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10. The constant efforts of the Department to make progress were
crystailised by Government in the issuance of three reports covering major
aspects of Government policy:

(2) The Report of the Committee appointed to examine the Estal-
lishment of Administrative, Professional and Technical
Officers.

(b) The Report on Training for the Public Service of Barbados.

The recommendations related to the provision of leave passages and to
revision of salaries and were accepted by the Legislature. The improved
conditions of service has already had the expected beneficial effect on re-
cruitment in that already key posts such as Specialist Physician, Anaesthe-
tist and Sister Tutor, General Hospital, have been filled and an appoint-
ment has been made to the post of Medical Officer of Health, Speightstown
Health Centre.

The Report as related to the Department is designed to improve the Nursing
Services at the General and Mental Hospitals to the standard necessary for
recognition by the General Nursing Council for England and Wales. Stress
is laid on the importance of improving the teaching services at the hospitals,
including an adequate complement of specialist officers and scholarships
are proposed for a five-year period to the extent of four each vear for the
General Hospital and for a three-year period to the extent of two each
year for the Mental Hospital for graduate training in the United Kingdom
leading to United Kingdom qualifications and registration and for suitable
veriods of post-graduate training after qualification. Two scholarships are
also offered for training in Radiography and Radiotherapy. -

{c}) Five Year Plan of Development and Taxation.

This Report outlines the extent of the development of the Department over
the next five years. It allows for an extension of accommodation of 100
beds at the General Hospital and of development of Public Health services
for the urban area of St. Michael based on the Health Centre principle
which aims to prevent disease, prolong life and promote health and
efficiency. The latter, coupled with the Health Centre soon to be establish-
ed at Speighistown to serve the northern area of the Island, is a welcome
emphasis on prevention of disease, since this is cheap and purchasable and
will lead to a healthy community and will support a buovant Suhliu purse
—two very desirable and attractive things. However, thiz development
does not allow of extension of public health preventive services to the re-
maining third or southern area of the Island. Tt is indefensible by any
argument that only two-thirds of the community should receive these
SETVIC2S.

11. Difficulties of staffing did not permit of the opening of the Health
Centre at Speightstown during the year under review. However, the im-
proved conditions of serviee made possible the appointment of a Medical
Officer of Health on transfer and the officer is expected to take up his duties
early in the new financial year 1953/54,

PART III. VITAL STATISTICS.

12. The following are the principal vital statistical data for the year
ended 31st December, 1952:—

Estimated population L b ey 210,015
Births registered .. F = o 7,291
Birth Rate per 1,000 of the population o 33.29
Deaths registered .. L b 3 3,186
Dezth Rate per 1,000 of the population e 1455
Infant Mortality Rate s o e 146
Maternal Mortality per 1,000 live births o 3.15

Still birth rate per 100 live births .. o 242
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There was a slight increase compared with the previous year in the use
of the Ehrlich diazo reaction as a preliminary test for enteric fever, 59
specimens with positive findings in 12 underwent the test for the said
reaction,

24 specimens of smears and of urine into which vaginal swabs had been
dropped were examined for Trichomonas. Ten were found to be positive,

There was during the year a decreased use made of the Friedman test
for the products of pregnancy and 22 specimens of urine were subjected to
the test. The results obtained continued as in former years to be very ac-
curate.

Blood: The haemoglobin was estimated in 836 specimens of blood and
the counting of the red blood eorpuscies and of the white blood corpuscles
was carried oul in 339 and 573 specimens respectively.

Blood films from 191 persons were obtained and a differential white
cell count for each person was made from the same films after they had
been stained. Observations were reported on the types and staining reac-
tions of the red cells as seen in stained films from 25 persons,

The number of platelets in 2 specimens was counted and the red blood

corpuscles of 1 person underwent = fragility test,
118 specimens of faeces were tested for occult blood and 2 other speci-

mens of faeces were examined for the presence of red blood corpuscles
ard of mucus.

The amounts of urea, of glueuse, of chlorides and of calcium were
estimated in 333, 84, 1 and 2 specimens respectively.

The sedimentation rate, the packed cell volume and the coagulation
time of 273, 276 and of 4 specimens respectively were determined.

Van den Bergh reactions on 2 blood sera were carried out and also the
ieterus indices of 4 blood sera were caleulated.

The ABO group of the blood of each of 612 persons was determined.
The persons were divided up between the four major groups in the follow-
ing numbers:—

Group A s ; e " 169 persons
= B . s o i 111 "
e e 15
i O i) ¥ S
612 persons

In addition to the above-mentioned grouping 245 specimens of blood
were cross-matched and the Rh group of 46 persons determined.

Cerebro-spinal fluids: The number of white cells per cubic millimetre
was counted in 99 specimens and tests for the excess of globulin were car-
ried out on 96 specimens,

The predominating type of cell was determined in 8 specimens. The
amounts of chlorides and of glucose were estimated in 2 and 2 specimeans
respectively.

The colloidal gold test was carried out on 80 specimens. 66 gave no
reaction, whilst 13 gave curves in the paretic zone and 1 a curve in the
tabetic zone.

Miscellaneous: 17 specimens of fluid from the pleural and abdominal
eavities were stained and examined for the predominating type of cell,
whilst 2 were examined for malignant cells,

The testing of 4 fractional test meals was carried out and the free
hydrochloric acid content and total acidity of 141 specimens were deter-
mined. One specimen of gastric juice was examined for malignant cells.

1 specimen of seminal fluid was examined for motility of spermatozoa
and the number of spermatozoa per millimetre was counted in 2 specimens.

A Frei test for Lymphopathia venereum was carried out on 3 persons
with a weakly positive reaction occurring in 1 person,

2 specimens of scrapings from the eonjunctiva of the eyelids and 2
similar scrapings were examined for excess of eosinophiles and for inclu-

s1on bodies respectively.
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E. Pathological Histology

Once again there was a further increase for the year in the number of
tissue sections examined and on which reports were issued. The total
number for the year was 287 and of these, 109 showed evidence of the
existence of malignant changes.

F. Fungoid Diseases

Examination of specimens for fungoid diseases were very few, Scrap-
mgs from enly 1 person were examined with positive findings.

H. Medico-Legal Investigations

Specimens composed of semens, hairs, articles and garments numbering
in all 27 were examined. A more detailed list is given below:—

Smears examined for the presence of gonocoeei .. . 5

Smears examined for spermatozoa ik i it 13

Hairs for identification (from two different cases) .. o 2
Articles examined for the presence of blood and of huma

blood A o s 4 - & T

27

Further statistics are available in Appendix XXI.
25. The Mental Hospital

Staff;: One Medical Superintendent,
Two Assistant f(edicn] Superintendents,
One Matron,
One Assistant Matron and Sister Tutor,

26. The Medical Superintendent writes:—

Admissions: The total number of patients in residence on the 31st
December, 1952 was 701 (281 males and 420 females) as against 702 (286
males and 416 females) on the 31st December, 1951,

The average number in residence during the year was 704 as against
712 in 1851, The highest number at any time being 728 on the night of 2Tth
April and the lowest 692 on the nights of 27th July, 10th, 24th and 31st
August and 14th September,

202 patients (133 males and 159 females), of which 117 were certified,
148 temporary and 27 voluntary, were admitted for treatment during the
year, as against 188 (83 males and 105 females) in 1951.

180 patients (74 males and 106 females) of which 69 were permanently
discharged and 111 discharged after a trial period of one to three months,
were sent out as against 139 (62 males and 77 females) in 1951. There are
23 patients still out on trial at the end of the vear.

46 patients were admitted under observation. Of this number, 30 (18
males and 12 females) were discharged, not having been certified, and 13
were certified (9 males and 4 females). 2 males and 1 female died. These
were deportees from Panama,

Deaths: The total number of deaths during the year under report was
60 (26 males and 34 females) as against 64 (28 males and 36 females) in 1951.
This is the lowest death rate since 1940, the number Juring the three pre-

ceding years being 83, T0 and 64. Five of these deaths oceurred st the
General Hospital (4 males and 1 female),

The main causes of deaths were as follows:—

1. Mpyaocardial degeneration G iz iy 19
2. Arterioselerosis i i A £ 2
3. Dementia paralytica .. B - E T
4 Pulmonary tuberculosis i A o 4

Health: The general health of the patients remains satisfactory. There
has been no epidemic disease and the death rate has shown a steady fall
during the last three years.

There were no escapes or suicides during the year under report.
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Accommodation: For the accommodation of patients there are 35 dor-
mitories holding 380 beds and 405 single rooms. Total bed accommoda-
tion: T85.

Stafi: The Medical Superintendent, Dr. R, M. Lloyd-Still, went sn
leave from 13th June, 1952 to 4th November, 1952. During his leave he
visited Psychiatric Clinics and research centres in London, Vienna and
New York.

During the absence of the Medical Superintendent, Dr. J, J, Klimezynski
acted as Medical Superintendent.

Dr. W. Terajewicz was appointed Assistant Medical Superintendent on
contract for three years and assumed duty on 6th May, 1952,

The post of Assistant Matron and Sister Tutor still remains vacant.
Arrangements are being made to fill the post temporarily. It is hoped that
a suitable candidate will be obtained in the near future as the salary and
conditions of service of the appointment have improved.

Treatment: Treatment was maintained as before, i.e. rest, sedation,
psychotherapy, occupational therapy in addition to modern physical
methods, especially EEC.T. A number of cases are being treated success-
fully with modified insulin, i.e. pre-coma doses for long periods. These
cases had previously not improved on E.C.T.

Cases of Dementia paralytica and cerebral syphilis are treated with a
gourse of penicillin. Six mega units with preliminary bismuth followed
by Tryparsamide in most cases. All cases with positive blood Kahn and
negative cerebro-spinal fluid receive appropriate treatment. Unfortunate-
ly, too many cases are still received in advanced stages of the disease.

Cases of pulmonary tuberculosis, which are few in number, if suitable
clinically and radiologically, are treated with streptomyecin and Isoniazid

Reaction: The patients have been entertained by the Hospital cinema,
Police Band concerts and daily rediffusion programmes which are relayed
to different sections of the Hospital through loud-speakers. Dances are alsp
given on special occasions. Cards, dominoes, etc. are available for the
amusement of suitable patients.

Selected patients are allowed sea-bathing and some are taken for motor
rides in the Hospital's pirk-up.

A large number of patients watch the Hospital Cricket XI play on our
own cricket ground and also play their own cricket, football and basket ball.

Farm: The stock on the dairy farm continues to increase by addition
of young heifers born and bred at the Hospital and the number of milch
cattle has increased. 3

More pigs have been reared on the farm. The supply of pork to the
Institution has increased and more revenue has been obtained from the sale
of young pigs.

Provision in the Government Five Year Plan has been made for im
proving the overall out-put of the farm, so that it can be run on a more
economical basis.

Buildings: The new guarters for the Matron and the Assistant Matron
and Sister Tutor were completed during the vear and occupied.

The Matron's old quarters have Leen converted into pay ward accom-
modation and eight rooms provided.

Six additional rooms at the male pay ward were also constructed
during the year.

Miscellancous: The Mental Health Act which came into operation on
2nd January, 1952 has met with a very good response from the publie
and general practitioners, as, during the year 148 patients were admitted
for temporary treatment and 27 for voluntary treatment. This exceeds
those admitted under certificate by 2 large margin.

The fact that in the first year of the institution of voluntary admission
nearly 30 individuals have presented themselves for treatment is a prom-
iting beginning and shows that any stigma still attaching te the Mental
Hospital is diminishing.
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The Police have been relieved cf their nﬁrevious responsibilities in
connection with the conveying of patients tc and from the Mental Hospital.

During the major part of the year the Hospital transported patients
in hired taxis until the Bedford Utilevan was delivered in November,

The Magistrates have received considerable relief from their duties
as most of the temporary patients would previously have come through
the courts,

The former complicated procedure for the discharge of patients where-
by there was long delay before Government samction was obtained and
patients had to be retained after the time when they could have taken
their discharge has been replaced by the simple procedure of discharge
without delay by the Medical Superintendent who has the power to give
varying periods of trial outside the Hospital to patients. This has
very satisfactory and only in very rare cases do the patients not appear
after their trial period is completed.

Further Statistics are available in APPENDIX XXII

27. The Leper Hospital.

The genera] health of the patients remains satisf :

Sulphetrone and DADPS treatment continues to be used with marked
benefit to the patients.

Thirty-nine (39) discharged patients present themselves at regule:
intervals for examination and remain in good physical condition.

The following statistics are of interest:—

No. of inmates in residence on 1st January, 1952 .... 33
Mew admissions e 3
Re-admissions on compassionate grounds ... 1]
Discharges e, 9
Deaths 3

3

In residence on 3lst December, 1952
28, The Maternity Hospital.

Mrs. K. L. Topple was appointed Matron on agreement and took up
duty on 11th December, 1952. From lst April to this date, Miss C. Mayers,
Senior Resident Nurse-Midwife, acted as Matron until 31st August and Miss
D. E. Moller acted as Matron from 1st September to 10th December, 1952.

Dr. A. P. Muir, Visiting Obstetrician, resigned on 10th March, 1952 and
Dr. F. G. Reader was appointed to the post from this date.

s The training of midwives continued during the year. Ten trained

nurse-pupils completed the one-year course and all passed the final exam-

ination.

The ante-natal and post-natal clinics continue to perform efficient work
Attendances are increasing and the patients show great interest in health
education lectures, The breast feeding clinic is well attended and the
mothers are taking an active interest in the care of their babies.

The following statistics record the work of the Hospital:—

Admissions i 606
Deliveries ... 528
Maternal deaths (post-partum haemorrhapge) 1
WNeo-natal deaths 7
Still births ... 7
Ante-natal attendances 3,780
Post-natal attendances 273
Dental benefits 285
Kahn Tests i i 680
Positive Kahns (% positive — 14.6% ) 1M

The number of mothers benefitting by institutional midwifery care in
hospitals and almshouses is as follows:—

Maternity Hospital ... 528
General Hospital ... 428
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Almshouses:
St. Michael 405
St. Greorge B8
ot Lucy ... 51
Others 96
No. attended by Christ Church parish midwife 49

29. The Prison Hospital:

One case of tuberculosis is isolated at the Prison Hospital under satis-
factory conditions. The incidence of illness was low during the year and
the heaith of the prisoners was satisfactory.

30. The Governmenl Industrial Schools:

There were 86 boys and 14 girls in residence at the date of inspection.
Medical and dental services are available by a Visiting Physician and Dental
Surgeon. Minor ailments were chiefly encountered.

3l. The Nightingale Home for children:

Increased accommodation made available in 1851 has been a great im-
provement.

The senior boys and girls continue to receive training in certain trades.

16 boyz and 19 girls were accommodated at the date of inspection in the
Home which is a model of its kind in responsible supervision and welfare
services. Consideration might be given to the provision of some welfare
link between the past boys and girls and the Home or welfare services of
5t. Michael's parish, ;

32. Parochial Almshouses:

The Churchwardens and Guardians continue to administer these
institutions with care and interest. The Parochial Medical Officers attend
regularly once or twice weekly and good standards of medical care con-
tinue. In general, buildings were maintained in good condition.

A welcome addition to the St. Philip's Almshouse is the Evangelina
Smith Memorial Home which makes provision for a maternity ward and a
children’s ward.

33. Voluntary Agencies:

The Baby Welfare League, the St. Lawrence Child Health Centre, the
St. Philip Baby Welfare Centre, the Christ Church Baby Welfare League
and the ahi]dmn’s Goodwill League, whose interest is the care of the in-
fant and child, continue to operate clinic services and give food supplements
and meals to necessitous children. These agencies provide medical super-
vision. Infant welfare services have been started in other parishes,

34. Nursing Services:

The General Nursing Couneil functioned regularly throughout the year.

The Council appointed a study group to consider draft Rules and Regu-
lations and amendments to the Nurses and Midwives Registration Act
1932—1 to bring them into line with modern practice and approved instru-
ments in the United Eingdom,

The Barbacdos Nurses' Association—a private organisation operates a
nurses employment bureau and continues to administer a Government grant
amounting to $2500 under the supervision of the Director of Medical
Services. Two District Nurses are employed who visit some schools and
provide treatment for minor ailments there and in the Homes. Some ad-
viee ig given in ante-natal and infant care and cases referred by medical
practitioners are provided with the necessary care.

The Association had under consideration an extension of their Visiting
Nursing Service on an Island-wide basis. The practical application of this
extension and its financial implication requires very careful study before
the Association should commit itself extensively and concentration at first
to urban areas only would provide valuable experience.
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PART VI. GENERAL AND COMMUNICABLE DISEASES.

35. Figures in this part of the Report and the statistical tables in the
Appendices refer to the calendar year 1952

Genera] Diseases,

36. Diseases of the Circulatory System were responsible for 621 deaths
representing 19.497% of total deaths.

37. Discases of Early Infancy were responsible for 630 deaths, repre-
senting 19.77% of total deaths.

38, Infective and Parasitic Diseases were responsible for 295 deaths,
representing 8.26% of total deaths.

35. Discases of the Hespiraiory System — 389 deaths were registered,
representing 12.21% of total deaths. 298 of these were due to pneumonia
or broncho-pneumaonia and of these 143 occurred within the first year of life.
Deaths from pulmonary tuberculosis and whooping-cough are not included
in this category.

40. Iniracranial lesions of vascular origin accounted for 139 deaths,
representing 4369 of total deaths. These causes represented 87% of the
deaths due to diseases of the Nervous Svstem and Sense Organs.

41. seases of the Digestive System accounted for 271 deaths, repre-
senting 8.51 % of total deaths.

42 Cancer and Other Tumours were the cause of 168 deaths, repre-
senting 5.27% of total deaths.

43, More detailed information is given in the Appendices to the Report
and special attention is drawn to the eight major causes of death as classified
under the Intermediate International List of Causes of Dreath. These
statistics are shown for 1942/52,

Communicable Diseases.

44. Enteric Fever:—52 cases were reported as against 53 in 1951. Of
these seven or 13.5% died. 19 cases occurred in the parish of St. Michael
and the remaining number occurred about equally in the remaining parishes
with the exception of St. Lucy where no case was reported. Cases occurred
as small sudden outbreaks which were limited by active immunization
measures, Constant vigilanee is needed for the control of the diseaze. The
Sanitary Commissioners have been made aware that loans can be made
from Labour Welfare Funds for the conslruction of sanitary toilets in in-
dividual homes and the prevailing policy of toilets for each home must be
actively pursued. This is a far better poliey than that of the provision of
communal toilets which, in any case, has restrictive application in this com-
munity. By the poliey of a toilet for each home, sanitation will tend to be-
come a way of life and, fostered by knowledge, will tend to exist as an ideal
and an obligation.

45. Tuberculosis:—83 cases were notified as against 77 in 1951, Total
deaths were 78, of which 48 occurred in residents of the populated area of
St. Michael. Of the 83 cases notified 56 or, approximately 87 %, occurred in
the parish of St. Michael. Cases have come under medical supervision
more than in previous vears, and the isolation facilities available at Alms-
houses -— particularly that of St. Michael — have been used to a greater
extent than previously. These isolation facilities must continue to be
available to the community and the provision of Public Health and Curative
Services to be established by Central Government and now assured by the
appropriation in the Five Year Plan of Development, should ensure real
progress towards a reduction of the incidence of this disease. Statistics
are available in Appendix XVI to cover a period of vears.
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46. Diphtheria:—5 cases with 1 death were notified as against 18 in
1951. Free antitoxin and free prophylatic toxoid continue to be made
available to mediecal practitioners.

47. Venereal Diseases:—Although not notifiable, the five types occurred
during the year. Of the 147 deaths caused by syphilis, or 46% of total
deaths, 86 occurred within the first year of life and 15 occurred from the
first to the fourth vear. Improved venereal diseases services based on the
overall Health Centre Service to be established will reduce the incidence of
deaths in infants and Health Education Services will encourage more cases
to come for treatment. Modern drugs of proven value makes treatment
easy for the patient and ensures cure in a very high percentage.

~ 48 Leprosy:—3 new cases were reported. There was one death. This
disease is no longer considered a problem in the community.

49, Tetanus:—25 deaths occurred as a result of the disease. Of this
number 11 were infants under one year of age. The greater percentage of
deaths securred in infants from the rural areas which reflects the need for

midwifery services bv qualified midwives.
30, Cercbro-spinal Meningitiss—No cases were reported.

51. Malaria:— The Colony remained free from malaria and anophel-
ine mosguitoes were not found. Disinsectisation of schooners and aireraft
continues routinely,

52. Wheoeping Cough:— 4 deaths occurred,

83. Details of the incidence of communicable diseases by parishes are
available in Appendix V. The parish of St. Michael may be considered ag
Urban and the remainder Rural.

PART VII. QUARANTINABLE DISEASES

g::.d No cases of the five guarantinable or Convention diseases were
notified.

55. Rat and mosquito control measures continue at the Port of Bridge-
town and the airport at Seawell. The Department co-operates with the
Chamber of Commerce and the Agricultural Society in their annual rat
destruction programmes. Government adlt'rlPtEd the International Sanitary
Regulations (World Health Organisation) No. 2 for which Legislative sanc-
tion will be required.

6. Small-pox Vaccinations:— 4,606 persons, including 1,026 infants,
were protected by vaccination during the year. The response to infant
vaccination continues to be very poor and five parishes did not accept their
obligation in this important agpect of public health. This inactivity by
Fublic Vaccinators is deplorable. Too often is conscientious objection used
as a means to evade the Infant Vaccination laws. Efforts continue to dispel
the ignorance, indifference and opposition to infant vaccination. and Health
Centre Service will greatly help the present unsatisfactory situation,

PART VIII. GENERAL SANITATION

57. The eleven parcchial Boards of Commissioners of Health are re-

nsible for the administration of General Sanitation and Hygiene within
their parishes under the provisions of the Public Health Act. 1908. The
need for improvement in Sanitary Inspectorial Services mentioned in mv
Report for 1951/52 is exemplified by the fact that of the 83 Sanitary Inspec-
tors employed by the eleven parishes, only 37 or 159% approximately are
considered adequately qualified by reason of the possession of the Certifi-
cate of the Royal Sanitary Instifute. The Commissioners of Health and
the Sanitary Inspectors’ Association should take note of the need for im-
provement since the service to the publie in sanitation of the environment
plays a very important part in community health. Their service must pro-
duce among the people the effect that sanitation is a way of life which musi
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come from within the people. It is an expression of clean living in the
home, factory, estate, village and town which, nourished by knowledge,
should exist ag an ideal and obligation in human relations,

58. The General Board of Health continued to function during the
year. Its Sanitary Inspectors continued to visit the parishes and a summary
of their services is supplied under Appendix XXIIIL

59. Six model latrines were supplied free by the Department of Medi-
cal Services to various parishes as an aid in improving rural sanitation.

60. Water Suppliesi— Close liaison was maintained with the Water-
works Department. Service lines continue to be extended and all supplies
chlorinated.

61. Housing:— The Department is represented on the Housing Board
by the Director of Medical Services who attended all meetings. The Director
was appointed a member of the Aided Self-Hel](? Housing Committee with
a view to the establishment of schemes for Self Help Housing. Two Self
Help Housing experts attached to the Caribbean Commission under the
Point Four Programme attended some of these meetings. The Committes
coneluded that Aided Self Help was worthy of introduction to Barbadog and
thig conclusion was put into practical effect by a start in the construction ot
fifteen houses on Government land at Clincketts, St. Lucy, on 1st Fe %
There is little doubt that this scheme and its Island-wide extension
greatly help our housing problems,

62. Eighty-two houses were removed from congested areas in Bridge-
town and placed on plots at the Government-owned Bay Estate where pub-
lic utilities were provided. In addition, three units of four flate each were
erected on the Bay Estate and site preparation for future housing was
started at the Pine Estate.

PART [X. FOOD SUPPLIES AND NUTRITION

63, The nutritional level of the population was maintained. Good
conditions prevailed locally for the growing of provisions and fish was in
good supply. Price control and subsidisation of rice, pickled pork and flour
were in effect and our requirements of these importations were met.

64. School Meals:— The school meal to elementary school children
continued satisfactorily.

65. Institutions:— The diet of Hospitals and Almshouses was satis-
factory and no difficulty was Experiencedpin maintaining food supplies.

PART X. SCHOOL HEALTH

66. There is no organised school medical service. Free dental service

continued to be given by two part-time dentists and 5,228 children were
provided with dental care.

67. 161 children suffering from visual defects received treatment
the Senior Visiting Ophthalmic Surgeon of the General Hospital and
were provided with spectacles free,

PART XI. PUBLIC HEALTH EDUCATION.

6. Instruction in Hygiene and Sanitation is given by school teachers
to their pupils in the Elementary School.

69. The annual course of training for Sanitary Inspectors was given by
the Senior Medical Officer of Health. The British West Indies Board of
Examiners of the Roval Sanitary Institute conducted examinations for
Sanitary Inspectors and Health Visitors in the Colony in November 1052,

70. Two Sanitary Inspectors, one each from the parishes of St. Michael
and Christ Church, and two Nurses, were selected for training at the Public
Health Training Centre in Jamaica for which funds from the West Indies
Training Scheme were provided.
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71. The Barbadoes Sanitary Inspectors’ Association held a one-day con-
ference in October in Sanitation and Public Health Education.

PART XIl. MEDICAL REGISTRATION ACT, DRUGGISTS ACT,
THERAPEUTIC SUBSTANCESD;% éﬂ]} DANGEROUS DRUGS

72. The Medical Assessors, under the Chairmanship of the Director of
Medical Services, continued, at needed intervals, to perform their funetions
under the Medical Registration Act, 1911—6 and the Druggists Act, 1894—3.

73. Under the Dangerous Drugs Act, 1936—3 and the Therapeutic Sub-
stances Act, 1949, the Director of Medical Services supervised the importa-
tion and internal control of dangerous drugs and therapeutic substances.

PART XIII. VISITS.

T4, Miss M. Houghton, M.BE.E., Chief Education Officer of the General
Nursing Council for England and Wales, visited Barbados for two weeks be-
ginning 24th December on a regional tour of the British West Indies to ad-
vise on nursing training with a view to gaining reciprocity of training and
recognition by the General Nursing Council for England and Wales.

T5. Miss Houghton visited all institutions—the major time being spent
at the General Hospital and attended a meeting of the General Nursing
Couneil of Barbados.

76. In June, Mr. Gordon Carter, Deputy Chief of the United Nations
International Children's Emergency Fund area office for Central America
and the Caribbean, visited Barbados in view of the interest expressed to the
Waorld Health Organisation for possible assistance in a B.C.G. Campaign
and insect control programmes. Preliminary discussions took place with
His Excellency the Governor, the Colonial Secretary and the Director of
Medical Services. Mr. Carter synchronised his visit with that of Dr. Osvik,
B.C.G. Project Adviser to the World Health Organisation who spent two
weeks surveying the problem of tuberculosis and studying the possibilities
of developing a mass B.C.G. Programme. A report was presented,

77. Miss Alice C. Shaffer, Chief Area Officer, UNICEF, visited in
February to discuss the possibilities of assistance in community health pro-
grammes.

78. The Director of Medical Services visited Trinidad for two weeks
in September to experience the B.C.G. programme in operation there,

79. Dr. P. F. de Caires, Regional Representative of the World Health
Organisation, visited in August, October and January, 1953. A plan of
operations was prepared and a request made to the World Health Organisa-
tion nunder its expanded programme of Technical Assistance for supplies and
technical assistance for an Aedes aegypti eradication programme in Barba-
dos.

80. The plan included the provision of four short-term scholarships
for four Sanitary Inspectors to gain experience in insect control programmes
elsewhere in the West Indies. Application for these scholarships hawve
been made for the four Sanitary Inspectors nominated by Government—
the Chief Sanitary Inspector, }Bepartment of Medical Services and the
ghiif Sanitary Inspectors of the parishes of St. Michael, Christ Church and

t. Lucy.

8l. Dr T. C. Hunt of St. Mary's Hospital, London, was nominated by
the University of London as their Inspector to report on the suitability of
hospitals in the Caribbean area for pre-registration training under the pro-
visions of the British Medical Act, 1950. An inspection of the General
Hospital, Barbados, was agreed on and Dr. Hunt visited for four days
in Oetober, 1952,
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APPENDIX XXI
BACTERIOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT
ANALYSIS OF ALL EXAMINATIONS FOR THE YEARS 1034,

143 to 18562
% Total | Total | Total | Total | Total | Total | Total | Total | Total | Total | Total
NATURE OF EXAMINATION 1634 1943 1944 1945 10446 1647 1948 1945 1050 1951 1952
B. typhosus T . 131 151 140 146 104 260 201 140 1
B. paratyphosus A. ... w115 130 151 149 146 194 230 201 140 Igg ]Igg
B. paratyphosus B, ... 115 130 151 149 146 1 230 201 140 1649 158
B. E;:t\rphm G 17 0 0 0 0 0 ] 0 0 ] 0
B, nteriae 1 0 1] 0 0 0 {1 0 0 0 1]
Br. abortus & Br, melitensis ... 0 1 o 0 = 1] 8 10 4 4 14
& C-8 Fluid reaction for syphilis ,..| 1,146 3,658 8,791 | 10,515 | 4,130 4213 6,087 6480 514 9,196 8,932
tion for Lymphopathia venercum nl.m‘.L d
i for leishmaniasis i 1 [ 0 [ 1] 1 3 7 0 3
T. pallidum ] 17 17 5 5 11 19 23 9 20 17
Malaria parasites 26 41 it 28 21 o ] o3 17 23 19
Microfilariae 7 1 3 0 0 [1] 0 2 3 9 10
mw Plro]ﬂnsmu u.ml
eria, ato. £ 2 0 2 0 4 1] 1 0 0 0 1]
A Trypancsomes 1 0 1] 0 0 1] 0 0 0 ] (1]
rochaetes ofmla.p-uing fever ... 0 1 1] 0 0 0 0 ] 0 0 0
counts, Bta. 62 Sl 205 278 377 320 523 M BIM 424 1.974
Caleium, Urea & Uric acid in the blood 0 27 20 12 a2 14 06 101 172 EE] 420
time of blood, bleeding time and
ntation rate aes 0 il 5 5 3 11 ) 56 72 146 553
of bloods & blood gmumngu 4 2 10 0 15 1 (171 4 206 680 903
il in faeces & stomach contents, froe.
In stomach and test meals o 116 87 45 &l a7 i 3 il 122 95 10K} 20
ovi & amochae of dysentery vl 153 140 147 120 161 210 211 282 214 242 264
2 =% 39 [ili} a5 B4 L] i 165 16 190 161 287
Cellular content, excess of globulin,
cle bacilli & other organisms ete. ... 1 22 24 44 92 52 64 170 380 2001 306
bacilli in facces & calf’s liver scrapings 0 2 1 16 a1 12 7 ] 5 0 3
.| 230 308 6 258 | 203 206 280 308 350 335 447
" . 30 19 7 14 ) 17 41 26 i O 104
o 130 01 62 62 85 81 149 223 01 373 782
i yco. leprae n 13 17 19 12 4 21 it 125 b 70
_ﬂﬂnnﬂa‘tubmlabandhurnthﬂr = 3 o i 81 16
u'ginm.! 5 2 2 0 25
| Pleuritic, synovial or abdominal
fluid ... 4 4 3 10 13 13 a2 24 24 pLi 19
| Nose & throat smears ... 8 18 5 17 6 15 6 8 13 11 9
11 T 4 14 20 i 13 21 17 4 2z
2 (1] 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0
4 T 0 7 5] 4 28 40 5l k1] 36
aT 265 207 105 188 388 190 233 242 196 124
1 0 0 0 1] 0 (1] 1 0 (i} 1
20 11 3 i o 14 3 G i3 11 16
1 1 4 B4 30 ] 2 3 3 B 4
11 5 2 1 1] ] 12 4 13 24 43
1 [0} 1} 2 2 0 1 2 3 55 M
1 1] 1] L] 0 4 ] 0 0 0 o
13 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 2 7 3 0 0 6 27 Fi 15
382 250 176 a0 0 0 0 0 L 0 0
d 5 3 0 2 3 3 1 4 & 1
835 (551 B39 5l 745 471 bla it 428 630 (i3
0 43 a6 42 48 49 (C1] 72 L) o 23
82 a5 15 a0 a5 52 48 o7 3 40 27
3,821 | 6473 | 12,450 | 12064 | 6041 | 7003 | 0400 | 10,254 | 11,296 | 15008 | 16,930
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APPENDIX XXIII

SUMMARY OF THE WORK PERFORMED BY THE INSPECTING
FIELD FORCE FOR THE YEAR 1952—53

During the period 1st April, 1952 to 3lst March, 1053, the work dene the
Inspectors’ ing Field Foree and subordinate staff) fniigwed

ent (
along the usual lines and included the following :—

{a) House inspection,

(b) Mosquito survey work.

{¢) Quarantine work and port sanitation.

(d) Work in connection with the prevention of the spread of infections

2. House inspection. General house-to-house ion was done at v
intervale ench month in selected areas in each of the eleven parishes of the Island.

These inspections did not include special inspections which are also carried out on

other Government-owned buildings and elementary schools. a

4. During the course of these inspections, it was observed that further
improvements had been effected in several phases of the work and this was due
largely to the co-operation of householders who have from time to time made
efforts to follow as closely as possible the instructions given them by the district
sanitary inspectors in the various parishes. Despite this, however, there is still
cause for some concern at the rate of progress which must yet be regarded as slow.

4. The introduction of certain amenities for the better disposal of refuse
from premises in some of the parishes, has done much to reduce nuisances arising
from this source. It is still to be regretted, however, that efforts along these lines
are not general throughout the Island. The close proximity of houses in certain
areas constitutes w fire hazard that cannot be wholly ignored, but wherever prac-
ticable, disposal of inflammable refuse by burning under proper supervision would
tend to reduce the volume of rubbish which is generally seen in and around some
rural areas. J e

5. In its fight against the spread of infectious bowel diseases in the Island
the Department of Medical Services has supplied several householders with Eg
atrines, especially where the type of convenience in use at the time was i
or where the premises were without sanitary arrangements of any kind. Apart
from their regular fanction, these latrines were also intended to serve as models
for householders, who were able to do so, to erect similar t in order to prevent
thaiugrma.nﬂugrmsnl‘ﬂimtuthummmhofthu pits. far, however, nothing
has been done to follow the example sot,

6. There has been a considerable increase in the number of elementary
schools at which the water carriage system has been installed over the period under
review amnd provision has also been made for better lavatory facilities at the

majority,

7. With the exception of the pit hole, other sanitary conveniences in
use in the various districts were being maintained in & fair condition. The pit
hole as a sanitary convenience is out-moded, and in as much as these are not pat to
any practical use in most cases, they must be rded as potential sources of
danger and nuisance, and as such, should be abolished.

8. Nuisance from fly breeding was seasonal, but it was clearly seen that some
effort had been made at least to reduce the quantity of manure usually retained
on individual premises in some of the parishes. Fly infestation is still very preva.
lent and this probably is due to the fact that the removal of manure from pens and
other sites where animals are kept is not always as thorough as it should be.

9, The incidence of mosquito breeding in water receptacles and other things
is still high comparatively speaking. From observations noted, quite a number
of the cases recorded fall under the category of “other things in which mosquitoes
were found breeding on premises”. Greater care has been taken to see that water
barrels and other water containers are washed regularly but there is still need for
more vigilance where such things as discarded motor car tyres and parts, disused
urinals, eatch-pits and defective waste water drains are concerned.
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10. Mosquito survey work: As in former years, this work was carried out at

periods during each month. Included in this was also the inspection  of

water containers | , cemented troughs and other receptacles) around plantation

yards, whenever outdoor work wus hampered to any extent by the inclemency of
the weather.

11. Mosquitoes of the genus Culer were found breeding in general where the
ponds and other collections were concerned. but oceasionally Adedes egypti  were
encountered in collections in some of the receptacles around the various estate

yucl.u.

12. Conditions around the majority of these places were much the same as
were noted during the previous vear, and very few changes, if any, were observed
around the various watering places. [t was suggested in the previous report that

celeaning should be done at regular intervals as a mosquito contrel measure
wherever it was found impracticable to do general cleaning. So far, very little
has been done in this respect.

13. Control measures are still very limited and only in four (4) of the parishes
of the Island (St. Michael, St. James, St. Peter and Christ Chureh) has there
been any resemblance of regular svstematic treatment of water courses and stag.
nant collections. In some of the other parishes, however, control work was also

observed but this was generally spasmodic,

14, In as much as the stocking of colleetions with larvivorous fish is one of
the phases in the work of general control, it must be remembered that these fish
cannot act effectively where there is an abundant growth of vagat.u.tmn Girass-

cleaning work should be more general.

15. Quarantine and .Fmi Sanitation: The fomigation of ships as a routine
quarantine measure was taken over in full from the Harbour and Shipping Depart-
ment by the Department of Medical Services from the st of April, 1952 imtl this
work of deratization is now being done by the special Kat Control Branch attached
to the Inspecting Field Force. During the period under review, fifty-four (54)
vessels wore fumigated and 198 rats were found dead at the conclusion of these

tions. Of this number seven (7) were of the Mus raftus variety. In cases
m fumigation was not practicable, poizon baits were laid aboard these ships.

16. Rat destruction work in the port and its environs continues unabated.
The following data dealing with this phase of the work is hereby submitted :—

No. of rats caught in traps o 1,564
No. of rats certified to have been dﬁtmvml by pmmn baits

laid . 1,685
No. of rats mmﬁad to h,avq h-u-un :imtm_-,rml by fumlgutum 198
Mo, of mice destroyed by traps, pumnu baits and fumlgntmn 1T
No. of poison baits laid 24 003

17. Forty-two (42) vessels were treated with D.D.T. residual spray solution,
four (4) of these recei a second treatment, while disinsectisation work was done
aboard five hundred :ﬁtan (B10) vessels arriving from the neighbouring islands,
Adult Culex mosquitoes were found aboard three (3) of these on their arrival. With
a view to further preventing the exodus of mosquitoes of the genus dedes egypti
from the Island, steps were taken to treat all water in receptacles on board schooners
and other vessels with a solution of dizpersible D.ID.T, before they weighed anchor,

18. This service was started on the 18th October, 1952 and for the period
October, 1952 to 31st March, 1953, 265 water barrels and twenty-eight (28) tanks
aboard 67 vessels were treated. Results up to the present have been satisfactory
and complaints during the year were reduced to a minimum,












