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(b) Working of (he Hospital

As will be seen from the accompanying statistics, the work of the
Hospital continues to increase rapidly.

In 1947-48 the average number of patients resident daily was 258, and
the number of out-patient attendances was 40,373, For 1951-32 these
figures have increased to 345 and 90,016 respectively.

From these figures it can rendﬂ:r be appreciated that the staff are
faced with many serious difficulties and problems arising from the treat-
ment of as many as 360 to 370 in-patients in a nospital equipped with only
336 beds and ancillary services to serve that number of beds, as well as the
treatment of 80,000 out-patients a year in an out-patient department too
small to deal adequately with such a number, and one which formerly
dealt with less than half this number of put-patient attendances.

It is therefore a matter of urgency than an early decision should be

ing recommendations made for the extension of the Hospital

Statistics relating to the General Hospital are available in Appendices
XVII to XX.

The Government Bacteriological and Pathological Laboratory.
26. The Government Bacteriologist and Pathologist writes:—

It is pleasing to be able to record a marked inerease in the total num-
b-u' of examinations carried out during the year over that of the preceding
The greater number of Serological tests for syphilis has been
majnij' responsible for this increaze and another noticeable inerease has
been in the amount of biochemical work.

A, Helminthology and Protozoology.

Faeces. 156 specimens of faeces were examined for the ova of the
pathogenie helminths and 86 specimens for the vegetative or cystie forms
of E. histolytica.

The following list gives the names of the pathogenie helminths with
the respective numbers of specimens in which ova were found and also
the number of specimens in which E. histolytica were found:—

Ascaris lumbricoides ... o
T. trichiura ..
T. saginata
 Hookworm ... e —
E. histolytica =

E| L = .

Blood films for malarial parasites: Blood films from 23 different per-
gons were stained and examined for malarial parasites. Ng parasites were
observed in any of the films. Judging from the results of these blood
films examined at the Government Bacteriological Laboratory it may be
gaid that Barbados continued to be free from malaria during 1951.

Blood films and urine for microfilarine: As in former years the num-
ber of blood films were few. The total number of persons from whom
films were taken was 5. Negative findings were obtained in all of the
films submitted. The deposits of 4 specimens of urine were also searched
for microfilarias, but here again the findings were negative. Judging
from the paucity of the specimens submitted suspected cases were ap-
parently few,

B. Serology and Kahn tests on cerelrospinal fluids.

Serolegical and cerebro-spinal fluid reactions for syphilis: 9,118 speci-
mens of blood serum and 80 specimens of cerebro-spinal fuid were sub-
Eﬂﬂﬁqﬂth& standard Kahn test with the results as shown in the follow-
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C. Bacteriological Examinations.

Sputum: 335 specimens were examined by the staining of films for
tuher:l:- bacilli and of these fifty-four were found to be positive. Of
these fifty-four nine were repetition tests.

Throat and nasal swabs for C. diphtheriae: Smears from 196 swabs,
which were obtained almost entirely from the throat, were cultured and
the resulting growths were then examined by the staining of films for C.
diphtheriae. Positive findings were obtained from the growth :ut: fifteen
of the 1896 swabs. Of these 15 positive findings one was a repetition test.

Other smears from nose, throat and ulcers of leg: Only 3 smears from
the nose and throat were sent in for examination for the organisms seen
in the condition called Vincent’s angina, whereas 8 smears from ulcers
of the leg were examined for the same organisms. These organisms are
often to be seen in smears made from uleers of the legs or feet and of the
eight smears six proved to be positive.

Masal and skin smears for Myco. leprae: 54 smears made from nasal
or skin scrapings, but mainly from nasal scrapings were stained and
examined for Myco. leprae. Myco. leprae were observed in nine of the
smears.

Urethral, eervieal and conjunetival smears: Of the 373 genital and
extragenital smears stained and examined for gonococei seventy were
found to be positive.

Urine: 23 specimens of urine were cultured. The centrifuged de-
posit of 16 other specimens was examined microscopically after having
been stained, 11 for tubercle bacilli and five for other microorganisms. 1
specimen of urine was injected intra-peritoneally into a guinea pig, but
no evidence of tuberculous infection was afterwards observed.

Faeces: 11 specimons of faeces were cultured and the resulting
prowths were then examined, five for dysentery bacilli, five for typheid or
paratyphoid bacilli and one for any possible pathogenic organisms. No
dysentery bacilli and no typhoid or paratyphoid bacilli were isolated from
the growths.

Pus and other miscellaneous materials: Examination (a) by the stain-
ing of films of 46 specimens of pus and of 14 specimens of fluid from the
pleural and abdominal cavities and (b) by the eulturing and staining of
eculture films from 29 specimens was carried out. The sera from tha
genital sores of 20 different persons were subjected to a dark ground ex-
amination for T. Pallidum with positive findings in the sera from two of
the zaid persons.

The non-existence of yaws in this Colony continued apparently for
the period under review as no probable case of yvaws was sent for investi-
gation. It is still generally accepted that yaws does not exist in Barbados.

In investigations on 10 cases of pustular meningitis pneumococei were
found in six cases.

Search was made but with tive findings for (a) tubercle baecilli,
{b) any other micro-organisms in films made from cerebro-spinal fluid of
5 and 3 cases respectively. 6 specimens of cerebro-spinal fluid were
cultured. A growth of staphylococcus aureus was obtained from one of
the specimens.

1 imen of cow’s milk was examined for tubercule bacilli, but none
Wers o ed in stained films of the milk.

Specimen of blood from 2 persons were cultured. Staphylococei were
grown in the culture fluid made from the blood of one person. Staphylo-
coccl were also isolated from the culfure growth from 1 zpecimen of bile.

It was thought that some of the cases of jaundice that occurred were
due to Weil's disease, but 53 specimens of blood cultures from suspected
cases were all found to be negative.

One specimen of sugar was cultured and the resulting growth
examined for Cl. nigrificans with negative findings.

Water: 4 specimens of water from the public water supply of the

Island were tested and considered to be bacteriologically suitable for
domestic use.
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4], Diseases of the Respiratory System. 317 deaths were registered,
representing 10.57% of total deaths, 244 of these were due to pneumonia
ot broncho-pneumonia and of these 127 occurred within the first year of
life. Deaths from pulmonary tuberculesis and whooping-cough are not
included in this category.

42, Intracranial lesions of vascular origin accounted for 226 deaths,
representing 7.53% of total deaths. These causes represented 87770 of
the deaths due to Wiseases of the Nervous System and Sense Organs.

43. Diseases of the Digestive System accounted for 225 desghs,
representing 7.50% of total deaths,

44, Cancer and Other Tumours were the cause of 155 deaths, repre-
senting 6.1% of total deaths.

45. More detailed information is given in the Appendices to the
Report and special attention is drawn to the eight major causes of death
as classified under the Intermediate International List of Causes of Death.
These statistics are shown for 1941 /51,

Communicable Diseases.

46, Enteric Fever:— 53 eases were reported as against 37 in 1950, Of
these ten or 18.8% died. This increased incidence obtained chiefly in the
parish of St. Michael and should be sufficient warning to Sanitary Com-
missioners not to relax their efforts towards improvement in environ-
mental sanitation and towards fostering protection by the appropriate
vaceine,

47. Tuberculosis:— 77 cases were notified as against 78 in 1950, Total
deaths were 110, of which 71 oceurred in residents of the jfopulalsd area
of 5t. Michael. More use could be made of the isolation facilities available
at the Almshouses in helping te limit the spread of infection. However,
no redal progress can be made towards a reduction of incidence until Public
Health and Curative Services are established and co-ordinated to this end.
Statistics are available in Appendix XVI to cover a period of years.

4fi. Diphtheria: 18 cases with 6 deaths were notified as against 1 in
1950. Free antitoxin and free prophylactic toxoid continue to be made
available to medical practitioners.

49, Venereal Diseases: Although not notifiable, the five types occurred
during the year. Of the 138 deaths caused by syphilis, or 467 of total
deaths, 73 occurred within the first year of life, and 15 occurred from the
first to the fourth year. There is need for improved venereal diseases
services from which good dividends can be expected.

0. Leprosy:— One new case was reported. There were no deaths.
To think in terms of eradication rather than control is not too strong a
presumption.

51. Tetanus:— 22 deaths occurred as a result of the disease. Of this
number 15 were infants under one year of age.

52. Cerebro-spinal Meningitis:— No. cases were reported as against
2 in 1950

§3. Malaria:— The Colony remained free from malaria and anophel-
ine mosquitoes were not found. Disinsectisation of schooners and aireraft
continues routinely.

54. Whooping Cough:— 35 deaths occurred in a fairly sharp epidemic.

55. Details of the incidence of communicable diseases by parishes
are available in Appendix V. The parish of St. Michael may be considered
as Urban and the remainder Hural.

PART VII. QUARANTINABLE DISEASES.

56. No cases of the five guarantinable or Convention diseases were
notified.

57. Rat and mosquito control measures continue at the port of
Bridgetown and the airport at Seawell. The Department co-operates
with the Chamber of Commerce and the Agricultural Society in their
annual rat destruction programmes.
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