Annual report of the Department of Public Health / Union of South Africa.

Contributors

South Africa. Department of Health.

Publication/Creation

Pretoria : Government Printing and Stationery Office., [1924]

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/kdkvufuk

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

























S

7

3. Council of Public Health.—No change in the personnel of the Council
occurred during the vear. A meeting was held at Pretoria on 15th and 16th
November, 1923. The resolutions passed and a note of the more important
matters discussed are shown in Annexure “A.”

4. International Health Matters and Intelligence System.—1 attended, as

representing the Union Governn:ent, a Congress of Tropical Medicine convened

- the Portuguese Government and held at Loanda, Angola, in July, 1923,
delegates to the Congress, all of whom were the guests of the Angola
inistration, comprised seventv-six medical men, of whom twenty were

"fmm Europe, most of the remainder being from Anrmla, the Belgian Congo,

French Equatorial Africa, the Cameroons, French Senegal and Lagos. Amongst

. them were Dr. Damas Hura Chief of the Health Services, Angola ; Dr. Ferreira

dos Santos, Chief of the Heaith Services, Mozambique ; Dr. Rhodam Chief

Medical Officer of the Belgian Congo; Dr. Vassal, Chief Medical Officer of

French Equatorial Africa ; Proiesaor Kopke, of the Tishon School of Tropical
Medicine ; Professors Brumpt, Joyeux and Tanon, of the Facultyof Medicine,

Paris ; Dr. Blanchard, Director of the Pasteur Institute, Brazzaville: Dr.

Connal, of the Bacteriological Lahoratory, Lagos (representing the London
School of Tropical Medicine), and Professors de Melo and Correia, of the School
of Medicine, Nova Goa, Portuguese India.

Important papers were read at the Congress dealing with sleeping sickness,
malaria, bilharziosis, and other tropical diseases, and with the health super-
vision and medical care of natives. I had the honour of being appointed
President of the first session, which dealt with State sanitary organizations
and inter-State “ accords sanitaires.” The Congress passed a resolution
moved by me recommending the establishment between the several States of
Africa of a system under which all essential information regarding outbreaks
of formidable epidemic diseases or other matters of international health
importance wounld be promptly communicated to all concerned, with particulars
of the measures taken; that, in addition, each State should issue and distribute

iodical health bulletins on the lines of the weekly bulletins issued by the
nion Government, and that the port health system and procedure in opera-

-ti,un at ports of the several States should be harmonized and made umform
- as far as possible. This resolution was transmitted through the Government

of Angola to the Governments of the other States concerned, several of which
have since taken action in accordance with its recommendations. Apart from
the papers contributed, the Congress had valuable effects in stimulating interest
in health and medical matters and encouraging medical research, in bringing
the delegates into close personal touch and enabling them to compare notes
and exchange ideas, and in promoting co-operation in health and medical

matters between the several States of Africa. After the Congress some of the

delegates, including Dr. Ferrcira dos Bantos and Professors Brumpt, Joyeux,

~and Tanon, visited Johannesburg and Pretoria as guests of Sir Ernest

Oppenheimer, and inspected the South African Institute for Medical Re search,
Veterinary Research Laboratory and other institutions of medical or

F scientific interest.

p..

The Parliament of Southern Rhodesia recently passed a Public Health Act
~ based on the Union Act of 1919, with merely minor modifications to meet local
~ conditions. As mentioned in a previous Annual Report, a Health Ordinance

: based on the Union Act was passed in Kenya Colony in 1921,

The system of issuing weekly and monthly health bulleting mentioned
in previous Annual Reports remains in operation; in matters relating to
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letter ’; this is entirely due to failure to enforce the law and to institute
prosecutions where necessary, the Government having decided not to prosecute
¥ ine conscientious objectors ’ to vaccination pending the amendment of
the law in this respect, and it being impossible, without some definite system
established by law, to differentiate between the genuine and the spurious. A
continuance of this tailing-off process would result in the gradual accumula-
tion of a large unvaccinated population—a state of matters which would be
fraught with grave danger to the public health. Either the existing law should
be rigorously enforced, or it should be amended so as to lay down a carefully
considered and safeguarded procedure under which genuine conscientious
objectors to vaceination, and no others, may obtain exemption.

10. T'uberculosis.—The Tuberculosis Survey of the Union by Dr. P. Allan,
Medical Inspector, referred to in last Annual Report, was completed and a

- Report thereof published during the year.

Despite many difficulties and the incompleteness or lack of records and

statistics, Dr. Allan succeeded in eliciting much useful information, and his

Report will be of great practical value to the Government, Loecal Authorities,
and all concerned. It shows that although tuberculosis is a very serious
menace, especially to the coloured and native races of the Union, there has
been in recent years a steady and well maintained reduction of prevalence in

practically all areas and amongst all classes of the population. The data

included in the Report strikingly illustrate the importance in this connection
of feeding, housing, and the general standard of living; in other words, the
close relationship between tuberculosis prevalence and general economic
conditions.

The Sanatorium at Nelspoort has been completed and was opened for the
reception of patients on 5th May, 1924. It provides accommodation for ninety-
two patients, with facilities for extension. Dr. P. Allan has been appointed
Medical Superintendent. An agreement has been entered into between the
Government and the other parties concerned establishing and defining the
functions of an Advisory Committee in connection with the Institution—to
include representatives of the Union Health Department, of Local Authorities
(both urban and rural) of the Cape Province, and of Mr. John Garlick. At
first, admissions were restricted to cases sent in by Local Authorities of the
Cape Province, but as after a month or six weeks only twenty-eight such
patients had been admitted, the Sanatorium was thrown open to patients from
all parts of the Union, but with priority for Cape Province cases. The following
tariff of charges was laid down: For patients sent in by Local Authorities—
European, 10s. per diem ; coloured, Ts. 6d. per diem ; native, 5s. per diem ;
half of these charges being payable by the Local Authority, the other half
being defrayed from this Department’s Votes in terms of Section 50 (1) (¢) of
the Public Health Act, 1919; part-paying patients, 10s. per diem, half the
difference between the amount contributed by the patient and this tariff being
payable by the Local Authority, the other half being defrayed from the Depart-
ment’'s Votes; paying patients, 12s. 6d. per diem. It is hoped that it may

~ prove possible to reduce these charges later on, the intention being that the

- Institution should be run as economically as possible and that charges to

Local Authorities should be calculated as nearly as may be at half the actual
cost. On 30th June, 1924, the patients in the Sanatorium numbered : Euro-

25; coloured and native, 18; total, 43 : of whom 1 was part-paying,
the remainder being Local Authority cases. It is not surprising that there
should be, at the outset, hesitation on the part of many patients to go to a
distant Sanatorium of which they know very little ; it is confidently expected,
however, that when the Institution becomes better known, the existing
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