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DIPHTHERIA IN BENDIGO.,

The Commission of Public Health, in conjunction with the local Health Authorities of
Bendigo, Eaglehawk, Marong, Huntly, and Strathfieldsaye, conducted a campaign of swabbing
of the school children early in 1922 ; 7,200 children were swabbed, and 575 carriers, equalling
7.9 per cent., were detected and isolated. The total number of cases of Diphtheria reported for
1 from Bendigo and district was 310, as compared with 710 for the previous year, which 1s a
reduction of 57 per cent. The number of Diphtheria cases for the whole State showed a marked
decline on the numbers reported for 1921. The actual figures for Victoria were 9,458 in 1921,
and 5,323 in 1922, which represents a decrease of almost 44 per cent. The decrease in the
Diphtheria rate for Bendigo was thus 13 per cent. greater than in the State as a whole,

Dieprreria Cases pEr 10,000 or Porvnatiox.
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The above graph, which compares the incidence rate of Diphtheria per 10,000 of
population in the State as a whole and in Bendigo, shows that a local increase may occur mn a year
without any eorresponding increase in the Victorian rate. In the year 1013, a large increase in
Diphtheria cases was reported from Bendigo, while the State figures showed a slight decrease on
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QQuarantine restrictions on sea and land traffic have kept this State clear of plague. In
1921, the Commission promulgated new plague regulations and regulations relating to the
destruction of rats, and as a result of a conference between the Health Commission and the
.“[Etmpulitﬂn }ll'l,llili.t.‘ll'[]illitif"ﬂ, united action on the part of Met I'-:|Em|i1:11| Counetls was =ecyred in
dealing with any cases of plague which might oceur in the Metropolitan Area, and a
laboratory was established at the Melbourne University for the pathological and bacteriological
examination of rats.

During the year over 1,000 rats were examined at this laboratory, but in no instance were
evidences of plague detected.

Campaigns of rat destruction were carried out by all the Metropolitan Municipalities during
the year. The departmental rat gang which has been operating on the wharfs for over 21
vears was increased, and frequent inspections have shown that the Melbourne wharfs are as
free from rat infestation as is possible, considering their construction.

The following statement shows the number of rats destroyed on the Melbourne wharfs

for the years 1922 and 1923 :—

Battus, Decunaanus. Tirial.
1022 .. £, T390 . 3 376 =5 1,115
1925 .. £ 417 £ 4032 = 819

SMALL-POX AND VACCINATION.

No cases of small pox were reported in the State during 1922 or 1923, In 1921, 5 cases of
small-pox occurred in the State, the last case being reported from Geelong on 23rd August, 1921.
Small-pox has been reported during the year from fouth Africa, India, Umted States of America,
China, Japan, and Dutch East Ilufit'.m all of which are in constant shipping communication with
Australia. The recent large epidemic of small-pox in England has demonstrated the danger of
a large unvaceinated population in a community, and the accompanying graph shows the effect
of the conseience clause of the Health Act 1919, which was brought into operation on 24th Mareh,
1920, on the number of infantile vaccinations performed in the State. In 1922 only 8 per
cent. of the children born in that year were successfully vaccinated, and in 1923 only 5-9
per cent,
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INFANTILE MORTALITY.

The infantile mortality rate (deaths under one year per 100 births) was 5.33 for the year
1922 © This rate is the lowest on record for the State of Victoria.
The following table shows the progress made in the saving of infant lives during 30 vears : —

1891-1900 5 e 11.11 infant deaths per 100 births
1902-1906 iy e 9.3

1907-1911 = 7.51

1921 e =3 T.27

1922 A . 5.33

1923 4 A 6.57

An analysis of the causes of deaths in infancy, over a period of 30 years, shows the
particular diseases in which improvement in death rates has been manifested.

Of every 1,000 infants born, 19 died from diarrheal and wasting diseases in 1922,
as against 29 in 1911-20, 37 in 1901-10, and 52 in 1891-3, a decrease of 63 per cent. in 30
years. :
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(Non-Preventable Diseases ) {Diarthmal Diseases.) {Respiratory Diseases,)

In 1922, the respiratory diseases, including bronchitis, broncho-pneumonia, pnenmonia, and
whooping cough, were responsible for 4.83 deaths per 1,000 births, as compared with 13.97
in 13‘5}3, ad of 65 per cent in 30 years.

Certain causes, which are classed by the Government Statist as non-preventable diseases,
which include prematurity, congenital defects, and malformations, were responsible for 16.94
deaths per 1,000 births in 1922, as compared with 16.58 in 1801-3. This shows that not only
has there been no improvement, but even a slight increase du:'mg the last 30 years in the
number of deaths from these causes, which have been responsible for 23 per cent. of total infantile
mortality for the past twelve years,
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of the vehicles used for taking meat from the slaughter-houses to the shops are very
unsuitable i b_:'?o, the meat being placed on straw on the floor, and covered with a movable canvas
cover. ‘these have been found in a dirty condition, old straw and bags being allowed
to accumulate on the floor,
Butchers' shops enern.]l;,r are moderately well kept, and due regard is paid to the exclusion
of flies. Most are fitted with ice chambers wherever ice is obtainable. Many have a tendency
- the cleansing of machines used in making small goods,
; - Milk.—As this is a dairying district mainly, the greater part of it is under the Dairy
srvision Aot, or else is supervised by Municipal Dairy Supervisors. In the smaller communities
-majority of people keep their own cows. In the three large communities there are milk
rounds, though even in these a large amount of the milk supply is derived from small dairies, with
a few cows, ing only a few customers. Consequently, the consumer receives the milk
very soon after it leaves the cow.

{¢) Bread.—There are only three up-to-date bake-houses in the district. All the others
are old and cramped, hard te clean. Several improvements have been noted in this respect
during the last year. The general standard of cleanliness is low, moth. and weevil infestation

CONmon,

Provigions generally.—From the large general stores to the little fruit and soft-drink
shops, ﬂﬂhﬂwﬂm need for ﬂﬂ}uant inspection. Moth infestation is very frequent, quite a large
amount of spoiled stock being found on the Sanitary Survey inspections.

(a) Housing.—There is a distinet sho of houses all through the district, most marked,
mmm which are gﬂ?&?ﬁ ahead. In the older towns many of the old stone
nd - ‘heuses are badly lit, and not ventilated at all. Simply because there is nowhere
e¢lse for the occupants to go, many premises are still in use as dwellings which should properly
i i tE, there 18 the still less desirable practice of converting into dwellings
buildings which are not suitable for that purpose,

: Hotels and Boarding-houses vary, of course, tremendously. While the better class of
both will have very little to do in order to comply with the modest standard of the Boarding-house
. Regulations, some of the * Bush Pubs,” and some of the cheaper boarding-houses that cater

for , g ‘both as residential and at the sea-side, will have a lot to do before they are
up to . The chief faults noted were deficient ventilation and window space (one big
ing possessed two rooms. with neither windows nor ventilators), insufficient number

of baths (another with 70 beds, inclusive of tents and sleep-out accommeodation had but one
and that was fitted with one * temporary ”* shower), and absence of fire appliances.

All these three fanlts are frequent, even in places which are otherwise in compliance with the
standard. As regards floor space, considerable latitude will need to be shown in old premises,
a8 most.of these have rooms of an awkward size, too small for two, and yet providing very generons

Wiﬂlmﬂ; Some bad cases of crowding have been found. In one case the room was
13 ft. 6 in. x 11 ft. 6 in. x 10 ft., equal to 1,552 cubic feet, and there were four men accommodated
in it, i.e., 388 cubic feet per head, or less than 39 square feet of floor space. There were no
- Inaw ing-house four beds were found in a room 12 feet x 10 feet, equal
square feet of floor space per head. Generally, the standard of cleanliness in kitchen,
‘and sleeping-rooms 18 fairly high.

S accommodation varies in places depending on pans. Closets have the usual
faults, al the closets in some of the best houses, such as the Leura (Camperdown), Vietoria
(Colac), Albion (Casterton) are object-lessons as to how closets should be built and maintained.

4. Disposal of Wastes—

(@) Night-soil.—There are no sewered towns in the district. Colac has approved of a
sewerage sclieme. Beptic tanks are being put in in the chief hotels, and in many other premises
at Warmambool, and, to a lesser extent, in other towns, Double-pan systems are in operation
in 26 huwnah:lpa, besides the city and the four boroughs. In all cases the removal and di L
whether carried out by council employees or contractor, is well dene, and the night-soil
dépéts are, on the whole, well conducted. But the standard of closets is low. It is exceptional
to find a fly-proof closet ; many have no lids, or the trap-doors are absent or open, and the space
under the midden is frequently badly soiled. A model hy-law dealing with this is badly needed.
Uwners of premises connected with a se system have to comply with requirements as
regards fittings ; ﬂ'h;’ should not those ser by the double-pan service be required to keep
their closets in a samtary condition.












