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Cuaarrer XIII. Jusrtrice axp PoLice,

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.

The Courts in the Colony are the Supreme Court, the Conrt of
Requests, the Bathurst Police Court and the Mohammedan Court,

The Mohammedan Cowrt was established in 1895, It is presided
-over by a Cadi. It has jurisdiction in matters exclusively affecting
Mohammedan natives and relating to civil status, marriage, suceession,
~donations, testaments and guardianship. In practice, its work is
-mainly confined to divoree and dowry among the Mohammedans, The
proceedings are conducted in Mandingo or Jolloff but a summarised
record is made in Avabic. Appeal lies to the Supreme Court.,

The Police Court is nsually presided over by the Police Magistrate,
His jurisdiction extends to the summary trial of all offences not assigned
to the Supreme Court and he may also hear and determine snmmarily
thefts and cognate ofiences where the value of the property does not
exeeed £20 and the accused will be adequately punished by imprison-
ment not exceeding six months.  Assanlts and wounding and infliction
—of bodily harm, not amounting to felony, may also be deall with
summarily and a like imprisonment imposed. A further extension of
summary jurisdiction of the Police Magistrate is given by the Imperial
Acts Adeption Ordinance 1931 (No. 2 of 1931) which adopted inter
alia the Criminal Justice Act 1925,

Thie Court may also be presided over bv two or more Justices of
the Peace. Several Europeans and African both Christians and
Mehammedans, ave on the list of Justices of the Peace. Tiwir
Jurisdiction with respect to the thefts and cognate offinces mentioned
above i1s limited to cases where the value of the property does not
exceed £5 and they have no jurisdietion in cases of ageravated assaults.

The Justices generally sit in the absence of the Police Magistrate -
on leave orin case of sickness.  An appeal lies by way of case stated
from the Police Court to the Supreme Court.

The Court of Reguests is a civil conrt having jurisdiction in alp
clain s up to £50, except malicious prosecution, libel, slander, eriminads
conversation, seduction, and breach of promise of marringe, The-
«conrt may be constituted by the Police Magistrate or by two Com-
migsioners. The procedure is summary and the general object of the
~eourt is the collection of =mall debts speedily and cheaply, An appead
lies to the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court is a superior Court of Record and has analogous
Jurisdiction to that of the High Conrt of Justice in England, It is
constituted by one Judge.  In addition to recciving appeals fiom the-
subordinate courts, the Judge reviews, under the Summary Review
“Ordinance, all criminal cases tried by these courts in the Colony and
the Protectorate. The Judge is also empowered to carry out the
«duties of the Police Magistrate if necessity arises,

T'he “Colonial Courts i.e. the Supreme Court, the Police Court, the-
Court of Requests and the Mohammedan Court have jurisdiction im
the Protectorate as well as in the Colony. The Protectorate Courts
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