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DE. N. 8. DAVIS AT THE AGE OF 38.
This likeness i= a reproduction of the Frontispicoe to his Sfsfery of fhe
American Mad eal Agsocialion, publishisd in 1855,













































































































































































































































120 RELIGIOUS AXD CHURCH LIFE; LAST DAYS

morals, and of religion “pure and undefiled,” and in uncompromising op-
position to aleohol in all its forms, did there ever appear before him the
figure of the lonely little boy, and the gloomy log house, and the environing
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The last picture of Dr. Davis, taken in 1904 a few weeks
before his death.

forest, where this venerable and venerated man began his heroic and won-
derful career?

On Saturday, June 4, 1904, Dr. Davis went to his office at his regular
time, and in apparently his usual health; he attended to his patients until











































































COMMEMORBATIVE TABLET

decides the question of how old he is. Judged by this test many
young men have premature atheroma and arterio-sclerosis.

This is why men like Dr. Davis (it is perhaps as well for
our comfort there are very few of them) soon pass us com-
moner and short-sighted fellows. Very few of us have the
long view. We have no very accurate chart of our future
course. We have to earn and enjov a fair living and rest
when we are old, but we see no clear picture beyond the near
distance.

Of course we are unconsciously moulded by the average

tone of our colleagues, and we grow to be like them—average in
everything, Our professional standards are a composite of the
impressions left by the better class of physicians who live the
blameless professional life and pass away in honor.

But more than that mere silent or negative influence, the
silent lives of men like Davis create new standards. He wrote
the Code of Ethics which rules our conduct, but he did more than
live this code. It says “Thou shalt not” do certain things. Davis
was not merely a man of negatives, but lived the strenuous,
creative life of a pioneer.

Fioneers need to be stalwart men. It required a bold mind








































































































































































