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PREFACE

I have the honour to present this report on the Health of
(tibraltar for the year 1954,

Though the vital statisties show a rise in the death rate
and in the infant mortality rate as compared with the
preceding vear, it may be said that the health of the commu-
nity remained satisfactory throughout 1954,

Two hundred and twenty-seven deaths from all eauses
occurred during the year providing a erude death rate of 9.10
per thousand fotal civil population. This represents an in-
crease of twentv-eight deaths over the total number recorded
in 1953 and constitutes the second highest death rate in the
decennial period since the repatriation, the highest, 12.08,
recorded in 1951 having been dune to increased mortality
amongst the aged during an epidemie of influenza.

Sixty-one per eent of all deaths oecurred in persons over
65 vears of age and were attributed mainly to diseases of the
heart and eireulatory svstem and other degenerative eendi-
tions ineidental to ageing, which constituted the prineipal
causes of death.

Cancer maintained the invidious position of being the
second highest cause of mortality. Forty-five persons died
from eancer and other malignant tumours during 1954 repre-
senting 20.8 per cent of all deaths and providing the highest
figure recorded since 1947. Twelve or 26.6 per eent of all
deaths from cancer were attributed to malignant tumours of
the respiratory orvgans, all the persons concerned heing
males,

Though the number of deaths from Pulmonary Tuberen-
losis 'was slightly higher than in 1953, the disease again
proved a minor eause of mortality.

There was a small inerease in the numher of children
horn from the resident population eompared with the preeed-
ing yvear and, notwithstanding the inereased mortality,
births outnumbered deaths by one hundred and seventy-two.

Thirteen infants died before attaining the age of twelve
months whieh represents an infant mortality rate of 33.5 per
thousand and a small inerease over the corresponding rate
for 1953. Nine of these babies did not survive four weeks
from birth and their deaths were attributed to prematurity,
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developmental defeets and aeeidents ineidental to parturi-
tion. I have commented on the significance of this in the
text of the report, suffice it here to say that it indieates
the neeessity of wider measures for the ante-natal care of
mothers,

Notwithstanding minor outbreaks of Measles and Chie-
ken-pox, the ineidence of infectious diseases proved the
lowest sinee 1950, the only noteworthy features being the
occurrence of an unusual number of sporadic cases of
[Undulant Fever and the virtual absence of Diphtheria.

All the deaths reported from notifiable diseases were
caused by Tuberculosis.

Judging from the School Medical Officer's report, a high
standard of health was maintained amongst the school child-
ren throughout the year, ninety-eight per cent of eight hun-
dred and thirteen children who were examined having been
found “perfectly healthy.”” It is encouraging to note that
he considers the parents have shown a progressive interest
and co-operated well in these examinations.

In my annual report for 1953 [ commented on the deeline
in the number of attendances at the Infant Welfare Clinies
and [ note with concern in the Government Paediatrician’s
report a further decrease in attendances during 1954, No
explanation for the decrease is given but if as would appear
probable it has been due to the failure of the poorer mothers
to attend, as was tha case in the preceding year, it is indeed
to be deplored for such mothers are most in need of help and
advice, and all possible facilities and encouragement should
he offered to persuade them to bring their bahies to the
Clinies. It has been said in diverse ways and on many ocea-
sions that the wealth of a nation depends on the health of its
citizens. These babies needless to say are the eitizens of the
future, and apart from sentimental or humane considerations,
viewing the matter from a purely material angle, it is not un-
reasonable to assume that whatever effort or moneys are
devoted to promoting their health at sueh a fundamental
stage of their development will eventually return  ample
dividends.

A numher of new tenement dwellings were constructed
by Government and placed into service during the year, but
notwithstanding the considerable number of new buildings
whieh have heen built since the repatriation of the popula-
tion, the position in respeet of overerowding still remains
eritical and affords no grounds for eomplacency.
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Ten years have now elapsed sinee the repatriation of the
population in 1945 and the oceasion appears to me opportune
to review the results of measures related to publie health and
social welfare which have been introduced since that cvent,
and compare the present position with that in the two de-
cennial periods preceding the war in so far as statistieal data
and other relevant information available will permit.

In the epidemiological field the deeline in the incidence
of the preventible infections discases which was evident be-
fore: the war has been aceentuated during the decennium
under review. Smallpox has been eliminated prineipally as
the result of striet enforeement of the vaccination laws, the
incidence of Undulant Fever, Typhoid, Dysentery and other
enterie infections is ineonsiderable, whilst Diphtheria has be-
come a comparatively rare disease.  Puerperal Pyrexia has
lost its terrors mainly due to the introduetion of sulphona-
mides and antibioties, whilst gzastro-enteritis has ceased to
he the eause of the high infant mortality and morbidity whieh
obtained hefore the war. Changes in the ineidence of Tuher-
culosis can only be surmised because of the incomplete noti-
fieation of the disease before the evacuation, but it would
appear probable that no significant change has ocemrred.
The deerease in mortality has however been remarkable and
must he attributed to the provision of modern methods of
treatment at King George V. Hospital and the introduetion
of social measures to aid patients to maintain their depen-
dants whilst undergoing treatment. These measures have
undoubtedly gone far towards breaking down long-standing
prejudice and misconceptions and encouraged sufferers to
seek adviee in the early stages of the disease.

The statistical tables and charts which are ineluded in
this report show that the average death rate for the period
1945-54 was virtually half that for 1920-9 and little over half
that for 1930-9 The birth rate after attaining a not unex-
pected high; peak in 1945 has maintained a generally lower
level than in the decennium immediately preceding the war,
though the decrease has not been proportionate to the fall
in the: death rate. The most striking feature however, and
likewise most gratifving is the fall in the infant mortality
rate which in 1945-54 averaged approximately a third of that
of 1920-9, and just over half of the corresponding rate for
1930-9_in other words, whereas on an average 99 out of every
1,000 infants born during the period 1920-9 and 63 out of
every 1,000 born during 1930-9 did not sarvive a year from
'hlrth, the number of such deaths was reduced to 33 during
the decennium 1945-54.
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When it is realised that the infant mortality rate is gen-
erally accepted as the best index available at present to the
soclal eireumstances of a community and that it tends te be
high in places where overcrowding, bad housing, and poor
sanitation together with maternal  ignoranee and negleet
exist, the significance of the marked decline in infant deaths
can be fully appreciated.

That notwithstanding the disruption caused by the eva-
cuation, the hardships and diffieulties incidental to the early
days of resettlement and the overerowding and insanitary
environmental conditions which prevailed for a considerable
time after and which efforts at amelioration have only par-
tially abated, such a striking improvement in the deathis of
newlv-horn infants should have heen achieved is indeed en-
couraging and speaks well for the eare and devotion of pa-
rents in our community towards their children, for without
their intelligent and willing co-operation measures to promote
child health however wisely coneeived are apt to prove fruit-
less. It also reflects much eredit on all who have been con-
cerned with advaneing the standards of sanitation, the intro-
duetion of social measures to promote general welfare and
particularly that of mothers and infants, and not least, [ ven-
ture to add, on the unremitting vigilance of sanitarians past
and present who under the aegis of the City Counecil have
waged incessant war against filth, foulness, fevers and folly
and other forees inimical to health.

I cannot however eonclude this brief survey without a
note of warning. Though mueh has been aceomplished still
more remains to bhe done and satisfaction over past laurels
cannot be allowed to weaken endeavour to attain further
improvements, or undue complacency to provide the danger
of retrogression, for in public health as in most affairs of
men, nothing is stationary ; there is either progress or deeline.

I avail myself of this opportunity to express my gratitude
to the members of the Couneil for their courtesy and support,
to my colleagnes in other departments for their valuable co-
operation and partienlarly to the staff of the Health Depart-
ment for their loyalty and unfailing help at all times.

J. A. DURANTE,
Medieal Officer of Health.
Publi¢ Health Department,

City Hall,
Gibraltar, 19th April, 1955.
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CITY COUNCIL OF GIBRALTAR

————

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Summary of Vital Statistics for the year 1954
Total area of Gibraltar Territory ............... 1,387 acres
SR T S R, A e T e L ) 104 aecres
Estimated Total Civil Population of Gibraltar 24,921 persons
Estimated Fixed Civil Population of Gibraltar 23,044 persons
*Births in Fixed Civil Population,

Males — 2(]"3}

: E Kiatal
Females — 186 ) }

Birth Rate per 1,000 Fixed Civil Population... 16.83

Birth Rate per 1,000 Total Civil Population... 16.65

*Deaths in Fixed Civil Population ............... 2106

Death Rate per 1,000 Fixed Civil Population...  9.37

Crude Death Rate per 1,000 Total Civi]
Population...  9.10

Infantile Mortality Rate Fixed Civil
Population... 33. 5

Death Rate from Pulmonary Tuberculosis ... 0.43

*Vide note on Page 12,
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS FOR THE
YEAR 1954

The following weather summary and tables have been
kindly supplied by the Air Ministry's Meteorologist in
(iibraltar.

1954 as a whole was rather dry, the total rainfall Leing
nearly 12 inches less than in 1953. There was an unusually
]Jmh:ugwl dry spell from May to Oectober, but Maveh and
April were Imth abnormally wet. The year's total rainfall
was 24.82 inches eompared with 36.62 inches in 1953, Sun-
shine was slightly defieient, the daily average of 7.99 hours
being 0.1 hours below the period mean but nearly 0.6 hours
above the 1953 figure. The mean temperature of 64.8°F
was, however, over 1°F above normal, but well helow that
for the previous vear. The highest temperature recorded
was 92°F on both the 28th July and 23rd September, while
the lowest was 33°F on the 1st and 2nd February : the lowest
figure recorded in February for the past 78 years. Mean
humidities were slightly above normal and ranged from 82
per eent at night to 63 per cent in mid-afternoon. Westerly
winds exeeeded easterly in frequency, the exeess being great-
est in March, February and June in that ovder, but their
predominance only amounted to some 19 per cent against
the period average of 37 per cent and, in faet, easterlies
were more frequent throughout the last six months,

Jd]‘iual'v was unsettled but provided some lengthy fine
spells and had less than the normal rainfall, while sunshine
and day temperatures were up to the average for the menth.

February was wet and rather cold during the first fort-
night, but dry with plentiful sunshine in the second hall.
The first five days were exceptionally cold with night ground
frosts and slight snow fell on the 4th. An appreciable fall
over nearby Spain on the night of the 2nd/3rd covered the
hills around the Bay with a mantle of snow whieh persisted
for over a week — probably a unigue oceurrence. Tempe-
ratures averaged helow the normal espeecially at night, but
sunshine total was in exeess and rainfall normal. Westerly
winds were unusually frequent.

March was exeessively wet and somewhat cool up to the
16th, but much drier, brighter and warmer thereafter. The
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total rainfall of 7.58 inches was the highest recorded in
March sinee 1932, but sunshine was nearly up to average and
the mean day temperature well above the seasonal level.
Westerly winds were abnormally predominant.

April experienced very changeable weather and was
rather wetter than usual, but the total sunshine was nearly
up to normal, and the mean day temperature ahove average
although the nights were cool.

May provided remarkably dry warm conditions and an
excess of sunshine. The total rainfall of 0.02 inches was the
lowest May figure hack to 1930, and the maximum tempera-
ture of 85°F on the 30th was the highest recorded since 1934,

June also proved unusually dry and warm with abundant
sunshine. The frequency of Westerly winds was higher
than normal.

July, as usual, was praetically rainless, and somewhat
warmer than the average with a slight exeess of sunshine,
It was marred to some extent, however, by the marked pre-
dominance of humid Levanter conditions, and there were
foggy periods on several nights and early mornings.

August also produced no measurable rain and excessive
warmth by day, but sunshine was a little less plentiful than
usual and many nights were decidedly cool. The minimum
temperature of 57°F on the 23rd was 4°F below the lowest
recorded in this month. at least sinee 1930.

September continued the completely dry spell although
this month normally has over an ineh of rain. Both sun-
shine and mean day temperatures were ahove the period
average.,

Oectober was also without recordable rain whereas a fall
of over 2 inches is usual in this month. Despite a deficieney
of sunshine both day and night temperatures were above
average,

November at last produced a decided break m the long
persistent dry spell of the previous six months and had
nearly the normal amount of rain. Mean day and night tem-
peratures were again above normal but sunshine was eonsid-
erably deficient.

December was unsettled and rather mild despite a deei-
ded lack of sunshine, and provided about the average rain-
fall for the time of year. Thundery conditions were frequent
and a waterspout was seen to the east on the 20th.

(2)



I (. B ! | FU/RIET |
LE 52 | B8 | LT (8L |ewiwL|TE| sl 15 B/ |G | FOL/BE B6 | R.FY | B.RC | SAL 020 E6D | LEY | g0 gpror | Twa
i {
. ke | =5 =
wir |/ |

LE | Sk | 9F | uf 08 | BL 8L | I8 | WT . 86 0 WOT | LF | WM | g9 | OHT | BEN | EED  WAE | LI9 | RLE | FOC COR0L | T Ayl

[

EF 6F | BS | LF |8 w8 | L8 PUgR | gF PURE | 19| WL | W | RR9 | BB TR0 T 6D LR g0 | ROIOT CTTUI9qMISA0N

| L
£ kg ; 4.F G | gR | LD | AL | 98 | WIS | sF WILs | L8 | UME G UGB RED ) 4L G99 DBL ) B£R0 D poo  LOGOT |TUTTTTT APy

FET _ _ [
4§95 9.6 | G | S8  mL | B9 gL | BB | UG | 0 PUER | 19 gt M LEL 99 Lm0 | GLL | RIL ggo  ORT01 | Aspmagdag
OB 196, :
| T | 08 | 9T | gLl S5 g | 6L | PAET . B8 PAGE | LY WIR UL gR LFL | 1.8 nEs | TG ! 5.6L | OBL | gem | B4TOT [T GEmduy
E.1 90  0r | 91 oL o0 py| T8 | pag LY Mg | HE R B6 | LEL | RO9 ) BER 0 LTL | U089 | LEL | gpen | FOIOT * Aup
i i —.u.h*n—l. |
TEIN] ur | LR
2.1 91 LB | B0 oL | v ige| 6L WL [v W PIE 68 | MRTE | 9w | RLL | T80 DG S8 | LLL | 005 | pog EOW0T YT ©oaunp
I} i
0.F BE | 8E _ LE =L 0Y g9 T8 | Wk Bl Wiz - £ G D.LD | BBY O LEPL | TP gl LW | pra B.AI01 A gy
_ . !
il
LT EF | SF 7 9F  LL| 19l gs ®R ) MG L¥ 1L Ly g 9L | 909 LEY o l§ wet | 200 10D gey ROIOT CUCUT gl
_ EE _ _
.k L.g BF | Y 2| B oox  ld | sl EH LhEl GF RN A .89 080 0.F9 | 5 gEe | 109 Gopr EHIOL CUUTTTUUURAY
| L
UL 2
FE | ¥ g8 0 | o8 | golopL 6L | MR IE Pug “157 B8 ‘pUzE 9 | G6F FAF 068 KO | Fme | AT | gep | SHIOL [T ATRILLG =
| _ '
kB L0808 jon|oelon 66 we e, we | o Wl o0 | 9By | Gk | 068 | oEe | Lig 008 | BOTOL | T Lawnuwp
- ——— | iy = B . == Cow OOTR | DDYT | 0060 | 00RO
IE a fitl 0 IT | ST G BO | #amgg m_.__cdu SVE(] I SE(] xupyg |H M_r.___.._ ﬂ ¥ gl
| ] ) | T g
_ | T U M | R qusg faq] - WD s
- i 5 = ==\ z abL1E FuUtE
(BHLH=IA) LEEAMDT] LEHHOIH SMYHK “Hi | MVHA
LNNCKY ALIGIWNH ar— WS
anco FBAILY T3S dp 3ENLvVEHIdWIAL

TS W 2A0qY 14 g agneguiey ‘14 L1 WBiag Jalomoaeg ‘M 12 0S50 ‘BEOT N .60.,09C 1e] o4 qraoy

(3)



2 s
0 | o

L Rt

v I

o ! (5

v ¢

i i

il Fa

i I

B | 0

1) [h]

i (F]

s 0
12034 | Eng

V]

L]

i)

1

1

]

Se[BL)

Ch 6l
I |
1 L L
T I
= (¥}
il 0
[ i
ti 0
L }]
b &
¢ |
L & |
i1 | |
5 |

Jo saw] o

dd HJI Y

L]

Ak

-t g,

“ON

H M

1

1)

i

()

i}

i

i

i

i

i

e

)

i

._r..._.__.,.J.

(i

M |,

01

1|

(LF9

9.¢1
L-bE
C.0y
a1
6!
S0
PR L
C.FL

F-T19

o ammm e

P v
I...r.n-.

| £:£9
0,0
EIT[E

==l
FEURLL TP

-1

Lk
901
AR
TN
e dH
H9-11
0L 11
Gl
i)~
i1
LE.t

b 1T

L oy

e

| ANTHSEN (1=

pe!

Ha

191

ERTiT
1812
UETNS
LRI
UETS

yicy
LR ¥
kRN |
_.:_..“

R

S|

.“_..___r_._.
...::._h
...:“.__._“__
:_.._1:“_.._"._
)
b

.

L
.98
0. 9%
(IR
"HAL CFR

_—_
KR

C.6a9

LiL) _.._I—
e * Lails

196
_._."__".._.._..
.....__h..u—%._
saRL,
_;..IWL.._..
1-1
-0
0.8
0. 761
6-L9

L 69

LEETER
[Wain,

TIVANIVY

T ARa

rramranEw -nﬂm

s Bpy
R T T
T sunp
el 1 |

“emiam

prady

srrismmam

Jey

994

uer

qiuopy

Fcel
aAvViA

TS.W 2A0qY 1) g 28nefiuiey

‘1 11 By 1aawoaeg

M 12 oS50 ‘Buog

‘N .60.09¢ 18]

THOS ] raey

(4)



£01 6Lt e ¢ &l 99F ] 2 9al i cle bl [ 1ea
© Le L1 = £ e ! e b iR [ 1| ! daqmadag
fi 2 q _ c ¢ q 11 <t ce g — 13qQUIAON
(H L& c b ¢ Y f i ¢l (1] 6 = 12qo129
z e 0l ! 1 g 01 2! & Jaquardag
! 1¢ q z re 0l — 4 Q! OF - 1sniny
| g £1 ~ g ic e — e Fu e : = Kur
& L3 0z ! cg 4 = ¢ 9 ye unf
i e FI — [l oL G -— FA | i) oF Ael
< ¢ Sl 2 6 ¢ i z [l L cy ! 1ady
4 LE ! A C 1] - R ¢ ye oe | qaiel
91 g ] ¢ T z z 3 15 ce 01 Aieniqajg
61 G } ¢ S - ¢ ol e i I Lfienuep

. . JAA0

MN M ‘MS g 1S | AN ‘N wije) | €1 G¥ I9 109 SHINOW

NOTLDAAIa 12404 Foel HViA

{ T

souy (F—iL = g 10y
souy ¢¢-—gf = L9 w10 ‘fouy [—[I = ¢—F evdo mouy [ = £ 22104
LD 0012 ® 00T 0060 "00£0 18 Lsuwanbaay

ANIM




VITAL STATISTICS

These statisties are based on
tion of Gibraltar as shown in the
They do not inelude personnel of

the estimated eivil popula-
Police Registration Office.
Her Majesty's Armed For-

ces and unless otherwise stated, thev do not relate to their

families, or to non-resident aliens.

The civil population at the en
was constitnted as follows:—

Men Women
Gibraltarians ...... 6,301 7,044
Statutory Alens ... 1,108 1,672
Others Aliens 629 1,216
Totals ioicoeoeiiiinnaa. 8089 10,431

d of the yvear under review

Children
Male Female Tatals
2,356 2,248 = 18 448)British
UZH BRT = 4.596)5ubjects
23,044
17 15 = 1,877
3.3 3,100 = 24,921

These figures represent an inerease of 415 in the British

Fixed Civil Population and of 185
compared with the preceding yea

in the Total Population as
=

No recordd are available of the average number of per-

sons entering and leaving Gibralt

ar daily during 1954,

The figures for the years 1949 to 1953 are as follows:—

.........................

.........................
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The alterations in population sinee 1930 are shown below :—

British Alien
How Estimated Subjects Bubjects Tatal
Fixed Floating Population
Population Population
Police Estimate end of 1930 15,526 922 16,448
Census April 1931 16,188 1,425 17.613
Police Estimate end of 1932 15,143 1,466 16,609
v - O | 1,326 16,4397
5 4 i 1934 14,790 1,057 15,847
‘s . ” 51835 15,736 1,130 16,865
= = % ,, 1936 16,875 2,319 19,194
5 i ARSI | o R L 2,749 19,541
-~ " oy EOG8 1T AEE 3.017 20,239
- o 2 i 1939 18126 2,515 20,440
1940 to 1944 civil population evacuated during war years
Police Estimate end of 1945 17,448 1.784 19,232
i 4 o o 1946 19.269 1,964 21.233
Ly . o 94T 20,316 2216 22,032
s b o Toaplldds 231,479 2 228 23,700
5 e 1949 22208 2.377 24,585
i i > , 1950 22 470 2,416 24 886
Census July 1951 19,739 1,361 21,100
Police Estimate end of 1952 22176 29297 24 473
5 i s s 1958 22.629 2,107 24 736
i ¥ e 1904 20 I 1,877 24 921
*Deaths

Two hundred and sixteen deaths, ninety-eight males and
one hundred and eighteen females were registered as having
oeeurred in the resident British eivil population during 1954
amounting to 9.37 per thousand. The corresponding figures
for 1953 were 186 and 8.21 respeetively. In addition there
were eleven deaths amongst non-resident aliens providing a
total of two hundred and twenty-seven deaths or 9.10 per
thonsand total civil population. Though this represents an
inerease of thirty deaths in the Dritish population as com-
pared with the preceding year, they were mainly contributed
by the older age groups and mortality may' be said to have
maintained the low level established sinee the repatriation
of the population in 1945,

Of the total number of deaths, one hundred and thirty-
two amounting to 61 per eent of all deaths eoneerned persons

*Vide not eon Page 12,
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65 vears of age or older and were attributed principally to
cardio-vascular diseases, malignant fumours and degenerative
organic conditions ineidental to senility. The age group 55
and under 65 years contributed thirty-seven deaths.

Thus a total of one hundred and sixty-nine or 78 per
cent of all deaths oeceurred in persons aged 55 or older,
whilst forty-seven or 22 per eent coneerned individuals who
had not attained their fifty-fifth year.

The prineipal causes of death were . —

Cardio vascular diseases .....oovvvveevnnn. T I
Malignant neoplasms ......... L T 40
Vascular lesions affecting the central

ety 0 g o B e s S SR S S S 32
Diseases of the respiratory organs ...........ooveveen. 12
Polmonary Toberenlosisi. ... ot wsmesssssissnassns 10
Senility ..... L s 8

The distribution of causes maintained the same pattern
as i the preceding six years.

Eight deaths from cardio-vaseular diseases and one from
vascular lesions of the central nervous system oceurred in
subjects under 55 years of age, the remainder in these two
groups concerned individuals over that aee.

Malignant neoplasms continued to constitute the second
highest cause of mortality, the respiratory organs (twelve)
heing the most commonly affected closely followed by the
stomach (eight). Deaths from these conditions totalled
forty-five, twenty-six males and nineteen females, and contri-
huted 20.8 per cent of all deaths. Of these, three oceurred
in persons under 35 vears of age, seven in the 45 and under
25 years group. the others concerned persons 55 vears or
older.

The twelve neoplasms which originated in the respiratory
organs included one in the Laryvnx and represent 26.6 per
cent of all eancer deaths. All the patients were males and
with the exeeption of three, were fifty-five vears of age or
older.

The mortality from caneer has increased progressively
sinee 1947, The years 1947 to 1954 have contributed 26, 28,
25, 32, 32, 35, 39 and 45 deaths from the disease respeetively.

Pulmonary Tuberculosis again proved a minor cause of
mortality. Ten deaths were recorded.

One maternal death oecurred whieh was attributed to
eclampsia.

(8)



Deaths by Months and Quarters

LT P S e 17 41 | e S 16
February ... o.cciveeneen 8l T S—— 13
Mareh— e mron s 23 Heptember .........cov000::10

lst Quarter...61 3rd Quarter...45
00 o SR8 ST Rl T 18 DEEORRr  ...oiveiiiispatapia 2D
| 1 ol e e 1 i owesher 0
LT S R e e 19 December i S

2nd Quarter...54 4th Quarter...67

=

Includes eleven deaths from cases landed from the Bay or
brought into Town for treatment,

“Births

Three hundred and eight-eight echildren, two hundred
and two males and one hundred and eighty-six females were
born from the ecivil population during the year 1954 provid-
ing a birth rate of 16.83 per thousand fixed British eivil po-
pulation. This represents a small inerease compared with
the preceding year when the corresponding figures were
three hundred and seventy-seven and 16.66. In addition
there were twenty-seven births to non-resident aliens cons-
tituting a total of four hundred and fifteen or 16.65 per thou-
sand total population.

The distribution of births between hospitals, private
practitioners and midwives were as follows:.—

Colonial Hospital .................. s- 343
Military Hospital ....ccooinvnnneen... 20
Private Practitioners ............... T
I1' 13 R R R R e, e 45

415

It will be noted that preference for confinement in hos-
pital whieh has been a feature sinee the repatriation of the
population eontinued.

Ilegitimate Births totalled eight (ineluding three to non-re-
sident aliens) which represents 1.9 per cent of all births.
This is the lowest rate recorded sinee 1948 when illegitimate
births were first included in the Annual Report for that year.

*Vide note on page 12.
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lllegitimate births period 19481954

Year 1948 | 1949 | 1950 | 1951 | 1952 | 1953 | 1954

MNumber 1] 15 14 17 13 12 5

Rate per cent

of all births 2691 3.649 1 3.66 129 3.2 1 3.05 1.9

“Infant Mortality

Thirteen infants died before attaining the age of one vear
which constitutes an infant mortality rate of 33.5 per thou-
sand. Nine of these deaths oceurred within four weeks of
hirth providing a neo-natal death rate o7 23.19 per thousand.
These figures represent an inerease as compared with those
recorded in 1953 when infant deaths totalled 10 or 25.44 per
thousand, whilst the mneo-natal deaths were nine or 22.9
per thousand.

The ages and eauses of death were as follows:

i : F
z ,- o o s £ g =
El = d BB B BB
CAUSE OF DEATH = ¥ 2 ¥ |E&| 5 = e | g =
= = = - | 22| = 2 = = | B2
Sl oo Bl m a2 Sl S R R
= | :
Prematurity ... 1 1 0t |
Prematurity and
Cardiae Tailure ... ] 1| 1
Prematurity and
Pneumonia .......... | l 1
Atelectasis 1 1 1
Anencephaly  ......... 1 1 1
Intracranial
Haemorrhage ......] 1 1 1
Congenital Pylovie
BEeTOEIE" i ] 1 1
Ervthroblastosis and
Pneumonia  .......... | | ] 1
Septicaemin  ........... 1 . | |
Gastro-Enteritis ’ 3 |
Totals il R | 9 | 3 13

Though small fluetuations in the number of deaths are
hound to appear exaggerated in the calenlated rates when
the basie figures concerned arve small, any inerease in the
mortality of infants must be viewed with concern. In this

*Vide note on page 12,
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respect it is significant to note that the brunt of the death
toll has again fallen on those within a few weeks of birth and
that these deaths were attributed to prematurity and con-
genital abnormalities or accidents incidental to parturition,
thus maintaining a feature which has characterized the in-
fant mortality for the last three vears.

This refleets the adverse influence on expectant mothers
of the laek of comfort, privacy and needful rest inevitable
under the overerowded and unsatisfactory living conditions
which still prevail, and it would appear to indicate that not
only eannot any great improvement be expected in the neo-
natal mortality until eonsiderable amelioration of these con-
ditions is attained, but that wunder 1the eireumstances the
ante-natal care and welfare of mothers must receive ali the
more attention if the mortality of infants is to be kept at its
present not unsatisfactory level.

Still-births

Three still-births were registered during the year which
amounts to 7.2 per thousand total live and still-births and
represents the lowest number recorded since statutory regis-
tration was first enforced in 1950. Still-births registered in
the years 1950 to 1953 were 9, 17, 8 and 9.

Infantile Mortality and Neo-Natal Death Rates for 1945-54.

Infantile Neo-natal
Mortality Mortality
B 32.89 16.4
R R e R e wasre s 36.4 9.7
1y U ST O 47.2 34.1
L R e R T e 29.56 13.5
T Tl e R 34.2 24.2
b ety R (e e 28.16 8.4
7 T R S cp RS - - 31 12.9
g ) O e R e 41.55 36.36
OGS e e 25.44 22.9
LT R N e e 33.5 23.19

Tables of vital statisties for the deecennial periods 1930-
1939 and 1945-1954 are appended.

(11)



Note:—

One hundred and fifty-one births and three deaths which
occurred among sections of the population with which these
statisties are not coneerned are not ineluded in the above
data.

The total number of births and deaths whieh oceurred
during the year 1954 and the corresponding erude rates were
therefore as follows —

Births ...... 566 or 22.71 per thousand total population.
Deaths ...... 230 or 9.22 per thousand total population.

Deaths in infants under one year .. ... 17 or 30
per thousand total live hirths.
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MATERNITY, CHILD WELFARE AND SCHOOL
MEDICAL SERVICES

The Colonial Government are responsible for these ser-
vices which are operated under the administrative direetion
of the Chief Medieal Officer whe is also the Superintendent
of the Colonial Hospital. This arrangement ensures a high
degree of integration of the preventive and curative organi-
sations eoncerned.

I am indebted to Dr. Edmundson — the Chief Mediecal
Officer, to Dr. Cochrane and Dr. Page — Medical Officers in
c¢harge of the Maternity Service, to Dr. Triay — the Paedia-
tric Physician to the Child Health Services, and to Dr. Rug-
geri — School Medieal Officer for supplying the information
on whieh this part of the report is based.

Maternity Service

Ante-natal elinies were held at the Colonial Hospital
twice weekly. Attendance was very good. Caleium, iron
and vitamin preparations were administered to those who re-
quired them. The majority of mothers were eonfined in the
Colonial Hospital. A few were delivered in their homes by
private doetors or registered midwives.

There were five loecally registered midwives engaged In
private practice during the year.

The average stay in hospital was 6 days.

There was one maternal death from eelampsia.

Paediatric Services

The paediatric services econtinued to funetion as re-or-
eanised in September. 1952, but certain modifications were
carried out in order to cope with the excessive number of
patients attending the Siek Children’s Clinies,

Whereas in 1952 and 1953 all children were entitled to
free treatment in hospital, in 1954 a consultation fee of 2/6d
was introduced and those unable to pay were referred by the
Social Welfare Officer to the Distriet Medieal Offieer for
adviee and treatment. Cases requiring special investigations
were then referred to the Siek Children’s Clinie at the Hosp-
ital, for free treatment.

A second measure adopted was to limit the age of c¢hild-
ren attending the elinie to ten years, sinee, in the opinion of
the Paediatrieian, their ailments do not vary mueh from adult

(14)



complaints after this age. These measures have reduced the
number of in-patients and out-patients as follows:—

1953 1954
In-patients attended in ............... 625 498
Out-patients attended in ............... 4,152 2,789

Infant Welfare Service

Clinies were held regularly throughout the year at the
three existing centres, viz.: Town Clinie twice weekly, Glacis
Clinie, north of the town, once weekly, and South Clinie once
weekly. DBesides these, two extra Clinies a week were held
by the Medical Officer in charge, on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
where cases referred from other Clinies received due atten-
tion.

Siek children who attended the Infant Welfare Centres
were referred to the children Out-patient Department of the
Colonial Hospital, for advice and treatment.

The number of registered infants and attendances at the
various centres were as follows:—

Town Clinic

Number of children registered ...... 717 775

Attendances ..o 8,009 8,958
South Clinig

1954 1953

Number of children registered ......... 202 209

Affendaneen o 2,219 2,491
Glacis Clinic

Number of children registered ......... 118 150

P e Ln - e s . b 1 484 1,985

YEAR OF BIRTH, AGE GROUP AND NUMBER OF
CHILDREN ON THE REGISTER WERE
AS FOLLOWS:—

Town Clinic Total number on Register T17.
Year of birth Age Group Number Percentage
1949 Over 5 42 6 %
1950 4 — D 26 8 %
1951 3 — 4 17 10 %
1952 il @ 126 - 17 %
1953 1 —2 181 26 %
1954 =1 235 33 %
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South Clinic Total number on Register 202

Year of bhirth Age Group Number Percentage
1949 Over H 10 5%
1950 " SR 16 8%
1951 3—4 24 12 %
1952 LIS 34 16 %%
1953 | i W o4 27 %%
1954 ) 64 329

Glacis Clinic Total number on Register 113,

Year of hirth Age Group Number Percentage
1949 Over 5 10 9 %
1950 SR 15 13 %
1951 3—4 19 17 G
1952 e 8 29 19 %
1953 — 21 19 %%
1954 ] 26 28 %

The total number of children attended by the Paediatrie
Services was as follows :—

1953 1954
18,211 16,489
Home Visits
TR 751 71 g el Sl s o 2 1 Bl 368
DBBYAL i i e R e S nl
Anbe-nabal  nanssssiai e G
Children under 1 year .......c.cco.eovennn 721
(exeluding primary visits)
Children over 1 year ... ..ivc: s 2,218
FemfeBR o 21T
DRI o bt s o AR ok s e 88
Total number of houses visited .........2,872
Immunizations (Carried out at the Colonial Hospital),
Anti-diphtheria prophylactie ......... Courses completed: 6.
Combined diphtheria-pertussis
prophylaetic ......... Courses completed: 38,

School Medical Service

The general health of children in the Colony remained
excellent. In the course of the whole year, only one child was
found to be in a state of nutritional deficieney, due, not to
disease, but to soeial conditions. These were promptly re-
medied thanks to the co-operation of the Welfare Department.
It is worthy of note that the mothers of children examined
have shown a progressive interest in these routine examin-
ations, and have eo-operated well.
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Altogether, eight hundred and thirteen children were ex-
amined, of whom seven hundred and ninety-eight or 98 per
cent were found to be perfectly healthy. Twenty-seven with
cardiae bruits were investigated of which twenty-six had no
previous history of rheunmatism. Four thousand, three hun-
dred and forty-five were inspected for eleanliness. Of nine
hundred and sixteen who had their eyes tested, thirty-five
were found to have defective vision and were referred to the
Eye Clinic at the Colonial Hospital. Five hundred and sixty-
five were referred to the Dental Surgeons for treatment.

SUMMARY OF DENTAL TREATMENT

Attendance for
Resslons for Teeth Teeth Secaling and
Dental Burgeon Treatinent Conserved Extracteg Gum
Treatment
Mr. A. A, Danino ... 150 783 160 102
Mr, J. J. Cochrane.. 47 180 227 27

(17)
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CARE OF THE SICK AND AGED

Faeilities for the institutional eare of aged or infirm
persons remain essentially the same as have been deseribed
in my previous annual reports.

An average of thirty aged and infirm women are comiort-
ably housed and adequately cared for in Beriro's Home by
the Colonial Government, whilst a4 number of aged men and
women are accommodated at the Little Sisters of the Poor
where considerable improvements have been effected to pro-
vide them with greater comfort and better their living condi-
tions. A few eontinue to be cared for at the Colonial Hos-
pital.

CHILDREN DEVOID OF PARENTAL CARE

No progress has been made towards the provision of
institutional eare for ehildren who becaunse they are orphans
or for other reasons are deprived of parental care. The need
for sueh provision is becoming daily more apparent, and it is
to be hoped that the adoption of measures to remedy this
defect in our social services will no longer be delayed.

CARE OF THE BLIND

I am indebhted to the Honorary Seeretary of the Gibraltar
Society for the Prevention of Blindness for the following in-
formation about the work of the Society during the year
1954.

The opening of St. David's Sight Saving School on the
first of March provided a milestone in the history of the
(GGibraltar Society for the Prevention of Blindness. In this
sehool which has been adequately equipped with the neces-
sary modern apparatus, from twelve to fourteen children
whose defective eyesight would be aggravated if educated
under normal school conditions are being taught by a tea-
cher who has undergone a period of speeial training for the
purpose with the London County Couneil. Bus companies
who already carry blind persons free of charge have also
agreed to provide free transport to and from the school for
children living at a distance.

Thirteen deaths have oceurred among the blind during
the year, whilst eight new registrations have heen received.
The total number registered now stands at about one hun-
dred and fourteen.

Three quarters of the blind in Gibraltar are persons over
sixty years of age who have lost their sight progressively with
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age, and little can be done for them beyond providing some
degree of comfort in their declining years. Nine whose ages
range between sixteen and forty years are in gainful employ-
ment. Two who have been Iezuming chair seating and handi-
erafts in Lia Linea will continue doing so when classes are
started in Gibraltar early in 1955,

Though there is a teacher of English braille, himself
hlind, his services are seldom required as the majority of the
blind cannot speak English. A few ean read Spanish braille
and are provided with literature in that language. There
are only two blind children in Gihraltar, but the parents have
up to the present refused to let them have any speecial tuition.
Un representations from the Society, Government has gran-
ted free medieal serviees to all re-rlatered blind persons, and
requests for inereased allowances under the Publie i'mqwt-
ance Scheme are under consideration,

Needless to say the work of the Society is to be highly
commended and should receive every encouragement and
support from all sections of the community.,

PREVALENCE & CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES

The infectious diseases statutorily notifiable under the
provisions of the Public Health Ordinanee in Gibraltar
are: Smallpox, Cholera, Epidemie Typhus, Plague, Yeliow
Fever, Relapsing Fever, Dysentery, Diphtheria, Cerebro-
Spinal Meningitis, Searlatina or Scarlet Fever, Typhoid or
Enterie Fever, Undulant Fever, Acute Enecephalitis. Aeute
Poliomyelitis, Chicken Pox, Epidemiec Parotitis, Erysipelas,
Leprosy, Measles, Meningocoecal Infeetion, Ophthalmia Neo-
natorum, Paratyphoid Fe\'er, Pertussis, Puerperal Fever,
Rubella, Trachoma, Tuberculosis (all forms), Venereal
disease,

Three hundred and eleven eases of infectious disease
were notified from the eivil population during the year repre-
senting an incidenece of 13.4 per 1,000, and a deerease of 241
as compared with 1953 when the corresponding figures were

552 and 22.3.
The inecidenee is the lowest reecorded sinee 1950,

Small outhreaks of Chicken Pox and Measles contributed
72 and 127 cases respeectively, and for the second year in
snecession there was an unusual prevalencee of Undulant Fever
caused by Brueella Melitensis which provided twelve noti-
fications.

Only one case of Diphtheria was notified during the year.
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Deaths from infeetious diseases totalled ten and were
all eaused by Pulmonary Tubereulosis.

The following tables show the incidence of infeetious
diseases for the decades 1930-9 and 1945-54.

1930-9

130 1Kk 192 LakE 1 1935 l 1056 1y ‘ 1S | 130 pAverage

——

13 302 1,144 FLL a4 241 l 197 410 | "-.'|I'i-| g3 450,49

1945-54

LELE B l I‘.".I'-i 147 Lig= LAY 1550 1851 I 1'95'.£| 1953 ‘ 16054 ’AI‘&T&E:

12 l 103 | 11118 202 181 225 HE I 4Fi3, :'J-EIE, 311 l 419.2

Note: One hundred and nineteen cases of infections dis-
eases which were notified from families of serviee personnel
and casual visitors or who were brought into town for treat-
ment. are not ineluded in the data recorded above.

Notifieations received from all sources therefore totalled
430 representing a ernde ineidence rate of 17.2 per thousand
total population.

Pulmonary Tuberculosis

Twenty-three cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis, twelve
males and eleven females were notified during the year. In
addition there oecurred two cases, a male and a female aged
86 and 31 years respeectively, which first came under the
notice of the Publiec Health Department on certification of
death rendering a corrected ineidence of twenty-five. There
were ten deaths.  This represents an Inercase of two in the
meidence and three in the mortality as compared with the
preceding vear when the corresponding figures were twenty-
three and seven.

The ineidence and mortality rates were 1.08 and 0.43
per thousand population respectivelv.  The eorresponding
ficures for 1953 were 0.92 and 0.28.

Of the total number of patients notified, a male and a
female were under 15 vears of age, four males and seven fe-
males were in the 15 and under 45 year groups, whilst the
ages ol the others ranged from 45 to over 65 years.
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With the exception of two females both 31 years old,
all the deaths coneerned persons over 50 and included a male
and a female aged 86 and 79 vears respeetively.

That two of the patients should as noted above have only
been brought to the notice of the Health Department after
death, whilst one of those notified was reported virtunally at
the time of the fatal termination must be viewed with con-
cern, indicating that though coneealment of the disease which
was very common in the past has fortunately to a large ex-
tent eeased, there are still persons who through fear of so-
clal ostracism, financial loss or compulsory segregation,
abstain from ealling in the services of a loeal praetitioner un-
til compelled to do so by eritical developments whieh are
often the precursors of a rapidly fatal ending,

It is unfortunately true that Tubereulosis used to earry
a stigma in the past, but in these enlightened days the stigma
is vanishing and not only must nothing be done which may
perpetuate the old misconeeption of the disease, but every
opportunity must be taken and all means at our disposal
employed to educate the public to the modern humane atti-
tude towards the patient and his family as well as to assure
the unfortunate vietim of the disease that with his eo-opera-
tion much ean be done towards his eure and rehabilitation,
and to relieve him of the fear that social embarrassment or
compulsory segregation will follow netification of his illness
to the Health Authorities.

Apart from the risk to their own health ineurred hy the
individuals concerned through lack of proper treatment, such
eoncealed cases are a greater source of danger to the commu-
nity than the known tubereulous person, for by the time the
former are diseovered the mischief that may have been done
is irremediable, whilst the latter even though at liberty ean
he kept under observation and treatment and subjected to
such eontrol as may be considered necessary to prevent the
spread of the disease.

Facilities for free radiological examination of prospeective
employees on application to the Department of Labour and
Welfare which were first provided under a scheme adopted
in 1952 remained availahle throughout the year, but it is dis-
appointing to note that few applieations for sueh examina-
tions have been received by that Department. These arran-
gements have been made principally to proteet young children
from being infeeted with Tuberculosis by nurse-inaids and
other servants with whom they come in Intimate contaet, and
parents cannot be too strongly urged to avail themselves of
the facilities offered.
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Tables showing incidence and mortality from Pulmonary
Tuberculosis in the quinquenninm immediately preceding the
war and the decade 1945-54 are appended.

Non-Respiratory Tuberculosis

A single case of non-respiratory Tuberceulosis was noti-
fied during the year. The patient was a female aged 17 years
suffering from Abdominal Tubereulosis.

Note: Sixteen cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis involving
one death which were notified from seections of the popula-
tion with which these statisties are not concerned are not
ineluded in the above data.

Incidence and Mortality from Pulmonary Tuberculosis
1935-1939 and 1945-1954

Year Cases Deaths Incidence per Deaths per
thousand thousand
1935 23 15 — .88
#1936 511 19 1.90 1.20%(T.B. Officer
appointed)
1937 a4 21 1.74 1.08
1938 8 16 0.39 0.79
1939 16 14 0.8 —
(‘ivil population evaenated during the War
1945 42 ] 2.4 0.4
1946 30 6 1.95 (.51
1947 31 T 1.52 0.34
1948 17 12 0.72 0.51
1949 22 0.89 0.32
1950 19 6 0.76 0.24
1951 22 b 1.04 0.28
1952 28 4 1.26 0.18
1953 23 7 0.92 0.28
1954 25 10 1.08 0.43

Enteric Fever

Three cases of Typhoid and one of Para-Typhoid Fever
were notified during the year. With the exception of a hospi-
tal nurse who, notwithstanding that she had received T.A.B.
inoculations a few months previously, suffered a typieal mild
attack of Typhoid Fever which she prohably contracted in
the course of her work the souree of the infeetion in the
other patients remained undetermined, and it ean only be
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surmised that they aequired the disease during visits to the
vicinity where the enterie fevers are known to be prevalent.

Brucellosis

Twelve isolated cases of Bruecellosis distributed irregularly
throunghout the various town distriets were notified during
the vear. Omne oceurred in April, the rest between June and
November., Sera from all the patients agglutinated B. Meli-
tensis in high titres. With the exeeption of one patient who
admitted having drunk fresh milk outside Gibraltar, all the
persons concerned normally consumed tinned milk but had at
some time or another eaten fresh goats cheese which sug-
gests that cheese elaborated from a heavily infeeted hevd of
goats in the vieinity, probably provided the principal vehicle
for the infection.  Aftempts to eunlture the organisin from
samples of [resh cheese however, proved unsueccessful.

This is the second year in succession that the disease has
been unusually ptevalem and the public were duly warned
by the l}f.,pzutlmnt s Inspectorate and through the Press of
the danger incurred by drinking unboiled goats milk or inade-
gquately seasoned goats cheese.

Acute Poliomyelitis

Six sporadie cases were notified during the year. Two
from the eivil population and four from sources with which
these statisties are not coneerned,

The former were two infants, one of school age, living
in independent but neighbouring nissen huts in a transit cen-
tre whieh virtually constituted a closed community. The
onset oceurred within a few days of each other, and sugges-
ted the probability of a ecommon source of infeetion whieh
remained undetermined.

Thirty -four children living in the Centre together with
seven direct school contacts were exeluded from school and
kept under surveillance for three weeks, whilst parents were
advised to take the eustomary preventive measures applicable
to the disease. No further cases ocenrred.

The others, two children and two young adults, were noti-
fied at different times from various distriets. The two adults
were both reported to be of the non-paralytic type and had
heen diagnosed on elinical grounds.

Scarlet Fever

Twenty cases were notified from the eivil population
which together with seven reported from sourees outside the
scope of these records provide a total of twenty-seven,
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The great majority were children of school age, practic-
ally all the schools were involved and the disease appears to
have been of a very mild type.

Measles

A small outbreak which oceurred from February to July
produced one hundred and twenty-seven notifiecations. Four
sporadic cases of German Measles were also notified during
the year.

Diphtheria
Only one case of Diphtheria was notified during the year.

This must not however he construed to provide grounds
for complacency, for the proportion of the total infant popu-
lation whieh has been protected against the disease by pre-
ventive injections is ineonsiderable, and despite the unremit-
ting efforts of the staff of the Public Health Department to
persuade parents to have their children immunized, the num-
ber of infants who were treated during 1954 proved even
smaller than in the preceding year — itself a negligible figure.

The oecurrence of outbreaks of Diphtheria in some towns
in the neighbourheod of Gibraltar at the time of writing
these lines should provide food for serious thought, for
owing to the intimate inter-relationship existing between our
people and the communities of the towns concerned, the
spread of the disease into our City is far from being a remote
possibility and should it oceur under the present overcrowded
living conditions, it would be fraught with grave consequen-
Ces.

Chicken Pox
Chicken Pox was prevalent throughout the wvear.
Seventy-two notifications were reeceived.

Pertussis

There has been an inerease in the incidence of Whooping
(Cfough. Thirty-one cases were notified, an increase of twenty
as compared with the number recorded in the preceding vear.
There are however reasons to suspeet that the ineidence was
considerably higher than represented by the notifications
received.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum

Nine ecases were notified during the year. Baeteriological
investigations failed to establish the presence of Gonoeoecei
in any of the cases.
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Trachoma

Four cases were notified during the year.

Dysentery

No notifieations of Baeillary Dysentery were received.
[ am convinged however that this cannot be interpreted as
representing the true ineidence of the disease. Owing to the
bhenign nature of the great majority of infections and the ra-
pid response to modern therapeutie preparations specimens
of faeces are not always submitted for baeteriological exam-
ination and a considerable proportion of such infections pass
undeteeted.

No cases of Amoebie Dysentery were notified from the
civil population or landed from the Bay.

Gastro-Enteritis

An outbreak of Gastro-Enteritis amongst infants and
young children oceurred during September and October. As
the disease 1s not notifiable the extent of the outhreak ean
only be surmised, but judging from information reeeived from
medical praetitioners, it would appear to have been wide-
spread and to have involved a considerable number of chil-
dren. Four deaths in young infants were attributed to the
disease. I understand from the Government Paediatrist
that the disease started acutely either as a gastro-intestinal
or respiratory affection, but that eventually both systems
were involved in practically all cases. Taboratory investi-
gations of exereta failed to determine any baeterial agent
which together with the faet that though unaffected by sul-
phonamide compounds, the symptoms responded to treatient
with ehloromycetin and the obvious high infeetivity and rapid
spread would appear to indicate a virus infeetion.

Smallpox

No cases of Smallpox occurred in Gibraltar nor were any
landed from the Bay during 1954.

Vaccinations
Number of children born ............ e T 415%
Number who died before vaceination ............... 8
Number who left Gibraltar bhefore vaceination ... 24
Number certified as insusceptible to vaeccination 2
Vaecination postponed on medical grounds ...... 3

Number suceessfully vaccinated
(Children bhorn in 1954) ...276
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Objectors to vaceination .............. iSRG e NIL
Dntataneiag: o s T i N 102

(*includes 27 non-residents)

In addition one hundred and eighty-one children who for
various reasons had not heen vaecinated before or whose
vaeeination had been postponed on aecount of illness were
also vaceinated.

Thud four hundred and fifty-seven children were vacein-
ated which together with one hundred and fifty re-vaeeina-
tions performed on children who had attained the age of
twelve years and thirty-one on adults for purposes coneerned
with the International Sanitary Regulations constitute a total
of six hundred and thirty-eight vaccinations carried out dur-
ing the year. Of these, six hundred and three were perfor-
med by the Publie Vaccinator,

There have been no ohjectors to vaceination. Of the
one hundred and two outstanding, ninety had not attained
the age of three months, and notices were served on the
remaining twelve.

Rabies
One case of rabies oceurred during the year.

The animal concerned was a duly licensed well kept and
cared for alsatian dog reported never to have been outside
Gibraltar who died after a few days illness having inflicted
a superficial bite on its mistress who attempted to feed it.
Though the symptoms were not suggestive of rabies, the
hrain which was examined at the Pasteur Institute, Taneier
was reported to have shown the presence of negri hodies and
to have eaused the death from paralytie rabies of a rabbit
inoeulated with it.

The person bitten was subjected to a course of anti-
rabic treatment.

Notwithstanding very careful investigations and searches,
no other animal was wpmie;] to have been ill or {o have died
under suspicious eireumstances and the origin of the infection
remained undetermined. I would add that about that time |
received information from fide digne sources of the oceur-
renee of a number of cases of rahies in does in the neighbour-
ing Spanish territory.

The oecurrence of these unaccountable sporadie ecases
of rabies are a cause of grave concern to the Health author-
ities, and I offer no apologies for reiterating my frequent
appeals to owners to refrain from taking their animals for
runs in the vieinity and to urge for the strietest enforcement
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of the regulations related to the importation and control of
cats and dogs by the authorities concerned.

The customary annual campaign to reduce the number
of ownerless, often starving and deceased cats was waged
from the 9th August to the 3rd September, during which a
total of 204 cats were caught and painlessly destroyved at
the Quarantine Kennels,

Stray eats caught by Council eat catchers

(for detention and destruetion if unelaimed)... 167
Cats delivered by private individuals ............... 29
Cats caught by the Services ........cccocomevniiiinnnn 12

Total number of cats delivered to the
Quarantine Kennels and humanely destroyed 204

PR

I am indebted to the Commissioner of Police who is in
charge of the Government Quarantine Kennels, where dogs
and cats are detained under observation and humanely des-
troyed if unclaimed, for the following information about the
work done there during the year.

Number of stray dogs admitted ..................... 49
Number of stray dogs claimed by owners ......... 6
Number of stray dogs destroyed ........c.cvvuvnvvnenns 43
Number of dogs detained after biting persons...... 15
Number of dogs claimed by owners ... et 13
Number of dogs destroyed ...ccoccoiivnensnemnniorossnn 2
Number of dogs detained in transit .................. a7
Number of dogs detained in Quarantine ............ 1
Number of dogs humanely destroyed at owner’s
request ... 60
Number of stray cats admitted ...................... SRl
Number of stray cats claimed by owners ......... 1
Number of stray cats destroyed ...........cccoovvnnnn.. 94

Number of cats detained after seratehing/biting 4
Number of cats claimed by owners .................. —

Number of eats destroyed ...........cc..cvunee. e 4
Number of cats detained in transit .................. 4
Number of cats humanely destroyed .................. 195

(Exelusive of those destroved during the
Annual Campaien)

Influenza

No epidemic outhreak oceurred during the year,
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ases — Monthly and Quarterly Return of Cases Landed from the Bay or Brought into
Town for Treatment, 1954
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INVESTIGATION AND PREVENTION OF OTHER
DISEASES

INSECT VECTORS

Flies

With the exception of the genus Fannia, flies have not
been prevalent during the year. Only a few isolated com-
plaints of nuisances were received and these were investig-
ated and abated.

Fannia Canicularis also known as the lesser house fly be-
cause of its house haunting habits appears to remain active
over somewhat lower temperatures and to prefer cooler envi-
ronments than the common house fly, but as it spends most
of the time cireling aimlessly within a small radius in the cen-
tre of rooms or corridors or round some hanging object and
seldom settles on food, utensils or the human skin, it is less
likely to constitute a source of infection than the common
variety.

The routine measures for the control of flies were inten-
sified early in Spring, pamphlets were distributed to all
householders requesting their co-operation and food caterers
were advised on the most appropriate measures to safe-
guard foods from econtamination hy these insects.

One thousand, one hundred and ninety-four gallons of a
five per cent solution of D D T prepared in the Publie Health
Department for use in sprayers were sold to the publie dur-
ing the year.

Mosquitoes

Thoungh owing to the mildness of the weather conditions
during Autumn, mosquitoes were abnormally prevalent par-
ticularly in the North and South Districts till late December,
these insects did not prove unusually troublesome during
the yvear under review.

The normal routine control measures were supplemented
by an intensified eampaign earried ont in co-ordination with
the services sanitary staff early in Spring, in the course of
which localities known from experience to provide trouble-
some hreeding places received speeial attention and existing
foei of infestation were destroyved.

All anti-mosquito measures were carried out by the regu-
lar sanitary staff without the cmployment of extra personnel,
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Ninety-two specimens were taken for identification, the
following species being found:—

Culex piplens ............ e .. 68 (between Jan. and Deec.)
Theobaldia longiareolata ...... 24 (between March and Deec.)
Aédes argenteus .................. Nil.

I'or the fourth year in suceession no insect of the species
Aédes argenteus has been found among the speeimens col-
lected for identification. As this jis the only indigenous mos-
guito in Gibraltar which is a potential vector of Yellow Fever,
its extermination s of material importanee to the safety of
the population, particularly in view of the rapidity of modern
air travel which renders it possible for an infeeted person to
arrive in the Colony during the incubation period of the
disease before symptoms have developed.

For these reasons Gibraltar has been declared a Yellow
Fever Reeeptive Area under the provisions of the Interna-
tional Sanitary Regulations, which empowers the health
officer to demand a valid certificate of vaccination against
Yellow Fever from passengers arriving from countries
where the disease is endemie or from any infected loealily.

During 23,193 visits of inspection, one hundred and

thirty-one breeding places were found and destroyed as fol-
lows . —

11 et S e Bed e B s o e 3
BRI, o s e e R 26
MEARcEHATIBOME oo drebdet b tan soivies brasunin DHE
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RODENT CONTROL

All measures adopted for the control of rodent infesta-
tion were earefully co-ordinated so as to establish the elosest
co-operation between the eivililan and servieces personnel
engaged in the operations, thus ensuring maximum efficiency
as well as all possible economy in the use of the baits and
poisons available.

The majority of the complaints received eoncerned nuis-
ances by mice, and the preponderance of carcasses of these
vermin which were recovered would appear to indicate that
they constitute the principal factor in the rodent infestation
at present. The oceasional discovery however of loeahzed
rat nesting sites show that no relaxation of the rodent con-
trol measures can be contemplated if the present satisfactory
level of the rat population is to be maintained.

Sewers, storm water drains and electricity and telephone
pits were disinfested on several oceasions with satisfactory
results.

A total of 50,148 points were prebaited and 22,952 poi-
son baits were laid in 983 premises by the combined teams
during the year, from which 13,025 takes were recorded, the
resultant estimated kill being 3281,

The earcasses of 885 Mus museulus and 79 Rattus rattus
were recovered in the course of these operations.

The carcasses of thirteen rats which were examined in
the City Council Laboratories were reported to be free from
plague baeilli.

The Anti-Rat Co-ordinating Committee met four times
during the year.

(36)



856 e = 6L GZO'EL AN SYL'0C 36 S[¥10L
06 T — — (i el o1t 6o FUltd(] pug slaaeg
¥ —_ — — el a6 1 H61 06 8§31
,wﬂ_..qu;__m.m.—@,._”__ —:._.n__
AT arpoay
6T — — f SiE el [ ¢ AVH
CEL 61 = i F1O'E e GETCE ee “cpdedyoo[ CJUH
s 93 = Fa OTC'E FCL'T 0990 S | R N
905" T QrL — PP 000’9 gLL 0T GOSLL e UBI[TAL)
H | A Nd ok | prees prer 44 peluaL]
{55} £ .._ L g1Iug PP HAFTIAL ] GRTEB LI
PR ey (B30 uosIog gpegadd L S
punoy SassudIs’) Lt ] - M

¥56L HY3IA IHL INIHNA S3JIAHIS OINIGNOD

A8 LNIWLV3IHL JO0 AHYWWNS—IO0HLINOD AN3OOH



9951 8L = FE 0009 9LL 01 | 00 g0,
F6E 991 == L FO9°1T A 2621 09z [ Fei1e @3 ¥2/0%
g LA e FL LLL'T §IC°F g LY a9a1 FCI6E ™ 3G/1G
=
LTF 881 — 81 L09°T eEe‘g LFT'F eIl PCIOG 0F PGIFY =,
v L — g 30" 998z 918" Gl PSI8T ™ PO/
W NY oy pres|
T3 SB[, sireg prer| pereaL], Hoe M
pejeLLEy puno 9ssuodw)) =10 P ( S}reqadd EELTIT G | udredure)

vS6L DNIHNG S3ISINIHd NVITIAID 40 ANFWNLY3IHL 40 AHVWWNS

— T0HLNOD 1N3OO0H



161 2 = g LT e V1 611 "+ S[ejo],
Fl =3 - = b ¥¥ L3 é FeioL/sre/otlT Feior
e g L2 sel sl (] PS/OT/TFe/6/28 | Fel6e:
5 = 3 et FL 06 Hé [ PRI/ TI-¥6/9/8 e
Og 2 = VG Ve be 3] Fei6/e -FCig8/08 Felce
Gl : = T el A G g Fe{RI06-FC/8/91 Fe/es
¢l : = ol ol 17 « FEIB/E1-re/s/6 Ve 7E
0é e e 91 ol a1 ¥ FGI8i9 -FCig/e Fel e
0L = e = ob = FGIL/08-FC/L9G ¥¢I08
1 L — Y saqu], pivrl pre pateady, B BLJY

Y561 HY3IA IHL
ONIHENGO SLId INOH4ITIL ANV LHIIT DIHLD373 "'SNIVHO ‘SHIM3IS 40 LNIWLVIHLIOHLINOD LNIUOH

59)

(



PORT HEALTH WORK

Maritime

The Colonial Government are responsible for the eontrol
of the port health work which is earried out by two medical
practitioners employed part time as Health Officers, toge-
ther with a number of Boarding Officers under the adminis-
- trative direction of the Captain of the Port.

Under the provisions of the Quarantine Ordinance, the
Medieal Officer of Health is also vested with the status of a
Health Officer and is thereby empowered to board ships,
examine persons suspected of suffering or who are suffering
from infeetious diseases, and impose quarantine restrietions
if and when necessary.

I am indebted to the Captain of the Port for the following
information relating to the work of this Department during
1954.

Number of ships entered during 1954 .................. 4,215
Number of ships visited by the Health Officer ...... 99
Number of patients landed,
ftomy British ShpE o5 annas 89
TYON FOTCHEN SIS vrencsrusninssirensienss H8

of thesa patients, eight were suffering or suspected to be
suffering from infectious diseases,

Air

The Air Port is under the control of the Royal Air Foree,
and the Senior Medical Officer, who 1s vested with the status
and powers of a Health Officer, is responsible for matters

coneerning the sanitation of the port and of all service air-
eraft.

The Colonial Government are responsible for the sani-
tary control, disinfection and disinseetization of Civil Air-
craft. The work is earried out by a Medical Practitioner
employed part-time as Air Port Medical Officer under the
administrative direction of the Chief Medical Officer to the
Colonial Government who is also vested with the status and
powers of a health officer.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES

[ am indebted to the City FEngineer, Mr. W. E. Chiappe,
AMICE., AM.I Mun. E., for assistance in the preparation
of this part of the report.

WATER SUPPLY
Potable Water

The population obtain potable water hy two methods (a)
from roof ecatechments and underground tanks attached to
each individual house, and (b) from the City Couneil’s sup-
ply. The latter is distributed mainly direet by pipes through
permanent meters, but a small proportion is drawn by bucket
or barrel from the Couneil’'s street fountains. The demand
for supplies from fountains is decreasing in eonsequence of
the large number of premises which are being provided with
direct supplies from the City Couneil mains.  In addition
potable water is supplied to private underground tanks dur-
ing the dry season through temporary meters and flexible
hoses and in smaller quantities by tank lorry to those consu-
mers whose premises are not within a reasonable distance
from the distributing mains.

All barrels are sterilized at weekly intervals. The sani-
tary staff are constantly on the wateh for possible pollution
of underground tanks. Samples from fifty-one suspected
tanks were taken in 1954.

The stoek of potable water at the beginning of the year
was much higher than normal due to heavy rains in the lat-
ter part of 1953 but unfortunately the dry season was un-
usually long lasting until early November and stocks ran
dangerously low. Supplies to shipping had to be restrieted
but it was not necessary to import water as in previous
vears, because the distilling plant worked from May onwards.

Yield from wells was below the average. The Base Ex
change Water Softening Plant eontinued to funetion lhrm;g]l-
out the year. The hardness of well water is reduced from
approximately thirty-two degrees to zero, then blended with
raw water to the optimum degree of hardness, viz, ten deg-
rees.  The blended water after chloramination is pumped
into a serviee tank and then lifted into the Couneil's reser-
voirs for distribution to the publie, after it has been subjected
to a bacteriological examination to establish its purity.

Over 54.5 million gallons were issued during the year
from various Couneil’'s sources.
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Rainfall at the catchments during the calendar year 1954
totalled 27.05 inches.

The supply of boiler water to Shipping from Couneil’s
sources at the Watering Jetty was maintained throughout
the year.

Brackish Water

Brackish water is supplied by the Council for general
sanitary purposes, fire fighting and other requirements,

The replacement pump which the makers had agreed to
supply free of charge was received and installed early in the
year. The pump loaned by the War Department will be re-
turned as soon as it has been overhauled.

The guantity of brackish water pumped during the vear
amonnted to some 430,000,000 zallons.

Collection and Disposal of Refuse

Domestie refuse is colleeted and disposed of daily by the
City Council.

In addition to an average of 28 tons of domestie refuse
which 1s colleeted by the Council’s scavenging lorries and
disposed of daily at the Refuse Destruetor, approximately
6 tons of trade refuse, consisting of tobaceo dust, wood
shavings, saw dust, waste paper, coffee waste, ete., are car-
ried by private lorries to the Destructor and dealt with
every day.

Sewage Disposal

The whole of the sewage of Gibraltar eventually dis-
charges into the sea at Europa Point Outfall.

Numerous storm overflows exist along the line of the
main sewer and come into operation during times of heavy
floods. The configuration of the Roek is such that very
large volumes of storm water rapidly reach the lower levels
and the main sewer is then taxed to the utmost. The rate of
run off is such that during heavy rains houlders and much
silt reach the sewers.

The new sewer and sewage pumps installed at North
Front are working satisfactorily but investigations are pro-
ceeding to trace the source of storm water finding its way
into the sewer and ecausing flooding in some areas off Devil's
Tower Road.
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The quantity of sewage and storm water pumped from
low level during 1954 amounted to approximately 147,000,000
eallons.

Public Highways and Street Cleansing

The recommendations of the Colonial Liaison Officer for
Road Researeh which were adopted by the Couneil in Noy-
cmber, 1953 were implemented during 1954.

The plant recommended was received late in the year
and will be put into use as soon as eireumstances permit.
The plant comprises a heavy diesel road roller, a mechanical
binder distributor, two tailboard gritting attachments and a
dual purpose asphalt mixing plant. Negotiations for a suit-
able site for the installation of the mixing plant are still in
Progress,

Patching and potholing was ecarried out to maintain
publie highways in as good a eondition as possible,

Reclamation Road was completed early in May and was
officially opened to the public with great pomp and ceremony
on the 10th May by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11 who re-
named it Queensway.

The widening of Furopa Road West of the Roeck Hotel
and a roundabout at Waterport were also eompleted during
the wyear.

Flushing of streets was periodically earried out., During
the dry season flushing was intensified.

Sweeping of streets was done in the normal way and a
high degree of cleanliness was maintained,

Public Baths

The Tarik hot and cold fresh water slipper baths are
open the year round, and the Sea Bathing Establishment at
Montagu continued to be well patronized in summer. Fresh
water shower haths introdueed a few years ago, have become
inereasingly popular,

Eastern Beach which is much favoured by the residents
is eontrolled by the City Couneil during the bathing season.
A hoat patrols the beach throughout the day and two cha-
lets provided with sanitary acecommodation are available free
of eharge to bathers for use as changing rooms. These are
kept open until half an hour after sunset.
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WORK OF THE SANITARY DEPARTMENT

The summary of work done hy the Sanitary Inspectors
shows that twelve thousand, four hundred and fifty-nine
house-to-house and eight general Iinspections were carried
out during the year.

These included one thousand, two hundred and seventy-
nine performed at the request of the Commissioner of Lands
and Works for information respecting the living conditions of
applicants for accommodation in Government-owned premi-
ses, or to report on the suitability of premises oceupied by
applicants for permission to sublet civilian accommodation
which were referred to the Public Health Department by the
authorities concerned for investigation.

In the course of these inspections fwo thousand, nine
hundred and twenty-four nuisances and defeets were found
and abated.

Eating houses, bakeries and other food catering esta-
blishments were inspected on one thousand, five hundred and
sixty-three oceasions, whilst one hundred and thirty-one vi-
sits were made fto dairies and two hundred and ninety-one to
mineral water factories,

One hundred and fifty-eight samples of food were taken
and analyzed in the City Counecil Publie Health Laboratories.

No legal proceedings were instituted.
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Summary of Work done by the Sanitary Inspectors

Complaints received:

LT T 1 e e R S e SR B e SRS R el 12
LT Ty Ll ol AT IR o b 209

Premises Inspected

(General inspection ............... A S, o e A 8
House-to-house inspeetion .........cccviiviviininenn. 12,454

Statutory Notices:
Berveil | e R G BT P S e Bk 338

Nuisances Found:

Dleteetive dEgIng i by e ek 20
CRbatrtietadl FBaRIE . e it i e b e s S 440
LB 200 Ry A T TS - SR 98
Defeptive, WO, SRS . ooammias v i e 412
Blefestive water BEUBER ... o icmmninaiimsmes 169
Defective rainwater pipes  ...coccvvveiiiiineeiinnnn. T2
Defective eavesgnllers ....ccooumiimimsnsinsas 1 1%
LY EPRINE DORIET ot i s i it i sty s 122
Defective wall plaster .........ccoiimeveiveoeariinens 130
Defective HOOTE  ...ocoviviansnifinnns it by e e 29
DUTeriIve” Yarrd PAVITE ... s e o s s 8
Y B o e s e e s e s
| oo CETI T o N vs +  fe 52
Profeetive 0F Ho GUSEHIID .. oo amme s o mmmm s 255
Cther mIor def@ets ... ... tiiiasess s sy 739
Suspected pollution of water in underground tank 42
Underground tank not insect proof ............... 3
Brackish water tank not insect proof or no cover 2
Brackish water running to waste .................. 190
Street water fittings found defeetive ............... 62
Premises disinfected for infectious disease ...... 61

Premises disinfected for vermin, ete. ............... 14
Articles disinfected at Disinfecting Station ...1,213

Visits of enquiry re Infectious Disease ............ 194
(Cases removed in the ambulanee
5 e L I S L D 227
BB - niinaa it o i s e S e et s s 59
Samples of food and drugs taken for analysis 158
Samples of water taken for analysis ............... 51
Yisits o mille shioPs v o b e i 131



Visits to eating houses, bakeries, ete. ............1,563
Visits to mineral water factories .............oveeunns 291
Visits to premises on which notice for abate-

ment of nuisance has been served and are

revisited for the purpose of ascertaining

il requirements are being complied with...3,031
Vaceination Notioes SeTVEA .veiviieriormssrsensmns 379

Food condemned as unsound:

Vide Food in Relation to Health and Disease page 51.

Lodging Houses:

There are no common lodging houses In Gibraltar.
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FOOD IN RELATION TO HEALTH AND DISEASE

The Public Markets

On the 1st day of January, 1954, by wvirtue of the Mar-
kets, Hawkers and Pedlars Ordinance the Market Place toge-
ther with all buildings and appurtenances were vested in the
City Council, and the Council were thereby constituted the
market authority for and in Gibraltar vice the Colonial Gov-
ernment, hitherto the authority in control. As from that
date the Publiec Markets were transferred to the Couneil who
assumed responsibility for the administration and control.

Arrangements were made whereby the Assistant Super-
intendent of Markets and the Markets Inspectors retained
their status as Colonial Government Officers, but were see-
onded to the service of the Counecil for duty in the Publie
Markets under the administrative direction of the Medical
Officer of Health. As since 1929 the Medical Officer of
Health for the time being in office though an officer o1 the
(C'ouncil- has also performed the duties of Superintendent of
Markets and Inspeetor of Foods for the Colonial Government,
it may be said that the transfer of the Public Markets has not
entailed any change in the administrative staft.

Extensive repairs and structural improvements have heen
effected in the Markets during the year under review. Inter
alia the drains have been surveyed, repaired and new see-
tions laid to improve the drainage of the Meat Hall and Fish
Market, whilst considerable sections of the pavements have
heen repaired or renewed. The ventilation of the restaurant
kitchen has been improved and the lighting of the Meat Hall
modernized by the installation of fluoreseent lamps.

The Fish Market and the fruit and vegetable stalls have
also heen painted throughout. Further works including the
re-flooring and painting of the Meat Hall and repairing or
renewing of the pavement of some of the alleys are seheduled
to be completed in 1955.

Food

Supplies of food ineluding markets produce have been
acequate throughout the year. Rationing of essential articles
of food whieh was introdueed as an emergeney war measure
and continued to be enforeed sinee was abolished in Mareh.

Meat

The greater proportion of the frozen meat and offal for
the use of the ecivil population continued to be imported
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jointly with supplies for the services, stored in refrigerators
by the Army authorities and issued to the butehers as and
when required. Considerable guantities of these commodi-
ties were also imported direetly by the butehers towards the
end of the year.

The arrangement whereby the importation of fresh pork
has been permitted subjeet to the produetion of a satisfaetory
veterinary certificate and subsequent inspection and appro-
val by the Superintendent of Markets was made applicable
to veal, and 78,128 pounds of pork and 18,858 pounds of
veal were imported during the year. Small guantities of
fresh meat were also imported by special arrangement from
Spain and Tangiers for the exclusive use of the Hebrew
(Community.

Prices of frozen beef have ranged from 1/7d to 3/- per
pound and of mutton from 1/- to 2/5d per pound, whilst
fresh pork and veal were sold at 3/4d and 4/- per pound
respectively.  Supplies of poultry from Spain have been
adequate, prices ranging from 2/9d to 3/- per pound. Small
gquantities of game have been available when in season,

Eggs

Adequate supplies have been imported from Spain and
Moroceo throughout the year and retailed at prices ranging
from 2/8d to 5/4d a dozen,

Fruit and Vegetables

Abundant supplies of fresh fruits and vegetables mostly
of excellent quality have been introduced daily from Spain
throughout the year and sold in the Markets, shops in town
and in the streets by itinerant licensed hawkers. The aver-
age of sixty licenses which were issued daily to itinerant
vendors during the vear was the same as in 1953,

Fish

The abolition of the control of prices for fish produced
not only a considerable increase in the suppliés brought daily
for sale in the Markets, but also a marked improvement in the
variety and quality. Though there has been an inerease in
the prices generally, these have varied with the inevitable
fluectuations in supplies ineidental to weather, other condi-
tions outside the eontrol of the Markets Authorities and the
demands from the publie.  They have however compared
favourably with those obtaining in Spain and in times of
plenty have even been lower than the previous officially con-
trolled prices. :
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The average amount of fish imported daily from Spain
was 2,280 pounds, a considerable inerease as ecompared with
1953 when the corresponding fieure was 1,650,

Oceasional supplies from Catalan Bay were so small as to
he negligible.

All fish was inspeeted by the Markets Inspeetors before
it was exposed for sale in the Markets stalls or allowe:l to
be taken into the streets for sale by licensed itinerant fish
vendors.

The averagce number of licenses issued daily to itinerant
g ¥

fish vendors was 25, five less than the corresponding number

in 1953.

Milk

An average of one hundred and forty litres of fresh cows
and goats milk was imported daily from Spain which repre-
sents a small inerease over the guantity introduced the pre-
vious year. Supplies may therefore be said to have been
essentially tinned produects — condensed or evaporated.
Rationing of these produets was aholished in the early part
of the year.

Reconstituted milk processed locally from skimmed milk
powder by the addition of edible fats and vitamins and sub-
sequently pasteurized has also been available during the
year.

All fresh milk must conform with the standards preseri-
bed by the Milk and Dairies Bye-laws which also require
that it be heated to a temperature of 200°F for twenty minu-
tes or pasteurized in Gibraltar before it is exposed for sale
to the public. Dairies were visited regularly by the Samtary
Inspectorate and frequent samples were taken and analyzed
to ensure the highest standards of hygiene and eleanliness
possible and striet eompliance with the requirements of the
bye-laws.

Groceries

Supplies of grocervies imported from the United Kingdom
and other sources have been adequate and of satisfactory
quality.

Ice-Cream

All premises wherein ice-creams are mannfactured must
be registered with the City Council in acecordance with the
provisions of the Food and Drugs Ordinance, and these esta-
blishments were inspected by the Medical Officer of Health
personally before such registration was effected.

(49)



Frequent visits were subsequently paid by the Sanitary
Inspectors to advise manufacturers on measures designed to
attain the highest standards of cleanliness and hygiene possi-
ble, and numerous samples were taken during the course of
these visits and examined baecteriologically in the Couneil's
Liaboratories.

Only on one occasion was it found necessary to prohibit
the manufacture and sale of ice-eream by a purveyor until
some unsatisfactory conditions in his establishment were
remedied.

'onsiderable quantities of ice-cream manufactured by
reputable firms in Great Britain were also imported regu-
larly during the hot season. The sale of these produects is
conditional to their being sold in the original sealed wrap-
pers or containers as issued by the manufacturers and sub-
jeet to the same sanitary requirements as those produced
locally.

Eating Houses, Confectioneries and Cafes

All premises wherein meat or fish is prepared by any pro-
cess of cooking or which are used for the preparation or
manufaeture of sausages, potted, pressed, pickled or preser-
ved food must be registered with the City Counecil in com-
pliance with, the provisions of the Food and Drugs Ordin-
ance, whilst purveyors and vendors of refreshments, confee-
tionery, cakes, sweets, fruit or shell fish as well as the pre-
mises used for these trades must be registered under the
Council’s Food Bye-Laws,

All food catering establishments were inspected reguiarly
alt frequent intervals by the Department’'s Inspectors to en-
sure compliance with the food laws and the highest possible
standards of hygiene in the storing, handling, preparation
and serving of food.

One thousand, five hundred and sixty-three such inspec-
tions were made during the year, in the course of which ad-
vice was given to purveyvors on measures for the prevention
of econtamination of food, and suggestions made on the
utilization of available spaee and facilities to the best possi-
hle advantage.

Limitation of space and laek of a plentiful supply of run-
ning hot and cold water often present diffienlties particularly
to the proprietors of the smaller tea rooms and other such
establishments, but [ am not convineed that the best use is
always made of the available space and facilities or that the
handling of food cannot, notwithstanding such difficulties,
in many instances be improved.
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Food Poisoning

No notification of eases of food poisoning have been rec-
eived during the year. Though this may be taken to repre-
sent truly the position with respeet to the oecurrence of ma-
jor outhreaks of sueh affeetions, there are sound reasons to
helieve that either beeause no medical assistance is sum-
moned or because of the benign nature of the symptoms
many individual and minor familial incidents are not notified
to the Publie Health Department and thus escape investiga-
tion.

As 1s well known the symptoms in some patients infeeted
with Salmonella Paratyphi may closely simulate those of
acute food poisoning. Sueh individuals may rapidly recover
from the attack but continue to harbour the organism for
prolonged periods thus constituting a potential danger of in-
fection to others, partieularly if engaged in oceupations con-
cerned with the handling of food. I would therefore remind
medical practitioners that they have a statutory obligation
under seetion 19 of the Food and Drugs Ordinance to notify
such cases to the Medical Officer of Health, and request their
co-operation by eausing remnants of the food consumed as
well as other relevant material to be preserved and by fur-
nishing any information which may help in carrying out the
necessary investigations. .

Condemnation of Food

The following foods were found unfit for human con-
sumption and condemned :—

Healith Department Markzat

Inspectiors Inspectors
R I T P e e e s ot e e St R 1,087 pounds
Had MnlletrE e wrie s G 102 pounds
T D e e R R s 90 pounds
VT TR 1 ek g R .1 45 ) 50 pounds
T BT e s R R T 175 pounds
WHIGHE .t g i el e 20 pounds
| e e A el 110 pounds
210 o e B e R SO 30 pounds
T T - e e R e e e 90 pounds
AT 0 [ SR 40 pounds

Fowls ...... e e : v e 21 In number
B e i 6 pounds
EIR'E THOLters” ..o mscass B s e .. 112 pounds
N R s iy s 24 pounds



Cooked Ham .........

Luncheon Meat
Luncheon Pork

BERWIL i

Chopped Parﬁ”".-”

Jellied Veal ......
Smoked Bacon
Tinned Bacon ...
““Salami’”’ &
Ox Tongue ......
Liver Paste ......
Sausages .........

Rty old. seodios
B, Lol

Smoked Herrings
Dried Fruit ......
Custard Powder

rrrrrr

------

111111

Health Department

Inspectors
2354 pounds
916 pounds
1,187 pounds
328  pounds
110  pounds
102  pounds
2054 pounds
190 pounds
4074 pounds
66 pounds
12  pounds
9 pounds
984 pounds
2,100 pounds
158 pounds
221 pounds
344 pounds
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HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING

e —— - e ——

Three new tenement dwellings comprising a total of fifty
flats were construeted by the Government in pursuanee of the
Housing Scheme and put into service during 1954. Of these
MacFarlane House at Willis's Road and Sandpits House at
Witham’s Garden melude twenty and twenty-two flats res-
pectively, whilst the third provides eight flats destined to
house the Colonial Prison Warders. A second bloek com-
prising twenty-four flats has been placed under construction
at Witham’s Garden, and it is envisaged will he ready for
oeeupation early in 1955,

I have commented at length in all my previous Annual
Reports on the subjeet of housing and tedious repetition of
what has been written will seareely serve a useful purpose,
suffice it therefore to say that the position still remains eriti-
cal and that overerowding continues to be the prineipal eause
of conecern to the Health Authorities. 1 cannot refrain how-
ever from again urging that the provision of suitable de-
canting accommodation be given early and serious consider-
ation. It is hardly necessary to repeat that without such
temiporary alternate acecommodation, which at present is not
available, many repairs to existing houses cannot be effie-
iently earried out nor ean the reconstruetion be undertaken of
others which, though so dilapidated as to be only fit to be
demolished, are still of necessity being used for human habit-
ation.

The system for the allocation of Government owned
houses was revised in February of the year under review be-
canse certain changes were considered desirable. As no appli-
eations had heen accepted sinee Mareh 1951, it was evident
that owing to changed cireumstances many of those regis-
tered were out of date, and it was decided that all previous
applications should be cancelled and that the persons con-
cerned as well as  others, who though in genuine need of
accommodation had at the time been precluded from apply-
ing, be invited to tender applications to be assessed under
the revised system which provides that the degree of over-
erowding shall econstitute the principal consideration in deter-
mining priority for the allocation of available acecommodation.
The implementing of this system has at times gravely taxed
the resources of the Public Health Department having en-
tailed the survey of eight hundred and fifty-three tenements
oceupied by applicants and subsequent reporting thereon to
the Commissioner of Lands and Works. These together with
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four hundred and twenty-six applications from persons seek-
ing permission to sublet civilian accommodation which were
referred to the Department for investigation by the Colonial
Authorities provided a total of one thousand, two hundred
and seventy-nine premises surveyed and reported on during
the year.

I ecannot conclude this section without again ealling
attention to this pernieious subletting which shows no sign of
abating, and whiech not only seriously interferes with and
frustrates the efforts of those concerned with the abatement
of overerowding, but is also causing grievous harm to many
who are living under deplorable conditions.

I am indebted to the Commissioner of Lands and Works
for the following information respecting the progress of the
Government Housing Programme during the year 1954,

Houses Completed — permanent

MacFarlane House — Willis's Road ......... 20 flats
Sandpits House — Witham's Garden ...... 22 flats
Colonial Prison Warders Quarters ......... 8 flats

Houses Under Construction — permanent
Witham's Garden 2nd Bloek ................ .. 24 flats

Town Planning

The Central Planning Commission appointed under the
provisions of the Building (Interim Control} Ordinance con-
tinued to meet regularly during the yvear. At these Meetings
plang for the ereetion of new buildings, improvements to
existing strnetures and other construetional projeets were
considered. The said Ordinance does not in any way de-
tract from the powers vested in the City Couneil by the pro-
visions of thet Public Health Ordinanee, and seventy-two
applications for permission to effeet structural alterations to
existing premises or to erect new buildings were considered
and reported on under these powers.
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AMBULANCE SERVICE

A fleet of four ambulances is maintained by the City
Couneil primarily for the conveyance of persons suffering
from infeectious diseases, but which in fact constitutes the
only Ambulance Service available for the transport of civi-
lian patients and those landed from the Bay.

A total of two hundred and eighty-six cases were con-
veyved by the Ambulances during the year, two hundred and
twenty-seven from the town ang fifty-nine from the Bay.

Seven local cases and eight landed from the Bay were
patients suffering or suspected of suffering from infectious
diseases, the rest were accidents or persons suffering from
non-infeetions eonditions,

Local Cases  Bay Cases
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T T e I e 20 3
Fractures and Injuries .................. 49 11
Miscellaneous (medieal and
surgical cases) ...120 25
Totals...227 59
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DISINFECTION

Disinfection of bedding, clothing, ete., continued to he
carried out at the Disinfection Station in Line Wall Road.
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MEDICAL WORK DONE FOR THE COUNCIL

One hundred and fifty-seven Council employvees were
medically examined during the year. The majority were
routine examinations to determine the fitness of applicants
tor emplovment, a few were for the purpose of makmg re-
commendations related to retirement from the Couneil's ser-
vice for reasons of health.

Applicants suspected of suffering from Pulmonary Tuber-
culosis were referred to the Physician, King George V. Hos-
pital for radiological examination.

All workmen engaged in handling tar or tar produets in
the Council’s Gas Department were examined for early signs
of tar dermatitis, but no evidence of this condition was found
in any of these employees.
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OTHER MATTERS CONCERNED WITH THE
HEALTH OF GIBRALTAR

Board of Health

Tha Board of Health constitutes the principal co-ordina-
ting body in medieal matters between the Medical Services of
Her Majesiy’s Armed Forees, the Colonial Government and
the Public Health Services.

The following represents a brief summary of the sub-
jects diseussed and on which recommendations were made at
meetings held by the Board during the year.—

Statutory control of the sale of Antibioties and
Sulphonamides.

Danger of Trichinosis from imported pork.

Deelaration of the Colony a Yellow Fever receptive
area under the provisions of the International
Sanitary Regulations,

Isolation Hospital.

Undulant Fever,

Control of Puerperal Pyrexia and Ophthalmia
Neonatorum.

General Practitioners Service

The number of medical praetitioners engaged in general
_praetice appearing on the register on the 31st December,
1954 was eight, providing a ratio of 1 to 3,000 population
approximately.

The majority hold part-time appointments with the Col-
onial Government which promotes c¢lose co-operation between
the hospitals, child welfare medical serviees and the general
practitioner service and redounds to the benefit of both pat-
ients and doetors.

Nursing Services

The number of nurses registered under the Nurses Regis-
tration Regulations up to the 31st December, 1954 was thir-
teen. Two of these who are State Registered are no longer
in practice, the rest hold loeal nursing eertificates and are all
emploved in the Colonial Hospitals.

The number of midwives registered under the Midwives
Ordinance remained at five.
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These figures do not inelude the Colonial Nursing Sisters,

Unfortunately the Religious Order of Bon Secours who
for well over half a century have done most of the domi-
¢iliary nursing in the Colony found it necessary to withdraw
their Nursing Sisters from Gibraltar this year. There arve
reasons to believe that this is only a temporary measure, and
it is hoped that they will return and continue to render their
valuable services to the community in general and the poor
in particular,

District Medical Services

A general medical practitioner employed part time as
Distriet Medieal Officer assisted by two distriet nurses pro-
vides medieal treatment and ecarve for the mdigent sick and
aged at a special elinie which is held daily at the Exchange
Buildings, and by domiciliary visits when necessary.

Legislation relevant to Medical and Public Health Interests
enacted during the year

The Markets, Hawkers and Pedlars Ordinanee which
came into foree on the 1st of January, 1954 vests the Publie
Markets in the City Council, and provides for the eonfrol of
slaughter houses, markets, hawkers and pedlars by the
touneil.

The Quarantine (Aerial Navigation) (Amendment) Ru-
les 1954 abolish personal declarations of health by passen-
eers in agreement with the provisions of the International
Sanitary Regulations (No. 2).

The Danegerous Drugs Ordinanee — Orders made nnder
this Ordinance declare Methyldesomorphine, N-Allylnormor-
phine and a number of other drugs as well as the salts and
preparations thereof subject to the provisions of Part I of
the Ordinance.

The Midwives Rules have been amended to provide for
the control of Puerperal Pyrexia and Ophthalmia Neonatorum
pecurring in patients attended by midwives.

The Supplies (Emergeney Control) Ordinance and Regu-
lations, and the Price Control Ordinance. Certain amend-
ments to these enactments waive the control over the import-
ation, infer adia, of articles of food and reseind the maximum
prices for such ecommodities preseribed hitherto. By these
amendments the control and rationing of foodstuffs imposed
as emergeney measures during the war have been abolished.
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PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORIES

Report of the Pathologist-Analyst, Gibraltar

Seventeen thousand, eight hundred and sixty-eight inves-
tigations were carried out on speeimens submitted to the
Laboratories during 1954. This represents an increase of
over two thousand on the previous yvear. A substantial pro-
portion of this inerease was furnished by work carried out
for the Publiec Health Department in conneetion with the
diagnosis and prevention of infeetious diseases, the adminis-
tration of the Food and Drugs Ordinance and the determina-
tion of purity of potable water. Investigations on specimens
submitted by the Colonial Medical Services also show an
merease.

Approximately four thousand of the investigations car-
ried out for the Colonial Medical Services were in connection
with the diagnosis and prevention and treatment of infectious
diseases, and included Wassermann, Kahn and Widal reaet-
ions, examination of sputa for Myeobacterium tubereulosis
and other tests.

In accordance with recommendations made by the Medi-
cal Research Couneil and approved by the Ministry of Health
for the bacteriological grading of ice-cream and milk, the
Methylene Blue Test has been introduced and is now being
carried out as a routine procedure.

During the year several new tests have been introduced
which inelude a battery of liver funetion tests: Coombs and
Schumns tests; in vitro sensitivity of organisms to antibio-
ties; examinations of sputa and other fluids for malignant
cells, prothrombin time, (Quick’s one stage): Bergers Vieto-
ria Blue Test and seventeen Ketosteroids Tests. Tests al-
ready in use have also been modified and the techniques
employed improved.
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The following figures show the progressive inerease of
the number of investigations carrvied out in the Laboratories:

Year Investigations
e 5,612
PRI S e e 11,167
R e e TR DAY 13,632
o MR . 13,535
PUED e e 15,844
1858 i 15,865
1] S 17,868

It is obvious from the above figures that the inerease has
been quite substantial, and it is reasonable to envisage that
investigations will continue to inerease both in numbers and
complexity. The bench space however, has not kept paece
with the amount of work done and expansion of the Labora-
tories has now become a matter of the most pressing nurgeney.

A number of Yellow Fever inoculations were earried out

at the Laboratories which are recognised as an approved cen-
tre for such purpose by the World Health Organization.

B. A. IMOSSI,
City Pathologist-Analyst,
Gibraltar.

Lahoratory, 19th April, 1955.

(61)






COMPARATIVE CHART OF BIRTH AND DEATH RATES PER 1000 CIVIL POPULATION
FOR THE DECENNIAL PERIODS 1930-1939 & 1945-1954
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DEATH RATE PER 1000 CIVIL POPULATION FOR THE DECENNIAL PERIODS
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