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To His Worship the Mayor and Councillors
of the City of Gibraltar.

1 have the honour to present to you my Annual Report on
the Health of Gibraltar for the year 1955.

Though a widespread epidemic of Whooping Cough,
fortunately of a benign nature, which starting in the month
of January prevailed without respite until November marred
what would otherwise have been a low incidence of the com-
mon infeetious diseases, the City has been free from major
infeetions or grave epidemies and the health of the eommu-
nity may bhe considered to have remained satisfactory
throughout the vear under review.

Two hundred and sixteen deaths from all causes oceurred
during the year providing a crude death rate of 8.69 per
thousand total eivil population and representing a consider-
able decrease compared with 1954,

Sixtv-two per eent of all deaths concerned persons 65
years of age or older and were attributed to diseases of the
heart and eireulatory system and to degenerative and other
conditions ineidental to senility, which proved the prineipal
causes of death.

Thirty-eight persons died from Cancer and other malig-
nant tumours which constituted the second prineipal cause
of mortality and aeeounted for nineteen per cent of all
deaths. Malignant tumours of the respiratory organs were
responsible for approximately a quarter of the cancer deaths,
all the persons affected being males.

The progressive inerease in deaths from Caneer which
is attributed mainly to the inereased incidence of malignant
tumounrs of the respiratory organs in men during the past
decade has rendered the disease a major cause of mortality
and contrasts strikingly with a steady decline in deaths from
Pulmonary Tuberculosis notwithstanding that with but small
fluetnations there has heen no corresponding decrease in its
incidence during the same period. This disease at one time
reputed one of “The Captains of the Men of Decath”
though still a grave social problem and the cause of mueh
suffering, disability and economie loss may now he consi-
dered to play a minor roll in the eausation of death.

Only two deaths were caused by Pulmonary Tubercu-
losis in 1955 which represents a mortality of 0.08 per thou-
sand population, and econstitutes the lowest death rate for
the disease recorded in Gibraltar sinece 1891 when statisties
are first available.



Notwithstanding a small deerease in the number of
children born from the resident population, births outnum-
bered deaths by one hundred and seventy-three.

There was a remarkable fall in infant deaths in 1955.
Seven infants died before attaining the age of one year pro-
viding the very low infant mortality rate of 18.76. Two of
these died within four weeks of birth representing an out-
standingly small neo-natal death rvate of 5.36 per thousand.
So far as 1 have found it possible to aseertain from statistieal
data available in the Public Health Department, these rates
constitute the lowest infant mortality recorded in Gibralta:
since 1888, Even allowing for fluetuations to whieh such
rates are liable, these figures are most gratifying and refleet
great eredit on the work of all eoneerned with the health and
welfare of ehildren, particularly when it is appreciated that
the progress which they indicate has becn achieved in the
face of environmental eonditions which in  many respeets
cannot always be eonsidered to favour the prometion of
child health.

Lest perhaps these achievements lead to undue compla-
cency, [ must express concern at the deerease in the num-
ber of infants who were registered at the Child Welfare
Clinies and in the attendances and domiciliary visits record-
ed in the Child Welfare report for the year. A sharp decline
in attendances first oecurred in 1953 and was attributed by
the Government Paediatrician to the failure of the poorer
mothers to bring their children to the elinies following res-
trictions imposed on the issue of free or cheap milk by the
Boelal Welfare Department that year. Attendances have
sinee progressively decreased, those for 1955 numbering over
three thousand, five hundred less than in 1952, thoueh there
has been no significant ehange in the birth rate. Whatever
the cause may be the progressive fall in attendances appears
to indicate that all is not well with this service whieh is the
keystone of all schemes for the promotion of child health, and
the eircumstances warrant a eareful reviewal for the purpose
of adopting whatever measures may be necessary to render
the elinies more attractive to mothers.

I gather from the School Medical Report that over five
thousand school ehildren were examined during the year,
and it is satisfactory to note that their average health and
physique remains at a very high standard.

Only one case of Diphtheria oceurred during 1955, hut
it is disquieting to note the very small number of infants
who are being immunized against Diphtheria, and though 1
have commented at length on the subjeet in the text of this
report, I would add that this treacherous disease is liable to
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break out in its old virulent epidemic form whenever condi-
tions are favourable to its spread and there is no guarantee
that the virtual freedom from it which our community has
enjoyed during the past decade will continue.

Shortage of houses and consequent overcrowding with
its adverse influencee on health and happiness stiil constitutes
the most difficult and frustrating problem confronting work-
ers engaged in publie health and Soeial Welfare. The large
number of dwellings whieh have been built by the Govern-
ment sinee the world war has only partially  remedied the
position and though plans for an extensive huilding pro-
gramme involving the ereetion of sixty flats annually during
the next five vears have been approved and are about to be
implemented shortly, it is questionable whether they will
suffice to abate the considerable overcrowding whieh still
exists and meet the necessities of a progressively growing
population. Houses and flats whieh have bheen and are being
built privately obtain such rentals as to be heyond the in-
come of the average person seeking acecommodation or are let
as furnished apartments at still higher rents prohibitive to
any but those who only require short term temporary accom-
modation.

The great demand for houses together with the limita-
tion of spaee and high cost of building is also leading some
house owners to build inadequately small flats which hardly
offer the elementary amenities necessary, and to convert
stores and other such places into small dwellings which only
Jjust conform with the minimum legai standards but which are
quite unfit for the purpose and add to the number of existing
undesirable tenements which but for the present eritical
housing position should not he tolerated. 1t may be said that
the exigencies of the situation and finaneial considerations
leave no alternative, in other words that we can only cut our
coat according to the eloth available, but it must be ad-
mitted that such praectice is a retrograde step which perpe-
tuates low standards of hygiene and living conditions whieh
all concerned with the promotion of health and welfare have
heen struggling incessantly for years to raise.

Food hyvgiene always a matter of deep coneern to
health authorities and to whieh mueh of their health
officers’ time and attention is normally devoted reeeived
special consideration. Though it is hardly necessary to say
that food is indispensable to the maintenanee of life and
heall}, it may not be out of place here to f-111|1hﬂ-.lzo that to
serve its purpose fully it must not only he adequate in quan-
tity and contain all the nutritive elements neeessary, but
should also be appetising and above all free from noxious
imorganie suhstances or organisms which may cause disease;

-

Xl



briefly, it must be wholesome and clean, else it may endanger
health or even cause death. To proteet the public as far as
possible from such dangers new Food Byelaws (in force
since the 1st January, 1956) were made by the Council which
preseribe measures for the prevention of food poisoning and
diseases liable to be conveyed by contaminated food and to
promote hygiene and cleanliness in the storing, preparation
and handling of food, but it must be appreciated that how-
ever ecomprehensive such legislation may be and however
strietly it is enforced by the health authorities, complete sue-
cess in attaining the end in view is hardly pmmlnh- without
the goodwill and co-operation of all coneerned, that is, seru-
pulous attention to hygiene both personal and in respect of
their premises and equipment on the part of the purveyors
and insistence by consumers on a high standard of eleanli-
ness as a condition of their patronage. | venture therefore
{0 request from all coneerned the favour of such assistance
as they may be in a position to give me and my staff in a
matter which is of wvital importance to the health of eaech
and every member of the publie,

With the passing and enforecement in October of the Social
Insurance Ordinances and Regulations an important gap has
heen filled in the statutory legislation related to soecial wel-
fare in the Colony. These enactments by ]lIIUVIdI'Ilg for old
age pensions, unemployment benefits, maternity grants,
widows, guardians and other allowances fulfil a long stand-
ing nued and will benefit not mﬂ} those direetly concerned
and their families, but will also refleet favourably on the
welfare and health of the community generally.

In conclusion I would express my gratitude to the Mem-
hers of the Counecil for their eourtesy and support, to my col-
leagues in other departments for their valuable co-operation,
and particularly to my staff for their devotion to duty and
unfailing lovalty whieh I highly appreciate.

[ have the honour to be,
Your Worship and Counecillors,
Your obedient servant,
J. A. DURANTE,
Medical Officer of Health.

Publie Health Department,
City Hall,
Gibraltar, 30th April, 1956.
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CITY COUNCIL OF GiBRALTAR

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Summary of Vital Statistics for the year 1955

Total area of Gibraltar Territory .........cccevae ... 1,387 acres
Area of the City ...:::cccivivenss L T e 104 aeres

Estimated Total Civil Population of Gibraltar 24,829 persons
Estimated Fixed Civil Population of Gibraltar 23,091 persona
*Births n Fixed Civil Population,

Males s 192
Females — 181

Birth Rate per 1,000 Fixed Civil Population ... 16.15
Birth Rate per 1,000 Total Civil Population... 15.74
*Deaths in Fixed Civil Population ............... 200
Death Rate per 1,000 Fixed Civil Population...  8.66

Crude Death Rate per 1,000 Total Clivil
Population... 8.69

Infantile Mortality Rate Fixed Civil
Population... 18.76

Death Rate from Pulmonary Tuhereulosis ... 0.08

*Vide note on Page 12,
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS FOR THE
YEAR 1955

The following weather summary and tables have been
kindly supplied hy the Air Ministry’s Meteorologist in
Gibraltar.

A very wel year with a total fall of 49.63 inches — the
highest for forty years. November was an outstandingly
wet month, with a fall of 18.28 inches of which 14.97 inches
were eoncentrated in a 6 day period from midday 20th to
midday 26th, unprecedented for at least a century. Janunary,
February and Mareh were all very wet with totals of 7.6l
inches, 7.79 inches and 6.07 inches. April was however dry
and the rest of the year followed the normal pattern. Sun-
shine was deficient witn a daily average of 7.46 hours (60
per cent of possible) throughout the year eompared with the
long term average of 8.10 hours. Only in April and Sept-
ember did the sun shine longer than normal, and in July
with 10.05 hours and November with 3.46 hours daily, aver-
ages were nearly 14 and 24 hours below normal respectively ;
hoth were the dullest months since records started in 1939.
The average temperature was 66.3°F, 2.6°F above normal.
This was mainly due to higher night rather than higher day
temperatures, Extreme temperatures were 97T'F on 31st
August, the hottest day for over 6 years, and 38°F on 10th
Mareh. Humidity was about average, varying from 84 per
cent in the late night to sixty-seven per cent during mid-
afternoon.  Over the vear on the whole there were more
Levanter conditions than usual. From January to March
Westerly winds were predominant but exeept for June, Oec-
tober and December, Easterlies were most prevalent, al-
though in April and November winds from the west are
usually twiee as frequent as from the east. Until Autumn,
levanter spells tended to be of limited duration, but in Sepi-
ember there was an almost unbroken spell 9th-30th and in
November a similar spell 16th-30th. Winds were high at
times, especially in the short levanter period in December, but
the foree was felt less in the town than at North Front.

January. Unsettled with execess of rain and defieit of
sunshine. Westerlies were unusually steady. It was ex-
ceptionally mild, the average day and night temperatures of
63.7°F and 54.5°F being both almost 5°F above average.
and the night figure the highest for at least twenty-five vears.
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February. Again unsettled mild and wet, with frequent
thunderstorms from 16th onwards. The average temperature
was 2° above normal, and the maximum of 75°F on 9th was
the highest February temperature for at least twenty-five
years,

March. Wet with thunderstorms on many days between
8th and 20th and on 31st. Conditions were mild by day but
cool by night with a daily average of 1.5°F above normal and
a night minimum 1.8°F below. The temperature of 38°F re-
corded on 10th was the lowest for at least twenty-five years.

April. Warm and dry except for thundery conditions on
23rd and 28th. The average maximum femperature was
70.3°F, 4.3°F above the March average and the highest for
twenty-five years, the night minimum temperature was 37.7°F,
2.0°F above average. For the first time in 1955, sunshine
was above normal with 8.83 hours eompared with the aver-
age 8.34 hours.

May. Dry, rather dull and abnormally warm, with a
day maximum of 77.2°F, 7.7°F above normal; the night tem-
peratures averaged 64.3°F, 6°F above normal. Curiously
the former figure was not a record, though the latter was the
highest May temperature for twenty-five years at least. There
were several short levanter spells .

June. Dry, rather dull and warm; sunshine totalled
10.44 hours, half an hour helow the long term average, but
the temperatures of 76.2°F and 45.6°F were 1.2 and 1.9°F
above average. The maximum of 91° on 28th has only once
heen exeeeded in June sinee 1930. There were several spells
of levanter conditions whiech were persistent during the
month.

July. A very average July except for sunshine which
was very low: the average of 10.05 hours was the lowest
since 1936 ; the average normal daily sunshine is 11.40 hours.

August. Another fairly normal month with slightly defi-
cient sunshine (10.15 hours compared with average of 10.80)
and the highest day temperature sinee 1949 97°F on 31st.

September. Warm with fog or nearby fog on several
days mid-month. Sunshine was 9.31 hours, .6 hours above
normal and temperature was 3°F warmer than normal. Le-
vanter conditions were most persistent from 9th onwards,
and winds of over 20 knots occurred from 28th to 30th with
a gust of 30 knots.



October., Warm, cloudy with two fairly prolonged le-
vanter periods. Rainfall was somewhat above average, and
sunshine was markedly deficient, .94 hours a day below
average.

November. On the whole unpleasant, particularly from
mid month, with exceptionally heavy rain, very deficient sun-
sine and persistent and quite strong easterlies. As remarked
the fall experienced in 6 days is the highest for at least a
century, hearing in mind the falls in the town were appreci-
ably higher than the 14.97 inches at North Front (City Hall
18.25 inches, Moorish Castle 17.79 inches, Convent 21.02
inches). Falls on 21st were 4.01 inches at North Front,
3.53 inches at City Hall, 5.49 at Moorish (astle and 7.02 in-
ches at The Convent. The sun was not seen for seven days

18th to 25th.

December. Strong levanter conditions obtained 31d-Tth
with winds of gale strength on many oceasions. Conditions
were mainly dull until 19th, hut from 20th onwards there was
abundant sunshine with light westerly breezes, Rainfall was
ather below normal, and temperatures were above normal
despite a somewhat deficient total of sunshine.
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VITAL STATISTICS

These statisties are based on the estimated eivil popu-
lation of (ibraltar as shown in the Police Registration Office.
They do not include personnel of Her Majesty’s Armed For-
ces and unless otherwise stated, they do not relate to their
families, or to non-resident aliens.

The eivil population at the end of the year under review
was constituted as follows .—

Children

Men Women Male Female Totals
Gibraltarians ..., f,191 7,536 2307 2,215 = 18,249)British
Subjects

Statutory Alieng ... 1,104 1,723 1,023 992 = 4,842)
23,0091
(Dther Aliens ...... B3 1,106 14 15 = 1,736
! i | e R 7.898 10 365 3,344 3,299 — 24,829

These figures represent an increase of 47 in the British
Fixed Civil Population and a deereasz of 92 in the Total
Population as compared with the preceding year.

No records are available to the Department of the aver-
age number of persons entering and leaving Gibraltar daily
during 1955.

The daily average for the period 1949-53 was 8,660,



The alterations in population sinee 1930 are shown below :—

iritizh Alien
Heow  Esfimoated Subjects Subjects Total
Fixed Floating Popula tion
Population Population
Police Estimate end of 1930 15,526 922 16,448
Census April 1931 16,188 1,425 17,613
Police Estimate end of 1932 15,143 1,466 16,6049
1 W 1933 15,071 1,326 16,397
5 o = 1944 14,790 1,057 15,847
. ,, C o 19%5 15735 1130 16.865
y Lonigd 1036 16875 2319 19,194
5 3 L o987 16792 412,749 19,541
i - 1938 17,229 3,017 20,239
’ 5 Rl L R ) [ 2,315 20,440

1940 to 1944 civil population evacuated during war years :—

Police Estimate end of 1945 17,448 1,784 19,232
& S 1946 19269 1964 91933

o e 1947 20816 2,216 29 532

= o TR 2,228 23.700
. L1949 22208  2.377 24 585
b 2 1950 22.4750 2,416 24 886
Census July 1951 19,739 1,361 21,100
Police Estimate end of 1952 22,176 2.297 24 473
e . o 1953 22,629 2,107 24 736
3 ,‘ 2 1954 93044 ... 1877 24921
1955 23.091 1,738 24 829
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*Deaths

Two hundred deaths, ninety-eight males and one hun-
dred and two females were registered as having occurred in
the resident British civil population during 1955 amounting
to 8.66 per thousand. The corresponding figures for 1954
were 216 and 9.37 respeetively. In addition there were
sixteen deaths among non-resident aliens providing a total of
two hundred and sixteen deaths or 8.69 per thousand total
eivil population. There was thus a deerease of sixteen deaths
in the British population as eompared with the preceding
year and mortality maintained the low level established since

1945,

Of the total number of deaths, one hundred and twenty-
four amounting to 62 per cent of all deaths concerned per-
sons 65 years of age or older and were attributed principally
to eardio vascular diseases, neoplasms and senility. The age
group 25 and under 65 years contributed forty-one deaths.

*Vide note on Page 12.



Thus a total of one hundred and sixty-five or 82.5 per
cent of all deaths oceurred in persons 55 years of age or
older, whilst thirty-five or 17.5 per cent concerned individuals
who had not attained their fifty-fifth year.

The prineipal causes of death were:.—

Cardio vaseular diseases ........ ol st bl o RO 6
Maltenant: NeOPESIAE & i st s a8
Vaseular lesions affecting the central mnervous
R B e ol S S e g o R . 430
Diseases of the respiratory organs
festlnding neoplasma) ik nanns s R
T L Tt o e i LB EL YRS

Pulmonary Tuberculosis proved a negligible factor as a
ecause of mortality only contributing two deaths. With this
exception, the distribution of causes maintained the same
pattern as in the preceding seven years.

Four persons under 45 years of age, eleven in the 45 and
under 55 years group and eleven in the 55 and under 65
yvears group died from eardio vascular diseases, the remainder
were 62 vears of age or older.

Diseases of the coronary arteries were predominant as
the cause of deaths attributed to cardio vaseular affeetions.

With one exception all deaths due to wvaseular lesions
affecting the central nervous system oceurred in persons 55
vears of age or older,

Malignant neoplasms continued to constitute the second
highest eause of mortality contributing thirty-eight or 19 per
cent of all deaths. The sexes were evenly affected (nineteen
males and nineteen females) and with the exeeption of five
whieh fell in the 45 and under 55 years group, all the persons
concerned were 50 years of age or older. Nine persons, all
males, whose ages ranged from 45 to 74 years died from ma-
lignant tumours of the respiratory organs whieh provided
23.6 per cent of all eancer deaths.

Deaths from malignant neoplasms in 1954 totalled forty-
five, whilst the yvearly average for the period 1947-54 was
32.7.

Deaths from Malignant Neoplasms period 1947-55

R e
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Two maternal deaths oeccurred, one was attributed to
haemorrhage., the other to obstetrie shoek.

Deaths by Moaths and Quarters

LT T e R R I8 AR s e i ot s e A 14
PebIaaly | coveiitaioiiaciin 30 Aaemst . et 19
Marceh i iais 25 September .............. 11
Ist Quarter...73 3rd Quarter ...44

0 0 | [ O it 21 BEODET, i i s i g 16
I i B S S P 20 PROVCTDBY o im0 gt i nait 13
| [T | 2 c e o e L2 Tecembel . enicicivsinnsansd 1
2nd Quarter ...53 4th Quarter...46

Includes sixteen deaths from cases landed from the Bay
or brought into Town for treatment. !

*Births

Three hundred and seventy-three children, one hundred
and ninety«two males and one hundred and eighty-one fe-
males were bhorn from the civil population during the year
1955 providing a birth rate of 16.15 per thousand fixed Bri-
tish eivil population which represents a small decrease com-
pared with the preceding year when the corresponding figures
were three hundred and eighty-eight and 16.83. In addition
there were eighteen births to non-resident aliens constituting
a total of three hundred and ninetv-one bhirths or 15.74 per
thousand total eivil population.

The distribution of births hetween hospitals, private
practitioners and midwives was as follows:—

Colonial Hospital ... ib s cmiaedages 344
MR A B oaDial o nls b s sisbiminns dyasatasann: L&
Private Praetitlonars’ v cnenns ais 5
M rAEB (5 ot i i s s S 30

391

It will be noted that the preference for confinement in
hospital which has been a feature sinee the repatriation con-
tinues.
lllegitimate Births totalled eleven which represents 2.8 per
eent of all births,

* Vide note on Page 12,
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llegitimate births period 1948.55

Year 1948 | 1949 | 1950 | 1951 | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 | 1955
Number Wil 16t asli 27k as] 12k o8]0l
“‘:}tﬂﬂ‘l‘fh‘i‘fﬂh 269 3.69 ] 3.66 | 420| 3.2 | 305] 19] 28

“Infant Mortality

Seven infants died before attaining the age of one vear
which constitutes an infant mortality rvate ol 18.76 per thou-
sand live births. Two of these children died within four
weeks of birth providing a neo-natal death rate of 5.36 per
thousand. These figures represent a very considerable deec-
rease in mortality compared with the preceding year when
infant deaths numbered 13 or 33.5 per thousand, whiist the
neo-natal deaths were nine or 23.19 per thousand. Such a
marked deeline in infant deaths is most gratifyving as is also
the fact that so far as it has been possible to establish from
tables of vital statisties dating back to the yvear 1858 availa-
hle in Annual Health Reports in the Publie Health Department
the infant mortality rates for 1955 constitute the lowest ever
recorded in Gibraltar,

The ages and causes of death were as follows:

ﬁ [ a " o * = =
@ Ta e 2 2 e oy
CAUSE OF DEATH B | Bl fomad 23 8 EleEl-EETES
s lal 82180 6| w|a|al2s
5 | = % |3 - = bt ] B
Prematurity ............ k. i I 1
Atelectasis. |
Congenital Hyaline ;
Bronchial Membrane l 1] ]
Congenital Hearg
DHBeale  iolliie.eisins Pt I
Congenital Heart |
Disease
Entero Colitis  ......... 1 1
Dehydration. '
Gastro-Enteritis k| 1
Toxaemia, !
Gaabritin: «lold ' I 1
Bronchopnenmonia., .
Inhalation of Vomitus 1 |
LT ! | Fomd 2o | 208 7
i | | 5 | |

* Vide note on Page 12,
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Still-births

Eight still-births were registered during the year which
amounts to 20 per thousand total live and still-births and
represents an inerease of five over the number recorded the
preceding year. The statutory registration of still-births was
first énforced in 1950. Registrations in the years 1950 to
1954 were 9; 17,-8, 9 and 3.

Infantile Mortality and Neo-Natal Death Rates for 1945-55.

lnfantile Neo-natal

Mortality Mortality
FOa% © Jou abee . dipal Lo lemon a2.59 16.4
| [ R T e e T S e T 36.4 9.7
iyt TR R L T e E R 47.2 34.1
L T R AT e e e o e 29.56 13.5
TR b amsiond. ey AL S5 34.2 24.2
1LY | TR v e I e 2816 5.4
1 e of TR e ey 31 12.9
HRDE Bl sane atind ot 41.55 36.36
ISR e Labdlnlh iblisTaadn, 25.44 22.9
BB ol Lol amag HEmnpnduns 12 H40: 33.5 23.19
{1 TR N oL N T o R 18.76 H.ab

Tables of wvital statisties for the periods 1930-9 and
1945-55 are appended,

NOTE:—

One hundred and seventy births and three deaths which
oceurred among seetions of the population with which these
statisties are not coneerned are not included in the above
data.

The total number of hirths and deaths whieh oceurred
during the year 1955 and the corresponding erude rates were
therefore as follows:—

Births ...... 561 or 22.59 per thousand total population.
Deaths ...... 219 or 8.82 per thousand total population.

Deaths in infants under one year ...... 10 or 17.82
per thousand total live hirths.

12
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MATERNITY, CHILD WELFARE AND SCHOOL
MEDICAL SERVICES

The Colonial Government are responsible for these ser-
vices which are operated under the administrative direetion
of the Chief Medieal Officer who is also the Superintendent
of the Colonial Hospital. This arrangement ensures a high
degree of integration of the preventive and curative organis-
ations concerned.

1 am indebted to Dr. K. Edmundson, the Chief Mediecal
Officer, for the following information regarding the progress
of these services during 1955 —

Maternity Service

Ante-natal clinies were held at the Colonial T‘[(}Hlifﬂ.]
twice weekly. Attendanee was very good. Again the majo-
rity of mothers continued to be delivered in the Colonial
Hospital. A few ecases were delivered in their homes hy
private doctors or registered midwives.

There ,were five locally registered midwives enqugmi in
private practice during the year.

The average stay in hospital was 6 days.

There were two maternal deaths.

Paediatric Service

During the year under review this service continued to
funetion satisfactorily.

The number of out-patients was as follows :—
1955 1954
2,704 2,789

Child Welfare

(Clinies were held regularly thronghout the year at the
three existing eentres, viz. Town Clinie twiee weekly, Gla-
eis Clinie, in the North side of the town, once weekly, and
South Clinic once weekly. Besides these, two special Clinies
a week were held by the Paediatrician in charge, on Tues-
day& and Thursdays, where children referred from other Cli-
nies were attended.

14



Children who attended the Child Welfare Centre were
referred to the Siek Children Department of the {'olonial
TMospital, for adviee and treatment, when required.

The number of registered infants and attendanees at the
various centres were as follows.—

Town Clinic

1955 1954
Number of ehildren registered ..... e 666 T17
REendaneed i oot s e T.051 8,009
South Clinic
Number of children registered ............ 172 202
AUENAATICER. . iviivivevesincindtaias s e i 1,948 2,219
Glacis Clinic
Number of children registered ............ 99 113
Attendances ........... e 1,051 1,484
Special Clinics held by the Paediatrician
Number of children registered ....oococvvvvvevniivnnn. 479
Number of children seen .........ceevuueenan.n. sy A 1,334
Niamiber of ehangs hebd .. oo s aribeit 95

YEAR OF BIRTH, AGE GROUP AND NUMBER OF
CHILDREN ON THE REGISTER WERE AS FOLLOWS:—

Town Clinic Total number on Register: 666,
Year of hirth Aze Groups Number Percentage
1950 Over 5 years 36 D%
1951 e ih 55 9%
1952 3 — 4 ¥ 9
1953 . 100 15%
1954 ) 181 27 %
1955 () 1 237 5%
South Clinic Total number on Register: 172.
Year of birth Age Groups Number Perceniage
1950 Over 5 years 49 D%
1951 4 5 18 11%
1952 3 — 4 24 15%
1953 D=3 25 15%
1954 ] — 2 48 2T%
1955 0 —1 435 27%



Glacis Clinic Total number on Register: 99,

Year of birth Age Groups Number Percentage
1950 Over 5 years 10 10%
1951 4 — 5 15 15%
19562 3 — 4 14 14%
1953 2 — 3 16 169
1954 1 — 2 18 18%
1955 0 — 1 26 27 %
Home Visits
Py Uy i  uiaiiellon Soumisisiig. 350
Special oo e 38
AT ARR e oo i e e e et a7
Chaldren gver -1 WeAT ... du e s e 1,503
Ghildren Mnder ik FERT. 5 50 0n geniiees visde 470
(exeluding primary visits)
iy AT e S e A Sy B T a 243
BEIoValR! . i e e 114
Total number of houses visited ............... 1,815
Immunizations (Carried ont at the Colonial Hospital),
Anti-diphtheria prophylactic ......... Courses completed: 20,
Combined diphtheria-pertussis
prophylactie ......... Courses ecompleted: 31.

School Medical Report

i The number of schools on the register is now twenty, and
the average health and physigue of the children remains at a
very high standard.

Over five thousand echildren were examined, and of
these, no less than thirty-two had Cardiac Bruits, twenty-five
havmg no past history of Rheumatic Fever, and of the re-
maining seven, there were two Rheumatic Fevers and five
labelled as congenital.

Of the children seen, forty were referred to the Ophthal-
mie Surgeon, and five hundred and four to Dental Clinies.
Only three were referred to the Ear, Nose and Throat Clinie.

Again, one must repeat that the few children who were
found to be below par were the vietims, not of disease but
of soeial conditions, eo-operation with the Welfare Depart-
ment was all that could be desired in this aspeet.

16



The question of

playing space in schools,

and of a

Sports Ground remains, as it has done sinee 1939, exceed-

ingly acute.

SUMMARY OF DENTAL TREATMENT

Attendances
Patitid: Addiica Sezsions for Teeth Teeth for Scaling
gt Treatment Conserved Extracted and Gum
Treatment
Mr. A. A. Danino... 161 S0 270 99
Mr. J. J. Cochrane 24 =5 134 25

17
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CARE OF THE SICK AND AGED

Provisions for the institutional care of aged or infirm
persons remain the same as have been deseribed in my pre-
vious Annual Reports.

An average of thirty aged and infirm women are :omfor-
tably housed and adequately cared for at Beriro’s Home hy
the Colonial Government, whilst seventeen aged men and
twenty-one women are aceommodated at the Little Sisters of
the Poor. Though considerable improvements have been
effected to this building and equipment provided to enhance
the eomfort and afford further amenities for the residents,
the conditions cannot he considered to conform with modern
coneeptions regarding the housing and eare of the aged, and
particularly of such as are also infirm and require special
attention.

A few aged and infirm women are eared for at the (Clolo-
nial Hospital.

CHILDREN DEVOID OF PARENTAL CARE

There were in Gibraltar before the last war two institu-
tions (one for girls and another for boys) administered and
financed by voluntary organizations for the care of children
who because they were orphans or for other reasons were
deprived of parental care. Ten years have now elapsed since
the repatriation of the population, yet no such provisions
exist nor would it appear that the matter has received the
serious consideration it deserves. Though the number of
children in eireumstances requiring institutional care may
not be large, it is considerable enough to warrant the adop-
tion without further delay of measures to remedy this defeet
in our soecial serviees.

CARE OF THE BLIND

[ am indebted to the Honorary Secretary of the Gibraltar
Society for the Prevention of Blindness, Mrs, D. M. Ellicott,
for the information about the work of the Society during the
vear 1955 on which this section is based.

Twelve blind persons died, two left the Colony and
there were twelve new registrations during 1955 providing
a total of one hundred and twelve and a decrease of two com-
pared with the preceding year, ;
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The following table showing the number, age and sex of
regmt&red blind at the end of the year uniu-ﬂ,tra that blindness
in Gibraltar is practically confined to the aged, particularly
elderly females.

Ages Males Females = Taotal

0 — 10 — e —

10 — gu 1 1 2
30 — 40 2 3
e 250 3 3 6
20 — 60 b 9 15
Over 60 13 (7 80
28 84 112

These ficures do not represent the true incidence for
there are a number of persons known to be blind who ean-
not he registered because they refuse to be examined hy the
Government Ophthalmologist. It must also be appreciated
that a number of those registered are partially sighted, in
fact, eleven blind males are gainfully employed in various
oceupations, whilst several women contrive to run their own
homes.

Most of the elderly blind are well cared for by celatives
in their homes. Thirty-eight (seven men and thirty-one wo-
men) are in receipt of a weekly allowanee under the Publie
Assistance Scheme, whilst twelve aged blind are in ‘Fovern-
ment institutions and receive a small pocket money allow-
ance.

: Society visitors pay domiciliary visits to the blind and

help them in various ways, and at the request of the educat-
1ional authorities they also eall on parents who do not co-
operate in taking their children for treatment or who refuse
to allow them to wear glasses. The Society pays for glasses
which have heen presceribed in Gibraltar to adults or ehildren
who eannot afford them.

Early in the year the Society found premises and organi-
zed elasses in chair seating, but the response to this as well
as to repeated offers of tuition in other useful subjects 1o the
vounger blind has been very disappointing. Much eredit is
due to the members of this Soeciety who notwithstanding
diffieulties and frustrations persevere in their efforts to pre-
vent hlindness and to relieve the hlind,
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PREVALENCE & CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES

The infectious diseases statutorily notifiable under the
provisions of Publie Health Ordinance in Gibraltar are:
Smallpox, Cholera, Epidemiec Typhus, Plague, Yellow Fever,
Relapsing Fever, Dysentery, Diphtheria, Cerebro-Spinal Me-
ningitis, Searlatina or Searlet Fever, Typhoid or Enterie
Fever, Undulant Fever, Acute Encephalitis, Acute Poliomye-
litis, Chicken Pox, Epidemic Parotitis, Erysipelas, Leprosy,
Measles, Meningococeal Infeetion, Ophthalmia Neonatorum,
Paratyphoid Fever, Pertussis, Puerperal Fever, Rubella, Tra-
¢homa, Tuberculosis (all forms), Venereal disease.

Three hundred and fifty-five cases of infectious disease
were notified from the civil population during the vear rep-
resenting an ineidence of 15.3 per 1,000, and an increase of
44 compared with the preceding vear when the corresponding
ficures were 311 and 13.4.

A wide-spread epidemiec of Whooping Cough accounted
for 202 of the total notifications and marred what would
otherwise have been a very low prevalence of infaetious
diseases,

The incidence of Measles incereased rapidly towards the
end of the year. Out of a total of 50 notifieations, 40 were
received during the months of Novembher and December.
This sudden inerease has proved the prelude to an epidemic
outhreak of the disease.

There was a sharp fall in the incidence of Undulant Fever
which had been unusually prevalent in 1953 and 1954 when
16 and 12 notifications were received respectively.,  Three
cases were notified in™~1955,

A single ease of Diphtheria was notified.

Only two deaths from infections discases were reported
and both were attributed to Pulmonary Tubereunlosis,

The following tables show the incidence of infections
diseases for the decades 1930-9 and 1945-54.

1930.9

1930 | 1931 l 19352 | 1933 | 1934 | 1435

19536 ‘ 1937 | 1938 | 1939 | average

J93 1 302

1,144 2H) .'I’!I-Il 241 | ITT‘ 119 | =56 93 1 4309

2% .



1945-54

mml 1946 IH-IT| 1948 | 1949 | 1950 | 1951 | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 | Average

322 | 311 ] 3192

151 I 225 ] 836 ] 462 |

Ifl‘." 105 lﬁﬁ‘ 252

1955 = 355

Note: One hundred ecases of infeetious diseases whieh
were notified from families of service personnel and ecasual
visitors or who were hrought into town for treatment are not
included in the data recorded above.

Notifications received from all civilian sourees therefore
totalled 4535 representing a crude incidenee rate of 18.3 per
thousand total population.

Pulmonary Tuberculosis

Twenty eases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis, nine males and
eleven females, were notified during the year. There were
two deaths. This represents a deerease of five in the ineid-
ence and eight in mortality as compared with 1954, when
the corresponding figures were twenty-five and ten.

The incidence and mortality rates were 0.86 and 0.08 per
thousand population respectively. The corresponding figures
for 1954 were 1.08 and 0.43.

It 18 encouraging to note that with the exception of the
vears 1948 and 1950 when seventeen and nineteen notifica-
tions were received respeectively, the incidence is the lowesi
sinee the repatriation of the civil population in 1945, and par-
twuldrh gratifying that the mortality is the lowest regist-
ered since 1891 when n-vmds are first available.

Of the total numhet- of persons concerned, three males
and a female were under 15 years of age, three males and
nine females were in the 15 and under 45 vear groups, and
three males and a female were 45 years of age or older.

The voungest patient notified was 13 months old and the
oldest 70 years.

In each of four instances parent and offspring were in-
volved, the latter having acguired the disease from the for-
mer. Two of these families were living in unsuitahle and
overcrowded homes and cireumstances were aggravated in
one of them by the bread winner having heen unemployed for
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a considerable time. A young female 25 years of age was
probahly infeeted by her hrother who had died from the dis-
ease six months previously.

The source of infection in the other patients remained
undetermined.

The two deaths which ocenrred coneerned two male per-
sons aged 43 and 63 vears respectively.

The faecilities for free radiological examination of prospec-
tive employees on appliecation to the Director of Labour and
Welfare which were first provided in 1952 remained avail-
able throughout the year, hut the response cannot be consid-
ered to have been satisfactory.

I cannot again too strongly urge employers, particularly
parents, to avail themselves of these zrrvangements which
have bheen made principally to proteet yvoung children from
being infected with tubereulosis by nursemaids and other
servants with whom they may come in intimate contaet.

Details of radiological sereening of domestic servants
for the years 1952-5 are shown in the following table which
has been kindly supplied by the Director of Labour and
Welfare.

Radiological Screening of Domestic Servants Period 1952-5

1952 | 1953 | 1954 | 1955

New entrants to domestic
service in Gibraltar ...... 21 110 20 2

Domestic servanis transferring
from one emplover to

I AT e 1290 | 223 99 1 113
Domestic servants already in

emplovment sereened afi L ] i

employer’s request  ......... i o (s 48
'r".tul E!ll!ﬁlll_"‘-!‘ ?"'l_-!":l-'l}]'\q[ _________ ]:7 35? LH\}:; ]ﬁrlg-
Number found unfit ............ Nil 5 1 Nil

Non-Respiratory Tuberculosis

No notifications of non-respiratory Tubereulosis were
received in 1955.

Note: Fourteen cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis in-
volving one death which were notified from sections of the
population with which these statisties are not eoncerned are
not included in the above data.
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Incidence and Mortality from Pulmonary Tuberculosis
1935-1939 and 1945-1955

Year  Cases Deaths Incidence per  Deaths per
thousand thousand
1935 23 15 — 0.88
*1936 30 19 1.90 1.20%(T.B. Offieer
appointed )
1937 a4 21 1.74 1.08
1938 o 16 0.39 0.79
1939 16 14 0.8 e
(‘ivil population evacuated during the War
1945 42 T 2.4 0.4
1946 30 G 155 0.31
1947 31 T 1.52 0.34
1948 17 12 0.72 0.51
1949 22 8 .89 0.32
1950 19 G 0.76 0.24
1951 22 6 1.04 .28
" 1952 28 4 1.26 0.18
1953 23 T 0.92 0.28
1954 . 25 10 1.08 0.43
1955 20 e 0.86 0.08

Enteric Fever

Five cases of Typhoid and three of Para-Typhoid Fever
were netified during the year. Two of the patients suffer-
ing from Para-Typhoid contracted the disease from a rela-
tive who was being treated in the house. The souree of the
other infections remained undetermined, and it can only he
surmised that the persons concerned aequired the disease
pither during visits to places in the vieinity where enterie fe-
vers are prevalent or from inadequately washed fruits or
salads imported from such places.

Pertussis

The inerease in the prevalence of Whooping Cough whieh
ocenrred in the last gquarter of 1954 developed into a wide-
spread epidemic whieh starting earvly in January continued
unabated until November of the vear under review and pro-
duced a total of two hundred and two notifications. The
disease was generally benign and there were no deaths.

There are sound reasons to consider that this ficure does
not represent the true incidence of the disease, for owing to
‘he mildness of the elinical manifestations in a considerable
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number of children, a doetor was not ealled in and thus they
escaped notification. Some of these were eventually discov-
ered hecause of their failure to attend school.

The control of a disease such as this where the symp-
toms may be so mild as to render it almost mdastmguﬁ]mhle
from a common eold and which has a considerable period of
high infectivity before its true nature becomes evident, pre-
sents almost unswrmountable difficulties. The only real and
praetical solution to the problem would appear to he pre-
ventive vacecination of all infants at an early age, but unfor-
tunately a protective vaccine of proven efficacy eomparable to
the diphtheria prophylactic vaceines now in common use and
which ean be adopted for a mass immunization scheme has
not yet heen produced. It is hoped however, that as a resut
of researches and Iﬂrge scale trials which are hein{.!; embark-
ed upon such a vaceine w:ll hecome availahle in the not too
distant future.

Measles

Fifty cases of Measles were notified during the year.
Forty occurred in the months of November and December,
This inereased ineidence has sinee developed into an epidemic
outbreak of the disease. Five notifications of German Measles
were also received.

Chicken Pox

("hicken Pox was prevalent in January. Twenty out of a
total of thirty-cight notifieations for the vear were received
during that month.

Scarlet Fever

Thirteen sporadie cases were notified.

Diphtheria

For the seecond year in sueeession only one case of Diph-
theria was notified.

Notwithstanding the efforts hy the Publie Health Depart-
ment to persuade parents to protect their children against
Diphtheria by aceepting the facilities offered for the purpose,
the proportion of infants who are being immunized ecompared
with the number born is insignificant, and a progressively
increasing population of susceptible children is heing evolved
which will eventually provide fertile soil for a widespread
outhreak of the disease.
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It may be that the almost negligible incidence of Diph-
theria in this city since the repatriation has ereated a sense
of security or complaceney amongst parents who have never
experienced any of its terrors, which is quite natural and
understandable, but it should be appreeiated that the danger
is ever present for the disease is normally endemie in the
towns in the vieinity, in faet, [ am informed that it has been
abnormally prevalent during the year under review, and con-
sidering the close intercourse existing between our people and
these communities, it is providential that Gibraltar has been
spared from a serious outhreak up to date.

The following extract from a message from the Chiefl
Medical Officer of the Ministry of Health, Sir John Charles,
to Medieal Officers of Health and others working in the field
of Child Welfare which is ineluded in a hrochure regarding
diphtheria prophylaxis in England published by the Ministry
should provide convineing evidence of the effectiveness of the
anti-diphtheria vaccines which are being used and may per-
hiaps serve to encourage parents to have their children pro-
tected against this killing disease:—

“Since 1940, 11,500,000 children have been immunized
against diphtheria and the ineidence has fallen from a
yvearly average of 58,000 eases with 2,800 deaths in the
yvears 1930-39, to 167 eases with nine deaths i 1954."

Undulant Fever
Three notifieations were received between July and
September.

Acule Poliomyelitis

Two sporadie cases of paralytiec poliomyelitis were noti-
fied from the civil population during the year. The patients
coneerned were school children, a male aged 5 years and a
female aged 6 yvears. A ease of non-paralytic poliomyelitis
in a male child aged 10 years was notified from sources out-
side the scope of these statistics.

No secondary cases oecurred.

Trachoma

Five notifications were received.

Dysentery

For the second year in succession no notifieations of
Bacillary Dysentery were received from the eivil population.
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Seven indigenous sporadie cases were however notified
from sources with which these statisties are not con-
cerned, which suggests that the absence of notifications from
the eivil population does not represent the true incidence ol
the disease, and it ean only be surmised that the ¢linieal
manifestations are so benign and respond so readily to treat-
ment with modern drugs that the true nature of the infee-
tion is not recognised in a considerable number of cases.

No cases of Amoebie Dysentery were notified from the
eivil population or landed from the Bay.

Smallpox

No cases of Smallpox oceurred in Gibraltar nor were any
landed from the Bay during 1955.

Vaccinations
Number of children born ....coovvvvrinnnn... L AL Svs 291%*
Number who died before vaceination ........cooeevvne. 5
Number who left Gibraltar bhefore vaceination ... 12
Number certified as insusceptible to vaecination 6
Vaceination postponed on medical grounds ......... il

Number suceessfully vaceinated

{echildren horn in 1955 ...260
Objectors to vaceination ................. R o g NIL
I B 3 ) S ey e T e T 101

(*includes 18 non-residents)

In addition twenty-three children from Service families,
eleven children born outside Gibraltar, and one hundred and
seventeen who for various reasons had not been vaceinated
or whose vaccinations had been postponed on aceount of ill-
ness were also vaccinated.

Thus four hundred and eleven children were vaceinated
which together with two hundred and forty-four re-vaceina-
tions performed on children who had attained the age of
twelve years and seventy-four on other persons for purposes
concerned with the International Sanitary Reegulations cons.
titute a total of seven hundred and twenty-nine vaceinations
carried out during the vear. Of these, six hundred and
eighty-nine were performed by the Public Vacecinator.

There have been no objectors to vaeecination,  Of the
one hundred and one outstanding, seventy-one had not at-
tained the age of three months and notices were served on the
remaining thirty.
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Rabies

No ecases of Rabies oceurred in Gibraltar durving 1955,

The brain of a eat which had died under suspicious eir
cumstances was examined at the Pasteur Institute at Tangiers
and reported clear of Rabhies,

The elinical diagnosis of Rabies was confirmed histolo-
aically and by animal inoculation at the said Institute in the
case of a dog which had hitten the owner (a British subjeet)
and two other persons in Spain who were all subjected to
anti-rabie treatment, whilst investigations of the brain of
another suspected dog which had bitten a veterinary sur-
geon, also in Spain, failed to establish the presence of this
disease.

The endemicity of Rabies in the neighbouring Spanish
Territory renders Gibraltar particularly vulnerable to the
disease and warrants the utmost vigilanee and striet enforce-
ment of eontrol measures to prevent its introduetion into the
City. ) .

The intensive customary annual four weeks campaign de-
signed to reduce the number of stray and often diseased
eats was not waged 1 1955,

In its stead arrangements were made with the (iibraltar
Branch of the Royal “-‘;-:}meh for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals whereby the Society in consideration of 3 grant
from the Couneil undertook to maintain a continuous control
over the eat population by their Inspector throughout the year,
and judging from the marked reduetion in the number of
stray mangy animals seen ahout the streets, it would appear
that the measures adopted are proving effective.

A total of 519 cats and 33 dogs have been either sur-
rendered by their owners or seized heeause they were owner-
less or diseased by the Inspector and humanely destroyved in
the Society’s Animal (linie during the year

I am indebted to the Commissioner of Police who is in
charge of the Government Quarantine Kennels, where dogs
and cats are detained under observation and humanely des-
troved if unclaimed, for the following information about the
work done there during the year.



Number of stray dogs admitted ................ . 55
Number of stray dogs claimed by owners .... 17
Number of stray dogs ninhtmvu] B A TR
Number of dogs detained after hltmg persons ... 10
Number of dogs elaimed by owners .................. 49
Number of dogs destroyed ......... e e A 1
Number of dogs detained as contact of rabies ... 1
Number of dogs detained in transit ...............105
Number of dogs detained in Quarantine ....... A |
Number of dogs humanely destroyed at owner’s

FRQUEHE T i s e sataais e e ik S R S TGRS 40
Number of stray cats admitted ..................... 30
Number of stray cats claimed by owners ...
Number of stray cats destroyed ............ - 30
Number of cats detained after lntmg,’wratehmg 3
Number of cats claimed by owners .................. 2
Number of cats destroyed ........c.cccvvviecenincnranes 1
Number of cats detained in transit ............ Bt 18
Number of eats humanely destroyed ............ B [

Influenza

No epidemie outhreak oceurred during the yvear.
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INVESTIGATION AND PREVENTION OF OTHER
DISEASES

e . S— —

INSECT VECTORS
Flies

With the exception of a few i1solated mmstances when fol
lowing complaints breeding places were discovered and
eliminated, flies have not proved troublesome during 1955.

Routine measures for the control of flies were intensified
early in Spring and continued throughout the hot season.
Pamphlets were distributed and all householders were reques-
ted to co-operate in eliminating sourees of attraction fo flies,
whilst adviee was given to food caterers on appropriate mea-
sures to safeguard foodstuffs from contamination hy these
insects.

Nine hundred and eighty-three gallons of a five per eent
solution of D D T prepared in the Publie Health Department
for use in sprayers were sold to the publie.

Mosquitoes

Though the central districts of the Town were compara-
tively free from mosquitoes, these insects were unusually pre-
valent and a frequent source of nuisances in the I\nrth and
South Distriets particularly during the Spring and Summer.
Routine eontrol measures were intensified in Spring and car-
ried out in close co-ordination with the services sanitary
personnel resulting in the destruetion of troublesome hreed-
ing places and foei of infestation.

All anti- mn*-;qmtn measures were carried out by the regular
sanitary staff without the employment of extra personnel.

One hundred and fifty specimens were taken for identifi-
cation, the following speeies heing found:—

Culex pipiens ............ ... 107 (between Jan. and Dee.)
Theohaldia longiareolata 43 (between Jan. and Sept.)
Aédes argenteus ............. Nil

Notwithstanding careful searches for breeding places
known to be favoured hy Aédes argenteus in and near domes-
tic dwellings, no inseet of this species has for the fifth year
in suceession bheen found among the specimens collected for
identifieation.
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As this is the only indigenous mosquito in Gibraltar
which constitutes a danger of disease to the eommunity be-
cause of its being the vector of Yellow Fever, the continued
freedom of the Town is partieularly significant and gratifying.

During 21,854 visits of inspeetion, two hundred and fifty-
five hreeding places were found and destroyed as follows:—

Tubs i
| e e g SRRt 63
T Ea T 1 | S Bl
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RODENT CONTROL

('lose co-ordination eontinued to be maintained through-
out the year between the civilian and serviees personnel
engaged in the planning and implementation of all measures
adopted to control rodent infestation, thereby ensuring the
maximum efficiency as well as the most economical use of
haits and poisons.

Field trials were carried out with Warfarin and other
anti-coagulant rodenticides to assess their effectiveness under
loeal conditions compared to Zine Phosphide and Arsenic
which are normally used by the Department. The results
suggest that for the treatment of some places and under cer-
tain speeific environmental conditions the anti-coagulants
may prove a valuable adjuvant to the poisons of proved effi-
cacy which are in use at present, but that they are not likely
to provide a substitute which ean be adopted for general use
in their stead. Further trials are being condueted.

Judging from the complaints received and the marked
preponderance of ecareasses of mice recovered, it would ap-
pear that these vermin constitute the principal factor in the
rodent infestation and that the rat population is being satis-
factorily controlled. This must not however be construed to
Justify any relaxation of the rodent control measures.

Sewers storm water drains and electricity and telephone
pits were disinfested on several occasions with satisfactory
results.

A total of 48,843 points were prebaited and 22,238 poi-
son haits were laid in 920 premises by the combined teams
during the vear from which 12,383 takes were recorded, the
estimated kill being 3,007.

The carcasses of 852 Mus musculus and 54 Rattus rattus
were recovered in the course of these operations. The ear-
casses of eleven rats which were examined in the City Coun-
cil Laboratories were reported to be free from plague baeilli.

The Anti-Rat Co-Ordinating Commitfee met four times
during the year.
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PORT HEALTH WORK

Maritime

The Colonial Govermment are responsible for the eontrol
of the port health work which is carried out by two medical
practitioners employed part time as Health Officers, together
with a number of Boarding Officers under the administrative
direetion of the Captain of the Port.

Under the provisions of the Quarantine Ordinanece, the
Medical Officer of Health is also vested with the status of a
Health Officer and is thereby empowered to hoard ships.
examine persons suspeeted of suffering or who are suffering
from infectious diseases, and impose quarantine restrictions
it and when necessary.

I am indebted to the Captain of the Port for the follow-
ing imformation relating to the work of this Department dur-
ing 1955.

Number of ships entered during 1955 ............... 5,107
Number of ships visited by the Health Officer ... 138

Number of patients landed,

Itom. Bratish BBIDE - ..occimbsommeisespsn . 00
from Foreign Ships ......... PR s 71

of these patients, five were suffering or suspected to be suf-
fering from infeetious diseases.

Air

The Air Port is under the control of the Royal Air Force,
and the Senior Medical Officer, who 1s vested with the status
and powers of a Health Officer, is responsible for matters

eoncerning the sanitation of the port and of all service air-
eraft.

The Colonial Government are responsible for the sani-
tary control, disinfection and disinseetization of Civil Air-
craft,

In April 1955 the duties of Air Port Medical Officer which
had been performed hitherto by a General Medical Practi-
tioner employed part-time were undertaken by a  full-time
(Colonial Hospital Medical Officer as part of his general duties
and are carried out under the administrative direction of the
Chief Medieal Officer to the Colonial Government, who is
also vested with the status and powers of a Health Officer.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES

I am indebted to the Uity Engineer, Mr. W. E. Chiappe,
AMICE., AM.I Mun. E., for assistance in the preparation
of this part of the report.

WATER SUPPLY
Potable Water

The population obtain potable water by two methods
(a) from roof eatchments and underground tanks attached
to each individual house, and (b) from the City Couneil’s
supply. The latter is distributed mainly direct by pipes
through permanent meters, but a small proportion is drawn
by bueket or barrel from the Couneil’s street fountains. The
demand for supplies from fountains is decreasing in conse-
quence of the large number of premises whieh are being
provided with direet supplies from the City Couneil mains,
In addition potable water is supplied to private underground
tanks during the dry season through temporary meters and
flexible hoses and in smaller quantities by tank lorry to those
consumers whose premises are not within a reasonable dis-
tance from the distributing mains,

All barrels are sterilized at weekly intervals. The
sanifary staff are constantly on the wateh for possible pol-
lation of underground tanks. Samples from one hundred

and three suspected tanks were taken in 1955,

Due to heavy rains in Febrnary and Marvch, the dry sea-
son started with reservoirs full and by running one evaporator
throughout the dry season and pumping continuously from
wells it was neither necessary to import water as in previous
vears nor to restrict supplies to merchant shipping.

Yield from wells was normal. The Base Exchange
Water Softening Plant continued to funetion throughout the
vear. The hardness of well water is redueed from approx-
imately thirty-two degrees to zero, then blended with raw
water to the optimum degree of hardness, viz, ten degrees.
The blended water alter chloramination is pumped into a
service tank and then lifted into the Couneil’s reservoirs for
distribution to the publie, after it has been subjected to a
baecteriologieal examination to establish its purity.

Fifty-five million gallons were issued during the wear
from various Council’s sources.
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Rainfall at the eatechments during the calendar year 1955
totalled 53.84 inches.

The supply of boiler water to Shipping from Couneil’s
sources at the Watering Jetty was maintained throughout the
year,

Brackish Water

Brackish water is supplied by the Couneil for general
sanitary purposes, fire fighting and other requirements.

The quantity of brackish water pumped during the year
amounted to some 424,000,000 gallons,

Collection and Disposal of Refuse

Domestic refuse is collected and disposed of daily by the
City Couneil.

In addition to an average of 28 tons of domestie refuse
which is colleeted by the Council’s seavenging lorries and
disposed of daily at the Refuse Destruetor, approximately
6 tons of trade refuse, econsisting of tobaeco dust, wood
shavings, saw dust, waste paper, coffee waste, ete., are ear-
ried by private lorries to the Destructor and dealt with
every day.

Sewage Disposal

The whole of the sewage of Gibraltar eventually dis-
charges into the sea at Europa Point Ontfall.

Numerous storm overflows exist along the line of the
main sewer and come into operation during times of heavy
floods. The configuration of the Rock is such that very large
volumes of storm water vapidly reach the lower levels and
the main sewer is then taxed to the utmost. The rate of run
off is such that during heavy rains houlders and mueh silt
reach the sewers.

The new sewer and sewage pumps installed at North
Front are working satisfactorily.

The quantity of sewage and storm water pumped from
low level during 1955 amonnted fo approximately 164,000,000
eallons.

Public Highways and Street Cleansing

The recommendations of the Colonial Tiaison Officer for
Road Research which were adopted by the Couneil in Nov-
ember, 1953 were implemented during 1954,
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The plant recommended was reeceived late in the vear
and was put into use early in 1955, The plant comprises a
heavy diesel road roller, a mechanical bhinder distributor, two
tailboard gritting attachments and a dual purpose asphalt
mixing plant. The mixing plant was installed at a site above
(Catalan Bay and manufacture of asphalt started during the
latter part of the year.

Patehing and potholing was earried out to maintain pu-
hlie highways in as good a eondition as possible.

The widening of the stretch of Europa Road lying bet-
ween South Barrack Road junetion and the south end of The
Mount is well in  hand and should be completed in 1956.
Other road improvements were carried out along (Glaecis and
Inundation Roads as a continuation of Queensway.

Flushing of streets was ecarried out periodically and
intensified during the dry season.

Sweeping of streets was done in the normal way and a
high degree of cleanliness was maintained.

Public Baths

The Tarik hot and cold fresh water slipper baths are
open the year round, and the Sea Bathing Establishment ai
Montagu continued to be well patronized in summer. Fresh
water shower baths introduved a few years ago, have hecome
inereasingly popular.

Eastern Beach which is much favoured by the residents
is controlled by the City Council during the bathing season.
A boat patrols the beach throughout the day and two cha-
lets provided with sanitary accommodation are available free
‘of charge to bathers for use as changing rooms. These are
kept open until half an hour after sunset.
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WORK OF THE SANITARY DEPARTMENT

The summary of work done by the Sanitary Inspectors
shows that twelve thousand, two hundred and seventy-nine
house-to-house inspeetions and six general inspections were

earried out during the yvear,

These include two hundred and six investigations for the
purpose of reporting on the living conditions of applicants
for accommodation iIn Government owned premises under-
taken at the request of the Commissioner of Lands and
Works or because of complaints made to the Public Health
Department by persons living in overerowded homes. They
also inelude five hundred and nine inspeetions to determine
the fitness of premises of applicants for permission to sub-
let eivilian accommodation which were referred for investi-
gation to the Department by the Authorities eoneerned.

In the course of these inspeetions two thousand, seven
hundred and seventy-eight nuisances were found and ahated.

An epidemie outhreak of Whooping Cough and a high
srevalenee of Measles towards the end of the year severely
taxed the Department’s Inspectorate. Seven hundred and
twenty-seven visits were made to investigate notified eases ol
these and other infectious diseases.

Eating houses, bakeries and other food eatering esta-
blishments were inspected on one thousand, six hundred and
seventy-seven oceasions, whilst eighty visits wera paid to
dairies and two hundred and forty-eight to mineral water
factories,

Une hundred and four samples of food were taken and
analvzed in the Uity Council Publiec Heaith Laboratories.

Legal proceedings were instituted against a purveyor and
a vendor of milk which was found to have heen adulterated
by the addition of water, and against thres house swners for
non-compliance with the reguirements of Notices served on
them for the abatement of statutory nuisances. Judegment
was obtained against the offenders in every ecase,



Summary of Work done by the Sanitary Inspectors

Complaints received:

7, 1)1y 2 R PR SR Gl S WO

Premises Inspected;

Fararal. INERBEEIOTY .. 05 il it me s

House-to-house inspection ...........co0iivve000e... 12,279

Statutory Notices:

Served

Nuisances Found:

B ateative  OBBINE. o b th b oo ox b SRR s s
D bstruoted (APRIIS | s int o assersumse i s solobs sushs
Irafeeiive: WE.GB: G iRd LAl b e,
Defeethre W0 Abfimpe ooyl s v,
Defeotive water Attings' v L LAl il
Defective rainwater PIPe8 .........--csverssscsmasies
Defective eavesgutters ......... R L
Defective ' ToofB ... .. ..incsesmes e SR
Defeetive wall plaster ..... B4 AR B ]
5 I i 1 R S e Lo Rl B
Defective yard paving
D pneas Bt ik cenalsc bea sakaest ik anennio
Premises dirty ......... Bl e L (N, 50
Defective ob Do dusthin .l vaieiisisidithinesnins
Dther minor defeets ...,
Suspected pollution of water in

underground tank ...
Underground tank not inseet proof ...............
Brackish water tank not inseet proof

or no cover ...

Brackish water running to waste ..................
Street water fittings found defective ............
Premises disinfected for infectious disease......
Premises disinfected for vermin, ete. ............
Articles disinfected at Disinfecting Station .
Visits of enquiry re Infectious Disease .........
(‘ases removed in the Ambulance:

Loeal ... e T

R i o v bk gk e e
Samples of food and drugs taken for analysis
Samples of water taken for analysis ............
Yigitn to milE BRhodB et i e
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118
56
104
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127
23
9
36
40
248
T47

103
24

3
142
70
39
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Visits to eating houses, bakeries, ete. ......... 1,677
Visits to mineral water factories .................. 248
Visits to barber shops ........ T - L)
Visits to premises on which n{:t,me fm abate-

ment of nuisance has heen served and are

revisited for the purpose of asceriaining

if requirements are bheing eomplied with 3,394

Vacecination notices served ........ccoviviiinianess 307
Legal proceedings instituted ...........ooveeeiennnn. H

Fcod condemned as unsound:
Vide Food in Relation to Health and Disease page 53.

Lodging Houses:
There are no common lodging houses in Gibraltar,
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FOOD IN RELATION TO HEALTH AND DISEASE

The Public Markets

Further improvements were effected to the Meat Hall
during 1955. The only fruit and vegetable stall remaining
in the Meat Hall was converted into a meat stall and the Hall
1s now used exclusively for the sale of meat and certain meat
produets. Two wash-basins with running water have been
provided in the Meat Hall for the use of stall-holders and a
small weighing machine installed near the Fish Market where
customers can have the weight of articles bought retail
checked gratis on application to the Inspector on duty.

For reasons outside the Markets Department control,
was not found possible to effect the painting and re- ﬂuu:mg
of the Meat Hall which were scheduled to have bheen com-
pleted during the year, but it is anticipated that these toge-
ther with painting of the poultry market and repairs or re-
newal of the pavement of some of the allevs will he done
early in 1956.

Food

Supplies of food have been adequate thronghout the year.

Meat

Frozen meat and offal continued to be imported from the
United Kingdom and Australia jointly with supplies destined
for the Services, stored in refrigerators by the Army Author-
ities and issued to the butehers as and when required., Con-
siderable quantities were also imported privately from the
same sources by the butehers.

The retail prices of frozen beef ranged from 1/7d to 3/3d a
pound, according to quality and cut, mmtton from 1/5d to
3/- a pound and veal from 2/9d4 to 3/6d a pound. Frozen
pork imported from Australia was sold at 3/4d a pound.

The prices of offal ranged from 1/5d te 3/- a pound
according to kind.

Substantial amounts of fresh veal and pork were occas-

ionally imported from Spain and retailed at 3/6d to 4/- a
pound and 3/4d to 3/9d a pound respectively.
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Small quantities of Kosher meat were also imported by
special arrangements from Spain and Tangiers for the exelu-
sive use of the Hebrew Community.

Supplies of poultry from Spain have been adequate, pri-
ces ranging from 2/9d to 3/- a pound, and small quantities
of game were available when in season. Frozen poultry and
rahbits have also been imported from Australia.

Eggs

Adequate supplies have been imported from Spain and
Moroceo throughout the year, prices ranging from 3/2d to
5/6d a dozen.

Fruit and Vegetables

Abundant supplies of fresh fruit and vegetables mostly
of excellent quality have heen introdueed from Spain through-
out the year and sold at the Markets, shops in town or in the
streets by licensed itinerant vendors. The average number
of licenses issued daily during the year was fifty-eight. The
corresponding fieure for 1954 was sixty.

Fish

Ilmportations of fish from Spain showed a considerable
inerease as compared with the preceding year. An aver-
age of 2,850 pounds were imported daily as ecompared with
2,280 in 1954. Supplies were varied and generally of good
quality, whilst prices though subject to fluetuations inciden-
tal to the availability of supplies versus demands from the
publie and to weather and other conditions outside the con-
trol of the Markets Authorities, have on the whole eompared
favourably with those obtaining in Spain.

Suhstantial quantities have also been bhrought to the
Markets by owners of loeal fishing boats and small amounts
from Catalan Bay Village.

All fish was inspeeted hy the Markets Inspeetors before
it was exposed for sale in the Markets or allowed to be
taken into the streets for sale by licensed itinerant fish
vendors.

The average number of licenses issued daily to itinerant
fish vendors was 22, three less than in 1954,

Milk

Though small guantities of fresh cows and goats milk
amounting on an average to about one hundred and forty li-
tres a day were imported from Spain, supplies may he said to
have been essentially tinned produets — condensed or eva-
porated.
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Reconstituted milk processed loeally from skimmed milk
powder by the addition of edible fats and vitamins and sub-
sequently pasteurized has also been available during the
year,

All fresh milk must eonform with the standards pres-
eribed by the Milk and Dairies Bye-laws which also require
that it be heated to a temperature of 200°F for twenty minu-
tes or pasteurized in Gibraltar before il is exposed for sale
to the publie. Dairies were visited regularly by the Sanitary
Inspectorate and frequent samples were taken and analyzed
to ensure the highest standards of hygiene and cleanliness
%msslihle and striet compliance with the requirements of the
we-laws.,

On one oceasion legal proceedings were instituted against
a milk purveyor and a vendor for selling milk adulterated
with water and both were convicted and fined,

Groceries

supplies of groceries imported from the United Kingdom
and other sources have heen adequate and of satisfactory
quality.

Ice-Cream

All premises wherein iee-creams are manufactured must
he registered with the City Couneil in aceordance with the
provisions of the Food and Drugs Ordinance, and these
establishments were inspected by the Medical Officer of
Health personally hefore such registration was effected.

The manufaeture and eonditions of sale of ice-ereams
was strietly controlled to ensure the highest standards of
eleanliness and hygiene possible. Frequent visits were
paid regularly to establishments concerned with this trade
by the Department’s Inspectors, and samples takea and ex-
amined at the Couneil’s Publie Health Laboratories.

The methylene blue test recommended by the Ministry
of Health and generally in use in the United Kingdom for the
erading of ice-ecreams has now been adopted as a routine
measure and the great majority of the samples taken were
found satisfactory. One firm whose produets failed to at-
tain grades I and II on several oeceasions were warned and
remedial measures mstituted.

‘onsiderable guantities of ice-eream manufactured by re-
putable firms in Great Britain were also imported regularly
during the hot season. The sale of these products is eondi-
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tional to their being sold in the original sealed wrappers or
containers as issued by the manufacturers and subjeet to the
same sanitary requirements as those produeced loeally.

Eating Houses, Confectioneries and Cafes

All premises wherein meat or fish is prepared hy any
process of cooking or which are used for the preparation or
manufacture of sausages, potted, pressed, pickled or preser-
ved food must be registered with the City Couneil in com-
pliance with the provisions of the Food and Drugs Ordinance,
whilst purveyors and vendors of refreshments, confectionery,
cakes ,sweets, fruit or shell fish as well as the premises used
for these trades must be registered under the Council’s Food
Bye-laws.

All food eatering establishments were inspected regu-
larly at frequent intervals by the Department’s Inspectors.
Umne thousand, six hundred and seventy-seven visits were paid
during the year in the course of which advice was given to the
owners on food hygiene and on all matters concerning the
storing, handling and preparation of food destined for hu-
man consumption.

Though in the majority of these establishments the stan-
davds of eleanliness may be said to be fair, in others there is
still much scope for improvement; particularly is this the ease
in some grocery shops, small tea-rooms and snaek bhars where
conditions and the handling of food often leave much to be
desired. It may he said however, that on the whole the res-
ponse of food caterers to representations made by Inspectors
has been satisfactory and their attitude co-operative. Only
in one instance was it found necessary to issue a stern warn-
ing to the owner of a café where snacks were being served,
and where conditions in the kitechen and the handling of food
were repeatedly found objectionable, before remedial measu-
res were taken.

Food Poisoning

No notifications of food poisoning were received from the
civil population during the year. This can only be interpre-
ted as indicating the non-oceurrence of a major outhreak of
this condition, for there are sound reasons to believe that
many individual and small familial incidents occur which
eseape notifieation.

i |
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Food Legislation — New Bye-Laws, viz. the Food (General)
Bye-Laws, 1955, Markets Bye-Laws, 1955 and the Pedlars and
Street Vendors Bye-Laws, 1955 were made by the Couneil
towards the end of the year under review and were pres-
eribed to ecome into operation on the 1st January, 1956.

These bye-laws which have been made under the powers
vested in the Couneil by the Food and Drugs Ordinance and
the Markets, Hawkers and Pedlars Ordinance respeetively
are closely interrelated and complementary. They preseribe
measures to ensure hyvgiene and cleanliness in the storing,
preparation, handling and delivery of food under all cirenm-
stances as well as for the prevention of food poisening and
of diseases liable to be spread by food. They also make
provisions for the regulation of the Public Markets and the
control of pedlars and street vendors whatever the nature of
their wares.

Condemnation of Food

The following foods were found unfit for human con-
sumption and eondemned .—.

Health Departmeni Market

Inspectors inspectors
L v AR TR S R B A e AR D 60 pounds
Do i (S ot A PR ek R g y S5 e £ 1 ... 4000 pounds
BOLD: || 03 S cp ks = Surbaais Tip s o M paus s ede oy ihE o1 25 pounds
Bl PREl ol air it i et s s 186 pounds
B Ml ekl e e s fatomsonmien oL o8 smata 13 pounds
Bod Garnamds . oo ovin sk & SRR T 24 pounds
Maetdrelk: PUgAL 0 esmmidt, DG L A BBi., 10 pounds
Bk B mi sl MW DR el .. 10 pounds
Sag Pranti e . S E
Sword Fish' s A g S 4 el s 20 pounds
AT ) s e Rt e o pounds
PTG OO ] R AT S e 40 pounds
Enttlengh. oo cii =i ik i o g A0 pounds
Cockels .......... s DR AR A AR B s s RN .. 80 pounds
1] 1| A AT R TP, = o R A 29 pounds
Fiigepy W LA e ) 32 pounds
b et v S e T et A et et 5,07 1116715
15 1T T o B M e od i e e ... 15 pounds
i T T o . . 26 in number
Sausage Casings ... BT 200 pounds
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Health Department Market
Inspectors Inspecfors

Tinned Ham ...11,320 pounds
Luncheon Meat 1,066 pounds
Sausages ......... 2,006 pounds
Smoked Herrings 684 pounds

Codfish .......... 660 pounds
‘heese ............ 294 pounds
Weliome. #bols dointug 140 pounds
Datel  .iiuiiviess 136 pounnds
Confectionery ... 334 pounds
Corned Beef ...... I8 pounds
Jellied Veal ...... 21 pounds
SRalemi’™ | . 15 pounds
Pork Brawn ..... 78 pounds
Ox Tongue ...... b pounds
Bacon ......ccon 4 pounds
Tarkey ........... 14 pounds
Babies Strained

Foads! sk 12 pounds
Processed Peas . 74 pounds



HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING

A hleek of dwellings “*Heathfield,”” comprising twenty-
four flats which had been placed under construetion at
Witham’s Garden in 1954 was completed and put into ser-
viee during 1955, whilst the erection of a tenement building.
“Tankerville,”” which will provide forty-eight flats was started
during the year. [t is envisaged that these flats will be avail
able for oceupation in 1956, and it is understood that in pur-
suanee of the Housing Seheme the Colonial Governipent wil'
continue to provide sixty flats annually for the following five
vears.

At the end of the vear, one thousand and fifty-seven appli-
eations for aceommodation in Government houses represent
ing three thousand, one hundred and ninety persons were
still outstanding. These figures, however, can only be inter-
preted as providing an approximate estimate of the housing
needs, for all the applicants concerned are not necessarily
living in overcrowded conditions, whilst families are fre-
quently being discovered by the Sanitary Inspectorate in the
course of routine investications related to notified cases of
infectious disease or for other purposes who though living
in overcrowded or otherwise unsatisfactory heunses have for
financial or other private considerations failed to apply for
improved aceommodation. It must also be appreciated that
the standard of accommodation amounting to filty square feet
per person (exeluding ecorridors, sanitary accommodation
and kitehens) which hecanse of the exigencies of the housing
situation has been adopted, is far from ideal and barely
affords sufficient space to provide the minimum amenities
necessary. It is thus evident that thoueh mueh has and is
being done to abate overerowding, the position cannot be
viewed with complacency and presents the most thorny pro-
blem still facing the housing and health authorities,

The problem is further aggravated by the praetice of
subletting which appears to be on the inerease, five hundred
and nine applieations having been investicated and reported
on hy the Publi¢ Health Department eompared with four hun-
dred and twenty-six in the previous year,

v alternate aceommodation Lo
enable neeessary repairs to houses to be effected which 1 have
referred to in previous annual reports is becoming an urgent
necessity and steps to provide sneh aceommodation should be
taken without delay.

The need for temporary
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[ am indebted to the Commissioner of Lands and Works
for the following information respecting the progress of the
Government Housing Programme during the year 1955.

Houses Completed — permanent
Heathfield — 13C and 1D Witham's Road ...24 flats

Houses Under Construction — permanent
Fankerville i isarsvnassanvis-flats

Town Planning

The Central Planning Commission appoinied under the
provisions of the Building (Interim Contrel) Ordinanee con-
tinued to meet regularly during the year. At these Meetings
plans for the ereetion of new buildings, improvements to
existing structures and other constructional projects were
econsidered. The said Ordinance does not in any way detraet
from the powers vested in the City Couneil by the provisions
of the Publie Health Ordinance, and eighty-six applications
for permission to effeet structural alterations to existing pre-
mises or to erect new buildings were considered and reported
on under these powers.



AMBULANCE SERVICE

Two ambulances are maintained by the City Couneil
which though primarily intended for the conveyanes of per-
sons suffering from infectious diseases, constitute the only
Ambulance Serviee for the transport of eivilian patients from
Town and those landed from the Bay.

A total of two hundred and twenty-five patients were
conveyed by the Ambulances during the year, one hundred
and sixty-seven from the Town, and fiftyv-eight who had been
landed from the Bay.

Ten loeal patients and five landed from the Bay were
suffering or suspeeted of suffering from infections diseases,
the others had been involved in aceidents or were suffering
from non-infective conditions.

Local Cases Bay Cases

Tabercalosis  Loaaiendiindalunads v 2
2P A T T e S A WA i A —_
PREOIOTUN . oinsaassscasnnssas S 6 2
Rheumatie Fever ......... i sendea i o e
Typhoid Fever ..... b Ee The R AR e —_ |
RO s ke T I e ALTLEER | -
B, 0] 1o+ L8 Lol ) PO R S SRR 0 N | 9
Heart Disease ...cicciienieceees T T 22 2
Maternity Cages  ....cooceoiitomes e o8 1
Mental Cases ...... e e || 2
Fractures and Injuries .................. 19 15
Miscellaneous (medieal and
surgical eases) ...... Tl 24
167 h8

&
[ =7



DISINFECTION

Disinfection of bedding, clothing, ete., eontinued to he
earried out at the Disinfeetion Station in Line Wall Road.

Table below gives details of the work done at the station
during 1955.

; | I .
! Eﬁg'l Bu]st.argiﬂlﬂ.nkatﬂé |Eﬂuil— Water | S |
Months Matt | and | and Sllaatﬂl ter ‘::-Hr:? | ﬂl‘ia; Total:
resges | Fillows | Quilts | ' | Panet Barrels !
T S e i IR S
| |
. ' I . ;
January | 13 ! 23 20 | 20 3 |200 | 51 | 330
i | | | i "
February 5 8 6| 5 2 1200 | 9 |23
March 6 12 26 {12 | 1 |200 | 14 |271
April 15 12 10 | 9| 3200 [ 24 |273
May 48 8| 8ss |6 | &gl — |38
June i f B el | 7 O 11 (o] (S (- . |
July 16 12 7 {15 | 2 |200 | 19 |20
August ¢ sy 4 | 4| 8 |oig | — |288
September 4 | 4 3 4, [ 2 oot g | 025
October R 2 1 1 =gl 0 | 206
November 2 | 2 OO (R 0N R o0 OO L
December | 3 | 5 7| 5|2 20| 9 2
[ | | | !
e | = i
Totals 127 | 110 | 181 | 90 ‘ 21 !2,431i1m la,o&u
1 | i | |
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MEDICAL WORK DONE FOR THE COUNCIL

One hundred and thirtv-three Council emplovees were
medically examined during the year. The majority were
routine examinations to determine the fitness of applicants
for employment, a few were for the purpose of making re-
commendations related to retirement from the Council’s ser-
viee for reasons of health.

Applicants suspeeted of suffering from Pulmonary Tuber-
culosis were referred to the Colonial Government Medical
Speecialist at King George V. Hospital for radiological exam-
ination.

All workmen engaged in handling tar or tar produets in
the Couneil’s Gas Department were examined for early signs
of tar dermatitis, but no evidence of this condition was found
in any of these employees.

IREALY: o5 ibrig i tnay iEeolin g I Rt F
O P T e Mo SUT . L SRT eI 3
1Y 777 RPNy i s ik COR N e 11
MTIIIT - i s e s S e i 3
157 O PR PR TSRO SO W P e O fi
L) T R S M TR R SR SRRt T o S a4
CLj 1k FATY SO MNP P S I IR T P | 27
NI - o ietocc ffrit st s SR S e ik (K
HETHBIBEE . |, fcoospa B ssmmaiitudhs wsto s\ s 4
Betober o e R e 21
11071 1] i - At e SN Saiohe 3 I 0 | i
DeaptalypIies: b i s e 3

Total ...... 133



OTHER MATTERS CONCERNED WITH THE
HEALTH OF GIBRALTAR

Board of Health

The Advisory Board of Health is a statutory Board cons-
tituted by the Governor under the powers vested in him by the
Publiec Health Ordinance and is the principal co-ordinating
hody in mediecal matters between the Medical Services of Her
Majesty’s Armed Forees, the Colonial Government Medieal
Service, and the Publie Health Service.

The following is a brief summary of the subjeets dis-
cussed and on which recommendations were made at meet-
ings which were held regularly by the Board during the
year:—

Outbreak of Smallpox in France and French Moroeco.

Hygiene in hairdressers shops.

Control of the sale of Antibioties, Sulphonamides, and
Barbiturates,

Supplies of Oxygen for medical purposes.

Designation of Gibraltar as an approved port for the

issue of Deratting Exemption Certificates under the
International Sanitary Regulations.

Matters coneerning Yellow Fever and sanitary charges
under the International Sanitary Regulations.

The safety of a water whiech was being imported into
Gibraltar from a spring in neighbouring Spanish
ferritory.

Exhaust fumes from Motor Vehicles.

General Practitioners Service

The number of medieal practitioners engaged in general
practice appearing on the register on the 31st December,
1955 was seven, representing a ratio of 1 to 3,500 population.

Four of them hold part-time appointments with the Colo-
nial Government which promotes elose co-operation between
the hospitals ,ehild welfare services and the general praeti-
tioners, and redounds to the benefit of hoth patients and
doctors. :

24



Nursing Services

The number of nurses registered under the Nurses Regis-
tration Regulations up to the 31st  December, 1955 was
twenty. Two ol these who are State Registered are no lon-
ger in practice, the rest hold loeal nursing certificates and
are all employed in the Colonial Hospital.

The number of midwives registered under the Midwives
Ordinance remained at five.

These figures do not include the Colonial Nursing Sisters,

There is great need for nurses who are prepared to de-
vote themselves to domieiliary nursing and the preference of
most patients, partienlarly the chronie infirm and aged, to
he treated in their homes together with the inercase in the
use of drugs which must be administered hypodermically,
render the need daily more apparent. The number of eandi-
dates applying for admission to the Government Nurses
Training School whose educational qualifications fulfil the
necessary requirements is small, and those who eventually
suceeed in passing the scheduled examinations and gain ad-
mission to the Register, barely suffice to meet the reguire-
ments of the hospitals and are absorbed by them: further,
the uncertainty of the emoluments and the exigencies inher-
ent to private domieiliary nursing compared with the secure
salary and comparatively regular hours of work and leisure
in hospitals appear to render the former less atiractive, and
unless the number of trainees gualifyine in future exceeds
that required to meet the needs of the hospitals, no impro-
vement can be expeeted in a situation which affords little
cause for complaceney. It is highly desirable and advanta-
geous that the nursing of our sick should be done by nurses
recruited and trained from our own eommunity, m faet, in
view of the world shortage of nurses it will be virtually in-
cumbent on Gibraltar to be self-supporting in this respeect in
the future, and sinee the faecilities for training are available
every effort should be made by way of judicions propaganda
and education as well as by aceording the nurse an accept-
able social status to attraet the right class of candidate to
the profession. I understand that the Eduecational Authori-
ties are co-operating with the Medical Department in per-
suading girls who are about to leave sehool and who possess
the necessary qualifications to join the nursing profession,
and [ trust that the seed being sown will fall on fertile
ground.
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District Medical Services

Sinee April the duties of District Medieal Officer whieh
had been hitherto carried out by a general practitioner em-
ployed part-time have been performed by a full-time Govern-
ment Hospital Medical Officer as part of his general work.
Assisted by two distriet nurses he provides medieal treatment
and eare for the indigent sick and the aged at a special elinic
whieh is held daily in the Exehange Buildings, and by domi-
ciliary visits when necessary.

Legislation relevant to Medical and Public Health Interests
enacted during the year

The Publie Health Ordinance was amended to authorize
the City Council to maintain stocks of vaceines, sera, disin-
fectants and inseetieides, and to supply them to any person
on such terms as they may think fit.

The Building Bye-Laws 1954 made by the Couneil under
the Public Health Ordinance in that year came into operation
on the 1st January, 1955.

Food (General) Bye-Laws, Markets Bye-Laws and Ped-
lars and Street Vendors Bye-Laws were made by the Coun-
¢il under the Food and Drugs Ordinance and the Markets,
Hawkers and Pedlars Ordinance respectively, and appointed
to eome into operation on the 1st January, 1956.

The Hairdressers and Barbers (Public Health) Rules,
1955 which eame into operation on the 26th May, 1955 pres-
eribe standards of cleanliness and hygiene for Hairdressers
and Barbers shops and personnel.,

The Colonial Hospital Rules, 1955 which came into
foree on the 1st July, 1955 preseribe conditions for the admis-
sion and treatment of patients and a schedule of fees there-
for.

The Colonial Hospital (Board of Visitors) Rules, 1955
preseribe the constitution, functions and powers of the
Board.

The Social Insuranee Ordinanee, 1955 and the Non-Con-
tributory Soeial Insurance Benefit Ordinance, 1955 whieh
eame into effect on the 3rd October, 1955 provide for old age
pensions, maternity grants, widows’ benefits, guardians’ al-
lowanees, nnemployment benefits and death grants.

The Young Persons Ordinanee, 1955 makes provisions for
the protection, eustody and welfare of young persons. A
young person is defined as a person under seventeen years
of age.
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Dangerous Drugs Ordinance.—An Order made under this
Ordinance preseribes that Part Il shall apply to Diethyl-
thiambutene, 1-Methyl-4-phenylpiperidine-4-carboxylie acid
isopropy! ester and Normethadone, their salts and any pre-
paration or substance containing any proportion of the Drugs.

International Sanitary Regulations. The Port of Gibral-
tar has been designated and approved for the issue of De-
ratting Exemption Certificates under the provisions of these
Regulations.









PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORIES

Report of the Pathologist-Analyst, Gibraltar.

Eighteen thousand, five hundred and seventy-four inves-
tigations were ecarried out on specimens submitted to the
Laboratorvies during the year 1955. This represents an ine-
rease of seven hundred and six over the total recorded the
previous year. Because laboratory tests are getting more
complex and time consuming as further progress is made in
the praetice and technique of pathology, the numerical ine-
rease in investigations over that of last year does not
represent adequately the extra work put in by the Staff.

Private practitioners submitted more specimens, and the
total investigations earried out for their patients were six
hundred over the previous year’s total. Work done for the
Medical Department of the Colonial Government also showed
an inerease over the previous year, this was however halanced
by a decrease in the numher of tests carried out for H.M.
Navy. '

The main improvement to the laboratory equipment for
the year was the purchase of an EE.I. Flame Photometer.
Modern medicine requires the prompt estimation by the laho-
ratory of the blood electrolytes. The estimation of the se-
rum sodium and potassium by the photometer and of the CO?
combining power by the Van Slyke technigue which are ear-
ried out in our laboratory now furnishes the elinieian with
information about their patients chemistry which is life sav-
ing in many eases,

The running of a water bath at 20°C for the Methylene
Blue test for bacteriological grading of ice-creams presented
a problem during the summer months when the temperature
of the running water hovered around the 26°C mark. This
has heen satisfactorily overcome by placing a suitably lagged
hath inside a refrigerator, and the test is now sueccessfully
caried out under eontrolled conditions.

tighty-one persons have been inoeulated against Yellow
Fever during the year. This number is eonsiderably higher
than last year and ineludes the ship’s company of two ves-
sels which ealled on their way to West Africa.
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The following figures show the progressive increase in
the number of investigations earried out in the Laboratories:—

Year Investigations
112! RS e RS e SRR S L
| L e T S e o s T [
| (1Y) A AR IR E R bS] oM Bl (7 .
L [ et S e et R |
ot 6 e el I e 15,844
b e e e L R T
11T e o) S e O 18,574

A considerable number of samples of goats and recons-
tituted milks and a variety of specimens ef groceries were
examined under the provisions of the F'ood and Drugs Ordin-
ance. With the exception of one sample of goats milk whieh
was found to contain added water and which led to a convie-
tion in the Magistrate’s Court, all the rest were found to be
genuine,

E. A. IMOSSI,

City Pathologist -Analyst,
Gibraltar.

Laboratory, 30th April, 1956.
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COMPARATIVE CHART OF BIRTH AND DEATH RATES PER 1000 CIVIL POPULATION
FOR THE PERIODS 1930-1939 & 1945-1955
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DEATH RATE PER 1000 CIVIL POPULATION FOR THE PERIODS 1920-1939 & 1945-1955
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1920-1624—17.18
19251929 —16.98
1920:1928—17.07

1965 —5.606
19301539 15.49
19351939 —15.35

1830-1939 — 15.42

1951549 —7.82
1949-1954—5.44
19451964 — 2,68
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INFANT MORTALITY PER 1000 BIRTHS CIVIL POPULATION FOR THE PERIODS 1920-1939 & 1945-1955
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