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As is usnally the case nearly all European officials suffered more or less
from Malarial fever, and in many cases attacks recurred very frequently.

The health of the Non-official European population was bad. No aceurate
statistics could be kept.

The health in different parts of the Colony varied to a considerable degree.
Cape Coast Castle maintained the evil reputation it has earned as being the
most unhealthy station.

The general health at the following stations was fairly good :—Ada,
Kwitta, Acera.

The general health at Kumasi was fairly good and Northern Territories
maoderately gool.

The health of the officers in the Eastern and Western Preventive services
was very bad ; one officer died, and four cases of Blackwater Fever occurred,
Patterson, Berkely, Vere Stead, Rafferty, all contracting this disease.

It is probable that the hardships and privations undergone in this service
impairs the physical condition of the officers. It is regrettable that no medical
officer was available for duty on either frontier.

A type of malarial fever characterised by hyperpyrexia was noticed at
some stations, and was of very fatal character, in some cases death was
preceded by a temperature of 110.

During the year a great influx of Europeans oceurred consequent on the
development of gold mining. The health of this community was very bad.
I t.hin}; this can be attributed in a large measure to the want of suitable
accommaodation and lack of good food. I have noticed at some stations that
Euoropeans have been compelled to accept quarters unsuited for European
occupation, and that the food on which E]lﬂ}' have subsisted is not of a
suitable nature for the requirements of the coast. In some cases Europeans
show a reckless disregard for the most ordinary precautions.

The health of the natives was very bad for the year, owing to a general
and severe outbreak of small pox, which raged with great violence at Acecra
and Axim, and in many villages throunghout the Colony. At Accra the t
of the disease was rarely severe, and fortunately deaths were not common. jﬁ
Axim the type of this disease was unusually severe, the confluent and
hiemorrhagic varieties being common and many deaths oceurring, everything
was done to check the spread of the epidemie, and towards the En& of the
the outbreak had diminighed all along the Coast. The natives displayed their
usual indifference to precautions against contagion, and consequently the
epidemic spread from place to place, searcely a village escaping infection.
Vaccination was carried out as energetically as [}DE::!LL]B at Acera, but the
ignorance and superstition of the natives at most other places proved an
obstacle to any really efficient results.

The lymph supplied for use on the coast was found to be very unsatis-
factory, successful results were only attained with lymph that had been only
a few days on the coast. There could be no doubt that the lymph became
inert after a few days exposure to the temperature of this climate.

I am pleased to say that not a single case of septic trouble originated
from the vacecination of some thousands of natives,

No infection of Euoropeans ocemrred in the Colony, but the steamshi
“ Volta,” on arriving in the first port in the Colony, was reported to be iut'ecteg
with small pox, and some of the European officers on hoard contracted this
dizease. All necessary precautions were taken in connection with the
outbreak. A medical officer and a sanitary officer were sent on board at
Accra to report on the matter, and take such measures as were deemed
NECESSAryY.
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SANITARY REPORT OF THE TOWN OF ACCRA
DURING 1901,

The control of the sanitation of Acera is vested in the Town Couneil and
iz conducted under the supervision of a Medical Officer of Health, one Chief
Sanitary Inspector with some three or four Assistant Sanitary Inspectors.
These latter have under their charge a variable number of scavengers whose
duty it is to cleanse streets, open spaces and latrines.

The general sanitation of the town is at present far from perfect, but the
following matters have received some attention,

The water supply of the town is derived partly from the rainfall and partly
from wells. The former source supplies all the European community and the
public tanks, while the wells contribute very largely to the native consumption.

During the dry season these wells gradually dry up and the water is

_rendered unfit for drinking purposes, but the saq;plj.' from the public tanks
generally suflices for the distribution of a limited quantity of water until the
next rainy season,

There are very many ponds, both small and large, in the vicinity, which are
used by the natives both for washing and drinking purposes, and these are
always in an insanitary condition.

uring the heavy storms of the rainy season there is always a fall of more
water than can be stored, and to prevent this standing in the streets a system
of open drains has been adopted by which the overflow has been conducted
from the main streets and market to either the sea or the lagoon.

The streets are swept by the scavengers under the :-ml;un'isiun of the
Assistant Sanitary Inspectors, the refuse is collected in carts and is carried away
by these for disposal in pits which have been dug for the purpose, both within
and without the town. The main streets are well gmchI(\] and easy to cleanse
by sweeping, but some of the smaller thoroughfares are very uneven with many
rough places which tend towards the colleetion of rubbish.

The question of the disposal of sewage must always be a difficult one in a
tropical town, and naturally in Accra the best and most practical method is the
dry earth system.

Baoth in the official bungalows and better class native houses the pans are
removed twice daily and the sewage is deposited in the sea. For more

1eral use there are 35 public latrines, 5 of these being beach latrines, 15 pit
atrines, and the others pan latrines, situate in varicus parts of the town, and
the pans from these are removed and the refuse therein deposited in pits dugin
the bush behind the town.

Regarding domestic sanitation there is little to be said, as although the
native is personally cleanly his habitation is almost invariably the abode for the
accumulated dust of ages. From this follows oceasional ontbreaks of Epidemic
diseaze—small-pox especially having been very prevalent in the past. During
the months July-November inclusive, of the year 1901, an epidemic of small-
an raged in Acera.  Disinfection was carried out by the burning of all rubbish,

edding and clothes found in the patient’s room, the washing of the room, all
its furniture and incombustible articles with 1-20 carbolic acid lotion ; and
wherever praetical, the closure of all outlets and apertures and disinfection by
the burning of sulphur. As the burning of old clothes, &ec., was carried out as
thoroughly as possible it is hoped that no further cases will arise from this
cause.

During the past year the roads of the town have, and are still being, much
improved. All rregularities are being reduced, and fresh gravel has been put
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