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A Committee on Yellow Fever appointed for the purpose of drawing up a course of action in
regard to (a) prevention, {(h) control in the event of an outhreak, has submitted a report.

Other Communicable Diseases of Importance.

(o) Malgria.—The usual seasonal increase in 1I'n-llll:n'lrrl was ohserved from November to March,
being chiefly confined to dry-zone areas. There has heen an appreciable reduction not only in
morbidity but also in mortality figures

The Field Laboratory at Matara could not be established even this year owing to difficulty in
speuring the necessary equipment.

Malaria control work under agricultural and irrigation gchemes was continued. Work for
military authorities was carried out. i

{(h) Hookworm.—890,383 treatments were given. The reduction in the number of treatments
is due to the suspension of masa treatment owing to the shortage of castor oil and mag. sulphate,
The services of Anky. Dispensers are being utilized in Health Education and Pood Control work
and at Hospitals,

(¢) Yows (Parangi).—There were 1,051 known infective and 3,062 non-infective cases during
the year. The number of injections given was 2,822, At the end of the year there were 527
known infective and 5. 279 non-infective eases, 307 cases were not traceable,

{d) Filariasis.—There were 1,422 known cases of filariasis in 302 villages. Pistia plants
were cleared from 122 out of the 454 localities in which this plant was growing. Investigative
work is continuing,.

SECTION 4. -TUBERCULOSIS.

The Departmental Committee held one meeting during the year under review. At this meeting
it was decided that admissions to the three Tuberculosis Institutions should be made irrespective
of the stage of the disease, and that the patients should be grouped in the same hospital according
to the stage of disease. It was also decided that the pmpmf.l sottlements for ex.-tuberculosia
patients should be organised as appurtenants to existing institutions, A ward of 30 beds is
under construction at the Kandana Sanatorium and two other wards to accommodate 40 patients

are under construction at Kankesanturai in addition to 2 wards, one of 20 beds and the other of
11 beds at Undugoda hospital for tuberculosis patients. An X'Hay room was constructed at

Ragama.
No. of patients treated : — |

Males. Females.
Chest Hospital, Ragama " o O50 £ 361
Sanatorium, Kandana L g 137 it ol
Sanatorium, Kankesanturai 0 i 48

2,848 patients were dealt with at the '!|.nt1a'l uberculosis Instltuto. Colombo, during 19432,
Of the outstation clinics only one (st Jaffna) functioned in a satisfactory manner, Here 290
cases paid 836 visits, A scheme to train Medieal Officers on 'lhlhem.ulmgiﬁ has bean appruuﬂd
and the first instalment of 3 Medical Officers has been sent to Madrag to undergo the 9 months’
course there.

SECTION 5. VENEREAL DISEASES.

Satisfactory progress has been recorded during 1942 in spite of the shortage of droags and
imstruments and inadegquate contact with outstation clinics, which conditions were created
becanse of the war. A departmental committee meeting was held at which it was decided to
establish pathological laboratories st Kandy, Galle, and Jafina in order to decentralize the
pathological worlkk which iz at present done in Colombo.  The Venereal Diseases (Gonorrhoea) |
Regulations have been introduced as an emergency measure making it incumbent on doctors to
report cases of gonorrhoea in the female, and requiring infected females to submit to full
treatment. Steps are being taken to amend thess regulations in order to make them applicable
to males and also to other venereal diseases besides gonorrhoea.

Statistics :—
. First Visits. Subsaguent
Visits,
Ceneral Hospital Clinic (male patients) -+ 3,340 oo TO4.TBT
Lady Havelock Hospital Clinic [Fumalﬂ patients) i 2,388 i 9,278
Outstation Clinies .. o E,Ell o 7,582

SECTION &.—LEPROSY.

1|:|_ ite of the difficulties caused by the war the work of the Leprosy f‘..arnpdl.ign has beesit
car on with little interruption. A meeting of the Departimental Commitiee on Leprosy was
held during the year under review and it was very helpful in deciding all the matters connected
with the campaign. ‘ﬁf;#pﬂ are being taken to relieve the congestion at the LI‘.‘}JI‘UHV Hospital at
Mantivae by constructing a few cottages with accommodation for six petients in each. More
attention was paid to oceupational t-hﬂrup!,' during the year. In 1942, 180 new cases wers
detected of whom 121 were males ; 156 patients were under 14 years of age; 107 were neural
cases and 73 lepromatous. During the year 22,986 school children were examined in 167 schools
and 8 fresh cases were detected amongst them, 5,208 home visits were made and 9,386 contacts
and 2,911 cases were examined. 129 school talks and 374 village talks were given.

SECTION 7. -HYGIENE AND SANITATION.

The high cost of labour and the difficulty in obtaining cement have adversely affected the
progress of construction of wells, latrines, and drains.
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SECTION 10.-NUTRITION.

A fresh dietary survey was earried out and also nutritional surveys with a view to determining
the effects of food rationing. The diets of the General Hospital have been studied. Preparation
of F?&E‘bl;l-:g shark liver oil have been made and samples of the latter tested for their vitamin
A" values.

Courses of instruction have been given to Sanitary Assistant Learners, Probationary Divisional
Revenue Officers and Medical Students,

An article entitled * War Time Dietary " has been publizhed and a paper on the * Nutritional
state of the Ceyvlencse ' has been accepted by the * Lancet " for publication,

A memorandum on ** Nutrition in Ceylon—its bearing on National Health and Well Being **
has been published by the Society of Medical Officers of Health, Ceylon.

SECTION 11, HEALTH EDUCATION.

Health education was earrvied out as in previouns years. A poster on convnlsions and a hand-
book on Wartime Dictary were put out in addition to another new leaflet for popular education.
A health section dealing with nutrition was organized in connection with the Food and Food
Craft Exhibition condueted by the Civil Defenee Commissioner on December 26, 27, and 28, 1942,
and on Jeanuary 2 and 3, 1943, Special exhibits, on food were prepared for the purpose. The
construction of a balanced diet from the articles of food available locally were effectively

demonatrated.
SECTION 12, AIR-RAID PRECAUTICGNS.

Casualty Work.—Two Medical Officers of Health and 1 Medieal Officer of this Department
have been seconded for serviee in the Civil Defence Scheme of the Island. The Medieal Officers
of Health and the Field Medical Officers are in charge of the Casnalty Services established in their
ereas under the Civil Defence Bcheme and these officers have been doing this work in addition te
their normal dutics.

Air-Raid Casvaliies.—After the air raid in Colombo on April 5, 87 easualties were dealt with at
the Colombo Casualty Clearing Stations, :

After the air raid on Trincomalee on April 9, 102 Civil casualties were dealt with at the Casualty
Clearing Station at the Trincomalee hospital.

SECTION 13.-WORK DONE IN HOSPITALS, DISPENSARIES, &e.

{a) Hospilals.—Despite all the handicaps experienced with regard to the construction of new
buildings, 3 new hospitals were completed and declared open. The total number of hospitals
at the end of the year was 132 with a total of 11,970 beds, The total number of in-patients was
325,173 and the number of deaths was 18,342, 2

Arrangements were made during the year to evacuate patients if necessary from danger areas
and for this purpose emergency accommodation was provided in some of the hospitals away
from the danger zones. Arrangements were also made under the Civil Defence SBcheme in all
the more important hospitals for treatment of casualties in the event of an emergency,

The difficulties in importing food supplies have adversely affeeted the country and conse-
quently the dieting of the patients in the hospitals invelved many difficulties.

{b) Dispensaries—Two new central dispensaries. 2 brancly dispensaries and 13 visiting
gtations were opened during the year but 3 central dispensarvies and 6 visiting stations were
elosed down., At the end of the year, there was a total of 267 central dispensaries, 178 bhranch
dispensaries and 375 visiting =tations.  The total number of patients treated in these dispenaaries
as well as in the ont-patients departments of the hospitals was 7,133,762,

* {e) Specicd Hoepitals: (i) Menfal Hospiial—The accommodation remained at 2,512 beds.
. The daily average number of patients for the year was 2,827, The number of certified patients
admitted during the year was 635 and the number admitted to the Housze of Observation was
1.677. The number of patients digcharged was 617. There were 974 deaths. The discases
which caused most deaths were dysentery and phthisis,
. [ii.}) Pasteur Institute.—2,878 patients were treated during the year. 9 deaths ocourred from
hydrophobia after treatment. o Carbolized vaccine was used. Rabbits for the preparation of
. anti-rabic vaceine were given up snd sheep used instead. 605 braing were examined
microscopically for Negri bodies,

{d) Civil Medical Stores.—The demands on the Civil Medical Stores from the institutions of
this Department as well as from Air-Baid Precautions organizations increased greatly but they
were satisfactorily met. At the beginning of the vear there was some anxiety regarding the

_arrival of stocks from the usual sources and arrangements were made to obtain supplies from
Indin. A certain gquantity of such supplies was received. However, the fears about the non-
receipt of the usual supplies did not materialize and additional accommodation had to be found
for t,]l:c inereased stocks.

In connection with the bulk purchase procedure the whole of the Island’s medical supplies
had to be bulked with the indents from the Civil Medical SBtores and impnrte:i by Government.
This estahlishment will thnz become the distributing eentre for the Island’s medieal supplies,
In order to relieve the production and shipping situation, all items which could have been placed
in the category of non-essentianls were omitted from the indents.

SECTION 14.- LABORATORY WORK.

{a) Bacteriological Institite.—A total of 138,839 bacteriological examinations were carriod out
during the year including 441 samples of water. Calf lymph to vaccinate about 528,504 persons
was prepared, The seed lymph for the vaccination of the calves was also prepared at this
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