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— RAINFALL ON THE GOLD COAST, —
ASHANTI & THE NORTHERN TERRITORIES.
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“ He directed that the village should be fumigated and cleaned,
the bungalow inhabited by the Europeans destroyed. This was done.

“ The natives were inspected, but no case of illness was found,
either then or later.

“ The European Settlement was removed to the top of a hill
about 600 yards to the west of the village, and the whole of this new
site cleared of all trees and undergrowth. As soon as dry all the herb-
age and timber was burnt.

“ There is now one square mile of thoroughly cleared land in the
centre of which the new European Settlement is situated.

“ There are now three Europeans there, and they are sleeping in
tents and temporary shelters.
“ New bungalows are in course of erection.

(Sgd.) “G. C. WALKER. M.D., D.P.H.,
“ Junior Sanitary Oficer.”

The deceased lived in a bungalow close to a native village which ap}l;laan
to have been infested with mosquitoes, and he had not left the neighbourhood
for some weeks prior to his death.

There was no evidence of the disease having been introduced from outside
The case is interesting, from the point of view of the Endemic Theory.

A few remarks may not be out of place here on a point in conneetion with
the Yellow Fever in West Africa that 1s often brought up by lay residents and
must puzzle those unacquainted with the local conditions, viz. :—“ Why are these
outbreaks so limited; why don’t we get something in the nature of an epidemic
like, for instance, that of New Orleans in 1905.”

One would like to reply, that the cases are diagnosed promptly. Preventive
measures, such as evacuation of the infected area and isolation of contacts, are
at once put into force, and the campaign against the stegomyia mosquito has
done much to reduce the number of the definitive host. All these things
are true, and there can be no doubt that the promptitude with which the various
outhreaks of 1911 were suppressed was, in a large measure, due to them ; but
that is not all.

We ecannot pretend that prior to 1910 any of the above eonditions
obtained ;: the notification fear was universal ; infected areas were not
evacuated, nor were contacts isolated, and the stegomyia campaign had not
begun, yvet outbreaks occurred from time to time, but in no instance did one
a‘!uprm}uh in character the historical epidemics of the West Indies and South
America.

The explavation I submit is :—

(1) The comparatively small non-immune population,

(2) The fact that the non-immunes live in houses or bungalows
often widely separated from one another, and hence in West Africa
the disease is apt to attack the occupants of certain houses or
bungalows and is a house or bungalow disease, as contrasted with the
West Indies and South America, where, in times of epidemics, it affects
whole streets or districts.

All the cases amongst the non-immune, six in number, diagnosed during
the year ended fatally—a mortality rate of 100 per cent.

Such a death rate, compared with that obtaining in other parts of the
world, forces one to the logical deduction that, as far as the non-immunes are
concerned, only the fatal cases are diagnosed, possibly many mild cases go
untreated.
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TYPICAL RUINOUS HOUSES IN CAPE COAST,

Fig. 1. Ehnina Read,

Fig, 2. Acquaye Strect.  Note large portion of wall fallen in.

Figo 8 Corcmaginn Strect, Mote bottles and tins on roof,
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OLD TYPES.

Fig. 4. Old type swish Incinerator ; combustion very
incomplete ; rubbish put in and taken oot st ssme
opening ; all openings are air inlets or outbits
neconding to divection of wind,

Fig. 6. O type galvanized iron Dusthins.  Goabs, fowls, ete., got in and on and seatter
the rulsbizh ; not durnbde.  Pollic will not take troulile to olose Lil,

Fir. 8. Old type Latrine ; not duralde ; not drained.






NEW TYPES.

x Xy

Fi. 8. Concrete Dusthin, with conerete raking platform. Toolhigh for goats and fowls to
get in. (For plan see Appendix Q)

Fig. 9. Conerote squatting pan Latrine, Note wssage, drained, between male and femabs
sides.  Note openings throngh which pans removed.







Fig. 1L

Fig. 12,

Fig, 10, Lagoon el of new Beulah Lane main deain,

Water-worn road : Kawanupado Stroet,
in mededbe of romd,

Water-worn road @ Buckuan Avense

Note planks over natural dram
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