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PREFACE

This report is the first published since 1939, its publication
having been suspended, for obvious reasons, during the war
years.

In the Report for 1939 lpuhh'-;lled in 1940) it was stated that
on account of certain {actors it consisted largely of bare statis-
tical records. The Report fur the year 1945, which can I‘lhlllh
be called “a year of transition” cannot even be classed as a docu-
ment of reliable statistical value capable of furnishing mfurma-
tion by which the general health and sanitary services may be
judged.

As is well known evacuation disturbed the greater part of
the civilian population — both male and female — and during
1945, the repatriation of the evacuees was proceeding at irregular
intervals and in varying numbers. The statistics are, therefore,
unevenly affected and though the figures given are fortunately
in almost every instance to the good, they cannot be taken as an
accurate reflection of the state of public health in Gibraltar.

For comparison the following short list is given :

Average
1945 1930-1939
Birth rate 34.84 21.88
Death rate ... 8.88 15.51
Zymotic death rate ... 0.28 0.5
Infantile mortality rate ... 32.89 03.84

This satisfactory state of alfairs was obtained in spite of the
fact that many of the repatriates were housed under conditions
which gave the Medical Authorities grave concern, conditions
brought about by ravages of war, military ocenpation of pre-
mises and the inevitable irregularities and difficulties attendant
on the housing of people at short notice, and many of whom had
not been living in Gibraltar prior to evacuation but whaose
priority claim entitled them to a quick return.

The story of the evacuation of the civil population might
well call for a volume to itself. The removal of some 15,000 of
a pupulutiﬂn of 20,000 a distance of one thousand or more miles



(to Great Britain; Madeira; or Jamaica) represents a migration
comparable with anything that has taken place in Europe dur-
ing the war years. In their temporary homes these evacuees
were faced with a different climate, different food, different
epidemic risks. Part of a generation of children has been born
and lived the first two or three years of its life away from its
natural habitat. Yet now that the majority have returned, the
immediate effects, on the surface at least, have not been striking.
Those of the children who were evacuated to Great Britain were
immunised against diphtheria and the incidence of that disease
has been low since their return. The important work of immu-
nisation is being continued in Gibraltar at the School and Infant
Welfare Clinics. Nor does there appear to be any marked prone-
ness to intestinal infections, such as might be expected after an
abrupt change of diet and climate. There may be cultural or
psychological repercussions which will only make themselves
felt over a long period, but from the public health point of view,
apart from their rehousing, the returning evacuees have brought
no particular problems.

Here the point must be stressed of the general sanitary con-
dition of most of the houses. Six years of war with houses prac-
tically unattended to, through non-occupancy, war requirements,
lack of materials and labour, has caused very considerable dete-
rioration. It is in an effort to remedy this that the Building
Priorities Board has shewn its effectiveness in curtailing ambi-
tious private reconstruction whilst giving every impetus to the
reconditioning of houses.

The salient features of the year were: -

1. The reconstitution of the City Council.

2. Regular meetings of the newly re-established Board of
Health, composed of the heads of the different health services
of Gibraltar, civil, naval, military and air force. where all medi-
cal matters concerned with the Colony were fully discusszed and
concerted policy decided upon.

3. The establishment of the Child Welfare Centire now run
on modern lines and which is well staffed and under full-time
supervision of a specially qualified medical practitioner. (Fol-
lowing a recommendation by the Chief Medical Adviser to the
Colonial Office that better continuity would be obtained if the
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Child Welfare Service and the School Medical Service became
the responsibility of a single department, the City Council, in
December 1945, handed over the Infant Welfare Clinie to the
Colonial Government. The report of the Medical Officer in
Charge of the Clinic iz appended).

4. The appointment of a Tuberculosis Medical Officer who
will eventually take over the King George V. Hospital for dis-
eases of the chest. This institution is equipped with all modern
requirements, adequately staffed, and the appointed Officer is a
physician with special qualifications in this branch of medicine.

5. 1945 saw, in addition, the beginning of the intensive
anti-rat campaign, of which it is hoped to give a full account in
the next Annual Report.

The favour and acceptance given them by the general public
from the outset is ample proof of the necessity and success of
these enterprises.

Although the year under review saw the end of the world
conflict, the return to proper peacetime conditions cannot be
anticipated before the next Annual Report is due.  There are
still many problems to be tackled, some the immediate conse-
quence of the war, others a part of long-term policy of improve-
ment.

G. M. FLEMING,
Major, RAM.C,
Medical Officer of Health.

Public Health Department,
City Council of Gibraltar,
24th October, 1946,
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METEOROLOGICAL REPORT.

(Kindly supplied by the Senior Meteorological Officer,
R.A.F., North Front). ...

Weather Summary for the year 1943,

During the first few months of the year, weather was very
dry, the six monthe to June resulting in a rainfall of only 146
mms, which is less than one third of normal. February, in par-
ticular, was remarkably dry. Dry conditions persisted until
October, but November and December gave more rainfall than
normal, 442 mms. being recorded against a normal of some 300
mms. This excess was mainly due to very heavy rainfall at the
end of November, 146 mms. being recorded on 29th November.
This is the heaviest rainfall recorded in a single day since re-
cords were started at Windmill Hill in 1938.

Sunshine was generally above normal, only July and Nov-
ember showing amounts below normal. February was a parti-
cularly sunny month for the time of year.

Temperatures were well below normal in January and
August and well above in April and December, and a little above
normal in most other months. The highest temperature of the
year was 94°F, recorded on 6th September. The previous highest
temperature recorded in this month since 1938 was 85°F. April
also showed abnormally high temperatures, 85°F being reached
on two days.

Gales occurred in January, September, October and De-
cember, a gust of 91 m.p.h. being recorded on one occasgion dur-
ing the last month.

NOTE : —Figures and normals mentioned refer to observations
taken at Windmill Hill.  In some instances conditions at
the centre of the town would be appreciably different. For
example, the duration of sunshine is generally greater at
Windmill Hill since it is much less-affected by Levanter
cloud.
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VITAL STATISTICS

The civil population of Gibraltar as shewn in the Records
and Permit Office of the Police Department consisted, at the end
of 1945, of the following : —

Men Women Children Totals

British Subjects ... ... 6,764 6,950 3,734 17,448
Resident aliens ... ... 1,050 700 34 1,784
Grand totals R 1 | | 7.650 3,768 19,232
DEATHS.

The number of deaths registered among the resident British
population was one hundred and fifty-five; and in addition seven
deaths were registered among resident aliens, making a total of
one hundred and sixtyt-wo.

These figures provide a death rate of 8.88 per thousand for
the fixed population and 8.42 per thousand for the total popula-
tion.

The principal causes of death were: —

Cancer S i
Heart dizeases f o]
Cerebral haemorrhage ... O

The number of deaths in each month and quarter of the
year was as follows : —

January e i April ... conald
February . AR May ... St |
March ... o I Jone ... e L

1st Quarter . 40 2nd Quarter ... 40
iy e pnke 13 October AR
August ... ... 14  November ... A
September ... S December ot LS

3rd Quarter e 43 4th Quarter PR
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Causes of Death in the Civil Population during 1945, According to
with Age and Sex Incidence

the Intermatiomal Abbreviated List

=
g i 2 = i e g
el B2larers [ 28 s3] 2]c
Cause of Death &0 3, < o = e " =2 i o
g {ie] wal dmaee B e | gl asil e G
= Lm o LD — =2 oo —
= - S =1 < | 813
) _ F.IM,F, ..___.T_._ F ____..ﬂ [ u__._ FAM' [ F. QM E | N " F.IM. | ¥,
- SLil RAL .“ - - m ——l e |....m ' .1 B e L e RS S—
Influenza s : 1 | —i—]—-|— ..rﬂ_ & |1_ P | NN [ B e B S B [
Tuberculosis of ﬂ:m u.m..,.uu_:.#gqa i.,,f,:. L 7 —_ e mw | [ [P Y B ) PR ) [
Tuberculosis of the nervous system 2 ! S S et SR o e, ST (PO R0 SRR e R [
Cancer, malignant tumours e S — | =}—=l=§--1=]— 1| 1} 1} 3] 8 3) 6] 7
I.Eﬂ._enl:rm apoplexy and x:_:.:::.. of the brain 1911 —qg—|—=1—| 1}—={—1 (-1 1 o] 4 3] 2 1] 3 2
Heart diseases 5 21 f—|—]-|=0—|— 1} 1§ 11— 2| —] 4 3] 2[—] 2| &
Chronic bronchitis ... 2 1— —]— e = —|—1=|=k—=(=] 2 —
Pneumonia ... 12 | 2 2Q—— =} —|—|—|—]—] S o 0 ) ) ) (I P
Other diseases of ﬂ:,. ﬂ_...a_:...,::__.., .T._,%?..E 1 —l-1—=|=]1—1—1- i |, S e et | e e (5
Diarrhoea and enteritis ... A o e R R B — = -1— — 1l —] 1| —
Cirrhosis of the liver 1 =)= == |=l= 1= )= =] = - H_ —— -
Acute and chronic nephritis : 6 |—{—1—|- f——=!—]—i—] 1] 1 —f—i2] 2 —
Congenital debility and HH..P_Tx.HE..,.E_T 2 H_ 4] —| — -] — ] (Gl S SR o T o [t R G LS
Accidents of pregnancy and ?:4::_::_ 31--l—]=|=-1=}|—]— = 3= = =] =]
Old age : i 2 |——1—|—1——1-] B ol ot [ i
Violent deaths T:E:_a exeluded) 6 | -1 —] - =l—l=|—l={ -1 2 0 U—]=|— 11 1
Other diseases 1 3 Y-1—fj—!—-]—=j—=12 21 Y- 211 1] 75
Diseases not stated or _:.&amnmm - il o e ] e o g [ e s [ e s o P
B i o | &3
Totals 162 | 9} 11 —1 — 1 u_ 1{5! 2 —i 8112/11)18, 8|34 |29
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BIRTHS AND INFANTILE MORTALITY.

The number of children born during the year was six hun-
dred and eight, three hundred and twenty of these were males
and two hundred and eighty-eight females, giving a birth rate of
34.84 per thousand population.

Twenty chidren under one year of age died during the year,
giving an infantile mortality rate of 32.89 per thousand births.

CAUSES OF INFANT DEATHS.

o | = -
<+ [ oI ] o o |y B
Blalg!E8| s 431 F |82
| - z |
L= ! = EB|{ & o =
Cause of Death |~ | & E he A Hoiilg B |43 8
ol - 2 e | s ©
!'E1|E‘i Lol i Qe A Gl R b RN
BT (S = e
— i_ e B | M s n | E———— _ - ety — —
i L i
Congenital debility
and malformations| § -~ — 5 = i e iy
Iharrhoea and ke |
Enteritis)| — | — - 1 1 1? — | 5
|
Ppeumonia ... .| |— 2 B 481 . 1
i | '
Tuberculons | ,
meningitis| - — | — ; P & S [k = 1
Other causes ... ...| 5| — 8 | =1 = | == LE 2
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INFANT AND CHILD WELFARE.

This service was staried by the City Council of Gibraltar in
January 1945.

Number of sessions held ............c....i . 145
Number of babies registered throughout year ...... 608
Number of attendances throughout the year......... 6,998
Average attendance per session .......... e 48.26 %0
National Dried Milk (to babies and

nursing mothers) ....... vod e IREERNT, ik bR 11,719 ibs.
LT[ ] ) R R e R e R 3 AR i 22,400 capsules
Adexolin, liquid ............... AR R 159 ozs.
God Tdver 0010 s ot e, B s 364 gallons
Maliand - Cod Faver CRE . i i el i ae s 368 1be.
BREROEAEE 1o k% i it e s AR el MBS E S 21,467 pills
Uitocaletom o v i A 9,510 tablete
entInd U VHONBE ... o oos ti vt s vt o R R R SRS bl s b 493 pills
WERRRNINE - | oot i e ki s s R b S i 5,501 tablets

The number of home visits made by the Health Visitor was,

628.

Primary vaccination was carried out in 425 babies and 41
revaccinations in older children.

Breast feeding in Gibraltar is en the decline. A short sur-
vey shewed the following:—

Breast Feeding.

1st month ........ TR AR i AT, 311
T B e o e TR . oA SR 171
Srd imonthl o e e e 114
Gt ot e R T 40

Breast and Complementary feeding.

[ 10110 i e .. £ E s T 54
Dl BRIl o e 119
Ird anomth S 84
6th month ........ o S e 60

Lectures on infant feeding and care of the child were given
to mothers and voluntary workers, throughout the vear. The
educated type of mother was a regular attendant, but unfor-
tunately those in greatest need of instruction did not attend.
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Preventive medicine is new to Gibraltar and many methers
do not yet understand the necessity of visiting the clinic when
their infants are well, and a very large preportion only attend
when there is something wrong with the baby- or for the pur-
pose of obtaining milk at cost or reduced prices.

There is no doubt that both Schoel Medical Service and In-
fant Welfare have supplied a much needed organisation for the
health education of the people of Gibraltar.

SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE.

This service was initiated by the City Council of Gibraltar
in January 1945,

General Conditions of School Premises from the Health Stand
point :

Theee are very unsatisfactory and cannot be improved ex.
eept by the building of new schools designed on modern lines.

Extent and Scope of Medical Inspection:

Owing to existing conditions, it was decided to inspect every
child attending school, irrespective of age groupe. A thorough
clinical examination was carried out including otoscopic exami-
nations and X-rays and laboratory tests when indicated by the
medical history or clinical condition of the child.  Children
were examined at school, and those requiring further investiga-
tions were referred to the school clinic, One thousand six hun-
dred and ninety-five children were inspected. There were forty-
four school clinice held, with six hundred and twenty-eight
attendances. No weights or heights were recorded through lack
of facilities.

Conditions Revealed by Medical Inspections:

Deficient slothing ... ..o i, 5
INOEREONA] ADACIIAR .ovooieansnbiine cissis sas sneponanns 486
Skin conditions (mostly impetigo) ......... A 98
D L Tk e e 0 B S 192
BEROWOIN. i v Lt o s et 13
TER A dat ARSI - (L T 1133
Enlarged cervical glands.........c..cocoibinicnnniinnnnn. 207
Enlarged tonsils and adenoids ........................ 254

Nasal obstruction (exclusive of above) ............ 82



Mentally backward ............ TR B Bals. e Ees 2
NOCEOEI Al COMTERIR Jiu i o B B bttt S e b 2
INEEAEIVIRIY Sl it s e D T et ik et A 5
Sneech defeets o i i B s 3
Habit spasm ................. T N EEE R TN 6
GHOERA L v me e T o B S o e O |
W RECAE WOTIER ot s s da e o o L 15
Undescended testicles ......cocvvviiinnneiniennennernnnnnn 122
Hydrocele ........ Pl 4 e e S ST 3
Markedly Ahn s it e 151
Poor posture ............... AR e B 184
Very poor physique (undersized and thin)......... 287
Obesity ........ R 32
BT L T i e SR ot o S e 199
Knock-knees ..............cooivnens e o 17
A TR TN T T - S e 1 o NS 200
Cardio-vascular conditions...............ccccocevveeen... 29

Means of Treatment available:

MNutritional aids were issned as follows :

| T T et 1072 children
demolin i i e 11 S
Ostocalcium ............. Bive ey IR
Cod Liver Oil ........ v LR S T (7 AL AT
Beiedilk el cnalinaia % e

Minor ailments were treated at the school clinic. Conditions
requiring more prolonged medical attention were referred to
hospital or private medical practitioners.

Infectious discase and Methods of Prevention and Detection :

These come under the direct control of the Medical Officer

of Health.

Cleanliness inspections of school children were carried out
by Miss Daw, Health Visitor, invelving 3.107 examinations and
re-examinations. Of these 2,383 were found clean and 724 not
clean. Most of the latter rapidly improved with treatment, and
only 25 exclusions from school were necessary. Taking inte
account local home and school conditions, I congider this very
satisfactory.
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Sixty-three home visits were made in connection with school
children.

Eyesight

Eyesight was tested by the Health Visitor in 859 children of
school age and 215 of these required to be seen by the Ophthal.
mologist for defective vision.

H. . TRIAY, M.D., Ch.B,, D.C.H.

Medical Officer in Charge,
School Medical Serviee and
Infant and Child Welfare,
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PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE

No diseases occurred in epidemic form during 1945, the
notifications being evenly distributed throughout the vear,

The high incidence of Pulmonary Tuberculosis is accounted
tor by the fact that, through absence from Gibraltar, no cases
have been brought to notice since 1939,

The cases of Typhus were all evidently of the murine type.
one case being confirmed by a specimen sent to the [London
School of Hygiene for Rickettsial agglutination.  Greal stress
was laid on the examination of patients and contacts for body
lice until the disease was classified. The premises concerned
were subsequently treated with D.D.T.

One hundred and two cases of notifiable infectious diseases
were reported during the year. Of the seven deaths from this
group of diseases, all were due to Pulmonary Tuberculosis. The
zymotic death rate was .28 per thousand population.

DIPHTHERIA.

Seven cases occurred, one in August and six in October.
Two of the cases occurred in children who had been inoculated
against the disease in the United Kingdom. All were of a mild
nature and recovered.,

ENTERIC FEVER.

Eight cases occurred distributed throughout the year. There
were no deaths.

RABIES.

One case occurred in a dog which had been imported from
Tangier and was undergoing a period of quarantine in the ken-
nels at Rosia.  All those w%m had been in contact with the dog
were sent to the Pasteur Institute, Tangier, for advice as to whe-
ther inoculation against the disease was called for. The Director
of that Institute after examining the contacts decided against any
prnﬂhylactic measures.  This oceurrence led to the stringent
prohibition of importation of doge otherwise than from the
United Kingdon.
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SMALLPOX.

No cases occurred in the Colony during the year, nor were
any cases introduced for treatment.

Vaccination.
Number of children born ......cccccce..... 608
Number died before vaccination ........... 17
Number who left Gibraltar .................. 2
Certified as insusceptible to vaccination... 11|

Vaceination postponed on medical

erounds 10
Number successfully vaccinated ............ 399
Objectors to vacecination ..................... Nil
OBEANGINE & 163
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INVESTIGATION AND PREVENTION OF OTHER
DISEASES.

MOSQUITOES.

No new species of mosquitoes were identified. The follow-
ing table shows the activities in connection with anti-mosquito
campaign which has been undertaken by a reduced staff with no
additions during the intensive breeding season.

- Visits paid to premises ..................u.. 27,442
Breeding places found ...................... 102

in wooden tubg ........ccooviiiiniinnnees 25

in wooden barrels ..........comviivnnnns 5

in earthenware vessels ............o0vnes 1

Miscellaneous breeding places ............ 11
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FLIES.

Flies have not been unduly prevalent during the vear.

RATS.

Rat repression measures have been somewhat curtailed
throughout the war mainly owing to the number of houses ren.
dered inaccessible due to closure during svacunation

Arapping and laying of poisons was however carried out
where possible, one man being employed permanently on this
work.

During the month of July, 1945, advantage was taken of the
vigit to Malta of two experts from the Infestation Division of the
Ministry of Food to enlist their help and advice on modern
methods for rat and mouse extermination.

Mr. W. McCauley Gracie, the Director of Infestation Control
paid a visit to Gibraltar, made a cursory survey of conditions
here and a Committee. representing the different branches of the
Services, the Colonial Government and the City Council was
formed, to put into eflect the recommendations of Mr. Gracie,
chief among which was that, apart from the relevant means of
destrovins these pests, a combined and simultaneous effort by
all the authorities concerned was imperative if any measure of
success was to be attained. Representatives from the three Ser-
vices and the City Council visited Malta where Mr. S. A, Barnett
(the other expert sent by the Ministry of Food) was carrying out
an intensive campaign and instructing the personnel there on
modern methods of rodent repression.

Mr. Barnett visited Gibraltar in September, 1945, and advis-
ed generally on the means to be employed here.

Poison and baits were ordered from the United Kingdom,
and on the express requirements of My, Barnett, the old methods
of direct poisoning, etc., were discontinued pending the arrival
of the new poisons. It was not, however until the Eerrirming of
December that the poisons arrived and a start could be made.
At the time of writing this report the ultimate results cannot pro-
perly be estimated thmlg,h reports coming in from heavily in-
fested areas which have been treated are most encouraging.

The number of rats caught and found dead from January
to September, 1945 (when all trapping, ete., was stopped pend-
ing the putting into practice of new methods) was as follows :

Trapped Found Dead
FEMIBEY. b s 63 4

BEBETAFY o.ieiiiis s on oivinn o i eesikagh 70 4
DERPE i e o [
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MEDICAL WORK DONE FOR THE COUNCIL

The following numbers of men have been examined prior
to their employment by the Council :

L E T U TR SRR T B 22
HDrd T, SN RN e e . 27
Mavehis coouse, mothan/, . cUSNEey S L 000 10
APl T A R St e s 20
4§ e e o D e 55
June 72
Jalyi < nosldiolul ne . DRl e 0 T 75
AT A S R L el e i i
SEPIEIDIBES i 5otviinn s iR e s S 68
) T 0] 3 b e et S R R e 1 A N Ty 43
November .. .. e e 26
December ............... PRt Lt e
Tota] B FEEFEES G FEE RS e 478
DISINFECTION
1 -~ E *
a0 ﬂﬁ —_ ke
X o = hE| . -] :
Month ““E gﬁ: %g, % E "E g
| 2 = 2 @ | E
A3E : s e
BT, P N TN S 5 7 9 14 | 39
Febrmary. ... o o ot 13 2 ay 1 17 | 69
g e e B | 11 24 9 2 26 | 90
Appil O AT R gl s gt 1] 1L+ o778
Mav M, Bl |l sty = fi= 20 174
June T - o ] I i 10
July gy e g Ll SR ol 2 i 6 1230
L ) ) e S e ) - i 1 6 32 120
September 25 13 25 2 16 81
October ... 8 8 7 i :| i
November 20 24 21 11 l 80
December & 2 2 2 R

Totals ... .. 384 181 24 58 3 152 | 1013
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AMBULANCE SERVICE.

The number of cases conveyed by City Council Ambulance
during the year was as follows : —

Local Cases Bay Cases

POSRONRIE iiaiivinnn e irnnnn i 3 8
INphheeiat-ti 0, R 1

BEnteric Bewer . oo it | 2
Ebysentermes: o et b, 1 3
d bl T R RS ISENI | R 2

SRHTIRRIIN 5 s oo T i Ly et 1 I
Blenriayow. & osobins e dakasha b 3
Noarieedbaeeey Jon Lot e I
L T T o e A R o i ool 3
TP CTIIDELE s e 1 9
Brvaipelany: o s, sl S i |
Venereal disease ...................... 1 O
ADPENUICIIE ... ... ccovin v snnuars 5 |
Maternity cases ......icuvivisiassis 38

Injuries ............ i e 38 37
Dead bodies .....cocoocovvvieninssnnans 164 5
Miscellaneous .............cccoivimnsn. 89 84

Totals e 348 7o
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT.

I am indebted to the City Engineer, Mr. F. L. Ruggeri.
M.Inst,, M. & Cy.E., M.LStruct,E., for assistance in the prepara-
tion of this section of the Report.

Rainfall and Water Supply.

Reservoir No. 10 (1,414,175 gallons nominal) was completed
and brought into use. The total reservoir storage at the end of

1945 was 13,848,742 gallone.

Average of recorded rainfall on various Council gauges situ-
ated at different levels=22.51 inches from January to December,

1945.

Collection of rain water from catchments was 13,301,453
zallons.

Potable water pumped into reservoirs from wells at North
Front was 29,010,880 gallons.

The Supply of Potable water was as follows:

o AN s R e AR S 7,745,120 gallons

To the AtmIralty .. oo smii e s 3,921,000 .,

] B e 1y e SRR s S e SR 35. 7255710 .
i1 2 ) 4'? 391, 699 zallons

P s —— o ———

A quantity of 14,237,234 gallons of potable water was pump-

ed from Dockyard during the year.
Brackish water pumped during the year was 367,958,100

eallons.
Collection and Disposal of House Refuse.

House refuse is collected once daily throughout the year.
The average daily collection was 22 tons. A scheme for the con-
struction of a new Destructor, of larger capacity than the existing
one, was approved by the Couneil and work therein will com-
mence during 1946,

Sewage.

The sewers generally have been well maintained during the
year,
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The erection of temporary houses at the Glacis Site neces-
siated the construction of a sewage ejector to discharge into the
existing rising main leading to the Sewage Pumping Station at
Orange Bastion.

Streer CI eansing.

This work has been satisfactorily performed but constant
and careful supervision is found necessary to prevent slackness
and dirty streets.

Public Highways.

Owing to extreme pressure of passive defence works during
the war years and shortage of materials and labour the upkeep
of highways had to be rather neglected.

A scheme for general improvements to roads was approved
by the Council and work will commence as soon as the necessary
plant and materials are available,

HOUSING.

During the year 106 temporary and other houses were com-
pleted and the foundations laid for many more. The new houses
were distributed as follows: —

Glacis Estate ..... A e 63

3%y {3 R b i S 8

Hargrave's Barracks

(permanent buildings) .......................... 17

Hospital Bamp ........ oo e i 1

Plawmen HuEs o T 14
Eotalibns mane ... 106

The overcrowding survey of 1938 showed 1,202 families or
52.19% of the population overcrowded. The present popula-
tion is smaller than the 1938 one by only seven hundred odd, and
at the same time accommodation has diminished, as before the
war some 2,000 persons either lived in War Department property
which is not now available for eivilian oceupation, or in property
that has since been bombed and demolished. At the end of
1945 there were still approximately three thousand evacuees
waiting to be repatriated from Northern Ireland. Added to
this the year in question showed a freak birth rate of fourteen
per thousand more than that of 1938. The evacuation of the
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civilian population and its subsequent piecemeal repatriation
will have brought about a considerable reshuffle and the indi-
viduals who were overcrowded in 1938 may now be in a better
or worse situation than before. But it iz reasonable to conclude
that until the extensive rehousing scheme has been completed
a degree of overcrowding more severe than that revealed by the
1938 survey will persis!

Permanent Houses.

The erection of part of the Colonial Government Housing
Scheme was started at Shorthorn Farm Site in August, 1945, and
good progress made by the end of the year.

The site was difficult and before the actual building works
were commenced, a considerable amount of preparatory work,
involving the comstruction of massive retaining walls had to be

done.

SUMMARY OF WORK DONE BY SANITARY INSPECTORS
DURING 1945.

Complaints Received :

o T L e A e 23
Nerbal oo e T B et s e S T 1182

Premises inspected :
Infarmial’ notices: servel .. o iiiiiaii it s 402

Nuisances found :

Defeetive d¥ains ... oL m i s ue SEOne. - 310
Obstyneted deaine ....ooo e il it 594
Daloctivg: Woiliai v inl o A s 328
PDelective Ml BERIDER . L 0 oo e e 452

i water Bttingeic. il e 425

: rainwater pipes ................. e T L]

- Ty S T e S e e 106

e} POOER A e Lo PR n it L ot o ofywih, eed 110

- FATE PAVAILE 5 o A A v e et aa e s 21
Dampiiea v Do s i mi S n i annt raa 54
BNty premineac il . . b U e e Bk sl 660
Defactive or 1o dustbhin ... i eion 212
Hhar: iner deFeots .ot s v RO (L)
Suspected pollution of water in underground tanks ...... 30
Underground tank not insect proof ........................... 11
Brackish water tank not insect proof ........................... 18

Brackish water running to waste ...................ocoinnnn. 203
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Miscellaneous Services :
Samples of food and drugs taken for analysis .........
Premises dsiinfected for infectious disease ............

Premises disinfected for vermin, &c. .....................
Articles disinfected at North Front disinfecting
station

Visits of enquiry re infectious disease ....................

Cages removed in Ambulance

VATTRC S S UL TRL] T 1L SRR | S LR R TSI SO
Visits to Eating houses .............c....... iR I e
Visits to mineral water factories ...............c.cooeviivinne..

Visits to premises on which notice for abatement of nuis-
ance has been served and are revisited for the purpose
of ascertaining if requirements are being complied
L L R R e R

Naceination NOLICES BEEVEl ..., . vissss s simes doeossness aiades
Legal proceedings instituted....................ccciiiininiannnn.
Foodstuffs, &c., condemned as unsound (ting) ...............
Street water fittings found defective ...........................

32
25

30

1013
D3

184
170

L16
942
201

O}



126)
FOOD IN RELATION TO HEALTH AND DISEASE

The routine supervision of milk shops, eating houses and
mineral water factories was carried out by the Sanitary Inspec-
tor, who also undertook the collecting of samples of food for
analysis.

All fresh fruit and vegetables imported daily from Spain,
for sale by market stallholders and by street vendors passes
through the Public Markets, for inepection by the market staff,
hefore being exposed for sale to the public.

Supplies of fresh fish were received almost daily from Alge-
ciras at the average daily rate of 5,000 pounds. This was in-
spected at Waterport by the Market Inspector hefore being sold
wholesale and any fish congidered to be unfit for human con-
sumption was ordered to be reshipped and taken back to Alge-
ciras. A further inspection of the fish was carried out at the
Fish Market by the Market Inspector on duty there.

Small consignments of frozen offal have been inspected dur-
ing 1945, and the following are the quantities imported : —

Ox livers  Ox tongues Ox kidnevys Ox tails
195,820 1bs. 21,251 lbs. 80,241 1lbs. 14,574 1bs.
Ox hearts Ox tripe
12,978 lbs. 39,358 lbe.
Pigs’ hearts Lambs' hearts Sheeps’ hearts
1,195 1hs. 2,601 1bs. 772 1be.

The slaughter house has been closed during the war period,
and did not operate in 1945.  All meat sold in the Market was
frozen. Quantities imported in the course of the year were: —

BEelo) s n it e e 1,761,108 1hs.
MIBHION s o b e et 821,102 1bs.

Fresh Goat’s Milk imported from Spain was sold at the
Public Markets and the average daily import varied from 40 to
50 pints. Inspection of this milk was carried out by the Public
Health Department.
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REPORT ON WORK OF PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORIES
BY
Mador D. A. STANLEY, RAMC,
CITY ANALYST AND BACTERIOLOGIST, GIBRALTAR

During 1945 the tendency for the pathological work to over-
shadow completely the analytical work continued: the latter
constituted only about 0.5 per cent of *he total. The recent
rapid advances in medicine and the ter-lency for medicine to
become increasingly scientific have cause' the laboratory to be
uged more and more—the tendency will co. “inue and will neces-
sitate constant expansion and constant revision of methods to

avoid becoming out of date. New procedures introduced in
1945 were : —

1. Penicillin became available early in the year in small quan-
tities—by December larger amounts were available and it
was extensively employed at the Colonial Hospital: this
laboratory dispensed the penicillin.

2. A civilian Blood Bank was commenced; with the civilian
population returned and the Forces considerably reduced,
it became impracticable to maintain a bank on Army blood
only. The possibility of applying in Gibraltar the latest
work on Rh factor is being investigated.

3. Improved methods for the investigations of typhoid and sal-
monella infections were introduced and the new methods
introduced for the diagnosis of dysentery in 1944 were con-
tinued. The diagnosis of tubercle was improved by over-
hauling the microscopical and cultural methods: the diag-
nosis by fluorescent microscopy was considered but it was
difficult to obtain the apparatus as it has not yet become a
standard method. These diseases are extremely important
in Gibraltar.

4. Cooperation with specialist laboratories in the United King-
dom was introduced.

a. The Medical Research Council Mycological Laboratory
1dentified for us a rare fungus isolated from a case of
pulmonary mycosis—namely Candida Tropicalis,
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b. The Medical Research Council Salmonella Laboratory
identified an organism causing disease - Salmonella
New Brunswick : this was the first time that the M.R.C.
Laboratory had met a case of this organism causing dis-
case in man.  The case was thoroughly investigated.

¢. The University of Glasgow investigated one case of mild
tvphus: about four cases occur annually; by the new
method of rickettsial agglutinations it was proved that
this mild typhus, endemic in Gibraltar, was murine
typhus (Rickettsia Mooseri): this had been long assum-
ed but never before proved.

d. The Medical Research Council’'s Emergency Vaccine
Laboratory examined a few samples of blood by lepto-
apiral agglutination for Weil’s Disease. No evidence of
the digsease within the Colony was found.

e. Lhe Ministry of Health’s Standardised reagents for Was-
serman and Kahn tests were introduced as a routine
measure. The Gonococcal Complement Fixation Test
was introduced,

f. The London County Council’s Standardised culture
media was introduced as a routine measure-—this is a
recent advance in 'aboratory practice and the same
London County Council media are used by the Forces
pathological gervices, and the Emergency Public Health
Laboratory Service in the United Kingdom,

5. Histological work, which could not be performed before the
war as the Colony possessed no pathologist, was undertaken.

6. The effectiveness of the chlorination of the water from North
Front Wells was examined and certain revisions in practice
were recommended,

It is considered that the Pathological Service will be im-
proved when a small laboratory for simple routine procedures
only, is commenced at the Colonial Hospital, with one skilled
technician in attendance; the more complex work must be done

at the City Council Laboratory.

D. A. STANLEY, M.B., B.S., AR.IC,,
Major, RAM.C.,

City Analyst and Bacteriologist,
Gibraltar,
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BACTERIOLOGICAL, PATHOLOGICAL AND
PUBLIC HEALTH WORK.

Variety and number of specimens which come under this
heading are listed below : —

W ater.
Underground tanks, etc., B. Coli ...........ccorivninrinn oon, 323
Reservoirs N S e e i o 242
Wells, North Front G2 o s S R 3330
do. |3 700 B e R Y N e A e SRR [ [
Swabs.
For K.EB. etc—throal ..........ii i e 278
For K. L.B. etc—eyaand ear ......oiob i imatun s ssaiii 54
Sputa.
et BT TE 21 Lo e e D e | . SRR D N e
Blood.
Wasserman and Kahn reaction ............cooovvviieiiiieninnnnn. 3978
Rl BB e e i ST TR S PR 109
AT i A R g S S R IR v L PN P 318
Smears for malaria, anthrax, ete. .......coooovvvviiiiiiiiinnnnnn. 15
Sugar estimations, sugar tolerance tests ........................ 278
Urea estimations, urea concentration factor .................. 19
Cultures for enteric, streptococci, &e. ..., 50
Calcium, Van den Bergh and Icterus Index ............. . . L5
L T T r (e I £ 2Rt o e el a1 T SRS R 55
Gonococeal complement fixation test ....... ... ... 67
BRI it ol st n oo o s MR o s i i s 66
Cerebro Spinal Fluid.
Wassermann and general examination ... . ... ... ... 69

Ertalopy. COMNED, BEC. ..iv:o.ooueimnoirgrniiingssionmasiiassorsinss 8
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Pleural Fluids.

Cytology; enlture; €. ... . . ... R e 3

Urines.

Analysis—and bacteriological ........................... 1498

Ures. cltBALRION ./ ivsuonssmis s hEae e pa s Ll Sl i 8

Pus.

For gonococcus and other organisms ... ... 524

Sera.

From V.S, for Tr. Pallida (dark ground) ..................... 136

Faeces.

For bacteriological examination .....................ccceeven.n.. 8

Breast Milk.

For chiemical analvein..........i0. osvenmes s sviss sesvarssorsie 6

Rats.

For Plague .......... i R e R e S S 95

Gastric Contents.

Including factional test meal.........c.ccooiiiniiiiiniiiineninn 255

Guineapig.

Inoenlation for K.LB. and TB. 0 0 ittty 19

Histological,

Cutting, fixing, staining sections ...................... 41

Miscellaneous.

Penicillin dispensing, solutions for injections ............... 131

Eye drops, oinments, local applications ........................ 178
13,384









