases.

Rexmanks.
Municipal Centres.

Newiown  (Geclong).—At this Centre, 1,786 examinees
were X-rayed. The work had eased off due, presumably,
to lack of pro a. When this is in full food, as
we hope it will be in the near future, full use should be
made of this Centre.

o | s, [l
Bareuz, [ e I | | e
APPFIDE- | how Fitmp, | Screens, E
Casra

Comtral . . 5,223 (25400 7 3
Balkarat B0 7756 ﬁ Jﬂ ]ﬁ
ek A Ll S
Prahran a23 | 783 | mme | .. 1
Total 6,103 | 20,053 8,673 3,669 | 2102
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Numser oF CoxTtacts Examizen.

TrAI¥EES X-rRATYED FoR Fouxpuing HosriTans—

Broapueapows axp East MeLsoUnsEe.
Mamber | Numiber of i '
- LR B i o S | e Kumber Examinel. Posbive. 1 Hegutive,
inations. | (0l _and
9 .. L) 2 = ( 18
Contral 456 2,253 2,11 4324
Ballaret - g aas it Pre-Sciioon Motnerceart Nunses X-raveD.
Bendigo 0 163 a64 617 {Arranged through Department of Health.)
Gewlong a5 135 aTa 10 1
Number Esamloed, | Positive, Megstive,
Prahran 7 B4 51 19 :
|
Total 7 1 747
T i
Cetiacks»owmd giﬂ,,::iam:‘ Wh fiomaLippe Visrmxe Numses' AcTIVITIES
Bureaux— [
Central 76 First i e
t bt Hifpauk. Visits, Hevlalta. w
Bendigo B
Geelong 2
Pﬂhﬂ‘h 3 Central 830 3818 1,235
E Ballarat 15 12 48
Total & = -98 per cent. 2
o Bendigo .. o = a2 314
Numper oF Coxrtacrs Exammvep By VoriMer Parcn  Geslong .. i i 37 401 107
S Frahran 20 127 | 4
Results,
i
1 Member Tatal wa e i T3 5,082 1,737
— H-mw.i'mm Krgative, n%u Al S |
Heanli e
Total wisita B,305
Contact of cases with
Positive sputem o | o) o= 1 Owing to the great increase in the work at the Burean,
Cosas e dieee Wi the attendance of nurses has been required more often
negalive sputum i 92 5 i 17 than previously, and they, therefore, have not been able
o4 i | to do gquite the same amount of wvisiting. Difﬁnum
Sooiast ol s with oo of transport and petrol shortage have also contrib
sword ol eputum L al @ | 1 to the smaller number of nurses’ visita paid this year.
Contact of cass with oo . - . An extension of the scheme of visiting nurse to country
y i l areas will commence shortly with the appointment of
Total 201 88 | me | s Miss V. Stenborg to the Western Health srea. It is
i | hoped that this service will be later extended to other

Resvrr oF X-may, ET0., o Posrmive Vourser Test,

B& . an 1 | B3 4

Arrricants ror Mixers' Permisis
ALLOWAKCES,

Result of Investigation,

IxvEsTIGATION OF

Contral 14 ] 3 2 +
Ballarat 12 L] - 4+
Bondigo 9 4 'l 1

Total .. | 35 15 & 2 L)

Country Health areas in the Stats.

TREATMEKRT.

dArtificinl Preumothoraz.

At present, 210 patients are receiving the above
treatmont, as set out below = —
Turesyy, Male. Femnle Total.
Central 8 87 14
Ballarat .. . 0 B 8 16
Bondige .. i . 5 8 13
Gealong 5 3 8
Prahran
At Sanatoris | - i | 1] 43
At Austin .. v o 12 14 28
Tatal e 114 210
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Varmovs TREATMENTS.
The following table sets out the number of patients

dlarhurged from Sanatorin to varicns Bureaux  for
continnation of special treatment ;(—
LT T, Tubercslin, .' A.F, Treatmest,
|
Central " 7 - pitl 80
Ballsrat il
Banidige 4
Geelong 8
Frabhran | 1
1
Total .. o] i 108
THORACOPLASTY.

This form of collapse therapy is carried out chiefly
at the Aunstin Hospital, which iz regarded as our
surgical tuberoulosis centre.  Hesults of these operations
over o poricd of years are shown below :—

Resulis of Knmwn Operations Performed since 1930 at
Avstin Hospital or Elsewhere,
Coxprrios oF Pamests—June, 1946,

Is
Biuali=
§ria,

Kot
| Kmowrn,

: I
L3
| Well, | LA it his,

Year.

i
of
Pallenta.

s
F

10y
1l
ez
1ok
104
1035
166
1837

19349
140
1941 -
1842 |
1043 5 |
1844 P
1845

Tatal

-
S n S e e

——

i
- P
D D e gD

Ry

. "
P Y-

123 = O G B Dn D =3 AF 8 B B8 48 51 B2

[T R P P

T i B
I3|I$|In

(-]
=

1
| w!

- | 138 L]

Total alive, &5-2 por cent.

Bequests REcEivED (as at 30th June, 19486).
Gresswell Sasatorism,

Thomns Baker (Eodak), Alice Baker, and Eleanor
Shaw Benefactions—
Building of Occupationn]l Thermpy Workshop 1,450
Machinery for Ocoupational Therapy Workshop 250
Felton Bequests Committese—
Building of Kicsk .. 7
Wireloss Equipment

250
150

Freenvale Sanalorivm.
Thomas Baker (Kodak), Aliee Baker, and
Elsanor Shaw Benefactions—

Library 2

Talkie Equi ment -

Clegupati Therapy :Eqmpmnt:l
Felton Bequests Committes—

Wireless Equipment

ooo "

g EBE-

=]

£ s d
Estate of the late Mrs. Anne Davies —
One sixteenth part of mut-:-—-rmwd
date b . BOT1T S
Pmndmi from this Fund-—
Xora 3 330 8 6
Mu.nh;-l Wirclosses .. 85 1 6
Bed Tables for Patienta 6 9 2
New Wirelesa (1943) 289 15 0
Eodak (Australasia) Pty Ltd.—
Talkie Equipment ™ o0

Eamtanfthuhul!m]iltchm{mdlhﬂem
residue of eatate) .. 2. 0 0

Heatherlan Sanatorium.
Estate of the late Mr. G. W. Moore

Miscellaneonus,

Estate of the late Mr. John L. Burge (amount not £
gtated, but estimated to be within the
viginity of) o s o .. 20,000
Gift by Miss Elennor M. Shaw—

Eleanor Shaw Chalet, Royal Park 3,00
GENERAL.
NEW BaRaTORIUM.
Government approval has been to the erection
of a new maly sanatorium of 400 and a site has

been chosen at Watsonia adjoining the milita mg‘
Negoudstns are proceeding for the purchase of .

Frsaxcial Avtowaxces 1o Tveercrrosis SUFFERERS.
The Commonwealth Government under the terms of

its Tuwherculosiz Aed 1M5, i3 now maki £950,000
availlable for distribution amon the States

of allowances to tuberculosia sufferers and their dependents.
It is anticipated that the scheme will be im

early in 17 and the worry of umtmum treatment
with attendant fnancial burdens will be somewhat
rilieved,

ADMINISTRATIVE  AccoMMODATION FOR TURERCULOSIS

Division.

The Honorable the Minister of Health, Mr. W. P. Barry,
M.IL.A., has approved of the Tuoberculosisa Division
ecoupying the premises adjoining the Central Tuberculosis
Bureau and formerly the Venersal Dhsease Chnse, which
has been removed to the Central Hospital.  This will
be an administrative centre and ancillary elinie to the
Central Tuberculosis Bureau to accommodate ]mm]
connected with schemes for Hu
habilitation of and financial
tuberculosia  sufferers, anti-tu muluuu puhhﬂl.r,
Renovations of the building will commence at an early
data, Ibumtandudm appoint a Supervisor of Mass
R&dmgm Supervisor of Rehabilitation, and two
full-time m-hu‘i uﬂgm with the necessary staff of X-ray
technicians, nurses, and clerks.

VISIT OF DR. H MAXWELL JAMES, CLINICAL
TUBERCULOSIS OFFICER, AND MR. 0. J.
OFFICER BROWN, THORACIC SURGEON, TO
UBA. AND CANADA.

The Government on the recommendation of the new
formed Consultative Counecil on Tulwroulosis, sent D, .
H. Maxwell James and Mr, C. J. Officor Brown to .84,
and Canada in December, 1945, and their Report is at
present be re| on the observations of the methods
used in mmspmpmd to combat tuberculosis.
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A preview of this Report shows that anti-tubereulosis
work in Victoria compares very favourably with the
work done oversens, execept that sueh work requires to
be inoreased in volume and more funds should made
available for our anti-tuberculosiz scheme.

CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL ON TUBERCULOSIS.

Reference has been made above to the Consultative
" Council en Tuberculosis. This body of members were
called together by the them Minister of Health, the
Honorable Jan Macfarlan, K.C., M.I.A., under the
i of the Health det 1944 to advise him as to the
means of combating tuberculosis, and particularly
a8 to—

(a) the measures and precautions necessary to prevent
the incidence and spread of the disease,

(b) community rmadiography s & method of
detecting the disense and of ascertaining
the effect of treatment ;

(e) the proper medical, surgical, or other maethods
B ERArs e didaie intliding the Telewatt
subjects of  convalescence,  ocoupational
therapy, rehabilitation, and provision for

dependants ;

(d) the type and location of necessary institutions ;
and

(e) any other relevant matter, subject, or thing
which, in opinion of the Couneil, will be
aof value in either the prevention of cure of
the disease and any steps that should be
taken for its ultimate tion.

The members are—
Dr. H. K. Featonhby.
Professor P. MaeCallum, Chairman.
Dr. 1. Bell Ferguson.
Dr. H. Maxwell Jumes.
Mr. C. J, Officer Brown.
C. H. Fitta.

Dr. W. W. 8. Johnston.
Dr. B. Wehster.

PREVENTION OF BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS AND
SAFE MILE SUPPLY.

Tuberoulin testing of cattle and elimination of tuberols
in herds is, a8 mentioned before, & eostly undertaking,
and will never scoure safe milk by itself. The only
prictical procedure for any Government is to secure the
Em"-fiuiun of properly-pasteurized bottled milk for all

centres of population. It is hoped this will be
undertaken as soon as practicable.

Pastourization is not suggested as a substitute for
inspection and testing. Inspection and testing shounld
be left to the Department of Agriculture.

As far ns the Health Department s concerned,
pasteurization should be inaintelfaupon. Pasteurization
will seeure a safe milk, not only from tuberculosis, but
from all disenses spread by milk,

Unfortunately, there has been delay in the Government's
putting into practice its intention to provide pasteurization
plants, owing to shortage of materials. Tt is hoped
thess plants will be installed at an early date,

I would remind the Government that in probably no
other field of medicine has more definite progress been
made than in the field of disenses of the chest, and this
has included great advances in treatment of pulmonary
tuberaulosis.

Mass X-raya Surveys proved their worth in the
Armed Forees, and it now 18 clear that such benefit must
be extomded in the fullest possible manner to the
eivilian population. Burgieal approval to certain forms
of lung tubercls has made enormous advances.

Brenchoscopy has now reached the stage where it
should be part and parcel of the routine methods used
in diagnosis and treatment in tubercolosis institutions.

Chemotherapeutic and  anti-biotie  substances are
now in view which may prove of enormous help in the
war agiainst tuberculosiz; and a safe vaceine for raising
resistance of suscaptibles is now in use.

All these advances require o skilled, enthusiastic,
well-chosen, and we]l-quuliﬁwcl porsonnel,

If we are to sccure such, the Government must offer
sufficient financial inducemonts to  attract  suitable
men and women gradoates to the Tuberculosis Serviee,
0 that they may make it their life work.

Finally, I should like to express appreciation of all
members of the staff for their work during the past year.

Although - shortages of stafl have continued these
diffigulties have been met snd surmounted as they rose
without undue complaint.

J. BELL FERGUSON, M.D.,, M.R.CP., D.P.H., FRACP,

State Director of Tuberculosis.
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APPENDIX C.

REPORT OF THE ENGINEERING DIVISION, 1945-46.

The total number of plans dealt with wons almost the
same a8 last year, the only notable alterations being o
large decrense in the number of plans of private hospitals,
and a eorresponding increase in that for plans of septic
tank asystems, Night inspections show a further
degrease, there having been only one officer on this work
for the whole wear, but the return of the Assistant

i has enabled the inspection of municipal sewage
treatment works to be fully re-eatablished.

Of the pre-war staff of eloven officers, one is still with
the Army, one has resigned, and one has transferred to
another department, while two have returmed from the
Bervipes, bringing the present staff to eight offieers.
Advertisements of the two vacant positions have brought
no suitable applications, although the salaries for both
positions have becn raised to an adequate level.

SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE TREATMENT
WORKS.

Preliminary plans for two new schemes and two revived
ones have beem submitted and examived, while several
others are on hand awaiting inspection of the proposed
disposal sites, and it is learned that numbers of other
achemes are in the course of preparation. House-
connexion work in partly-sewered towns is apgain pro-
ceeding at a moderate rate.

The return of two officers enabled the regular quarterly
inspections of all sewage-treatment works to be resumed
in Movember, 1945, with colleotion and analyses of
sewage at various s of treatment.  Besults of
eperation of the works continue to be generally satisfactory,

ugh two or three are in some difficulty owing to
deferment of maintenance work which was beyond the
unaided eapacity of the operator, and in some others,
additions to the trestment plant are becoming urgent
owing to the growth since 1939 of the towns which they
BT,

Following recommendations by the Commission,
action is being taken to provide proper administrative
buildings and amenitics for the employees at plants which
were deficient in those respects, but there is a regrettable
lnck of action in regard to proper subdivision of irrigation
preas to cuable stock to be controlled so as to get the
best results both as to disposal of the sewage effluent
and s to utilization of the fodder.

INSTITUTIONAL AND DOMESTIC SEPTIC
TANKE SYSTEMS.

The number of plans of septic-tank systems examined
hae been almost trebled, most of them being either for
camping and pienic grounds or in comnexion with

swimming pocls for country towns. In
addition there are many requests for advice and
information on the subject of installing septic tanks,
and it ssems that there is & boom in their construetion,
which, though desirable in many ways, is not well-timed
in view of the fact that their construction takes & large
amount of cement as well as stoneware pipe and sanitary
fittings, all needed for mew housing.

STREAM POLLUTION AND DISPOSAL OF
TRADE WASTES,

The mohile laboratory referred to in the last report
has been recoived, but having hod econsiderable use it
is being generally overhauled before being brought into
use,

An expert committes, consisting of representatives of
the Departments concerned and of the Melbourne and
Metropolitan.  Board of Works and the Frovineial

Bewerage Authorities has been appointed to inguire into
and advise on legislation reqlliwipum improve the
machinery for the protection of streams, and has
its first meeting. At present thers ans jons in
regard to stream  pollution umder three di Acts
for the State as a whole and under o fourth Act for the
metropolis,

Field work has been limited to following wp the
Warrnambool gase mentioned in the last report, in which
case o supeessful proseoution was launched, and to
testing the efficiency of l.glnnt provided to deal with
offending drainage from a Geelong plant.

HOSPITALSE AND BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONMS.

The figares given for the numbers of plans examined
include eght sets of sketoh plans submitted for comment
anﬂﬂ:ir:ti:i;am. gix being for Infections Blooks mhl:ﬁh'u.ilt
at epartment's expense at provincial tals,
and two for other hospital buildings.

The number af plans dealt with is disproportionate
to the amount of work actuslly being done, while none
of the infections blecks, for which sketch plans have been
approved, has yet renched the contract stage, though
th-r.? first was authonzed in October, 1944,

ABATTOIRS AND OFFENSIVE TRADES.

Plans oxamined were limited to additions, mainly
small, to abattoirs in varipus districts. There has been
a revival of interest in the extension of meat supervision
in country arens. A most encouraging instance is the
agreement which was reached at a meeting of ta-
tives of the Department and four shire councils, pden,
Heytesbury, Mortlake, and Warmnambool, for the con-
stitution of by far the largest meat area in the Btate,
which will extend from Lake Corangamite to near
Warrnambool and from a line north of the Laks to the
coast, and will be served by a single abattoir to be buile
betweon Camperdown and Tera Bites for municipal
abattoirs have been approved at n and Dayleaford,
and plans are in course of preparation.

REGULATIONS AND LEGISLATION.
Roevised regulstions dealing with Camps and Meat
Transport have been prepared and sent to the .
while & complete redraft of the Public ildi
Heg_ul.a.tinm is almost complets and includes amendmenta
to inc te the structural provisions of the Uniform
Building Regulations and to eliminate fire risks revealed
by the destruction of the t Theatre, Melbourne.
O account of shortage of stafl, it has not been possible
to complete the review of comments on the draft
regulations for public bospitals and institutions.

DIAGRAMS AND PAMPHLETS.

The septic-tank disgram has besn in great demand.
In consequénce of & genoral increass in mada
by sanitary contractors for cleaniug tanks, to from twice

to four times .war charges, an amended design,
ad for the removal of sludge b i from
o End e

beneath the liguid, has been Em
hands of the printer. 'With this design, the cost of
removing Eludge should be reduced to about one-thied
of that when whole contents of the tank have to be
bailed out. A disgram for a larger tank on the same
principle, which had been distributed in limited number
as thuph-.humbmn inted. To meat
the de for some method of ing with mightaoil
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from dwellings outside municipal-clearance areas, but
having a water v insufficient for the operation of
& septic tank, & design for a septic closet, requiring only

two or three buckets of water per week, has been p
and is amlso in the printer’s hands. Thiz is a
muodification of an American design, and the same t

of elosot, brought under the notice of the Public Wo
Department by the Engineer of this ent, has been
wséd with success for some years by the former Department
at picnie areas not provided with water supplies.

BOARDE AND COMMITTEES.

An appreciable amount of the Engineer's time is taken
up by serviee on wvarious boards and committecs. He
is exr oficce a member of the Building Regulations
Committee and o Referee under the Uniform Building

Intions, & member of the Building SBurveyor's Beard,

represants the Commission on the Export Committes
on Btream Pollution and on the Committes on Interior
IMumination of DBuoildings of the Standards Association
of Australia. He has attended in all twenty meetings in
the lnst eight months.

Mr. C. E. B. Waldron, M.2c,, continues to be Chairman
of the Plumbers and (Gasfitters Board and lus s
appended. Mr. C. Cross iz Chairman of the Cinema

tor's Board, and also ts the Commission
on the Nitro-Cellulose Commuttes convencd by the
Department of Labour. He has attended seven mectings
and three examinations of the Cinema Operators Board
and three meetings of the Nitro-Cellulose Committec,

CONFERENCE OF SEWERAGE ENGINEERE AND
OPERATORS.

Thiz Conference was again held in the Board Room
of the Melbourne and ﬁ:tmpulimn Board of Waorks,
and the guestion of the admision of trade wastes to
sewers was diseussed in all its aspects. There was the

IxsrEcTIONS.
Pray {nspections,
Building Inzpections - v ..t 1133
Tests of Machanieal Ventilation Systoms i 0
Offensive Trade Premises .. o e 16
Beptie Tank Bystems = cF 3
Butter Factory Drainage Disposal Systems L
Public Sewerage Svstems .. e b 79
Night Inspections,
Enforcement of Regulations . . 3 e 479
Collection of Air Bamples ., o o 7
Total Inspections . . 1,771
Brecial Teonsicat IxspeoTioNs.
By J. F. McDonnell, M.5z., 194516,
| o [
Diati, Dilstrct. Mattes Investigabed. | F—
|
ol R~ L SR
Seouslsg MHI | pytFection peupceed
27.%.48 | Dandenong .. | Diralnsge  Treatmest | Plant FInsnes
Flant,  Dandemong Touzd to ﬁe:ulk‘nh
Bacug Factory 1
&.4.48 | Chelses Pacific By Produsis, | Exlstieg asd
Trralnage Treatooent IF ROV T e
100440 | Dmylesford Blte propossd Abatiolr | Mﬁrﬂmfy [T
n
3.5.40 | Eynitos LILER 1hE } HME hy Com-

Srecial Tronxicar IxspecTioNs.
By E. A. Hepburn, B.C.E., A M.IC.E., 194546,

— —

usnal attendance of over 50 members. It is hoped [, Disted A Tavasticatid 0
that at the next Conference the pre-war practice of P & =i =
compiling and publishing & summary of the discussions 7 . : s
may be ahle to be resumed. 18, 7,48 | Bendige ] B s s of t spproved
2T.8.45 | Beymour a Hlie M#ﬁ:‘;ﬂ Treats !.I.lli‘_:leﬂad worih &
E. A. HEPBURN, BCE., AMICE., 11148 | Uppar Dalstite | ABlaged polhition of rives | No evidenon of polietion
Engim.‘nr. :L“;I T bt Degartmenl -
partment | vieed ab 10 Impeove:
Camp meat ol
ANNUAL REPORT, 1945-46. P38 | o | vesemtative of four | *‘proclamation ot &
S e L RO
Exciseeriza i . e Ll e L vy ima wers aultable e
e
Plans Exanined, allowed
Alteration
Clasa. of Dulklieg. e LR R REPORT OF THE PLUMEERS AND
GASFITTERS BOARD FOR 1M5-46.
The Board held five meetings. The penal powera
Thostres 1 3 ‘ of the Board are still inadequate, but amending legislation
Pictano Thostres 5 3 oy g has not been initiated,
D . " Chrahs, andi i The Board has informed the Minister that the funds
Dgﬁm e i ﬂ-ll g g-:' available from current revenue are inadequate for it to
| 3 work efficiently and to maintain an inspection staff. It
ﬁu"’tﬂ Haly n 13 ": E: has anbmitta-cl}'auwra.l suggestions for the management
Other Pablic Butldings o 10 1% of its finances to him, including recommondations that
inspectors be permanent officers of the General Health
Total Public Bulldings 4w 130 177 Branch or annual renewal registration fess be inoreased
to at least seven shillings and sixpence, which latter
m“wmm ﬁ ﬁ suggestion will require amending legislation,
Total Buildings .. i 47 173 &0 Rules have been framed dealing with the eligibility
- of applicants for registration. The concession that
Publio Eyatoms 4 & pérsans in the Forces be registered without payment
&ka“ iy + L of annual rencwal fmmdzu been terminated, hmd the
Tiotal Plans Examinad 07 174 o | return of many hund of servicemen to their eivil
oocupations has been shown in the improved income.
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APPENDIX D.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INDUSTRIAL HYCIENE DIVISION,

(1) VIBITS T FACTORIES AND WORKS.

The following table shows the number of visits to the
different kinds of factories and works :—

Activity. Wum
Type of Factory or Activity Hombar

Elootrical power house .. - Fu 5 i 11

Engineoring worka A ZE = =5 12

Accamulator werks e e e i 11}

Feurdrios, Imndlbﬂl

Foundriog, hrass a

Art

F

pe .
Motor car works

g
il LD B B B e S

7l

(2) ROUTINE INVESTIGATIONS.
Dust InvEstioaTioNs,
Investigations into the dust hazard in various parts
of the Newport Power House have been carried out, and
recommendations made to the Railways Department.

Dust investigations have also been carried out in a
foundry, refractory brick works, and in a wholesals food
manufactory. In the two former cases they revealed
a definite eilicosis hazard.

Ilut. connts of samples colleoted at & coal mine by
the Mines Department have also been made.

An examination of locally-manufastursd aluminium
dust from the point of wiew of its suitahility for use in
alumininm therapy has been carried out. It was not
suitable.

Altogether 161 dust counts wero done, and six air-borne
gamples were collected for chemical analysia.

Bexzexe InvesTicATIONS,

Investipations into the hbenzeme hazard inm  various
factories were continued and 21 determinations made.
Fourteen of these determinations revealed concentrations
in excess of the permisaible limit for continuons exposure
(50 parts per million), and ten were greater than 100
parta per million. In not all of the instances was
exposure gontinnous.  The attention of the management
was called to the conditions in each case, and the
necessity of taking steps to reduce the harzard pointed
ount where improvement wis neCessary.

IxvesTioaTions oF Lean WorkeRs.
nine blood films from workers exposed to lead
h were cxamined for basophilie stippling and for
the ratio of large to small lymphocytes,  Sixty-six
determinations of the concentration of lead in urine and
eight determinations of the concentration of lead in
human blood were earried out.
Four determinations of the concentration of lead in
the air of accumulator works were done.

The results as a whole indicate that the lead hazard
in accumulator works has not yet been removed.

1945-46.

BrEciAL INVESTIOATIONS.

The investigation into the cause of the effects suffered
by thirteen firemen at a fice in a machine shop roferned
to in the Annoal Report (1944-45) was continued, The
results of the investigation were embodied in a paper
which is to be published in the Dritish Journal of
Industrial Medicine.

The following investigations were not carried out
mainly by this Division but are mentioned as matter of
interest in which this Division took some part.  They
are probably reported on more fully elsewhere.

DermaTiTis aMoxGg Wnoanr WorgEeRs,

A considerable number of cases of dermatitis oceurred
among wharf workers engaged in unloading hay from
a ship's hold. Tests carried out by the Agriculturs
Department indicated that the pediculoides ventricilosis
mite was responsible,  Advice was given on the methods
of keeping the mites away from the body. The
Agnmllu.n: Department had charge of the treatment

the hay

Fatavrries v Saie's Tasg.

Four members of a ship’s eompany, who entered an
empty ballast tank, died ns o result of breathing air
containing insufficient oxygen. The daiintinu of oxygen
was due to extensive rusting which had gome on in the
empty tank. It is understood that wamings have been
issued to the SBhipping Authorities in regard to the danger
of such entry intn ballnst tanks. Similar coses hava
ccenrred in (ireat Britain

OccupaTioNal Disgases.

The following ceeupational diseases were reported during
the year 1945-46 :—
Bilicosis SR |
Silicosis with Tuberculosis
Lead Poisoning—
Accumulator Works
ra with lead arsonate
Tsﬁadr{;gﬂrku e i
Poisoning by p- nitrochlorbenzene
Prenmoconiosis (Foundry)
Poisoning by Eulphur Dioxide
Dermatitis

Reporting of nocup&tmuu] dmm is 5t||| uﬂut-mfar:tnrj'

== s e B b =

Lectunes,

The course of lectures to Faotory Inspectors was
continued.

Two lectures on occupational diseases were given to
the class for Induostrial Nurses conducted by the Royal
Victorian College of Nursing.

InrorMaTion To MANUFACTURERS.

It is again emphasized that this as of the work is
important but cannot be extended with the present staff.
It is felt that if a publicity officer were appointed in the
Health Department this Division would be of much more
value, as a great deal could then be done to educate both
employer and smployes as to the hazards in industry

mf the methods for improving the conditions.

RESEARCH.

The work on the effects of inhalation of cadminm fumes
and of fumes from heated sulphonated castor oil, referred
to in the previous is to be published in the
British Journal of Industrial Medicine at an early date.
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APPENDIX H.

REPORTS OF DISTRICT HEALTH OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1945-46.

CENTRAL DISTRICTS.
CH.O.

I have the honour to present my annoal report for the
past year. The time has been one of restoration of pre-
wartinie activities, but as js wsual in recent years there
i little to report in the way of improvements,

ETAFF.

The district stafl is still depleted and there seoms to be
little expectation of immediate restoration of ouor
catablishment in spite of the growing work attendent on
the cessation of war,

The following changes have ocenrred .—

Additions:— Nurses — Miss Murray and Miss Tupper
(Mew appointment), Inspector.—Mr. Wyss (New
appointment)

Loss :—Inspector.—Mr. Leffers (Promoted to DL
Naorthern area).

The total staff is as follows =—

1. Distriot Health Officer for the two Metropolitan
arcas.

3, Inspectors :—Henior—Mr. Tennett.
Assistant—Mre, Wyss,
&, Nurses :— (i) Private Hospitals—Miza Thodley.
Assistant—Miss Tupper.
{ii) Hospital Benefits —Miss Murray.
4. Clerieal -—Miss Giribble and Miss Male allotted by
the Branch Secretary for district correspondence,

Mr. W. Clowes (IDLH.I.) and Miss Lindsay are still on
leave to other services. It is hoped that the full stoff
will be shortly available.

MueNIcIPAL.

I have particularly to eall to your attention the close
eoeaperation a.l'imdal;l by the municipalities and consider
that the steady improvement in gencral sanitation
especially in respect of garbage and nightsoil disposal, is

due in large measure to effective action of municipal and
the district officers.

Menican Orricers o Hearrn,

The usual changes expected with the change over o
time condition wre taking place. Two Councils

are without the services of a medical officer, namely, the
Bhire of Gisborne and the Shire of Newham and Woodend.

Heasutn [xsrecToRs.

The situation has greatly improved with the discha
from the services of municipal inspectors and of gentle-
men qualified to act as such,

There have been several changes in inspector groups :—

1. New Group.—City of Nunawading and Shires of
Mulgeave and Domcaster and Templestowe,

2. Rearra G —Chelsea, Momnington and
'i"lill?ﬁzria num and Mornington,
3. The three shires of Werribee, Whittlesea and
 Eltham by agreement employ the one inspector,
but there is no formal group.
4. The Shire of Flinders and the City of Moorabbin
each mow employ a whols time inspector.

Most of the groups are too large and require revision,
In fact the whole system of munieipal mapeetion ia fanlty
aml requires many more officers than hos beon thought
necessary in the past,

IHETRICT ACTIVITIES.

Tmunization. —Very little immunization has been done
by the district stafl as the Medical Officers of Health
have Fmt«imlly taken this over. It is thought that
large Department campaigns will not bo often needed
and then only for cdocational co-operation with a new
and inexperienced local practitioner.,

Food —Much more supervision has  besn  exercised
respecting foods. This has beem necessarv to keep up
with the numerous new products now eoming on  the
market as the result of increased labour supply and
the increased availability of the materials,  Mr. Bennett’s
it deals with this in detail,

Private ozpitals.—It iz with regret that T must report
the grave deterioration in the general situation through the
closnres and impending elosures of many hoapitals.  Thess

_closures are coused by shortage of staff and the extra

cost of mnning & hospital, duoe to rise in prices of goods
together with the extra wages and shorter houra now
allowed to the staff. Thiz exira cost in gome cases has
not been compenszated by an adequate rise in maximum
fies.

Hozpital Benefita—The Commonwealth scheme for the
payment of s, per day for sach patient im o hospital has
procecded smoothly, The district stafl looks after the
meddical side of this scheme for the whole State. The
scheme does not embrmee * chronie * private hospitals and
Vigtoria 13 liable to be greatly prejudiced, not only
through differential treatment as botween States, but by
the cumbering of hospitals in which the benefit ia
ohtainable by chronie patients who wonld not otherwise
regeive such pavment. This is now being reviewed and

it 18 hoped that the anomaly will be resolved.

Infections  Diseases,—The year has been  remarkably
free from serious ootbreak of infectious disease. The
nsual ocoasional threats of epidemic in such diseases as
searlet fever and measles hiave occurred, bub  apart
from the persistence of the occurrence of poliomyelitis
cases rﬂ|'mrt¢'1 to you from time to time there have bemn
na oocasons for alarm.  The outhreak of poliomyelitis lns
now subaided. That all the cases have boen aconimmaodaboed
without friction appears to be due to the gquick sizing up
of the position by the stafi of Fuirfield Hospital and the
generons  admission of coses ewen from outside the
metropolitan aren.  As  the figures for all infections
dizeases will a r in the General Branch report these
are not included here,

Feneral Sﬂﬂita!.fnﬂ.-—-—-]m!:lmvcmant in this branch iz so
stnking that special mention is called for.  Gar tips,
nightsoil depota, drainage, &o., have improved d
expectation i the best of times in spite of the want of
materisl and man-power which has  distinguished the
past year and municipalities generally are to be
congratulated.

I have particnlarly to thank the membors of the stafl of
my district and of municipalitics for their vigorous  and
cheerful wne'gltﬂm:a of the extra burden of this year,
without which co-operation there would have been a
complote breakdown,

. R. MERRILLEES,
FRCBE, LRCP. er 8En., DEH,
Bonior Health Officer.
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Diphtheria.—There i8 o progressive fall in the incidence
of this disease, as shown in the following table ;—

P, I Tolal Cuses, :Il":.%:I'ET"
I8Fa-10as 1657 b 11078
19261030 ., > £ - | 1282 | 1eo
19311085 .. I
19361940 . 1248 154
19411845 . £ = el (SRR ‘ 5

Immunization was begun in 1933, gince that time it
has been carried out in every municipality at least once,
most of the larger contres now carry it ont anually, and
the shires onoe every three years.  In the period
1938-45, 98,099 children have been tested, and 21,501
have received full treatment with Formol Toxoid, while
1,4 have received at least two doses,  In addition to
these, 165 children bove been  treated with  alum
msjhhd toxoid at Portland. These figures do not

e the large number of children who have been
trented privately in the warious municipalities during
the period. ile resulta so far achieved are satisfactory,
it ia to be hoped that there will be no lessening in the
numbers presented for immunization trestment annually,

Searlet Fever—During the last five vears this disease
has been very widespread throughout the district, and
the incidence has besn exceptionnlly high, Most cases
however have been mald.

Typhoid Fever.—After several vears with no cases,
two  were in 1945 One wes a case of
paratyphoid, other proved to be & chronie carrier,

Tuberculosie.—~The number of cases reported showed
a diminution, but this was more apparent than real, for
in Geelong and sorrounding municipalities there was o
lessening of the number of cases reported, even though
wighteen ible cames were detected at the Newtown
X-ray Centre. The attention of medical practitioners
was drawn to this apparent anomaly in o eireular letter.

This year Sister Stenborg has been appointed as
travelling tuberculosis nurse for the portion of the distriot
outside area served by the Geelong Chest Clinie. A
register of over 500 cases re d sinee 1932 has been
mﬂd, and, after a pﬂiﬂ‘lminin at the Central

reulosis Burean and the Geelong Chest Clinic, she
will shortly begin home visits in the distriet. Her
appointment should prove of great value in maintaining
touch with ex-sanatorinm patients, and in securing the
regulanr periodical examination of contacts of patiente.

The Mass Radiological Centre at Newtown continues
to do valuable work, as instanced by the following extract
from the report for 1945 of the Medical Officer of Health
of the Town, Dr. Reid :—

Numbeor of persons X-rayed . 3000
Details of abnormalitics—
Probable active tuberoulosis—
Early as 2 19
Moderate i ]
Advanoed 4
— LS
Probable old tuberculosis 11
Caleification of glands, &e. d 11
Pleural thickening, adbesions, &e, M
Chronic bronchitis 3
Pulmonary abscess L
Heart abnormalities b
Dextro-cardia .. 1
Total i e s 7

Hidatid Dizease.—This year the Honomble the Minister
approved of the appoantment of a Hydatid Disease
Committee, which consista of the following .(—Dr. H. E.
Albiston, repressnting the Australian Veterinary Associa-
tion; Mr. J. 8. Bacon, Department of Education; Dr.
G. E. Cole, Department of Health; Cr. F, L. Dawkins,
Munivipal Association; Mr. A. R. Grayson, Department
of Agriculture; Professor Peter MacCollum, British
Modical Associmtion; Mr. V. W. Officer, Victorian
(iraziers' Association. This Committes has held several
meetinge, at the first of which Dr. (3. E. Cole was appointed
chairman, and Mr, L. K. Strable (District Health
Inspector) was appointed seeretary. The Committeo
hes submitted o preliminary report to the Honorable the
Minister recommending the maugaration of a sustained
educational campaign, both among adults and children,
and the appointment of a Rezearch and Extension Officer,
In the course of ita imvestigations the Committes has
received considerable adviee and assistance from  Sir
Lounis Barnett, the chairman of the Hydatil Research
Committees of New Zealand.

Malaria —There is a steady increase in the number of
onses reported, 0s is only to be expectad with the return
of serviee persomnel from overseas,  All the cases have
occarred among ex-service personnel.  The reporting
of such cases is not uniform throughone the distriet.

Polizingelitis.—There has been an inereased incidence
towands the end of 1945 and in the first quarter of 1946,
lesseming in the second quarter of the wear, The 26
cases were reported from Bevnuteeudiﬁﬁrenl,muu;in::qu,Ii:in;,
the greatest number of cases in any one municipality
being three.  The following table shows the quarterly
incidence gines 1840 :—

| Quartees
Year. k- — | Tetal.
1 1 I LS 4
T I— . ool 5 T SRR
1041 | T T 7 (R 1 8
(e 1 | 2| 2 5
1843 j
1044 1 1 l 2
1845 2| 8 | 1n
1946 12 il s |

Cerelro-spinal MWeningitis,—The incressed incidence of
recent vears has diminished somewhat, but is still well
above the pre-war average of four cases per snnum, The
sixteen cases reported in the last twelve months wepe
seattered  throughout nine municipalities, the greatest
pumber reported from any one momcipality being six,
but those were fairly evenly spaced throughout the
period,

Qusarters.
Year. . —— e | Tolml,

I B a1 i

|
1941 2 3 ] 4] a 17
1042 i T ol G 6 | 18 13 Ft]
1043 & 3 11 -] 25
1944 2 ] 4 6 o1
145 2 2 4 13
LT 3 4










Diphiheria.—The number of eases of diphtheria is the
lowest for some twenty vears, and this in apite of there
being now a much larger population in the ama with
inoreased travel and movement of individuals,  The
effcets are now to  be  seen following the regular
immunization campaigng held o all shires i the area,

Scarlet Fever—The number of cases reported is again
very high and will apparently romain =0 for some time
as the great majority of cases which have been scen and
g0 are very mild.  There are very many mild
cases which are never seen or reported, and these eontinoe
to keep spreading the infoction from place to plice.

Pudrenlosiz—The number reported iz about the average
for thiz area. Tt is almost certsin that there 38
considerably more of this disease prevalent than s
known as in nearly every case it is found that it is only
the well-defined and/or advanced case which comes under
notice and is a0 reported.

Poliomyeliniz.—In common with other parts of Vietoria,
the area has had quite o comparatively large numbor of
ciges, 49 being reported in the twelve months, However,
the cases were widespread in incidence and no definits
outhreak in any localitv.  The vast majority of the
cases were of 0 mild type.

Ceretro-spinal Mentngitis—Only one case was reported
in the twelve months.  This disesse iz disappearing
again  after reaching its maximum during the years
194244,  This coineides with the closing of the various
military and air foree camps in the ares.

Diphtheria Tmmunization.—During the vear, campaigns
were carried ot in the Shires of Orbost, Morwell, Buln
Buln, and the Town of Yallourn, A plensing feature
of the recent campuigns is the great interest taken by
the parents, and this iz shown by the compamtively
large numbers of pre-school age children who are
presented for treatment.  Owing to the lnrge number
of chiblren who have now at some time received
treatmont, it is uwsual in the larger sentres to carry out
a proliminary Schick Test at the beginming of each
campaign.  Owing to the seattered population of the
various shires, it is only possible to have time to carry
this out in the larger centres,

Given below are the figures for the year ending
318t December, 1945 :—

Behool Chilidien—

Presented for treatmoent 2,131
Preliminary Schick Test 1,136
Seluck Positive - 238
Began treatment 1,261
Senaitive Positive 408

Recvived one dose, 005 e, 42
Received two doses, 15 oo, 1400
Received three doses 2-0 o.c. 617

Pre-school Children (Alum-Precipitated Tozoid)—
Fresented for treatment £ e Lt
Received one dose 0025 ce. .. e |
Received two doses 075 o, 447

Thus, during the calendar wvear 1945, 1,114 children
received the full course of treatment in ane or other type
of treatment. Two hundred and sixty-four children
received partial treatment of some type also,

Sanitation.—The sewe plants which are in operation
in various places have n giving satisfaction during
the year. It is hoped that in the near future, those
which lad their sewerage schemes partly completed when
intermupted by war conditions will soon able to
resume installation and begin to give serviee.  Htream

llution is at times somewhat of a problem, buk matters
i this respect have shown a great improvement in the

past few years,
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Food es.—There arc two Meat Tnspection Areas
in the district.  For the protection of the sommunity,
it is hoped that more will he constitated in the foture.

Until such time, the majority of the community will
have little protection given them in this regard. While
the majority of the municipal authorities are doing
excellent work in the supervision of the food supplies
by means of sampling and efficiently dealing with such
mased of adolteration which are found, ver, in a few
districts, some shire councils still neglect to tai:-alaul;{
definite aetion to protect the community when
adulterntions are found.  This = a matter which ecalls
for more efficient administration by the looal nuthoritics,
which, in Hmoput,, have econsistently noglosted this
important side of their health adminstration.

BALPH E. HARRIS, LR.C.P, ¢t 8. (En), D.P.H,
Dhistrict Health Officer.

NORTHERN HEALTH AREA

The Chief Health Cifficer,
I have to present my annual report for the year 1945-46,

Isrecriovs Diseases,

Dipktheria.—Filty cases of diphtheria were notified,
the lowest incidence for many vears. Nineteen onses
were from Bendige, and thirteen municipalities had no
cases.  During 1945, only twelve of the 28 municipalitiea
in the area carricd out some immonization, and the
number of children treated wns very small.  Only 190
woere treated with formalinized toxoid and 1,011 with
alum-precipitated toxcid.  Councils of  municipalities,
whers no immunization wis done during the vear, are
being circularized and wrged to make this o eo
feature of health work every vear.  The increasing use
of alum-precipitated toxoid and the immunization of
more pre-sehool children is a step in the right direstion.
The present low meidence cannot be nxpwhéﬁ to continne
unlesa more immunization 8 done each year.

Searlet Fever—Two hondred and ninety cases of soarlet
fever were notified, 22 cases less than the previous
but still a very high incidence.  Only five munici
were free of any cases notified,  There were
in Bendigo, 31 in the Shire of Bwan Hill, 27 in W
18 in the Borough of Swan Hill, 18 in Daylesford, and
12 in Castlemaine. Thore is this widespread streptococeal

infection thromghout the area,

Pulponary  Tubereulosis.—Thirty-seven  cases  weme
notified, five less than the previous year.  Fourtesn
enges were from Bendigo. [ notifications are of any
voalue in the estimation of incidence of thizs disease, and
there is no reason to think that notification is any less
thorough in recent years, rather the reverse, then it is
of valie to note that fgures have been falling consistently
over the lnst fifteen vears during which time socurate
figures are available,  For the fivevear poriod 1930-34,
an aversge of 70 eases were notified ench year and for

the five-venr period 198145, 44 cases.  The death-rate
for 1945 for the City of Bendipo was 4:5 per 10,000 of
population, which is only half the rate of fiftesn

age. In spite of the publicity given to the of
facilitiea in combating tuberou , with the present
set-up for dealing with this disease, there has been marked
Progress.

Ten ecasez of silicosis were notificd from the Tubercnlosis
Burean, Bendigo, as cases of industrial disesse.  Nine
examinations of applicants for the Treasury allowanes
for miners’ phthisia wers made.  Four of the notified
cases were considered to show mdiological and olinieal
evidence of tuberculosis in addition to silicosis and two
of these were found to have tuberale bacilli in the sputum,
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The following is a summary of the work carried out at

the Tuberculosis Bureau, Bendigo, for the year 1045 :—
i Numbar of first attendances for investigation 238
Re-attendances . o - ..o BED
Cases passed for trentment at the Chalet .. 3

Contacts :—
Number of infecting casos =p2 a7
Numher of contacts examined . . o7
Number of contacts re-examined b0

Number of contacts found tubereuions ]
Home visits by nurse s 4

Poenmothorax refilla LG
X-ray examinations g
Bputum examinations 226

Total attendances o .. 1,008

Kixne Evwanp YII. Memortan Choarer, Bexpico
Basg Hoserran.

There were 27 admissions during the year, including
5 re-admissions,  There were 7 deaths.  Of patients
diseharped, 21 in nomber, 1T were improved in health,
2 were in a stationary condition, and 2 woere worse,
Five patients had  been  tremted  with  artificiol

eumothorax.  Four of the pneomothorax patients

adhesion seetion at the Austin Hospital.  Only
three of the patienta admitted could be said to be in the
earl of dizeags,  Nine of the dizcharged patients
still had tuberole bacilli in the sputum on  discharge.
Ay the end of the vear, 22 patients were under treatment.

Of the 27 patients admitted, thirteen came from
localities outside the City of Bendigo.

The fn'ﬂnwinﬁ are necessary in this area in order to
cope with the high local incidenee of tubereulosis :—

(1) Equipment for mass miniature radiography
in Bendige. At nt the number of early cases
discovered iz dishearteningly small.  People are
referred by doctors o the burenn for investigation
only when symptons have appesred.  Execept for
the mdiologieal exmmination of nurses and student
teachers in the Eduveation Department, thers is no
examination of the apparently healthy. Too little
use of the bureau facilities is made by doctors,  They,
as well as the publie, need education in the importance
of mdiological examination of the lungs of the
apparently healthy.

{2) Legislation for the initial and periodical
examination by X.raya of gold miners, together
with 2 scheme of compenszation for sufferers from
silicosiz s an industrial disease,

(3) A samatorium of at least 120 beds situated
near Bendigo to treat patients from the whole
northern area,  If it is intended to bring the number
of beds i the State up to about 3000, a8 has been
reaommended, the inckdence of disease in  this
distriet warrants at least 120 beds.  Patients do not
care to be sent to the south of the State for climatic
reasons ; they prefer to be in touch with their
relatives. A looal sanatoriom could be  visited
regularly by o thoracic surgeon for the purposs of
consultation and the carrving out of necessary
surgical progedures, or patients sould be transforrod
temporarily, as at present, to the surgical centre,
I am sure that, i all sdditional beds for the State
are provided only in Melbourne, this arca will have
to continue to provide for its patients as at present,
with only 24 beds, for the reason that patienta will
not be perspaded to leave this locality and go to
Melbourne for sanatorium treatsent,

f"uﬁrurrjl‘r‘ﬁ?ﬁ.— -Thl'rl}'-l.-if_:lll. CaErE Wenh l'lﬁltirl.'l_‘i,ll the
first return to cpidemic incidence sinee 1937.  Coases
began to appear during the lest quarter of 1945,
considerally later than the beginning of the epidemis
in Melbourne,  Only two cases were notified during
the quarter ending 30th June, 1946, a0 that the epidemic
appears to be over.  Uasos were very soattered throughout
the area, thirteen municipalities being  affected,  with
the Bhire of Swan Hill having eight cases and Waranga
seven cnses.  There were only three cases in Bendigo.

Cerelrr-apinal Meningitis,—There wero six cases notified,
three of which wers in the Shire of Korong.

There were two eazes of pusrperal fever and one cass
of tetans.

Bix cases of bacillary dvsentory were notified from
KEvneton, There was one case of trachomn notified from
Swan Hill.

Materin.—Cme hundred and thirty-two coses in meturmod
servicemen were notified,

The following table illustrates the principal ineidence
of infeetions disease in the area over the last ten years :—

= S ————

Numler of Notifled Cases,

Dhese : ' - ' | ] i

1050-07. | 1037-34. | 1035-30. | 1030-4 | I0R0-AL. | MHI-HZ | DOA2-AT. | 10N3-4 | 1084-45. | 104518
Diiphthoria .. s 150 113 i ol B3 i L] 154 192 B ]
Bearlof fover .. 127 | 111 3 134 LS 238 s | 312 20
Tuboroulosis .. HI ab 72 54 (] £ A4 A 42 | a7
Poliomyslitis . . o e | 2 | e “ 1 1 1 ! i 2 | 18
Corcbrospinal meningitis .. .. | .. 1 2 2 15 16 12 5 "

Meat Areas—The Boroughs of Eaglehawk and Echuea
are to be eonstituted Meat Arcas,

Digpogal L ~—inrhage dis I in Bendigo is
Whi.mym?ed!w unauinewnpp;:‘i'nduitma:i‘;ihy
systematic covering,

Frivate Hospitals.—Nine imspections of private hospitals
wers made,

Food Sampling.—0f 301 food samples taken b
municipal i.nupugn, eleven were found to be adulterated.

In one instance a successful proseoution resulted, and in
four mstances warnings were issued.  In the case of
the other six samples, all of which were of milk, two
proscoutions were undertaken, one cose being  dismissed
wnider the warrasty provision Section 267 (2) tha
Health Act 1928.  Tn the ecase, five samples of millk
Jrom a dairy former failed o comply with the ired
standard but the case wos dismissed,  The Council

an appeal with the Supreme Court and the appeal was

stopoessful.









1 o 4
L L -
piteal Benefi et 1M PR AL
3 I I I : :
nded o & L s i i EER L E :
AT T  and ' \TMEEE] |
5 - " {
1 Easik | Ll oy e
’ NIRRT | L . £
1 HIT L ' I oF! ; ; : :
i . . |
. ’ T 1 skl '
] 1 H
- = . | i
e name of | | | - ; =




