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PREFACE

It gives me much pleasure to present this Annual Report on
the health of Gibraltar, unfortunately, my last,

The statistics for 1948 show a very satisfactory state as regards
deaths and infectious disease, but peruszal of the Child Welfare
and School Medical Reports reveals the existence of a large
amount of preventable illness and partial incapacity. I feel
certain that even more would be found among the young work-
ing population, a condition ever reducing their efficiency as
workers and wage earners. Unfortunately we have mo statistics
available for this section of the community,

The population has inereased, but this is largely offset by
the reduction in the number of Gibraltarians awaiting repatria-
tion.

The birth rate has fallen considerably to 17.25 per thousand,
but even so the births still exceeded the deaths by one hundred
and ninety-five.

The infant mortality rate for 1948 was 29.64 the lowest for
many vears, if not the lowest ever recorded. Of still-births
there is no accurate record, as they are not registered. The re-
gistration of still-births and the issue of burial certificates for
them is a requirement long overdue.

The greatest problems facing Gibraltar remain those of hous-
ing, its related problem of overcrowding, and water supply.
The completion of the new blocks of flats early in 1949 should
do something to ease the first two in a gemeral way. 1 say in a
zeneral way, because a working labourer needing a three or four
bedroomed dwelling will not be able to afford the rents of
these semi-luxury flats. Also, I fear that overcrowded rooms
vacated by their present occupiers om their removal to more
spacious premises will rapidly become overcrowded again —
unless fresh legislation is enacted. The present Prevention of
Overcrowding Bye-laws are quite inadequate since their standard
of three hundred cubic feet per person is so low; in fact that
standard, having been stated, now prevents action being taken

under the general nuisances section, (Public Health Ordinance,
Sec. 111 (f)).

That improved water supplies are required is self-evident
from the crises which ocecur, almost annually, at the end of the
dry season. The new softening plant, will no doubt relieve these
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emergencies, but I fear it will not permit of the sensible require-
ment that all premises where food is prepared should be sup-
plied with running fresh water. This is most necessary for the
proper cleansing of utensils and the hands of the food handlers.
Only a really clean food and drink supply will ever rid Gibraltar
of its own endemic disease, I mean, “Gib Tummy."’

The School Report should be carefully read for it shows not
only the need for the training of mothers in child care, but also
the necessity for better housing. Overcrowding leads to loss of
sleep for children who cannot go to bed until their elders re-
tire; whilst the absence of cooking facilities in many dwellings
cause children to be improperly fed. For the teaching of
mothers we certainly require more Health Visitors and School
Nurses.

The need for an ordinamce controlling safety, space, lighting
and ventilation of workshops and factories has been forecibly
brought to my notice when visiting food preparing premises.
Too many factories employ unguarded belts and pulleys and
unguarded machinery: many of the smaller workshops are very
badly ventilated and suffer serious deficiencies of natural light-
ing. All of which must reflect upon the health of the em-
ployees,

The thanks of the people of Gibraltar must be extended to
the St. John Ambulance Brigade, who generously donated an
exceedingly well furmished ambulance to the City Council, for
their ambulance service.

The revised system of charges for laboratory work done for
the Services and Colonial Government has resulted in a con-
siderable diminution of the work dome for the Services, par-
ticularly the Army: on the other hand the number of specimens
examined for the Colonial Government Medical Service has in-
creased. The absence of an examination room attached to the
laboratory is not without danger. Sooner or later, in spite of
the care of the staff, some person attending for the taking of
a specimen will become infected by the infected material neces-
sarily being handled in the laboratory,

There were no changes in the permanent staff in 1948, but
two temporary rodent operatives were employed for a short
period at the latter end of the year,

I have to thank the whole of the departmental staff for the
conscientious manner in which they have carried out their duties
in the past year. Such loyalty and efficiency is certainly to be
prized and cultivated. Every care should be taken not to strain
their faith by taking the line of least resistence and overloading
the willing.



That I have been able to complete this report before my
departure is solely due to the hard work and overtime put in
by both my Chiel Clerk and Secretary,

My thanks must be expressed to the City Council for their
interest and help, and to the heads and members of the many
other departments, both Service and Civil, who have so readily
given me their assistance,

J. Q. MOUNTAIN,
Major, R.A.M.C,,
Medical Officer of Health

Public Health Department,
City Council of Gibraltar,
12 March, 1949,



City Council of Gibraltar

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Summary of Vital Statistics for the year 1948

e ——

Total area of Gibraltar Territory ...
Area of the City ...

Estimated Total Civil Population of

(ibraltar ...

Kstimated Fixed Population of

Gibraltar ...

Sum represented by a Penny Rate ...

Birihs in Fixed Population ...

Total ...

Birth rate per 1,000 Fixed Civil

Populatiom. ..

Deaths in Fixed Civil Population ...
Death rate per 1,000 of Fixed Civil

Population ...

Crude Death rate per 1,000 Total Civil

Population...

Death rate from Pulmonary Tuberculosis. ..

Infantile Mortality Rate

X1

1,387 acres
104 acres

23,700 persons

21,472 persons

. £1,550

190 males
182 females
372
17.32
176
8.19
1.67
0.51
29.56






METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS FOR
THE YEAR 1948.

The following weather summary and tables have been sup-
plied by the Air Ministry’s Meteorologist at Gibraltar.

January was milder than normal. A stormy spell towards
the end of this month yielded heavy rainfall above the average.

February and March were both warmer and drier than usual.
No rain fell in the first seventeen days of February.

April and May gave unsettled weather with rainfall rather
above the average.

June, July, August and September were mainly fine months
with abundant sunshine in the latter two months. :

The drought was broken at the end of October with about
normal rainfall for the month,

November was abnormally dry with a prolonged spell of
levanter.

December begun with fair weather but an unsettled spell
about Christmas produced about the normal rainfall.

The total rainfall for the year was 25.31 inches which is 72%
of the average. The deficit was due to the fair dry weather im
February and March, a fine September and an exceptionallv
dry November when only .07 inches were recorded.

It is to be noted that statistica refer to the R.AF. Airfield at
North Front, Gibraltar.
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VITAL STATISTICS

It should be noted that these statistics do mot include the
Naval, Military or R.AF, populations.

Population
The civil population of Gibraltar as shown in the Records

and Permit Office of the Police Department consisted, at the
end of 1948, of the following: —

Men Women Children Totals

British Subjects ... ... 7,300 8,583 5589 21472
Resident aliens 956 1,217 29 2,228

Totals ... 8256 9,800 5,644 23,700

Average number of persons entering and leaving Gibraltar
daily : — '

A reitivmsiors o RRTREO0
(e O 8,400
DI 8,300

The alterations in population during recent years are shown
below : —

British Alien
3 Subjects Subjects Total
How Estimated Fixed Floating Popu Iajt isii
Population Population
Census April 1931 16,188 1,425 17,613
Police Estimate end of 1932 15,143 1,466 16,609
do. 1933 15,071 1,326 16,397
do. 1934 14,790 1,057 15,847
do. 1935 15,735 1,130 16,865
do. 1936 16,875 2,319 19,194
do. 1937 16,792 2,749 19,541
do. 1938 17,222 3,017 20,239
do. 1939 18,125 2,315 20,440
Civil Population evacuated during
war years.
do. 1945 17,448 1,784 19,232
do. 19246 19,269 1,964 21,233
do. 1947 20,316 2,216 22,532

do. 1948 21,472 2,228 23,700

-

i}



Birth, Death and Infant Mortality Rates for the Past Fifteen
Years

Death Rate Birth Rate Infant Mortality

( per 1,000)
L 14.94 23.68 39.2
ATAL Gt i 14.51 25.8 24.8
PONS | connsntioflinh ot 15.71 16.9 67.4
V036 .oncadetibnmaaliingg 15.47 19.3 62.09
T9ET et S 14.93 22.69 68.24
BOAR oo 13.73 21.07 74.38
% - M S e 14.25 20.85 79.36
Period of evacuation of civil population.
o R D 34.84 32.89
1T TR M A ROw s 8.8 21.38 36.4
17y O Ty, 18.75 47.24
| SR DO SR 7! 1727 29.56

Births

Three hundred and seventy-two children were born from the
resident [ixed population during the year: one hundred and
ninety males and one hundred and eighty-two females, making
a birth rate of 17.32 per 1,000 fixed population.

"

The birth rate for 1948 shows a continuation of the fall noted
last year, and is the lowest recorded since 1935. Such a fall
is to be expected following the abnormal rise in the years im-
mediately following the war,

It is probable that difficulties married couples find in obtain-
ing living accommodation are contributing to this fall by delay-
ing many marriages. Obviously, delayed marriages will inevit-
ably lead to a reduction in the birth rate.

The table below shows the distribution of births between
hospitals, doctors and midwives :

Births taking place at ... ... Colonial Hospital 321
Military Hospital 10
Births attended by... ... ... medical practitioners 14
midwives 24
Born before arrival ... ... 3




Hlegitimate Births

Only ten illegitimate births were registered in 1948, being 2.69
per cent of all births. The low illegitimate birth rate contri-
butes to low infant mortality rates, as it is commonly found that
the mortality among illegitimate babies is twice that among
legitimate,

Still-Births

Still-births are not registered in Gibraltar but it is known thai
four oceurred in the Colonial Hospital. The failure to require
registration of still-births must, sooner or later, permit the
escape of some person guilty of infanticide,

Infant Mortality

Eleven children under the age of one year died in 1948, repre-
senting an infant mortality rate of 29.56 per 1,000 births, This
figure is considerably less than that of 1947 I4T.E} and very much
lower than the pre-war average of 63.7.

The causes of infant deaths are tabulated below :——

) | |

[T} | ' | x o Sa

|z | 5| 5 (2:=| 5|82 2|2

w2 E| 8|88l 8l B8| 8] &85
CAUSE OF DEATH M B e % - 2 z = (Wi

Bl g & | S |El 2|2 |=]| 8|28

il Bt M

|
! I '

; | [ | '
Prematurity S i (s il 1 , i |
Prneumonia ... i | 1t i 1
Birth ‘njury 1| 1 : | 1

| | !
Meningitis ... | 1| b 4 9
Diarrhoea & iuntertth | . ' 1 | 1
Septicaemia A f ' | L Al
Congenital debility ! L 1
; | !

Totals... :| 1 5 3 1 i 2 1L

| |

It is noteworthy that of the eleven deaths, five or 45.4 per
cent occurred in the first month of life. Thus the nconatal
morlality per 1,000 births is 1.35, compared with 34.1 in 1947,

These low figures reflect the increasing use being made of the
ante-natal and Child Welfare services now being provided by
the Government.

Maternal Mortality

There was but one maternal death due to acute yellow atrophy
of the liver.
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Deaths

The number of deaths registered as having occurred in 1948
among the resident British population was one hundred and
seventy-six or 8.19 per thousand: in addition there were six
deaths among resident aliens (2.69 per thousand): making a
total of one hundred and eighty-two or 7.67 per thousand of
the total population.

The princi[}al causes of death were : —

Diseases of the ecireulation .................. 47
Cancer .......c.iciiues S =it Lo tele ) N
Cerebral haemorrhage ........................ 19
Semiliby o e R | |

Pulmonary Tuberculosis ...............ccoven. 12

With the exception of Cancer and Pulmonarv Tuberculosis
all the chief causes of death are associated with old age and the
cemeral ageing of the tissues.

It would therefore seem that if the death rate is to be further
lowered the problems of Cancer and Tuberculosis will have to

be solved.

This is not intended to suggest that the problems of geriatries
should not be studied, for old age brings other difficulties besides
that of death. In Gibraltar provision for the aged who are no
lomger able to care for themselves is scanty, hence these older
people become a serious burden to the younger members of the
family, whilst those without near relations must rely on the
kindliness of neighbours, and often they are compelled to live
under very distressing circumstances. Under such conditions,
anything which can be done to prevent the aged becoming bed-
ridden and helpless must be of inestimable value.

Fifty-ome point one per cent of deaths occurred in persons
over sixty-five years of age.

Also twenty-one deaths were registered from persons landed
from shipping in the Bay or brought into the Colony for treat-

ment.

Deaths by Months and Quarters

Ty e L | SO DAL s e eae
FEBFRAET il aveiis B T Rt R s [
Mareh e PALE LT RN Lo s oty e L

Ist Qtr. ... 63 2nd Qtr.... 36



Jul}r P T R I T R P T e 23 Uﬂtﬂblﬂ' sEEE R SR EEE R R R R EE S B 14

BAUPOEE o oissiinss iniamins 111T DIBSEIRIGE ... tensin s smnes 21
SEDIEIINEE o-oicoiamminnns 18  TIOCERIBEN o0 oionidirssnnssiving, . LD
3rd Qtr.... 54 4th Qtr.... 50

The above table includes twenty-one deaths from cases landeil
from the Bay or brought into the Colony for treatment, and six
from among resident aliens.



MATERNITY, CHILD WELFARE AND SCHOOL
MEDICAL SERVICES.

These services are n&:erated by the Colonial Government,
being closely linked with the hospital services.

Maternity

In 1948 new Midwives Rules on closely similar lines to those
in force in the United Kingdom were promulgated. These will,
without doubt, considerably improve the supervision of mid-
wives practising outside the hospitals. It is to be hoped that
they will not consider them restrictive but more in the light of
authoritative directions as to their procedure for carrying on
the safe practice of midwifery. The midwife who conscienti-
ously carries them out will certainly never be able to reproach
herself that she has not done the best for her patient.

The table on page 6 shows that the greater number of births
occurred in hospital, and although modern opinion does not
believe that hospital confinements are any safer than those
taking place at home, in a city like Gibraltar with its over-
crowding and all too frequent low housing standards, comfine-
ment in hospital would appear to be easily the lesser of two
evils.

The physician in charge of the Maternity Department at the
Colonial Hospital has kindly supplied the following informa-
tion : —

‘An antematal clinic is held weekly at the Colonial Hospital,
the attendance at this clinic has been very good as the
majority of mothers are realizing the value of antenatal
care and hygiene,

“The maternity block is now fully equipped, the outstand-
ing items of apparatus having arrived during the year.

Deliveries, 344
Females 180 }
Males 164
Neonatal deaths 3
Still-born 4
Macerated faetus 4
Maternal deaths 1
Twims 1 set

“The total number of deliveries was twenty-nine less than
in 1947. The maternal death was caused by acute yellow
atrophy of the liver.
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Child Welfare and School Medical Service

Much good work is being dome by these young services, but a
perusal of the figures in the School Medical Officer’s report
shows that there is still a great deal more to be done.

The work is, of course, mainly educational, being that of
teaching the parents the rudiments of mutrition and healthy
living. It is bound to be a slow and lengthy process.

That thirty-three per cent. of the school children reach a
nutritional standard of only “fair” and that forty-three per
cenl., suffer from dental caries shows the need for instruction in
child feeding. The high incidence of verminous heads, of en-
larged tonsils and neck glands, and of deformities of chest and
limbs indicates the need for training in healthy living.

These facts undoubtedly demonstrate the need for increasing
the missionary work being so ably performed by the very sinall
staff of Health Visitors and School Nurses. That they meet
considerable resistance to their advice from the parents is re-
vealed by the high proportion of children who fail to keep
appointments for eye tests and chest examinations. Such re-
sistance makes their work doubly difficult as so much time has
to be wasted an following up these recalcitrant children.

For the following reports I have to thank Dr. D, J. Valentine,
Chief Medical Officer to the Colonial Government, Dr. Durante
the School Medical Officer and Dr. Mary Voight, Child Welfare
Officer.

Medical Inspection of School Children

All the schools have been visited on several occasions during
the year and one thousand two hundred and minety-two children
were medically examined. Regular visits were also paid by the
Assistant Health Visitor in charge of schools in the course of
which three thousand seven hundred and three children were
inspected for cleanliness and seven hundred and sixty-six for
defects of vision.

Of the children medically examined eight hundred and fifty-
nine (66.4%) were found in good general physical condition.
In four hundred and twemty-six (32.9%) the general condition
was fair, whilst seven (0.54%) were in a poor state of health.
The majority of the children in which the general physical
state was unsatisfactory belonged to the group of five to eight
years old.

in cme hundred and twenty-six children the nutrition was
poor and eighty-five were suffering from clinical anaemia. One
hundred and eighteen were undersized or poorly developed,
but their general condition was fair. Twenty-eight showed a
tendency to obesity. Five hundred and fifty-five (43%) were
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suffering from dental caries often associated with disease of the
gums. This incidence must be considered unduly high, although
the fizure does include a proportion of children in the age of
changes of dentition.

Though on the whole the impression gathered from a general
survey of the results of the examinations carried out is that
there is some improvement in general health as compared with
the previous vear yet, the fact that 32.9% of these children were
only in “fair” general condition and 43% were suffering from
dental caries cannot be viewed with complacency and short of
the institution of school meals it would be beneficial if the
routine issue of a third of a pint of milk daily, which at present
i= confined to children in the five to eight year-old group, were
extended to include all children of school age.

- Postural defects were noted in two hundred and sixty-three
children. It is, however, encouraging to find that the incidence
of these defects gradually diminishes in the higher age groups
probably due to the physical training classes “which are now
being conducted regularly in all schools.

Varying degrees of hypertrophy of the tonsils were found in
three hundred and seventeen children and two hundred and
eighty exhibited enlargement of the cervical glands. In only
a small proportion was it considered necessary to advise surgical
treatment. Though the incidence of tonsillar hypertrophies
was high, rheumatic states were rare and omly one child was
relmrted on radiological examination to have a ‘‘mitral” type
of heart.  The only case of valvular heart disease detected
clinically was of congenital aetiology.

To the ophthalmic clinic at the Colonial Hospital were re-
ferred two hundred and forty-nine children who were found to
be suffering from defective vision. Though still a high pro-
portion of those children have failed to keep their appoint-
ments, the attitude of parents to their children being examined
amd wearing glasses has gradually improved, but much patience
and persuasion has had to be exercised to achieve this small
improvement.

Children suspected of suffering from pulmonary disease have
continued to be referred to the Colonial Hospital for X-ray
screening by the Physician in Charge of King George V, Hos-
pital. ‘;Jt"l.mlt} four children were referred to him for this
purposge but fourteen failed to attend owing to non co-operation
or objection of the paremts to the examination.

The results are tubulated below.

Though the incidence of infective and pyococcal dermatoses
has been low and the standard of clothing and cleanlimess satis-
factory, head verminous infestations were undesirably high—as
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many as one thousand children, 27 per cent, being found infested
by the nurse in the courze of her routine inspections.

The following medicines were recommended and supplied
either at a reduced cost or free of charge, at the Child Wellare
Clinic : —

Fersolate tablets ... ... ... to 59 childrem
Ostocalcium tablets ... ... ..., 55 ,,

Cod Liver 01l and Malt ered] . S
Parrish’s Chemical Food... ... , 6
Abnormality Number of Children

Affected
Disorders of Nutrition and Metabolism

Poor DEERen." .- ... e s saw 120
Anaemia e e e D
Undersized or pﬂurlv developed 8 e A
BBSRrC o s o ol eion o o)
Diabetes 1

Defective Posture

including postural Scoliosis, winged
scapulae, &e. Sr I g

Skeletal Deformities—Minor Degrees
of Genu Valgum, Varum, Flat feet, ete, ... 157

Mouth, Upper respiratory passages and Ears

Enlarged tonsils and/or adenoids ... ... 317
Nasal obstruction ines bR sl e D)
Enlarged cervieal glands ... ... ... ... 280
Otitis media, defective hearing ... ... 10
Otizis Externa ... e 4
Dental earies and .:I.Ffl'-"ll'llﬂllﬂ of oUms 555
Chest
Deformities, pidgeon chest, depressed
sternum, ete. o e R L
Lungs and Mediastinum
Suspected pulmonary disease and X-ray
sereened ind e SRR -
Appointments not kept s i e, 1
Negative findings O TP



Calcified lesions of hylum or Parenchyma
Enlarged roots ... ...
Enlarged mediastinal glands

Heavy broncho-vascular markings ...
primary

Healed

focus

T.B.

B oA s &8s

R

parenc h yYma Lous

CRCR

Ghon's focus with remains of interlobar

pleurisy

Mitral type of heart ...

Rudimentary 1st rib ...

Asthma ...
Bronchitis

Heart—Functional Murmurs
Congenital morbus cardis

Evyes

Defective vision ...

Strabismus

a8

o R

SR LR

Diseases of Conjunctiva and eyelids

Dermatoses including pyococeal infections ... ...

Nervous System

Nervous excitability, depression, nega-

tivism
Eneuresis
Stammer

CaC woaa @

w o w %

Mentally llilfl-;“‘il;';i

Epilepsy

Habit spasm

Digestive System

48

Constipation, anorexia

ditions ...

Other Abnormalities

CaCa e 5B R

14

other con-

o w www

ERC

-1 S 00 b2

T RCl

249
29
18

49

Ll S == S~

83









School Cleanliness Inspections carried out by the Assistant
Health Visitor

Number of children examined . S R 1 |
N . = found rletm vy, I T
» ’ - with verminous htmds Iﬂ'ﬂll
- e = overclothed ... 59
1 . S excluded from school for

failure to have heads cleaned
after ropﬁllﬂl notices ... ... 37
Number of home wvisifts ... ..7 ... oo cor ous 6

In conclusion, though some progress can reasonably be r]aun—
ed to have been made durmg., the year in a service which i
Gibraltar may be said to be in its infancy, much remains to !w
accomplished, but it is felt that further progress must greatly
depend and cannot of necessity be dissociated from improve-
ments in home conditions by the relief of overcrowding, raising
of the standard of living, and the gemml education of parents
to the advantage for their children’s health of a service the full
benefits of which cannot be attained without their close co-ope-
ration,

Child Welfare Clinics

The activities of the Infant Welfare clinics were maintained
throughout the year with three sessions a week at the Town
Clinic in the Exchange Building and one session a week at the
South Clinic in Cumberland Road.

Medical advice was given to every mother who brought her
child under five vears for examination, and. in addition, Health
Visitors and their assistants visited homes when possible to help
and advise mothers on problems in the care and upbringing of
infants and young children.

Clinies have been well attended.
Voluntary assistance has been of great help to the staff,

Milk Food and certain medical preparations (malt, calcium,
iron, Vitamin C, gentian violet, ete.) have been supplied free
or at reduced cost to those mothers who required assistance in
this way. Other medicines prescribed were issued from the
dispensary ar the Colonial Hospital, 1In some instances the
demand outran the supply.

Some mothers brought Pertussis vaccine for their children,
and injections were given when considered advisable.

As necessary, patients were referred to the various depart-
ments of the Colonial Hospital, and in certain cases for admis-
gion to the Children’s Ward,
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Table of Attendances and Home Visits

Number on Register ~ Attendances

Towm Chinie ... ... .. 916 6,878
South Clinie ... ... ... 186 1,414
Catalan Bay ... ... ... 5 22

1,107 8.314

Home Visits

POIANY " 5l Lt R T e e R e
VT I 5 e | R
Over 1 year Sad tised LR ol T s StR ke S
Riggal il oo ilee il te Inghasiseiog
Ante-miakall oo, o G e Ll sin i e am
Botbes - e s L oAU
Transit Centres shi MR s
Frmatheny. oo ioi e oEERRRRE L D0 LET e e i
TRERREWHLA.  on:  cis wis crolEEL e mmen cabw g e R

Anti-Diphtheritic Immunisations

It Bgie o0 S vl T R T e o A0 SRR TR e L
4T R B T T e |

Summary of Dental Work

School children requiring treatment were referred to the
Dental Surgeons (Mr, Danino and Mr. Cochrane). They attend-
ed at the private surgeries by appoiniment—Mr. Danino on
Wednesdays and Fridays at 9.30 am.—and Mr, Cochrane on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9.30 am.

Number of Teeth  Teeth Aitendance
sessions Conserved Extracted for Gum

Treaiment

and Scaling
Mr. Daninoe ... ... 103 790 214 110
Mr. Cochrane ... 68 171 376 o4
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PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE

——— e —

Two hundred and fifty-two cases of infectious disease were
notified during the year (168 in 1947) equal to a rate of 10.6
per thousand.

This rate cannot be compared with that of 1947 owing to
changes having been made in the diseases which are notifiable.
1948 was the first year in which Non-pulmonary Tuberculosis
has been notifiable, and in August Wheoping Cough and Mumps
were also added to the diseases which are notifiable, whilst
Erythema Infectiosum and Benign Lvmphocytie Meningitis were
deleted.

The main object of the additions was to obtain some control
of children suffering from Whooping Cough and Mumps, and
particularly to be able to prevent their attendance at school or
their visiting clinics and other places where children congregate,

There were no epidemics of major inlectious disease, but a
mild outbreak of Measles occurred in midsummer.

Diphtheria

Only eight cases of Diphtheria were notified in 1948—but
there was one death. Good as these figures are, one cannot but
feel that they might have been better had full use been made
of the facilities for immunisation. Now that the greater part
of the task of medical examination of the school pnpuldlmn has
been completed, consideration will have to be given to making
arrangements for the immunisation of those school children who
have previously failed to be immunised and for reinforcing the
immunity of those treated in infancy.

One hundred and twenty-one children completed immunisa-
tion at the Child Welfare Clinics. This represents only 32 per
cent. of the number of children born.

Scarler Fever

Scarlet Fever was virtually non-existent, only ihree cases
being notified in the year.

Enteric Fever

There were eleven cases of Typhoid Fever. This is a slight
inerease on the number for 1947, eight, but is within the normal
range.

Of the eleven notified cases of Enteric Fever, four were pro-
bahly infected outside Gibraltar: one almost certainly was in-
fected when bathing in the sea near a sewer outfall, 2nd in the
remaining six no definite source could be found.
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Dysentery

Notifications numbered ten, as against five in 1947, and eight
in 1946.  All local cases were of the baciilary type, the majority
being Flexner, but Sonne and Newcastle were also represented.

Three of the cases were probably infected outside Gibraltar
and two others were found whilst examining contacts.

One case of amoebic dysentery was admitted to the Colonial
Hospital from a ship in the Bay,

Undulant Fever

Notifications of Undulant Fever nmumbered two—both were
Melitensis infections and both had consumed untreated goats
milk while on visits outside the Colony.

Smallpox

No cases of Smallpox were notified in 1948, nor were any
brought into the Colony fer treatment.

Vaceination.

Every child is required to be vaccinated within three months
of birth and to be revaccinated at twelve years of age, Vacecina-
tion is carried out at the bi-weekly clinics held by the Public
Vaccinator at the Health Department. Babies may also be
vaccinated by the Medical Officer at the Child Welfare Clinics.

Number of children born ... ... ... ... 385%
Number died before vaccination ... ... 0
Number who left Gibraltar ... ... ... 17

Certified as insusceptible to vaccination 2
Vaccination postponed on medical grounds 21

Number successfully vaccimated
(children borm in 1948) ... ... ... ... 251

Objectors to vaccination ... ... ... ... NIL
Outstanding . e ey wuyeas

(*includes 13 non-residents).

Of the eighty-eight outstanding, eighty-one had mnot attained
the age of three menths—notices have been served on the re-
maining seven.

In all, three hundred and fifty-two vaccinations and one hun-
dred and ninety-six revaccinations on children who had attained
the age of twelve years, were performed during the year. The
Publie Vaceinator carried out three hundred and forty-seven
vaccinations and two hundred and ninetv-one revaccinations.
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Measles

A mild epidemic of Measles occurred in May, June and July
tailing off in August and September, It involved one hundred
and thirty-five cases and was not confined to any particular
distriet,

W hooping Cough

Pertussis became prevalent in the summer and early autumn,
but the figures shown in this year’s records are incomplete as
the disease was only made notifiable in August. The discase
was generally mild, few cases requiring hospital treatment.

Chicken Pox

Cases of Chicken Pox occurred sporadically bui were fewer
in 1948, thirteen, than in 1947, forty-one.

Tuberculosis

The number of cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis notified in
1948, seventeen, fell considerably below that of the previous
year, thirty-one, but the mumber of deaths from Pulmonary
Tuberculosis increased from seven in 1947 to twelve in 1948,

The corresponding incidence per thousand for 1948 was, cases
0.72 and deaths 0.51.

Much has been accomplished in the treatment and supervision
of cases of Tuberculosis but much more could be achieved were
it possible to house tuberculosis families so that the sufferer
could be properly isolated from the rest of the family. That
the infection does not spread with greater rapidity is often to
be marvelled at when one finds families of three, four or five
acdults and children all sharing one room with a sufferer. Fre-
quently the room is ill ventilated aad ill lit, in some cases never
even receiving the benefit of a single ray of sunlight.

As was expected the introduction in December, 1947, of the
notification of Non-pulmenary Tuberculosis has not revealed
any great number of these cases, only two being motified in the
vear under review, equivalent to a rate of 0.93 per 1,000 popula-
tion. Two deaths were registered from Non-pulmonary Tuber-
cle so that the death rate was also 0.93 per 1,000 population,
but these rates relate to such small numbers that thev have
little value,

Rabies

In 1948 there were no cases of Rabies amongst dogs or cats in

Gibraltar.

One suspected case in a cat was investigated but examination
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of the animal’s brain at the Pasteur Institute, Tangier, failed
to confirm the diagnosis.

Between 19th July and 14th August a cat campaign was held
to rid the City of some of its large population of stray cals,
Two hundred and twenty-six cats were caught, and painlessly
destroyed at the dogs’ home. For some reason the population
of Gibraltar, although complaining incessantly of these stray
cats, will never lift a finger to help themselves. During the
campaign the offer to destroy painlessly any cat brought to the
dogs’ home was made, but mot a single individual brought one
for destruction, the public leaving the whole of the work to
the Council employees.

Regulations prohibiting the importation of dogs except direct-
ly from the United Kingdom and for the licensing and muzzling
of all dogs in Gibraltar were amended so that the Colonial Secre-
tary may authorise the importation of a dog, conditionally en
its being kept in quarantine at the owner’s expense for a period
of six months. The amended rules also permit the entry, under
licence, of dogs in transit with due precautions to ensure that
they remain isolated during their stay in the Colony.

Stray dogs are taken to the kennels and if not claimed are
destroyed. Any dog which bites a person is put under observa-
tion for ten days, unless the owner elects to have it destroyed.

The Commissioner of Police who has charge of the kennels
has kindly supplied the following statistics of the work done
there: —

Number of stray dogs admitted ... ... ... ... ... 199
Number of stray dogs claimed ... ... ... .. ... 50
Number of stray dogs destroyed ... ... ... ... ... 149
Number of dogs detained after biting persons ... ... 25
Number of dogs (detained) elaimed ... ... ... ... 21
Number of dogs (detained) destroyed ... ... ... ... 4
Number of dogs detained as contacts of rabies ... ... Nil
Number of dogs returned to owners after quarantine Nil
Nuniber destvoredic V... . DEEEI0AY s v lans aatt NI
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INSECT VECTORS

-

Mosquitoes

The year was not a particularly bad one for mosquitoes, but
owing to the drought during the usual rainy period, and con-
sequent lateness of the last rains, mosquitoes continued to sur-
vive later in the year than is usual — Aédes argenteus being
detected as late as December,

Some fifty-nine specimens were taken for identification, the
following species being found :

Aédes argenteus ... 31 (between June and December)
Aédes aegypti ... 1 (in June)
Theobaldia (between April and June)

longeareolata 4

Culex pipiens ... 23 (between January and October)

No additional staff were employed during the mosquito season
— the Sanitary Inspectors and their assistants covering the
work, details of which are given in the table, whilst a summary
is set out below : —

Number of visit paid to premises ... ... ... ... 28973
Number of breeding places found composed of
MR i oy i asae 47
barrels 3 159
earthenware receptacles ... 4 Ol
Miscellaneous ... ... ... 98

House Flies

Flies were not unduly prevalent, this being attributable in no
small measure to the paucity of horses on the Rock and to the
daily removal of house refuse.

Five per cent D.D.T. solution for use in spray suns has con-
tinued to be on sale at the Health Department and has proved
popular, residents apparemtly recognising the greater eflicacy
of the five per cent solution over those of lower coneentration
frequently sold as anti-fly sprays.

Five hundred and forty-four gallons of five per cemt D.D.T.
solution were disposed of in this way during the year.
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ANTI-RAT CAMPAIGN

The organisation for the destruction of rats has remained tl
same. The closest liaison has been maintained between Ciy
and Service Authorities throughout the year, even to the exte
of the preparation of bait and poisons in common. In co
sequence of this close cooperation at the lower levels there h.
been but little work to be done by the Anti-Rat Coordinatin
Committee, and only four meetings were found necessary.

From the tables appended it will be seen that more work h.
been done in 1948 than in the previous vear.

1948 1947
Points pre-baited ... ... ... 26,836 14.376
Points poison baited ... ... 18,615 8,624
Takes recorded ... ... ... 11,205 4,472
Estimated kill 4,828 2,528

The increasing numbers of takes in the late summer led to th
employment of two additional men—from lst October to tl
end of the year—in an effort to counteract the evident rise i
the rat population.

It would seem that our effort, great though it has been, is no
sufficient to maintain the status quo,

Late in the year a small quantity of Dicoumarol was obtaine
for experimental purposes, but to date tests are not complet
and it would be premature to pass judgment on this new poiser

For a week in December an excellent film on anti-roden
work was shown to the public as a ‘short’ supplementing th
ordinary film programme.
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PORT HEALTH WORK

Maritime

The port health work is under the control of the Government,
who employ two part-time medical practitioners, and a number
of boarding officers who work under the administration of the
Captain of the Port. The Medical Officer of Health is also
nominated a “Health Officer” so that he shall have like powers
Lo board ships, examine suspected cases of infectious disease and
where necessary, 1o order infected os suspected ships in quaran-
tine.

The Captain of the Port has kindly supplied the following
information : —

‘Every vessel arriving in the Colony is visited by a boarding
or health officer and where any infectious disease exists or is
suspected to exist on board any vessel, or where the boarding
or health officer considers that the public health cannot other-
wise be adequately safeguarded, such vessel is placed in qua-
rantine and subjected to control under the provisions of the
Quarantine Ordinance and Rules.

*Where a ship arrives and during the vovage there has been
a death from illness suspected to be of an infectious nature, or
a case of such illness; or the ship has called at an infected port:
or plague has occurred or been suspected amongst rats, such
ship is put-by for full inspection by the health officer, and for
control as circumstances may require.’

Number of ships entered during 1948 ... ... ... 6202
Number of ships visited by the Health Officer ... 126
Number of ships placed in quarantine ... ... ... Nil

Cases of sickness landed from ships—
British ... 91
Foreign ... 134

Air
The airport is under the control of the Royal Air Force and

their Senior Medical Officer acts as Health Officer.

Amendments to the Quarantine Ordinance and the Rules
made thereunder have been drafted to legalise his position in
carrying out the recommendations of the World Health Organ-
isation and International Sanitary Conventions for Aerial Navi-
gation.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES

I am indebted to the City Engiﬁeer Mr. F. L. Ruggeri, M. Inst.
M. & Cye., M.I. Struet, E,, for assistance in the preparation of
this part of the report.

Water Supply

Gibraltar has a dual system of water supply. Fresh water for
drinking and brackish water for sanitary and ablution purposes.

The population obtain fresh potable water also by two
methods—(1) from roof catchments and underground tanks
attached to each individual house; and (2) from the City
Council’s supply. The latter is rarely piped directly to the
house but is supplied either through meters and flexible hoses
to the underground tanks—or by bucket or barrel from the
Council’s street fountains,

All water barrels are steam sterilized at weekly intervals.
T'he Sanitary staff are constantly on the watch for possible
pollution of underground tanks, Samples from one hundred
and fifty-four suspected tanks being taken in 1948.

A shortage of drinking water was again experienced towards
the end of the year although the position of the Colony as a
whole was never so precarious as in the previous year. The
late spring rains came later than usual which helped snpphes
throughout the summer, however early winter rains, usual in
November failed to materialise until late in December. As a
result the City Council’s stocks of water ran dangerously low
in December and arrangements had to be made with the Admi-
ralty. Their distilleries were prepared for use but recourse to
distilling became unnecessary when rain fell in the last week
of the vear.

Supplies of drinking water to merchant shipping again had
to be curtailed. According to the supply position a ration of
from four to ten gallons per head per day to the next port of
call was allowed. Boiler water was supplied to ships direct
from the North Front wells via tankers lnadml at the Watering
Jetty.

Work on the mstallatmn of the new softening plant, approved
by the City Council in 1947, was commenced in the latter part
of the year.

The storage capacity of the reservoirs remained unchanged at
13,848,742 gallons, or barely eighteen weeks supply at current
rates of consumption. Rainfall at the catchments totalled
20.89 inches, well below the average.
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The following table shows the water collected and issued
during the year:—

Water collected from catchments ... ...14,343,840 gallons
Water pumped from North Front Wells ...24275444
Water transferred from Dockyard ... ... 1,376,027

_——a

Total ...39,995,311 gallons

—— . S —

Fresh water issued from reservoirs as follows: —

To Tomem i ol sosr ) sanmmaialudin: due, o oy 108,0a0 palions
o SRIBWINE: wioh  fost. nsotn il ke 5t ABIERL TS0 L

——

Total ... 40,431,275 gallons

————— ., ——

Fresh water issued direct from Wells: —

To Shipping ... . vee een aee eee 2,977,000 gallons
To North Front Camps 651,300 ..
To Private Consumers ... . cooo von  wid 425,100 ,,

——————a o

Total ... 6,653,400 gallons

Brackish water (used for sanitary purposes)
pumped during the vear ... ... ... ...395,500,000 gallons

It should be noted that the total consumption of fresh water
for the civil population is only 34,188,625 gallons, or rather
less than four gallons per head per dsn To permit the standards
of persomal cleanliness and of cleanliness in food handling
expected today, a cheap supply of at least ten gallons per head
would be required.

Collection and Disposal of Refuse

House refuse is collected once daily throughout the year.

The new refuse destructor at North Front was brought into
use in August and has shown itself easily capable of dealing with
the daily average of thirty tons of refuse. The installation of
this destructor is a great advance on the older methods of tip-
ping into the sea where wind borne or tide borne refuse inevit-
ably caused some nuisance to neighbouring dwellings and
beaches.
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Sewage Disposal

As noted in last year’s report the existing foul drainage faci-
lities at North Front are now insufficient fully to meet the
requirements. The City Engineer’s scheme for their improve-
ment and extension is still in course of preparation.

The quantity of sewage and storm water pumped from low
level during 1948 was 137,564,100 gallons—a slight decrease on
that of the previous year.

Public Highways and Street Cleansing

In 1948 improvements to highways were carried out at Case-
mates Hill and Line Wall Promenade, the latter including the
railing off of the promenade from the carriage-way thus in-
creasing the safety from road accidents as this promenade is
very popular with mothers taking their small children for an
airing,

The reinstatement of Corral Road was commenced late in the
year. This road will form eventually part of a one-way traffic
scheme to relieve congestion at Waterport.

During the year several streets were resurfaced with tar maea-
dam,

Only on the temporary housing estates are unpaved streets
to be found. It is to be hoped that with increasing availability
of labour and materials the surfacing and drainage of these
will soon be undertaken.

In addition to the normal sweeping of streets a system of
periodical washing is in vogue in Gibraltar. This is a method
of cleansing which has much in its favour, and efforts might
be made further to extend its use.

Public Baths

The Sea Bathing establishment continues to be well patronized
—some 54,900 bathers paying for admission during the year.

The temporary fresh water slipper baths were transferred
from the old Fire Station Building to the Tarik Bathing esta-
blishment and were used by some 9,940 persons in 1948.
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THE WORK OF THE SANITARY DEPARTMENT

The work of the Sanitary Inspectors is summarized in the
table below,

It will be seen that compared with 1947 there has been a rise
in the house-to-house inspections and minor variations among
the nuisances found.

There was in 1948 a slight improvement in the availability
of sanitary ware and materials, and in consequence the difficulty
of getting repairs executed was somewhat eased,

It should be noted that the Sanitary Inspeciors performed one
hundred and sixty-five visits while making investigations on
behalf of the Resettlement Board. Not only does the local
knowledge of the Inspector oecasionally prevent deceit and
misrepresentation, but while making such inspections not a
few defects have been brought to licht.

Summary of Work Done by Sanitary Inspectors

Complaints received :

written L] & @ 9 Tt - am - mw L] LI EE LU & & & ﬁ

1“erha] LI LU LI - LI L LU LR LU ] LR 6“4
Premises inspected :

General inspection ... ... .. ... ... ... .. .. 10

House-to-house inspections ... . pa e el T

Statutory notices served—general dcﬁacts 10

Informal notices served—minor nuisances ... ... 412

Nuisances Found :

Delertive AEAIRE © cix o pameh e | Ses . ave hb s LN
Ohstrmeted droins. ... ... i i oo ses e aasel
Delevtiza: WE. oo st idans cmssiersainy ssel) axn  as o sl
Defactive WL Eifngs ' S UE 0 L e Ee
water fittings i i il L R |
FAIRWALEE PIPO& AR T il W e i 99
GAVEREILLRES .. RafULL ool e Tide e 144
phobgis i LTI ol L e o s i dliSE
Fard PAVINE .o Gimmg e siass S sk e 2
TRaTpMERE o h e i i e baasl G e 48
oIV P L S S SRR RS |||
Defective or no dustbin ... ... ... ... ... 156
Other minor defeets ... ., st e
Suspected pollution of wal,er in undergloum] tank.. 154
Underground tank not insect proof ... ... ... .. 7
Brackish water tank not insect pmof OT o COVer... 3
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Brackish water running to waste i e R [
Samples of food and drugs taken for analysis ... ... 99
Premises disinfected after infectious disease ... 00)
Premises disinfected for vermin, &e. ... ... ... ... 38
Stables disinfected ... ... 12
Articles disinfected at {lmmlﬂtm;_ utalmn 2 060
Visits of enquiry re infectious disease 262
Cases removed to hospital :
Bt i b 0 o O 436
Hay .. e 104
Vagits to: Milk-aheps oo o il e e 115
Visits to Eating houses e o RS ey 1 s i LN
Visits to Mineral water facmrles 208
Visits to Common lodging houses e U Sy A8
Visits in connection with resettlement 165
Visits to premises on which notice for abatement of
nuisance has been served and which are revisited
for the purpose of ascertaining if requirements
are being complied with ... ... ... .. 2,927
Vaccination notices issued . 728
Legal proceedings Sekibbad el el 4
Street water fittings found defective ... 93
Foodstuffs, &c., condemned as unsound :
Eggs ... o : 884 cases
Cordials e ... 30 bottles
Yeast ... S AR = LB W
Cinnamon ... ol e e R MEE
Dates ... ... e ...1. 480 1bs,



FOOD SUPPLIES

Food supplies have been adequate throughout the year and
arrangements for rationing those essentials still in short supply
have ensured that all have had the oppertunity of a fair share,

Dry Goods
These are mostly imported via the United Kingdom, and are
nearly always up to standard.

Meat

Supplies of frozen beef and mutton have been sufficient to
cover the ration of two pounds per week per person. There
seems to be little hope of supplies of fresh meat becoming
available in the near future.

The present supply of frozen meat is received as a bulk
supply in conjunction with the Military Authorities, who also
hold a considerable proportion of the ecivil supply in their
coldstores until distribution is effected. In April certain sup-
plies of frozen meat received via these channels were found
to be affected with bone taint, some seven hundred and twenty-
one pounds being condemned at the Markets on this account.

Early representation to the Military Authority led to the
remainder of this allocation being examined. No further dis-
tribution was made from this particular consignment.

Verv small quantities of fresh Kosher killed meat were im-
ported, under special arrangements, for the Hebrew community,

Milk

The milk supply is almost entirely in the form of tinned con-
densed milk and/or dried milk. There are however six persons
registered by the Health Department as milk vendors. Bethvrn
them they import apprnmmaiel} a hundred pints of cows’ milk
and forty pints of goats’ milk a day. By law all fresh milk
must be boiled before being sold to the publiec. Samples of
milk were taken from time tn time in 1949, and from them it
would appear that the heat treatment has been more conscien-
tiously earried cut in 1948: although ome vendor had to be
prohibited from selling milk for a short period. The Sanitary
Inspectors made one hundred and fifteen visits to milk shops
during the year.

Iee-Cream

Close supervision of ice-eream manufacturers and shops was
maintained by the sanitary staff — twenty-one samples being
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examined. All, with the exception of three were up to standard
for cleanliness,

At present ice-cream vendors are subject only to bye-laws
made as long ago as 1915, nevertheless, moderately good stan-
dards of cleanliness have been maintained but the enforcement
of cleanliness is difficult in face of the absence of a good and
plentiful piped supply of fresh water.

Fresh Fruit and Vegetables.

Plentiful supplies have been imported from Spain for sale
at the Public Markets, and by licensed street vendors.  All such
supplies pass under the surveillance of the Market Inspectors,
In 1948 occasional consignments of these commodities were
imported from Tangier.

Street vendors of market produce must each day obtain a
ticket which acts as licence to sell from the Markets, before
going out into the street. The Market Inspectors are thus given
the opportunity of inspecting their produce before it is put on
sale. Fifty-two vendors on foot and fifty-six with carts were
the average number of tickets issued each day in 1948,

Fresh Fish

Supplies are imported from Spain, the average daily rate
being 3,200 pounds. It is normally subjected to two inspections
by the Market Inspectors—one on landing at Waterport and
one before sale in the Markets. As a result of these two inspec-
tions one hundred and forty-one cases, representing approxim-
ately 7,909 pounds of fish, were condemned as well as fifty-one

pounds of sword fish.
Though the majority of fish coming into Gibraltar is sold

from the Markets, there are an average of fifty fish vendors who
obtain daily licences to sell fish in the streets

Condemnation of Foodstuffs
Food found to be unfit for human consumption and con-
demned during the vear was as follows: —
Amount Condemned
Health Department  Marker Inspectors

Inspectors
|, o5 e e e —— 721 1bs,
T T R —_ 7,960 1bs.
By R 2,800 Ibs. —
Cinnamon ... ... 52 lbs. -
Paten 0 . 4,480 lbs, S
| T A 30 cases —
Copdial ... .o La 884 bottles —

41



Eating Houses and Cafes

Purveyors or vendors of refreshments, confectionery cakes,
sweets, fruit and shell fish must be registered by the City Coun-
cil as are the premises used for that purpose. They are sub-
ject to the Food Vendors Bye-laws which permit a fair control
of these businesses. On the whole, reasonable standards of
cleanliness are maintained and most proprietors seem willing
to co-operate in such matiers. However, the majority of these
shops are =0 lacking in space that all too often adequate arrange-
ments for the cleansing of utensils, crockery, cutlery, ete., just
cannot be made.

The lack of a plentiful, piped supply of fresh water for this
purpose and for the cleansing of the hands and persons of the
food handlers definitely preeludes the proper high standards
of cleanliness being attained.

In the United Kingdom not only do food preparing premises
have to be provided with a continuous supply of wholesome
water, but also with a supply of hot water. Until the water
supply position in Gibraltar 1s improved it is obviously impos-
sible to attain such desirable standards.

The Sanitary Inspectors closely supervise the eating houses
to see that the best is being made of the facilities available.
They made one thousand and ninety visits for that purpose

during 1948,
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HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING

Housing

Housing remains one of Gibraltar’s chief problems, added
to the difficulties of finance, shortage of materials and labour,
is that of an acute shortage of land on which buildings can be
erected.

The large blocks of flats at Governor’'s Meadow noted as
under construction were almost completed by the end of the
year.

From this scheme four hundred and seventy-two flats should
be available in 1949. Unfortunately the rentals of these well
appointed flats are likely to preclude their occupation by the
most overcrowded families who are all too frequently the
poorest, 3

A scheme for a further hundred smaller and simpler tene-
ments built in blocks of eight and sited in differed parts of the
North and South Districts, has been drawn up. Work on two
of the sites for these tenements had been started before the end
of the year. It is for the simpler and smaller type of tenement
without frills or ornamentation that the greatest need exista,

The Commissioner of Lands and Works has kindly provided
the following particulars of houses completed during 1948 :

Temporary and Semi-permanent houses

R.N.A.S. North Front 61 tenements Formerly the R.N. Air
Station converted into 6l

lenements.

North Jumpers Bastion 22 % Army Barracks converted,
mostly underground aec-
commodation. A small
number of Nissen Huts.

Reclamation Road 12 3 Formerly offices of C.O.
H.M.S. “Rooke.”” Nissen
Huts.

3, Rosia Lane 8 i Completion of temporary

housing scheme. Gas Wks.
Site. Concrete buildings.

Rosia Steps 3 - Conversion of A.R.P. Shel-
ter. Erection of addi-
tional tenement on roof.

Rosia Parade 2 & Conversion of ARP.
Shelter.



Witham's Roead 1 l do.

Assembly Rooms 8 o Conversion of part of
building into tenements
used for decanting pur-
poses,

21, Town Range 1 5 W.D. married Qrs. on loan
Lo Colonial Government.

Total 118 temporary/semi-permanent dwellings

Permanent Houses

Shorthorn Housing
Scheme 18 = Semi-independent  houses
on fine site,

Mount Road 2 ! Government (QQuarters.

Total 20 permanent dwellings.

In addition to these a very small number of dwellings have
been made available by alterations or additions to private pro-
perty.

The position with regard to the maintenance of existing pro-
perty becomes if anything even worse. The exceptionally high
cost of major house repairs and the near impossibility of reim-
bursement from the rents obtained—no increase of rent for the
rising cost of repairs having been permitted under the present
Rent Restrictions Ordinance — mnaturally makes landlords re-
luctant and tardy in executing anything but the smallest of
repairs,

There iz undoubtedly a very great need for a Housing Ordin-
ance, so that better control of houses let to the working classes,
and houses let in lodgings can be obtained. Many rooms and
portions of larger flats which have none of the amenities usually
expected, no cooking facilities, no larder for food storage, no
place for personal ablution and no provision for clothes wash-
ing, are being let or sublet.

Such an ordinance might also deal with overcrowding—at
least preventing further dwellings from becoming overerowded
slums, even if “little can be done to relieve the present and
often serious overcrowding,

A Draft Housing Ordinance was considered in 1938, but was
apparenly lost in the welter of wartime legislation. It is high
time this ordinance was resurrected, brought up-to-date and
made law. The lack of powers under the Public Health Ordin-
ance all too frequently hamstrings the Health Department in
its efforts to maintain a reasonably good standard of housing.
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Town Planning

The Central Planning Commission has continued to meet
frequently to discuss new building projects.  Their work is
however not infrequently hampered by the absence of detailed
surveys of district in which proposed buildings are to be erected.

In the absence of a proper Town Planning staff delay is thus
occasioned.

The absence of any ruling as to compensation for land on
which the owner is denied the right to rebuild and as to any
betterment charges which may be levied, must make owners
chary of undertaking rebuilding projects,

There seems to be some danger that the fine ideas of the future
Town Plan and the methods of enforeing them ma{ soon be
accused of obstructing emaller improvements so urgently needed.

The powers of the City Council under the Public Health
Ordinance with regard to the erection of new buildings or the
alteration of existing buildings, have been in no way changed
by the Building Control Ordinance, and eighty-six plans were
examined and reported upon during the vear.



AMBULANCE SERVICE

The Counecil is committed to providing an ambulance service
for infectious cases only, but since the late war, being the only
authority with ambulances available more and more non-in-
fectious cases have been conveyed,

In the past year omly seventeen local infectious cases and
eight infectious cases from the Bay were carried, the rest being
non-infectious.

The new ambulance mentioned in last year’s report was deli-
vered in August, and is proving most useful. More roomy than
the older vehicles the forward driving position permits a shorter
wheel base with consequent improved handiness in confined
gpaces. Although not of superfine finish it is very well equip-
ped, the easy loading and cool or warm air ventilating system
being features of special merit.

In April a gift of a large, commodious and very well fitted
ambulance was received from the St. John Ambulance Brigade.
Being able to accommodate four stretchers at one time this
vehicle is a valuable addition te the Council’s fleet.

The Health Department now has in operation four ambulances
and one van. One ex-ambulance is in process of being con-
verted into a hearse.

Much thought and discussion was given to improving the
night ambulance service, but the expense of instituting a shift
system of drivers and attendants, the only way of obtaining in-
stant availability, was not deemed to be justified by the num-
ber of calls received during the night hours.

A convenient central garage with adjacent quarters for drivers
and attendants would definitely improve the service, but this
again is at present ruled out by cost and lack of a suitable site.

The number of cases conveyed by the City Council Ambul-
ances during 1948 was as follows:—

Pelvic Cellulitis ... ... ... ...Local Cases Bay Cases
Cerebral Thrombosis ... ... 2
B o L e DR 1

Floneiey sionn . J00 Lo g St 2l 20
Mental Cases ... 1
Maternity Cases 18 5
Diabetes and Glycosuria ... ... 22 1

Typhoid Fever 3
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Pneumonia 5
Appendicitis O
Burns 4
Tuberculosis
Hoart, DBORSE oo i e sns et e 10
Malaria 1
Measles 3
Venereal Disease
Cancer 2
Uterine Haemorrhage 3
Dysentery ...
Diphtheria 3
Chicken Pox LN 1
Miscellaneous, (medical & surgical
cases) ... 103
Dedd Bodien: &, ... .. ... eatA88
Totals ... 438

e
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DISINFECTION

Disinfection of bedding, clothing etc., continued to be carried
out at the Disinfection Station on Line Wall Road.

The following table shows that considerably more work was
done than in the previous year when 789 articles were treated.

pate, | R AR f'a""“i‘ft‘: Sheets Sundries [Totals
January 3 3 9 1 13 29
February 29 46 73 3 7 158
March 28 32 82 6 22 170
April 174 37 269 18 43 541
May 113 23 7 2 3 148
June ol 22 18 1 19 151
July 31 33 31 33 48 176
August 17 91 13 19 21 91
September 21 19 6 27 10 83
Detober 10 16 8 14 22 75
November 171 17 114 15 14 331
December 6 1 3 — 103 113

694 270 633 144 325 2,066
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MEDICAL WORK DONE FOR THE COUNCIL

The number of men examined during the year was seventy-
nine, compared with sixty-four the previous year,

The majority of the examinations were still of new employees,
though a number of men subjected to the hazards of lead poi-
soning were also examined but no signs of incipient poisoning
were detected. Also a very few medical examinations were
made to assess the fitness for work of men on the sick list, or
returning to duty after illness.

Arrangements were made for the free radiological examina-
tion of the Council’s workmen at King George V. Hospital. One
hundred and thirty took advantage of the opportunity. One
case of suspected incipient tuberculosis was discovered and is
still under investigation. A number of other abnormalities
were found, mostly of a non-serious nature, but in one or two
cases it was deemed necessary to advise the men and further
investigate.

The following table shows the number of men examined in
each month of the year:—

FORVARY oo e oeov caes | emer e 2
February B aay.  wee Lo R &
March 2
April 2
1 1y st i R s SR
101 o e LB IR - ..o el
L A el D INARIPOR . ' it
T it Sl DR RPN o P SR L]
SEntabEnd . s kst oo - DGR saRars s oA
DCEOREES it ot i wars R e oL
Nevember ..o ..o 5
December A b e ik wusl- b

Total ... 79
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OTHER MATTERS AFFECTING THE HEALTH OF
GIBRALTAR

Board of Health

The Board of Health continued to meet monthly throughout
the year. Combining the heads of the medical services of the
Navy, Army and R.AF. with the Colonial Government and City
Council, under the chairmanship of the Chief Assistant Colonial
Secretary who may be said to represent the administrative as-
pect, it forms an excellent co-ordinating body and its advice
has been greatly appreciated.

The following briel summary of subjects discussed demon-
strates the width of its deliberations : —

Coroner’s Ordinance and inquests on Service personnel.

Importation of Dogs.

List of Notifiable Diseases and the exclusion of school children
contacts,

The Inundation.

Yellow Fever Inoculations.

International Certificates (inoculation and vaccination).
Overerowding,

Public Urinals.

Quarantine Regulations as applied to air travellers.

Blood Transfusions.

General Medical Services

During the year two additional doctors entered general medi-
cal practice in Gibraltar. As most of the present practitioners
are overworked, there would appear to be room for further
entrants,

Nursing Services

Mention has already been made of the introduction of new
Midwives Rules. A Nurses Registration Ordinance which esta-
blishes a Nursing Board for the Colony who shall keep a register
of the nurses for the sick, and authorises the Governor to make
regulations as to conditions of admission to the,register, was
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passed. This Ordinance also lays penalties on anyone using
the title of Registered Nurse unless they are on the roll, and
thus should do much to protect the public frem untrained per-
sons professing to be capable of nursing the sick.

In Gibraltar there is no recognised domiciliary nursing ser-
vice and from hearsay there would appear to be very few trained
nurses doing private work. It is my opinion that the hospitals
could be relieved of an appreciable number of their chronic and
convalescent cases were there trained nurses to visit them daily
in their homes.

Such a service would also prove a boon to the aged for whom
there is no special institutional accommodation and who, if
they cannot be cared for at home, at present enter the Colonial
Hospital where they oeccupy beds much needed for acute ill-
nesses,

Marriage Ordinance

A Marriage Ordinance was enacted in 1948 which, among
other things, controls the marriage of minors prohibiting marri-
age of females under the age of fourteen and of males under
sixteen years of age.



PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORIES
REPORT OF THE CITY PATHOLOGIST-ANALYST,
GIBRALTAR

During the year a return has been made to more complete
water and other amalysis, and analytical work in general now
constitutes an increasing part of the total. There has been much
variety in this, and, from examinations carried, out no evidence
has been found of adulteration of milk or other foodstuff, or of
substitution of indifferent for natural and genuine goods.

The system of charging fees to the Naval, Military, Royal Air
Force and Colonial Government Authorities for individual items
of work carried out has, during the year, coincided with some
increase in the amount of investigations requested by the Colo-
nial Government and private individuals, but a decrease in that
requested by the Service Authorities.

Publiec Health laboratory work has covered a wide range of
analytical and pathological investigation, and some morbid ana-
tomy of animals.

No large scale outbreak of epidemic disease was encountered.

Until 1948 the nearest stored blood for use in this City was
kept at the Military Hospital. With the kind co-operation of
the Chief Medical Officer and one of his surgeons it was found
possible to arrange for a small ‘Bank’ at the Colonial Hospital,
and British Red Cross Authorities and workers are now assist-
ing in the work connected with it. Further in clinical pathology
some development of the laboratory methods has been made.
Lecture-demonstration and teaching instruction has been given
to hospital nursing and orderly staff.

Histology is upon the increase and methods are improving.

Morbid anatomy—post mortem examinations have been few.
Certain morbid anatomy of animals has been carried out.

In the laboratory mere space, and freedom from aveoidable
disturbance are pressing necessities.

In all the branches of the work constant re-examination of
methods and procedure, and consideration and trial of new
ones is essential. It is only by such care that the work of the
department can be properly maintained. More of this re-
examination and more actual development would have been
possible during the year but for the interruption of the work
of the staff necessitated by the collection of specimens which,
normally, are sent to a laboratory.

I have consulted with authorities in Great Britain and else-
where and am very grateful for their unstinted help.

C. VOIGT, M.D,, D.T.M.,

City Pathologist-Analyst,
Laboratory, 12th March, 1949, (zibraltar.
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