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\ OF THE PRINCIPAL CIVIL MEDICAL OFFICER AND INSPECTOR-GENERAL
OF HOSPITALS FOR THE YEAR 1017

. mAVE the honour to submit the following report on thoe health and sanitation in Ceylon
*‘ﬁ;lldﬂ%hhlﬂm of institutiona of the Ceylon Civil Medieal Department for the year ended
L3 A s Secion I, —PoPuLATION,

. tion of Ceylon on December 31, 1917, inclusive of immigrant coolies (but sxclusive

ry B ing), was 4,632,384, Of these, 7,220 were Europeans, exclusive of those who left

rrice is an increase of 85,199 on the previous year's estimate of population.

}? Secrion I[.—Poeiic HEavTm.

3. Vital Statistics~183,976 births were registered in the proportion of 30 per 1,000 of the
J per annum, a8 compared with 174,920 in the previous year, showing an inorease of 9,044,

registercd in 1917 totalled 113,389, as compared with 120,162, n decrense in the death-rate

mp::;pnnbp of Hmmma. The total number of persons treated in the hospitals in

H;IH-, whom 8,734 died. The numbers for 1016 were 03,158 patients, with a mortality

‘dispensaries 1,210,380 s were treated, who paid 1,832,733 visita in 1017, as against

persons, who paid z.ma,m in 19186, =

- With regard to the causation of deaths, the following table shows the same, registered under

classes of disease, for the year under roview :—

VI.—Non-vensreal diseasea of gonito-urinary
.- BABS system and annoxn .- B23
158 | VIL.—The puerpera] state. . .+ 3742

4112 | VIIL—Discasea of tho skin.and cellular
'185 tissues " .+ 10,038

a5 421 | IX.—Diseases of bones and organs of
10,475 lecomotion 5 & e 16
i - M. —Molformations .. G 1
XI.—Discases of varly infancy - 7,528
14,072 | XII.—Old age i .. 3,889

081 | NIIL.—Affections produced by external
system .. 0,267 CRILARE it s 2,347
digestive system .. 18,828 | XIV.—Ill-defined disesea o 20,112

The more notable causes of death were the following diseases :—

olsions .. cees 12,816 1 Dropsy .. 4 v 2,080
1 .. 10,174 | Puerperal septicmmis ne .- LEB30
By 5,005 | Maolarin .. 2 s Bdl
i o 4,870 | Entorie fever B e 417
3,768 | Tetanus .. . o 4
i T 3,706 | Rabica. .. £ i 6l

B .. 3,060 | Deaths aptributed to pyrexia of unknown
raaite e vicon 272 origin .. alx 16,022

asin and its sequele .- 2,630

paths due fo Prevenfable Diseases, 2., to diseases doe to faulty sanitary eonditions, over-
1 infeetion, defective or infected water supplies, &eo., amounted to 32,106, This figure
p infantile diarrhoea or infantile convulsions, though. it is probable that » Inarge number
infantile convulsions are due to malarinl infection, and o large number of coses of
hava to improper dieting, defective sanitary surroundings, and neglect.

Mortality.—The infantile mortality in the 33 principal towns during the year was
233 per 1,000, as compared with 227 per 1,000 in the previous year and 237 per 1,000 in -
to year, 12,016 deaths from infantile convulsions were registered during the year, and
diarrhoea 1,143,  During 1917 22 midwives were trained at the De Boysa Lying-in Home,
o number so trained since September 1, 1009, was 184. Midwives have been appointed
ernment hospitals in large centres to try and decrease the infant mortality.

al Statistics on Estates.—The mean birth-rate on estates was 34* 4 per 1,000 and the death-

The mean birth-rate during 1016 was 32°6 per 1,000, and the mean death-rate 35°6 per
[he principal couses of death wore :—

i v ABiB Infantile convulsions o 1,673
w i EB01 Diropay ‘e e 258
i . 2072 Pluthisia = i 258
e 1,807 Anemin Fi wa &0

- 1,774 Other disenses .. .. 6018






Bl . CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917. [IV.—Ebuvecstiox,

9, Malaria—The table given below shows the number of coses of malaria treated in medical
institutions of the several Pro ces during the year. The incidence of the diseaso in any Provines
eannot bo estimated from these figures, as in the more remote districts and in districts where the popula.
tion is seattered paticonts may not resort to medieal institutions for treatment. To meet this an issue
: g'qnhm is to Government Agents and others for free distribution, both as a prophylactic and

r remedial purposes before and during the periodical outbreaks, The amount of quinine distributed
for these puTu during the year was 08 1b. in powder and 40 bottles of 100 pulverettes in each, as
_mplrad with 261} lb. in powder and 24 bottles of 100 pulverettes in each in the previous year,
.ﬁw cost and greater difficulty in obtaining the drug, owing to war conditions, continued

- Table showing the Number of Cases of Malaria treated in Medical Institutions during 1917,

. Province, In Hospitals, AtDispon- Provinco, In Hospitals, At Dispon-

. Wostorn Province .. 2,420 .. 63,775 | North-Western Provinco .. 414 .. 60,181

- Central Provinee .. 773 ., 31,087 | North-Ceatral Provinee .. 187 .. 17,901
i %ﬂubhm l;r:':m o ﬂun dr 32,:1:; };::vinu of Usi.;n < HE .. 12,18]

: orthern Provineo .. 1, o 40,9 i { Sabaragamuwsa =

Fl:  Eastern Provines aie . Aadig. .. ﬂ':ll:lu <12 9 o~ dg
! The total number treated for malaria in 1917 was 6,900 at hospitals and 341,768 at dispensaries,

& pnkbq a 'Ianl:v_n! of 348 728, against 082,919 cases in 1916, of whom 12,618 were treated in hospitals and
- 670,301 at dm There was very little epidemic malaria during the year, which accounts for
- the very large in the numbers treated compared with the previcus year.
e, 10. Plague~A report on the incidence of plague within the Municipality of Colombeo will doubt-

- less be furnished by the Medical Officer of Health of that corporation. There were 77 cases treated at
- the Infectivus Discases tal, Kanatta, Colombo, 58 of which proved fatal, as compared with 8
- onses with 04 deaths in 1016. 63 cases were of the bubonio type and 14 septicaemic, all of the latter

- proving fatal, whilo 19 of the bubonic type recovered. Five cases—all fatal—occurred at Beruwala, a
- township on the west coast, about 35 miles south of Colombo, largely inhabited by Moors, Al these

- cases wers presumably directly infeeted in Colombo. Two cases ocourred in the Central Provinee : one

~ in Kandy and one in Nawalapitiva. Here, again, the infeetion was from Colombo. Plague did not

ocour in any of the other Provinces of the Island during the year under review.

P . 11. Cholera—It is satisfactory to report that no case of cholera was admitted to the Infections

~ Diseases Hospital, Colombo, in 1917, thus comparing favourably with the provious year, when 42 coses

- were treated. No cholera oecurred in the Provinees.

B 12. ~—105 cases of this disease, with a mortality of 13, ccourred in the Island during
191708 with 78 cases with 12 deaths in 1916, and 451 cases with 108 deaths in the year previous ;

~ of the 105 eases in the under review, § were treated at the Infectious Diseases Hospital, 4 of which
¥ mﬂairthe harbour. One case only was indigenous, the source of infection not being

~ evident. 0B cases with 11 deaths occurred in the Northern Provinee, which, sinee the re-opening of small
eoastal and roadstends to native craft from South India, is more exposed to infection than other
parts Island, especially in view of the diffioulty or impossibility of maintaining the staet quarantine
adopted in the larger ports of the Island. Bix separate outbreaks were due to infection

i imported from South iz during the year: 2 at Kankesanturai, | at Valluvedditturai, 1 at

pai, 1 at Pallai, and 1 at Kayts. It would appear that the existing precautions sre inadequate to
the importation of this disease to the northern parts of the Island, though it is not easy to see

what measures can be adopted that would not press with undue severity upon the traflic and commerce

- between Ceylon and the Indian coast.

13. Faccinafion—The total nomber of primary vaccinations performed during the year was
125,4565. Of thess, 116,204 were successful, 1,958 unsucceasful, and the results not aseertainable in 7,205
It is satisfactory to report that 98- 48 per cent. of all primary vaccinations were successful, The
- staff of the Vaccination Department consists of 9 Inspectors of Vaccination, ono for ench Provinee,
138 vaccinators, including 6 female vaccinators, besides the medical oflicers in charge of districts and
. medieal institutions. The Provincial Surgeons of each Province are Superintendents of Vaceination
~ for their Provinces,

14. The Government Vaceine Establishment has worked most satisfactorily during the year,
 Beed b, as in previous years, was obtained from the Lister Institute of Preventive Medicine, London,
s, Institute, Madras, whilo a certain amount was also prepared at the local institute, 350

ealves were hired from a contractor for inceulation. 135,537 tubes of calf lymph were issued for use
~ during the year, and an ample surplus stored in bulk as a reserve supply. The lymph used is glycerinated
calf lymph, and is issued for use either in glass capillary tubes or in metal collapsible tubes to stations
where the daily consumption is large, The large percentage of successful primary vaccinations (95°48
per cent.) is evidence of the efficicney of this institution.

16. Ewnteric Fever—The caso incidence of this disease during 1917 was 518 with a mortality of
03, na compared with 593 cescs and a mortality of 162 in the year before. These figures, however,
apply only to cases registered in the Government hospitals, and do not give any fair index of the actual
| of the disease in towns and rural districts generally. Another factor which obscures the
g statistics of this disease is the error of diagnosis not uncommon among practitioners of native medicine,

whio treat a considerable number of cases of ** fever ' without muech discrimination as to type or causative
| agents. The following table will serve to show the ease incidence and mortality in the nine Provinces.
It is noticeable that no cases were reported in the North-Central Provinee :—

i

-
]

b,

3

SrPPRLY

FProvineo. Casen,  Denths. Provinoo. Casos, Deaths.
Weatorn Provines o SIB. .. DA North-Western Provines .. 10 .. 4
Central Provinoe el e ) North-Central Provines .. =— .. =—
Bouthorn Provinee W B Provines of Uva e i 4
Naorthern Provines O, e Provinee of Sabaragamuwa 23 7
Eustorn Provines == [l R I

i
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16, Dysenfery —The number of cnses of this discase treated in Government hospitals in 1917
was 2,883 with 620 deaths and the number treated in dispensaries was 14,276, a2 compared with 3,773 cases
~ with 809 deaths in hm?il'ﬂh and 16,143 at dispensarics in 1016, Tt is to be hoped that the introduetion
of latrine accommodation on estates durin tjnndytnr will result in o reduction in the epidemica of this
~ disease hitherto of common oceurrence. This disease and many of the acute and chronic diarrhoeas
~ result from defective sanitation in and around dwellings, pollution of water supply and insect conveyance
being important factors in its spread. h
s 1T —There are two leperasylamsin the Island : one at Hendala, to the north of Colombe ;
and the other at Kalmunai, in the Eastern Province. At the Hendala asylum there remained at the
end of 1916 419 inmates, 335 of whom were males and 84 females, 90 males and 13 females were admitted
 during the year, making a total of 531 inmates for the year 1017, Of these, 24 were discharged and
78 died ; with to those discharged, 18 absconded, 7 of whom were subsequently arrested and
: interned, 3 were granted home iselation, and 3 were found to be free from manifestation of
' disease. As far as the admissions to the leper asylums indieate, the disease appears to be more
: lent in the maritime districts than in the interior of the Island, for of the 99 admissions in 1917,
were from the Western Provinee, 9 from the Southern, and 17 from all the other Provinces, excluding
the Eastern. This may, however, be the result of the greater vigilance exercised by the Municipalitics,
Police, and village headmen in the Western Provinee. Home isolation (sanctioned where housing
conditions are lmvad} was allowed in 10 cases in the Western Province during the year, and in 6
~cases in all the Provinces collectively. There were 49 inmates in the Kalmunai asylum in 1917.
- Accommodation being insufficient for requirements of the Eastern Provinee, n new ward with 30 beds
- was completed during the year, and this when cquipped will go far towards providing for & number of
lepers now not segregated.
- 18. Anchylosfoniasis.—The total number of coses of this disease treated in the Ceylon
Government hospitals during the year was 8,617, as compared with a total of 14,8581 during 196, The
total number treated at dispensaries was 10,447, against 7471 in 1016. The mortality rate in hospitals
was 17 per cent. Besides these cases, a large number was treated by Government medical officers on
-estates, and a considerable number was treated by estate dispensers, The discaso appears to be most
~ prevalent in the Central Provinee, and, though most common among the estate coolies, has spread to a
considerable extent to villages,
- The activities of the .&nﬁ-ﬂnuh@rlmtcrmiaaia Directora of the Rockefeller International Health
Foundation continued during the year in the Matale District. Owver 10,000 coolies were treated on the
intensive plan ; however, the fact that about three times that number of persons living in the neighbour-
hood of estates have not been subjected to treatment must inevitably result in o certain degree of
re-infection. Considerable progress has been made in sanitation, both en estates and in villages,
- and the ultimate outlook is good. Campaigns agrinst the disease were also completed in the Dikoya
and Bogawantalawa districts during the year, and very satisfactory progress ean be claimed, notwith-
gtanding certain discouraging incidents and temporary sets-back, due to ignorance and prejudice on
the of the coolies, and sometimes to malicious, organized, active, or passive opposition on the part
of desi persons. It is satisfactory, however, to report that patience, tact, and persuasion, with
- an infrequent resort to legal assistance on oceasion, has to some extent succeeded in overcoming local
Tuﬁﬂon. mostly due to perverted ideas on the part of prejudiced leaders. In addition to the officers.
of the Health Board in the campaign, two Ceylonese medieal men from the Medical Department,
- Drs. Keyt and Gunasekera, have been appointed Dircetors of Campaigns. The outlook will progressively
~ improve, EMM, with time, when, as the result of lessened soil pollution and regular and systematio
 treatment, by the active co-operation of planters and labourers, the difficulties now met with hrvo
~ become a thing of the past.
. 10. Diphtheria~This dizease 8 uwncommon in the Island. During the year under review
- 13 cases, with 6 deaths, were registered in the hospitals.

20. Parang (Frambesia, or Yaws) —The total nomber of eases of this disease treated in Govern-
- ment medical institutions during 1917 was 46,032, Of these, 5,301 were treated in hospitals and 40,671
 in dispensaries, the figures in 1916 being 51,105, of which 9,007 were hospital cases and 42,008 dispensary
cases, Of these, 853 were treated with specifie remedial preparation as substitute for salvarsan, the
- loll being those made use of : Kharsivan, arsenions iodide, arseno-benzol, or modification and
- oom of these. The administration of these remedies or combinations and modifications of
 the same were satisfactorily reported upon by Dr. R. L. Spittel of the General Hospital and officers in
 tharge of distriet hospitals.
~ 21. Canmcer and Sareoma.—The number of eases of thesoe discases treated in the hospitals of the
and in 1917 was 474, the mortality from tho disease being 86. The figures for the previous year were
- 412 hospital cases, with a mortality of 34. It may be observed that the hospital and dispensary statistics
of these disenses in Ceylon afford unsatisfactory data as to the prevalence of the disease, as the dread
of operative procedure deters many sufferers from seeking medical assistanee, and those that do seek such
- Assistance have frequently allowed the discase to progress to such an advanced stage as renders their
| Cases ble. Labial and buecal epitheleoma is & common form of the disease, and is probably much
) inveterate betel chewing. 226 cases of malignant discase were admitted to the General
ital, Colombo, during the year, among which were 41 deaths. As in the year previous, no ease of
ant tumour was registered in the North-Central Province. Presumably a considerable number of
~ those admitted to the General Hospital, Colombo, were cases from Provinces other than the Western,
und gome from remote districts.
22, Tubereulosis of the Lung (Phthisis)—The hospital records of this disenso during the year
show a total of 1,802 cases treated, with 569 deaths, compared with n total of 1,680 cases and 572
- deaths in 1016. Overcrowding, defective sanitation, ignorance, and negleet in the matter of ventilation
| _are the chief predisposing causes of this scourge. Only cases in the more advanced stagoe scck
- hospital or dispensary aid, and in such cases, where the mﬂtﬁﬂ powers of the patient have been
much undermined, little or nothing can be done beyond relicf of urgent symptoms. It was the
- ppreciation of these facts and the inception of the King Edward VIL. Anti-Tuberculosis Fund that

-
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has resulted in the establishment of an up-to-date, fully equipped Anti-Tuberculosis Tnsti i
o Tuberculosis Hospital at Ragama for the graver and more chronio cases among thﬁuptun:r:g&ﬂﬁ:?ﬂ
and a sanatorium for the nie and open-uir treatment of early and incipient cases at Kandana, "I'hr"
hmﬂ ;::‘ b;mmmm ik dealt with under the heading of * Hospitals, Asylums, and Dispensarie, -
. ! tions.—1,802 steamers and 331 native coasting vessels arriv :
of Colombo during the year under review, as compared with 2,458 al-ennm-eﬁl and 317 naliﬁ #:-,,ﬁ:
1016. 0,409 Asiatic passengers from India were linded, of whom 946 were immigrant laboun
hmﬁrr’n figures being Eﬂ.ﬁr'll.'l Indian passengers, of whom 8220 were coolics, Eicht wwr":
were placed in striet quarantine. TFive cases of smallpox, 4 eases of chickenpox, 0 cases of measim
and 1 case of plague m_fe:mlunduﬂ Ilm‘.?. sent to the Infectious Diseases Hospital, A vessel, 25, Atlantique
" iujwtad !’]HI. cembm_-spuml It‘n'.'er (spotted fever), arrived in October, and 11 Buspeets sent
to the Infectious Discases Hospital, while 776 Annamites in charge of 9 French officcrs were segregated
at uma for observation and pending disinfection of the vessel. 113,884 persons were disinfected
- COmMPrising Passengers, cargo coolies, coal coolies, and tally clerks. 245 persons were vaceinated, J

Secriox III—Merrororocical. CoxpiTions,

- 24, Tho rainfall for the year was heaviest on'the north-cast and the south-west slo
- hills, being specially heavy in the distriet east of Matale and in the Nitre Cave district, and in ﬁ: ::u:];’
- west monsoon to the north of Ratnapura and the Ambegamuwa distrdet. An excess over normal was
experienced practically throughout the east, and a deficit to the south-west and the north,  The weather
.conditions for the year were, on the whole, somewhat unbalanced, and resulted in spells of unscasonable
- weather, but no great extremes were experienced. The mean shade temperature for the Islind was

“in most months below normal, nmil in no month was it above normal at more than two-thinds of the

Jammymw seb in towards the end of September, and caused extensive flooding te

L Secriox IV.—Tue Saxitary Draxci of Tue Mentoar DrrantuesT,

1 25. This branch consists of a Senior Sanitary Oflicer (Dr. K. MeGaliey), one Aetirg Junior
~ Banitary Officer, two Assistant Sanitary Officers, and fiflty-tuo Sanitary Inspecton, 1n sdbiten o a
£ i . with E:uu:' surveving coolics, an Acting Sanitary Fuiw-n.r.t.-r.-tr-.ﬂ, aral mine oalaw
Eﬂmwmﬂon, rat-gatching, ﬂ:ﬂ& llfélﬂbl:; ;J:b:a‘;h"i:]“;y Lespectors alwve enumeratnd, there are 47
1 o (A and pa and Sanitary Boands, The followmg s & summas
- of the work m E&rﬂ itary Branch of this Department during the year 1917, aa Fru--.-ur-t.n.l by l.::i
~ Benior Banitary O - 1'?".:,3!1!! premises were inspeeted during the year, of which 28,502 wers foul
F. mihr.r_ 2 416 actual moaquito-breeding places were discovered and dealt with, There were &30
pmmhms. with T95 convictions, in respect of breaches of sanitary rules and repulations, the fines
~ amounting to Rs. 6,911-61. Prosecutions are sanetioned only after inspeetion by the Banitary Ulficers,
Government Agents, or Assistant Government Agents.
: 98, New or re-constructed Buildings—2 1068 applications were dealt with, and permits granted
ZIIIHmBmﬂmmthaWuhumﬁm. e
T 27. Infectious Diseases—The following infectious diseases were reported and prophylaxis carried
8 out: D 240, measles 745, chickenpox 1,013, enterie faver 208, continued fever 25, and 225
- cases of plague occurred in the Island, of which 23 were outside Colombo Municipal limits, 22 being in
Fﬂme Province and 1 at Kandy. There is no evidence to point to any endemic plague contne
 or rat epizootic existing outside of bo. With one exception, the source of infection of all
thess cases could be traced to Colombo. Accurate information regarding the movements of paticnts
. previous to illness is most difficult to obtain, usually through fear of the preventative measures
 which ensue.
: In the Western Province (extra Colombo) 4,531 rats were caught during the year, 1,149 were
o i . and 1 was found positive for plague. This rat was cought at Deruwali
. @n 24 ; B cases of oocurred there in Moy, the first one being reported on May 15, There
two gources of the rat infection in this instance : one from Colombo; the other from
Negapatam, through the open port of Beruwala, with which it has direct communication by sca, but
‘through which channel the infection gained entrance is not evident.

E
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P n anti-typheid inooulations were given, but the Senior Sanitary Officer found it very
diffienlt to indues contacts to submit to this treatment, and patients amongst {I{a poorer classes coulid
rarely be induced to go to hospital, where the spread of the disease could be more readily controlld.
B 98, Sanitary Conveniences.—Public latrines of an approved type were constructed at Government
o in the Sanitary Board towns of Kochehikade, Henaratgods, and Mirigama. The Local Boanls
i . Moratuwa, Kalutara, and Negombo have been most energetic, and made considerable
in the installation of latrines for the inhabitants. In the Colombo District 4,791 and in the
utara District over 9,000 new private latrines were constructed in the rural areas.  These results ane
mp due to the great assistance given by Mr. C. V. Brayne and the present Assistant Government

j2 In the Matale District 2,424 latrines were installed in the villages in connection with the
"' anti-hookworm campaign, as compared with 103 for the vear 1016. These figures represent only
I intensive efforts ; progress in this respect is slso being made in other Provinees, but numbers are not yct
available. The sanitation of schools is receiring attention, and in the Matale District all those schools
_ in the territories being treated for hookworm discase have been provided with sanitary conveniengs
at Government expense.
n 90, Hoolworm Disease—~Microscopical surveys were carried out at Rayigama and Gorakapols
P : 00 per cent. were positive for hookworm. At Medapola mincs in Ingiriya 6500 In bourera wene

examined, and 95 per cent. were found infected. At Cotta Church Missionary Society school 400 children
were examined ; all were infected, At Maggona Reformatory, where boys from all parts of the Islaml
are admitted, 471 were examined ; all were infected. These were treated and re-examined, when all

but 11 were found cured. Infection did not oceur at the home, as it is well sanitated.

.‘.l.
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iﬁﬂumho;m the Leper Asylum,
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In Rayigama village, containing 478 houses, latrines were installed for each of them, where hitherto
none had existed, and arrangements were made for the treatment of the infected, but the staff had to be
withdrawn after three days’ work, owing to the aggressive attitude of the people brought about by the
cireulation of false rumours,

Specimens were collected in two isolated Sinholese villages in the North-Central Provinee and
microscopically examined, when 70 per cent. were found to be infeeted with hookworm. Twenty-one
lantern lectures on sanitation were delivered during the year, and were largely attended,

30. Town Planning—Surveys and improvement schemes were carried out at Henaratgoda,
Padokka, FPelivandara, Kelaniva, Eandana, Homagama, Kochchikade, Nugegoda, Ja-<la, and
Diwulapitiya. -

tions of the principal towns in the Island were made by me during the course of the year,

‘and recommendations for their improvement sent to the respeetive Chairmen.

Seorion V.—GENERAL BANITARY Coxpimiox orF Cuier Towwss,

31, Colombo.—A report and commentary on the vital statistics and sanitary conditions of Colombe
will be furnishied bé the health authorities of the city. The medieal institutions under my departmental
administration in bo eonsist of (1) the General Hospital, (2) Ceylon Medical College, (3) De Soysa

ing-in Home, (4) Victorin Memorinl Eye Hospital and Grenier Ear and Threat Infirmary, (5)
mbo Lunatic Asylum, () Lady Havelock Hospital for Women, (7) Lady Ridgeway Memorial Hospital

for Children, iﬂ] Borella Conviet Hospital, (%) Infectiouns Diseases Hospital, (10) Police Hospital, (11)
inlogical Institute, (12) Civil Medical Stores, (13) Branch I ital for Women, (14) Leper Asylum

- at Hendala, and (15) Anti-Tuberoulosis Institute, and two jail hospitals. There are out-patient dispensaries

at (1) Borella (for women), (2) Urngodawatta, Grandpass, (3) Mutwal, and {4) the Out-patient Department
of the General Hn:gimL The total number of patients treated in all the Colombo hospitals was 22 518
for the year, and the total number of out-patients was 64,8065, exelusive of inmates in the Lunatie and
Leper Asylums. :

32, Kandy—The sanitary condition of this town is satisfactorily controlled by the Municipality,

- The medieal institutions consist of (1) the Civil Hospital, including the Eye Infirmary, with 200 beds,

(2) the Jail Hospital, and (3) the Outdoor Dispensary.
93, Calle.—'The sanitary condition of this town has not progressed towards improvement during

~ the year. Shortage of funds in the Municipality has delayed or checked improvements in drainage,

water supply, and other sanitary requirements, The hospital is provided with 104 beds,
34. Jaffna —The sanitary condition of this town as regards drainage, water supply, and disposal

- of excreta leaves much to be desired. Soil pollution is general, though publio latrines are provided.

Under t conditions funds do not appear to be available for sapitary improvements. There is
Mﬁmnﬂl&m for 102 beds. Paying wards are in the course of construction,

A5. Dallicaloa.—There has been an improvement in the water supply of thiz town by the laying
m gystem. Drainage remains unsatisfactory. The disposal of exereta has improved, where
system has been adopted, but this is hr no means universal in the town, where there ia
pollution. There are 50 beds in the hospital. Nurses' quarters have been built. '
38, Anuredhapura —The sanitary condition of this town show progressive improvement. The
water iz defective as to quality, but sufficient in quantity, execpt in exceptionally dry weather,
Bea g, &o., is effectively done, and drainage has improved. The hospital has 82 beds.

7. - Kurunegals —The sanitation of this town shows amelicration. Drainage has improved,
scavenging and the dispesal of exereta are satisfoetorily cifeeted, but the water supply remains defective,
The hespital accommodation iz for 170 patients,

38. Badullz has a wholesome and abundant water supply, is comparatively well drained, and

atic efforts are exercised to check malarin. The scavenging, &e., is sotisfactory, There are 159

‘Eystam
beds in the hospital.

39, Ratnapura.—The publie water supply from pipes is insufficient, and is supplemented by wells,
Dirainage is defective, and there is much overcrowding. Seavenging and the disposal of exereta are
attended to. The district hospital has 06 beds.

BECTION VI—(ENERAL.
40. Adminisiralion : Hospitals, Asylums, and Dispensaries.—Besides the Lunatie Asylum,
gendu]u., which are eapable of accommodating respectively 614 and 404
existed in 1917 84 Government hospitals with aceommodation varying from 12 to 665 beds.
hospitals are well equipped with modern conveniences and appliance, and eofficered by qualified

medical men, the larger ones having also o trained stafl of nurses.  New hospitals were opened during the

: at Pimbura in Western Provinee and at Kohawatta and Kitulgala in the Provinee of Sabaragamuwa,
In addition to these hospitals, there are 441 central and branch dispensaries. A new building for the
Chilaw ital was completed during the year. MNew buildings were also completed for dispensaries
Ak Watawala, Morawaka, Irakkamoam, and Kurunegala. The following buildings were in progress but
8ot completed on December 31, 1917 : Hospital in Agrapatana ; Leper Asylum, Batticaloa; Alat-
- Muwars ital ; Lunugala hospital (rebuilding) ; Aranayaka hospital ; Infectious Discases Hospital,
Ratnapura ; Kandana Hospital for Consumptives. Many other improvements and additions to
and dispensaries were effeeted during the year.

41 The General Hospital, Colombo.—This is the largest medical institution in the Colony, and is
into two sections : the paying scotion and the non-paying scotion, The Medical Superintendent

submits the following report for the year 1917 :—
On Decombor 31, 1916, there woro left 630 patients in hospital, 35 in tho paying section and 606 i the
Pobipor seetion.  During 1917 the total number of admissions was 12,060 ; of these, 814 were admitted to the
Piying wards and 12,136 to the paupor wards, Of the 849 under treatment in the paying wards, 779 wero

.
e
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discharged, 35 died, and 35 remained on December 31, 1017, Of the 12,731 unde; i
wards, 11,830 wore dischnrgnd, l.iﬂﬂ-qllul. and 645 romained on Doeum'ha; il Iﬂll?‘.r S S s D
- The average daily sick in hospital was 41°30 in the paying wards and 670°49 in the PRUpeT wards
maximum and minimam number of pationts in hospital on any oneday during the perisd m.j
- review in the paying and pauper sections respectively was as under :— i
Pauper Section /—Maximum, 696 on October 18, 1917 ; minimum, 578 on February 21. 191
Paying Section ;—Maximum, 53 on Fobruary 23, 1017 ; minimum, 33 on Fuf_-mnr;rrl. I:BIT. %
;{h li,l:.:r::d.m:thd in 1917 to the pauper wards, 4,535 wero surgical cases and 7,001 ™irg
- i surgical operaticns during 1917 was 2,322, exclusive of &6 minor ti
Out-paticnt Department. OFf the 2,322 operations, 2,000 wege in the pauper mtiul:lsmr:tr?n?tllo::t::::

- 223 in the paying section operating theatre,

As particular discasos, the following table shows their tiv mortall
for 1916 1917, na shown by hospital ldmiuiqu:— - i — o s

Aerita Prowmotnia, Pulmonary Phihisis,
 1918: 357 cases, with 177 deaths, L0168 : 581 cases, with 276 deaths.
B 1917 : 358 coses, with 136 deaths, 1917 : 319 cases, with 178 deaths,
: Anchylostominsis, ’ Malaria.
1916: 360 cases, with 49 deaths, 1916 : 077 eases, with 11 deaths,
1917 ¢ 408 cases, with 55 denths, 1917 : 704 ensos, with 15 deatha,
b Dygentery. Eunteritia and Diarrh,
- 1018: 248 cases, with 45 deaths, 1016 : 425 cascs, with 156 deaths,
 1917: 222 cases, with 20 deaths. - 1917 : 409 cases, with 112 doaths,
5 Enterio Fever, Appondicitis.
1916z 201 cases, with 83 deaths. \ | 1916: 117 cases, with 4 deatha,
19173 174 oases, with 42 deaths. I 1017 & 144 cnses, with 4 deaths,

Additions, Alterations, and Jmprovements to existing Builidings — During 1917 the other half of the psuper

- section wards wore provided with water-closets in conneetion with the town sewers, Tl Year was mrnlmr. i
for the fact that a start was mado on the new quarters for the Religious Sisters, the wynt of which Las bag

boan felt. Tho now paying ward block, the gift of the Hon, Mr, W, 11 Figg, was nearly comploted in 1917,

and good progroas made with the new sporating theatre in conneetion with the paying ward,
Owing to the gonerosity of G Sannmgam, Bag,, 1%, s comploto new X ey outfit was installod under
thia su of an BEhetrienl Engineer from Englond, and bas provid of grest serviee.  Bone 3060 cases
wore photographed, and others examined with the sereen,

Expanditure and Receipts.—Tho roceipts from paticnts in the paying scetion were Fe. 61,8310 02, and
tha was Ro. 83,008'16. Tho roceipts on bebalf of crﬂzi‘nrlpnlimh in the pauper section wer
Ra. 5,238°T0, and the expenditure Rs, 08,277°58. The expenditure in both rections eovers tho cost of dists,
fusl, and u-tiuipmnnt-. and ths salarics of attendnnts and servonts, but does not include tho salarics of tha
medical and nursing staff, nor the cost of drugs and dressings,

Accommaodation.—For severn]l years past certain wards for certain clazses of coses in the paupor section
have been overcrowded during the greater part of the yenr. As thero are no peor-howses in this countey,
& large number of aged and infirm eases have to be kept for lengthy periods in our convalescent wards, wnd
this the transfor of casee to these wards from the scute wards,  FProvision will hovo to be made 1o

~ houso theso and infirm cases elsewhers, or we shall have to inercasoe our accommodation. Oceasionally

~ cases have to be refused admission or delayed when secking admission to the paying wards, but when eircum-
stances pormit of the oponing of the new ward now approaching complotion, the accommodation for paying
pationts should suffice for savera] years to coma. :
42, The Colombo Lunatio Asylum.—Dr, L. D. Parsons resumed charge of this institution oa
Iﬂlthlr'r 6, 1917, mljwing Dr. Lucius Nicholls, who had acted for him while on leave,  The institution
' is divided into the Asylum proper for lunatics, and the House of Observation for persons remandid for
observation ing committal or release by the Judicial anthorities.  As regands the Lunatic A-vlum,
 the year opened with 607 males and 336 females, being an increase of 45 males and o deervace of 26 wales
firt with the corresponding period of last year. In other words, there were SUT paticats e the

¥ - Asy on January 1, 1918, compared with 943 on January 1, 1017, the inorease being 36 poatients,

During 1917 there were 260 males and 105 females admitted, Tt 25 maore paldes aud 11 Lo
* fomales than were admitted during 1916, The total number treated in 1917 §5 thas 567 nales and 411
- females, or in all 1,308 patients, comparcd with a total of 1,245 treated in 1916, being an inercase of W) in
all {73 males, less 13 females.) i

ing the year 133 males and 51 females were discharged, compared with 135 males and 79

~ females disch in 1916, There were thus 2 males and 28 females, or 30 patients in oll, less discharged

 this year than year, but it must bo borne in mind that the number discharged in 1916 was 49 in
- excess of those discharged the previous year, _
There were 115 deaths during the year, 72 males and 43 females, compared with 52 males and 39
females for the previous year. The assigned causes are set out in the table attached.
~ The daily average number resident in the Asylum was 664- 61 males and 342- 62 females. The
largest number present on any one day in the Asylum, viz., on October 6, 1917, was 636 males and .""-I
. females, total 1,006, and the smallest number resident was on January 31, 1917, GO0 males and 335
females

With re to the House of Observation, the year opened with 18 males and 5 females, or 23 i
all, being 7 nuﬁmlm and 1 fomalo less than in 1916, During the year 288 cases of males and %0 of
females were admitted for observation, being 22 more males and 10" less fomales than in 1916, The-o
378 eases were distributed among 257 male persons and 82 female persons.  As the same person may be
admitted more than once, there are obvicusly more cases than there are persons under observation.

The total number under observation was 306 males (275 persons) and 95 females (87 persons), T!‘
401 casps. Of these 401 cases, 161 males and 63 females were transferred to the Asylum, 123 males ar
24 females wers discharged, 7 males and 2 females died, leaving 15 males and 6 females still in the Hous
of Observation at the close of the year,






ECIENCE, AND ART.] «  MEDICAL. BT

The average number resident in the House of Observation was 18 01 males and 7 females, or 25- 01
in all, compared with 23-03 males and 8- 33 females, or 31° 36 for the provious year. The highest number
on any single day was 41 on June 28, 1917, and the lowest 16 on March 24, 1917.

The figures for the Asylum and the House of Observation together aro as follows :—

Mnles, Females, Total,
. Romained on Decomber 31, 1018 s 625 S it 06
Admitted doring 1917 an 3 . 517 < 187 e To4
. Total treated .. 1,142 58 ¢ 1,11':_1;
- Discharged o 5 » 386 o 130 aa Gl6
Deaths o » i i A il 124
Romaining - e 6377 i an3 s 1,030
~ The largest number simultancously resident was 1,033 on December 25, 1917, and the lowest 4
‘on January 20, 1917, for both institutions together, co with 082 and 010 respectively for last year.

The daily average for both institutions together was 672' 61 males and 349- 62 fomales, or a tofal of
1,022° 23, being an increase of 72 20 in the daily average of males and a decrease of 3+ 16 in the daily
average of fomales,  The total inerease in the daily average is thus 80- 14,

A large amount of useful work was done by the inmates of the Asylum, the males being employed
in ﬂﬁuﬁh‘j, manufacture of string rugs and mats from coir, repairs to fumniture, basket-making, rattan-
ning of cots and chairs, &e.; and the females, besides engaging in the coirindustries, employed their tima
in sewing and work for the General Hospital, the Eye Hospital, the Lady Havelock Hospital,
and also contributed their handiwork to the Queen Mary's Needlework Guild.  Great credit is due to
the matron for her supervision of the needlework. The foundations for the new asylum at Angoda on
the Colombo-Avissawella road were commenced during the year, and its completion is looked forward
to, owing to the insufficiency of accommodation in the present building.

43. The Imfections Diseases Hospital.—864 cases were treated in this hospital, with 67 deaths
in 1917, a8 compared with 1,647 cases and 99 deaths in the year previous. The following table is

o — '
1817. o 1018,
i umber
trented. Dieaths, ] Deatha.

Bmallpox s Er & 2 8 2
Cholera ¥ Al ol T — - 88 64
T - 17 5B 42 20
ﬂ?:m-m i i 7 2 5 2
Chickenpox .. R 1] ] — 1,261 ]
- Mensles i -1 157 1 1 —-
Mumps Ve i 22 — 124 -
Paeumonia .. o 6 3 - =
Acute Dinrrhoa M [} — 31 —_
Othor Dissasna 5 g - & i

44. The Conviet Hospitals and Jails.—There is bed accommodation for 213 patients in the Borella
Conviet ital, for 8 patients at the Weliknda Female Jail Euapiml, and for 20 patients at the
Mahara Jail ital. daily average at the Borella Conviet Hospital was 70° 37.

46. The Police Hospilal.—There is accommodation for 28 patients in this hospital. 064 paticnts
wern treated during the year,

46. The De Soysa Lying-in Home.—1,730 cases were troated in this institation during the year, as
m 1,437 in 1016. 53 patients died, thoe death-rate being 3+ 33. The causation of death was as
1 : 36 due to unavoidable accidents of childbirth, 8 to puerperal discase, and 14 to non-puerperal
causes. 231 operations were performed at the institution, 1,365 children were born, 84 of whom did
not survive, The institution continues to be useful for purposes of instruction to pupils in midwifery,
such usefulness, however, being restricted by insufficient accommodation for pupil midwives. I am of
; that the infant murhlit;.r of the Izsland, particularly on the estates, eould be appreciably reduced
if modern methods and precautions could be more generally adopted. A new building to accommodate
an additional twenty-two pupils is in course of construction.

47. The Lady Havelook Hospital for Women and the Loady Ridgeway Block for Children.—808

were in the Lady Haveleck Hospital in 1817, as compared with 851 the previous yoar.
mortality was 7-8 per cent. 233 of the cases treated were for discases peculiar to women, 208
operations, mostly gynmeological, were performed by the Lady Surgeon in charge,

757 children patients wero treated in the Lady Ridgeway Block during the year, boing 32 less
than in 1918, the daily average being 30°90. The ml:irtnlil%' was 20-73. Tho Llf]ﬂ' Surpgeon in tlmf{:ﬂ
_ of the hospital deplores the practice of bringing moribund infants to tho hespital, which continues to he
common. Additional accommaodation for pupil nurses is being provided.

48, The Vicloria Memorial Eye Hospital, and the Grenicr Ear, Nose, and Thront Infirmary.—There
were 947 admissions during 1917, of whom 47 were paying paticnts, as compared with 1,018 patients in
~ the previous year. 12,583 patients made 33,850 visits to the Out-patient Department, or an averags
i aﬂ:mt 3 visits per individual. 1,634 patients were treated in the Ear, Nose, and Throat section.

412 Ophthalmic surgical operations were performed, 119 of which were for cataract, Increased waiting
accommodation for out-patients continues to bo a requircmont. '
[. 49 The King Edward VII. Tubcrculosis Institute, the Rogema Tubcreulosis Hospital, and the
Sanalorium for GM#I:M.—-—TIIM institutions now provided for the medical treatment and
t oure of tuberculons patients. & Colombo institution under the eare of an officer who has specialized
| in the disease is being increasingly patronized. 4,185 patients were scen during the year, of whom 1,664
Emmm Of these, 1,331 were cases of phthisis of the lung; 200 were sent for indoor treatment at
& L]

i
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Ragama. 427 domicilinry visits by the Medical Officer, matron, and nurse of the i:nﬂtutiul

during the year. Sﬂiﬂ n%qommﬁ:! suspected sputa were bn.et&riulﬂfimlly examined, and llﬂnﬂﬂmz
examinations made for dingnostic purposes. 459 cases of more or less advanced tuberculosi =
were treated at the Ragama hospital with a mortality of 100, e

80. - The Kandana Anti-Tuberculosis Sanatorium was nearing completion towards the end of

- r:.md Lhope to it shortly. This institution is the outcome of the benevolence of the late Mr, :;_nll-f
- de8ilva, who gifted the funds necessary for the building and 40 acres of land. Thesite is an excellent one
m_hi.ﬂ; grqm_d, with a dry porous soil, on the Uolombo-Jacla road, and near the railway station. Tl
hqlld:n.g consista of fuu.r_ wards wq:h hialf walls, designed to accommodate fifty patients, There arg
suitable quarters for resident medical officers, nurses, and staff, with ample grounds for recreation
gardening, and -air pursuits. [ am confident that the public-spirited donor has conferred a gn:;i
and lasting benefit on the people of the country, and greatly deplore his untimely demise, which has
denied him the satisfaction of sceing the completion of the good work.

{ 51. The Victoria Home for Ineurables.—70 cases remained at this institution at the end of 1918,

- and 19 were admitted during 1917, of whom 6 died, 10 were discharged, leaving 73 inmates at the close of
- the year under review. Increased accommodation is urgently needed, but at present funds are pot
fortheoming.

_ §2. The Bacteriological Institute, Colombo.—6,924 bacteriological examinations were made at this
- dnstitution. The constructing and equipping of a Pasteur Institute in connection with it for the treatment
- of persons bitten by rabid dogs is being taken in hand.

_ 53. The Ceylon Medical College.—The following are the statistics of the Medical Colloge :—
L (L) Hﬁﬁ:ﬂﬂ&diﬂlﬂmdmum'mﬂmhr 31, {3) Numbor of Medical Students passed in 1017 18
Sk i LG

1 o : Number of Apothecary Students passod
Humbar of Apothecary Students on, Decem- in 1917 .. i e a1
s ber 31, 1016 e vo B4 | (4) Bumber of Medienl Students left in 19017 .. 22
(2} Numberof Medical Btudentsadmitted in 1017 45 Xumbor of Apothecary Students Lt in
!fu;;:i:unr.hpqllmryﬂtudmhndnﬁlmdin 1T . i b
T S £ e L

; Revenue for 1017, Ra. 37,848 ; expenditurs for 1017, Ra. 67,023,

64. The Civil Medical Stores.—The cost of drugs, chemicals, instruments, &e., including repain of
the latter, amounted to Rs. 429,657 86 during the year 1917, as comparcd with Rs. 427,023 13 the provious
: Tmﬁ cost Ha. 4,646 86. Miscellancous expenditure, inclusive of stationery, printed forms,

. &e., 10,111 54. A total of Ra. 5,817 %4 was recovered by the sale of drugs to estates, Le.,
by the sale of unserviceable articles, or payment for articles lost or hm{en by officers of the Department,
o~ ﬁ by the sale of surgical instruments. 79,972 ounces of quinine were issued for use at a cost of

Ra

£

118,220°92. During the year 69,018 ounces of the drug were purchased, costing Ra. 119,750 G,

. 14,489° T3 worth of drugs were issued to Government Departments.  Hs. 214,720°07 was expended in

mmmﬁ tion of opino, Ra. 3,335 50 being expenses incidental to the same.  Ras. 665212
waa recovered by sale of oplum preparations. '

Becrion VIL—Meprcan Amp 1o Inummorast Coonies.

65. The health precautions and medical care of immigrants commences on the Indisn coast at
and Mandapam, and continues in the medical inspection at Talaimannar and at the Colombo
¥ t, and consists in internment of infectious eases, contacts, or suspects at Tataparai, Talai-
mannar, or Ragama, and medical cave of all cases of illness, The different ipumigration depots are
manned by officers of the Medical Department. The new Immigration Camp and Quarantine Depdt at
Mandapam was opened on May 1, 1917, replacing the temporary camp that had proviewsly existed. A
full desc of this very efficientl aElmret? and equipped quarantine station will doubtless bo
furnished by the Department mﬂpﬂnniﬁla for its administration, Suffico it to say, that the medical and
~ sanitary provisions are excellent, Water supply, sewago disposal, hospital disinfection, wd Tesig lias
4 l'mﬂi\wﬁ carcful attention, and amplo provision hos been mado for all requircmesnts anmd contimgencis,
and for tho saloty and comfort of travelling mmigrants,

B0, Government District Hospitals in Planting dreas—Thero aro 580 such hospitals, with sceoms
modation for 4,047 pationts, stafled ﬂy eificient and fully qualificd medical officers, nurses, and attendants,
and equipped with modern requirements.  Each such hospital has an out-paticnt dispensary attached.
In ldoartlaon to district hospitals, there are 74 Government district dispensarics in planting arcas.  The
medical officers, besides attending to their hospitals and dispensaries, pay dowmiciliary visits to coolics
in their lines when summoned by the superintendents of estates.

67, Estate (Rebate) Hospitals.—In addition to this Government medical aid for estate coolics,
filby-eight estates have established hospitals for the better treatment, dieting, and medical eare of the sick.
Buch hospitals entitle the estate to a rebate on export tax, in prueinﬂiun to the efficiency of the medical
~ and nnlla:{)apmrixinn made. A sum of Rs. 50,850 was refunded to estates during the year as rebate

under the sbove system. It is satisfactory to report that progressive improvement is evident in many
of these hospitals, somo indeed having achieved a high degree of efficiency. . :

58. FEstate Dispensaries.—40] estate dispensaries reecived free grants of drugs from Government
during the year, this being an increase of 26 over the number for the preceding year. The total cost of
this freo issue was Rs, 135,3566-82,

59, A system of medical instruetion, in the form of lectures, demonstrations, and practical clinical
work at Government hospitals in the planting districts, was introduced during the year, it having beca
recognized that the medical training of a number of estate dispensers was defective.  These lectures, &
were piven br the Disteict Madisal 0Fers, azd 2t the termination of the course a written and ors
examinition was beld by the Provinclul Surgeons, The written examination papers were set by me.
The number of candidafes presented for instruction was 360, Of these, 231 presented themselves uf

]






examination; 1565 satisfied the examiners, and 126 failed to do so.  Thoso who did not present themselves
for instruction and examination will be ealled upon to do &0 at o subsequent course of instruction,
which those who Li“lﬁuﬁ 1:Ilﬂl-llml be :icgimrcd to J.‘!!.I_uu;ﬂ. My provisional approval of the employment of
eatate upon their possesging the required standard of medical knowledge, failin

which I uiﬁ; be compelled to withdraw that approval. et R, o
3 60,

. Lairines.—A rule under section 12 of Ordinance No. 10 of 1012 was promulzated by His

the Governor in November, 1916, making it incumbent on overy mml& to ]|§nv:il.1n Ii'trino

for all employees within one year from the date. The type of such latrine was subjoct to

- my approval, ono compartment being provided for every fifteen employees, two ehildren being computed

as one adult, T plans of latrines on the pit and the pail system were furnished by the Senior

i Officer. is satisfactory to report that 1,156 estates have complied with the requirements;

such estates as have failed to do so will be dealt with under the penalty clauses of the Ordinance, unless
they show sufficient canse for an extension of time,

6l. Sanilary Inspection of Estates —The systematic and methodical sanitary inspection of estates
in the Western, Central, and Southem Provinces was commenced during the year, two specially selected
senior, officers of the Medical Department being delegated for these duties. A report on the vital

- statistics, site and construction of lines, drainage, water supply, scavenging, latrine accommedation,
-ni.hry:: of surroundings, and medieal provisions, if any, is made %l;' these officers through the
- Benior Banitary Officer. The latter officer takes such action as may be indicated if the sanitary con-
ditions are defective. The reports of the Inspecting Medical Officers would serve to indieate that, whiln
the cooly has no actual objection to the use of the latrines provided, thero remains on many estates a
tendency to revert to mmila.r;i'i::t.umnni the past. Nothing short of regular and systematic ingpection
of the surroundings of coo by the superintendents or by persons appointed by him and the
admonishment or punishment of offenders will check this tendency. 1t is gratifying to note that among
of estates there is a growing sense of responsibility as regards the health of their labour
force. Greater knowledge of the preventabiliby of a large amount of sickness and death among coolies
is, I trust, resulting in greater care. It is regrettable that on many estates, especially in the older Eint.ricu.
the present-day manager has to contend with an inheritance of ill-constructed lines on unsuitable sites,
with defective drainage and faulty water supply, in addition to the soil pollution that has existed for
many years past. The financial stringency resulting from war conditions and the paucity of nssistants
further hampers the efforts of managers in the direction of sanitary improvements,

One of the Inspecting Officers (Dr. Bawa, to whom the estate inspection in the Western and
Southern Provinces has been entrosted) reports that on second or subsoquent visits paid to cstates on
which he originally found sanitary conditions much noglected there was evidenco of a marked and
sustained effort to remedy evils previously indicated ; this shows that, despito the adverse times as

assistance and economic cfnditions, planters are showing an encouraging interest in sanitary
MI mh:ghl that the egfmbined eiforts of m&rdﬂupatt-munt and the Anti-Anchylostomiasi
, Wi [V tion oatato A patato cies, will eventually result in o
~ substantial reduction inmhlmw and deaths mmhbin discaso Eﬁmm cstates, f

62, Number of Estate Labourers treated in Government Hospitals.—Total number of days estato
. mwd in hospital 311,673, Total numbor of births and deaths on estates was 9,822 and
5,101, d

vely.

G63. [ th; —H‘I. addition to my periedical tours of inspection of Guwrnmntmodiualmhglhh-
ments, overy i An dhpama is wvisited and reported wpon by the Provincial Surgeon, isits
and maq:u mﬂm made by unofficial visitors delegated by the Planters' Association for the planting
districts, and by Government Agents and other senior officials who may have passed through the stations
or districta during the year. *

64, Food Supply for Hospitals.—As in provious years, the system of dieting through the agency

of contractors has worked satisfactorily, All food is inspected by responsible officers before and after
| ki

. 5 P -
SCIENCE, AND ART.] MEDICAL, EO

1

L3

i

*

66, Strength of the Medical Departnent.—The following was the strength of the Medieal Department
during the peried : 1 Principal Civil Medical Officer, 1 Assistant Principal Civil Medical Oificor, 185
~ Medical Officers, 321 ecaries, § Inspectors of Vaceination and 138 Vaccinators, including 6 Femalo'
Vaccinators, 1 Bacteriologist, 1 Assistant Bacteriologist, 1 Superintendent of the Civil Medical Stores,
1 Benior Banitary Officer, 1 Junior Sanitary Officer, 2 Assistant Sanitary Officors, 1 Banitary Engineor
and 68 Sanitary Inspectors, including 1 Superintendent, 27 European Matrons and Trained Nurscs, 55
Matrons and Nursing Sisters (Ieligions Sisterhoods), 144 Ceylonese Matrons and Nurses, and
40 Pupil Nurses.

@6, Officers on Leave.—Eight Medieal Officors who received temporary commissions in the Royal
Army Medical Corps are still on warservice.  Three Medical Officers who procecded to Europe to prosecute
their studies are still on leave. Mr. W. C. H. Tripp, Accountant, Medical Department, who went on leave
in May, 1916, has also received a commission in the Army. Four other Medical Officers had leave out
‘of the Island. The total number of officers of the Department on war service on December 31, 1017,
was 11, including 2 officers of the Medical College.

67. Changes in the Department.—Dr. G. 8. van Rooyen, Provineial Surgeon, was transferred from
the Provineo of Uwva to the Western Provines, Dr. L. C. Brohier of the Western Provines taking the former’s
in Uva. Dr. W. C. Peiris, Judicial Medical Officer, Galle (Grade L), died on October 28, 1017, and
. M. Jinadasa of Grade II. was promoted to Grade L. to fill the vacancy; his place in Grade II. was
given to Dr. J. P. Bubramaniam. A. 8. P. Fornando and H. C. SBamucl resigned their appointments,
and Dr. D. 8. M. E. Perera leit the Department having secured the appointment of Medical Officor
of Health, Galle. The following were admitted as Third Grade Medical Officers during the year :—
ﬂE&Thiagnmjnh, E. H.dfmiajnr, .:[I{ 11; gut;m, I:T. K&mgﬁ.tﬁrumﬁﬂ, 0. Perera, ILI'.}. Wcmm
. Jayawardana, V. I'. de Zoysa, J. H. F. Jayosuriya, G. . Wickramasuriys, K. Cathira
L. G. B].Li. and B, A, Don Robert. :

H(av)18
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