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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH.

ort for the Year ended 30th June, 1

of the problome which require to b salved,
An outbreak of typhus coourred in Naples in 144, and & new mathod,
- or rather an old formula, came to light and o powder known as D.ILT.
proved to bo most effective in controlling the cpsdemic. The formnla |
was sooret and it mmt—pﬂln'bhtwﬁ any ILILT.; so, after
noma diffioalty, the formula was o and & small plant hle
of producing 30 1b, of the powder per month was set ap. Sw;:l:;u
o mll:z::hmdlti-mﬁ:i that
D.DLT. will be p in the Union in 1945. The |
p-u-rdanI;:' e out -nlih oﬁiuuim;iu:dpemuh dilution
against m e can u i in
o i th, never adequately stafled, has lost
many moedical officers, either on ‘sctive serviee op
othor positions outside the Department, that it has had to earry
half the normal comploment, whils the demands for
help from the public have inermaseal out of all proportion, The Depart-
of Defence, capocially the sections under Brigadier Chonstein,
Direotor-Geneml of ;rodlul Borvites, and General Mitehell Baker,
Goperal, has responded immedistely to every call for
assistance in providing personnel, vehicles and’ equipment which,
YRR Mk Do i T o kei for proba
: i for hly at loast
m‘.hutithumnr hcumundhmmmqhtguwrwﬁofg
will continue and, with now dissoveries such as DUDUT

Ebl\dﬂi‘; mﬁ.ﬁ;ﬁ;ﬂﬂum will ot reat until the monacs of typhus

il
ES
:
!

i
iz
g

i
i

i
g
L

I
E

A partieulardy virulent form of smallpox broke out in Natal. For
emallpox in & mild forin has been endemic, but the ni
mmﬁil‘?&:ﬂh ?ﬂ‘m virnlont, in fact 1':] is inhdhl-lnguhhbn from
. Vaccination sgainst smallpox ks compulsory in the
Union, but large numbers of the population have avoided being vae.
cinated.  Amongst non.Eoropeans, cases are hidden and so act as foei,
FProbably dus to the fact that many people have more money than
thero is moch more movement of ml.e from place to place,

whixh the sk of spread of infest discnses.
The Dopartment’s ra and funotions are cirenmeeribed by the
sl of the Poblic Health Act, XNo. 38 of 1919, as amended,
mush the Aot comatituted an advance upon the begislation
replaced at the time of its cnsciment, it has beeome more and
that it has failed 1o keep pace with modom requirements
h::m-htn{" ilhu lar conoe l:hm nn'l1 the rﬂm wlmh]: ul:n{.';ld
a Union Lepartment ate in regard to the publie
was & realisation of the limitations im upon the Depart-
At and their effeet upon the th of the nation that
miment of the National Health Sorvices Commission

now under consideration by the Government.
year under review the Department’s ex in
pombat the l-]_:iﬂ.nmi.m af typhus snd sma iz
Iy Mmﬂum iﬁ:‘nrﬂnuu ihat, if the p‘uhﬂ’lliumil thuidumltutﬂy
sifegua partEent’s powers &n bons alld, in many
be exeoutive rather than ﬂ.i.l.l'l.'j‘ a.d.rhcrry. In fact the -
ment folt impelled, in the national intereat, to plsce a liberal inter.
pretation upon the provisions of seotion three of the Publia Healih
Act in order to deal effectively with the epidemic of typhus fever in
eeptain affectod areas. .

DeaTe BaTes,
Figures aro available caly up to 3ist December, 1843, and for

The erude death rate for 1943 was 9:53 per 1006, which is higher
than for the past fow . In 19037 thetate was 10-08 per thoussnd.
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There was & rise in the deaths from discases of the heart and
W gystom.  The for 1943 being 211-02 per 100000, |
Thus 223 per cent. of nll deaths in Earopeans in 1343 were doc to
discases of the heart and eirculatory system.

In 1021 the erade death mate was 10:41 por L0 The death rafe
for discases of the hoart and circolatory svetem 1-03 per 1AM, L.,
90 per cent. of deaths from all eauses, The next most oememon o8 ase
of doaths is cancer. ‘The rte for 1943 being 10808 per 100,000 of the
Eurapean Intion, so that 11-5 per eent. of all deaths wore dus
to canoer in that : i 1921 the pereentage was 6-8 per tont. of the
total deaths. mfmm ane owk of every thres deaths among Eiropeans,
the cnuse of death was cither disease of the heart and eirculatory systen -
or oancer. In 1821 in one out of every #ir deaths the canss of death
waa either of these two disedses. - : .

The noxt most commeon eavse of donth was proum onia and bronchitis
Thore was & rise in the doath ate in 143, ﬂwmlehinuﬁ-ﬂﬁr
100,000, the highest since 1930, when the mte was 80-05 per 10,000,

Tn the oass of tuberoulosis the death pate in Europeans again showed
a distinot fall—the rate for 1043 being 3318 per 100,000, the lowest

i ooembiged with 1  cloals a1 e

Deaths from miners’ phthisis combined with tu cesis Ao
ummwﬁ:mnum the tubsrcolosis death rate is
attributablo to & decline in the number of cases of miners’
Inlhuhﬂn‘irh;lnnmrydrﬂﬂltﬂidlun{ﬂm Eun
population, the death-rate from tnbervulosis in each provinee and in
















































Unit has made in this i
s an sgrieultural mmmna "“ﬁ.-&ﬂ‘.?&"’“ of rehabilitation
Department and the Unit is essential and is taki ";ﬁ'ﬁ m',“‘"
it The work not only stimulutes :gb lanting of n-nm;
od 2 tables but even the Production of mb.rn well mceepted
5 08 Pum; v potatoes and beans shows a inorease i
L‘""m“’“" coming under the influence of the Unit. Cneo s sti h':
mPE“"""l“'mP mado by the people is niot only depends
om the advice of the Unit b gathers a monsentum of { il dortat}
M.Iﬁ ;ﬁ:“m park g m of its own as & resalt
nit offered to nssist the i
school ﬁﬂdl.:ﬁ schemo and as o mﬁﬂ“ﬁfﬂéﬁfﬁf“ i
was organised and is administered by & committos inting oF e
head teachers of the schools with the mediesl nfﬁncrmq'(:'lumg i
Unit aa chairman. This committes meets onee o mmﬂ: a .;ﬁtjIE el
lhu?ut-umth‘u meeals ne well as plans for the future - thmﬁ
medical officer buys the necessnry food and the Tio o Encatt
B ekt ; epartment of Education
the building of & communal store-room at the Uit
headaquarters to stare food for all schools within the cobio. sty
numbers attending at the various clinies mtinmltn lcrease el
In connection with vencreal disease, the average number of attendances
per caso hos slso incrensed.  Enguirics made regarding the sourcs of
i in vencreal discaso showed that the majority of the
whether single or mnrried, were infreted whibs they wers awn Fm'
their homes either working in towns or for farmers, | The mju;il.m
women were infcted at their homes by their husbands who had recent]
returned from work in the towns. In the women only & small proportion
ﬂmmuwum ko adultery,
8 continued b0 enco i i
af Boeapost and for ths diaposal of anbe), beassbolll aad by o
of water supplies contitme and from the information gained.
the control of water-bome disease will be Facilitated Pm-t-:-eﬁuu of
5 in dvised but this work requires more akill than the majori
_ Nativea in the area posscas amd I%uwwtwillhuwiohdnnmilhg
E and by the Unit or somo other reaponsible ody,
ation of home and elinie services,
ﬂm-‘l [ ﬂ;::.:nh nnkure, Tll_lﬁ elinis Ta LARAR.
year of anothor tion was drown in the last Annual Re i
i : .len-:ﬂ 88 & Native Woman  of the Second Health Unit at Mbmd?}nwﬁbﬁmrﬁm
T nurses who are receiving training  district of the Eastern Transvaal, In dew ing this I?Jnib thoae
on to their dukies ot the clinics,  difficultics have been encoantored which are m oxpected in trying
tor incaleate noew: and progressive ideas inte a conservative amd simplo
in whom tradition and custom am deeply ingmined. The task
8 therefore been an aphill and difficult e, Progress has, however,
been made with the instruction of suitable Native Health Assistants
at Bushbuckridge, and the posting of these men after training to
siratogic points in the are, where they mn best. oxert thoir influenos
on their own people, The principle object of tho Unit is the prevention
of discase and the stlsinment of a bebter standard of living for the
Native peopls through instruction in matters of simplo e ani
dicteties. iphsis is lnid on the newd for the Natives to help themeelves
to atlain bobter comditions and betber health by growing suitable fraits
and other erops for their own consumption, and by improving the hygicon
of their own homes, The work is of sauch a nature that it must obviously
be some consideralde tine before much in the way of tangible reaults
can bo ox but there are indications that some of the Natives
are beginning to appreciate the value of what is being taught them.

Ilealth Centres,

Although the e of the National Health Services Commisaion
had not been pub by the emd of the yoar onder review, the
Governmont had set aside o sum af £500000 during the curront Anancial
year lnlrtql:ln HMEILI:J:::LJ:EE a number of health centres. A standing
COmmi on which t partment i8 reprosentod the Secretary,
that the healtl hl'hll.'! IEII the  has been sot up and given cxecutive powers to pmmadb'};lth the I:I'I.'Il-g.

developed. Thisis dee  apd notive steps are being taken to ensure that this development takes

. place along the most suitably lines. In establishing these centrea it

is obvious that particular sttention must be paid to the health needs
of the Native population.

4. TEFART WELFARE.

Takles 20 and 30 show the infantile mortality mtea for Eurnﬂsmc.
Asintica and Coloureds respectively. The European and Coloared
rates have fallen again this year but the Asiatio rate has incronsed.

Among Europeans the infantile moriality mate was highor in urban
than in rural areas, tho rates being 50-50 and 40: 83 per LOM respec-
tively. The rate was higher amongst male than amongst female Eurcpean
infante, being 558 per 1,000 mabe births compared with 403 per
1,000 femaks Ednh;.

Of the 2,780 European infant deaths, 21-38 per cont. were due to
diarrhoen and enteritis, 16-65 per cent. o broncho-poeumonia, and
16:33 per cont. to prematority. These were the three main causcs of
death. 16-2 per cent. of the total European infant deaths occurred
on the day of birth whils 48-8 per cent. seourred within the Grat month,

There were 1,858 (1,192) atillbirths during the year ; <the rate may
be given as éither 22-55 (20-70) por 1000 total births or as Z3-07
{21-05) por 1,000 live births. Corresponding figures for last year aro
given in brackets. Both the number and the mieehave inercascd this
year. Stillbirths nnd early infant deathe ape largely due to similar
canses and the prevention of boih lies mainly o dmproved nutrition
of the expectant mother, ine and better ante-natnl and mid-
wifery services and provention and treatment of venereal discose,

One coursa for mon-European Health Visitors is being sonducted in
Johannesburg during 1944, During FHE, courses worn canducied at
Cape Town and Johonnesburg. In Cape Town 10 candidates entercd
and 3 passed the examination. In Johanneshurg & entered and 4 passed
thi examination the frst time, 3 re-wrete and 2 of thees wer swcorssful.

Thus & total of B non-Ewropeans qualificd as Health Visitors during

the year under review,

























