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ART FORMS IN NATURE.

'31 RT AND NATURE. the two great manifestations in the world
surrounding us, are so intimately related to one another that it is impossible
to think of one without the other, and thus we can never compress them
into a formula representing one idea. Inlinitely multifarious as the realn
ol the erystalline, animal and vegetable forms which grow and perish with
us may be, they are governed by a rigid and eternal law emanating from
heyond this earth. and obey the profoundly mysterious Fiat of creation that
called them into exisience. For thousands of vears every form in Nature has
beena constant repetition of the same process, subjeet only to alterations due
to climatic changes or the varying charvacter of the soil, which do not interfere
with their original shape. The fern and the horsetail already had their present
lorm in inconceivably remote ages. Their size alone has undergone alierations

through the development of the atmosphere of this planet.

It is the result of the ereative act that disiinguishes the works of Ari from
those of Nature, namely, the modelling of an original form. newly produced.
and not the imitated or repeated form. Art has its immediate origin in the
latest powerlul incentive existing at the time, the most visible expression
of which it is. In the same way that time has no part in the existence of a
blade of grass which, being a svmbol of everlasting primeval laws governing
all life, appears monumental and worthy of veneration. so a work of Arl
has an overwhelmingly moving effect through its very uniqueness as the
most concentrated manifestation. as an are of light joining the two poles of
the Past and the Future. From the Assyrian temple to the stadium of the
present day, from the Buddha absorbed in meditation to The Thinker of



Rodin, from the Chinese coloured wood -engraving to the modern copper-
g |4
plate. everything created by man records the spirit of his epoch with such
distinetiveness that it is easy to deduce from it the actual date of the ereation.
In the artistic production of every generation its relation to Nature, as well
| Y 8
as to God and the science of mathematices, is revealed as in an open book.
And the more securely the actual present is enshrined in a work the greater

will be its value for cternity.

If nan in the space of thousands of years would produce the same style of
architecture and the same form of Art without variation, his ereations would
resemble the structures erecied by bees and ants—merely products of Nature
tounded on parallel lines with the complicated nests of many birds, the web
of a spider and the shell of a snail. But what exalts man above the other
creatures is his capability of transformation by aid of his own spiritual foree,
which gave the Caiholie of the Middle Ages and his entire world a totally
different idea of building than, for instance, the Greek of classical times.
As Nature, in its endless monotony of origin and decay, is the embodiment
ofa profoundly sublime secret, so Art is an equally incomprehensible second
creation, emanaiing organically from the human heart and the human brain:
a creation which from the very beginning of time and throughout the ages
has had its origin in the yearning for perpetuity, for eternity, and in the

desire to retain the spiritual face of its generation—doomed to be engulfed

in the whirlpool of time—in stone, bronze, wood and painted forms that

are independent of birth and death.

This may be said of mankind of the present day, as well as of any other
period. We are witnesses of the fact that modern youth is rising up in revolt
against merciless materialism and intellectualism, dictated by the rapid
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progress of our time, and is returning to Nature with elemental vigour.
Sport. a powerful manifestation common to every country on earth, here
|1r*m-'i{h~:-i the NEeCessary ['(:llll|‘.rt'llr-iillil.rll. A new type of man appears—ia free
being, rejoicing in healthy exercise, intimaiely acquainied with the elements
air and water, tanned by the sun, and resolved to open out for himself
a new and brighter world. The blessed and health-giving powers of light.
air and sunshine are fully recognised by him. His chief aim is the penetration
of his body by the rays of the sun, the illumination of his whole being,
and the transformation of all the various phases of life; in other words, he
aims at active and immediate union with Nature. Simultancously. a new
lorm of architecture supersedes the dark stone caverns and opens out wide
vistas by means of light walls of glass and actually brings the house and
the garden together. the fantasiic wealth of variety in the latter being made
possible by the production of new species of flowers and their scientific
cultivation. And, again, bevond the garden, the motor-car annihilates space

between the town and the country.,

Wiih the aid of slow motion and rapid projection we can study in films
the expansion and coniraction, the breathing and the growth of plants. The
microscope reveals systems of worlds in a single drop of water, and the
instruments of the astronomical observatory enable us to explore the in-
linite depths of the universe. Modern technics bring us into closer touch
with Nature than was ever possible before, and with the aid of scientilic
appliances we obtain glimpses into worlds which hitherto had been hidden
from our senses. And it is technics also that provide us with new tools for
artistic moulding. Although the expression, “The battles of the spirit are
fought out on canvas,” was justified in the 19 th century, the highest Ari
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ol which was its paintings. to-day the fight is waged with iron, concrete,
steel., and so forth. and with the waves of light and ether. Our ardhitecture,
mechanical buildings, motor-cars, acroplanes, as well as the film, the radio
and photography, embrace possibilities of a high artisiic order, and a
thousand signs indicate that the trivmph of technies, so often deplored, isnot

the vietory of matier but the ercative spivit manifesting itself in new forms.

Thus. it is not by chance that a work is published now. which. with the aid
of the photographic camera, by giving enlargements ol certain paris ol a
plant, reveals ihe relationship existing between Art and Naiture, never
heretofore represented with such stariling elearness. Professor Blossfeldt.
architect and feacher at the United State Schools of Free and .-\}l|}!i('{| A
in Berlin. in hundreds of photographic pictures of plants, which have not
been retouched or artificially manipulated. but solely enlarged in different
degrees, has demonstrated the close connection between the form produced

by man and that developed by Nature.

The following selection comprises 120 Plates from this rich material, and
cach reveals the unity of the Creative Will in Nature and in Art. proving
this to be a fuct by the positive evidence of the photographic plate and.
therefore, all the more convineing. And as it was a person of eminence who
recognised this fact as being his own peculiar task (o develop and. conse-
quently, adopted it as the aim of his life, there is unfolded to the artist whao
approaches Nature with the aid of the eve of the camera aworld comprising
all forms of past styles, from dramatic tension {o austere repose, and even to
the expression of lyrical and the most profound inspiration. The fickle deli-
cacy ol a Rococo ornament, as well as the heroic severity of a Renaissance
chandelier, the mystically enfangled iendrils of the Gothie flambovant
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stvle. noble shafis of columns, cupolas and towers of exofie architecture,
silded episcopal erosiers, wrought-iron railings, precious sceptres, all these
shapes and forms trace their oviginal design to the plant world. Even the
dance—a human body grown to art—{inds its protolype in a bud, with its
touchingly innocent movement and its expression of the purest psychic
elfort, a dream apparition descending from the realm of visions into the
Nowery regions of our terrestrial world. The picture of this small germi-
nating sprout (P1.96) bears witness with clear distinctness ol the unity
of the living and the moulded form. The dance, resirvicied fo the ephemeral
ocenrrence of the event in Nature. only hecomes Art by the repetition of
motion as represented by the body, according to fixed rule and in stricily
defined measures. It is called upon to wrest from the flood of development
that movement to which it cannot bestow permanence, exeept by constant
repetition; and whilst the bud of a plant confinues to adopt that everlasting
form which becomes for us the tvpe of an animated body, in order later
on to unfold itself, the dance perpetuates the psychic expression and thereby

advances it to the time-accomplished aimosphere of Ard.

Manifold are the phases of life and manifold. also, are the translormations
undergone by man. Elevating in its joyousness. far bevond the aesthetic
sensation, is the recognition that the hidden ereative forces, to the fluctu-
ations of whidh we. as beings cereated by Nature, are subject. are ruling
everywhere with the same impartiality and authority in the works produced
by cach generation as a type of its existence, as well as in the most per-
ishable and most delicate ereations of Nature.

If the copperplate engravings in this work demonstrate distinctly for the
first time the relations which become evident with increasing clearness.
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in the minute as well as in the great, they will contribute. on their part, {o
further the most important task that lies before us to-day. namely, to grasp
the deeper meaning of our present time, which is siriving for the recog-
nition and realisation of a new unity in all spheres of Life, of Art and of

Technies.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATEDS.

Equisetum hiemale. Winter Horsetail. A young shoot enlarged 25 times.

a Equisetum hiemale. Winter Horsetail: enlarged 12 times,

b Equisetum maximum. Fox-tailed Asparagus: enlarged 4 fimes.

¢ Equisetum hiemale. Winter Horsetail: enlarged 18 times.

I quisetum hiemale. Winter Horsetail: enlarged 12 times,

Equisetum hiemale. Winter Horsetail. Section of a stem enlarged 30 times.
Equisefum hiemale. Winter Horsetail. Part of a root enlarged 8 times.
a Equisetum hiemale. Winier Horsetail: enlarged 8 times.

[ f",qufspi'um arpense.  Bottle-brush, False Horsetail. Fruit enlarged
12 times.

a Equisetum hiemale. Winter Horsetail: enlarged 12 times.
b Hosla japonica. Savannah-wood. Young shoot enlarged 4 times,
e Equisetum hiemale. Winter Horsetail: enlarged 12 times.

a Equisetum hiemale. Winier Horsefail: enlarged 10 times.

b Rhamnus purshiana. Californian Bear-berry., Young shoot enlarged
25 times,

¢ Equiselum hiemale. Winter Horsetail: enlarged 10 times.

a Callicarpa dichotoma: enlarged 7 times,
b Fraxinus ornus. Flowering Ash. Shoot enlarged 6 times,
¢ Cornus pubescens. Dogwood: enlarged 8 times,

a Cornus brachypoda. Dogwood. Sheot enlarged 12 fimes,
b Cornus pubescens. Dogwood. Leaf-bud enlarged 15 fimes.
¢ Viburnum. Guelder Rose. Snowball Tree. Leaf-bud enlarged 8 times.

Callistemma brachiaium. Seed of a Scabious enlarged 30 times.

Geum rivale. Drooping Avens. Flower-bud, with the sepals removed.
enlarged 25 times.

Aesculus parviflora. Small-flowered (American) Horse-chesinut. Young
shoots enlarged 12 times,

Aecer. Stems and shoot of different varvieties of the Maple-tree enlarged
10 times.
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a Cornus nuttallii: enlarged 12 times,

b Cornus nuttallii: enlarged 8 times.

¢ Cornus florida.. Box-wood of N. America, Flowering Dogwood: en-
larged 25 times.

a Cornus nutfallii. End ol a branch, enlarged 8 times.

b Cornus nuttallii. Branch of Dogwood, enlarged 8 times,

¢ Acer. Maple-tree. Stem, enlarged 8 times.

a Cornus nuttallii. Dogwood. End of a branch enlarged 6 times,

b Cornus florida. Box-wood of N. America, Flowering Dogwood. End of
branch enlarged 6 times.

¢ Acer pennsylvanicum. Maple iree. End of a branch enlarged 6 times.
Cornus florida. Box-wood of N, America, Flowering Dogwood. Shoois
enlarged 3 times.

Impatiens glanduligera. Hardy Indian Balsam. Stem with ramifications:
natural size.

a Cornus nuttallii. Dogwood. Young shoot enlarged 5 times.

b Cornus of ficinalis. Common Dogwood. Ramifications enlarged S fimes,
Picea excelsa. Silver Fir, or red variety. Young shoots, with the needles
removed, enlarged 10 times.

Acer rufinerve. Maple-tree. Shoots enlarged 10 times.

Primula japonica. Japanese primrose. Fruit enlarged 6 times.
Physostegia virginiana. Virginian False Dragon-head. Siem. with calix
and caulinary leaves, enlarged 15 times.

Aristolochia elematitis. Upright Birth-wori. Flowers enlarged 7 times.
Cucurbita. Stems of a Pumpkin enlarged 3 times.

Cajophora lateritia, Loasaceae. Common Chili Netile. Seminal capsules
enlarged 3 times.

a Cassiope fefragona. A varicty of heather enlarged 12 times.

b Chrysanthemum leucanthemum. Ox-eve Daisy. Flower-bud enlarged
16 times,

¢ Same as a.

Thujopsis dolabrata. Haichei-leaved Arbor Vitae. Fnds of a branch
{‘Ifllill'gl‘l'l 10 times,

Saxifraga aizoon. Margined Pyramidal Saxifrage. Leaf-rosetie enlarged
8 times.
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35
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Aconitum anthora. Jacquin's Yellow-flowered Monk's-hood. Leaf enlar-
ged 3 times.
Eryngium bourdatii. Bourgati's Eryngo. Leal enlarged 5 times.

a Polypodiaceae aspidieae. Polvpody. Rolled-up frond enlarged 4 times.
b Faceinium corymbosum. Common or Swamp Blueberry. Bunch of Truii
enlarged 8 times.
¢ Polystichum f[alcatum. Prickly Shield-fern. Young rolled-up frond
cnlarged 5 {times.

a Polypodium vulgare. Common Polypody, Adder’s Fern. Young frond
enlarged 7 times.

b Ribes nigrum. Common Black Currani. Raceme enlarged 5 times,

¢ Pleridium aquilinum. Bracken. Young frond enlarged 5 times.

Saxifraga willkommniana. Willkomm's Saxifrage. Leal enlarged 18 times.

Scolopendrium vulgare. Hart's-tongue Fern, Young rolled-up fronds
enlarged 6 times.

Achillea umbellata. Milfoil or Yarrow. Leal enlarged 30 times.

Polystichum munitum. Prickly Shield-fern. Young rolled-up frond
enlarged 6 times.
Verbena canadensis. Canadian Yervain. Leal enlarged 10 iimes.

Silphium laciniatum. Compass-plant. Part of a leal dried on the stem
enlarged 6 times.

Silphium laciniatum. Compass-plani. Leal dried on the stem enlarged
5 times,

Trollius europacus. Common Globe-flower, Golden-ball, Troll-flower.
Leaf dried on the stem enlarged 5 times.

Delphinium. Larkspur. Part of a dried leal enlarged 6 times.

Dipsacus laciniatus. “Venus's Bason”, Teasel, Thistle. Fullers Teasel
Leaves dried on the stem enlarged 4 times.

Delphinium. Larkspur. Parts of a leafl dried on the stem enlarged 6 times.

Struthiopteris germanica. German Osirich-fern. Young rolled-up frond
enlarged 8 times,

Saxifraga willkommniana. Willkomm’s Saxifrage. Leal-rosetie enlarged
8 times,
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a Stachis grandiflora. Large-llowered Hedge-netile or Wound-wori:

enlarged 3 times.

b Nicotiana rustica. lLatakia Tobacco-plant or Indian Tobacco-plant.

Stem: natural size.

Bryonia alba. White Bryvony, Leal with tendril enlarged 4 {imes.

Chrysanthemum parthenium. everlew chryvsanthemum, Leal enlarged

5 times,

Macleya cordala. Celandine Tree, belonging to the family of the pa-

paveraceae. Young shoot enlarged 3 times.

Plelea trifoliata. Yellow-leaved Hop-tree, Shrubby Trefoil. Branch with

Fruit rrrleir'gl_'{l O times,

Cucurbita. Tendrils ol the Pumpkin enlarged 4 times.

Adiantum pedatum. American Maiden-hair Fern. Young rolled-up fronds

enlarged 8 and 12 times.

Adiantum pedatum. American Maiden-hair Fern. Young rolled-up fronds

enlarged 8 times.

Aspidium filix mas. Shicld-fern, Young rolled-up fronds enlarged 4 times,

Forsythia suspensa. Japanese Golden-ball Tree. Young shoot enlarged

10 fimes,

Aristolochia clemalitis. Upright Birth-wort. Young shoot enlarged 5 times.

a Aristolochia clemalitis. Upright Birth-wort. Stem with leal enlarged

8 times,

b Hyoscyamus niger. Common Henbane, Seminal capsule enlarged

10 {imes.

¢ dame as a.

Petasites of ficinalis. Baiter-Dock, Bog Rhubarb, Butier-bur. Glome enlar-

ged 3 times.

Salvia argentea. Silver-leaved Sage. Pari of a flowering plant enlarged
£ = &

4 times.

Salvia argentea. Silver-leaved Sage. Inflorescence enlarged 6 times.

Abutilon. Lime-Mallow. Seminal-capsule enlarged 12 {imes.

Michauxia campanuloides. Michaux's Bell-llower. Bud enlarged 8 times.

Saloia aethiopis. Abyvssinian Sage: enlarged 4 times.

Eryngium giganteum. Giant Eryngo. Flower, with involueres. enlarged

4 times,
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68
69
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16
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80
81

a Thujopsis dolabrata. Hatchei-leaved Arbor Vitae. End of branch enlar-
ed 10 times.

b Ruta graveolens. Common Rue. Flower enlarged 8 times.

¢ Dame as .

Parnassia palusiris. Common Grass-of-Parnassus. Inner parts of the
ﬁuwu_-r__ with the outer 'E‘.u:la'tlﬁ removed, L‘I]|1ll'gl.‘(|_ 25 times.

Asclepias speciosa. Milkweed. Flower enlarged 10 times,

a & ¢ Thujopsis dolabrata. Hatchet-leaved Arbor Vitae. Ends of branches
cnlarged 10 times.
b Solanum {uberosum. Flower of the Potato-plant enlarged 5 times.

a Sanguisorba canadensis. Canadian Great Burnet, Stem with stipula
enlarged 8 times,

b Vinceloxicum fuscatum. Tame Poison. Lower stem with voung leaves
cnlarged 13 times,

Epimedium muschianum. Muschi’'s Barren-wort.  Flower enlarged
24 times.

Cobea scandens. Mexican Ivy-plant, Cups-and-Saucers. Flower-bud en-
larged 4 times.

Cobea scandens. Mexican ]‘l."_u.'-p}u!'l!_. (1[!}'.#!-'-*&Ilfl—Hi\llt'l‘l'F. {.‘u“.\: -r.‘nla‘ll‘gl_'d
4 times.

Taraxacum officinalis.  Dandelion, Priest's Crown, Swine's-snout.
Flower-bud enlarged 8 times.

Eranthis cilicia. Winter Aconite, Hellebore, Wolf's-bane. Fruit, with
involucre, enlarged 8 times.

(‘ephalaria. Small Teasel. Glome enlarged 10 times,

a Tragopogon porrifolius. Salsify, Jerusalem Star. Vegetable-Oyster.
Flower-bud enlarged 4 times.

b Museari racemosum. Common Grape Hyacinih. Raceme enlarged
12 times.

¢ Thujopsis dolabrata. Haichet-leaved Arbor Vitae. Part of a branch
enlarged 10 times,

Symphytum of ficinale. Common Comfrey, Consound, Black-wort. Alum,
Back-wort. Flower enlarged 25 times.

Papaver orientale. Oriental Poppy. Flower-bud enlarged 5 times.
Aselepias syriaca — cornuti. Milkweed, Swallow-wort. Flower enlarged
I8 times.
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Asclepias syriaca — cornuti. Milkweed, Swallow-wort. Flower enlarged
18 times,

Serratula nudicaulis. Bare-stemmed Common Saw-wortl. Seeds enlarged
3 times.

Cirsium canum. Thistle. Flower-head enlarged 12 times.

Tellima grandiflora. Flower enlarged 25 times.

Centaurea ruthenica. Russian Knap-weed. Seminal-capsule enlarged
5 times.

Brunella grandiflora. Large-Nlowered Sell-heal. Young shoot enlarged
8 times.

Symphytum of ficinale, Common Comfrey, Consound, Black-wort, Alum.
Back-wort., Cincinnus vnhtr'g_:'v{! 5 times.

Symphytum officinale. Common Comlrey, Consound, Black-wort, Alum,
1;“{"’&‘1\‘[]['15, {Linl'iﬂﬂ.”‘\' L‘lllill'g{"t]. B Iil]]f"“'i,

Phacelia lanacetifolia. Panicles, enlarged 12 (imes.

Seabiosa columbaria. Small or Lilac-llowered Scabious. Seminal-capsule
enlarged 10 times,

Acanthus mollis. Common or Soft-leaved Bear's Breech. Bracieoles, with
the flowers removed, enlarged 4 times.

Symphytum of ficinale. Common Comfrey, Consound, Black-wori, Alum,
Back-wort. Inflorescence enlarged 8 iimes.

Allium ostromwskianum. Umbel of a Garlic-plani enlarged 6 times,
Aquilegia chrysantha., Golden-flowered Columbine. Flower enlarged
O times,

Aconitum. Aconite, Wolf's-bane, Monk’s Hood. Young shoot enlarged
O times,

Phacelia tanacelifolia, Panicles enlarged 4 times,

Phacelia tanacetifolia, Panicles enlarged 4 times.

Salpia. Sage. Stem of a plant enlarged 5 times.

Cirsium canum, Thistle. Flower-heads enlarged 4 times.

a Cirsium canum. Thistle: enlarged twice.

b Phlomis umbresa. Jerusalem Sage. Young shoot enlarged 4 times.
¢ Salvia. Sage. End of a stem enlarged 6 times,

Serratula nudicaulis. Bare-stemmed Common Saw-wort. Seeds enlarged
4 times.
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Abutilon. Lime-Mallow. Seminal-capsules enlarged 6 times.

Yapaver. Poppy-head: a enlarged 6 times and b enlarged 10 times.
Anemone blanda. Winter Wind-flower. Flower enlarged 8 times,
Lyonia calyculata. Variety of heather. Flowers enlarged 8 times,

a Convoloulus sepium. Bear-bind, Hedge-Bells, Bell-bind. Flower-bud
enlarged 5 times.

b Campanula medium. Canterbury Bells. Flower enlarged 6 times.

¢ Same as a.

Vaccintum corymbosum. Common or Swamp Blueberry: enlarged
10 times.

a Andromeda floribunda. Lily-of-the-Valley Tree, Free-flowering An-
dromeda. Flowers enlarged 6 times.

b Vaecinium corymbosum. Common or Swamp-Blueberry. Flower en-
larged 20 times.

¢ Acanthus mollis. Common or Solt-leaved Bear's Breech, Inner parts of
flower enlarged 5 times,

Erica herbacea, Heather. Flowers enlarged 16 times,

Campanula alliaracfolia. Alliavia-leaved Bell-flower. Flower enlarged
10 times,

Centaurea macrocephala. Great-headed Centaury. Seed-head enlarged
5 times.

Asclepias speciosa. Milkweed. Umbel enlarged 3 times,

Achillea millefolium. Common Milfoil. Common Yarrow. Cyvme enlarged
8 times,

Asclepias syriaca — cornuti. Milkweed, Swallow-wort. Umbel enlarged
6 times.

Aselepias speciosa. Milkweed. Umbel enlarged 8 fimes,

Asclepias incarnata. Swamp-Milkweed. Umbel enlarged 6 times.
Achillea filipendulina. Noble Yarrow. Cyme enlarged 15 times,
Achillea clypeolata. Milfoil. Cyme enlarged 15 times.

Tellima grandiflora. Flower enlarged 12 times.
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