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(27 )

Influenza.—The epidemic began first at Seccondee, where it was introduced
by members of the crew of an infected ship who were landed for treatment.
On recognition of the inevitable spread of the discase, no special steps were
taken to localise it by isolating the cases as they oceurred. All passengers
landing however were advised to have their clothes which might have been ex-
posed to infection during the voyage, washed and disinfected by exposure to
the sun’s rays for a considerable time. L

_Inat-ructiuns outlining the measures to be taken were sent to the different
stations and left to the local authorities to amplify in any way possible.  Special
attention was called to the advantages of free ventilation and the admission
of sunlight, and instructions given to the effect that all infected clothes should
he washed and exposed to the sun, Instructions in personal hygiene were also

The Sanitary Staff visited hounses giving advice on the above linesand also
(lemonstrating simple methods of disinfecting rooms which patients had used,
but as two-thirds of the Inspectors were down at a time this work was obviously
crippled.  Instructions upon the best methods to adopt in combating the
disease were also conveyed to the chiefs in different towns and districts by the
pulitical officers, who did exeellent work in this way.

Schools were closed early and public religious services, funeral customs,
and other festivals were discountenanced.

Coastwise traffic of natives was discouraged to a considerable extent as all
passengers before embarking had to submit themselves for examination and
obtain a medical certificate before the Lighterage Company wonld issue a
ticket. :

The actual number of deaths that oceurred cannot be ascertained, but in
Seccondee a fairly accurate idea of the general mortality was obtained by
ing a census of a controlled population of 2,599 native employees in various
Government departments and private firms, and the mortality rate worked out
at 4'55 per cent. :

(3) Expemic Diskases.

Tubereulosis.—There is a decrease all round in the number of deaths from
this disease registered during the year, but this can only be an apparent fall,
as influenza most certainly accounted for the deaths of a number of tubercolar
subjects who would have died from tuberculosis had not influenza supervened.
The general concensus of opinion is that the disease is on the increase, and the
medical officer of one of the mining companies has been so impressed with
this that he has opened an isolation building for the treatment of his cases, It
is an unfortunate fact however that cases of tuberculosis of the lungs are seldom
seen until the discase is well advanced. The onset of the disease is so often
insidious and lacking in any acute symptons that it is not until some alarming
sign obtrudes itself that relief is sought.

The procedure which was adopted in 1917, following upon the inclusion of
tuberculosis among the infections diseases under the Infections Diseases
Ordinance has been maintained.

After notification of a case, every effort is made to persuade the patient
and the people in the house to adopt the usual precautions and to follow the
accepted line of treatment.

Most of the cases of tuberculosis are, however, not known of until after
death and applications for burial permits are made.  Steps are then taken to
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