Sepher Maphteah Shelomo = Book of the Key of Solomon / an exact
facsimile of an original book of magic in Hebrew ... now produced by
Hermann Gollancz.

Contributors
Gollancz, Hermann, 1852-1930.

Publication/Creation
London : Oxford Univ. Press, 1914.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/g9mk6dtk

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

P,B. HEBREW

120













25w MNDHN 9D
SEPHER MAPHTEAH SHELOMO

(BOOK OF THE KEY OF SOLOMON)

AN EXACT FACSIMILE OF
AN ORIGINAL BOOK OF MAGIC IN HEBREW

WITH ILLUSTRATIONS

NOW PRODUCED FOR THE FIRST TIME
BY
HERMANN GOLLANCZ, M.A., D.Lir.

GOLDSMID PROFESSOR OF HEBREW
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, LONDON

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

LONDON EDINBURGH GLASGOW NEW YORK TORONTO MELBOURNE
BOMBAY

HUMPHREY MILFORD
1914






INTRODUCTION

I¥ my description or outline of the volume now presented, published in 1903
under the title nube mnew, Clavicula Salomonis, I remarked that the chief work
which is supposed to have served as the oracle of all sorcerers throughout history was
the famous Clavicula Salomonis,

King Sclomen, who, according to tradition, was king of the whole world, and
who, according to the statement in Ecclesiastes, could render all the joys and delights
of life subservient to his will, stood forth as the pattern and prototype for all who
hankered after the things which they regarded as the pleasurable and desirable
oﬁjwts of existence.

The legend runs that it was by means of magical conjurations that King Solomon
‘the Wise was enabled to procure for himself all the d'alighta and pleasures which
he sought.

Gedaliah Tbn Jahya, referring in his book Shalsheleth-Hakabala to works of this
description bearing on the magical art, cites one by name, mosw nneo—the very
equivalent of Clavicula Salomonis. To quote his words:

mebxn yan Sy oeEo (o B2 Man paTE DUREI DONON Mobw Awvw oMMINA N Do
1MESY ANBD NNAPN DHUDEM T MPIWM DYED MamM MDY MBNI ANYm DETm

It is said that, in addition to the works composed by Solomon as contained in
Holy Writ, he wrote books on the nature of trees and plants, on wild beasts, animals,
and fowl: he was further the author of writings and conjurations against Evil Agents
in a work called The Key of Solomon.’

In the words of the great scholar of the Faust-legend, Karl Engel, Solomon
plays the same role in ancient Jewish Magic as Faust does in the Christian; it is,
therefore, not to ba wondered at that modern books on magic are attributed to him.

In comparatively modern times what is supposed to be translations or adaptations
of the original Hebrew Key appeared in various Romance languages, not to speak
of German or English versions. With regard, however, to the Hebrew text itself, it
seemed, as far as our knowledge went, to be altogether lost; it was, in fact, given up
as lost. (Cf. Mathers, p. v: The Key of Solomon the King, 1889.)

It chanced some years ago that I became possessed of a fine copy of the Hebrew
MS. of what appears to be this very Key of Solomon. I came across the volume
among the books helonging to my father, the late Rev. Samusl Marcus Gollinéz
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iv BOOK OF THE KEY OF SOLOMON

1 have since seen one or two collections of a similar character, but they are by no
means in the same good condition or clear handwriting, nor at all equal in bulk to
the MS. before me. :

Considering its remarkable value for the folk-lorist and antiquarian, I have now
determined to produce the same in its entirety. Im the following pages I have given
an exact reproduction of the original MS. in my possession, even as regards size;
a facsimile by collotype process—a method rendered the more necessary on account
of the numerous diagrams and illustrations with which the MS, is interspersed.

In these brief introductory remarks I do not propose to repeat the details
which I published concerning the work in 1903; at the time, I intended this
small publication to be a fairly full description, or better perhaps a skeleton outline,
of this practically unique compilation. I shall but briefly summarize the conclusions
then arrived at, and leave the reader to consult the original Hebrew for fuller
information by the aid of the brochure which I issued ten years ago,

Furthermore, both in order to serve as examples of the contents of this work, and
also as a guide in deciphering the Hebrew cursive script of an Italo-Spanish character,
in which this eopy is written, I am giving in this Introduection a transeript in square
Hebrew character of a few of the passages oceurring herein, of some the text simply,
of others text and translation, or translation alone, reserving the publication of
a complete rendering of the original for another oceasion. (Pagination is given
throughout in the usual figures instead of the Hebrew ones found in the original)

As far as the scope of this compilation is concerned, it is most varied in
character. Its references extend to Philosophy, Medicine, and Alchemy; Astronomy
and Mathematics ; Theology and Physiognomy ; Logie, Musie, and Politics,

The general impression conveyed by a perusal of the work itself, is that it is
Jewish in tone. Some of the invocations read as beauntiful and pure Hebrew
prayers, and could only have been composed by a Hebrew, whilst the spirit under-
lying the invocations, as well as the formulae themselves, strike one at frequent
intervals as non-Jewish. The Jewish character of the work as a whole is thus
often affected by the foreign elements introdueed. Some parts, in fact, read as
translations from some Western source, or adaptations from Arabic sources. The
Book, like most of these magical writings, is a true image of that syncretism so
characteristic of this class. of 1ifere koo,

The supposed Salomonic origin of the work, and Sclomon's connexion with the
Magic Art, may be seen from passages such as the following :

(fol. 6b) £™ED w3 ana:n ATy Mebe AL N3IR WY
B omoben nwm yaen c 0 nebe npawn tEen e Beann et aebed s o noon
(ff. 43a—43 b) Smn then W

The title-page of this copy (thongh mutilated as regards the chief word, for
obvious reasons, as I have shown in my brochure, p. 17) points to King Solomon
as author. It speaks of the bLook as that of ‘Sclomon, son of David, King of Israel,
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who sat on the throne of the Lord, and reigned over those on high and those below,
his wisdom being greater than that of all the children of the East’,

That our MS., over 200 years old, is but a copy of an older one is clear from

internal evidence, as I have indicated in several passages of my former ‘ description
(pp. 186, 25, 36),

The opening passage of the MS. (fol. 1a) is as follows :

=20 Yrnn e Ve
"bDn hD"Tl'JH

RWONRI PR ATE LRt Bl 13517 mt_.,i_., VAN AT ADDE MVD3 LY NR UMM AN
PR RN TEED Moren 35D MBEa ITMER A28ND ‘7 I3 A APRNNa f9 T RnNst ANk abnna
raxbea pe von s anesa 135 Abyea 73b 7aane bwa s 925 a7y aebe aew mbon no uen
yee memest onbas e o Sy oo oo S pbrmee wbw mme e neme aRnm Lnmw nbuo
3 nbp 53 mevn we 2 o 2 oobe mba o by ez YEme 9 Shs nend

meNn Pona ym Taant bea emn naommn mbam Abrna M eebe i e now R bx oea
ronnn St Spa voms 1 phn S mmen nerase ,ovosbon s e pbn nrd obe prine
v bp 27 pvmeem oy ovTw ovene b avm oue by on owosbea A phn npd
q37h pa e Ao obaa oe oA nume ‘b om 135 19ant Sxb ooy oon nep qew b
4 veb Ten on o oue o e 85 b vnowbo noa kDY wan noa kb amzn w3 bk o
AT ORI ,07NY O DINA Mo emr ven v e M5 wn obuwh Amm omaea ymam
e 5nby mnvema wbesn maan b wand en oy abwn von e mean Soe men mbunby senab
DA DTN 33 e oven Spowb o anbom a3 bwa pean Ay Amaen Aen wea e
neba miotts o v peba uMe v pr A1 pAr S Npve Bra Mmoo e wm oo
BM3WA BYAN WY AN 0NN DanD B3 %9 peant neon ar s e map peba pn v
b o i 11 )

After this introductory passage come twenty-six ‘prayers’ (i.e. Invocations),
some in pure Hebrew, others consisting simply of Cabbalistic names. 1 here
reproduce the first seven with translation.

BIDK. JON DDA A2 UTNh SR (BA00 DR DY b MK ﬂL):JH inngNe AdBN
*," oM DUm EpR AR pnng
First Prayer.
AGLA (the initial letters of the Hebrew words Afa, Gibbor, Leolam, Adonai,
meaning, ‘ Thou art mighty for ever, Adonai’), Light of Truth and Life, Merciful

Judge, preserve me and help me by the power of Mercy and [Thy attribute| * Long-
suffering ' in the course of this holy vision, and be Thou gracious unto me. Amen!
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R Ton B2 neam w5 vaeb s obw vhe Saeva axn e ‘n I ‘2 nben
v oo e boowpmen wome P oo wdn von mowen e ohipa IR we M e oba
RRAR M T AP AT TIA0 S8 ovn o uran owex o3 o oweman e oppme vieoa obs A
RETIP JYTPE DY e D3 5 OMA JN3T3 ®3 0 TN Meed epm unn T i e 10
frEM TTRAD M i
Second Prayer.

MONOUN (probably means ‘0 Witness!'). € Lord, Holy One, Father of Power, God
of the Universe, before whom are all the created ones and the uncreated, Source of all
formations. whose eyes saw the non-existent world, of whose beauteous grace heaven
and earth ave full, and whose ears listen to every creature. Before they existed, He
saw them all; in His Book were all ereatures inscribed, the strong and the weak.
Endow me, Thy servant, this day with understanding, lowly pressed as I am both in
body and spirit beneath Thy feet, for the sake of Thy Holy Spirit. Be gracious unto
me, and raise me up, so that I may behold Thy Majesty. Grant unto my actions
this day Thy blessing and the confirmation of Thy watchfulness ; and may Thy hely
revelation serve to enhghten me. Amen!

ey et bxn e e owman Yo e M ax T ‘A nepen m‘m s nbsn
e mann poen v peeb wa Seanw obpe Sym o mm oova M e poxbey omn e B
R R wbw A oAne erpm S Joe pob nbam na by weem aevpn o vty mbb ova
LR CTTY T IR N by pnaw
Third Prayer.
TETRAGRAMMATON. (The invocation contained on fol. 52 b* might be read

in conjunction with this term.)

Look Thou down, O Lord my God, Merciful Father, for ever directing aright all
existing things. Thou, O God, seest and lockest upon every act of man and his
angels, Dwell, I pray Thee, this day upon my good and meritorious work.
I beseech Thee imploringly that Thy abundant kindness be with me this day,
to make manifest unto me this holy revelation; and that Thoun mayest endow me
to overflowing with strength and power for the sake of Thy great and Holy
Name, Thou, my Lord Ged, who puttest Thy praise upon the lips of those that
love Thee, Thy men of righteousness. Amen!

XTI OPINDE TN MY T TR ces N TN DTONT YoM Ok meas
oot ik sOme o aebe peabie ewbae oabae vabax 85 80w
Bn 3 oy e M0 HBDINED fidbab [aen fivdn) fikdd jibd |

By the name EL ELODI HOELOHIM ELAHI EHYH ASHER EHYH
JAH SHADDAI ADONAI ZEBAOTH JUD HE VAV HE AGLA AGLAII
AGLAT AGLAUT AGLATUN ALPHA Vg AGLA ON TETEAGRAMATON
TON MATON RAMATON GRAMATON RAGRAMATON TERAGRAMATON
TETRAGRAMATON, the Mighty One, God, Elyon, &ec.
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ST TN A0 W BAND LDMINDIA DA D3 an 3TN N I:"'rL,'R ‘L)H *3 mben

N33 '3 VRAP B0 ¥5 Jew TR Thvne 2eb mewk wn ,oba oama by ma by T e

PEAIP3 "Mhan 'Madmed e DeEpn 1*:3515 MmMEEa AMNEa LT TINN RETRa oeaEn 1*::{‘;!:
L (TNER T ER ATANEY RPN MM PPRR oD

Fourth Prayer.

0 my God, God the Creator, Adonai, Father of all hidden formations;
O Merciful One, surrounded with majesty and light, who before the world existed
governed all things: behold, I prostrate myself before Thy splendour and Thy
mercies which cannot be told, that Thou mayest enlighten me by the power of
Thy holy angels with Thy holy revelation and with a eclear perception; and by
the names of Thy holy angels may my mind and memory be enlightened by
the holy effects of the vision and holy and clear appearance, Amen! O Lord
of Truth (7).

b2 oo o e ooea e maad mm prtmn ax B 'ij;];?‘tgl;'l';j ‘a nben
wen 5 i o oeve oveeen moea one wb Spe maeme Soomeb sew pn oma e
e TIER3 uNN3 AR B3 mmopnn Ry
Fifth Prayer.

HEKLAISTAI.  Adonai, Holy One, Compassionate Father, who triest the
hearts which are in heaven and on earth, the sea and the depths, and all that is
in them ; they unto whom Thon hast granted favour, Thou before whom neo thought
or deed can be hidden! By the glorified and hely names of thy angels, grant me

my desire and the privilege of this revelation without evil imagining; try (favour)
me in Thy lovingkindness. Amen!

pvion 0w e mawen 53 imn meemn 53 wm pewen pamn xman PPebR 4 mben
*.' [oR *N¥ER tewt Ak TIDR 33 mwbob a3 ab aeoy mma Poemaa b mram W e D

Sixzth Prayer.

AMPHIMATKON. Merciful Creator, who formest all souls in abundance, and
givest all the good things that are favourable, ordering them and guiding them;
hear now, and make me understand Thy blessings in a humble spirit and with
crushed heart, to accomplish through the multitude of Thy kindnesses that which

1 desire. Amen!

TIOR3 AEN O VINT IR O e penen s oenn 3x e bsnommsb 4 onben
oy vab M e oo Somopewr Ak T mab & wnn Lim nnd mwen Jam Jepd
* 0 IEN NYEN UMD Y TTIAD KT TIB mmtd bow b gnmam qmena (11 maa) e
Seventh Prayer.

LMIHARAH. All-powerful One, Father of Kindnesses, Guide of Creatures,
Judge and Refuge, Lord of lords, who in Thy lovingkindness didst grant unto
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Thy holy and beloved one wisdom and grace; be gracious unto me that I may
behold Thy splendour. Do Thou, judging and informing all things, enlighten my
heart, I pray Thee, this day with the flashes (? L »n33) of Thy brillianey and Thy
purity, so that I may see Thy face and Thy tremendous glory, for in these things do
I delight. Amen! :

After the twenty-six ‘prayers’ we. have, on fol. 3 a, the following highly
interesting prescriptions or formulae:

by man vy mes Swnpe mem o pepTan SPRYOJAN bk rom v Re A
rems *h33 3N LMITI WIIIN HD MM DD AYAD M AUPRA 0N R D A0esna mnn
sobwpa e 5o by hwemm o mpm b oopen Sw o pbo muma o b Yoo b o w
SeM: ans3 perted st qon W I Y oo xvn w5 gnden ank En oKD NETPIENI
PPN DN L ne BbER AP DAn oan NN D BREY 0T MR TR NN D DR ANEM DY Y
noEn mEste nnn oEamy N (Dpavam aR ‘53 AN DAY DT B3 DN SoRm) rlhﬁ
IR M DT DN T N2 YOt Den oo "iH.FHJ J”PJ :'1::.‘,3: ™M PEnn e b | i:|'|5ﬂ1.'1 whan
fnooeyn ™ Y3 MIOND Dopp R M DWOYD ‘3 TPa3 UMK WEEY DR ) mmnn eRe
IEAM I3 W B 3 nam (P YR Baga yianan ny'ame wrieon :?'IEI'“'I R D KR R
ez 1 bao Som ogeebed b o [t combe e oewo myn ma wab b b nmhed
bt 0% Bna cvby e e MMM YR meed pn Aeb o Ssstaen comen by e
BN DINHET NI DT DY) M oo

First PAV VHV mentioned by Elisha. ABGITS MBKJIES:

This name, APUTEL, the priest bore on his breast on entering the Holy of
Holies on the Fast {or ‘fasting’). It revives the dead, that is, when you make
mention of it by word of mouth. When written on a brass or golden wvessel, it
rescues from all manner of weapon and loosens every form of evil, so much so
that it will lay all evil, and have power over everything that is done in the world.

BANUKITT: Bay this regularly after thy devotions, and thou shalt be afraid
of no man.

JH HV HV: Elijah delivered this to Elisha in writing; and when placed in
water, and a man possessed of a devil drank thereof, that man escaped; and if you
give of that water to a woman in childbirth, she will speedily recover. If you
engrave it on silver and say, ‘ Let the eyes of men be bound’, you will become
invisible.

ABSNIK : Written and placed under the bed-pillow will bring whomsoever
you wish in a dream, who will acquaint you with your heart’s desire. :

NKB NAKAR: This was the name of which Noah made mention against the
waters, and Abraham against the fire.

JCHSH SHASH : Count three days, then say it twice every morning ; and eleven
times CHANUNA gnd fourteen times in the evening outside the ecity, and thou wilt
bring whomsoever thou desirest.
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ANAZA ANSH: Write this on the small twig of a nut-tree, and beat the sea or
stream with it, and it will become dry. '

LALUN LLUN: Is of avail for those possessed of an evil spirit, as soon as they
are placed upon them.

YHYH : Elijah gave to Elisha, and is of avail against every ill, as soon as it is
placed upon a man.

TTRAEL: Is of value for the sight of a child, when pronounced and placed
upon it.

BJT BJAT: When worn, delivers from all ill and from evil persons. Finis,

At the foot of fol. 5 b (8 lines from the bottom) we have the following :

nmbab xman M e mbyon 73b nnk amow v o sen ane b pewa moby o

bynn wen bywe Y2 beeen ovb nn o m o mebed Sweo pdon mexa oana apbrby o wanb

by wrazm sevpab s ‘nowpa aom ovinkd 3" un K MM wn S: ovekben D30 e
1w popn

‘Solomon remarks by Divine inspiration: ‘God alone is One, and there is one
Faith only—the exalted one which the Creator desired to be revealed unto mankind
and to be distributed among the multitude; inasmuch as the angel Samail said to
Solomon, “This shalt thou give to the people of Israel”, that is to say, Shmuiel,
the Great Prince, Chief of all the angels and all the Ten Classes; and he gave it
further unto others. And it was pleasing in the eyes of the Lord, and He commanded
him to sanetify it (?), and adjured him in the following manner.’

As T observed above, the chief word of the title-page, in fact of the title itself,
has been mutilated, cat ount; so that if it were not for the accident that the
expression is repeated in the body of the work, we might have been at a loss to
know the exact title of the work before us. This we have in fol. 6b, where the
writer remarks: RnNEEAD WA DO M AN ame ‘I will now begin, with the
help of the Helper, the second book of the Key (MAPHTEAH)'. And it occurs
twice in the Appendix (fol. 3b), once in the phrase: n">pe meye nnoon wcea ‘in the
book of the Key which Solomon, peace be to him, composed ".

This compilation then, according to its full title, would be known as nnbo =e0
mase, The Book of the Key of Solomon.

That the Magic Art was looked upon as a serious occupation, and was.kept as an
exclusive possession, may be gauged from the paragraph (fol. 6b) containing .the
following regulation or order:
pam o Sy e e &S ok o Dwd e kb 1rd A mana gen 525 ux nwo pnk
50RO WD me Moene wow Do N3 DR pbea e e prawmy nwn nosbes veyed
S NP MR APTR ame o 9B henn Sox b e &b i o ndad e mbb b

TN merd epa e vyem veo a3
b
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‘I beg and command any one into whose hands this compilation may fall, that
he will give it to no man unless he be of a retiring disposition, able to keep a secret,
energetic in the performance of this kind of work; and I adjure him by the Living
God, the Creator of the Universe, that in the same manner as he would guard
his own soul, he will gnard this book, and not reveal it to such as are unfit. And
should he not listen (to this admonition) I place my supplieation before Him who
has graciously imparted this knowledge to me, that He shall not suffer him to
prosper in all the actions and desires which he seeks to bring about. Amen, May
this be His will.'

The MAGIC CIRCLE which plays so important a part in these operations
is described or referred to in various passages, such as ff. 3bsqq, 9a, 14a-15a, 23 b,
50 b, 65 b-66 a.

The ji¥ow ¢ Experiment’ or ‘ Operation’ (* Practice’) is dealt with on 7a-81,
9a,55a, 56b, 70a-70b; and in the Appendix, ff. 1a-2 b, and 3bsq. It may be of
special interest to give in full, with a translation, the * Operation’ of Simon Magus,
eontained on fol. 55 a:

AONI M N3 AMNY P M 33 DUND W P N3 M T b PP be DN
W3 mn P18 Mo Ao DeAn DTTEA 13 Demm noob Ay w2 37R o Abup Aen pho
Abupn pEERI MO A AR N DT Py 3wm name Y™ obwn vy mee Smem ppd aeen
vbna own opoxa 730 b 5D pank o nin ap3Enn ane Ko nn X5 DYEEE 1 ToN
jows DIk AR T DT AT 5;: DINK AR MY A £NE D 9 Pa Ao nhwo
DInN 3w 0NN STE3 DINK IR Do SYIDR DNk waws DIDY DM MANED 1A T
#oy w2 #D o0 nan kD pwa w1 R0 nan eS e e mem osb e wbe onna
A M open Sx To wane #dx obwa oipn owa &b owen nan d oera 8 Do hma
RO 89N o2 o beewe ao Sap nown b rw s aebe nbene w Tan oy aowb
b A o o St a1 8 e EG o peabane oD b
D 17 1IN I3 W 1SN M Y nbee Wt YRR DY b K3 To Y9 [ERh Ko oM Ao
MR TSN BN NN BT 73 DD SNem AN TS R nmE nNat msSy penn ooy ayen
AR NEoINT mabn APAD OUIMD W PTY O3 ATINE MY AN TN WA mem Bad jan nawma
117 O meabn oF MY IDOBI PEEM TWHD IISEMN B IBEER R RO N 19730 eana b aem
TN P ANING TSN MW EBNITD PR TR oM xm mabma mabn temo meir #b ow oo
WD T I oum a0 e kb e Swen owe bk an e Sxen kb seen mua e
eoa Sy nwy (2N M 73) amon o b aeden e o &b monn o mae po W
LMN DN YINKD 0 A eana weson e buwm tnow am ma
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The * Operation’ of SIMON MAGUS.

The ‘Operation’ of SIMON MAGUS should be carried out on a Thursday or
a Tuesday in the evening. In the first place, you should have a candle of virgin
wax burning; then make a circle with a sword (as is shown below), and mark
the four sides with the mark of Solomon and the seals of Jupiter and Venus (as
you will see further on); then write the names of the four sides of the world, i e.
East, West, North, and South. Having done this, stand in the middle of the circle,
and say three times, neither more nor less, this form of conjuration :

‘I adjure you, O Lucifer, and all thy associates, by the Living God, by the
Angels above and below, by So and So, and in the name of A and B, &e.;
I furthermore adjure you by Belzebuk, your Lord; I moreover adjure you by
Satan, in whose hands are the Keys of Gehinnom. I adjure yeu by Lucifer,
your King; I adjure you by the mighty deep; I adjure you by the Law of the
Lord, that you shall have no power to stand in the air, nor beneath the air; nor
on the earth, or beneath the earth; nor in the water, or under the water; nor in
the heavens, or beneath the heavens; nor in any place of the world; but that thoun
shalt come forthwith unto this place, thon, 0 Lucifer, with thy associates, or that
thou shalt send three of thy servants, who shall tell me the truth concerning all
that I shall inquire of them, in the name of AGLA, AGLAIL AGLTA, AGLAUT,
AGLTUN, and in the name of ALPHA, V&, HE, VJV, JUD, HE, MAHL,
. ALTHAT, ELOKIM, ZEBAOTH, ELYON, &c.

Beware, too, that you fall not asleep; for immediately Lucifer with lis
ecompanions will come, or he will send three of his messengers or associates who
will say unto you, * What dost thou want or desire and wherefore hast thon brought
us?’ Then at once ask of them three things that you wish, and they will tell you.
After the reply bid them farewell in the manner known.

It is meet that you should perform this on Thursday or Tuesday while the moon
is on the increase (lif. ‘increasing her light’), and it should only be practised, if
possible, in the months February, May, August, or October, when the sun and moon
are equal in number [of hours (7)], otherwise at full moon. Now this is an unfailing
experiment, tested by many; but it is requisite that you should be perfectly clean
and pure in body and soul. Do not ask more than three questions; for if you
ask more, they will not reply nor answer. Understand, too, that whatever grade
or kind of spirits they may be, they never answer more than three questions.

I, the writer (so it was written), have tested this ° Experiment’, and found it true.

The concluding statement in conmexion with another such ‘Operation’ (.
56 a-56 b), headed ‘mtsy noww o2 “An Operation tested and true’ contains these
remarkable words: ‘This Operation has been learnt from a certain demon who
placed herself at the service of the writer (so it was written), and taught him this
process, which is true.’
b2
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Another characteristic ‘Operation’ we have on ff. 70a-70b. It runs as
follows : '
3 o mean 853 3w am oman nbn oeana opp 523 mwewnb bam NPNTIND o
Tesn w85 peb pavwn o373 pam RN Abup A 3900 BY AR 380 PRI AN TR 390 R
T mm 3"me nduym T e e ppnm SN 2900 NP DIIN WD :J0IER YANK nDUMD Mesd
noyob ot M nea Sxn TYBRTPN BT M Oy M9PR M3 33 Rma om e nba aboo Bip
T Sard mp Tesn &b penen oyst AR oY RAITE MR D PN ANeRAN nnn ‘3 moe
APILNT MeR 3T BT1 MR MoRen BN (#F) TR 7T MA Rbpn pUnn M nan neh nyen
nEs ohA EPRR FIAVEMY AI TEN INNIA BY TP N nness ppu"l: WIAPAT M TNIER DR
WA W3 WI I ONET DU DT B3 P i ovh nmmen Spa towe e wnn JREe: pnm
mma mbeen bam ooy mbye oxbea npeas Traem Mo :ban wma onbxn web mesn pn bwe
SKET DD DTN STNOEDY DA Dhanbon 1bxa ]’IP"IH:'. TRIER TP IMINR BRI DR
LpTE e SopTE 1amn e beow sovme e Sxoo imab nmem Seeaa mon nnen
a5 sonb 25 s ban mrems nea web avan mOnnE now e Sesep e amen Sy
R MM 33 TaER My b e xab TN BaD M MRy oYR obR noa YaR R
A My Aty aebed moona peen e peoed no o eben Swew nom 9 pfye 2D
£rn 3 Wt p: Avbn wma kP oem M e ND oo Bfe oevipn 1 mowa PPRN3
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The * Operation’ BARAKON.

This may be carried out in any place, with associates or without, better without.
In the first place you must have a sword, very sharp and glittering, and make with
this sword a circle. Have all the requisites ready, so that you should not have to go
out of the circle, when you have once entered it. Having entered it, take the said
sword, and fix it in front of you within the circle. Afterwards yon must have the



INTRODUCTION xiii

hide of a dog unborn and the blood of a hawk (?), and write on this hide with this
blood these characters in two lines one above the other. . . .. .. Understand that
having conversed once with the spirit, there is no further need of the circle; and
if you wish to employ this test, you need but take the hide in your right hand and
say this Psalm three times, after which repeat this conjuration : _

‘I adjure thee, O Spirit, called BARAKON, by the faith that is in thee,
together with thy associate the demon, and by the power and truth of the Living
God, true and merciful, and by that Angel who, on the Day of Judgment, shall
with tha sound of the trumpets say : “ Rise, all ye men and women that are dead ",
and he shall say, “Come, Come, Come unto the righteous judgment before God,
Creator of All".

* Furthermore, I adjure thee, BARAKON, by these holy angels, their ministers,
and their signs; by the name Raphagl and his minister, the Sun; Gabriel, and his
minister, the Moon; Samaél and his minister, Mars; Michaél and his minister,
Venus; Kaphsiel and his minister, Saturn; (I adjure thee) to appear before me
gquickly in human form without harming either my body or my soul and members,
by the power of the Living God of Life and Truth, and He will subdue thee so that
thou come to reply to me.

‘I next adjure thee by the twelve Signs of the Zodiae, Aries, Tanrus, Gemini
Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricornus, Aquarius, Pisces; and
by thee, O Gabriel, the angel who gave strength unto Samson, and who inspired
with wisdom King Solomon, peace be to him! I further adjure thee, BARAKON,
by the Holy Names ADONAI, A. B, and by the name CHUZU, at the sound of
which when proclaimed at midnight all the dead, both good and bad, shall rise
in the twinkling of an eye; and by the name SOTER, by means of which the
Creator, ADONAI ELOHIM, shall cause all the stones of all the buildings of the
world to tumble one against the other, so that they shall be everturned and engage in
war together ; then shall the human creatures “say unto the mountains, Come, fall
upon us, and to the hills, cover us” (cf. Hosea x. 8). . . .

‘And I adjure thee by the Ineffable Name, with which ELOHIM after the Day
of Judgment shall slay the Satan and his select ones, and all the wicked of heart
shall be put into a stream of fire; whilst his own elect shall be glad and rejoice in
the glory and pride of the Living God, and there they shall find their delight, and
rest the everlasting rest.

‘Again, I adjure thee, O BARAKON, by the spirit of Him on high (? for
wyn, L pbpn), together with thy associates, also by the Eternal Being, blessed and
glorified in the recesses of the high places, tremendous in His world and the
heaven of heavens, served by all His creatures for ever and unto all generations,
that thon come speedily in the form of a little man. I further adjure thee
by the holy ministering angels and by all the Names of the Lord, that thou come
quickly, that no obstacle prevent thee, nor any canse whatsoever. I farther
adjure thee, BARAKON, by all the things created by the Lord on high or below
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(and he shall detail the foremost creatures) that yon come immediately and without'
delay in the form of a little man, without hurt, trembling, or fear whatsoever, either -
to my body or my soul or to any of my members. I again adjure thee by the
extraordinary portion of joy which the Lord allotted to the Angel Michael and the
Angel Gabriel in the grade of holiness.’

Therenpon immediately there will come the spirit that understands and listen
to your commands, and tell you all you desire. He will come in human form at
all times that yon wish to speak to him; as for thee, ask whatever thon choosest,
and he will answer truthfully, in humility, and with cheerful heart.

Of Conjurations we have the following typical form (fol. 23b-24 a) :
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‘I'furthermore conjure you in the name of the Creator of All, the Fashioner of
All, and the Maker of All, the Possessor of All, the Beginning and End of All,
possessing and none possessing Him, the Fashioner and not fashioning Him, the
producer and none producing Him, Lord and none lord to Him, Ruler and none
ruling Him, He the cause of existence, and none the cause of His Existence, the
First and no first to Him, the Last and none after Him; the Creator, and all are
His ereatures; the Fashioner, and all are His formations; the Possessor, and all
are His possessions; the Maker, and all things are made by Him; the Worker, and
all are His works; Lord, and all are His servants; Ruler,"and over all is Hia
dominion; the Source of Existence, and all exist by Him; the Canse, and all is
the effect of this Cause; all shall pass away, but He lives and remains to all

everlasting, Selah! (I adjure you) that you stir not from this spot until you fulfil
my desire and will, my command and request, which is So and So, &e.'

Another class of conjuration, different in so far that it adjures by means of

Cabbalistic Names in place of being a direct appeal to the ‘Creator of All’, will be
found on fol. 454a:
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*We furthermore conjure thee and decree concerning thee PILIT (or BILID)
son of ANT, son of NASHARON, son of SHAMLON, son of MINIKUAM, son
of JUKAR, son of SHAMSHA, son of NAADAME, son of VATALE, son of
VASHVASH, son of ASHRAUD, son of MARA, son of ASHMEDAI, son of
SHUNARON (or SHOMRON), who were princes over all the angels and Caesars,
for he ruled in the days-of Solomon and in the days of the Prophets, and ruled over
you by reason of great deeds—thee do we adjure by force and all who are near thee,
We further adjure thee, O BILT, that thon come as a help for the sake of the
glory of thy father ANT, and for that of thy mother NAEMAH, with favour and
not in anger, with joy and not in sorrow, with truth and not with falsehood, to do
‘that which I have desired, &c.’

M TEEm s mteb Sxem qew mbse 5o Sy b wnb e cmem Sk brn Y9 u
omm ommape nrtd penan o Srnn mode o Tho MINDEN ar T e oo See b
$TRPED 10 TR PUES pmB M BRI
A characteristic counterpart to such request will be found in the reply on
fol. 46 a:
‘I, BILT the Great, the Eastern One, am ready to respond to every request
which thou makest, and to fulfil thy will, and wish, and longing entirely; ask of me,
and it shall be done forthwith; I, ASHMEDAI, King of the South, the Great

Philosopher. Wouldst thon know concerning the past, present, and future, behold
I am ready to answer, and to solve all thy doubts.’

One of the most interesting, perhaps, of all the Conjurations, is the one occurring
in the Appendix, fol. 6 a~-6b. It runs as follows:
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A Specific for Pain in the Egyes.

‘In the name of the Lord, God of Israel, who sitteth upon the Chernbim. The
Holy One, blessed be He, shone forth in the Garden of Eden, and the Angels after
Him. When they had entered into the midst of the Garden of Eden, their faces
were sad, and they said one to the other, * Wherefore is the Holy One, blessed be
He, t-mul:llled? He is angered on account of the low state of A, son of B, who has
a sore or bad water in his eye”. Thereupon the angels addressed the Holy One,
saying: *As Thou hast it in Thy power to heal him, may it be Thy will to restore
him to health!” And I will conjure this sore or this water in the eye of A, son of B,
by the name ADONAI ZEBAOTH, God of Israel, and by the name EHYH ASHER
EHYH, and by the name METATRON, and by the seventy-two Names of the Holy
One, and by the name ADRIBUN, and by the name SHABHI (according to another
reading, SHABTI), and by the name SHMUIEL, the Great Prince, and by the name
of the angel SHAMSHIEL, and by the name of ELIAS, ENOCH, the prophet, and
by the name MICHAEL, GABRIEL, and RAPHAEL, and by the name of
HADARMIEL, PISHON, MITMON, SIGRON, the Holy Angels, and in the name
of all the angels of the Upper Region, and in the name of the holy SERAPHIM,
HAYOTH and OPHANIM, and in the name of the Ten Generations, and in the name
of the Ten Scrolls of the Law, and in the name of the Ten Sephiroth, and in the
name of the angels that minister in the presence of the Exalted Holy One, blessed be
He; and in the name of bread, water, and wine, and all that the Holy One, blessed -
be He, hath created in His world ; (I adjure you) whatever you be, whether film or
spot or water, or white, or malady, or grit, or thorn, any sort of darkness, or worm,
that you go forth or die, and depart out of the eye, or from these eyes; or as regards
any other thing that can be blotted out, that it go forth out of these eyes, from the
eye to the flesh, and from the flesh to the bone, and from the bone to the skin, and
from the skin to the hair, and from the hair to the earth, in the name of ADONAI,
God Zebaoth.'

Let him do this three times a day, and each time let him sprinkle with his
third finger of the water, and drop one drop *in the Name ' (it seems to me—adds the
copyist—the author meant *in the eye’); let him do this nine days or twenty-one
days, and with the help of God he will be healed. Finis.

Concerning the influence of the planetary system upon the life of man, we have,
on fol. 52 b, the following:

Saturn has of man's body the bones, the millet, the right ear, and the urinary part.

Jupiter has of man's body the liver, the left ear, and the ribs.

Mars has of man's body the gall, the right nostril, the sinews, and the kidneys.

The Sun has of man's body the heart and the right eye during the day, and the
GEPGI::':E during the night, the brain in the head, the arteries, and the right side of
the body.
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Venus has of man's body the flesh and fat, the private part and semen in man.
Mercary has of man's body the tongue, mouth, and sinews.
The Moon has of man's body the left eye during the day, and the opposite

_during the night, the lung, the throat, the upper bowel, the womb, and all the left
side of the body.

The details connected with the fumigation relating to these planets, to which
reference is made on fol. 87 b, and more particularly the form of the Prayer, are
specially interesting. 'We read :

‘Red sandal-wood for the Sun, aloe for the Moon, pepper for Mars, mastix for
Mercury, saffron for Jupiter, costus for Venus, brimstone for Saturn. Thereafter the
priest shall bless them, and the priest shall say this Prayer: O God of Abraham, God
of Isaac, and God of Jacob, put Thy blessing upon these perfumes, so as to enlarge
the power of their fragrance and their efficacy, in order that no enemy shall be able
to enter them, nor any other forms, in the Name of Adonai, the Living God, and
Ruler for generation upon generation. Amen!’

Among other interesting items we might note, that in the paragraph under the
heading ‘ Chapter on Theft’ (fol. 70b) there is the diagram of an eye on fol. 71a,
surrounded on the upper side with the curious expressions piwe phy, Gof Magot, the
Old French spelling of Gog Magog.

The last two prescriptions in the present collection are as follows:
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2, To overpower a king or ruler, or whomsoever thou desirest, to do thy will.

Before all things wash thy face, hands, and feet ; read the Shema (i.e. Deut vi. 4);
then stand on thy left foot, and repeat three times this Conjuration :

‘T ecall upon you, ye demons, who are appointed to coerce humankind, whose
names are SHANSHIMON, SHANAUN, SHANGDIEL, SANGDIEL, TAMPALTI,
VVISHTROM, VHSHR, ARMNIEL, EL; and I further call upon you, O BEEL
ZEBUB, ZRON, ROHI, KIBAISH, BINTIVASH, and all your set appointed for
this purpose. I call upon you and adjure you, I decree and ordain upon you by
these Names of God, formed of the 72 (names), and by the Name of the 216 letters,
being the sum-total of the three verses (of Exodus xiv. 19, 20, 21) beginning with
the words yon (Aud he journeyed), v (And ke came), tn (And he strélched)—let him
make mention of all the names), that you go this very night to A, son of B, that yon
stand over him, and intimidate him, and overwhelm him, and show him my likeness,
and tell him to beware of his life and do all my will, which is so and so; that should
he not perform it, he will in that week die a sudden death. And thou shalt adjure
him in a dream to do so. Should he be unwilling to swear, you smite him, and
stand over him, and frighten him until he swears that he will do so. And you shall
coerce him all that night by dream after dream and dream within dream, until he be
entirely willing to do my bidding, and come during the day to seek me cut (or send
after me to call me) literally, so as to do my will. And the zealons and speedy
runner shall run before you, namely BOLIM, and you shall hasten and go after
him to do unto him in this matter as you did unto Laban, the Syrian, and unto
Abimelech, King of the Philistines. I further decree upon you by the power
of the Name compounded of (the words) Bereshith (i.e. ‘In the beginning’, Gen. 1. 1)
till Vo-Vouhu (i.e. ‘and void’, ibid. i. 2), that is, the Name of the 72 (letters)—he
should mention the Name—that ye shall have no rest, nor ease, neither in heaven,
nor on earth, neither in the air, nor in the water, nor in any spot in all the worlds
which our Creator hath formed, until ye complete this matter in accordance with my
wish and desire, by the Name that was written on the forehead of Aaron, the priest—
that ye go directly and immediately. Finis’

What offices the various Spirits are prepared to perform are as interesting as

they are varied. For example, we read (ff. 46 a-48 a) of such ready and valuable
services as the following :

‘ Lo, we are prepared to revive the dead, &c.'
‘ Lo, we are prepared to place ships and boats at your disposal, on the seas and on
the streams as you desire, &e.’
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* Lo, we are prepared to break the locks of wardrobes and safes containing hidden
treasures, &e.' ]

‘Lo, we are prepared to obey your commands, and wherever you please there
shall meet 10,000 or even a million men in arms, &e.’

There is a paragraph (fol. 66 a) telling how * to shut up a spirit in a ring, so that
you may converse with it by day and by night, and it will teach you if you wish all
that can be done in the world'. There are directions (fol. 67 a) for ‘rendering
yourself invisible'; for ‘eluding prison and fetters’; telling how you can injure
any enemy (fol. 68b); for one who has taken poison; for one petitioning a lord or
ruler (ff. 6a-6 b, Appendix).

The divers other paraphernalia required in the performance of the magical acts,
such as the knife, the sickle, water and hyssop, light and fire, &c., are all minutely
described ; the conjurations for the days of the week, and the relation of the Signs of
the Zodiac to the art of Magic, are set forth in detail.

The Mystic Alphabet or ‘Alphabet of the Angels’ is given on fol. 1a of the
Appendix; and on fol. 40b there is, touching angels, an excerpt from the Book
af the Angel Rasiel—a work that has long been regarded as perbaps the standard
compilation of Jewish practical Magic. We can adduce no better example in
support of this statement than the final prayer contained in our Key, which,
extending over nearly four pages (ff. 71a-72 b), apostrophizes God as the ‘King’,
going through the entire Alphabet a greater or less number of times in order to
describe His distinctive attributes.

A similar passage occurs in the Book of Rasiel (towards the end), but with this
difference ; whilst the Book of Rasiel gives about 140 forms referring to the Creator
as the King of the Universe, the compilation before us has about 360 such forms.
Our version is, therefore, more complete than that which occurs in Rasiel. Besides,
the variations themselves are most interesting and instructive; and what strikes one
at first sight is the use of expressions throughout this long passage in our Key
identical with those ocenrring in the Jewish Prayer Book, the original source of
which may be traced to the Hebrew Seriptures themselves.

H
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the words * the 10® is missing ’; on p.32 (8 1l. from the bottom) for 5oy read bye; on p. 74
(8 and 9 Il. from the bottom) for noye read ndwer, and for Ny read ‘mam; on p. 42
(5 1l. from the bottom) for wen read 2™, and on p. 45 (3 Il from the boltom) for paxmo
=N read Y pND.
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