Report on the Medical and Sanitary Departments / Government of the Gold
Coast.

Contributors
Gold Coast. Medical Department.

Publication/Creation
Accra, Gold Coast : Government Press, [1920]

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/rfdwffy5

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/


































1 i | [ |
| i | ]
1 I | % i 1
] T |
nix i |
] | T 1
| | ikl
ol 0] ] L
1 CH ' .
1 1 | } |
1
| 218 1 bhi !
' TTCTE i | Nl
| ; : | L !
| 1 [ ]
WL T 0 | { |
i & Tl 4 =
i Luin} h | L i
& . |
iy i 7 i AT 1 | &
hianti 1 | i wit LI LICH










(13 )

neighbourhood for uito-breeding and for suspicious cases of fever ; concen-
of sanitary effort in locality such as scavenging, clearing, repair of tanks,
wells, ete., rigorous prosecution for offences against the * Destruction of
oes ( . investigation of all deaths oceurring in the affected area which
b registered on medical certificate.

—A case of this was diagnosed at Saltpond in January. Itseems to be rare

though the transmitting insects Stegomyia fasciata with its probable ally
are both common mosquitoes,

miasis.—Clearing of bush at frequented fords, wa tering places and around towns
routine, and cases coming to notice are isolated in fly-proof apartments. No
crease has come to light.

(2) IxreoTiovs axp Ermpemic Diseases,
' with the month of July a monthly return of Infectious Diseases is now
'. tion of :ihrﬂumhﬁq of State and Tnm:iuaion tah:h; :!s!inintr}- of Health.
graphic reports ellow Fever, Plague and Small-pox the following diseases are
above by mail monthly :—P1 . » Cholers, Yellow Fever, Small-pox, Typhus,
er, Dysentery, Cerebro-spinal Fever, Acute Poliomyelitis, Influenza, Pneumonis.

Fever.—This disease is not scheduled under the Infectious Diseases Ordinance.
the Medical Officer had ten cases under treatment during the year, with no deathe.
e fatal, oceurred in Acera, and one non-fatal case in a native was reported in

uent in the coast towns than can be ascertained from official
5. Reduction of flies and careful methods of sewage and refuse disposal with
water supplies are the means of prevention relied upon.

y and Diarrhoea are always prominent in the annual returns, but the majority
istered under these headings are not medically certified. In the larger towns the

drains and the activities of the house-fly are doubtless of importance in
ad. The means of prevention are similar to those for Enteric Fever.

o the nature of any sustained outbreak has to be recorded but in December there

& series of cases of diarrhoea with symptoms pointing to food poisoning which the

ascribed to consumption of unsound fish. Investigation did not

n this but the conditions of sale of fresh fish leave much to be desired,

‘respect of the storage of fish over-night by native vendorsinice-boxesin their

new market steps to discourage this practice will be taken, possibly by
ket ice-boxes and by bye-laws to ensure greater safety to the consumer.

Measles and Whooping Cough occurred in Christiansborg ; both diseases are
are not notified. was epidemic in both Accra and Christiansborg
pox epidemic, and 28 deaths were registered under this heading, all but two

‘under five years of age.

- iummmdhmuhtpmb;bly mhmmm&q;&mﬁhﬂﬁ
y detected by Sanitary . It is apt to linger in if no ed
a4 hj.mmhm;;?m war:isulntad mn]ﬂumg 47 convicts and
local prisons, and in Seccondee 48 were isolated. The importance of dis-
umy:gdbhnuﬂﬁmm:mamammﬁ with the Small-pox
concurrently with which an extensive outbreak of Faricells oceurred chiefly
o population. Extra provision of accommodation was made and there were
cases taxing the diagnostic powers and in some cases only completely

The year will be memorable on account of the severe epidemic of Small-pox
‘in Accra and district, causing much dislocation of routine work of the Depart-
usual interference with pursuits in many other directions as the result
atine and local restrictive measures. Dr. Selwyn-Clarke, the Medical Officer of Health,















’ T
[} 1 1 1
i
T (] |11} - ! L
] f; iTL
10lan 1] . . -
L ] 1
T t i !
(1 L} 1 ] | |
1 ALY | L= ' -
e
I ¥ ¥ 1o
: m af n i
\ | tlatec
) 1
| ! |
1 ¥ n of i
! . T }
e 1Lk + Tt
ar ViE 3 Y !
| Bl | 1 |
. - - el | |
L i O CLILAL L | !
~p A " L R0 ] |
Tith 3 h : W i " WET ¥ [ i i
g 1 4117 A F i I | 1Ay |










| 3 | | | § i
i | ] 1] 0 1M pTo '
14 | 1 \ T
[} X LT K] (] L'
[ir 1 B 1 1 i [
i1 ] | E =0T D
[ AT 3 ]
] 1 [ L lils) 8 LEol 10 ORder i
[ 1 ITHEF 3111 W1
| [} | 3 S ) [} =
i | Hi s 1 fuliy
= i el e i 1 Wl | 418 Eg
i i alilh s Treated | fLE gryecl
| 15T 11§ 1 m doubtinl orran
[l 0 | ol JLUTO | [l I
[ | ¥ sl {11 ] 1 ] {
] 10T A () ; ED 1
| i [
. ] [ T el Y ETE INENT o
. 2 1
DIecE O ) Bl | ; Vil COnRTINU -
i f e [ i L elnEe o ¥ i 1 Al 1 OO E
' | | L I T i
L ] ol 12 g | ] &k
1 i ) | 14 I L LT
) i | CHIT A ilE:
wit I ] ] i
i [N | 2! | i1l
Y : ENT 1 el 1 ifsl 1 L [l
1 1 1 T e o proy Li L
k 1=
T i | il



































































(43)
. (A)
INTRODUCTION.

the Laboratory at Acera was carried on throughout t

'W. 8. Macfie, the Pathologist, and Dr. A. I ugh 'I'h:?af:n'; waTsh :h?ulf

y from flu. 17th of May until the 4th of November, during which time he was

r. HL. F. Carter at the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, in the department
tead, in continuation of the investigation of the biting midges of the Gold

w and himself lthﬁll:ulﬁu t:muthﬂ pm;iuuulyi The latter sailed for

n ol g able to carry on the work with Mr.

_Jhu_‘n lumﬂ nhrt 'I-h-!hnp]md.na el i Mr. Carter, and

the Secretary of State approved of the ercation of a Medieal Research Depart-
Coast with a staff which should consist ultimately of a Director and six Pfthu-
o the end of the year none of the additional staff had been appointed and the
out assistance in the Laboratory. In December Dr.J. F. Corson was recom-
o t]mpalh of Pathologist, but owing to the fact that his appointment has not
y confirmed, and because of the shortage in the ranks of the medical staff, he has
to undertake duty in the Laboratory. In anticipation of his appoint-
ng his manifold other duties, Dr. Corson, however, eontrivedto devote
2 work, and made some interesting observations on clinical material
e Canton , the Prison, and the Asylum, of which he was in medical charge.
h:imm Laboratory Assistant, sailed from Liverpool on the 22nd
but did not the Gold Coast until the beginning of January. Mr. P. C.
did work throughout the year, discharging the duties of clerk and
nt; & Mr. E. E. Bannerman assisted in the examinations of samples of

|
T

o

1ce with the instructions of His Excellency, the Governor, the Annual Report
arch Department will be primarily a general survey of the work done in the
tories during the year. Scientific papers will not be includedin it: but
directs that when there is any special matter to publish it should be published
Government in pamphlet form. In this way it is hoped that in the course of
series of memoirs or bulletins may be published.

Report will therefore deal mainly with the routine work done at the Acera
hink, however, that I should not be interpreting the instructions of His Excel-
it in which they were given were 1 to restrict it too rigidly to the recording of the
ived and the examinations carried out. At the end of the Report theretore will
of notes on matters which it is hoped may be of interest, and some records
importance. It has not been considered advisable to limit these notes
done during the year 1920. Some records made in 1915, which for one
were not completed until the following year, and others which although
e carried on into 1921 are included, but none made later than the 31st March

f the Report will be found also a list of the papers published during the year
e Medical Research Department.
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becomes a thick, dark-coloured fluid resembling the dregs at the bottom of & coff
; b therefore serum should be sent a.n_d not whole blood ; it should be mﬁ&;‘a&i
of blood, a.ﬂar. clotting, with aseptic precautions, and sealed in a sterile

EXAMINATIONS OF FAECES,

ninations of fasces, most of which were carried out in cases of clinical d
revealed the presence of the usual parasites. The actual infections ﬁm
h:mth::llra mh&ha II), hn;;? ;T.lny instances only one particular infec-
- 20 Ave 0o ue @ ting as showi t
ites commonly met with at Accra. g s e of

IL.—INTESTINAL PARASITES FOUND IN THE ROUTINE
EXAMINATIONS OF SAMPLES OF FAECES.

l'.n.&uhnal pu'mtn - Europeans. | Africans.

TSR B S e
=

and dysentery were prevalent in both Europeans and Africans towards the end
is probable that infections due to bacilli of the typhoid and dysentery groups
on than is generally supposed, but as the subject is under investigation no
nt will be made at present.
LR T [
ype of intestinal troubls which is being investigated is the sprue-like diarrhoea
b times ‘among the natives, In these cases the faeces are heavily charged with
s ba to various species of the Genus Monilia. Several species of Monilia
1 isolated from such cases and will be deseribed later.  Whether these fungi
affaction is disputed ; their presence in vast numbers may be secondary,
nditions sttending the intestinal disorder favouring their growth and multiplica-
certainly aggravate the discomfort of the patient by the fermentation which

EXAMINATIONS OF URINE.

w of the samples of urine were from cases of vesical bilharziasis. During the year
e reports were received of the action of tartar emetic in the treatment of this
sduction of this treatment, which we owe to the researches of Christopherson,
iously considered well nigh incurable, marks another step in the advance
ne. Bilharziasis may not be the serious problem in the Gold Coast that it is
the disease is nevertheless prevalent in a somewhat mild form. As has been
the almost dramatic early uﬂI::r:a of the treatment are in a sense one of its dangers,
ppearance of the symptoms, especially the haematuria, the patient is apt to thi!-.]s:
and to neglect to attend for the further treatment that is necessary to rid him

semtly & number of observers have reported good results from the treatment of bilharz-
hemetin. This treatment has been tried in a few cases by Dr. Fraser and Dr. Corson

| & brief note on their results will be found on pages 55-56.



































































