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Without health, wisdom is darkened,
art eeclipsed, strength disabled, riches
worthless, and reason impotent.

Herophilus.

The health of the people is really the
foundation upon which all their happiness
and all their powers as a state depend.
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To His Worship the Mayor and Councillors
of the City of Gibraltar.

Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you my Annual Repori
on the Health of Gibraltar for the year 1959.

Though a severe epidemic of Measles together with mi-
nor outbreaks of Mumps and Whooping-Cough provided the
highest incidemnce of the infeetious diseases for the past fifteen
vears, the City has been free from the major epidemie dis-
eases and the general health of the community may be consi-
dered to have been satisfactory throughout the year.

The prominent feature in the statistical field is the marked
fall in infant deaths. Four children died before attaining
the age of one year which represents an infant mortality of
10.81 per thousand live births and constitutes the lowest -
fant mortality rate ever recorded in the public health annals
of Gibraltar,

It is well at this stage to view this development in the
light of the past as depicted in the graph included in this
Report which is based on the records for the past forty years.
li shows that the average mortality for the quinquennium
1920-24 was 106.9 per thousand and that whilst there was
some improvement during the following fifteen years, the
average for the period 1935-39, verging on the onset of the
second world war, was still 70.3 per thousand. The first
substantial improvement oecurred during the years 1945-1949
immediately following the repatriation of the population,
when there oeceurred a dramatie fall in the loss of infant life,
the average mortality recorded for that period being 36 per
thousand. Since then with but for small fluctuations there
has been a progressive deeline during the past decennium to
attain in the years 1955-59 the low average level of 17.05
per thousand. In other words, whereas forty years ago, 106
out of every 1,000 children born would not have been expected
to survive one year and fifteen years later the eorresponding
ficure was still as high as 70, on an average only 17 infants
out of every thousand have died in early life during the past
five years.

Though the influence of the decline in the virulence of
the majority of the common infectious diseases and the pro-
cress made in the medical treatment of these and of gastro-
enteritis which have been the great killers of infants in the
past must be taken into consideration, the rapid strides which
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notwithstanding great difficulties have heen made in the pro-
vision of modern sanitary dwellings, the promotion of social
welfare and the advancement of the preventive and curative
medical services for the community since the repatriation of
the population, may be regarded as the prineipal faetors
which have contributed to this achievement.

Notwitstanding that the hirth rate, 15.37, proved the
lowest sinee 1945, hirths outnumbered deaths by one hund-
red and seventy-four.

One hundred and ninetyv-six persons died during the year,
whieh represents a death rate of 8.14 per thousand. These
ficures are identieal to those recorded the previous year and
maintain the low death rate estahlished since the repatriation
of the population.

Over sixty per cent of these deaths eoncerned persons
over 65 years of age and were caused by diseases of the heart
and eireulation and by malignant fumonrs,

There was no signifieant change from the preceding year
in the number of deaths caused hy malignant tumours which
provided the second highest cause of mortality, cancer of
the lung in males again predominating as in past years.

It has now been established beyond reasonable doubt on
statistieal evidenee that due to the presenee of earcinogens
in tobaeeo smoke, the smoking of tobaeeo partieularly in the
form of cigarettes is an important predisposing factor in the
causation of lung eancer. Enough has been published in
medical and lay journals to make the public aware of the
danger entailed in indulging in this habit, but hecause of its
being a long established social eustom and because the detri-
mental effects are not immediately evident, the consumption
of cigarettes continues unabated, in faet, in some places it
appears to have increased. Whether the pleasure and solace
derived from smoking ecompensate for the risk of eventually
developing a serious, perhaps mortal disease. is purely a
matter for eaeh individual conseience, but everything possi-
ble should be done to discourage young people by edueation
and persuasion during their sechool years from econtraeting a
hahit expensive to maintain and which must be considered
a potential source of danger to health and life in the future.

Pulmonary Tuberculosis only caused one death, but
there was an imcrease in the incidenee compared with 1958
which indicates that though modern treatment has virtually
deprived the disease of its terror as a cause of death, it is
still a force to be reckoned with as a source of morbidity ana
disablement whiech eannot be regarded with complaceney,
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Though an unprecedented rise in the incidence of the
common infeetious diseases was caused by an epidemie of
Measles and to a lesser extent by an outbreak of Mumps,
the one disquieting feature is the increase in the number of
cases of Diphtheria which though admittedly small must be
viewed with coneern vis-d-vis the insignificant number ol
children who are being immunized against the disease and
whiech may well signify that coming events east their sha-
dows before them. I therefore make no apologies for again
urging parents to avail themselves of the faeilities which are
at their disposal for the proteetion of their children against
this treacherous disease.

Paralytic Poliomyelitis formerly known as Infantile Para-
lysis has fortunately been and remains up to the present coum-
paratively unecommon in Gibraltar, but there is no guarantee
that it will continue so, in faet, there are examples of other
communities who have similarly enjoyed sueh freedom from
this disease for generations which have for no aeccountable
reason experienced visitations in epidemie form. In eon-
trast with other infectious diseases the inecidence of Para-
Ivtic Poliomyelitis appears to imerease and not infrequently
assume epidemie proportions pari passua with the rise in
standards of living and hygiene, and it has frequently been
observed that as the infantile mortality falls in a eommunity
the ineidenee of this enigmatie disease rises,

These considerations together with an increase in its pre-
valence reported in the neighbourhood with which our eom-
munity is in intimate contaet have led to the organization of
a scheme for the free preventive inoculation of all children,
expectant mothers and personnel of the medical serviees who
may be exposed to infection. Vaeeinations were started to-
wards the end of the year, and it is gratifying to note that
the acceptance rate has been considerable,

Housing still eontinues to be the most thorny problem fa-
cing the community. The past two years have seen the dis-
appearance of a substantial proportion of nissen huts which
were long past their useful lives even as temporary aecom-
modation, and their replacement by bloeks of modern flats,
but notwithstanding the feverish rate of construetion which
has been going on for the past ten years there are still 1,212
families in the waiting list for accommodation. This figure
under-estimates the real need for there are others who are
living in old type insanitary houses which were it not for
the eritieal position should be unhesitatingly eondemned as
unfit for human habitation.

_The striving for priority in the waiting list and the multi-
plicity of reasons submitted for the purpose which have to be
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sifted by those concerned with housing have to he seen to be
believed, whilst the bewildering number of medical certificates
tendered to obtain extra points often presents a problem
when alloeating available houses in judging between the needs
of those who are well but whose health may suffer beecause of
their unsatisfactory accommodation, and those who are al-
ready sick which would tax the wisdom of Solomon and the
patience of Job.

However, considering the leeway which had to be made
up much has been achieved in providing houses, and it is envi-
saged that in the not too distant future all nissen huts and
other temporary dwellings will disappear thus eliminating
unhygienic and offensive slums, but whether this will mean
the end of overerowding with a slowly but progressively
inereasing population and limited living space is a matter for
conjecture,

Pollution of the atmosphere by smokes and gases is a
subject that has come much to the fore in recent times, and
in this respect, though our City is spared the perpetual blank-
eting by a smoke eloud which affliets others, it is not without
its minor troubles. Owing to the configuration of the Rock
and the sloping character of a considerable proportion of
available building sites, dwellings are of necessity erected on
a stepped plan which together with the close knit pattern,
the narrowness of our streets and the intermingling of work-
shops, bakeries and other such industrial premises with do-
mestie dwellings not infrequently eause limited smoke nuis-
ances which present problems most difficult to solve. Deflee-
tion of chimneys is seldom effective because Peter is often
freed only to tax Paul. The demarcation of an industrial
area would be the answer were the land available, but one
distriet which has been reserved for such purposes is already
being eneroached upon considerably by domestic dwellings.
Short of the use of electricity for all purposes whether do-
mestie or industrial, an alluring hope which for economic
reasons can at present only loom dim in the distant future,
enforcement of the use of smokeless fuel provided it is avail-
able at a reasonable cost, would appear to be the one practi-
eal means of mitigating most nuisances.

Closely allied to this subjeet is the emanation of exhaust
fumes from motor cars. The fantastic inerease in the num-
ber of motor driven vehicles in the past few years has pro-
gressively inereased the plight of pedestrians.  Acecidents
are unlike in other places fortunately rare for the simple rea-
son that even the most irresponsible will hesitate to speed up
in our congested narrow streets, but the exhaust fumes, par-
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ticularly those from diesel oil driven lorries and buses at
times vitiate the air rendering it, to say the least, irritating
and obnoxious.  Adequate maintenance of engines which
should be strietly enforced would go far towards eliminating
these nuisances, otherwise we can only be erateful to our
mueh maligned levanter winds which periodically sweep our
strects clear of all offensive emanations.

The Department has to deplore the death early in the
vear of Mr. Paul Vella, an able sanitarian of the old school
and a loyal servant of the Couneil for thirty-four years, the
last nine as Chief Publie Health Inspeetor,  ile is sueceeded
tc this post by Mr. Joseph Suarez. Mr. Hubert (‘actano re-
turned from the United Kingdom having obtained the Driplo-
ma for Publie Health Inspectors Overseas of the Royal So-
eiety of Health, and in aceordamee with the Couneil’s seheme
for the training of Inspectors, two students are pursuing the
necessary studies at the Royal Technical College. Salford, for
the same purpose.

I avail myself of this opportunity to thank all membe:
of the Couneil for their conrtesy and unfailing support, also my
staff for their loyalty and willing help, and my colleagues in
other departments for their valuable eo-operation,

I have the honour to he,
Gentlemen,

Your ohedient servant,

J. A. DURANTE,
Medical Officer of Health

Publie Health Department,
City Hall,

(iibraltar.
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CITY COUNCIL OF GIBRALTAR

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Summary of Vital Statistics for the year 1959

Total area of Gibraltar Territory .................. 1,387 acres
Lo U |, S RPN . [ o
Estimated Total Civil Population of Gibraltar 25,721 persons
Estimated Iixed Civil Population of Gibraltar 24,063 persons
*Births in Fixed Civil Population,

Males — S o2

Females —— 158 .| 870

Birth Rate per 1,000 Fixed Civil Population 15.37
Birth Rate per 1,000 Total Civil Population ... 15.16
*Deaths in Fixed Civil Population ............... 196
Death Rate per 1,000 Fixed Civil Population... 8.14
Crude Death Rate per 1,000 Total Civil
Population ... 8.63
Infantile Mortality Rate Fixed Civil Population 10.81
Death Rate from Pulmonary Tuberculosis ...... 0.04

* Vide Note on Page 13.
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS FOR THE
YEAR 1959

~ The following weather summary and tables have been
kindly supplied by the Air Ministry’s Meteorologist in Gib-
raltar.

The total rainfsll amounted to 32.60 inches as compared
with the present day mean of 29.85 inches. It is interesting
to note that 62% of the year’s fall was eoncentrated not in
the winter period but in January, May and October, those
being the only months to exceed their average quota. Sun-
shine proved disappointing averaging only 7.35 hours daily
which is easily the lowest recorded at North Front. The main
deficieney oecurred in the first quarter but apart from June
the summer was dull. The overall average temperature of
64.7°F is exactly the same as for 1958 and is less than 1°F
below the Gibraltar mean. The tendency was for a less
extreme range of temperatures with the average day maxim-
um neing slichtly lower and the average night minimum
slightly higher. The wear’s average humidity of 75% is
just normal. Mareh proved the most humid month.
Westerly winds slichtly dominated the Basterly in the pro-
portion of 57% to 43%. December again proved almost free
of Levanter, but during February and again in the summer
period June to August the Levanter was conspicuous. Gales
oeeurred in February, October, November and December.
Fehruary was the windiest month but the highest winds were
11;&13(]1'-:’!&& on the night of the 30th November and 1st Deeem-

e

January. Featured the heaviest and most concentrated
period of rain in Gibraltar history when in a 21-hour period
extending over the 30th and 31st a total of 11} inches was
recorded. The skies literally opened in the early hours of
the 31st and there was extensive flooding in the lower levels
of the Town. A violent electrieal storm oceurred on the 26th.
ft was relatively warm but generally eloudy and sunshine was
markedly below average.

February. A dull, dry and windy month. Easterly winds
blew eontinuously from the 9th to the 25th and reached gale
force on conseeutive days from the 13th to the 19th. The
total sunshine amounted to mo more than 100 hours which is
easily the lowest recorded in any February at North Front.
The daytime temperatures were approximately 31°F below
avIe&'agE and over the past 13 yvears only 1956 has proved
colger,



March. A bracing month with the weather mueh akin
to a good English spring. The total rainfall of 2.09 inches
was well below the average but was spread over 15 rain days.
There was a deficiency in the total sunshine but only two days
were completely overeast and from the 27th to the 31st there
was an unbroken spell of warm sunshine, Temperatures
however over the whole month were well below average.

April. The best month of the year being dry and with
abundanee of warm sunshine. Rain fell on only 4 days and
yielded a total of less than half an inch. A magnificent spell
of fine weather persisted from the 17th to the 25th. The
t?li:.!i sunshine was nearly 30 hours over the wusual April
yield.

May. A dull and very wet month with excessive eloud
amounts and unusually high rainfall for the time of the year.
Easily the worst May on record at North Front. The total
sunshine fell below normal by nearly 60 hours. The month
of May in both 1958 and 1952 were relatively wet; 1959 with
a total fall of 3.02 inches exceeded them both and more than
trebled the average yield. Temperatures were also down and
never onee reached B0°F.

June. A very average month which followed the accus-
tomed pattern in almost every respect. Little or no rain, over
L1 hours sunshine a day and a reasonable average tempera-
ture of 70°F. The maximum thermometer registered 91°F
on the 28th whieh has been twiee equalled but not exeeeded
at North Front. On the night of the 28th/29th the thermo-
meter never fell below 75°F. Sea temperatures around loeal
beaches rose to 67°F.

July. Another dull and rather ¢ool month with a rather
high frequeney of Levant winds and the lowest sunshine
figures recorded at North Front since records began in 1936.
The total amount was only just over 300 hours and nearly
20 hours less than the average. The rainfall was negligible
but humidities relatively high. Sea fogs were fairly fre-
quently reported in loeal waters and a thunderstorm oeeurred
on the 13th. Temperatures generally were slightly below
average with a highest for the month of 91°F. There was a
continuous spell of Levant for the first 13 days.

August. Also was relatively cool with an average day
maximum temperature of fractionally over 80°F which is the
lowest for the past 14 years. At no time did the thermo-
meter register 90°F or over which is unusual. There was
little or no rain and an excess of easterly winds with a notice-

2



ably dull spell from the 25th to the 29th. Sunshine figures
fell below average hut sea temperatures remajined rather
high. There were a large number of sea fogs reported.

September. An average month with no outstanding
features. Local thunderstorms often threatened but pro-
duced practically no rainfall, Temperature and sunshine
figures eonformed to normal averages with the days rela-
tively cooler and the nights warmer than usual. Westerly
winds were refreshingly frequent bhut produced a marked
drop in the sea temperatures.

October. A pleasantly bracing month after the dull
summer. There was abundant rainfall for the time of the
year 3.91 inches but it fell on only 5 days of the month and
80% of it was coneentrated in the early hours of the 25th
when Gibraltar experienced an unusually heavy and pro-
longed thunderstorm marked by one of the most vivid dis-
plays of almost continuous lightning in memory. Excessive
clond amounts on the 2nd ruined good viewing of the solar
eclipse. Temperatures were equable and sunshine slightly
defieient.

November. A month of marked contrasts, bricht warm
sunshine in its early days and a howling gale with driving
rain in its final hours. The total rainfall of 4.61 inches was
barely adequate and was spread over 13 rain days. The
daily sunshine average amounted to 5.2 hours. Winds were
mainly westerly and generally moderate in speed until the
last day when they gradually inereased to an average of
Foree 10 with gusts of hurricane force which reached a max-
imum of 79 kt.

December. As the gale in the early hours of the first
died out the weather improved steadily and for the remainder
of the month conditions were ideal with erisp eool mornings,
warm afternoons and an abundanee of sunshine. Total
rainfall amounted to only 1.79 inches or approximately one
third of a December average. There were 176 hours of hright
sunshine, a figure which has only twiece been exceeded. Over-
all temperatures were slichtly below averace. FEasterly
winds were almost non-existent,

Summary. A poor year with temperatures slightly be-
low average, an adequate rainfall and a markedly below aver-
age yield of sunshine. Noteworthy for the torrential rain-
fall in late January, the extraordinary eleetriec storm in Octo-
ber and the gale at the end of November and beginning of
December. April and December were the most delichtful
months and February and May the most disappointing.

3
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VITAL STATISTICS

These statistics are based on the estimated civil popu-
lation of Gibraltar as shown in the Police Registration Office.
They doinot inelude personnel of Her Majesty’s Armed Forees
and unless otherwise stated, they do not relate to their fami-
lies, or to non-resident aliens.

The eivil population at the end of the year under review
was constituted as follows :—

Adults Children
Men Women = Male Female e
Gibraltarians ...6,057 7,455 2,629 2,438=18,579 ) British
Other British ...1,012 1,989 1,301 1,182= 5484 | 5"‘;}};‘}‘;’&%
Aliens ..., TO4 040 7 7= "1.658
Totals ceerennes T, TT3 10,384 3,037 3,627= 95,791

Compared with the preceding year these figures repre-
sent a deerease of 14 in the British Fixed Population accoun-
ted for by an inecrease of 36 in GibraJtarians and a decrcase
of 50 in Other British Subjeects.

The Gibraltarian population shows a decrease of 91
adults (52 men and 39 women) and an inerease of 127 in
the number of children (71 males and 56 females) compared
with 1958 when there was a decrease of 85 adults and an
increase of 171 children.

The number of aliens increased by 98 resulting in a ve-
neral inerease of 84 in the Total Population. The corres-
ponding figure for 1958 was 234,




The alterations in population sinee 1930 are shown below:

British Alien

How Estimated Subjects Subjects Total
Fixed Floating Population
Population  Populatioa

Police Estimate end of 1930 15,526 922 16,448
Census April 1931 16,188 1,425 17,613
Police Estimate end of 1932 15,143 1,466 16,609
13 % s 5 1933 15,071 1,326 16,397
& 5 o s 1934 14,790 1,067 15,847
g - »w 1 1930 18,735 1,130 16,865
& 5 o 5 1936 16,875 2,319 19,194
= a o 2 1937 16,192 2,749 19,541
1 = s 3 1938 17,222 3,017 20,239

” ” - 1 1939 18,125 2,315 20,440

1940 to 1944 civil population evacuated during war years:

Police Estimate end of 1945 17,448 1,784 19,232
" " n o 1946 19,269 1,964 21,233
& i w3 1947 20,316 2,216 22,532
o 7 ;s 5 1948 21,472 2,228 23,700
L . o 1949 22,208 2,377 24,585

. - s 1950 22470 2,416 24,886
Census July 1951 19,739 1,361 21,100
Police Estimate end of 1952 22,176 2,297 24,473

o 5 s 5 1993 22,629 2,107 24,736
i s » p 1954 23,044 1,877 24,921
= i . s 1955 23,091 1,738 24 829
= " s 3y 1956 23,443 1,621 25,064
= & w s 1907 o 28,783 1,620 25,403
” i » s 19958 24,077 1,260 25,637
e 1 1959 24,063 1,658 25,721
*Deaths

One hundred and ninety-six deaths, ninety-four males
and one hundred and two females were registered as having
oceurred in the resident British civil population during the
year which represents a death rate of 8.14 per thousand.
Though the ratio of males to females showed a small varia-
tion, the total number of deaths and the death rate were iden-
tical to those for 1958. With the exeeption of the year 1947,
these death rates are the lowest recorded sinee the repatria-
tion of the population in 1945.

In addition twenty-six deaths occurred amongst non-resi-
dent aliens providing a total of two hundred and twenty-iwo
deaths or 8.63 per tﬁnusand total population.

*Vide Note on Page 13.



One hundred and thirty-three or 67.8 per cent of ail
deaths concerned persons over 65 years of age, a considerable
number being octogenarians. The age group 55 to 64 years
contributed 36 deaths. Only one death oceurred amongst
children between 1 and 14 years of age.

Thus one hundred and sixty-nine deaths amounting to
86.2 per cent of the total number of deaths oceurred in per-
sons fifty-five years of age or older and were attributed prin-
cipally to cardio-vascular diseases, vaseular lesions affecting
the central nervous system and malignant neoplasms.

The principal causes of deaths were :—

Cardio-vascular diseases .................coco... 65 (61)
Vaseular lesions affecting the eentral

NEXVONY BYBLONL ...iviiuisuninsiaiissssinsses ST [ 28)
Malignant neoplasms ..............ccceeeeeees 29 (30)
Diseases of the respiratory organs ......... 20 (16)

(exeluding neoplasms)

Diabetes Mellitus . - L | )
T R S O L L T
(Figures in brackets are for 1958)

Pulmonary Tuberculosis caused only one death.

The pattern of distribution of the prineipal causes of
death was the same as in 1958.

Cardio-vaseular diseases together with vaseular lesions
affecting the central nervous system contributed a total of one
hundred and two or 52 per eent of all deaths. Diseases of
the coronary arteries predominated as in the preceding year.

There was only one death from these diseases in persons
under 45 years of age.

Malignant neoplasms proved the second highest cause of
mortality eontributing twenty-nine or 14.7 per cent of all
deaths., With four exeeptions the persons concerned were
elderly subjects over 55 years of age.

The respiratory organs showed the highest inecidence,
nine persons dying from cancer of the lung and two from
caneer of the larynx whieh provided eleven or 37.9 per eent
of all ecancer deaths. All were males, four between 45 and
64 years of age and seven 65 years or older. The corres-
ponding figures for 1958 were 6 and 20 per cent.

Malignant neoplasms of the stomaeh eontributed six
deaths representing the second highest incidenee in deaths
from ecanecer.



Deaths from Malignant Neoplasms — period 1947-59

Year 1047 | 1945 | 1640 | 1u50 § 1051 | 19562 | 10855 | 1954 | 1856 | 1066 | 1067 | 1965 | 1949

Deaths | 268 28 25 32 52 36 a9 15 3 28 33 30 28

There were no maternal deaths.

Deaths by Months and Quarters

JANUBLY  iovscossnnnrrsnnse 16 SIRLY ooy R iea n s S A
FoDIMALY +ecassersnsssssns S A TEHBEE isnres s sonssnass gl
Marvh orer Sy ey v i BeptefBheT: . ociiwiss sned S0

1st Qr. 66 3rd Qr. ...... 48
72 1| T R 23 Octobelt: .ai..osmssrinsunis 10
May ok s dmjniy w00 TR November ............... 19
T T L A L 5 N, 14 December ............... 23

and Qr. ...... 2T dth Qs (1 ol

e —

Ineluded twenty-six deaths from cases landed from the
Bay or brought into Town for treatment.

*Births

Three hundred and seventy children, two hundred and
twelve males and one hundred and fifty-eight females were re-
vistered as having been born from the civil population in 1959
providing a birth rate of 15.37 per thousand fixed British
civil population which represents a small decrease compared
with the preceding year when the corresponding figures werc
383 and 15.90 and constitutes the lowest bhirth rate recorded
since 1945. Notwithstanding this, births outnumbered
deaths by one hundred and seventy-four. In addition there
were twenty births to non-resident aliens constituting a total
of three hundred and ninety or 15.16 per thousand total civil
population.

The distribution of births between hospitals, private prac-
titioners and midwives was as follows . —

Colonial EHaspital ) =i sassssemsescnngs PAET
Military Hoapital - iscasavessiisssvissbvsisgs 24
Private Practitione® ........cccooocvnviinies 4
IR oo o ohi e iy s i i v sl 15

*Vide Note on Page 13.
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The preference for confinement in hospital which has
been a feature sinee the repatriation of the population con-
tinued.

Still Births

_Still births registered during the year numbered six
which amounts to 15.1 per thousand total live and still births.
The corresponding figures for 1958 were 5 and 12.2.

Though subjeet to eonsiderable fluetuations, an average
of approximately eight such births have been registered an-
nually sinee 1950 when the statutory registration of hirths
was first enforeed.

lllegitimate Births

Five illegitimate births were registered during the year
amounting to 1.3 per eent of all births. These are the low-
est ficures recorded since 1948,

lllegitimate Births period 1948-59

Yoar 1948 § 1849 | 1050 | 1951 | 1952 | 1068 | 1964 | 1956 | 1956 | 1057 | 1953 | 1950

Number 10 15 13 17 13 12 8 11 11 14 i 5

Rate per

cent of 200 500 | 500 | 420 | BB | 305 ) 19 zE| 27| 348 ] 24] LB
all births

*Infant Mortality

Four infants died before attaining the age of one year
which constitutes an infant mortality rate of 10.81. So far
as can be ascertained from statistical data available in the
Publie Health Department, this eonstitutes the lowest infant
mortality rate ever recorded in Gibraltar,

All the infants concerned died within the first week from
birth and their deaths were attributed to prematurity, atelec-
tasis, non-viability at birth and intra.eranial injury sustained
during delivery. The neo-natal mortality rate proved there-
fore the same as the infant mortality rate.

These deaths together with the six still hirths noted
above represent a perinatal mortality of 25.25 per thousand
total live and still births.

Perinatal mortality is a term used to deseribe still hirths
and deaths oecurring during the first week of life, and is a
measure of the loss of life due to eircumstances before and
during pregnaney and events during labour and delivery.

*Vide Note on Page 13.

11



Ages and Causes of Infant Deaths during 1959 were as

follows .—

CAUSE OF DEATH

Under 1 wesk

1-2 weaks

2.8 wecks

34 weeks

Total under
4 weeks

1-§ months

3-8 months

-9 months
#12 monthe

oné YFear

Total under

(a) Intra cranial
mjury

(b) Difficult forceps

delivery.

i

Non-viable birth ...

Prematurity

Atelectasiz  .........

rmrrﬂlfs (EE L RS R '.l

PERINATAL MORTALITY PERIOD 1950.9

[T+ SO R PN 1950

1951

1952

18563

1854

1855

1956

1957

1958

1959

Combined still

births & deaths]
under 1 week—
numbers ....... 11

19

19

14

16

10

10

Perinatal morta-

lity per thous-
and total births] 30.2

47.0

48.3

36.2

20.5

42.21

24.44

25.25

Mortality under

1l year per
thousand live
hirthe .......... 98.16

31

41.656

25.44

18.76

13.056

24.39

18.27

10.81
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INFANTILE MORTALITY AND NEONATAL DEATH
RATES FOR THE PERIOD 1945.-59

Infantile Neonatal
Mortality Mortality
BRED i i s e e it RN 16.4
17 TR e n SR L 9.7
" b PR R SN RO 34.1
1 R L ] 13.5
LD 8. R B 24,2
111177 | S — 8.4
U e oot | 12.9
B i, BiEn 36.36
g e e NN | | 22.9
BOBAE oo . s vin s B0 e ey D 23.19
| 31 R A | 5.36
115 S T R O, 10.44
L T ~ WSO 21.68
15 L R e N | | (- | 13.05
i e e O e e e | 10.81

NOTE:—

One hundred and sixty births and nine deaths (ineluding
four infants) which oceurred among seetions of the popula-
tion with which these statistics are not econeerned are not
included in the above data.

The total number of births and deaths which oecurred
during the year 1959 and the corresponding crude rates were
therefore as follows:—

Births............5560 or 21.38 per thousand total population.
Deaths............ 231 or 8.98 per thousand total population.

Deaths in infants under one year......8 or 14.54 per thousand
total live hirths.
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MATERNITY, CHILD WELFARE AND SCHOOL
MEDICAL SERVICES

, The Colonial Government are responsible for these ser-
vices which are operated under the administrative direction
of the Chief Medical Officer who is also the Superintendent
of the Colonial Hospital. This arrangement ensures a high
degree of integration of the preventive amd curative organiz-
ations eoncerned.

1 am indebted to Dr. J. A. Cochrane, Chief Medieal Ofii-
cer, for the following information regarding the progress ol
these services during 1959 —

Maternity Service

Antednatal clinies were held at the Colonial ilospital
twice weekly. Attendance was very good. Again the majo-
rity of mothers continued to be delivered in the Colonial Hos-
pital. A few cases were delivered in their homes by private
doctors or registered midwives,

_ There were five locally registered midwives engaged in
private practice during the year.

The average stay in hospital was 6 days.

Summary of the work of the Maternity Department

Deliveries:
T A T [
T . . e | Lk
354
Al S R . e W SR
Premature Births 1 AN F T P 1 TEL
Casgarian Sections .......ceeeveersrsssssress 12
DOXACIEARE  vounntl il o bR DUl o ol B
o IR T TR ——— CORp— T T 5
Mleaanataldeatle .......c.oinaiinsciing &
Miaternal Death  .......ccociisssisssnnsssssnoil

Paediatric Service
Sick children are now seen in the general medieal elinie

but there is now a referred elinic for children run by the
Paediatriecian. Attendance at this elinic was 282

Child Welfare

Clinies were held regularly throughout the vear at three
Centres situated in the North, Centre and South of the town.

15



Towards the middle of the year, however, the South Centre
was elosed owing to a deerease in the mumber of mothers
attending as they preferred to attend the Town Clinie. The
North Centre was closed owing to building operations in the
area but it is hoped to start it again when new premises are
provided. At two of these Clinies advice on infant and child
welfare is given by the Paediatrician in charge. Children who
require treatment are referred to the Out-Patient Clinie for
children at the Colonial Hospital. Immunizations against
Diphtheria and Whooping-Cough are carried out at the Colo-
nial Hospital.

Inoculation against Poliomyelitis was commenced in the
Autumn and was undertaken jointly by the Colonial Govern-
ment and the City Council who provided the vaceines. The
actual inoculation took place at the Child Welfare Centre,
the Colonial Hospital and schools, according to age group,
but for the moment only children under and of school age are
being immunised.

A Health Visitor and a team of Assistant Health Visitors
carry out home visiting and lisison is maintained with the
Maternity Department of the Colonial Hospital.

The number of registered infants and attendances at the
various eentres were as follows . —

Town Clinic
1959 1958
Number of children registered ............... 685 660
AeIARIeen Ui v R e e e 2,646 0,872
South Clinic (January-June)
Number of children registered ............ 46 98
AVONARROOE, iiiisiiseircrisimriiersimssitiin 215 685
Glacis Clinic
Number of children registered ............... 37 04
B T T P T O S R e 190 476
Special Clinics held by the Paediatrician
Number of children registered ............... 484 522
Total number of attendances ............... 1,094 1,420
Number of Clinies held ............. bl v s 95 100

16



YEAR OF BIRTH, AGE GROUP AND NUMBER OF
CHILDREN ON THE REGISTER WERE AS FOLLOWS:—

Town Clinic  Total number on the Register: 685.

Year of Birth Age Groups Number
1954 Ower 5 years 12
1955 4—b 40
1956 3—4 a0
1967 2—3 79
1958 1—2 221
1959 0—1 283
South Clinic Total number on the Register: 46.
1954 Over H years 3
1955 40 3
1956 3—4 8
1957 2—3 8
1958 1—2 15
1959 0—1 9
Glacis Clinic Total number on the Register: 37.
1954 Over H years 4
1955 4—5 /|
1956 3—a {l
1957 23 T
1958 =2 : 11
1959 0—1 I
Home Visits
1959 1958
Primary .... SRR | 370
Children unde: 1 yem VR AEEAEC 620
Children over 1 year ........c.cceevvnrereninn.. 2,691 2,682
i)k ] AT NP, | S 76 85
PABBEIRL oicinessnnsasmicsiosssiisins s wisss e ie 73 108
Fruitless .......... - RIS | ] 458
Removals {untrauad} e iR e sl Y 128
BORSE i i e s e 2056 2,776
Immunizations (Carried out at the Colonial Hospital)
Anti-diphtheria prophylaetic ......... Courses completed: 10
(Combined diphtheria-pertussis
prophylaetic ......... Courses completed: 13

School Medical Service

The School Medical Service was in abevanee owing
to shortage of medieal staff.

17



Cleanliness Inspection 1959

Number of children inspected ........................ 4,598
Number of children elean ............cccommrinninnnsnes. 4,385
Number of children nits ............coceeiivirsicennesnes” BB
Number of children dirty ........cccovvvvevriennrneen. 19
Ploten Sent. 10 JDRIOHES. . i flainsransssre - soniihhss s spugssss 73
| 2 T T - O 21

Referred to Clinics as the result of the above Inspection

Ophtkalmis Clinie’ ::....coeeeeere o A04. BB
Dentba] e o0 awee o aEa Bl Bes
BOSoR1s TIMEE L., iR Sk SR 27

SUMMARY OF DENTAL TREATMENT CARRIED OUT IN
THE PRIVATE SURGERIES

Attendances
Sessions for Teath Teeth for Scaling
Dental Surgeon Treatment Conserved Extrasted and Gum
Treatment
Mr. A. A. Danino... 178 933 381 171
Mr. J. J. Cochrane 49 182 149 36

18
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CARE OF THE SICK AND AGED

Provisions for the institutional eare of aged or infirm
persons remain the same as have been deseribed in my pre-
vious Annual Reports.

The Colonial Government maintain two hostels, one at
Beriro’s Home and the other at the Little Sisters of the Poor.
They are administered by the Department of Labour and So-
cial Security, and can accommodate a total of seventy per-
sons. A small number of aged and infirm women are eared
for at the Colonial Hospital.

It is gratifying to record that fair progress has been
made during 1959 in rehousing the residents of the tempo-
rary dwellings at the Little Sisters of the Poor and that the
provision and equipment of suitable premises where the in-
mates of the Hostel ean be temporarily housed whilst the new
old people’s homes are heing erected on this site is well under
WAaY.

CHILDREN DEVOID OF PARENTAL CARE

The adoption of measures to provide for the welfare of
children who because they are orphans or because of the
temporary absenee of the mother through illness are devoia
of parental care is still under consideration by the Govern.
ment.

It is envisaged that introduetion of a boarding-out seheme
for such children together with an extension of the home help
serviee which is provided by the Department of Labour and
Soelal Security to those in receipt of assistanee from publie
funds would best meet the requirements of the small number
of children involved, and the enaetment of the necessary legis-
lation for the purpose is being considered.

HANDICAPPED CHILDREN

The oecupational centre which was opened in 1958 by
the Department of TLabour and Social Security for training
children who are mentally or otherwise handicapped contin-
ued to funetion successfully. The eentre is open to all Bri-
tish children residing in Gibraltar, and there are also arran-
gements for sending children such as deaf mutes and others
to thel United Kingdom who are likely to benefit from speci-
alized treatment which is not available in Gibraltar,
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CARE OF THE BLIND

I am indebted to the Hon. Seeretary of the Gibraltar So-
ciety for the Prevention of Blindness, the Honble, Mrs, Doro-
thy M. Ellicott, M.B.E., for the information regarding the
work of the Society during the year 1959 on which this sec-
tion is based.

Twenty-one blind people, eighteen women aged from 54
to 91 years and three men from 58 to 79 years old were re-
eistered during 1959 maintaining the ratio of 6 to 1 women
to men. This appears to he a constant statistical featurve for
blindness in Gibraltar which hitherto has not heen satisfacto-
rily explained.

Fourteen deaths ocemrred and one blind person left the
Colony.

The total number now in the Society’s register is 123
whieh includes 109 blind and 14 partially sighted. Of these
74 received public assistance and 11 are in Government
homes or hospitals.

The principal eause of blindness is considered to be
Myopia with advanced Choroido-Retinal Atrophy especially
in females,

The youngest blind person in Gibraltar is a girl of 19,
but there are a few children of sehool age whose sight is so
bad that they may become blind later in life. Of these. two
sisters are being taught braille in addition to the mormai
school eurriculum, and a third child of the same family will
rﬁ;ﬁive similar tuition as soon as she leaves the infants’
school.

There are only three blind men aged between 20 and 30,
two women and one man between 30 and 40, and five wo-
men and two men between 40 and 50, while ninety of our
total one hundred and nine blind and fourteen partially sight-
ed are over 60,

Of the three blind men between 20 and 30 one is doing
well as a switchboard operator, but the other two refuse to
do anything beyond selling a few lottery tickets. Of the
three between 30 and 50, two contrive to retain the jobs as
labourers they had before their sight failed. and the third
tunes pianos and makes baskets. The seven hlind men bet-
ween 50 and 60 inelude a teacher, a shop owner, a lottery
vendor, a casual labourer and a chair reseater.

A blind man who was a teacher before he lost his sight
ie employed with the Department of Eduecation to teaech the
blind and partially sighted. He has been housed in a modern
flat in which the younger blind meet and which is virtually a
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blind person’s club. He is also a member of the Society’s
Committee.

(tovernment shares with the Military Authorities the
serviees of a qualified Ophthalmiec Surgeon, who conduets
four eye clinies each week at the Colonial Hospital — three
for adults and one for school children, at which he sees cases
referred to him by the Out-Patient Department and the Sehool
Medieal Service. During 1959 he saw 2,247 patients, 1,683
adults and 564 children, of whom 905 adults and 214 ehild-
ren were classed as new patients, not having been seen during
the previous year. He also performed some four hundred
operations ineluding cataract extractions and operations for
squints in children.

The Society shares with the Red Cross the serviees of a
field worker and is allowed the use of their light van for
conveying blind persons to hospital when necessary, to their
lessons, or the teacher to their homes.

The Society pays for speetacles for those in the low in-
come groups who eannot afford them, whilst those on publie
assistance are provided with them by Government. This
proves a heavy drain on the Society’s funds, and it has
recently suggested to Government that children should be
provided with glasses when ordered through the School
Medical Service.

Though the blind may not be restored their sight, their
burden is being made muech lighter, and not a few who would
inevitably become blind are being saved from such a cala-
mity by the humane disinterested work of the members of
this Society — all praise to them.



PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS
-DISEASES

The infectious diseases statutorily notifiable under the
provisions of the Public Health Ordinance in Gibraltar arve:
Smallpox, Cholera, Epidemie Typhus, Plague, Yellow Fever,
Relapsing Fever, Dysentery, Diphtheria, Cerebro-Spinal Me-
ningitis, Scarlatina or Searlet Fever, Typhoid or Enterie Fe-
ver, Undulant Fever, Acute Encephalitis, Acute Poliomyelitis,
Chicken Pox, Epidemic Parotitis, Erysipelas, Leprosy, Meas-
les, Meningococcal Infection, Ophthalmia Neonatorum, Para-
typhoid Fever, Pertussis, Puerperal Fever, Rubella, Tra-
choma, Tuberculosis (all forms), Venereal disease.

A total of one thousand and seventy-five cases of infec-
tious diseases were notified during the year from the eivil
population which represents an incidence of 44.6 per thousand
and amounts to an inerease of six hundred and sixty-nine
compared with the preceding year when the corresponding
figures were 406 and 16.8 per thousand.

The incidence is the highest recorded sinece 1945, the
increase being due principally to a widespread epidemie of
Measles which eontributed 660 notifieations and to minor out-
breaks of Mumps and Whooping-Cough which provided 183
and 85 cases respectively. As the attacks of these diseases
were generally mild, there is little doubt that doctors were
not called in a considerable number of eases and the inecid-
ence was muech higher than is represented by the number of
notifications.

Six cases of Diphtheria were reported during the year.

No notifieations of Paralytic Poliomyelitis were received
from the eivil population.

Only one death which was caused by Pulmonary Tuber-
culosis was attributed to the infectious diseases.

The following table shows the incidence of infeetious di-
seases for the period 194559 . —

| : | : ' . |
Year ... w| 1045 | 1046 | 1047 mal 1946 | 1060 | 1051 | 1052 | 1053 | 1e5e lﬂm! 1956 | 1067 1058 1059
F s T ——— f— —{— T ] e F— —
Numhbars ...lﬁ‘lililﬂ 52 Imlﬁﬁ sm‘m G52 NIIMEfmmlm;llm
’ |
Triennial |
Averages ... 124.3 210.8 Al6.a 408 1
|

NOTE: Two hundred and fifty cases of infectious diseases
notified from families of service personnel and casual visitors
or who were brought into town for treatment are not inclu-
ded in the data recorded above.
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Notifieations received [rom all sources therefore totalled
1,320 which represents a erude ineidence of 51.5 per thous-
and total population. The corrvesponding figures for 1955
were 935 and 20.8.

Pulmonary Tuberculosis

Sixteen persons, eleven males and five females, were noti-
fied as suffering from Pulmonary Tuberculosis during the
year which provides an incidence of 0.66 per thousand and
represents an inerease of six ecompared to the preceding year
wha:in the corresponding figures were 10 and 0.41 per thou-
sand.

The youngest was a female infant aged 4§ years, the
eldest 4 male aged 67. The ages ol the other females ranged
between 18 and 36 years. Of the males the youngest was a
youth aged 15 years who was probably infected by his sister
who had herself contracted the disease in Spain. Four were
between 18 and 45 years, the rest were over 50 years of age.
Nine of the patients concerned were sputum positive, the
others were diagnosed on clinical and radiological evidenee.

There was only one death, a female aged 41 years (noti-
fied in 1946), which represents a mortality rate of 0.04 per
thousand.

The table which follows shows that though there has
been a progressive decline in the mortality from this disease
during the past deeade, notifications with but small fluet-
uations have not decreased proportionately. This together
with the ages of a large proportion of those notified indicates
that there always remains a reservoir of infection mostly in
late middle-aged and elderly subjects which under the ever-
crowded living conditions prevalent in Gibraltar, eonstitute
a eonstant danger of spread of the disease.

The facilities for free radiological examination of pros-
peetive employees on application to the Director of Labour
and Soeilal Security which were first provided in 1952 con-

* tinued to be available throughout the year, but the number of

requests for sueh examinations is progressively smaller every
year.

The prineipal purpose of this arrangement is to protect
children from potential sourees of infeetion in nursemaids
and other servants who may come i intimate contaet with
them, and I must again urge parents to avail themselves of
the faeilities offered. i ;
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[ am indebted to the Director of Labour and Soeial Secu-
rity for the following table which shows details of sereen-
ings of domestic servants for the years 1952-1959.—

1956 1950

MNew eniranis to dom-
estic service in Gib-
raltar -

Domestic servants

transferring from one
employer to another...

Domestic servants  al-
ready in employment
soreened al employer =
redquest e e

Total number sereened..

Number found unfit ...

1952 | 1953 | 1954 | 1955 | 1956 | 19567

91 | 10| 26 2 4 3 4] s

120 | 298| 99| 113| 80| =& a3l o
7] 54|l | 8| 0] 2 ol s

157 | 387| 208] 13| 104 | 32 18] 11

Nil | 3 1l Nl Nit| Nil | Nil| Ni
!

NOTE: Eight cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis (one fatal) in
nonsresidents admitted to hospital for treatment are
included in the above data.
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Incidence and Mortality from Pulmonary Tuberculosis
1935-1939 and 1945-1959

Year Cases Deaths Incidence per Deaths per
thousand  thousand

1935 23 15 — 0.88
*1936 30 19 1.90 1.20% (T.B. Officer
appointed)

1937 34 21 1.74 1.08

1938 8 16 0.39 0.79

1939 16 14 0.8 -

Civil population evacuated during the war

1945 42 | 2.4 0.4

1944 30 6 1.0 0.31

1947 31 T 1.02 0.34

1948 17 12 0.72 0.51

1949 22 8 0.84 0.82

1950 19 6 0.76 0.24

1951 22 6 1.04 0.28

1952 28 4 1.26 0.18

1953 23 T 0.92 0.28

1954 25 10 1.08 0.43

1956 20 2 0.86 0.08

1956 16 1 0.68 0.04

1957 8 0 0.33 0.00

1958 10 2 0.41 0.08

1959 16 1 0.66 0.04

Non-Respiratory Tuberculosis

No notifications of Non-Respiratory Tubereulosis were
recelved from the civil population in 1959, A single ease
of a non-resident brought into hospital for treatment proved
fatal.

Measles

A severe epidemic of Measles started in February. The
incidence inereased sharply to attain a peak in April and May
when 252 and 201 cases were notified respeetively and deeli-
ned rapidly to end in August with 8 eases. A total of 660
notifications were received from the civil population which
there is no doubt underrates the true incidence of the disease.

Epidemies of Measles of varying severity reeur periodie-
ally in Gibraltar every three or four years, and as the last re-
corded was in 1956, the one under review was not unexpee-
ted. With but few exceptions the disease was eonfined to
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children, the attacks were generally benign and there were
no fatalities,

Fifteen cases of Rubella were also notified.

The following table shows the ineidence of Measles in the
civilian population during the period 1945-59:—

Year | 1945 | 1948 IEHTI 1045 | 1049 | 1050 | 1951 | 106g ] 1058 | 1954 ] 1956 | 1966 | 1067 | 1963

Craes 18 B 81

185 &0 20 | ao2 &) w0 ) 1ET o0 | 448 T 8

Whooping-Cough and Chicken Pox

There was a reerudescence during the early months of
1959 of the outbreaks of these diseases recorded in the pre-
ceding year contributing 85 and 60 notifications respectively.

Mumps

This disease which had only ocemrred sporadically for a
eonsiderable number of years produced a minor outbreak in
the year under review which provided 183 notifications.

Dysentery

Twenty-five cases of Baecillary Dysentery were notified
during 1959. The predominant eausative organism was Sh.
Sonnei. Sh.Flexnerii 6 (Newecastle), Sh.Flexnerii 2 (W}
and Sh.Flexnerii 3 (Z) were also isolated from speecimens
submitted for investigation. The cases occurred sporadieally
and with the exeeption of familial eontaets whiech in a few
instances were found to be infeeted but symptomless, ne
evidenece was found of any eommon souree of infeetion.

No eases of Amoebie Dysentery were notified from town
or from outside sourees.

Enteric Fever

Notifieations totalled four. Two cases of Paratyphoid
Fever and one of Typhoid Fever which were confirmed sero-
logieally and one notified as “Enteric Fever’’ on elinicai
erounds only. One of the patients suffering from Paraty-
phoid Fever was employed as a cleaner in a publiec lavatory
andkpmbahly contracted the disease in the ecourse of her
work,
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Diphtheria

failed to reveal a common source of infeetion.

highest ineidence recorded since 1956.

_ Six sporadie cases of Diphtheria were notified. Faxtien-
stve Investigations of all contacts which were undertaken

deaths.

'J_‘he records of immunizations
pleted at the Colonial Hospital
demands for vaceine received fr

This is the

There were no

against Diphtheria com-

together with the very smali
om private practitioners show

that the number of infants who are being proteeted against
the disease is negligible, and it is lamentable to note the
apathy of parents in this respeet despite the unremitting re-
presentations and adviee from the Public Health Department.

The following table shows the ineidence and deaths
from Diphtheria during the period 1945-59 .

] i
15 § 1046 !H-ﬁ1 1945 | 1940 0 1950 § 1o51 | 10852 133 ) 1054 | 1056 14048 1067 | 1865 TG
CasEs | i1 12’ 8 1 ] & 3
Deaths il 1 0 1 [} o @ ] L]
Scarlet Fever
Thirteen cases of Searlet Fever were notified. The di-
sease was generally benign and no fatalities oeceurred. The

following table shows a steady decline in the incidence since
the outbreak which oceurred in 1956

Incidence of Scarlet Fever during the period 1946-1959

-

l Year

15465 § 1047

1944 I 1944

1850

1954

052

1#53

1854

1055

1856

157

1858

1954

|

l Uazes

18

1=

i

13

Meningococcal Meningitis

A single case of Meningoeoceal Meningitis oceurred. Of
three other cases motified, one proved to be Pneumoeoeceal
Meningitis secondary to suppurative Otitis Media, another
benign Liymphoeytie Choriomeningitis and in the third the cere-
cerebro-spinal fluid showed no abnormality.




Smallpox

No eases of Smallpox oeeurred in Gibraltar nor were any
landed from the Bay in 1959,

Vacecinations

Number of children horn ......c.cccciiivnmicneniiarieineee, 390%
Number who died before vaceination ..................... 1

Number who left Gibraltar before vaeeination ...... 25

Number eertified as insuseeptibie to vaceination ... 1

Vaceination postponed on mediecal grounds .. o

Number successfully vaeeinated (children born

in 19&9} A04
Objectors to vacelnation ...........ccocvvevnnenn. ..Nil
CERERIIENE . 1.0 avs vsi ool R e i 5 po it s bion . 4T

(* ineludes 20 non-residents)

In addition thirteen children who for various reasons had
not been vaeeinated or whose vaeeinations had been post-
poned on aecount of illness were also vaeeinated.

Thus three hundred and seventeen children were vacein-
ated which together with two hundred and ninety-two re-vac-
cinations performed on children who had attained the age
of twelve years constitute a total of six hundred and nine
statutory vaeeinations earried out during the year, of which
five hundred and seventy-nine were performed by the Public
Vaccinator.

There have been no objeetors to vaecination. Of the
forty-seven outstanding, thirty-two had not attained the a ape

of three months and notices were served on the remaining
fifteen.

.~ Fourteen members of the staff were also vaeecinated by
the Public Vaecinator in accordance with the Department’s
preventive policy, and thirty-five persons for purposes con-
cerning the International Samitary Regulations.

Vaeceinations performed for all purposes during the year
totalled six hundred and fifty-eight.

Rabies

No cases of Rabies oceurred during 1959.

« Because of the ease with whiech dogs may stray or be

surreptitiously introduced from Spain where the disease is
endemie, Gibraltar is merwtahly in a vulnerable position res-

pecting Rabies and it is disquieting to see, not infrequently,
dogs parading our streets uncontrolled and devoid of muz-
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zles in contravention of the regulations. It is only by strict
enforeement of these regulations that a reasonable safeguard
against an outbreak of Rabies among dogs ean be ensured.

Incidence of Rabies in Gibraltar during period 1945-1959

Yeoar | 10456 | 1048 | 1047 | 1045 | 1049 | 1950 | 1951 | 1962 | 1055 | 1054 | 1055 | 1058 | 1057 | 1958 | 1050
Dogs 1 1 1] 1] 1 L 1] 1] 0 1 [T L 4 0 0
Cata 0 0 1] 0 i L ) U i i i i 2 0 0

The arrangement made in 1955 whereby the Gibraltar
Branch of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals undertook to maintain eontrol over the eat popu-
lation by their Inspector having proved satisfactory has been
continued sinee.

A total of 504 stray, unwanted and often diseased or
seriously injured eats and 64 dogs in similar cireumstances
were humanely destroyed by the Society’s Inspector during
1959.

These figures do not inelude a number of other sueh ani-
mals detailed in the following Table showing the work done
in the Kennels during 1959 for whieh I am indebted to the

Soclety.
Dogs Cats
Animals in gquarantine ...........c.coeeeiiiiiinn.. 4 —-
Animals din deansit ..o adndi LR GG TR0 17
Number of strays impounded and elaimed ... 13 —
Unclaimed strays sold after 7 days ............ 7T —
Unelaimed strays destroyed after 7 days ...... 20 1
Animals under observation and elaimed after
e 1y g P I - . o e ool L fhes B 1
Animals destroyed at owner’s request after
10 days obBSAEVALION ... bssisnnansnvesvenses ik 2
Other animals destroyed ............c.ccvivivinnnn. 2 -
Poliomyelitis

No cases of Paralytic Poliomyelitis were notified from
the civilian population during 1959. Omne suspected case was
not confirmed and a patient suffering from the disease was
admitted from Spain for treatment at the Hospital.

Two cases of the non-paralytic type were notified from
the Serviees, but owing to the absenee of faeilities were not
confirmed virologiecally.
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Though this disease has up to the present beem compar-
atively uncommon among the local population, it was decided
after careful consideration in view of a significant inereasc
in the prevalenece amounting in some instanees to minor out-
hreaks reported from some distriets in Spain to embark on
a mass preventive vaeeination of all infants and sechool
children and to extend the facilities to doectors, nurses and
medical auxiliaries, and to pregnant mothers.

The inoculations were offered free, the cost being shared
hy the City Counecil and Colonial Government.

Stoeks of British type vaceine are being kept by the Pu-
blie Health Department and issued as required to the Chief
Medical Officer for the inoculation of infants, school children,
pregnant mothers and members of the medieal and nursing
hospital staff, also to private praetitioners for ehildren whose
parents prefer to have immunized privately. Vaecinations
were started late in the vear, but though the response ap-
pears to have been encouraging, it is too ecarly to forecast
the result of the projeet.

The following tables show the ineidence of Poliomyvelitis
in Gibraltar for the periods 1935-9 and 1945-59:.—

1935-1939
YEAR 1985 1986 1987 1938 1939
CASES
(Civilians) — — 1 3 3
(2 deaths)
(Imported) — — 1 — —
(Services) No records available.
1945-1959
YEAR | 1945 | 1948 | 1047 | 1948 | 1040 | 1050 | 1951 1952 | 1953 | 1054 | 1955 | 1068 | 1950 msl 108
aismy
(Clvilians) = Bt ot e 1 - 5 = 2 1 £ £ L 4
L
(mported) | _ | — 1 1 — 1 — g ] 1 o B fecs = -
1
death)
(Servioen) | __ 2% e AR s . B g 4 1 i 4 b
(1
e death)

#Disease not confirmed — Caused by a blood dyscrasia.
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iofluenza

Influenza-like infections were prevalent during the first
quarter of the year but did not assume epidemie proportions.
The illness appeared to be mild or moderately severe though
highly infectious. As the disease is not notifiable, it was not
possible to assess the true ineidence.
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INVESTIGATION AND CONTROL OF INSECT
VECTORS OF DISEASE

Flies

These insects have not been a serious souree of nuisan
ces during 1959; only a few isolated breeding places were
found and promptly eliminated.

Oececasionally Fannia Canieularis, also known as the les-
ser house fly, have proved troublesome with their ceaseless
aimless eireling in the centre of rooms or round some hang-
ing objeet. As unlike the eommon house fly they seldom
alight on food, utensils or the human skin, they are more a
nuisance than dangerous as a source of infeetion.

I must again appeal for co-operation from the publie in
preventing the indiseriminate dumping of rubble, rubbish.
food refuse and such litter in odd nooks and eorners which
is not only unsightly and offensive but also constitute an
attraction to flies.

Routine measures for the eontrol of flies were intensi-
fied during the spring and summer, particular attention being
devoted to the abatement of the nuisances noted above and
to the eare of dusthins.

Five hundred and eighty-four gallons of a five per cent
solution of DDT prepared in the Public Health Department
for use in sprayers were sold to the publie.

Mosquitoes

These insects proved a source of nuisances in the North,
South and to a lesser extent the upper Town Distriets during
the spring and summer. The Lower and Middle distriets
were singularly free from them. Out of a total of two hun-
dred and thirty-two breeding places which were destroyed,
one hundred and eighty-one were found in the North and
South distriets.

Measures for the control of these inseets were earried
out in elose co-ordination with the Services sanitarians by
the regular staff of the Public Health Department without the
employment of extra personnel.

Ninety-six specimens were taken for investigation, the
following species being found.—

Culex pipiens .........ccccovvnienann. 70 (January to December).
Theobaldia longiareolata ......... 26 (April to Deecember).
Aédes argenteus ............... srsessesssce Nk
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For nine consecutive years no insect of the species Aédes
Argenteus has been identified. This mosquito which 1s a
vector of Yellow Fever is indigenous in the neighbourhood
and because of the possibility of the species being again in-
troduced from this souree, Gibraltar econtinues to be design-
ated a Yellow Fever receptive area under the International
Sanitary Regulations.
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RODENT CONTROL

Unremitting control of the rodent population eontinued
to be exercised by the Council’s Rodent Extermination De-
partment in elose co-operation with the services staff throu-
chout the year, thus ensuring efficiency as well as economy in
the use of materials available.

Zine Phosphide and Arsenic whieh long experience has
proved to be the most effeetive poisons under loeal eondi-
tions, eontinued to be employed in all routine operations, hut
progressively increasing use has heen made of Warfarin
when cireumstances were considered favourable to the aetion
of this rodenticide. It was used exelusively in all Naval and
Air Ministry’s premises.

Sewers and storm water drains were disinfested on seve.
ral oceasions with good results, and eleetricity and telephone
pits when deemed neecessary,

Though judging from the preponderance of carcasses of
mice over those of rats recovered, the former would appear
to be the major factor in the infestation by these vermin, it is
evident from the oeceasional finding of isolated foci of infest-
ation by rats that no relaxation of the anti-rodent measures
can be contemplated.

The ecarcasses of six rats were examined in the Council’s
Public Health Laboratories and reported free from plague
bhaeilli,

Fleven ships were inspected and Deratting Exemption
Certificates were issued under the provisions of the Interna-
tional Sanitary Regulations.

The Anti-Rat Co-ordinating Committee which ineludes
representatives of the City Couneil’s, Port, Naval, Army and
Air Ministry’s Health Services met twice during the year.

The following tables show details of treatment earried
out by the Rodent Control Services during the yvear:—
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PORT HEALTH WORK

Maritime

The Colonial Government are responsible for the control
of the port health work which is carried out by two medical
practitioners employed part time as Health Officers, toge-
ther with a number of Bcarding Officers under the adminis-
trative direetion of the Captain of the Port.

Under the provisions of the Quarantine Ordinance, the
Medical Officer of Health is also vested with the status of a
Health Officer and is thereby empowered to board ships.
examine persons suspected of suffering or who are suffering
from infeetious diseases, and impose quarantine restrictions
if and when necessary.

I am indebted to the Captain of the Port for the follow-
ing information relating to the work of this Department
during 1959.—

Number of ships entered during 1959 ............5,303
Number of medieal visits to ships ..................
Number of ships inspected by a Tlealth Officer,
admitted to pratique or placed in guarantine Nil
Number of patients landed,
from Britigh ships ......i....ceiiemi 44
trom Foreign ahips ........ai ... 88

Three of these patients were suffering or suspeeted to be
suffering tfrom infectious diseases.

Air

The Air Port is under the control of the Royal Air For-
¢e, and the Senior Medical Officer, who is vested with the
status and powers of a Health Officer, is responsible for mat-
ters coneerning the samitation of the port and of all serviee
alreraft,

The Colonial Government are responsible for the sani-
tary control, disinfeetion and disinsectization of Civil Air-
eraft. The duties eoncerned are performed by a Colonial
Government Medical Officer as part of his general duties
under the administrative direction of the Chief Medieal Offi-
cer who is vested with the status and powers of a Health
Officer. Under the provisions of the Quarantine Ordinanee the
Medical Officer of Health is also vested with the status of a
Health Officer in respeet of the Air Port.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES

I am indebted to the City Engineer, Mr. W, I. Chiappe,
M.LC.E., AM.I. Mun. E., for assistance in the preparation of
this part of the report.

WATER SUPPLY
Potable Water

~ The population obtain potable water by two methods: (a)
from roof catehments and underground tanks attached to each
individual house, and (b) from City Couneil’s supply. The lat-
ter is distributed mainly direct by pipes through permanent
meters, but a small proportion is drawn by bucket or barrel
from the Couneil’s street fountains. The demand for supplies
from fountains is deereasing in consequence of the large num-
ber of premises which are being provided with direet supplies
from the City Couneil mains. In addition potable water is
supplied to private underground tanks during the dry sea-
son through temporary meters and flexible hoses and in
smaller guantities by tank lorry to those eonsumers whose
premises are not within a reasonable distance from the dis-
tributing mains.

All barrels are sterilized at weekly intervals, The public
health staff are constantly on the wateh for possible pollu-
tion of underground tanks. Eighty-three samples from sus-
peeted tanks and other sources were taken in 1959.

The year started with a reasonable stock of potable wa-
ter in the reservoirs and thanks to exceptionally heavy rain
in February and late rains in April/May the dry season star-
ted with substantial stocks in the reservoirs., Three mil-
lion gallons of potable water were imported by tanker in
August, heavy rains in late October and continuous rain in
November and December making further importation un-
necessary, though stoeks at the end of the year were well
below the desired figure.

Pumping from potable water wells was steadily main-
tained at the average level but only one evaporator could
be oceasionally used. The wield from this source was just
under two and a half million gallons over a prolonged pe-
riod.

The Base Exchange Water Softening Plant eontinued
to funetion throughout the year. The hardness of well water
is reduced from approximately thirty-two degrees to zero,
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then blended with raw water to the optimum degree of hard-
ness, viz:—ten degrees. The blended water after chlorami-
nation is pumped into a serviece tank and then lifted into the
Couneil’s reservoirs for distribution to the publie, after it
has been subjected to a bacteriological examination to esta-
blish its purity.

- 60,171,413 gallons were issued during the year from va-
rious Council’s sources,

Rainfall at the catchments during the calendar year 1959
totalled 26.19 inches.

The supply of boiler water to Shipping from Council’s
sources at the Watering Jetty was maintained throughout
the year.

Brackish Water

Brackish water is supplied by the Counecil for general
sanitary purposes, fire fighting and other requirements.

The quantity of brackish water pumped during the year
amounted to some four hundred and seven million gallons.

Collection and Disposal of Refuse

Domestic refuse is collected and disposed of daily by
the City Couneil

In addition to an average of 30 tons of domestic refuse
which is collected by the Couneil’s scavenging lorries, ap-
proximately 6 tons of trade refuse, econsisting of tobaceo
dust, wood shavings, sawdust, waste paper, coffee waste,
econdemned foods and other materials are carried hy private
lorries to the Refuse Destruetor and burnt every day.

Sewage Disposal

The whole of the sewage of Gibraltar eventually dis-
charges into the sea at Europa Point Outfall.

Numerous storm overflows exist along the line of the
main sewer and eome into operation during times of heavy
floods. The eonfiguration of the Rock is such that very large
volumes of storm water rapidly reach the lower levels and the
main sewer is then taxed to the utmost. The rate of run-off
is such that during heavy rains boulders and much silt reach
the sewers,

The quantity of sewage and storm water pumped from
the low level during 1959 amounted to approximately
198,000,000 gallons,
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Public Highways and Street Cleansing

Full use was made of the Asphalt mixing plant installed
at Catalan Bay Depot, and hot and cold asphalt for resurtac.
ing of roads, re-instatements and other purposes, was pro-
dueed.

Road improvements in Cumberland Road and along Rosia
Road from the bottom of Red Sands Road to New Mole
Parade were completed early in 1959, and the Road to Spain
from Runway to Bayside Road was realigned and resurfaced.

Other public highways were maintained in as good a
condition as possible, patching and potholing being earried
out as and when cireumstances permitted. Several carriage-
ways were resurfaced in asphalt.

Flushing of streets was carried out periodieally and in-
tensified during the dry season.

Sweeping of streets was done in the normal way and a
high degree of eleanliness was maintained.

Public Baths

The Tarik hot and cold fresh water slipper baths were
open throughout the year and the Sea Bathing Establishment
at Montagu eontinued to be well patronized in summer. Fresh
water shower baths introduced a few years ago have become
inereasingly popular.

Eastern Beach and Camp Bay which are muech favoured
by the residents are controlled by the City Counecil during
the bathing season. The beaches are patrolled by a boat
throughout the day and chalets provided with sanitary
accommodation are available free of charge to bathers for
use as changing rooms. These are kept open until half an
hour after sunset,
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WORK OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTORATEL

Thirteen thousand, one hundred and twenty-three house-
to-house inspections were carried out hy the Health Officers
during the year, in the course of which two thousand, eighi
hundred and eigthy-four nuisances were discovered, and
three thousand and eighty-eight visits were subsequently
paid to ensure that the nuisances reported had been effectively
abated.

These inspections ineluded four hundred and forty-seven
investigations earried out at the request of the Commissioner
of Lands and Works for the purpose of reportine on the liv-
ing conditions of applicants for accommodation in Govern-
ment-owned premises or following complaints made to the
Public Health Department by persons living in overerowded
homes, also six hundred and seventy-one to determine the
fitness of apartments for subletting referred to the Depart-
ment by the aunthorities concerned.

The epidemic of Measles and minor outhreaks of other
infectious diseases deseribed elsewhere in this Report en-
tailed six hundred and fifty-one visits to investigate ecases
and enforce preventive measures which together with one
hundred and fifty-eight visits to a Camp where certain foreign
emigrants in transit through Gibraltar are housed, severely
taxed the resources of the Public Health Department.

Food catering establishments, ice-cream factories, dairies
and mineral water factories were inspected on one thousand,
four hundred and seventy-six occasions, and sixty-three sam-
ples of food and drugs were taken and analyzed in the Pub-
lie Health Laboratories.

Eighty-three samples of water were taken from the
Couneil’s public fountains, private underground tanks and
other sources and submitted to the Laboratories for bacterio-
logieal investigation.

Two hundred and seventy-eight statutory notices were
served and legal proceedings were instituted in nine cases
for non-complianee with the requirements of such notices.
Legal proceedings were also instituted against a purveyor of
milk for selling milk which did not conform with the Milk and
Dairies Bye-Laws standards,

Eleven ships were inspected and Deratting Exemption
Certificates issued under the provisions of the International
Sanitary Regulations.



Summary of Work done by the Public Health Inspectors

Complaints Received:

G TTL 0 e | L . LD BT T R B 1
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Premises Inspected:
House-to-house inspection ........ccocvvivveiieviicnn, 13,122

Statutory Notices:
ST el R e s A e o MR e L e S

2
=1
s

Nuisances Found:

PNATR RS BENEIR ,.csoeionmmnsiisms s i B fmiiias o m o S i 158
IR EirHeled ARAEHE .....oonernsciesnnmttn s s a4 360
IR TN I e isisininys s s mminaim SR A B e S o i H]
Befective WA BEENEE oo re samansissemns s e e s 519
Pebeotive Water BHEEE ... i civeortubnsinsassssvnserindssasine 143
Defective rainWater PIPeB .....icvviiriesisnsisisaciionrivosasses 21
Defective eaveSgutters ......cccocrivaniniirserssassnrsanes 5|
o a1 11 1 SR 1)) LS o S 143
Do T |0 RIS . < i SR S SR 37
Defective wall plaster ...........ciiiiiianndioses ob
L e T S | e S R 37
Defective yard paw. BIREES o o b i b i s S M 6
DAMPIIGAB  covvessssonasnsossssarssannniisusmsesasssusssassasarassspuss 38
T e L g, ORI VRN 84
Defective or no BORhat. 226
Other minor defeets ....... 924
Underground tank not insect ]}1 oof . oo 7
Brackish water tank not insect pmnf or nn eﬂvﬂr 2
Brackish water running to waste . 187
Smoke and soot nuisance ......... 11
Street water fittings found defectwe 97
Premises disinfeeted for infectious dmease 16
Premises disinfected for vermin, ete. e A 26
Articles disinfeeted at Disinfection iallom e 13,051
Visits of enquiry re Infectious Disease .................. 651

("ases removed in Ambulanee:

Bay i 81
Samples of water ta.ken fn::-: analyam 83
Samples of food and drugs taken for ana]yma ......... 63
Foodstuffs, ete., condemned as unsound. Vide Page 26
Visits to eating houses, bakeries, shops, ete. WA 7.

49



Visits to mineral water factories ....... 121

Visits to hairdressers and barber sh{wps 158
Visits to premises to aseertain if nuisances reported

are being Ababed ...t et SO S
Visits to Refugee Camp .. " 158
Inspection of Vessels (Derattmg E.xﬂmptmn

Certificates) 11

Vaceination notices served .....ccooooevvviiiiiiniiiininninnns 24
Legal proceedmgs instituted .............ccviviviiinininnnns 10
Lodging Houses:

There are no common lodging houses in Gibraltar,
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FOOD IN RELATION TO HEALTH AND DISEASE

The Public Markets

The levelling and resurfacing of the open alleys and
coturts in the Markets was virtually completed. Only a few

small areas which proved unsatisfactory after repairs remain
to be dealt with.

_ After a number of small scale experiments, a section of
the Meat Hall was resurfaced with material whieh is eonsider-
ed will stand the hard wear and tear to which it is normally
subjected. Completion of the work was deferred pending
the results of this trial.

Food

Supplies of food have been adequate throughout the
year.

Meat

All supplies of beef, mutton, veal, pork and offal were
imported frozen from Australia, the United Kingdom, Argen-
tine. Denmark and Holland by the butchers. Retail priees
varied according to kind and eountry of origin.

Small consignments of fresh Kosher meat and mutton
were imported regularly by special arrangements from Spain
and Tangiers for the use of the Hebrew Community.

All meat must be accompanied by an official certificate
from the Health Authority of the eountry of origin and it is

again inspeeted by the Markets Inspectors before it is allow-
ed to be sold to the publie.

Adequate supplies of poultry, and game when in season
were imported from Spain throughout the year. Frozen
poultry was imported from Denmark and Holland and rab-
bits from Australia.

Eggs

Supplies of eggs imported from Spain, Moroeco and
Holland were adequate throughout the year.

Fish

Though supplies were subjeet to fluetuations depending
on weather eonditions and other eireumstances, they were

generally adequate. An average of 2,220 pounds of fish
o1



consistently fresh and of good quality were imported daily
from Spain. Small consignments were also brought in by
loeal fishing boats.

Retail priees though high compared favourably with
those obtaining in the Spanish markets. All fish was inspeeted
by the Markets Inspectors before it was exposed for sale in
the Markets or allowed to be taken out for sale in the streets
by licensed itinerant vendors,

There was no change in the average number of vendors
licensed which remained at twenty-eighi,

Fruit and Vegetables

Abundant supplies of execellent qualily were imported
from Spain daily and sold in the Markets, shops in town and
in the streets by licensed itinerant vendors.

The number of such vendors was fifty.

Retail prices were disproportionately high compared
with those current in the Spanish markets,

Milk

The amount of fresh milk consumed by the publie is
negligihle, eondensed or evaporated tinned varieties are the
staple produets commonly used.

From fifty to one hundred litres of fresh milk were im-
ported from Spain daily, which in accordance with the City
Couneil Milk and Dairies Bye-Laws must be heated to a
temperature of 200°F for twenty minutes before it is sold to
the publie.

Of samples which were taken regularly only one was
found not to eonform with the statutory requirements and
legal proeeedings were instituted against the purveyor who
was eonvicted and fined.

Small guantities of sterilized or pasteurized fresh milk
were imported tinned or deep frozen solid from the United
Kingdom and reeonstituted milk processed loeally from
skimmed milk powder by the addition of edible fats and vita-
mins, and subsequently pasteurized was also available dur-
ing the year.

Groceries

Supplies of groeeries imported from the United Kingdom
and other countries have been adequate and generally of
satisfactory guality.
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Ice-Cream

All premises wherein ice-creams are manufactured must
be registered with the City Counecil in accordance with the
provisions of the Food and Drugs Ordinanece, and registra-
tion is subjeet to the premises and equipment being declared
satisfactory by the Medical Officer of Health.

Registered premises were visited frequently by the
Department’s Inspeetors and samples taken and subjected
to the Methylene Blue Test as approved by the Ministry of
Health in the United Kingdom. The number of samples
from some establishments which failed to attain a satisfac-
tory grade consistently has this year been rather disquieting
and required repeated visits and warnings from the Inspeet-
ors to ensure improvement. Failure to attain satisfactory
standards is mainly due to the elaboration of the produets
heing delegated by the owners to employees who are ignorant
of the most elementary principles of hygiene and do not exert
the meticulous care essential in the manufacture and serving
of these commodities.

Considerable quantities of ice-creams manufactured by
reputable firms in Great Britain were also imported regular-
ly during the hot season., The sale of these produets is con-
ditional to their being sold in the original sealed wrappers
or eontainers as issued by the manufacturers, and subjeet to
the same sanitary requirements as those produeed locally.

Samples of these ice-creams were taken regularly and
found satisfactory on baeteriological examination.

The sale of ice-creams in the streets, sports grounds and
other publie places by itinerant vendors is strictly eontrolled.
The products must be sold in the original wrappers and the
vehicles used must be submitted for inspection and approval
hefore licenses are issued.

Eating Houses, Confectioneries and Cafes

All premises wherein food is prepared by any process
of cooking or which are used for the manufacture or preser-
vation of food produets as well as purveyors and vendors of
refreshments, confectionery, eakes, sweets and shell fish must
he registered with the City Counecil.

All food catering establishments were inspected regularly
at frequent intervals by the Department’s Inspeetors who
paid one thousand, three hundred and fifty-five visits during
the year and who availed themselves of all such opportunities
to advise owners and employees on food hygiene.
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Though the standards of eleanliness and food hygiene in
the majority of the establishments are satisfactory, there is
ample scope for improvement in the preparation of snacks in
some of the eafes and smaller snack bars and partieularly in
the handling of groeeries in somda grocers’ shops which
leaves mueh to be desired., Overcrowding and frequent
changes of employvees who lagck the trainmg and whose ideas
of hygiene generally do not eoncur with aecepted modern
standards are the main faetors which often face the Inspee-
torate in their efforts to attain improvements.

Food Poisoning

Three outbreaks of food poisoning all at private social
funetions oceurred during the year.

The first oceurred in August at a elub dinner when
twenty-five out of thirty-six persons who attended were taken
ill with acute abdominal pains, diarrhoea and vomiting asso-
eiated in a few eases with pyrexia, from eight to twenty-four
hours after partaking of the meal. No mnotifications were re-
ceived and the oeeurrence was only brought to light be-
cause one of the vietims happened to be a Public Health
Department Inspector. Though investigations were promptly
started, there were no remnants of the food left. The per-
sons affeeted had all recovered and no pathogenic baeteria
were found in some specimens of faeces which were examined.
The meal which ineluded swordfish, prawns and mayonnaise
had been prepared at a eafe where conditions were reason-
ably satisfactory. As all the persons aficeted had eaten the
mayonnaise, whilst those who escaped, though they other-
wise partook of the other foods, had abstained from it, it is
probable that the mayonnaise may have been the cause of the
outbreak. ;

The second outhreak oeeurred at a wedding reception
in September when sixty-nine persons out of some five hun-
dred invited were notified as suffering from food poisoning.
The symptoms appeared from five to twenty-four hours after
the meal and ineluded violent abdominal pains, vomiting and
profuse diarrhoea, in a number of eases the attacks being so
severe as to eause collapse, Two patients, one an elderly
diabetic who had undergone a partial gastreetomy a few
weeks before, were admitted to hospital, but there were no
fatalities. A bewildering variety of foodstuffs, many of
which had been prepared days before, and the large number
of food handlers invelved rendered investigations very diffi-
cult and as most of the food had been consumed or given
away, the specimens of remnants available for bacteriologi-
cal investigation were meagre and not representative.
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The symptoms and ecourse of the attacks suggested a sta-
phyloecoceal aetiology, but this organism was eonspieuous
for its absenee in both the foodstuffs and the speeimens of
faeees obtained from acutely ill patients which were examined
haeteriologieally. Some of these faeces consisted of almost
pure blood and in four instanees rendered a pure culture of
Pseudomona Pyoeyanea. This organism was also isolated in
pure culture from the contents of an egg paste sandwich.
Investigations for Shigellae and Salmonellae proved fruitless.
It is of interest to note that a pure eulture of Ps. Pyocyanes
wias also obtained from the faeces of two persons, a husband
and wife,who about this time suffered from aeute food
poisoning after a meal consisting only of lightly hoiled
allegedly fresh eggs. This familial ineident had no eonnee-
tion with the outbreaks in question.

As eggs appeared to be a eommon factor in these out-
breaks, a number were examined baeteriologically but the
results were inconelusive.

The third outbreak oceurred at a children’s bhirthday
party which was held the day after the one deseribed ahove,
and involved nine persons mostly children. The symptoms
were very mild and transient, and no pathogens were found
in specimens of faeces from two of the vietims. The only
common faetor hetween these two outhreaks was a reputable
caterer of long standing,  Neither this man nor any of the
persons involved in handling the food in these outhreaks
whom it was possible to trace admitted having been ill or
showed evidenee of any suppurative lesions.

Though the results of painstaking investigations were un-
Fortunately because of eircumstanees inconelusive, the aeute-
ness and severity of the symptoms, the haemorrhagie ehar-
aeter of the stools and the luxuriant growths in pure eulture
of Pyoeyanea obtained from very small inocula from faeces
and food in the second outhreak cannot he lightly disearded
nor the possibility however remote of these organisms having
heen the eause of the poisoning definitely exeluded.

Ps. Pyoeyanea are known to he widely distributed in
nature, have heen found at times in normal skin, partieularly
the axilla and perineum and have not infrequently been ineri-
minated as the eause of suppurative affections of the skin and
middle-ear. They have also been reported to have ecaused
neerotic and uleerative lesions of the alimentary muecosa,
acute and rapidly fatal infantile diarrhoea and to have often
infeeted wounds, but so far as I am aware there are no re-
ecords of their having been ineriminated as having caused
an outhreak of food poisoning.
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An isolated case of food poisoning in a child aged nine
years eaused by Salmonella Typhimurinm was also notified.
The source of the infection was not determined.

Condemnation of Food

The following foods were found unfit for human con-
sumption and eondemmed :—

Health Department Market
Inspectors Inspectors

Prozeml Vall . s bass ves snslis 307 pounds

Y L O R S L s e b T 40 ]

BrOuall. i TR 30 i

Luncheon Meat ......oceceriivness 8 cx
tinned

L T o e e A 7

B | e e T T 90

811 o0 SRR e e G R 8

Tinned HEME ........co00niiimemmnns 245

L) [l ] 1S e RN 6 ”

L R e L e MR B76 =

s e S s e R SRR 188 4

| EER T i el e e LR o 9 %

Tinned Ham .....cocoovvevenvnnneses 1,091 pounds

Luncheon Meat .......voccvveiinese 1,765 "

B T R R 189 &

Piga' Trotters: .o oorvisassaeresnann Do >

00 R OTE R (e i e iti ion s waianniin 96 =

Cortad s Benl v dlasssaieiom 90 "

“Malnmiie dunid L ad. L aatgin 298 i,

BERwI o A B it 12 -

Pork Samsages i.ciceciieenas | 900 i

Beef Sausages ......ciccciiiee 134 as

130700 R SRR A 1024

Italian Sausages .......ccoecevreee- 16 =

Frozen Chiekens .....-ciovrevesis 1884

Smoked Herrings .........coooeves 156 %

Eawer: Faskoy | Lottt va s 8 %

Pigh hlletis | oo awiinmi i 720 G

Frozen Sardines .................. 11,660 i

DhEaeER: <. dsinoansanmi . .. ..ardg ol i

Tomato Soup .......cccvveeneeee. 1,243 packets

2T S L T R S SRR 119 pounds

Shrimp Sauce ............covieine 6 s

Jolly Wenll ..uiieaiiereciniiiniziiss 6 T
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Health Department  Market

Inspectors Inspectors
Alimentary Paste ........c......... 2,126 pounds
1,2 e 8 i
Cakes and Confeetionery ...... 152 4.
TIMod PBAXS .......cccoiveennisenes 32 .}
Tinned Beals .......icccenisenizes 12 %
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HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING

A bloek comprising twenty flats at Naval Hospital Road
and one of forty flats at Lake Chad which in pursuance of the
(tovernment Housing Scheme were placed under construction
in 1958, were completed and put into service in 1959, whilst
another of seventy flats whieh was also started at Take Chad
in that vear is nearing completion and it is envisaged will be
ready for occupation in 1960. One extra flat was provided
at North Pavilion Road by division of an existing tenement.

By the demolition of six Nissen Huts at Isolation Hospi-
tal Site, space was provided for five bloecks comprising a
total of one hundred flats, the erection of whiech was started
as soon as the ground was cleared.

A new Isolation Hospital for the major pestilential dis-
eases has been constructed on the Upper Rock and the site of
the old hospital which had gradually been encroached on ren-
dering the hospital isolated only in name, together with the
adjacent land is now available for development as a residen-
tial area,

(Certain barracks which are obsolete and are mo longer
required by the Services have heen handed over to the Colo-
nial Government, The land provided by the demolition of
these barracks together with other sites which it is envisaped
will become available will be used to ereet dwellings it is
hoped at the rate of two hundred flats a year from 1960 to
1961,

(One thousand and forty dwellings have been eonstrueted
sinee the war whieh is a considerable achievement, and it is
gratifying to note that the “tempo’ and building has in-
ereased from fifty at the beginning to two hundred a year.

Notwithstanding the houses whieh have heen built, there
are still one thousand, two hundred and twelve families in
the waiting list for aeceommodation and these do not include
others who heeause of finaneial or other reasons have not
applied for houses.

The shortage of houses which has oeceurred since the
war is not peeuliar to Gibraltar, and the following extraet
from “PUBLIC HEALTH"” — October 1959 (The Journal of
the Society of Mediecal Officers of Health) is signifieant of the
almost nnsurmountable diffieulties which as in our own case
are being experieneed by authorities concerned with housing
in the United Kingdom :—

““The pieture of too many people seeking too few
houses is part of the regular pattern of British life and
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those M.O.s H. who came into office after 1939 have
never known any other. It is true that waiting lists
have apparently grown shorter in the last few years, but
this is in large part due to the adoption by over-burdened
authorities of drastic and arbitrary eriteria which have
removed from the lists whole categories of applicants
who, though their need was substantial, had very poor
prospeets of early consideration. The amount of reduc-
tion in the lists which has come from the aetual meeting
of needs is. though often appreciable, by no means great,
and new applicants join the tail of the queue almost as
fast as — sometimes even faster than — those at the
head move into their new dwellings.”

The following table kindly furnished by the Commissioner
of Lands and Works details the progress of the Government
Housing Scheme during 1959:—

Houses Completed

Naval Hospital Road .....coceevivnninvensarnsscesinanes 20 flats
Lake Chad; Bloak B, «:...oissizasiossesssssnsisnssrses, 40 5
60 flats

Houses under Construction
Lake Chad, Block 5 . .cccooverimnannmnmsssesnianmeene. 70 flats
Isolation Hospital Site — 5 Bloeks ............... 100

¥

170 flats
Addition by way of Division
1 Flat at 5 North Pavilion Road .........oeeeeeienine 1 flat

No temporary houses were constructed and 6 Nissen
Huts (12 tenements) were removed from the Isolation Site.

Town Plamning

The Central Planning Commission appointed under the
provisions of the Building (Interim Control) Ordinance con-
tinued to meet regularly during the year. At these Meetings
plans for the erection of new buildings, improvements to
existing struetures and other construectional projects were
considered. The said Ordinanee does not in any way detract
from the powers vested in the City Couneil by the provisions
of the Public Health Ordinance, and eighty-six applieations
for permission to erect structural alterations to existing pre-
mises or to erect new buildings were econsidered and reported
on under these powers.
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AMBULANCE SERVICE

The City Council maintains a fleet of three ambulances
which though primarily intended for the conveyance of per-
sons suffering from infectious diseases, constitutes the only
official Ambulanee Service for the eomveyanee of ecivilian
patients from Town, those landed from the Bay, and by
special arrangements from Spain.

A total of three hundred and minety-five patients, three
hundred and fourteen from Town and eighty-one from the
Bay were conveyed in the Council’'s Ambulances during the
vear which represents a eonsiderable inerease in the number
of town cases amounting to eighty-four trips compared with
1958 when three hundred and twelve patients, two hundred
and thirty from Town and eighty-two from the Bay were
transported.

Fifteen of these patients, twelve from Town and three
from the Bay were suffering or suspected to be suffering
from infeetious diseases, the others had been involved in
aceidents or were suffering from non-infeetious conditions.

Pulmonary Tuberculosis ............ _— 1
i (251100012 [ R e et e o e e 7 1
1, T R Y e 2 —
T T R R G P 1 —
TNFHBNOTT, | onnisisiisicsicsvess ossnnssions — 1
Meningitis 2 i 1 —
Diphtheria .. 1 —
ADDPODAICTEIR. | o iosnsasinissssumssansansanos o 6
Mental CABO, --z--cosansnessasasaazasess 17 —
Matornity Uases ....-ccooovuumirans s 6 1
Cardio Vascular Diseases 59 3
BT B A S o N b 3 -
Food Poisoning ......c.cocviiiianinnss 2 -
Fractures and Injuries ............... 33 24

Miseellaneous (medieal and
surgical cases) .........co.eeene 177 44
314 81
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DISINFECTION

Disinfection of bedding, clothing, ete., continued to be
carried out at ths Disinfection Station in Line Wall Road.

There was a’ welecome deerease in the number of water
vendors’ barrels disinfeeted. These barrels are steam disin-
fected and sealed every week in accordance with the Coun-
c¢il’s Bye-Laws and as more dwellings are being provided
with a piped City Counecil water supply, the number of
vendors is steadily deeclining.

The total number of articles disinfected shows a marked
increase due prineipally to disinfeetion of old elothes, mat-
tresses and other similar articles which have heen imported
for sale or otherwise to he used in Gibraltar, and the intro-
duetion of whiech is conditional to their heing disinfected at
the Council’s Disinfection Station in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Public Health Ordinance,

Table below gives details of the work done at the Station
during 1959.

Months and. St Blaniaiy . et Vend: | Bun- g
rhg:ﬂgg : Pillows Qnuilts | Pﬂ-ﬂ-ﬂii u‘.’ﬁ:,u dries
|

| Tt | i i - Fessndent A
January 4 4 8 21 122 496 686
February 2 2 7 3 | 2| 109 | 399 5
March et . —_ C- = e 10 135
April 1 2 6 2 1| 106 | 749 868
May = = 10| —| —| 106 822! 488
June G 10 659 4 2 106 | 300 1,087
July = — — = — 11z 1,250 1,362
August B — | | - 112 3,475 8,591
September 50 51 72 8| 4% | 840 [1,290 1,853
Uctober 186 | 1 2 — | 112 | p00 , 807
November | 6 | 1 6 4 | 142 940 1,102
Decembor | — | — 18| —| — | 10 500 658

Totals = 256 | 74 | ?ﬂlj 95 | 47 [L,682 ;1[},33:!13,-:151'
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MEDICAL WORK DONE FOR THE COUNCIL

One hundred and fifty-four Council employees were medi-
cally examined during the year, an inerease of forty compared
with the preceding year. The majority were routine exami-
nations to determine the fitness of applicants for employment,
a few were for the purpose of making recommendations re-
lated to retirement from the Council’s service for reasons of
health.

Applicants suspected of suffering from Pulmonary Tuber-
culosis were referred to the Colonial Government Medical
Specialist at King George V. Hospital for radiologieal exam-
ination,

SPTTi L g, SRR L SR § PR I 8
WO PNBEYY 1 «iibioniintnissuerinr o 3.
Mareh 4
o e Sl D s 11
T, N S 1 vy e s o7
S ir o IR SIS TN o | |
1 e o ot S U
NUEUEL: ocviuiinanimsrnsesssnnpasss sa I
Bepiamber stz B
IEERBAY i iconennstoniinsnnoniiitus 8
MNOROTIDAY .. oovnnnvmssonmssanghannpinss 6
1 00 1 RN RPN T, - 2% b

Total ...154
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OTHER MATTERS CONCERNED WITH THE
HEALTH OF GIBRALTAR

Board of Health

The Advisory Board of Health is a statutory Board cons-
tituted by the Governor under the powers vested in him by
the Public Health Ordinance and is the prineipal co-ordinat-
ing body in medieal matters between the Medieal Services
of Her Majesty’s Armed Forees, the Colonial Government
Medieal Serviee, and the Public Health Serviee.

The following is a brief summary of the subjeets dis-
eussed and on which reeommendations were made at meet-
ings which were held regularly throughout the year:—

Advisability of embarking on a mass free anti-poliomye-
litis vaceination of children and the extension of faei-
lities to doetors, nurses and other hospital personnel
exposed to infection, and to expectant mothers,

Control of dogs and compulsory anti-rabie vaceination of
these animals.

Need of enaeting legislation regarding litter.

Provision of a mew Hospital for the isolation and treat-
ment of the quarantinable diseases.

Immunization of children against Diphtheria.
Smoke muisanees,

Organization of a Central Syringe Serviee Depot.
(“ontrel of narcoties, sedatives and tranquilizers,

General Practitioners Service

The number of medical practitioners engaged in genera!
practice appearing on the register on the 31st December,
1959 remained same as on the corresponding date of 1958;
eight, providing a ratio of approximately 1 to 3,200 popula-
tion.

Four hold part-time appointments with the Colonial Gov-
ernment. Two in econneetion with the Hospital Services, the
others as Port Medical Officers.

District Medical Services

A medical officer of the Colonial Hospital assisted by two
distriet murses provides medical treatment and care for the
indigent sick and the aged at a special elinie held daily in the
Exchange Buildings and by domiciliary visits when necessary.
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Dentists

The number of eivilian dentists appearing on the register
on the 31st December, 1959 was six. Four hold qualifications
obtained in Great Britain, the others have been trained and
licensed to practice in Gibraltar. Two dentists are employ-
ed part-time with the Colonial Government to attend to school
children,

Nursing Services

The number of nurses ineluded in the register under the
provisions of the Nurses Registration Regulations on the 31st
Decemhber, 1959 was twenty-five, an inerease of five over
the preeceding yvear. Thirteen are females and twelve males.
Two of the female nurses are State Registered but are no
longer in practice, the rest have heen trained in the Govern-
ment Nurses Training School at the Colonial Hospital and
registered after passing the preseribed examinations.  All
are employed at the C'olonial Hospital.

The traming of reeruits at the school continued through-
put the yvear and twelve students are pursuing the necessary
studies in the United Kingdom te obtain the State Registra-
tion Certificate.

The number of midwives registered under the Midwives
Ordinance who continue to practice remained at five.

These figures do not inelude the Colonial Nursing Sisters.

Two distriet nurses attend indigent patients under the
direction of the Distriet Medieal Officer, otherwise there are
no qualified nurses engaged in domieiliary work.

There is a dire need for nurses who will undertake the
nursing of patients in their homes, but none appear to be
attracted to this essential service.

Legislation relevant to Medical and Public Interests
enacted during the year

Family Allowances Ordinance, 1959 and Regulations
made under the powers conferred thereby provide for the
payment of family allowances.

This is the most important legislation from the soecial and
medieal aspects enacted during the year.

Amendments to the Colonial Hospital Rules, 1955 inelude
inter alia a proviso that no fee be payable by any person in
respect of any attendance at an ante-natal elinie.

Orders made by the Governor under the powers vested
in him by the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance preseribe that
Part III of the Ordinance shall apply to a number of drugs
scheduled in the Orders to their salts, and to any prepara-
tion, admixture, extraet or other substance containing any
proportion of the drugs.
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PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORIES

REPORT OF THE PATHOLOGIST-ANALYST, GIBRALTAR

During the year 1959 the Public Health Laboratories
have continued to perform investigations related to preven-
tive medicine as well as of a elinieal pathologieal nature. In
the latter group is ineluded all work which come under the
headings of Haematology, Blood Transfusion, Baeteriology.
[Tistopathology and Chemical Pathology.

The public health investigations include all those of a
Bacteriological and Serological nature on specimens received
direct from the Medieal Officer of Health or from Public
Health Tnspectors and Medical Practitioners working in close
co-operation with him. In this respect samples of water from
the General City supply as well as from private storage tanks,
are investigated at short and regular intervals to ensure their
freedom from baeteriological contamination and to ascertain
their fitness for dietetic purposes in all respeets.  Similarly
ice-ereams and milk are assessed as to their hacteriological
erading by the Methylene Blue Test as advised hy the Medi-
eal Research Couneil

A number of faeees from eases of gastro-enteritis sub-
mitted by General Practitioners for isolation of pathogenic
organisms, eontinues to yield an assortment of the Shicellas
which indicates varied sources of infeetion. The great ma-
jority of them must be assumed to come from territories
whieh render further investigations not feasible. (Generally
it eannot be said that there has been any severe outhreak of
wastro-enteritis, the cases being sporadic and having no de-
finite seasonal incidence, and numerous contaets investigated
have yielded negative results. All cases have responded
well to treatment, giving three eonsecutive negative cultures
after a single course of sulphonamides or other appropriate
antibiotic.

An outhreak of severe acute food poisoning followed a
well attended loeal wedding breakfast. A high proportion
of the guests were affected, several of them suffering collapse
and marked dehydration. A number of faeces of these eases
were investizated but no known pathogenic organisms was
isolated. It was however noted with interest that Pseudo-
monas pyocyanea was isolated in pure eulture from a high
proportion of the speeimens submitted. By the next day
when it had become obvious that an outbreak was under way’
all the food remaining had been destroyed and no true sam-
ples were available. A domestie, however, had taken a few
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eroquettes and egg sandwiches home with him to share with
his family and they all suffered severe symptoms. A sample
of these two food items were investigated and from the egg
paste in the sandwiches P’s. pyoeyanea was grown in pure
culture, from this, and as a result of careful questioning of
hoth affeeted and unaffected guests, it would appear that the
ege paste could have been the causative vehiele of this oui-
break.

Adjoining is a list from which it can be appreciated that
a large part of the investigations carried out by the lahora-
tory are of a purely Clinieal Pathological nature. The spe-
cimens are received from the several Hospitals and Clinies
of the Mediecal Department of the Colonial Government as
well as from private practitioners, and in faet the Laboratory
covers the pathologieal field for the entire eivilian population
of Gibraltar,

The activities of the Laboratory continue to develop and
the number of investigations ecarried out annually shows a
progressive increase. Tne tolal for this year being 26,830 as
against 22 809 for last year and 15,844 in 1953.

The laboratory is also responsible for the analysis of
foods, ete., to ascertain their complianee with the standards
laid down by the Food and Drugs Ordinance. In this res
pect a number of assorted specimens were examined. With
the exeeption of one sample of milk adulterated with water,
they were found to be genuine.

The laboratory is recognised by the World Health Organ-
ization as a eentre for vaeeination against Yellow Fever and
thirty-four such vaecinations were earried out during the
year,

E. A. IMOSSI,

City Pathologist-Analyst,
Gibraltar.
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COMPARATIVE CHART OF BIRTH AND DEATH RATES PER 1,000 CIVIL POPULATION
FOR THE PERIODS 1930-1939 & 1945-1959
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DEATH RATE PER 1,000 CIVIL POPULATION FOR THE PERIODS 1920-1939 & 1945-1959
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