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by the services of the World Health (frganisation Counsultant, Mr. W. Jurawan,
whe arrived in November 1953,

16. Following the Report and Hecommendations presented by the Consolt-
antz of the World Health Urganisation in February 1954, on the Health Services
of Barbados, Government agreed to an approach being made to UN.LC.E F, and
W.H.(}, for International assistance to the Department in the organisstion of
the Health Services. This closer relationship, arising out of many diseussions,
was aided by the enactment of the Local Government and Publie Health Acts
as mentioned in Part I. The main objectives are:—

(1) To establish & basic health structure capable of erganising and
supporting local and rural health serviees.

(2) To improve rural water supplies by extending the existing piped
water supplies as available and potential sources will permit,

(3] To improve rural excreta disposal by extending the present pilo
project so as to provide 30,000 latrine units. To edueate the rura
populsation as regards the nature and control of intestinal diseases

(4) To extend rural health services by continuned expansion of the
Centre at Speightstown, operation of the Centre in St Michael, aod
eonstruetion and operation of the Centre in the HSonth, with em-
phasis on Maternal and Child Health,

(5) Dperation of a public health laboratory at the 5t, Michacl Contre
and the establishment of feeder laboratories in other centres,

{6} An approach to the TE problem by a B.C.G, vaceination campaign
and X.ray and other follow-up of the tubereulin positives. Con.
struction of & 30-bed TE ward,

(7) Improvement of services to mothers and children by M.C.H. actiy
ities at the centres; training of nursing and aonxiliary personnel in
midwifery ; and the construetion of a H0-bed pedistric hospital.

{(8) The improvement of the two Almshouses in the North angd South to
the standard and to do the work of Cottage Hospitals. The setting
up of Out-patient Departments at these hospitals to serve as sub-
eentres for ALC.H, and preventive activities.

{9} To improve the following central services:

(&) Training of anxiliaries
(b} wvital statistics
{e) health education. :
{10} To expand the existing feeding programme in the schools,
(11) To control YVenereal Discase, o
The programme is planned over the period 1955 to 1957,

17. The World Health (frganisation technically approved the proposal
which vided the basis for recommenditions of the Bxeentive Inreetor _nf
UNLCEF. for an apportionment to Berbados for Roral Maternal and Child
Welfare Services and Training to an amount of 256,000 U8, for a three year
Maternal and Child Welfare Programme as an integral part of the re-organiss-
tion of all Heslth Services heing undertaken in the Island. UN.LCEF. will
provide basic maternal and child welfare services equipment for two new rural
health centres and for maternal and child welfare serviees in the ont-patient
departments of two new eottage hospitals; pediatrie ward equipment for a gen-
eral hospital which will receive cases on referral from thronghount the Island :
equipment for a public health laboratory in the capital eity whose serviees will
be integrated with the work of the centres; teaching equipment for training in
health edncation and midwifery . sapplies and equipment, the costs of an nter
national adviser and fellowships for a mass B.O.G. anti-tuberculosis vaceination
rampaign: supplies and equipment for o campaign to combat venereal ilisease ;
and supplics and squipment for constroction of 5000 Intrines. T am pleased to
yerord that TN LOE.Fs Exeentive Board has anproved fands for the propasal
as presented.  Tn addition the budget of WO, for 1955 and 1956 includes
Funds for Technical Advizsers and Fellowships for this programme,

PART 111, VITAL STATISTICS

18, The following are the principal vital statistical data for the yoar
ended 31st December, 1954 —

Estimated end of vear population ... 297 550
Estimated mean population 235.240
Rirths registered 7076
Birth Rate per 1000 of the population 35.63
Theaths registered 8 544
Death Rate per 1000 of the population 11.20
Tnfant Mortality Rate . 10
Maternal Mortality per 10O livebirths 27

Stillbirth eate per 100 livebirths .. 208
























15
PART VI. STAFF AND INSTITUTIONS
STAFF
28. The following medical officers are emploved by the Government:- -

WaHOLE-TIME: The Director of Medical Services
The Senior Medieal Officer of Health
The Medical Officer of Health, Health Centre
The Bacteriologist and Pathologist
The Chemical Pathologist
The Health Officer (Hort)

Part-Time: The Assistant Health Officer (Port)
The Visiting Physician, Leper Hospital
The Prison Medical Officer
The Visiting Physician, Government Industria® Schools
The Visiting Obstetrician, Maternity Hospital
Hix Police Medical Offears,

INSTITUTIONS

29, The Rarbades General Hospital, Operating within the Department
of Medical Services under the provisions of the Barbados Genoral Hospital Ae:,
1947 (1947-28), the establishment is comprised as follows:—

WaoLe-Time: One Medical Superintendent
One Burgeon Specialist
Ome Physician Specialist
COne Radiologist
One Anaestlietist
Seven Medical Officers.

Parr-Time: Three Visiting Surgeons
Two Assistant Visiting Surgeons
Omne Ophthalmic, Ear, Nose and Throat Surgeon
One Assistant Ophthalmie, Ear, Nose and Throat Surgeon
Ona Medical Officer, Venertal Diseases Clinie
One Aszistant Officer, Venereal Discaseg Clinie
One Out-patient Medical Ofiesr
Cie Dental Surgeon.

Numsixg: Omne Matron
Ome Assistant Matron
One Sister Totor
Pive SBisters,

30. The Medieal Superintendent writes —

Empﬂ'ﬂi Advisory Commitice

At the beginning of the year the members of the Barbados General Hos
pital Advisory Committes were:—

The Honourable Dr. H. G. Cummins, C.B.E., M.C.F, Chairman
V. E. Chase, Esq., Churchwarden of 5t. Michael, (Exr offcio)
Mrs. J. A. Martinean

E. B. Bkeete, Esq.

E M. Cave, Esq.

On Bth July, 1954, the Hongurable Dr. Cummins resigned from the
Committes. Mrs. BE. E. Bourne, MLC.P., was appointed in his place and 3Mr.
E. B. Skeete was appointed as Chairman subject to his willingness to serve in
this capacity.

M Mr. Skeete's return from leave abroad, however, he msigned from the
(lommittes and Dr. J. Baeza was appointed as

In March 1955, Mr. E. I, Mottley, M.C.F., became a member by virtue
of his appointment as Churchwarden of 8t. Michael in place of My, V. E. Chase.
Thers were five meotings of the Committee during the year.

The Committes continued to advise the Mediesl Buperintendent on matters
within its terms of referenee, chiefly contracts for supplies and the enlarge-
ment and improvement of the Hospital.
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Accommodotion
The accommodation of the Hospital was at the end of the year:—

Males Females Children “Total

4 Medical] Wards 2 i e 43 o3 —_ 14
6 Surgical Wards .. .. .. 6 66 - 1uz
2 Ophthalmic Wards . o 15 K 14 —_ 2r
2 Fever Wards .. b o . 19 19 —_ 43
1 Maternity Ward 25 = i — ] = b
1 Children's Ward e i o — —_ 38 b1
2 Pay Wards A" & "EB" .. o 11 12 — 23
2 Tercentenary Pay Wards ““B*" & (" 8 8 —— 16
1 Py Ward “D'" Oplithalmic = 2 3 - 5

Total 21 Wards - - £ 167 184 a8 389

The number of beds assipned to eack Ward 45 liable to flwctmation ‘m
canes of pmergeney. The 10 infants’ cots in the Maternity Ward earnot properly
be ineluded as part of the accommodation and are omitted from the table,

Hospilal Enlargement and Tmprovement

The first phase of the enlargement and improvement of the HMospital was
aceamplished when the comversion of the V.D. Bloek to a modern Fever Rlock
was completed and the new wards were opened on 26th March, 1955

These new wards are being wsed at first for the treatment of patients
suffering from Pulmonary Tuberemlosis,

At the end of the vear the bed complement of the Hespital had therehy
been inereased to 339, plus 10 infants’ cots in the Maternity Ward.

It is expected that the new Mechanical lnundry at Stockton will be com-
oted and the construction of the new Nurses' Home will be begun in 1955,
ke delay of the work on these two units is due to the diffieulty in obtaining

the required steel and the equipment from the United Kingdom,

The Out-patient Department has been re-organizsed and greatly improved.
The buildinw been altered, the method of receiving and allocating the
patienis has changed and thres Medieal Officers are now wholly employed
in the Department. The re-organisation has resulted in the elimination of chaos
and the long delay in treating the patients, as well as the improvement of the
etandard of treatment owing to the better working conditions.

A new and up-to-date major X-ray Disgnostic Unit has been installed
in replacement of the old unit which had been in nse for 14 years, The new
unit, which is more powerful than the old one, enables better films to be pro-
dneed and greatly facilitates the work of the X-ray Department.

Werking of the Hospital

The numbers of in-patients and out-patients treated are continuing to
rise but the small increase of beds and other improvements enable the staff
to deal a little more effectively with the Jarge demands on the Hospital. The
full demands eannot, of eourse, be met nntil the entire scheme of improvement
and enlargement 15 completed.

Further information ean be found in Appendices XX to XXIV.

The Government Bacteriological and Pathological Laboratary

#1. The Government Bacteriologist and Pathologist writes
Admimisiradive

The Government Bacterinlogist and Pathologist, J. E. Waleott, Esq,, ALE,,
Ch.B. (Glas.), was on vacation leave from HSth April to 10th June, prior to
retirement, which beeame effective on the 10th Jone, From 12th Jone, he was
appointed to act as Chemical Pathologist. . J. Mullaney, Esq., M.A., MDD,
{Dublin), the Chemical Pathologist, was appointed ag Government Baeteriolo.
gist and Pathologist on the 11th June. He was granted vacation leave from the
23th July to visit Eire and while there he tendered his resignation on the
Ith Augnst. During this period of leave J. E. Walcott, Esq., M.B., Ch.B.
(Glas.), was appointed to act ax Government Bacteriologist and Pathologist,
ahich he continned to do for the remainder of the year,
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As in former years B. typhosus (8. typhosa) is seen to be the infecting
nrzm;mm_ indlhe great majority of cases in which a positive agglutination test
was aumed.

9 speeimens of human blood serum were each subjected to an agglutination
test for abortus fever and 6 specimens of human blood serum to a similar test
Tor undulant fever. A negative result was obtained in each ease,

.  Buclevivlogical Eraminations

elum. 878 specimens of sputum were examined by the staining of
films for tuberele bacilll sad of these 156 were fownd to be positive. OFf the
positive tests 46 were repetition 1ests,

4 specimens of sputum were examingd for organisms other than tubercle
bacilli,

Phroat and wasal sieabs for O, diphiherige. Bmears from 878 swabs, which
were obfained almost entirely from throats were eultured and the resulting
growths were then examined by the staining of films for C. diphtheriae,

FPogitive findings were obtained from the growths of 98 of the 878 swabs
Five of the positive findings were repetition tests.

Smears from 11 speeimens of bubble gum were rubbed on culture media,
but mo resulting growth of C. diphtheriae ocenrred on any of the inoceulated
media.

titiegr snrears from nose and thread. Only 3 smears from throats were sent
m for cxamination for the organisms seen in the comdition called Viocent's
angina. 9 otlier smears were examined for any of the nsually ocewrring (Gram.
staining organisms. Smears from 3 swabs were cultured for organisms other
than C. diplitheria.

Nazal and skin zsmears for Myco, lepras. 24 smears made from masal or
skin serapings, bot mainly from naszal serapings, were stained and examined
for Myeo, leprae.

Myeo. leprae were observed in two of the smenrs,

Urethral, cervical and conjunciival zmears, T34 penital aud extragenital
smears, the great majority of the genital smears were eervical and came from
ity Hospital, wers stained and exmcined for gonoescer  Only two

were considered to be pasitive,

Urine. &6 specimens of urine were cultured, of which five were for Sal-
monella organisms and three for tuberele haeilli.

The centrifuged depozits of 82 other specimens were examined microsco-

1 after having been stained with a special seareh for tubercle bacilli in

twenty-five of the specimens, No tubercle bacilli were observed in the stained
films from any of the said specimens,

Faeces, dd specimens of facces were cultored and the resilting growths
were then examined for dysentery bacilli or  for typhoid or  paratyphoid
baecilli. o dysentery bacilli and ne typhoid or pavatyphoid bacilli were
isolated from the growihs.

Piig awd other miscollaneciis materals, Examimation (a) by the staining
of films of 32 speelmens of pus aud of 30 specimens of fluid from the pleural
and abdominal cavities and (b) by the oulturing and staineing of enitore
films made from 35 spesimens was carried ont.

The sera from the genital sores of 7 diferent persons were subjected ta
dark-ground examination for T. pallidum with a positive finding i the sernm
from ome of the said persoms.

The uon-existence of vaws in thi= colony continued apparently for the
period under review, as no probable case was sent in for investigedicon,

HSearch was made but with negative resnlts for tuberele bacilli in films
made from the cerchro-spinal fluid of 14 cases,
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Films made from the cercbro-spinal fluid of 12 cases were stained and
examined for organisms other than tubercle bacilli.

Pnenmoeoee] were observed in films from two of the eases

Negative resulls were oblained wher 4 different speeimens of errebrn.
spinal fluid were enliured,

1 specimen of hlood from a suspected ease of Weil's disease was cultured,
but no leptospirae were obzerved in the enlture mediom on  dark-gronnd
examination. A similar negative finding resulted when a specimen of urine
was subjected to a dark-ground examination for Leptospira icterohacmorrhagiae.

A specimen of pus was injected iote a guinea pig. Tuberele bacilli were
observed in films made from some of the glands of the same guinea pig.

Two specimens of milk were examined for tubercle bacilli with resalting
negative findings.

Bpecimens of blood from 20 persons were cultured. Staphylocoeci were
isolated from the blood of one person and streptococci from the blood of
another.

2% gensitivity tests were carried ont on enlture growths

Water. 19 specimens of water from the public water supply of the island
were tested and eonsidered to be baeteriologically smitable for domestic use.
In addition oue specimen from the Health Centre at Enmore and 4 specimens
from a private supply were also tested. These were comsidered to be bae-
teriologically unsuitable for demestic use,

Faceines. The number prepared and delivered during the year was 23,
They were all antogenous.

D. General Clinical Pathology

Orine. Chemical or chemieal and mieroseopical examinetong  were
carried out on 185 specimens of urine and in addition 332 specimens wera
each subjected only to a microseopical examination.

Only 4 specimens with a positive finding in one underwent the Ehrlien
diazo reaction test,

There was a slight decrease when compared with the previous year In
the use made of the Friedman test for the products of pregnaney and 28
spocimens of urine were subjected to the test. The results obtained confinued
to he very acemrate,

13 specimens of urine into which vaginal swabs had been Avopped were
examined for Trichomonas. Seven were found to be positive.

The composition of ove ealenlus, passed per urethram, was determined.

Blood. The haemoglobin was estimated in 1,193 specimens of blood and
the counting of the red blood corpuscles and of the white blond corpuseles
wiis carried out on 574 and 956 specimens respestively,

Blood films from 529 persons were obtained and a differential white eell
ecount for each person was made from the same films after they had beesa
stained. Observations were reported on the types and staiming reactions of
the red eell as seen in stained films from 11 persons

The Wood of 13 persons was examined for the siekling of the red rorpuseles
with positive findings in the blood of 3 persons

The muwmber of platelets i each of 6 spesimens was counted and the
eolour index of each of & specimens was calenlated,

Films from the sternal marrow of ome person were stained, cxamined and
observatiors reported,

30 specimenz of faecss were tested for ocemlt blood,

The amounts of nrea, of gloeose, of bilirubin, of chiorides, of urie asid
and of alkaline phosphatase were estimated in 327, 111, 4, 1 and 2 s]m:imt!_ns

respectively.
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The sedimentation rate, the diastatic index and the coagulation time of
645, of 1 and of 6 specimens respectively were determined.

A Van den Bergh reaction was carried out on 1 specimen of blood serum
The A B O group of the blood of each of 1,214 persons was determined.

The persons were divided up between the four major groups in the following
numbers .—

Group A o e - 293 persons
. B i - a5 295 .
B ..'LB - T am 39 L1
= o Fi B i 587 T
1,214 W

In addition to the above grouping 588 specimens of blood were eross
matehed

The Eh group (D positive or negative) was determined in 214 specimens,
105 specimens being D pozitive and 9 D negative,

Corebro-spanal flurds,  The number of white ecells per enbic millimeire
was eounted in 99 specimens and tests for the exeess of globulin were earriod
out om 60 specimens,

The predominating type of cell was determined in 28 speeimens.

The amounts of chlorides, of glucose and of protein were estimated in
25, 23 and 7 specimens respectively,

The colloidal gold test was carried ont on 72 specimens. 55 gave no
reaction, whilit 14 gave curves in the paretic zome and § gave curves in thz
tahetie zone,

Miseellangans. The number of spermatozoa per millimetre was eounted
in one gpecimen of semen and a report given on the maturity of the sper-
matozoa in another specimen,

The testing of 1 fractional test meal was carried out and the freo
hydrochlorie acid comtent and the total acidity of 9 specimen: of gastric
juice were determined,

18 spevimens of fluid from the plenral and abdominal cavities and 2
speeimen of fluoid from a knee joint were stained and examined for the
predominating type of cell, whilst in addition to the nineteen specimens just
mentioned & specimens were examined for malignant cells,

Frei tests for Lymphopathin venerenm wers carried ont an 2 persons,
Ne reaction oceurred in ench ease

A larva from the face was semt in for ideotifieation, It vos identified
as Cochliomyia macellaria.

K. Fathelogical Hiztalogy.

The total number for the vear of tissue seetions examined and on which
reports were issned was 300, Of these 117 showed evidenca of the existencs
of malignant changes.

F. Fungoid Dizeases

Examination of skin serapings for fungoid diseases continusd to be few.
Berapings from the skins of 10 persons were examined with positive findings
m the serapings from two persons.

H. MNedico-Legal Ineestigations

Specimens composed of smears, articles and garments, numbering in all

50, were examined.

A more detailed list iz given below:.—

Smears examined for gonosoce s 2 @
Smears examined for spermatoroa Ei s 17
Garments examined for spermatozoa o 4 10
Articles examined for bleod .. A re 18
Article examined for homan blood .. i o 1
Article examined for cow’s hlood i e o

1
Artiele sxamined for sheep’s or goat’s blood 1
50

Further statisties are available in Appendiz XXV,
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(male and female) speci lramed in these muatters. Prizes were won at the
Annual Agrieultural Exhibition in December. Those patients who, in the
outside world, follow a particular trade (e.g. carpentry, ete,) are enconraged
to eontinoe in this trade during convalescence,

Reereation. A happy atmosphere is preserved among the patients by a
full gramme of planned recreational activities. The gie patients continoe

11;;'0 erieket and matches are arranged between them and the attendants,
Bn.l games for the female patients are also arranged. An extensive network
of pedilfusion speakers brings music and Jight programmes to all parts of the
wards thronghout the day. Card games and Dominoes take priority in the

ients’ choire of indoor games, while those who are able play table tennis

Sunday and Bank Holiday patients are taken sea-bathing, if the

weather permits, and they cagerly look forward to these outings.
the year Cinema Shows, Police Band Concerts, Salvation Army Concerts
Coneerts by other visiting Artistes have been staged regnlarly and have son.
tributed greatly to the contented attitude of the patients. Many patienta
have ground parole and seldom abuse their privilege.

Farm, Plans for ronning the Famm more economieally, as proposed in
the Government Five Year Plan, by inereasing the out-put of Vegetables and
Milk are already showing satisfactory progress,

Re-organisation has been held up due to non-arrival of the new irrigation
equipiment from the Tnited Kingilom but this will be installed early in 1955

The cattle are in very good condition and hv the end of tha vear sufficient
milk was being produced to supply the requirements of the Tospital. 1s
should be moted that in the early part of the roand the snmmer hetween
100 and 200 pints daily were being obtain from the Contrector. The
glgﬂ are putling on wmght more rapidly than before and the pork supplisd

or Hoszpital use is inereasing.

The New House for the Farm Manager has been satistactorily completed.
A seeond paddock above the eattle pess has been formed by enclosing an area
with stakes and wire,

The Vegetable Garden is on 5 more satisfactory basiz as o resuly of good
supervision by the Acting Farm Manager and systematic rotation of a variety
of tables has been introduced. Aw inereasing amount of vegetalles is heing
supplied to the Kiiehem with a consequent falling off of puorchases from
ontside sources,

At the Annual Agrieultural Exhibition at Queen's Park in December,
prizes were awarded for Carrots and Beans exhibited by the Hospital,

Buildting. The Male Isolaiion Ward has keen extended (o accommodate six
(6) extra patients. An open verandsh extension to the Male Visiting Room
hag been built, The previouns Visiting Hoom was small and overcrowded
Other than these no new buildings were erected duriog the vear, but a pro-
grammee for maintenanes and nplkeep of existing buildings was carried out.

Vigitors. During the vear many persons visited the Hospital and wera
very complimentary in their remarks. Among these were His Exeellensy the
governor amd [Lady Arvandeli, De, Wilson Rae of the Colonial Office, Lomsdon,
and Dr. J. P. ('Mahony, Director of Medical Sceviees, Barbados

A number of nnofficial visits wers made by such persons, a8 Lady Arandell,
wife of Ilis Excelleney the Giovernor, Miss Betty Arne, Social Welfare Offieer,
Mrs. J. P. “'MJ:II.I'IJI_'L, wife of Dr. J. P. O ‘Mahony, "|er. Taee of New Ym-k
Clity, (thi= lndy most kimily presented the Tlospital with a som of money
to be used for a Dance and Coneert for the patients), Dr, Whittaker of London
Dr. Chambers of the Tinited States of America, l..mh. Blowl, WMiss Naomi
Thomas (Family Planning Bxnert of New York City), and Miss M. Rowley,
Socia] Welfare Oificer of Grenada.

It is extremely gratifying to read the remarks which all the visitors record
in the Visitors® Book.

Remarks. This has been a satisfactory year and it is evident that both
the Medical Profession and the Community at ]mgo. have shown confidence in
the improved standard of psychiatrie serviee that is now offered in Barbados,

The number of deaths oceurring during the year is the smallest on record,
thongh during the past few vears the death rate has bean slowly deereasing.
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50. More detailed information is given in the Appendices to the Report
and speeial attention is deawn to the eight major canses of death as clussified
under the Intermediste International List of Caunses of Death. These
statistics are shown for 1950—54.

Commnmicalle [hiseascs

51. Ewleric Fever. 42 cases were reported as against 67 in 1958, of
these two or 487 died. 26 cases occurred in the parish of St Michael St
Philip had 4 while St. Joseplh and 5t. Thomas had 3 each. Active smmunisation
measures are taken when cases oceur, Constant vigilance is needed in the
eontrol of this disease. The policy of a separate toilet for every home I]l?’lﬂﬂ.
transcend that for community toilets. Aid in the provision of home
is expected from the cooperation with UNICEF,

52, Tuberewlogie. 111 coses were notified as against 101 in 1953. Total
deaths were 41 of which 27 ocenrred in residents of the populated area P.E Et_..
Michael. Of the 111 eases nofified, 82 or approzimately 75% occurred inm the
parish of St. Michael. The accommodation provided for isolation st the Alms-
houses was used to a greater extent than heretofore, that in 8t. Michael being
nsed to full eapacity. It is a pleasure to note a real start in  Tuberculosis
control by the accommodation of 40 beds in the new ward at the General
Hospital eonstructed as part of the Tospital re-censtruction programme and
the establishment for the first time of an out-patient Tuberculosizs Clinie at
the St. Michael's Health Centre. Statisties are available in Appendices XIX
and XX to cover a period of years

3. IDiphtheria. 40 ecases with 1 death wers notified as against 16 in 1958,
Free antitoxin and free prophylactic toxeid eontinue to he made available
to medieal practitioners,

54. Venereal Ihseases, Although not notifiable, the five types oeeurred
during the vear. Of the 74 deaths cansed by syphilis, or 299 of toial deaths,
4T oecurred within the first year of life and 3 cecarred from the Srst to the
fourth year. Improved venereal dizensea serviees, hased on the overall Health
Centre Serviee on island-wide establishment, will reduee the incidence of
deaths in infents and Health Education Services will encourage more cases to
come for treatment. Modern drugs of proven value makes treatment easy for
the patient and ensures cure in a very high percentage.

55, Leprosy. 1 mew case was reported. There were @ deaths. This disease
ia no lorger considered a problem in the community. Statisties nnder that part
of thizs Keport dealing with the Leper Hospital are of interest.

o, Tofanns, 21 deaths oconrred as a 1esult of the disease. OF this num-
ber 14 were infants under one year of age. The greater percentage of deaths
acearred in infantz from the rural aveas which refleets the need for midwifery
services by gqualified midwives.

67. Cerebro.spinal Meningiliz, 4 eases and 2 deaths were réported.

68. Malariz. The Colony remained free from Malaria and anao
mosgiiitees wers not found. Disinsectisation of schooners and aireraft continues
routinely. '

8. Wheeping fough. No deaths ocenrred.

fill. Details of the incidence of communieable diseases by parishes are
available in Appendix V. The parish of 2t. Michasl may be eonzidered as
Trban and the remainder Ruaral

PART VIII. QUARANTINABLE DISEASES

|’:'-'l. No cases of the five guarantinable or Convention diseases wers
suerbified,

G2, Hat and mosquito control measures continue at the Port of Bridgetown
and the Airport at Seawell. The Department eo-operates with the Chamber
of Commeree amd the Agricultural iety in their annwal rat destruction
programmes. Government adopted the International Sanitary Regulations
L\\‘u}-::lld Health Organisation) Me. 2 for which legislative sanction s still
Teqn .
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63, Smallpor veccinabions. 4,578 persons, ineluding 905 infants, were
protected by vaecination during the year.l“ This does not inelude the numerous
vaccinations done in the Department nor those by medical practitioners from
whom no returns are submitted. The response to infant vaccination continues
ta be very poor and seven parishes did not accept their obligation in this
important aspect of public health. This inactivity by Poblic Vaccinators is
di:ﬁ;nbln. Too often is conscientious objection nsed as a means to evade the

t Vaceination laws. Efforts continne to dispel the ignorance, indifference
and opposition to infant vacscination, and Health Centra g:rm s expeated to
improve the present unsatisfactory situation. 109 vaceinations were performed
at the Speightstown Health Centre.

PART IX. GENERAL SANITATION

4. The eleven Parochial Doards of Commissioners of Health are respon.
sible for the administration of General Sanitation and Hygicne within their
Parishes under the provisions of the Publiz Health Aet, 190E. The cleaning
of yards of bottles, tins and other refuses genm]iﬁr activated by the Aedes
aegypli Programme, and the dnmping of this refuse on sides of roads snd
sireets ontlines the need for an adequate system of eolleetion and disposal of
refuse in each parish, and which does not obtain at present. Tocal Boards must
aceept adequate responsibility in this branch of health work, Parochial ex-
penditnee on sanitation is shown in Appendiz 1.

5. The General Board of Health continued to function chiefly in matters
affecting the sale of land. The Banitary Inspectors of the Department con-
tismed to visit the Parishes and a summary of work is ontlined in Appendix
KXXVII. The main work was devoled to the Aedes aegypti eradication cam.
paign,

G, The local endeavour in the six Northern Parishes, based on the
Speightstown Wealth Centre, for the sonstroction of pre.east comercte units
w5 & contribution to improved sanitation is most commendable (vide Page 14).

67. Walter swpplics. Close lhaizon was maintained with the Waterworks
Lepariment.

68, Housing. The Department is represented om the Housing Board
by the Director of Medical Serviees who is also a Member of the Aided Self.
Help Housing Committec,

9, New Houses, Twenty-mx (26) three-roomed flats wers erected during
1954—55 at the Pine Housing Estate at an average eost of 2,500,

In addition a shop was also constructed at a eost of $2,550.

Each lonse contains a living room, two bedrooms, kitehen, pit lateioe
and a room for bathing with enclosed yard. These are rented to families in
the lower income bhracket for $2.00 per week.

70, Preparation of sites and removal af houses, One hundred and tws
£102) houses were removed and re-erected on prepared aites. These were
removed from various congested areas in the City,

Pit latrines {using pre-sast slabs and risers), rooms for bathing, prownd.
sels and steps were erceted to serve ¢ach house at an average cost of %277,

il. Relf-Nelp Howses. Fifteem (13) three-roomed honses were completad
during 1954 at Clinketts, =i Ll:lt"rl.". These were erested by !EH-IIJE'IF method

e lundred and five (105} were under construction as follows . —

30 at Bay Estate, 8t. Michael,

30 at Cave Hill, 8t. Michael

15 at Sayes Conrt, Christ Church
30 at Bix Cross Woads, St. Philip,

PART X. FOOD SUPPLIES AND NUTRITION

79, The nutritional level of the population was maintained. Good eondi-

# evailed loeally for the growing of ons and fish was in good sup.
I:IT IE‘:ruld Storage facilities need to be enlarged. Priee contrel and subsidisa-
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