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In 1787 Lemain (MacCarthy) Island was purchased by the British
government with a view to the establishment of a conviet settlement,
but uothing came of the plan, the convicts being eventually diverted
to other places.

For the next thirty years British influence in the Gambia was confined
to the operations of a number of individual traders. Settlements were
established by these traders along the river banks. Perhaps the most

. important of these was at Pisania (Karantaba). This settlement, which

was already in existence in 1779, was oceupied by a doctor named
Laidley and a family of the name of Ansley. Subsequently invalu-
ahle assistance was rendered by both Landle} and the Ansleys to
Major Hmlghtnu (1791), Muugn Park (1795 and 1805) and Major (:rrey
(1818) in the course of their journeys of exploration into the interior
of Africa.

In 1795 James Willis was appointed Consul General for Sene-

gambia and was ordered to proceed to Fattatenda to promote British

trade and influence in the upper regions of the Gambia and Niger.
For various reasons this expedition never sailed and it was left to

- Mungo Park under the auspices of the African Association, to make

—_—

T

his way from Karantaba to the upper reaches of the Niger.

At the close of the Napoleonic Wars the British were in possession
of St. Louis and Goree, but it was agreed as part of the terms of the
treaty of peace that these places should be returned to France. On the
recommendation of Sir Charles MacCarthy and in order to suppress
the very extensive trathc in slaves, which was being carried on by
American and Spanish vessels in the River Gambia, the British
Government issued instructions that James Island or some other

- suitable place in the river should he occupied as a military post.
~ Captain Alexander Grant of the African Corps was accordingly

e

despatched with some troops for the purpose. James Island was
reoccupied but owing to the ruinous state of the fort it was found to be
unsuitable as a military base. On April 23, 1816, Grant entered into a

- treaty with the King of Kombo for the cession of the island of Banjol

~ to the British Government. The island was renamed St. Mary’s Island

~ and the settlement, which was established there, was called Bathurst
after the then Secretary of State for the Colonies.

In 1821 the African Company was dissolved by Act of Parliament

- and the Gambia was placed under the jurisdiction of the government
' of Sierra Leone. The Gambia was administered from Sierra Leone

until 1843, when it was created a separate colony. This arrangement

~ continued until 1866 when the Gambia and Sierra Leone were once
~ Tore united under the same administration.

In the meantime the British Government extended its territorial
acquisitions beyond St. Mary’s Island by concluding treaties with a
number of native chiefs. In 1826 the north bank at the river’s
mouth was ceded to Great Britain by the King of Barra. In the
following year the King of Kombo made a similar cession of territory
on the south bank. In 1623 Major Grant acquired Lemain Island,
which was renamed MacCarthy Ijuland and was made into a settlement
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¢ 18 no organised animal industry in the Gambia, although it is
ted that there ave usually about 35,000 head of eattle in the
and Protectorate. As the (zambia consists mainly of a narrow
territory on either side of the rviver and much of the land
it to the river is more or less swampy and tsetse-ridden, the
n is to some extent analogous to that existing in larger Colonies
cattle are compelled, at certain seasons of the vear, to frequent
alleys in which, while grazing is good, casnalties from dizease
igst the herds are numerous. The extensive French territories
ounding the Gambia act as a cattle reservoir for the Colony.
ere is consequently a continual movement of eattle to and fro across
¢ border and the herds are owned by individuals on both sides of the
order. Az the border 18 some 600 miles in length the establishment
effective control over the graziers and the movement of animals
cticable. During 1935 some 1,667 head of cattle were reported
have died of rinderpest in the Gambia but it is impossible to say
¥ many of these were, in fact, animals which had recently crossed
@ border or were owned by natives in French territory. The owner-
iip of cattle in the Gambia does not appear to differ in kind from thas
‘obtains amongst other agricultural communities in West Africa.
is, strietly speaking, no communal ownership and most cattle ave
operty of individuals. The owner is, however, seldom the person
zes the herd and conversely the grazier seldom owns more than
head of cattle in the herd which he tends, but he is usnally given
lk and butter and a certain proportion of the calves born.  The
s in the South Bank Province are usaally Jolas, In the other
Provinces practically all the graziers are Fulas.
ving April and May of 1933 the Chief Veterinary Officer of
ia and the Veterinary Pathologist visited the country to investigate
tuation and outline a scheme to deal with rinderpest. At the
sion of their visit and as a result of their investigations an
nization scheme, extending over a period of five years at an esti-
cost of £6,448 was put forward. This scheme was sanctioned
2 Secretary of State and grants not exceeding one half of the
al cost are being made from the Colonial Development Fund.
The scheme was begun in November 1933 when a Veterinary
was seconded from the Nigerian Veterinary Department for the
November 1933 to May 1934, The Veterinary Pathologist
that country also paid a second visit in November and December
to ussist in the preliminary work.
October 1934, a Veterinary Officer was seconded again from
ia aud inoculations were carried out in the South Bank and
arthy Island Provinces. _
both November 1935 and November 1936, the Veterinary
oist was seconded from Nigeria and continued to inoculate
in MacCarthy Island Province and Upper River Province.
the cattle owners appreciate the value of immunization has
a0 shown by the many requests for inoculation from the adjoining
listricts where inoculations have not yet been undertaken.









The percentages of British and foreign imports, exclusive

were as follows:—
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Counbry. 1932, | 1033 | 1934 | 193,
% | - |

United Kingdom 51.02 | 50.34 | 4243 | 46.32

Britizsh Possessions 15.07 | 16.66 | 22.32 | 27.31

i:"m'eign Countries 33.91 | 33.00 35.2:':': 26.37

lﬂﬂ..[]l’.l 100,00 | 100.00 | 100.00

The following table shows the comparative average prices per

of the principal items of imports for the last five years:—

Article. 1932. 1933, 1934 1935.
£ 8 d|£ s d.|£ 8 d]f 8 d|E8E
Cement er ton |3 10, 103{2 11. 9|2 6. 0|2 2, 8|2 2
Coal ﬁer ton|2 8.114/212. 5 (114 8 |117. 6|1 I
Cotton Piece Goods
s .30 |0 0 410 0. 40 0. 440 0. 3/0.0
Cotton Yarn per1b. |0 1. 130 1. 430 1. 430 1. 530 L
Flour Wheaten i : i
75 per ewt, [0 12, 6}010. 1[0 8.10 {011, 1 0123
Kola Nuts per cwt. [110. 0 11 15. 3H1 1. 53 115. 6|1 1
Qils Edible pergall. [0 2. alﬂ 1.113/0 2. 330 2. THO 2
Rice perewt. [0 9. THO 7. 130 6, 1110 7. 940 T
Salt per ton. [113. 4§1111. 74112, 5|1 10. 841 &
Sugar per ewt, |017. 2 |0 17. 0} 0 16, ﬂzﬂ'li. 013
Ten per Ib. {0 1. 9 (0 1. 9|0 1. 840 1. THOWN
Exports.

The exports for the last five years including specie were as [ollows

Merchandise
Specie- ...

Total

1632, 1933, 1034, 1935.
X & 5 | £
406,894 | 515,208 | 401,849 | 392,724
199,620| — 53,900 | 103,980
606,514 | 515,208 | 455,749 | 496,704
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The following table shows the principal items of export to the British Empire
and foreign countries for the year 1936.

Groundnuts. Hides and Skins. I’alm Eer:m]s Besswax.,
Country. o

Tons. | Value. s, Value. 'T'unﬂ Tr n.iue. 1bs. Value,

- £ £ £ ]
United Kingdom ... | 9,029 79,582 | 51,199 | 731 | 415 3,171 32,573 909
British Possessions 12 iy Ao - s i - —
Belginm o (10,338 | 89,683 — —= == o e - —
Denmark . |111,174 | 104,887 e s 1k s U 7
France ... — — | 65,017 | 1,108 — — _ —_
Germany e | 5,210 49,680 | — — a1 1.687 == —
Holland ... . 12,652 | 101,229 = 2 — | - e -
Other Countries ... 239 2,129 P— o — | - = e
Totals " 4ﬂ,ﬁ:’:—11! 427,317 | 1,839 | 626 | 48358 (32,573 909

116,306

]

The percentages of Dritish and foreign exports, exclusive of specie,

were as follows :—

United Kingdom

British Possessions

Total British Empire

Belginm
Denmark
Germany
Holland :
Other Countries

Total Foreign Countries ... |

|
1932, | 1933. | 1934 | 1935. | 1936
- |
¥ L% o
a0.6a | 3406 | 1126 | 2367 | 19.50
0080 | 01.23 | 0L14 | 0054 | 00.35
- il e
"n;-au9|uuu 9491 | 19.85
06.51 | 00.04 | 05.75 | 21.24 | 20.14
—- | 03.02 | 06.33 | 19.51 23.54
00.92 | 0594 | 5000 | 1027 | 12.20
10.73 | 1559 | 2434 | 21.25 | 22.72
60.29 | 40.12 | 0L.09 | 03.52 | 0L.55
7845 | u1?1. 87.60 | 75.79 | 8015

The following table shows the comparative average priees per unit
of the principal items of export for the last five years :—

Groundnuts per ton (10,
Hides & Skins per b, 0.
Palm Kernels per ton |

Beeswax per lb.
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CHarTER XVI.—LAND AND SURVEY.

The Land and Survey Department carries out surveys of the
townships in the Protectorate where plots ae leased for trading
purposes.  Individual plots in the Protectorate and Bathurst are also-
surveyved when applied for and the necessary plans and deeds are
prepared.

Various other surveys are made as required by Government and
miscellaneons duties arve performed in regard to lands held under lease
from Government, the revision and preparatien of plans, valuations of
properties and the assessment of rates for the town of Bathurst, ete.

Girants and Leases of publie Jands in the Colony and Protectorate
are regulated by the terms of the Public Lands (Grants and
Dispositions} Ordinance No. 5 of 1902,

Freehold grants are now seldom made and then only in execeptional
circumstances.  The present practice is to grant leases either from
year to year or for periods not exceeding 21 years.

Plots at the various trading centres in the Protectorate or © Wharf
Towns ™ as they are called, where gronnd-nuts are collected for export,
are leased at a rental varying from £2 to £4 per 1,000 sqnare vards.
according to situation. The area of these plots 1s hmited in ordinary
circumstances to 6,000 square yards,

The whole of the town of Bathurst as now laid out has been granted
either in fee simple or under lease. Rents of plots leased by
Government in Bathurst vary from 10/- per 1,000 square feet for plots
in residential areas to £2 10 0 per 1,000 gquare feet for plots along
the river front leased for commercial purposes.

No concessions of lands for the exploration of minerals or other
purposes are in existence.

Rents pavable to Government on publie lanas and Wharf Licences.
in Bathurst and the Protectorate and rates on properties in Bathurst.
amounted to £5,881 for the year 1936, whilst £87 was received in
respect of survey fees, In 1935 the rents and rates amounted to-
£6,900 and the fees for surveys to £222, Expenditure was £1,885
in 1936 as compared with £1,708 in 1935,

Aetivities During 1936,

Surveys.

Plots were surveyed at varions wharf towns in the-
Protectorate and in Bathurst.

Numerous surveys were carvied out in Bathurst and
position of all ganitary sites surveyed.

Sites for 4 new bungalows at Cape St. Mary on the Fajarra
Estate were surveyed; compounds for 15 new bungalows were laid out.

The following surveys of wharf towns were revised :—
Jowara, Balangar, Kosema, Diabugu, Bansang, Kau-ur,
Jisadi and Koina.

The towns of Bwiam and Bara were surveyed.



























