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1817] The Earl of Guildford 113

He sd. Canova told Him that there were 17 Students from Spain in Rome,
and Three from Portugal.—

Sir Thomas Lawrence proposed that an address to the Prince Regent
from the Academy upon His happy escape from assassination should be

presented to His Royal Highness. It was referred to the Council to take
it into consideration.

February 14.—An address to the Prince Regent expressing abhorrence
of the late atrocious act on His person,—gratitude for His patronage and
loyalty to Him was read and agreed to unanimously.

The Earl of Guildford

February 18.—Robt. Smirke [Junr.] I dined with. The reported
death of the Earl of Guilford was spoken of & that He died at Pisa. He,
& the Countess, had long contemplated an excursion to Italy with particular
pleasure. He was a man who possessed much wit & humour. Robt.
Smirke had occasionally been with Him both in London & the Country,
and when there was no other person except the Countess, she wd. retire
in the eveng. at the usual Hour, but His Lordship wd. keep R. Smirke up
till 2 or 3 o’clock in the morng., continuing in conversation & He drinking
wine the whole time. He did not rise till 10 or 11 o’clock (mostly the
latter Hour) and always came down to breakfast full of bodily complaints ;
but He wd. afterwards eat a hearty Lreakfast.—He was uncommonly
indolent, taking little exercise, & for a month together He did not open
a book.—Thomas Coutts, the Banker, had the estates of the family in
His hands, having advanced money upon them, & He allowed Lord
Guilford 10,000 per annm.—

Robt. Smirke spoke of Kemble as being like Lord Guilford in His
habits. He has frequently sat with Kemble witht. any other person
present, till 2 or 3 o’clock in the morng, and Kemble wd. continue to
drink the whole time, till He was tipsy.—

A Prolix Vice-Chancellor

February 23.—Lestock Wilsons I dined at. Robert Williams being
with a Solicitor & hearing opinions of eminent men in the Law, said that
Sir Thomas Plumer was considered a good Advocate while at the Bar,
but as Fice Chancellor is not approved. He is at all times in the habit of
talking much, and as Vice Chancellor when He has to decide on Cases
He is so prolix that the Council frequently quit the Court leaving only
a Reporter. His decisions are not depended upon. There have been
16 appeals from His decissions in 20 cases,—and most of them have been
set aside. On the whole His being appointed to act as Vice Chancellor
has retarded rather than added facility to Chancery decisions.
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1817] Mines Under the Sea 187

Lord Lonsdale spoke of the Coal works at Whitehaven. He said the
passages underground where the coal is worked out are to an extent of
40 miles including various directions, & that in a direct line towards St.
Bees the line extended six miles.—The depth of the mines under the sea,
He said, is abt. 6 or 700 yards.—He spoke of [Sir Humphry] Davy’s Lamps
as aEurdmg perfect protection against the imflammable air which the pits
in parts contain.—

Royal Academy 50th Anniversary

July 6.—We had conversation respecting the Commemoration of the
soth. Anniversary of the Royal Academy. He was against giving a Medal
on the occasion. He doubted whether it cd. be properly executed ; and
if it could, He sd. it wd [be] attended with great expence.—He thought a
History of the Academy, accompanied with a Biographical account of the
members, and concluding with general observations on the nature of the
establishment and the independent & Honorable conduct of the Society
and thus to explain to the public that which is very little understood,
should be the object on this occasion. The work to be formed of 3 parts—
viz : Historical, Biographical, and Observation.—He sd. whoever shd. be
employed for the purpose shd. be liberally remunerated.—It being pro-
posed that there shd, be a Committee of Six members & the President to
conduct & execute the business, He named me to be one of the Committee,
as being well informed on the subject & as having more materials than
any other member.—He mentioned Fuseli only as one who might be
desired to take a part in the composition of the work.—He wished me to
attend at the general meeting of the Academy tomorrow.—

July 7.—Royal Academy Genl. Meeting I went to. The business of
the eveng. was to receive a proposition from the Council “ That a History
of the Royal Academy from its Institution shd. be written, & that it shd.
be accompanied by Biographical accts. of the Academicians.”—The latter
part of the Proposition was opposed by Shee & Lawrence.

The Proposition for the History was then moved by Lawrence but
with negativing the Proposition for the Biography. It passed unanimously.
Some discussion took place respecting a Medal but no motion was made

upon it. [See July 16.]

July 8.—I walked home with Lawrence & Smirke & the former told
us that He had begun a picture of the Duke of Wellington on Horseback
for Lord Bathurst,

July 10.—Robert Smirke’s I dined at. R. Price spoke of the news-
paper, “ The Day & New Times ’—He sd. Dr Stothard left the Old Times
in consequence of His differing from John W alter, the Proprietor, respect-
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140 The Farington Diary [1817

July 18.—Mr. John Penn’s* I went to with Mr West & dined.—
Mr Penn desired me to sit at the Head of His table. . . .

Lord Pomfret, who is first Cousin to Mr Penn, spoke of Him to me
with great regard & said He was a very charitable & good man.—His
Lordship drank very little wine & said it did not agree with Him, but He
ate variously, as did Mr West, viz: Giblet Soup,—Fish, Venison,—Roast
Fowls,—Custard, ice, cream, & drank a few glasses of wine.—~We had
much easy good humoured conversation but nothing interesting.—

July 20.—Sir Thomas Lawrence I dined with. Before dinner we
locked at the picture of the Duke of Wellington on Horseback, the figure
of the Duke was painted and the Head appeared to be finished, an admirable
likeness, but the Horse was not drawn in. Sir Thos. told us that the
Horse was to be brought to Him tomorrow. It is the Horse which He
rode at the Battle of Waterloo & before, and on which He sat 16 Hours
on the day of that battle—He calls the Horse Copenbagen.—

J. P. Kemble

Sir Thomas spoke of Kemble as having been very unwell for a fortnight
past. He had abstained from drinking wine for two or three years past,
but after the Public dinner given to Him, He gave a dinner to many of
the principal actors, at which He was induced to drink Champaigns which
had always agreed with Him. This He probably did in greater quantity
than He intended, and the consequence was that it caused a bowel
complaint which still continues. He is at Lord Abercorn’s at the Priory.—
He told Sir Thos. that He had bought an annuity of £1000 pr. annm. for
the joint lives of His wife and Himself, and left His share of Covent Garden

Theatre to clear itself of the remaining expences of the building &c of
the Theatre,

Royal Academy Treasurer

July 23.—Yenn spoke to me of Sir Wm. Chambers family. He said
His Son to whom He left a handsome property is now a vagabond, where
He is Yenn knows not. In one instance He lost £5000 in gaming.—Yenn
said that He had lately seen Mrs Fames, one of Sir Wm. Chambers daugrs.
—She is in limited circumstances owing to the imprudence of some of
Her relatives.—He said Sir William left Lady Chambers His Widow,

£goo pr. annm.—

Princess Charlotte’s Portrait

July 24.—Sir Thos. Lawrence I called on. He told me that He had
read a communication from the Princess Charlotte desiring Him to go to
Claremont for the purpose of painting Her portrait there. It would be

® See Index, Vol. L.
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to the Newport Barracks, the latter to their respective homes.—Mr Day

told us that many of the Yeoman Cavalry complained much at being

called out at this time of Harvest.—

Portsmouth

September 9.—We left Cowes at 20 minutes past 7 & artived at
Portsmouth in exactly 2 hours. The W arden of the Dock Yard gate not
being at the Gate we were told that we could not be admitted till He
came which wd. be ¥ past 10 oclock. Accordingly we went to the Gun
Dock & there saw what it contained viz : Guns,—mortars,—Shot gun—
We then returned to the Dock Yard & were admitted on each of us men
putting down our names in a book.—The Warden told us we might
remain till 12 oclock, when the gates wd. be shut for 2 Hours.—We first
went to the Observatory & from thence had a fine Panorama view of
Portsmouth,—the Dockyard Gosport & the surrounding Sea & Country.—
Here I sat some time contemplating the various objects which came into
the view :—viz : Portsmouth,—Spithead,—Block fort,—Hazlar Hospital—
Fort Monckton—Gosport,—the Magazine,—The whole of the Dock yard
—The Commissioners House a very handsome stone building with a
Court before it & Iron Palisades—also the distant Landscape of Ports-
down—DNelson’s pillar &c.—

Sir George Grey, Commissioner

While viewing this scene a man belonging to the Yard remained with
me & gave me the names of objects seen from hence.—He spoke most
highly of the Honble Sir George Grey, the Commissioner, who, He sd.
He believed is the best Commissioner that ever was in this Dock yard.
He sd. He is beloved by every one from the highest to the lowest, such is
His goodness & affability. He has a large family, & is very religious. He

has prayers said in His House every morning & evening. He said the .

cause why Sir George would not attend the Chapel in the yard while Dr
Scott officiated was because Dr Scott’s preaching & His practise in life
did not correspond, but since Mr Morgan was appointed in His room Sir
George has regularly attended at the Chapel service.—

He said, “ I was in the East Indies serving on board a Man of War
several years, and at that time Dr Scott was a Lieutenant in the Na
and in the Superbe Man of War.—He afterwards obtained Clerical orders.
—He described Him to be a troublesome man, a man disposed to be
engaged in contests.—He is not married, & lived in a small House adjoin-
ing the Chapel, but Mr Morgan having a family resides out of the yard
for better accomodation.—

At 12 oclock the workmen went out of the yard to dinner, for which
2 Hours is allowed. The Warden said there were abt 2500 employed.
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1817] A Good Tempered Prince 147

three rules of conduct, viz : First Never to be in debt.—Secondly * Never
to engage in Politics ”.—The 3d rule Sir Thos. had forgot.—

Accordingly all His Bills were paid once a month, His temper was
described by Baron Hardenberg, & Coll. Addenbroke, (who were estab-
lished in His Household) to be so good, that they said, They never saw
Him out of temper.—He spoke of Himself, & said, that His Father not
being able to allow Him much (about f400 per annum) He had confined His
expenses within that Sum, foreseeing the ill consequences of exceeding it.

He related an anecdote of the good effects of it. A German Prince of
His acquaintance whose income was much larger, had imprudently by
gaming committed Himself for the payment of more money than He
then possesses. In this situation He applied to Prince Leopold, saying,
He knew that though His income was small He lived within it & wd. have
money to spare. Prince Leopold lent Him the money which was afterwds.
honorably returned.—At Claremont the Prince had it signified to His
servants that not only shd. His establishment be regularly paid, but He
laid it as an injunction upon all those who formed His Household that
none of them should incur debts.—He however learnt that one of His Pages
had been arrested. The Prince enquired what was the amount of His
debts. The Page stated them to amount to £100.—The Prince paid that
sum, but afterwards was informed that the Pages debts amounted to
£300.—Upon this proof of His insincerity the Prince discharged Him
from His service, but at the same time informed Him that He wd. allow
Him [50 per annm. till He should be able to obtain another situation.—
oir Thomas remarked that the Princess Charlotte & Prince Leopold were
happy in having Baron Hardenberg as Chief Manager of their Household,
as He appeared to conduct it admirably ; & they were equally so in Coll.
Addenbroke in His department.—He said He never before was in such a
House where there was such uniform civility and attention shewn by all
the servants.

Sincerity of Mind

Of the Princess Charlotte, Sir Thos, spoke with great approbation of
Her open disposition and sincerity of mind. He said she had the plain
honest mind of Her Grandfather (the King) and had no art about Her.—
Whatever quickness or wilfulness of temper she might have, as has been
reported, little of it appeared, & He had no doubt of Her having derived
great advantage from Her constant communication with Prince Leopold,
& His temperate regulated mind.—At this period the Duke of York (Her
Uncle’s) Birthday, was approaching, & she desired to make Him a present,
a small token on the occasion. Accordingly she applied to Her Jeweller to
make a little ornament such as she supposed wd. cost abt. £25—but when
brought to Claremont & delivered, on Her enquiring the Price of it the
Jeweller said f£100.—

Such an expence being quite unexpected, & quite inconsistent with
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their plan of oeconomy, she was very much vexed, so much so for having
inconsiderately committed Herself, that Sir Thos. observed witht. know-
ing the cause, that when she came into the room after this had been made
known to Her she had been crying.—He was told that in Her vexation
she afterwds. said, it wd. have been better for me to have given the
Duke f100 & more acceptable to Him.”—

James Ward's Waterloo Picture

November 5.—Ward called. He sd. He had been out of town 10
weeks,—& had been painting in several different families, Lord Powis’s
&ec.—

He told me that it having been determined by the Committee of the
British Institution to place His W aterloo picture in the Hall of Chelsea
College, opposite to a picture by Ferrio, He had offered to paint it upon
a scale 38 feet wide by 28 feet deep, upon condition that when finished, He
shd. have the privilege of exhibiting it for six months for His own profit,
which had been agreed to.—No addition is to be made to the sum voted
by the Committee of the British Institution viz : one thousand guineas,
of which He has recd. 200 gs.—He hoped to obtain a place in the Kings
Mews for the purpose of painting the picture.

Death of Princess Charlotte

November 6.—This morning the newspaper announced that the
Princess Charlotte was delivered of a s#ill born male child at g last night
& soon after Sarah reported to me that she had just heard that the Princess
Herself was dead. This report was soon confirmed, & struck every one
with melancholy.—Smirke called to speak to me on the subject, & I called
on Sir T Lawrence who was much affected by this mournful event, so
distressing to the Individuals of Her family & so fatal to the hopes of the
Nation.

Prince Regent and Princess Charlotte's Portrait

November 9.—Sir T' Lawrence called on me in the evening.—He
shewed me a note which He recd. on Saturday last from Sir Wm. Con-
greve, who had the Prince Regent’s commands to request he would that
[day] bring to Carlton House the Portrait of the Princess Charlotte which
He had painted. Accordingly He took the picture with Him, which was
sent upstairs to His Royal Highness, who, however, was so much affected
that He could not look at it, but sent a Page to Sir Thomas who said,
that the Prince Regent sent His respects to Him, and assured Him the
Cloth which covered it shd. not be taken off the picture till He could
[bear] looking at it having Sir Thomas with Him, which perhaps He might
do on Tuesday or Wednesday next, and that tomorrow He should go to
Windsor to see the Queen who had returned from Bath.

it ilicine. il -

N T | L R



1817] Prince Leopold’s Grief 149

Sir Thomas told me that when the Duke of York first went to Prince
Leopold, after the death of Princess Charlotte, He was overwhelmed
with grief, and expressed His intention to leave England as soon as pos-
sible : but He has since said that He now feels differently ;—that He owes
everything to England; that His greatest happiness has been in this
Country ; that He likes the people, & that He will not only remain Here,
but that His residence shall be Claremont.—

Sir Thomas remarked to me that excepting Baron Hardenbergh, a
Dutchman, but quite an English character, and one Servant, the whole
of the establishment at Claremont consists of Englishmen.—He observed
that considering the early age of Prince Leopold (27 Decr. 16th. next)
and that in this Country He cannot well form another matrimonial

connexion it can hardly be expected that He will continue to reside in
England.

Princess Charlotte’s Education Neglected

Sir Thomas again spoke of the Princess Charlotte. He said, that Her
education had not been neglected which some persons had supposed. On
the contrary she had a great deal of information, had read usefully.—
She was well acquainted with History, and without any ostentation of
knowledge, she shewed when occasions offered that she had acquired
much more than is usually found in those of Her own Sex who have been
supposed to be well educated, and He thought much credit is due to the
Bishop of Salisbury & to Her other Tutors for the attention they had
paid to their duty.—He said that by disposition, & in Her whole character,
she was a true, genuine Englishwoman ; natural, frank, open; and that
living as she did with a man whose temper is so well regulated as is that
of Prince Leopold, He felt convinced that she would have conducted
Herself if placed on the Throne of this England highly to the satisfaction
of the people of this Country.—He was much affected while speaking of
Her, and of the kindness He had experienced from Her.

John Constable

November 11.—Constable called, and told me He had passed 10
weeks at Bergholt in Suffolk with His friends, & had painted many studies.
—IHe was well satisfied with the good disposition shewn towards Him at
the Election of Associates though He was not successful.—

Revd. Mr Mathew I met today. He spoke to me abt. Parish [of 5t
Pancras] business, and shewed that Tims, Clerk to the Directors of the
Poor,—derives very little profit from His office, His expences in paying
Clerks nearly absorbing the whole of 400 guineas per annm. allowed Him.—
Mr Mathews, now 83 years old told me that He every day drinks at least
four glasses of wine and could not live without it.—He locked very well,
& was walking witht. a great coat, the weather, He said, being too warm
to wear one.
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The Dean of Christchurch

November 13.—Owen called upon me. He told me He had been in
the West of England, and Oxford, where He remained ¢ days, being
hospitably entertained by the Canons of Christ Church where He wishes
to place His Son aged 18, who has left Winchester School, but the College
is so full that it will be obtained with difficulty, & at present cannot on
account of the absence of Dr. Hall, the Dean of Christ Church, who has
been sometime at Lucerne in Switzerland, and is so deeply involved in
debt that He will probably never be extracted from it, which is imputed
to the imprudent expences of His Wife a relation of Lord Terrington.—

He told me that the Lord Chancellor, & His Brother, Sir Willm.
Scott, had been sitting to Him. The latter spoke of the death of the
Princess Charlotte, and of the probability that the Prince Regent will
soon sue for a Divorce from the Princess of Wales, which He spoke of as
a matter of no difficulty on account of Her conduct.—

Owen said, that Sir William appeared to be quite reconciled to the
loss of His wife, The Marchioness of Sligo, who died lately, adding that
she had spent Him a great deal of money.—When He mentioned His
intention to marry Her, in a conversation He had with the Lord Chancellor,
the latter asked Him, * Whether He had dined ? ” meaning that He might
have drunk too much.—

Lawrence and Princess Charlotte’s Portrait

Sir T' Lawrence called in the evening.—He shewed me a letter which
He recd. from Coll. Addenbroke, written at Claremont, by desire of
Prince Leopold, who sent His remembrance to Him, & requested that He
would as soon as possible send the Portrait of Princess Charlotte to Clare-
mont, as having now lost the original, He could in His affliction look only
upon the copy.—Coll. Addenbroke mentioned the sufferings of the Prince
on this melancholy occasion & that He never wd. again be the happy man
He was while united to Her.—This letter Sir Thos. carried to Carlton
House, where He first saw a Page, who told Him the Prince Regent had
seen the picture. He then saw Sir Benjm. Bloomfield, & shewed Him the
letter. Sir Benjm. spoke of the picture as having been ordered by the
Prince Regent, but Sir Thos. told Him it was not so, and that it was by
command of the Princess Charlotte herself only that He painted the
picture, & that before He began it He had informed the Prince Regent
i

Sir Benjm. talked of the right the Prince Regent being Her Father
had to it.—He took the letter, but soon returned and said He had shewn
it to the Duke of York, who concurred with Him in thinking it wd. not
be proper to shew it to the Regent.—Sir Thomas felt Himself in a great
difficulty abt. it.—
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He brought with Him the Sum, newspaper published this evening
containing a letter from Jesse Foote, Surgeon, stating the necessity for
more particular information respecting the long labour, delivery, & death
of the Princess Charlotte.—

November 14.—Smirke called, He had met Carlisle, the Surgeon,
who was full of the subject of the death of Princess Charlotte & of the
unsatisfactory conduct of the Medical persons who attended Her.

Landseer called. He spoke on the same subject, & said Sir Richd.
Croft* had been equally unfortunate in another instance in a Lady,
she also having died within a few days of the death of the Princess.—
The opinion in circulation that wishing to preserve the infant, such means
webre not used as might have relieved the Princess from the long protracted
labour,

He spoke of the great public loss thus sustained & of the sad prospect
of succession now left.—

Absurd Reports

November 15.—She spoke of the death of Princess Charlotte, and
of the dissatisfaction which prevails respecting Her Medical and other
attendants. She said she heard there was no experienced married woman
in the House at Claremont at the time. She mentioned a family in the
City with which Dr §ims is much acquainted, and to whom He had said,
“He would have given a thousand guineas rather than have been at
Claremont at the time of Her delivery,—though He had nothing to do
in the business.—She spoke of 8ir Richard Croft, the medical accoucher,
as having been reported to Her by Mrs Hay, as a man of rough manners,
who having once attended Her she afterwards changed Her situation,
going into the country, to avoid calling Him in on a similar occasion.—
He has lately been very unfortunate in losing several Ladies in Child bed.

Sarah told me the reports circulating among the Common people ;
That the Queen disliked the Princess Charlotte who had equally an
aversion to Her, & that high words had passed between them respecting
the Princess of Wales, whose part she took against the Queen.—Such are
the absurd reports passed about.—

Dispute About Princesses Portrait

November 19.—Sir Thos Lawrence I called on.—He felt very dis-
agreeably circumstanced respecting the Picture of the Princess Charlotte,
It appears that the Prince Regent (who He has not seen since Her death)
and Prince Leopold are both anxious to possess it, and He is blamed by
the adherents of both parties for not supporting each claim.—I supported

* He committed suicide. See entry for February 14, 1818:
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Him in His opinion that He could only state the facts which would fully
show that the picture was painted by command of the Princess only, &
that she desired it might be completed for Her to present it to Prince
Leopold on His Birth day, viz : Decr. 16th. next ensuing.—

Farington’s Patriarchal Age

November 21.—This, my Birth day, my joth. year is compleated.
The retrospect is long. Much I have done in this long period ; but much
very much more I have omitted. The mercy of God I daily mlplore and
pardon of my manifold sins committed by thought, word, and deed,
against His Holy will and Commands, and I pray for the intercession of
our Blessed Saviour Jesus Christ that through His divine mediation all my
offences may be forgiven,—and that by the grace of God bestowed upon
me the short remainder of my days may be passed with due reflection &
consideration and that I may be duly sensible that preparation for a
better state should commence in this world to afford hope of everlasting
salvation. Amen.—

Cause of the Princesses Death

Sir T Lawrence told me that Lady John Thynne, who was upon the
Princess Charlottes establishment, called upon Him today. She said that
at the time of the death of the Princess she was in an adjoining room, &
that not more than five minutes before the Princess died, she heard Her
speak distinctly. Sir Richd. Croft, the Accoucher, was administering to
the Princess Brandy & wine, and this change of the quality of things
given to Her caused Her to ask “ Whether there was danger”? To
which Sir Richd. Croft replied, “ Not if you will lay still and compose
yourself.”—The Princess then laid as directed, and almost immediately
expired,.—

A Cross Birth

It is now said that though the labour was long protracted she suﬁered
but little pain; & Lord Bathurst told Sir Thomas Lawrence this day
that He being at Claremont during Her labour Dr Baillie said to Him
“ The Princess bears it with a Brunswick Heart .

Her death is attributed by the medical men who were about Her, to
a real weakness in Her constitution, notwithstanding Her full appearance ;
and they say that in any case Her life wd. not have been a long one.—

Lord Bathurst, who was at the Funeral of Her Royal Highness, said,
that Prince Leopold was much relieved in His sorrows by a constant
effusion of tears.—

The labour of the Princess was very long protracted ; The Child was
large ; and it was what is called ““a Cross Birth ; ” these difficulties medical
men say, were too great for Her constitution tcl sustain.—

Sl e
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Sir Thomas Lawrence who has now been a great deal with the Prince
Regent, declared to me His conviction that He is one of the best natured
men in the world : that He has always pleasure in doing things that are
agreeable to others: and that with some weakness of vanity, & the dis-
advantage of having people about Him whose object it always is to
accomodate themselves & every other thing to His feeling or humour,
and thereby mislead Him, yet His kind disposition prevents Him from
indulging in tyranny or caprice.

Napoleon’s Object

November 22.—Edridge spoke of His late journey to Paris with Sir
Abraham Hume & Mr & Mrs Charles Long as being highly agreeable.
He said Mr Long dined several times with Monsr La Casas, one of the
French Ministers, and one day met there the Minister of Finance to
Buonoparte. He told Mr Long that the great object of Buonoparte was
to cripple the power of England by distressing the Finances of this
Country, and at one period their plans were so well laid that they thought
it wd. be effectnally done, but they were totally disappointed by Mr Pitt
adopting two measures quite unexpected viz : The Income Tax, and the
stoppage of Cash payments at the Bank of England. These two acts so
completely frustrated their plans that they afterwds. despaired of their
purpose. He said Mr, Pitt was a great Financier.—Nr Long was highly
gratified at this acknowledgment of the talents of Mr Pitt and of the
efficacy of His measures.—

The Future Sir Edwin Landseer

November 29.—Landseer called, & brought a small picture of a Dog,
which His Son Edwin, 15 years old, had painted. He was desirous to
obtain leave for Him to copy a picture of a Lion by Rubens, now at the
Royal Academy, but He not being a Student in the Life Academy there
15 a Law against it. I told Him there wd. be a general meeting at the
Academy on Decr. 1st. and that I wd. then speak abt. it.—He talked
much about the monopoly which Charles Heath held in the engraving
line, by undertaking for Booksellers every kind of subject, & whole Com-
missions, & dealing out the Plates to engravers at reduced prices, but still
reserving a profit to Himself witht. doing anything to them. This had
caused Him (Landseer) to refuse work offered to Him when He was
informed that Chas. Heath also was engaged.—
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regretted that Haydon was not a member of it on acct. of His superior
talents.—Philips replied that there were other requisites expected, in
addition to Professional talent, viz: a proper conduct & deportment in
Life, to induce the Academy to elect any artist a member of their body.

December 15.—Constable called,—& spoke of His wifes late safe
delivery of a fine Boy. We talked of Haydon & His continued abuse of
the Academy.—

The Prince and The Portrait

[Sir Thomas] He took the picture in a Coach to Claremont, Tuesday
the 16th, inst., setting off at 7 oclock in the morng to be there in time to
place the picture in the Breakfast room before Prince Leopold should
come down to Breakfast—The Picture thus placed was seen by Baron
Hardenbergh, Coll. Addenbroke, Sir Robt. Gardiner & the Revd. Dr
Short, sub-Preceptor to the Princess Charlotte.—They thought it a most
impressive likeness. Dr Short said, “ It bas ber amiable look ”. They
left the room & were much affected. It was communicated to Prince
Leopold that Sir Thos. had brought the picture. He saw it & was absorbed
in contemplating it. He felt grateful to Sir Thomas for what He had
done, & said if Sir Thos. wished to see Him He wd. have Him introduced.

The Prince recd. Him with a kind, but melancholy look : He appeared
pale, and spoke in a low tone of voice, seeming to subdue the expression
of His grief. He said nobody could so feel the loss which Himself & The
Public had sustained so deeply as Himself. “ Two Generations ”, said
He, “ the Mother and Her Infant have sunk together. No other Person
knew so well as I did the noble disposition of Her mind. It was my duty
to study Her character, & I did it with close attention. It was important
that I should fully know Her disposition. It was most excellent : open,
sincere, & wholly free from selfishness. She thought only of others, and
this even in Her last Hours, when, after some interval, it was made known
to Her that Her infant was dead, she recd. the account with submission,
but said ““ Prince Leopold will be affected ; bring Him to me for I am
the person to comfort Him.”

“ Those Beautiful Arms "

After Her delivery Prince Leopold was uppermost in Her mind. It
had been proposed that He should sleep in the next room, but She said
He should sleep in Her room, & directed that a Bed should be made up
for Him.—Prince Leopold did not think she was sensible of Her approach-
ing death. “ Those beautiful arms ”, said He, looking at the Picture,
“ were thrown round me thus,” embracing Sir Thomas to shew Him in
what manner.—From the time of our marriage we were almost in-
separable. Excepting for an Hour or two when I might go out to shoot
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or for some other such purpose, we were always together in a state of
unremitting Happiness. He called Her “ My Charlotte ».—

Premonition of Death

He said to Sir Thomas “ When you came to Claremont, my Charlotte
urged me much to sit to you before you began Her portrait. When I
opposed this Her desire she gave as a reason, ‘ If you will sit, I shall see
the Picture, I shall have that pleasure,’ and this was expressed in a manner
which shewed that in Her situation, before Her delivery, she alluded to a
probability that she might not survive it.”’—On this & on another occasion,
she expressed Her [self] with something of melancholy foreboding, but
these were exceptions to Her general chearful conduct.

Lady Albemarle's Death

December 18.—Lady Albemarle died a short time since at Mr Coke’s,
Holkham, in Norfolk. She came there well with Lord Albemarle, but
was far advanced in Her Pregnancy. She there heard of the death of the
Princess Charlotte, which affected Her much, and she soon after mis-
carried, and survived but a very little time. She was daugr. to Lady
Clifford, who, at one time was Governess to the Princess Charlotte &
there was much affection between them. She left 10 Children. One
Son, a youth, she lost abt. two months before. He was accidently shot
while out shooting with His Brother whose gun went off in passing through
a Hedge.—Mr Coke® was much grieved at this melancholy event.—

Mr. John Dashwood of Cley in Norfolk, is 75 years old. In consequence
of putting His feet in cold water the last summer, He had a Paralytic
Stroke which has reduced Him to a state of great imbecility.—

Princess Charlotte's Intention

December 19.—Sir Thomas related to me the particulars of what
had lately passed at Brighton between Sir Benjm. Bloomfield & Himself
personally & by Letter, respecting the Portrait of the late Princess Charlotte,
painted by Him, which, after having heard a letter written by Sir Thos.
to Sir B Bloomfield at Brighton, The Prince Regent had given up, it
being shewn by Sir Thos. that it was the intention of the Princess Charlotte
to present it to Prince Leopold on His Birth day, Decr. 16th. inst.—The
Prince Regent directed Sir B Bloomfield to order a Copy, a whole length,
of The Princess to be painted by Sir Thomas Lawrence, who afterwards
went to Claremont. Prince Leopold expressed His satisfaction on finding
that He was to have the original picture, & He also desired Sir Robert to
order Sir Thomas to paint a whole length of Her Royal Highness for Him.—

We had conversation respecting an Engraving to be made of the

® Thomas William Coke, afterwards first Earl of Leicester,
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Princess Charlotte.—Colnaghi, The Print Seller, had proposed that Sir
Thos. & Himself should have equal Shares in the Plate & that Colnaghi
shd. publish it, & in consequence of what passed between them on the
subject Colnaghi published an advertisement on Saturday last in the
Morning Post announcing that such a Print would be published.*—Sir
Thomas had applied to Sir B Bloomfield for the Prince Regent’s per-
mission to have in The Proposals for it, That it wd. be done under the
Patronage of the Prince Regent & the sanction of Prince Leopold.

Turner's Greed

December 20.—Middiman, the Engraver, called. He said that
[J. M. W.] Turner was to have 2000 guineas for the drawings of subjects
in Yorkshire for the History of that County. After making His agreement
with Messrs Longman & Co He returned to them & told them He had
omitted to mention His Expences in travelling. They replied that they
had considered that expense to be included in the agreement, but He wd.
not allow it. It ended in their proposing to give Him 20 pounds which
He assented to, but added, that it must be made guineas. Middiman
langhed while He related this anecdote.

He spoke of Charles Heath having offered to the Booksellers Murray
& Co to undertake to have executed for them the whole of the Plates to
be engraved of the Italian views drawn in Italy by Hakewell for 35 guineas
each plate. Landseer & Middiman &c had demanded 50 guineas for each
plate & they both refused to be engaged in the work shd. Charles Heath
be employed in it. In consequence His offer has been refused, & He is
not to be employed.—

Bookselling

December 27.—Cadell told me that their Great Book Sale to the
Trade had been made. It is 2 years since they had one. It is an old
custom with them and other Wholesale Booksellers.—This sale lasted
3 days. They (Cadell & Davies) each day gave a dinner at the London
Coffee House. On the first day more than 1zo Booksellers sat down to
dinner, & on the following days more than go each day—an unusual day.—
After dinner the sale takes place. Catalogues of the Books to be sold
with prices affixed, are circulated round the table, & each person puts
down His name for whatever number of each author He chooses to
purchase. The sales went off extremely well—beyond their expectation.
“We ought,” said Cadell, “ to be satisfied ”, and with tears in His eyes He
spoke of the different state of trade 12 months ago,—when there was
cause for despondence.—

*® Farington writing of September 1gth, said : * Sir T. Lawrence told me that He had settled
everything with Colnaghi, the Print Seller, respecting a Print to be made from the Portrait of the
Princess Charlotte. He was to have 700 guineas, and to give up the whole to Colnaghi.""
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great obstinacy on another occasion where it was supposed He wd. have
relented.

Mr West told me, that Dr Charles Burney, Vicar of Deptfnrd, &
Professor of Ancient Literature in the Royal Academy, was preparing to
go to His Church on Christmas day in the morning, & was suddenly
seized with Paralysis or Apoplexy, and died on the Sunday following.—

January 2.—Mrs Stoddart of Norwich’s eldest Son, a youth of 17
years old called, & brought me a note from His Mother. He came to
town for the purpose of obtaining a situation in some family to be private
Tutor to the Children for two years, & then has some hope through the
interest of Dr Parr, to get an Exhibitionship in one of the Universities to
enable Him to complete His education there.

A Self-Advertising Academician

Thomson & Callcott called on me to speak abt. dissolving the Royal -
Academy Club for the purpose of removing George Dawe from it, on
acct. of His disgraceful conduct in puffing Himself in the Public Papers
& in every way in His power.

Thomson & Smirke afterwds. called. Thomson had seen Howard &
Jackson & both had agreed to resign as Member of the Club, and had
sent their resignations. Accordingly Smirke for Himself, & His Son
Robert, & myself gave our resignations directed to Westmacott Treasurer
of the Club to Thomson for Him to forward to Westmacott.—Smirke sd.
He called on Sir T Lawrence on the 31st. last who demurred when Smirke
informed Him of the intention to remove Dawe from the Club. He
said it would fall upon Himself as having been the cause of it on acct. of
Dawe’s puffs abt. His Portrait of Princess Charlotte.—In consequence I
wrote to Sir T Lawrence & He called on me in the evening and on my
informing Him what had been done He agreed to it, & said He wd. send
His resignation to Westmacott tomorrow morning.—

Print of Princess Charlotte

He told me that Colnaghi was in high spirits abt. the print of the
Princess Charlotte ; that zoo proofs at 4 guineas each had been subscribed
for, and 150 impressions at 2 guineas each.—The Prince Regent had
ordered 12 proofs, and Prince Leopold 6 proofs.—

January 3.—Westmacott called.—He had received Eleven resigna-
tions from Members of the Academy Club, & Himself wd. be the 12th.
so that there only remained Turner, Chalon, Bone, & Dawe. He thought
it wd. be proper to send them a List of those who had resigned & that
consequently the Club was disolved,—[and afterwards reformed without
Dawe as a member].
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Smirke returned to me & gave me the above particulars.—He then
expressed uneasiness abt. Goldimg, who had engaged with Colnaghi,
verbally only, to engrave the Portrait of Princess Charlotte from Sir
T Lawrence’s picture, for 200 guineas. Smirke sd. this was far too little,
although Golding had consulted Him abt. the price He shd. ask. I
expressed my surprise at the smallness of the Sum, bearing no proportion
to the price put upon the Prints, & the work to be done. I sd. Golding
ought [to ask] 400 guineas & that 500 wd. not be too much, if the report
of Smirke & Sir T' Lawrence of Goldings ability was well founded. Smirke
sd. that Sir T Lawrence had spoken to Golding abt. keeping His prices
moderate, which had caused a timidity in Golding & in Smirke.—

January 7.—John Landseer spoke to Him of the impropriety of a
note which He wrote me respecting an application which He wished me
to make to the Royal Academy to admit His younger Son®* to copy a
picture of a Lioness by Rubens, now in the Painting School, He not being

a Student in the Life Academy.—I told Him that exclusive Law wd.
I believed, be rescinded.—

English Manufacturers

January 8.—Booth, the Bookseller, called, to speak abt. a drawing
He commissioned me to make “ a view on the Severn” for a Gentleman
who had authorised Him to do it.

He spoke of His publication of * Memoirs of the Princess Charlotte
price 12 shillings, as going on prosperously.—

He shewed me a letter He recd. this morng. for the Revd. — Bates,
Chaplain to the late Lord Mayor, relating many particulars of the interest
Princess Charlotte took in promoting the adoption of English manufactures
in Ladies Dresses.—

"

Gossip

I had company at dinner. Sir T Lawrence, Westmacott, Thomson
Smirke. Sir T Lawrence came from Kent today. At Lord Camden’s
He read Bishop Watson’s work and sd. He was a worldly man. Lord
Camden knew Him well, and sd. He was eager to obtain preferment.—
Westmacott said, “ The Ladies are much disatisfied with the medical
persons who attended Princess Charlotte.” Dr Sims says He did not see
Her till past 12 oclock, & she was then in a very restless state.—The

Queen’s conduct was remarked upon. Her so soon shewing Herself in
Public.

John Landseer’s Lack of Principle

January 10.—Cadell called.—Landseer had sent two proofs, one
“ Berry Pomeroy Castle” ; the other a view on the river Dart. To the

* Afterwards Sir Edwin Landseer, R.A.
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Architecture and Law

January 17.—Lysons told me that Nash, the Architect, was a pupil
of the late Sir Robert Taylor. This Michael Angelo Taylor, Sir Roberts
Son, told Lysons.—Sir John Leach, who within the last week took His
scat as Vice Chancellor of England, was also a pupil of Sir Robert Taylor,
but happening to have something to do with law business, His mind
turned to that profession in which He has succeeded so well—He is a
man fond of gay company, routs, balls &c—

Established Reputation

January 28.—James Boswell called, & spoke of the late Dr Burney’s
Son as being desirous to be appointed Professor of ancient Literature in
the Royal Academy. I explained to Him what is the object of the
Academy in electing Honorary Members, viz ; to attach to it names of
men of established reputation for superior talents. Much knowledge there
might be witht. sufficient fame to entitle a person to be classed with
Johnson, Goldsmith &c. I mentioned to Him that the Professorship of
Ancient History had not been filled since the death of Gibbon, but at
that period Mr Mitford, author of the History of Greece, & Dr Gillies
were proposed to the Academicians, who, to avoid contention did not
elect either, as each of them wd. have been supported. I said that His
(James Boswell’s) Father, expressed Himself against Dr Gillies in a letter
I recd. from Him from Scotland, which had weight with me. He replied,
that He understood The King disapproved Dr Gillies as He was at that
time in opposition to the government.—

Law Departments

He spoke of the changes in the Law Departments. He said the Lord
Chancellor Eldon is considered the first of all our Lawyers. Lord Ellen-
borough, He said, as He advances in age becomes heavy, and less able than
formerly.—He mentioned Judge Abbot as one who might become Chief
Justice ; also Judge Dallas as a man very able in His profession.—Judge
Bailey He spoke of lightly.—He said, Serjeant Copley* is rising to
distinction.

The Parliament having met yesterday we talked of the proceedings.
He sd. the Opposition have no Leader, Lord George Cavendish having

declined it.—

Governor of Jamaica

January 30.—F. Green spoke of the Duke of Manchester’s situation
at Jamaica, as Governor of that Colony. His salary is £10,000 pr. annm.

* ] 8. Copley, afterwards Lord Lyndhurst. See Vol. V., and note p. 150.
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will soon appear. He said Quarto editions do not now sell so well as
formerly, & that they have had experience to make them sensible it will
be most profitable to publish their next edition of this popular work in
Octavo. I remarked that it was extraordinary that the Bishop shd. have
written such a History of Himself, and that His Son should have consented
to publish such an account of His Father. He replied, that the Bishop’s
Son was under a positive obligation to do it, but added, that there were
many passages in the original manuscript which had been softened, other-
wise, said He, both the Bishop’s Son and ourselves might have been sent
to the Kings Prison for a libel.—

Booksellers and Public Institutions

He spoke of the Act of Parliament obtained by Charles Wynne M.P.
requiring all publishers of original works to deliver free of expence Eleven
Copies of each work, one Copy to each of the Universities & the remainder
to different establishments. As a compensation for this demand the time
allowed to Booksellers not to have their publications infringed upon by
other Booksellers, is extended to 28 years, but Cadell observed, that there
are but few works published which it is an object with the Booksellers to
keep to themselves for so long a term. The object of the Booksellers now
is to amend the act so far as to require that eme fourth of the price of each
publication shall be paid for every work required to be delivered, which He
said, wd. prevent an application for many inferior publications as the
Societies which might claim them wd. be indifferent abt. them.—

The Princess of Wales

March 4.—Owen mentioned a proceeding of the Princess of Wales.
Sir William Scott informed Him that she advanced a Claim of f3000
which she has against the Executors of Her late Brother, the Duke of
Brunswick, for money advanced to Him upon His notes to that amount.
These notes are now in England, & Sir William Scott has seen them. They
are said to be forgeries—Lord Liverpool is one of the Executors. The
Princess is reported to be in very distressed circumstances, having wasted
Her property, & surrounded by persons who have imposed on Her.

March 6.—Mr A. Phipps [brother of Earl Mulgrave] I dined at. The
Prince of Hesse Homburg—was spoken of. Mr Phipps sd. that T'welve years
ago He proposed to the King His wish to marry the Princess Elizabeth—
and, that the King put the letter into the fire.—Now, however, He is
accepted and it [is] said He is to be appointed the Representative resident
of a German Confederacy at Milan.
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Mr Phipps sd. that the Princess Augusta had many years ago declared
to the King, Her Father, that she had no desire to marry, but would
rather remain in England. Princess Sophia is also so disposed.—

Dr Burney and Dr Parr

March 11,—Thomson I dined with. The Rev. Dr Barrow was
formerly Master of the Soho Square Academy. He now resides in Notting-
hamshire about 14 miles from , & is prebend of Southwell Collegiate
Church. He spoke of the late Revd. Dr Charles Burney. He said He
had long known Him, & considered Him the best Greek -Scholar next
after [Richard] Porson. 1 asked Him whether Burney had published
anything of consequence. He replied, that He had not. He had long
meditated to publish a Greek Lexicon for which He was eminently qualified,
but He did not complete His intention. He sd. Dr Burney was a better
Greek Scholar than Dr Parr, but the latter was much superior to Him in
other respects.

Burney had more knowledge of Greek words than [Samuel] Parr, but
He had no invention, and made little use of His learning further than by
school instruction.—Parr sd. He, writes English excellently, but Burney
wrote ill in that I&nguage, even in forming a common note. He had little
talent or power in conversation. He was fond of convivial society & like
Porson injured His constitution by much drinking in His earlier years.—
I mentioned the accusation against Him while He was at Cambridge ;
that He had taken an Eschylus from the College Library. He sd. it was
true, & that Dr Hinchcliffe, Bishop of Peterborough and Master of the
College, together with the Fellows of the College, required Him to quit
that Seminary to prevent public exposure. He then became an assistant
in the School of Dr Rose at Chiswick, and married His daugr. and after-
wards obtained the School at Greenwich which had been long held by
Dr James. He had been industrious to make up a Library, which is a
good one, but does not contain very rare books. In the latter part of His
life He had taken pains to collect all He could relating to Mr. Garrick,
the celebrated Actor.—

Habeas Corpus

Dr Barrow being a Magistrate for Nottinghamshire, had seen much
of the turbulent spirit which prevailed in that County. He spoke of the
suspension of the Habeas Corpus act as having saved the Country. He
said the Corporation of Nottingham consists of a body of men who are
always disaffected, and there is no prospect of a change in them, as they
are self elected, and when a vacancy happens always fill it with one of
their own way of thinking.—But, said He, this does not prevent our
having a Pitt Club at Nottingham at which on one occasion I made a
Speech which they complimented me so far as to have printed.
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By this plain conduct He has acquired the esteem of the gentlemen in
His neighbourhood, who are a very aristocratic body.

The State of France

May 6.—Sir Thos. Lawrence told me that the Duke of Wellington
who returned from France on Sunday last, sat to Him on Monday last
for a portrait. The Duke spoke of the state o f France. He said the greatest
hostility exists in the people generally against this Country, so that no
Englishman of any degree can move in Paris &c witht. being subject to
insult. All political arrangements are settled with the French Administra-
tion, and the Duke of Wellington does not intend to return to France.

Attempt to Assassinate Wellington

The Duke spoke of the attempt to assassinate Him, and said the plan
originated in the Netherlands where Frenchmen abound, and He said the
Police of Paris have the man in custody, He who attemptcd the assassina-
tion, but though certain of the man they have not sufficient proofs to
bring Him to trial.—The large army now formed in France is understood
to be formed to gratify the people with the appearance of great military
power, but the object of the government is to maintain peace with other

Countries,—The Duke spoke of France as a Country totally demoralised.

Muriatic Acid v. Mercury

May 10.—Lady Mary Lowther I called on & found Her sitting alone
on a Sofa. I remained with Her sometime. She sd. she had not dined
below stairs since September. She was not well when she went for a
short time to the Continent, France & Switzerland, last Summer, & she
became worse after Her return. She has for sometime bathed Her hands
in muriatic Acid once in abt. 3 days which acts in the room of Mercury,
a medicine too strong for Her constitution. It was recommended by
Dr Scott, who observed the good effects of it in India where He cured
Himself of a Liver complaint, which is Her disorder.—On the contrary
Dr Baillie disapproves Muriatic acid, & being called in to act with Dr
Ainslie, prescribed a return to Mercury, which, however did not a
with Her, and she has returned to the M. Acid, & has felt much benefit
from it.—She loocked languid, but not yellow.—

The Prince’s Small Hands and Feet

She had heard of the Prince Regent’s portrait by Sir T Lawrence.
She remarked that the Prince has small hands and feet, and that His arms
hang remarkably easy which makes His motions graceful.—
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We talked of the late Princess Charlotte with great regret. She sd.
it had been reported by the Opposition that Her education had been much
neglected, but I told Her Sir T Lawrence sd. quite the contrary; that
she was extremely well informed, and that Her education had been such
as to do great credit to Her T'utors.

May 15.—S8ir T Lawrence called in the afternoon to apologise for
not having dined with me yesterday.—He told me such a press of pro-
fessional business now lay upon Him that He has refused five persons who
proposed to sit to Him, and means so to do till He shall have completed
pictures now in hand.

Thomas Coutts, the Banker

Mrs Coxe called upon me while I was at dinner & informed me that
at Mr Coutts (the Banker) desire He had engaged a Yatch at Ramsgate
to go to Leghorn for the purpose of bringing to England the Marchioness
of Bute whose ill state of health requires that she shd. return home.
She is daugr. to Mr Coutts.—The payment for the use of the Yatch is
to be £215 per month which includes all expences except victualling for
Lady Bute & Her party which with servants is 12 in number.—

Mr Coutts, now upwards of 80 years of age, comes to London from
His House at Highgate every morning (except Sunday) to His Banking
House at 9 oclock, and is always accompanied by Mrs Coutts, (late Miss
Mellon, the ﬂctress)

The Fitzwilliam Museum

May 16.—Smirke spoke to me abt. buildings to be erected at Cam-
bridge, viz : a museum to contain the pictures &c left by the late Viscount
Fitzwilliam to the University, and a new College for Bennet College
which is very old & Dilapidated. It is an Object to obtain recommenda-
tions to the Heads of the Principal Colleges for their interest in favor of
an Architect. 1 told them I wd. speak to the Bishop of Salisbury for
Robert Smirke, [Junr.], to whom such employment, Smirke sd., would
be desireable, but He could not appear to solicit it.

Sudden Self Importance

Smirke spoke of the consequence of young men being admitted into
the Academy Council & of the sudden self importance manifest in them.
He particularly noticed in the two last admitted—M{[ulready]. & J[oseph]
He told me that Sir Joseph Banks had been spoken to by Lysons abt.
admitting Robt. Smirke [Junr.], to be a Member of the Royal Society.
Sir Joseph objected to Artists being admitted, not considering that an
accomplished Architect must be a Scientific man. He forgot Sir Christopher
Wren & Sir John Vanbrugh.—
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Treatment of French Settlers ;
May 17.—Dr Thorpe is the person who has had disputes with the

African Committee respecting the conduct of their affairs in Sierra
Leone.—He was also at one period in Canada. I had much conversation
with Him. He spoke of the climate of Quebec as being excellent, the air
pure & salubrious.—He thought the policy of this Country respecting
the original French settlers who formed the people of Upper & lower
Canada from 1608 till 1759 when the English got possession of these
Countries, had been injudicious. He said, they still retain the manners
of the Old French Court, and are agreeable to live with. They have not,
He said, been conciliated so as to make them attached to England.—

He mentioned the Bishop of Quebec, Dr Mountain, as being a High
Churchman, but did not say anything unfavourable of Him.—

James Wyatt’s Death

He told me that He was in much intimacy with the late James Wyatt,
Architect, and His family, & that at the time He died an agreement had
been made for them to take jointly a House at Brighton for the ac-
commodation of their families.—He related the particulars of the death
of James Wyatt.—He was on His way to London with Mr Codrington,
a gentleman of fortune in Wiltshire, in Mr Codrington’s Carriage with
4 Horses. While driving at a great rate a person on Horseback met the
Carriage in a place where another Carriage or Cart stood which made the
passage between the two Carriages so narrow that the Horse & His Rider
were thrown down & the wheels of Mr Codringtons Carriage passing over
the rump of the Horse the Carriage was overturned. Whyatt, at the time
was reading a newspaper & had His hat off. The #p of His bhead struck
with great violence the roof of the Carriage, and the concussion caused
His instant death. A red spot appeared in His forehead which was owing
to the blood which settled there.

Dr Thorpe speaking of the irregularity of Wyatt in carrying on His
professional business and of His habitual neglect of appointments by
which & His general bad management of His affairs He failed to make a
fortune which He might have done to a great extent, observed that His
love of women led Him away from other pursuits, and at the time of His
death one of His female servants was pregnant & within three weeks of
Her confinement.—

First Picture by Cuyp In England

May 18.—I went to the British Institution & there met Mr West, &
I went round the Exhibition room with Him examining all the pictures.
While looking at Lord Bute’s picture by Cuyp, He sd. that picture was
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brought to England by the late Captn. Baillie, and was the first picture
by that Master known in England. Having been seen pictures by Cuyp
were eagerly sought for & many were introduced & sold to advantage.—

Titian’s * Cornaro Family "

The Cornaro family by Titian belonging to the Duke of Northumber-
land we looked at. He sd. that picture was totally ruined by a Frenchman
who was employed to clean it. He painted over it & substituted His
heavy colours for the charming tints of Titian.—Nothing remains of the
original but a Candle stick & part of the upper corner of the right hand of
the picture as seen when looking at it.—He observed that a similar injury
was done to the picture of the Pembroke family at Wilton, by Brompton,
the painter, who loaded the transparent tints of Vandyke with His own
plastery colours.—

Duke of Clarence In Love

May 20.—Smirke called. He mentioned several particulars respecting
the Royal Family which had been communicated to His Family by a
Governess who had been recommended to the Duke of Clarence by Miss
Smirke.—She said the report was true, that the Duke had an earnest
desire to marry Miss Wickham of Oxfordshire, a great Heiress, but the
Queen was extremely averse to it. He had all the anxiety of an enamoured
youth to accomplish His object, & His mind is now equally affected to
marry the Princess of Saxe-Meissengen. This the Queen approves, and
says, she is of the best blood of Germany.—

Smirke, from what He heard of Him, considered Him to be a weak
man.—He has great expectations that the Queen, who is supposed to be
partial to Him, will leave Him a large proportion of the riches she has
accumulated.

Farington Retires

This day I completed the last drawing I had to make for Messrs Cadell
& Davies, & being thus relieved from all responsibility on a Professional
account, I made a Resolution, never to accept another Commission, but to
pass the remainder of my life free from any obligation of this kind to
which I might otherwise subject myself. My habits of industry will
never cease while I have power to act, but content with a moderate
income managed with oeconomy, I hope to pass my remaining years
with my mind free from pressure.

May 21.—Bishop of Salisbury I called upon. I mentioned that two
public buildings are to be erected at Cambridge: viz: Bennet College to
be rebuilt, & a Museum to receive the late Viscount Fitzwilliam’s works
of art. I sd. it wd. be very desireable that these buildings shd. be in a
good taste, & not fall into the hands of ordinary Architects, & that Mr
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Robert Smirke [Junr.], wd. be one on whom the Trustees might rely for
superior ability & in every other respect.—He acknowledged the name
of R Smirke, knowing His reputation.—

Influence

I expressed my acknowledgments to Him for all He had done in obtain-
ing through the Bishop of Chester Deacons Orders for my nephew Wm.
Jas. Farington, which had been followed by His also obtaining Priests
Orders.—I told Him that feeling grateful to the Bishop of Chester and
desirous to do what might be agreeable to Him, I had requested that He
might be invited to the Royal Academy dinner, & I was glad to see Him
there. He sd. He wd. mention it to Him.—

Dr Paley a Great Sensualist

Lord Lonsdale spoke of the late Dr Paley whose works on religion
& philosophy are in high esteem.—He said Paley was a great sensualist in
eating, an indulgence which He carried to excess. At dinner He wd. eat
of everything on the table, including any side dishes which there might
be, which He called skirmishing.—Though He wrote with so much ability
on subjects of religion, He was very careless in His personal deportment
when attending divine service, would stretch out & rest His legs, and
incline His body in any easy direction. Being requested to go to a House
to baptise a child, He went on Horseback, and to save Himself the trouble
of dismounting He directed them to bring the infant to the door & while
sitting upon His Horse He read & performed the ceremony.

The King’s Health
He spoke of the King in His present state. Though His disorder

continues, He is quite clear in mind on subjects which occasionally have
possession of it. He imagines persons to be before Him and He speaks to
their supposed presence with all the ability He ever possessed. When
He fancies the Prince of Wales or the Duke of York to be present, He
lectures them wisely upon points which occur to His recollection.—For
the Queen He expresses great respect. To Her precepts & example He
attributed while He was in a sane state the feeling He has for religion,
& He continues to hold that idea. He considers Himself to have been
too much neglected in this respect while He was young.—

Wellington and France

I mentioned to Lord Lonsdale that the Duke of Wellington while
He was in London 10 days ago sat to Sir T. Lawrence for His portrait
and that speaking of the state of France He recommended that English-
men & their families wd. not go to that Country at this period as The
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French people are in a very irritated state against this Country.—He sd.
that He had heard that the Duke had while in Paris given this caution
at a publick table, which He thought was injudicious, and, if reported,
likely to exasperate the people of France. He observed that allowance
shd. be made for the French people as they now stood, & added * What
wd. the people of this Country say if they were under a similar control
by France ? "—

Mrs Green I dined with. Charles Green had resided in Paris several
months. He saw no disposition in the French people to insult the English,
& He conceived that a contrary report had arisen from some Englishmen
who had acted intemperately which was resented.—

Thomas Coutts and Miss Mellon

May 22.—Mr West I drank tea with. Mrs West spoke of Mr Coutts,
the Banker. Previous to His marriage with Miss Mellon, the actress, He
settied £2000 pr. annm. upon Her, and two or three days after Her
marriage He put a piece of paper into Her hand, which contained a gift
of £100,000; a sum similar in amount to what He gave His 3 daughters
each on their marriage: The Marchioness of Bute,—Lady Guilford,
and Lady Burdett.—His first knowledge of Miss Mellon was at Chelten-
ham where she appeared on the stage. A benefit for Her was announced,
and Mr Coutts sent Her 5 guineas.—She was struck with so large a sum
being sent, & she formed a resolution never to part with it. She ao-
cordingly sealed up the money & deposited it with Her Mother, & with
Her it remained till Her death. Leaving the other effects of Her Mother
to persons who were with Her at the time of Her decease, she only required
the paper which contained the § guineas, which was sent to Her and is
now in Her possession.

A Beautiful Young Lady

Mr Coutts is at present upon good terms with Lady Bute only. Mis
Coutts is very attentive to Her & frequently makes large presents to Lady
Frances Stuart Her daugr. a very beautiful young Lady.—The difference
subsisting between Sir Francis & Lady Burdett & Lady Guilford & Mr
Coutts arose from Mr Coutts requiring the former to give up the House
or Houses in Piccadilly which belong to Him.—On this occasion He acted
very liberally to Lady Guilford. When she quitted the House in which
she resided He settled £5000 pr. annm. additional upon Her.

A Colonial Chief Justice

May 25.—Wilsons I dined at. Captn. Beaufort told me that Dr
Thorpe is an Irishman & an Irish Barrister. He was for a while Chief
Justice of Canada where He had disputes with Coll. Gore, Lieut. Govr.
of Upper Canada.—
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Wyatt, a relation of the late Jas. Wyatt, Architect had the appointment
of Surveyor for the Crown in that Country, & He also had disputes with
Gore who wrote a libellous pamphlet affecting them both. Having
obtained a copy though it was only privately circulated, they brought
actions against Gore.—Wyatt had a verdict & [500 damages, & Thorpe
had a verdict in His favor, thereby clearing His character to obviate an
objection made by Lord Castlereagh when He applied for compensation
for loss of office. Nothing, however, has yet been done for Him.—Since
He was in Canada, He has been Chief Justice at Sierra Leone, where
also He got into difficulties with persons in Office & with the African
Committee at home. While He was in Sierra Leone He was accused of
indolence, & He charged others with selfish practises, in the use of public
money.

He speaks of Mr Wilberforce as being a weak man who is influenced
by others. He came home with leave of absence for a year.—The Com-
mittee refused to pay Him His salary for that period & they paid the money
to His Deputy. He appealed to Government : It was referred to Lawyers.
The Chancellor decided in His favor, & He was paid His salary.—His wife
& a daugr. died lately & His two surviving daugrs. are not healthy. Such
has been His lot, perhaps some imprudence in His proceedings may have
brought disappointments upon Him.

The Bishop of Quebec

May 26.—The Bishop of Quebec & His Family have just left Hastings,
where He had resided 8 months & had been highly gratified by the kind
attention shewn to Him & His family.—Having now been more than a
year & % in England, His intention seemed to be after passing another
winter here to return to Quebec shd. no exchange be made for Him to
remain in this Country. He regrets the indisposition (a paralytic com-
plaint) which makes it necessary for Him to leave His situation of Governor
of Lower Canada, as they acted in concurrence upon many public
questions.—

Duke and Duchess of Richmond

The Duke of Richmond being appointed Governor of Lower Canada
is soon to go there, and with Him His eldest daugr. an amiable young
Lady. The Duchess remains in England. She has ruined Him by gaming.
He paid [30,000 to Marshal Prince Blucher, which she lost to Him.—
B]};l hard living, His person is very much altered.—He looks to be a very
old man.—

Admiral Lord Gardner

~May 27.—1I had company at dinner. Captn. Val. Gardner spoke of
His late Father, Admiral Lord Gardner. He was stationed at Cork having
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the command of a Fleet on the Irish Station, but it had long been His
ardent desire to command the Chanmel Fleet which was at last given to
Him. He was then [in] good health, but the care which devolved upon
Him when He attained His long desired object, was too great for His
naturally anxious mind to support witht. suffering from it. He held this
Command for abt. two years in which time His constitution was ruined.
Perpetual care, broken rest, never ceasing solicitude reduced Him to such
a state of debility that He was obliged to give up the Command, and He
retired to Bath, where He gradually sunk into a state of weakness which
ended in death.

He had no particular complaint, and was not confined to His bed more
than a day or two. On the morng of His death at 8 oclock He was raised
in His bed & shaved Himself, & at half past nine oclock He expired with
so little agitation that a medical attendant and Lady Gardner who were
in the room at the time did not perceive it till afterwds. going to the bed-
side they saw that He was dead.—Thus, sd. Captn. Gardner, my Father
fell a sacrifice to the gratification of His wishes ; had He been content to
go on without incurring more responsibility than His mind was calculated
to bear, He might have lived many years longer. He was 66 years old.

Society In Quebec

Captn. Saml. Gardner told me that He was on Military Service at
Quebec two years. He said the Society there is agreeable, the French
settled and the English residents associating hospitably.—He was also in
Upper Canada but did not like that Station, where He found but little
Society.—At Quebec also, He said, The winters are felt to be very long
though the Houses of the inhabitants are kept very warm.—

The French and Napoleon

Frank Green having been in Paris with His Brother 16 days and dining
at the “ Table d'Hotes ”, [said] He never saw either there or in any other
place, any disposition in the French people to treat the English dis-
respectfully.—He said, it appeared to Him that the French still incline
to Buonoparte, whom they never speak of but as * The Emperor . —
He said, that from His personal good character Louis 18th. is respected,
but in case of His death the minds of the people wd. be inclined to young
Napoleon.—

He mentioned several Hotels at Paris where at a © Table d’Hote ” very
good company is met at § past § oclock, the dinner excellent and a bottle
of good passable wine for each person, & a cup of coffee the whole expence
5 francs viz : 4s. 2d.—The Company sit abt. an Hour at dinner & afterwds.

& then depart, they having within that time, including the Coffee, all
that is usual.






CHAPTER XXXVII
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The Bishop of Durham

June 3.—Owen told me that the Bishop of Durham had been sitting
to Him for a Three quarter portrait intended for Baliol College, Oxford,
of which He is visitor.—The Fellows of the College are disappointed
having expected a whole length Portrait.—Owen said that the Bishop is
835 years old at this period, & that He is chearful & sufficiently active to
mount His Horse & ride every day. The Bishop attributes His good
health in His old age, to His having had when abt. 12 years old, the Stone
or some such disorder, for which an operation was performed. This
caused Him to live a very temperate life when young & His Constitution
by that means became confirmed.—

His habit has long been to dine at § oclock, He eats simply—fish & a
beef or mutton or other plain meat only—& to eat moderately.—He
drinks one glass of wine at Dinner & two Glasses after dinner.—Owen
thinks Him a High Church man and that He has a good share of personal
vanity.—He goes to bed at Eleven oclock.

Owen said that Lady Beaumont called upon [him] a few days ago.
He thought Her much altered in Her appearance,—that she looked worn
& old.—He thought Her to be 62 or 63 yrs. old. I told Him she was not
more than 60.—He sd. she spoke in a desponding way—that for 30 years
she & Sir George had breakfasted together, but that of late from in-
disposition in one or the other of them this had been interrupted. He
sd. Her visit to Him was like that of one coming to take leave.—[Lady
Beaumont died in 1829.]

Lawrence and Company

June 7.—I returned home with S. Rogers only. He spoke of Lawrence
as being a very reserved character, & that Mrs Siddons had made the same
remark. About 2 years ago, said Rogers, He dined with me, and soon
after I dined with Him in the room in which He has His plaister figures.
He had no other person with Him. For dinner He gave me the choice of
dishes similar to what He saw on my table, & He said, that not being in
the habit of giving dinners He had directed to have those things that He
supposed I liked.—Rogers put as a sort of question to me “ What Lawrence
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does with Himself,—He [is] seen but little in company, & when He does
appear He is always the first to go away ? ”

Connections That Occupied Him

I replied that He is incessantly occupied in His profession, & so much
engrossed by it as to have but little time for any other pursuit. I added
that I believed He read a good deal.—He mentioned that it had been
reported that He gamed,—and that He might have comnexions that oc-
cupied Him. I negatived both these suppositions, the first, from His
having assured me that He never lost £5 by gaming in His life ; and for
the latter I had reason to believe that He had no such connexion. I added,
that His professional occupation left Him no time for such purposes.—

He must be very rich, sd. Rogers.—I said, that at His outset in life
He was unfortunately circumstanced, & that money had never been an
object to Him.—As an artist, I sd. He always endeavoured to do His best,
whatever subject He might be employed upon,—and that His integrity
if perfect in all matters of serious consideration, but He had been much
blamed for making light excuses to His sitters & for disappointing them.—

Banking Business

June 10.—Wm., Offley [wine merchant] I dined with at His lodgings
No. 7 Alfred Place. I had much conversation with Wm. Everitt respect-
ing the mode of carrying on Banking Business. He told me that the Bank
of England never discount for less than § per cent interest, while private
Bankers from money being now very plentiful discount for from 4 to 4%
pr. cent.—He said it is a rule to have every person’s acct. balanced every
night, and that one Clerk is appointed to whom reference is made by the
paying Clerk whenever a draft is presented that may seem to make it
necessary.—No Wills are discounted but under the authority of thf-
Acting Partner.—

Christmas Boxes as they are called, are given by those who keep money
at a Bankers, to be divided among the Clerks. ‘The Sum annually given to
Everitts & Co for their Clerks, has amounted to £700 which is divided in
proportion according to their salaries,—a Head Clerk has had of this
money £200 pr. annm,

The General Election

June 18.—Lady Mary Lowther I called on today & found Her
sitting with Lady Lonsdale. The fine long continued warm weather has
agreed with Her.—We talked abt. the General Election now carrying
on.—She said they should have trouble in Westmorland, where Mr Henry
Brougham is now canvassing. Kendal being the only manufacturing
town in that County is more immediately His object. She said Lonsdale
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is now at Lowther, and Lord Lowther is there. She spoke of an opposition
at Cockermouth having been proposed, & that Lord Guwyder wd. have
attempted it at Haslemere, but the Election took place before He could
effect His purpose.—Sir Jas. Graham, also, is opposed at Carlisle. She
sd. that Lord Thanet being the Hereditary Sheriff of Westmorland has
the power of fixing the day for the County Election, & to give Mr Brougham
time He had given notice that it shd. commence on June joth. and
afterwds. 15 days would be allowed for voting.—

Lady Lonsdale expressed Her strong wish for Sir Murray Maxwell
for Westminster, & said she had got Him a few votes.

A Clergyman’s Plan of Living

June 20.—Revd. Mr Mathew called on me today being desirous that
I wd. apply to Henderson, the Dentist, to supply me with teeth for the
vacancy in my mouth. He sd. He is near 85 years old & shewed me a row
of teeth which He had inserted by Henderson abt. 2 years ago, in the
room of a former set.—Being now well recovered of His late complaints
He spoke of His plan of living. He said He eats in the ordinary way of
whatever is put upon the table ; drinks a little small beer, or water only
at dinner, but no wine which He prefers to have after dinner when He
regularly drinks four full glasses. At present He drinks Cape Madeira.—
When in company, He perhaps drinks a little more. Wine, He said, is
necessary for Him ; He could not go on witht. it.—He occasionally takes
Senna which takes off anything which causes uneasiness.—His eye sight is
so good that He can read small print witht. glasses, better than He cd.
10 years ago.—

The General Election

June 26.—We had much talk abt. the Parliamentary Elections.—
Mr Markland [Magistrate, Westminster] had heard that the Government
wd. lose 50 votes in the General Election. I was not of that opinion, or
that they wd. lose so many as 30 votes in the House of commons.—He
said that to keep the peace in Covent Garden, Himself & other Magistrates
had been required by the Secretary to attend occasionally at the Hustings
also Constables from the different Police Offices, amounting to 150 or
100 in number. These Constables who are retained at the offices have
each a salary of 50 guineas pr. annm. which, He said, is too little. He
thought that proper persons shd. be appointed and shd. have f100 a
yr. each.—

A Nest For Thieves

He spoke of Tothill fields, Westminster, being a nest for Thieves &
Pick pockets. It is their resort at night after the depredations of the day.
The increase of Juvenile Thieves is very great. The old & experienced
Thieves know that more mercy will be shewn them, therefore they
instruct them in villainy & share the profits.
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the memory of Collins, the Poet, who died here. The Bishop of Chichester,

resides much at His Palace. He is now 85 years, but is still able to preach

which He does and with a strong voice.—He is also a Rector of St Giles,

London. I understood that He was tutor to the late Duke of Richmond.
At Chichester there is a handsome Gothic Market Cross,

Goodwood

We next proceed to Arundel 11 miles. Abt. 3 miles from Chichester
we passed Goodwood, the seat of the Duke of Richmond. It is a large
mansion well surrounded with wood. Our Companion, the Clergyman,
informed me that the late Duke of Richmond, Uncle of the present Duke,
allowed Him only {1000 pr. annm. though He had then a large family
now increased to 14 Children. Having no addition to this small annuity
except from His military appointments, He necessarily incurred heavy
debts, which is the real cause of His accepting the Government of Quebec,
to which place He is lately gone with part of His family. It has been
reported that the Duchess has gamed deeply to which the Dukes present
distress is owing, but our Companion said He had stated the true cause
of this difficulty.—He said that the late Duke’s Father had so little
property in the vicinity of Goodwood that He remarked that He could
not step out of His own House without putting His foot upon another
mans ground. When the late Duke came into possession He resolved to
purchase as far as He was able & He greatly increased the estate. The
value of the wood He left at His death was estimated at £300,000. By
this will He directed that wood should be cut to the amount of £30,000
at certain periods, but He ordered that part of this sum should be ap-
propriated for the purchase of land.

Chichester, our Companion said, in respect of its inhabitants has
undergone a considerable change. Man[y] of the old independent in-
habitants are gone. The Duke of Richmond returns one Member, and
Mr Huskisson, the other Member is returned by the City. He bought
an estate at Earsham in this County which belonged to Mr William
Hayley, the Poet.—

We passed an oddly formed large House belonging to Sir George
Thomas who has an estate here. At an early age He took a dislike to it
and now resides near East Cowes in the Isle of Wight.

Arundel and Worthing

We changed Horses at Arundel, a small town near which is Arundel
Castle, a seat of the Duke of Norfolk. The exterior of it is large, and it
has lately been fitted up at great expence by the late Duke. It is shewn
on Monday’s only & the profits are given to the porr.

Worthing, we next went to, and found the place full of company.
It is an open Coast and has much accommodation for visitors. We here
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changed Horses & then went on to Brighton. The young Lady who came
from Portsmouth with Her Father told me that they came from Essex
near Braintree. She was much distressed with a disposition to sickness
while travelling, & became so unwell as to be obliged to remain at Worthing
though Her intentions was to reach Brighton.

Brighton

We arrived at Brighton abt.  past 5, and I looked out for an Inn,
I was recommended to go to the White Horse Inn but I found it so full
of people—so noisy & dirty that I went to the Old Ship Inn opposite the
Sea. This Inn I also found bustling & noisy & the best accommodation
I could have was but indifferent. I dined at § past 6 & before going to
Bed paid my Bill which was extravagantly high.—

September 9.—I walked to the front of the Regent’s Palace & found
the front nearly in scaffolding. The alterations carrying on were said to
be in imitation of the Kremlin at Moscow. 1f so, the celebrated building
must very much resemble some of the Palaces represented in Daniel’s
Oriental Scenery.—Whatever this building may appear its singularity is
ill suited to its situation. Instead of having accompaniments suited to
its character, every object (building) contiguous to it is of a common
ordinary English form & appearance.

Louis XVIII and Napoleon’s Generals

At 7 oclock I left Brighton in the Hastings Coach & proceeded g miles
to Newhaven, where I breakfasted. My Companions in the Coach were
an English Lady just arrived from France, and a Lady of this Country,
The former had much vivacity and the manner of a French woman, but
she sd. she had been upon an excursion of Six or Eight weeks only, & was
going to join friends at Sandgate. She had been at Paris & saw Louis 1815,
She said, He is very large in His person, that He rides out in a Coach
with 8 Horses attended by Bonopartes Generals, and that the people
speak of Him as being a good kind of man.—She came in the Packet
from Dieppe to Brighton,—Passengers pay one guinea if they stay below
Deck, or one Guinea if upon the Deck. 1f a passenger wishes for a’range
of the two Decks, 2 guineas is paid.—

No Country Like England

She remarked that there is no Country like England for cleanliness &
Comfort. East Bourne was our next stage, there appeared to be much
company. From thence we proceeded to Hastings where we arrived at
# past 4 oclock.
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Conduct of the Captain

I had conversation with Mr Majoribanks respecting the conduct of
Captn. Dalrymple as Commander of the Ship, one of the largest size of
East Indiamen, & the loss sustained (shd. about f£20,000 of Treasure be
recovered from the wreck, which is hoped for) will be about £250,000.—
He said that when an East Indiaman shall have passed the South Foreland
on Her way from the Downs, she is considered to be entirely under the
Command of the Captain, unless she be ordered to go to Pertsmouth, in
which case a Pilot is ordered.—Contrary to this rule Captn. Dalrymple
though not ordered to go into any Port kept a Pilot on board, & for the
purpose of putting Him on Shore kept nearer the Land than He shd. have

done.
The Ship Sprung a Leak

The consequence was that the Pilot ran the ship aground upon some
rocks off the Owers light, the morning after leaving the Downs. The
Ship struck five times. The consequence was, the Ship sprung a leak, &
the next day she made exactly g inches of water pr. Hour. Thus circum-
stanced it was an error in judgment in Captn. Dalrymple in not putting
into Portsmouth to refit. This might probably have been done by apply-
ing at the Royal Dock Yard, & the repair made in abt. six weeks. and as it
was a Sea damage the Undemrlters must bave borne the expence and not
the Owners of the Ship.—

Witht. any great increase of the Leak the ship reached & passed the
Cape of Good Hope when in a Gale of wind the leak increased to 22 inches
per Hour, which after the Gale ceased fell to 18 inches and it appeared
that she was seriously injured. Before this period, however, the Leak
had suddenly increased to 14 inches pr. Hour and it was found necessary
to go to Bombay to refit.— =

The Ship Struck the Rocks

In the progress of this passage it was the intention of Captn. Dalrymple
to pass between the Islands Mauritius & Bourbon, but by some error or
neglect attention was not paid to the situation of the Cardagoes Shoals,
which, Said Mr Marjoribanks, is as well known" as the sitwation of
Greenwich, and at % past 4 oclock on Tuesday morning, July 7th.
the Ship struck on the outer edge of the tremendous rocks of Carda-
goes,—and soon became a wreck.—In this forlorn state means were
employed to fit the large Cutter which had been saved, and on July 14th.
she was sent to the Isle of France having Mr Ayres, the Purser, the 6th.
mate, and 8 picked men in Her,—who reached the Island on Thursday
the 17th, where they were taken on board His Majesty’s Ship, Majicienne,
Captn. Purvis.—
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Having read the manuscript account of the loss of the Cabalva, East
Indiaman I told Mr Majoribanks that I thought the neglect in not sound-
ing when off the Cardogoes Rocks, was a neglect that ought to be printed
as it stood in the manuscript, as a warning to other Commanders,—also
the circumstance of the Carpenters misconduct when, on the rocks in
grossly abusing the Chief mate, His Commanding Officer, as it tended to
destroy all subordination in the men which it was so necessary to preserve
in so distressing a situation. I said if published it might do good in some
future case of misfortune.

East India Company

November 9.—Mr Marjoribanks being Deputy Chairman of the
East India Company, told me that the Chairman and Deputy Chairman
for the time being, have a weekly meeting with the President of the Board
of Control (now Mr Canning) at which they make their respective reports
and amicably arrange matters for future proceedings.—

We spoke of the manner of conducting business when the Directors of
the Company meet for that purpose. He said almost everything is
decided by Ballot & for expedition and for general convenience it is
usually done by a Show of Hands, but if a single member should move it,
the Ballot is taken by Balls put in a Box. He said that from 40 to 50
Ballots are taken at every meeting. No writer can be appointed but by
Ballot, but a Cadet may be appointed by momination by a Director when
His pl:ric-d for having the privilege arrives.

Not a Religious Man

November 10.—Captn. Wells spoke of the late Sir Saml. Romilly.
He had been told that Sir Samuel never went to Church, and, from that
circumstance He could not be considered a religious man—He observed
that with His strong mind it was extraordinary that He should commit
suicide, as more fortitude might have been expected than He shewed
when under affliction.—It is reported that he had accumulated [180,000.

November 13 and 14.—[No interest. ]

The Law Line

November 15.—Hughes being in the Law Line spoke of late events
in that Profession. He said it had been observed for two years past, that
the faculties of Lord Ellenborough were impairing and His retirement
from the Chief Justice Ship became an act of necessity.—He is now very
weak both in body and mind and is lifted into His Carriage. He is con-
sidered to be abt. 69 years old.—About 4 days ago He had a paralytic
stroke.—He is not supposed to be rich He having lived liberally.—The
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acct. He had been very successful, having painted many portraits, and
was to go to Petersburgh where much employment awaited Him.—He
said English Art had now gained a preference over French Art on the
Continent.—

Dawe sd. that Sir Thos. Lawrence finished His pictures at Aix la
Chapelle more highly than He had been accustomed to do.—

Academy Commemoration

December 8.—With respect to the Commemoration of the soth.
year of the Institution of the Royal Academy they concurred with me
that a Dinner for all the Members wd. be proper, & Smirke suggested that
Shee shd. be applied to write an Ode on the Occasion, there being ample
matter for it, and that Young of Covent Garden Theatre might be
desired to recite 1t, which might be done after the first toast after
dinner.—It was also thought that an Address to the Prince Regent wd.
be proper.

Walter Scott, The Poet and The ﬂCﬂdemj:'

December 13.—Wilkie called, in consequence of having recd. a
Summons from the Academy to inform Him that it wd. be proposed to
fill the vacancies of Honorary Members of the Academy on the 16th.
inst. He named Walter Scott, the Poet, as a proper person to fill the
situation of Professor of ancient Literature or of Ancient History, He
not then knowing that there was an appointment of Antiquary to the
Society, for which also He now said to me He thought Mr Scott a fit
person.—I told Him that I had never before heard Mr Scott’s name
mentioned for either of those situations. At this He was indignant, &
said, He saw of how little consideration He was in the Academy to have
His recommendations wholly unnoticed. I replied to Him suitably,
saying that People wd. laugh shd. W Scott be elected Antiguary to the
Society, and that the 2 former appointments were for those whose
studies were differently directed from Mr Scott’s pursuit, Poetry.
Thomson called.

I mentioned Wilkie’s visit to me. He laughed at the impropriety of
Wilkie’s proposal to appoint Walter Scott to one of the Honorary
Vacancies.*

Sir Thomas Lawrence’s Prices

We talked of the great employment which Sir Thos. Lawrence now
has and of His having 500 guineas for a whole length.—On my mentioning
the great difference between the Prices of Sir Thos. Lawrence & Himself

* This absurd idea was amended in 1827, in which year he was elected Honorary Antiquary
and when in 1828 he made his first appearance in that capacity at the annual dinner, Sir Thomas

Lawrence, their President, in proposing his health quoted these lines :—* If b¢ had been forgotten
it had been as a gap in our great feast and all things unbecoming."’

i i it BB
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and other painters, He said that Owen, Shee, & Himself had 50 guineas
for a three quarter portrait, & 200 guineas for a whole length, & that He
wd. not raise His price, having, He said, only business enough to keep
Him employed. He added that Owen had more business than He had,
that 50 guineas for a Head was a large price & that He had lost many
sitters on that account.—He said He had no desire to be rich, but wished
to provide decently for His family.—He spoke of Harlow as likely to have
much employment.

Constable's Expenses

December 16.—Constable called & showed me a list of His annual
expences formed upon a Plan which I recommended to Him. It appeared
that His annual expenditure might be reckoned at abt. f400.—

He spoke of Pope, the Actor & His difficulties. He owed abt. [1200,
which debts have been given up or compromised so as to make Him no
longer responsible for them. This was effected through the persevering
activity & influence of His wife. They have left their House in Keppel
St, Russell square, and are into lodgings at Miss Leigh’s, sister to Mrs.
Pope, in Store [Street]. Before and after the death of F Wheatley, R.A.
Her first Husband, I exerted myself much for Her benefit.—

Royal Academy I went to. The election took place. I first nominated
The Bishop of London (Dr Hawley) to be Professor of Ancient Literature
—It was seconded by Mr Flaxman & passed Unanimously. 1 then
nominated Wm. Mitford Esqr. author of the History of Greece to be
Professor of Ancient History. It was seconded by Mr Thomson & passed
Unanimously.

I next nominated Samuel Lysons Esqr FRS,and F G A, and Kepper
of the National Records to be Antiquary to the Royal Academy. It was
seconded by Mr Smirke, Senr. & passed Unanimously.—The Assembly
then broke up,—

The Predecessors of the Bishop of London were Dr Saml. Johnson,
Bennet Langton Esqr, The Revd. Dr Burney.

The Predecessors of Wm. Mitford were Dr Goldsmith, Edward
Gibbon Esqr. and The Predecessor of S8aml. Lysons was Richard Dalton
Esqr Librarian to His Majesty and Keeper of His Majesty’s Medals.—

A Great Speculation

December 26.—Frank Green called.—He spoke of a great speculation
made by great many Capitalists. An abundant Harvest in France having
reduced the price of Corn to a very low state, these English Capitalists
have purchased vast quantities, and have employed thousands, He said, of
small vessels to bring it to England. In consequence there is now more
Wheat in this Country than at any former period. The Object of the
speculation is to re-sell it to France when the price shall have risen which
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of the Art to the Academy Commemoration Dinner, should it take place.
He sd. it wd. excite in them no respect for the Academy, but a high
opinion of their own importance.—If the Prince Regent, indeed would
dine at the Academy on the proposed occasion, it wd. then be esteemed
by them an High Honour to be invited, but otherwise He wd. confine
the invitations to the Members of the Body.—

Owen having passed sometime the last Autumn at Sir Thos. Ackland’s
in Devonshire spoke of His having great taste in sketching Landscapes,
but He wants more knowledge of foregrounds. . . . —The Society in that
neighbourhood is social and agreeable. Sir Stafford Northcote resides abt.
5 miles from Sir T' Ackland. He spoke of Jas. Northcote, R.A. as one of
His family and thinks He does Honor to it.—

January 9.—Mr Watson [Private Secretary to the Prince Regent]
spoke of Mr Long* and said that in matters respecting Art, * The Prince
Regent saw through Mr Long’s spectacles ¥—

Farington and an A.R.A.

January 15.—Constable called, & I requested Him to inform William
Collins, an Associate of the Academy, that I shd. not agreeably to His
desire, call upon Him to see a Landscape He had painted for Sir John
Leicester, as I did not think it wd. be proper for me to call upon one
Associate only on the eve of the Election of an Academician, & I could
not conveniently extend my visits.—

Constable was last night at a meeting of the members of  The Artists
General Benevolent Society 7, and thought they.were going on very suc-
cessfully. He said Turner & Chantrey were warm friends of the Society.

Sir John Leicester's Collection

January 16.—W. R. Bigg called & brought the portrait of Sir ]
Reynolds & Wilson’s “ Adrians Villa 7, both [of] which He had cleaned.—
He told me He had cleaned a picture painted by Turner, & now bought
by Sir John Leicester from Turner for 350 guineas. The subject “ A
Dutch Sea port ”.—Sir John told Him that He had within the last year
bought pictures painted by British Artists to the amount of 1600 guineas.—
and appeared to be delighted with His Collection.—

Lysons, Soane and Turner

Lysons called having arrived early this morng. in one of the Night
Coaches from Gloucester. He shewed me a letter written to Him by
Howard, the Royal Academy Secretary, informing Him officially of His
being unanimously elected Antiquary to the Royal Academy.—I told

* Charles Long, afterwards Lord Farnborough.









1819] The Quarterly Review 215

February 14.—Mr. West had recd. a letter from Sir Thos. Lawrence
from Vienna in which He mentioned having just recd. one from me,
which He shd. speedily answer.—He was preparing to go to Rome to
paint a picture of the Pope, and one of Cardinal Gonsalves.—& that
He shd. be in England in the Spring.—

February 15.—Thomson called, and informed me of the eccentric
conduct of Lascelles Hoppner [San of John Hoppner] while practising
as a Student at the Royal Academy, & that He is become insane, & has
been sent to a Mad House.—

The Quarterly Review

February —.—Cadell, the publisher told me that Murray, the Book-
seller, has the whole property of the Quarterly Review which brings Him
in f£2500 a year, but He pays largely to Gifford, the Editor, and to others
who furnish articles.—He said at a late Book sale of His publications,
Murray sold Books to the amount of [£16,000.—Rogers’s new Poem
“ Human Life” the whole Edition is sold, though only just published.

Continental Travelling

February 24.—Captain Beaufort said that the road over the Simplon
is excellent, & that over Mount Cenis is travelled in a Chaise without
difficulty.—The Genevese appeared to Him to be a Proud & stiff people.
Ferney (the residence of Voltaire) He thought delightful. It is 3 miles
from Geneva. It is the spot He should choose for a residence. The
French langunage, He said, is little spoken in Switzerland or in Italy. A
Provincial German 1s used in the former & Italian in the latter.—At Inns,
a man who speaks French serves as an Interpreter. He was most delighted
with the people of Milan. It is a town large as Bristol situated in a flat
Country. The People are remarkable for their simplicity and fair deal-
ing.—The expence of living is less than in England.—

February 27.—Thomson spoke of the death of Harlow the Artist.—
He passed an evening with Him about a fortnight before He died. On
the day following He felt indisposed and the next day remained in bed.
He had an external swelling in His throat, which [was] supposed to be
the Mumps. It increased to a very large size & so disfigured Him that He
would only admit to His room, Mr. Andrews, a medical friend, and a
Servant, so unwilling He was to be seen under such an appearance. His
disorder was mistaken. It was or became a putrid sore throat which
ended in mortification.—Such was His situation when He died, that had
not Tijon, the frame maker, come forward to take charge of His funeral,
He must have been buried at the expence of the Parish.—
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wife to the Dukes eldest Son, who on being informed of it, gave Him
notice to quit the House in half an Hour.

“ Castle Rackrent ™

Lestock Wilson’s I dined at. Captn. Beaufort spoke of Miss Edge-
worth. He told me that Her Novel “ Castle Rackrent” was written 8
years before it was published, and witht. any intention to publish it,
which she was induced to do by an aunt, a Sister of Her Father, who
being an invalid, Miss Edgeworth sent Her the manuscript to read, & she
was delighted with it. The Success of the Sale, caused Her to prepare
other novels, several of which she worked up from small manuscript,
stories intended for Children.

Her Methods

March 28.—Mrs Beaufort told me that Miss Edgeworth is very
uick in writing, but long hesitates before publishing. She is accustomed
to read alond to those who are with Her what she has written, and instantly
adopts any alteration proposed to Her, and this compliance she carries so
far, that she often has occasion to restore the original writing as being
most proper.—>She is now in great request, and passes Her time at present
in visiting families of distinction. When she was in England with Her
father 3 or four years ago, she was much sought for, but it was ascribed
to curiosity to see a person much celebrated for her works. She is now
invited by those who wish to have the pleasure of Her conversation.

Blackwood’s Magazine and Byron

March 29.—Cadell called ; publishes Blackwood’s Magazine, which
Murray will not now do, as it is violent against the Quarterly Review.—
Cadell says that Blackwood pays well for Articles, and He (Cadell) wd.
be glad to find someone to write well on the Arts. He mentioned Smirke
to me for that purpose as He has a good deal of satirical point abt. Him.—

Cadell told me that Lord Byron had sent to Murray a Poem, so severe

in its character that Murray dare not publish it.—
Smirke called & I told Him what Cadell had proposed. He said He

should not like to encumber Himself with the responsibility to provide
for any publication. He reminded me of Fuseli having viclently ex-
pressed Himself against all mediocre art, which had caused Him to think
on the subject, & He had written some observations upon it which He

wd. shew me.

VoL, VIIL—Q
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Cadell I called on & told him I had marked several Errata in the
memoir of Sir | Reynolds.

Baronial Hospitality

August 13.—Westmacott had been at Lord Pembroke’s, who he
said, lives with Baronial hospitality. They usually sat down abt. 22 at
dinner, his Lordship sits at the dinner table but a short time after the
Ladies retire. He then asks if the Company choose more wine, and the
negative being expressed, they adjourn & amuse themselves by driving in
Carriages or walking.—Lord Herbert is seldom at Wilton. His unfortu-
nate marriage has made him uncertain in his residence. When Lady
Herbert (a Sicilian) comes to England he goes to Paris to avoid her, &
vice versa.—Lord Pembroke has 2 sons & 2 daugrs by his present wife,
a daugr. of Count Woronzow. His Lordship told Westmacott that the
late Irish Fiscount Fitzwilliam, left him an estate of £14000 per annm.
in Ireland.—

August 17.—Dined with William Wilberforce at Kensington—
Mr Stephens, a Master in Chancery, married the sister of Mr Wilberforce.
She died sometime since.

Lord Eldon was spoken of. Mr Stephens said that the late Sir Saml.
Romilly in speaking to him of Lord Eldon said that he was so able a
Lawyer that he might be the greatest Lord Chancellor this Country ever
saw but that such was his procrastinating habit that instead of being the
best he was the worst Lord Chancellor, * If, said Sir Saml, he would
act upon the first impression made on his mind on hearing a Case his

decission wd. be excellent, but that he is not content to do, and his delays
are seriously felt,”

Greed of Gain

Some misconduct of Governor McCarty at Selone on the Coast of
Africa, in misapplying Government money by lending it to a house of
trade in which he had a concern was a subject of conversation, which led
to speaking upon the desire of accumulation. Mr Stephens remarked
that there were two distinct motives for this passionate wish of the mind,—
avarice and ambition. Paul Benfield, sd. he, when possessed of half a
million risked the whole and lost it. He was moved by ambition to aim at
immense possession.

Southey and Skiddaw

Before tea I walked with Mr Wilberforce in the shady walk round the
lawn. He spoke of the satisfaction he had in reading the works of Sir
Joshua Reynolds, and observed that the true basis of whatever is excellent
is ““ good sense . He expressed great pleasure at the account of the
honourable manner in which Sir Thos. Lawrence has been recd. at the
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September 9.—Thomson came to tea. He told me that there had
been a treaty for marriage between Mr J. J. Angerstein & Lady Rothes
(The Countess). That Mr Angerstein (now 86 or 7) complained of want
of domestic Society, & thought Mr Coutts had judged well in securing
this to himself by marrying the Actress, Miss Mellon.—Sir John Colpoys,
Govnr. of Greenwich Hospital, had conversation with Mr A, dissuading
him from it. It has, however, [been] broken off in consequence of the
Lady requiring a Carriage for herself & a separate bed.—[See Feby. 22,
1820]

The Misses Berry

September 19.—Thomson spoke of the Misses Berry & of their
evening parties to which he frequently goes.—They are much attended
by persons of rank & talent. Light refreshments are put on a table round
which they sit and converse—Sir Henry Englefield is frequently of their
parties. He is now at 61 or 2 nearly blind, but is to undergo the operation
of Couching with the hope of good effect.—His habit of living is to rise
at 2 or 3 oclock in the afternoon & to dine late and to sit up to a very late
hour. The Misses Berry are at present in Swisserland or Italy.

A Proposed Marriage

September 24,—The Post brought me a letter from Mrs H Hamond
informing me of her having commenced an acquaintance with Mr John
Smith at Yarmouth which she had before signified, viz : in a letter recd.
a few days ago, that his attentions to her Children had been unremitting
in teaching them Lessons &c & that his attention to herself had now
become pointed. and she wished me to obtain information respecting His
Father & himself.

September 25.—The Post brought me another letter from Mrs H
Hamond informing me that Mr John Smith proposed marriage to her
yesterday after she had written and sent her letter to me, and that he
was urgent for a hasty & private marriage.

I replied to her by the Post earnestly pressing her to keep to her
resolution to do nothing in haste having yet no information other than
from himself respecting himself and his family and of the vast importance
it was to herself & her Children to take time to consider the offer made
to her.—She most earnestly intreated me to come to Norwich witht.
delay as the highest acct. of friendship and kindness I could bestow upon
her, to which I answered that I would be with her at Norwich on Tuesday,
Sept. 28th.—

Enquiries

September 27.—Mr John Smith called on me at 10 oclock having
come from Norwich in consequence of His seeing my letter to Mrs H
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Hamond received by her yesterday. He brought me from her expressing
their joint desire that I would return to Norwich with him immediately,
she being very much agitated and unwell.—I represented to him the
propriety of his enabling me to make some inquiries, which he agreed to
do, so that I might be able to report what I should obtain respecting
himself and family, accordingly he gave me a letter of introduction to
Mzr. Peckham, Solicitor of Cliffords Inn, to whom I immediately went
and had conversation with Him. Mr, Peckham told me that Mr J Smith
had chosen the Law for a profession, and had in the first instance been
5 years with Mr — Parkins, a Solicitor, at Lewisham in Kent and after-
wards was with him (Mr Peckham) abt. g months, during which time Mr
J Smiths Father & Mother in order to be near their Son & only Child,
resided in Charlotte St, Bedford Square.

A Favourable Impression

He gave me a favorable impression of Mr | Smiths conduct in general,
sd. that he knew nothing objectionable about him, but that he was like
other young men in having dispositions common to such an age but not

such as are deemed improper.—
I afterwds. went with Mr | Smith to the City, and at the Bank he

introduced me to Mr Hawkins, Son in law to the late Mr King an eminent
Broker, who spoke highly of the character of Mr ] Smiths Father and I
recd. from a Mr Wheeler at the Stock Exchange still stronger assurances

of the excellent character of Mr Smith, Senr.—
I then called on John Mortimer the Broker to know from him what

character Mr Smith bore, & he spoke of him as one on whose word I
might have perfect reliance.

September 29.—We proceeded to Norwich but baited at Thetford
where I made enquiries respecting Mrs Wilkinson, (ci-devant Miss Wood),
neice of Dr Brownrigg of Ormsthwaite, near Keswick, Cumberland),
The Landlady told me that she died abt. 2 years ago after having been
an Invalid in a very debilitated state more than 12 months. She left 2
Sons & a dangr.—One of the Sons is Clerk to a Solicitor, the other was
in the Army but disgraced himself by many improper acts and at last by
a forgery. He was removed from the Corps in which he had served, and
was sent to some distant Colony where he is in some kind of military
capacity.—The daughter, now 22 or 23 years old, lives with her Father,
the Revd. Mr Wilkinson, at Thetford.

A Hasty Courtship

Throughout the whole of this evening Mrs H. Hamond and Mr ]
Smith manifested much attachment to each other.

b s LT,
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done for his Son what seemed best for him in educating him for a pro-
fession rather than to have him unemployed.—I was much pleased with
Mr Smith’s candour & manner, and accepted his invitation to dinner.

Much Wine Drunk

Mr Smith’s I dined at.—The conversation was chiefly on politics
little of which I heard.—Mr Taylor, a Dissenter, & Lieut. St. John bore
a principal part. The Radical Reformers and their extravagant Theories
were ridiculed by all parties.—Champaigne & Claret was circulated and
much wine drunk, ] Smith afterwards told me in all 18 bottles.—Mr
Scott, a Surgeon in whom the late H Hamond had much confidence,
told me his disorder was in the prosirate gland, and he thought the treat-
ment of him at Bath was injudicious. There he died after severe suffering
from a very doubtful operation. Scott said, that at one time H Hamond
satisfied with his advice, gave him §o guineas.—

Marriage and Honeymoon

October 12.—At ¥ past 8 I went to St. Margarets Church with
J Smith, Mrs H Hamond and her 2 daughters, where the marriage
ceremony took place, and, at her desire I gave her away.—We then all
signed the Register. No other persons were present except the Minister
and the Clerk.—We returned to the Barouche with 4 horses, in which,
after setting me down in Pottersgate St they drove off for London and
arrived at the Clarendon Hotel in Bond St. at % past 8 in the evening.

Artist-Groom

October 24.—Lestock Wilson [merchant] having had a horse painted
by Cooper® spoke of him to me, and told me that Cooper was groom to
Sir Henry Meux, the Brewer, and that in that situation he manifested so
much ingenuity in drawing horses with chalk &c that encouragement was
given him. He also rode Horses at Astley’s Riding School, and was one
of those who rode in Covent Garden Theatre when the Astley horses
were brought upon the stage in one Season. Cooper described it to be a
very dangerous service.—L Wilson paid him 2§ guineas for the picture,

® Abraham Cooper, afterwards R.A.
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clearer, and that the people are now in a peaceable quiet, & do not now
show any hostile disposition to the English.—He remarked that French
Men now imitate Englishmen in dress &c but that English women make
French women their patterns.—Many English Families reside in Paris
for oeconomy and for education. There is also more amusement there
than in London.—He spoke of the King of France as not popular, but
said that mentally he is the ablest King in Europe. He added, that
Monsieur (the Count D’Artois) is detested and that now he is a religious
Bigot, & that the Duke of Berri &c are much disliked.—Of the Royal
family, the Duke of Orleans only is popular. He said there is no Court in
Paris & no Royal ostentation.—

Dr Syntax

January 21,—]John Taylor spoke of the publication called Dr Syntax,
and said, He proposed to Ackerman, the Printseller, to make it a Book.

It answered profitably—two thnusand were sold—Wm. Combe was the
Author.*

Taylor mentioned Kemble, the Tragechan as not being a man of
quick parts,.—He said R. W, Elliston’s contract for Drury Lane Theatre
for a term of years is a doubtful concern.

* Outside literary circles Combe's name and works are almost forgotten, but in his lifetime he
was a man of extraordinary interest and famous as the author of The Tours of Dr. Syntax.

In early life he was an adventurer of the Casanova type, at times keeping up a princely style
at popular watering places, at others playing the part of a common soldier, or acting as a cook at
Douai or a waiter in a tavern at Swansea.

In 18cg, while living under the rules of the King's Bench, he acted as chief adviser to John
Walter IL in the general directorship of The Times.

THE CEREMONY OF 1776.

The Dictionary of National Biography says that about September 11, 1775, Combe was married
to a mistress of Simon Luttrell, Lord Irnham, whose daughter, Anne, became the wife of the Duke
of Cumberland. Farington, however, records, on November 8§, 1796, that George Nicol, the
bookseller, says : Combe " married a mistress of Lord Beauchamp (the present Eu:cand] Marquess
of H:rtl.’urd], from whom She had an annuity—being afterwards insane, Combe placed her in a mad
House."”

In the Morning Post, May 22, 1776, we read :

“On Thursday Iau, the 16th inst. .» were married Mr. William Combes, of the Parish of 5t.
Martin's~in-the-Fields, * a Gentleman who is universally known, from having distinguished himself
in this, and other, countries in various shapes and characters,” and Maria Foster, commonly known
as Miss Harley, of Norfolk St., near the west end of Oxford Rd., at 5t. George's Church, Hanover
[Square], by the Rev. Mr. Richard Pitt, in the presence of Mr. R[ichard] C[esway], painter who gave
the lady away, and of Mr. Caleb Grenville, Clerk of the Church.

It is said that the Lady is possessed of an income of 1501 per ann. in Annuities, and about 1,000l
in money, partly in effects, and partly in Funds. The ceremony was conducted with the greatest
privacy, and the married pair immediately left London without saying where they were going.’

‘This announcement is confirmed in the Marriage Registers of 5t. George's Church, Hanover
Square.

i It is stated by the D.N.B. that Lord Irnham was severely lampooned by Combe in his ** Dia-
boliad ** for withholding the annuity to which reference is made, but Lord Beauchamp also was
severely castigated in the same satirical poem, at the instance of his cast-off mistress, says Horace
Walpole. See also Index, Vol. II.
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Taylor having been intimate with the late Dr Wolcot (Peter Pindar)
related what was said by the Doctor when speaking of himself, that his
mind was a mixture of grandeur & humour.

He related an anecdote mentioned by Lord Mulgrave. His Lordship,
while “ First Lord of the Admiralty ¥, happening to cross St. James’s Park
saw Combe, the Author, sitting on a bench & having long known him
accosted him in the usual manner, Combe, witht. rising, answered him
carelessly and witht. any respect, and after a slight conversation Lord M.
left him, feeling himself rather rejected than encouraged & comparing,
he sd. to Taylor, the profound attention paid to him at the Admiralty
with the repulsive manner of Combe.

My knowledge of Combe convinced me that it was a high gratification
to Him to have thus an opportunity to gratify his pride by shewing his
indifference to Lord M’s Political importance, he having known his Lord-
ship in early life & subsequently seemed to think himself neglected by
him.

Sir J Carr, said he frequently called on Richard Cosway, R.A., in
Stratford Place, and described him to be paralysed in his right arm, but
always chearful, and had repeatedly declared himself to be 84 years old.

The King’s Death Announced This Morning

January 30.—His Majesty died last night at Windsor, at § past 8
oclock, aged eighty one years, seven months and twenty six days.

Stmwger, the Academy Porter, called, being sent by Howard to know
my opinion respecting closing the ﬂcademy Lectures for the present on
acct. of the Kings death. 1 thought it highly proper so to do & Dance
& Smirke concurred with me.—

February 1.—Henry Bone, R.A. had a Son a Navy Midshipman.
The Princess of Wales was on board the Ehlp in the Mediterranean, and
her behaviour was noticed for its impropriety.

February 2.—Turner returned from Italy yesterday: had been
absent about 6 months to a day.—Tivoli, Venice, Albano—Turin—fine.—
Lawrences pictures admired at Florence.
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Funeral Expenses

Flaxman called, to speak about Mr West’s death and funeral. He was
decidedly for having the same respect shewn to him as that which was
done to Sir Joshua Reynolds and wd. maintain the propriety of it though
he shd. stand alone at a General Meeting of the Academicians. He said
Mr West had, perhaps, done less for the Academy and taken more to
himself than he might have done, but he has done a great deal & allowance
might be made for his vanity an infirmity which prevailed in him.—

Howard spoke of the heavy expence which wd. be incurred if the
precedent of Sir Joshua Reynold’s funeral were followed & the Academy
to bear the expence, probably from ([500 to [1oco. Smirke said he
thought the attendance in the procession shd. be confined to the Members
of the Academy & the Students & that they should bear their own expence.
Soane & Dance seemed inclined to adopt this proposal, but I gave my
opinion that the ceremony should [be] graced by the presence of persons
of Rank & Distinction, agreeably to the common usage of this Country
on occasions where particular respect is meant to be shewn.—

His Successor

March 12,—Thomas Philips called. He spoke of filling the vacancy
of President of the Royal Academy, and sd. he concluded there wd. be
a concurrerce of opinion that Sir Thos. Lawrence wd. be the most proper
person,—& that he should vote for him.—At his desire I read to him some
passages in « letter I recd. from Sir Thos. yesterday dated Mantua Feby.
2oth.—and he was much gratified on hearing the opinions of Sir Thos.
on the most celebrated works of some of the great Masters, and that in
naming the greatest Masters he placed Sir Joshua Reynolds with those
of the first Class.—

West Funeral in St. Paul's

March 25.—Raphael West wrote to me to inform me of an objection
made by the Bishop of Lincoln, Dean of St. Paul’s, to interring Mr West
in that Cathedral, as his parents were Quakers and there was no proof of
his having been baptised. Henderson went to the Bishop and in conversa-
tion learnt from his expressions that the Bishop had recd. the objections
from an Artist or a friend of the Arts. Finding the Bishop decided in
supporting the objection Henderson went to Sir William Scott, Judge of
the Court at Doctors Commons, who regretted that the objection had
been made, but declined to take any part in the Question which Henderson
supposed to be owing to his thinking that it might be brought before him
as a fudge.—Henderson then applied to Dr Adams, a Civilian who gave
such reasons in favour of the interment that the Bishop’s scruples gave
way, and it was fixed that the funeral service shd. be superintended by
Dr Wellesley, the Prebend on duty.
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Prince Metternich’'s Daughter

May 26.—Sir T Lawrence drank tea with me.—He read to me a very
feeling note recd. by him from Prince Metternich, the Austrian Minister,
stating the hopeless state of his daughter, Princess Clementine, (she
died 3 days after) and expressing his gratitude for a portrait of her painted
by Sir Thos. at Rome & just recd. from Florence. Hearing of its arrival
she desired to see it & was gratified by it.—The letter commenced with
“ My dear Lawrence ” and concluded with the warmest expressions of
regard. The Princess was 14 years old and beautiful as amiable.—Prince
Metternich also informed him of his (8ir Thos.) having been elected a
Member of the Imperial Academy of Fine Arts, and that himself (The

Prince) proposed him.

Wilkie's “ Reading the Will ™

Sir Thos. told me that the King is very desirous to have Wilkies
picture “ Reading the W1ll ”, now in the Exhibition, and that having been
painted for the Prince of Bavaria, a negotiation had commenced with
the Bavarian Ambassador on the subject, & that he had recommended
that the English Ambassador at Munich shd. be written to make application
that the Prince of Bavaria would give it up to the King.

When Sir Thos. applied to the King to appoint Robt. Smirke [Junr.]
to the Office [of Treasurer to the Royal Academy] His Majesty said, He
knew the appointment was in his gift, but that he waved his own partiali-
ties to gratify the wishes of the Academy. Y

Prince Metternich had been informed of Sir Thos. Having been
elected President of the Royal Academy and congratulated him upon it.*®

* As Sir Thomas Lawrence, P.R.A., has figured prominently throughout the eight volumes
of the Farington Diary, it may not be at this stage out of place to give a more or less comprehensive
summary of his position as a painter.

The subjoined article was written by me as a review of Sir Walter Armstrong's Life of Lawrence*
published in 1913.

Sir Walter Armstrong presents a clear, and on the whole fair idea of the character and art of
Sir Thomas Lawrence. If he reveals nothing new in either he has removed certain ornamental
trappings which, if they did not obscure the truth from people of insight, made a false impression
on those of duller perception. No other artist in our knowledge has so thoroughly established
himself in his work. All he ever knew, thought, or felt finds expression in his portraits. In them
there is little sign of deep intellectual analysis, no impulsive desire for spiritual or human emotion.
He was a courtier, but in his humility, Sir Thomas, unlike Vandyke, seldom saw his sitters in nobly
distinguished aspect. He flattered women, but his flattery, on rare occasions only, raised them
above the artificial sweetness and affected pose d la mode. Their mind or soul seldom moved him
to high endeavour. In several portraits of men—those of * Warren Hastings"" and “ Southey,"
for example, his perceptive faculties seem to have been quickened by some, perhaps unconscious,
regard for their personality. His * blank inability to create '’ is less apparent in these two canvases
than in pompous effigies like the * Viscount Castlereagh™ and the “ George IV,'" of the Vatican.
The sketch of * William Wilberforce® in the National Portrait Gallery also shows considerable
sympathy with the temperament of his subject. His best portraits of women are extremely graceful,
some haunting in their beauty, but in the main they are theatrical in action and sentimentalised
to Book of Beauty adornment. Though French rather than English in style, his portraits of women
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are flimsy in structure compared with those painted on the other side of the Channel at the same
period. His ladies whether they sit or stand, invariably have the * bend *' complained of by Min
Farren, and his poverty of invention is evident in his pictures of children. They are nearly always
arranged in self-conscious attitudes, like the philosophic *“ Master Lambton ** and the group called
* Nature,”" where his love of posturing results in the clumsy angle of the younger Calmady’s arm,
and the hand growing out of the elder girl's hair. Among the least unaffected of his portraits of
children are the pensive head of anolcnn'i son, the * Duc de Reichstadt,’" ** Julia Peel,”" after-
wards Countess of %me}r, and ** Pinkie"" [which was sold to Sir Joseph Duveen in 1926 for, it was
said, 74,000 guineas].

As a eolourist Sir Thomas is frigid and monotonous compared with the Venetians or his own
countrymen, Reynolds and Gainsborough. In design he gave little proof of spontaneity of thought
or monumental rhythm, while, instead of masterly draughsmanship, he had a splendid virtuosity,
which waspften robbed of its freshness by uncertain labour, as we shall see.

That he was a brilliant artist cannot be denied, but his limitations were greater than his positive
power of expression. As Sir Walter Armstrong says, he was held down * not so much by the weight
of his mannerisms and apparent affectations as by the absence of that overpowering impulse towards
creation through self-expression which must be at the root of all great art.”” It may be that Lawrence
suffered from so ordering his life that no leisure remained for the study of the great Venetians,
Dutchmen, and Spaniards. Such intercourse might have ripened his colour sense, and helped to
free him from sentimentality and the incoherent relation of facts. On the other hand, it might
have been the means of reducing his individuality to mere mechanical representation, for Lawrence's
talent was imitative rather than assimilative. This was seen in his carly efforts in the manner of
Reynolds and his futile attempts at composition in the ** grand style.”

The fact 15, Lawrence suffered from the defects of precocity—in his case the most disastrous
was the moral instability inherited from his Micawber-like father. All the persistence derived
from his excellent mother was not strong enough to defend him against his * incapacity to lay out
his time, to concentrate his own powers, to prosecute a task to the end when it had lost its initial
charm." Sir Walter in his admirable chapter * The Art of Lawrence," further says that Sir Thomas
was a true son of his parents, but the characteristics they handed down to him did not blend to
form one whole. * His virtues were numerous and his vices few, both as an artist and a social unit ;
but he was without that solid centre to which the details of character have to bear a certain well-
defined harmonising relation before we can feel ourselves in the presence of a great person.” On
the whole, this is a just summing up of Lawrence as man and artist. He was the last and the least
of the famous painters, beginning with Hogarth, who raised British art in the Eighteenth Century
almost to the commanding position it occupied in Europe in Pre-Reformation days. Lawrence him-
self was aware of his true standing as an artist. In a letter to his brother he said :

* I can never expect that the labours of my pencil will have so great an interest at any future
time as they now have, nor their superiority be so generally acknowledged."

Exhaustive research is not one of Sir Walter Armstrong’s qualities. Of course, he supplics data
sufficient to illustrate his case for and against Lawrence. There are sources of information which
he might have drawn on, however, that would have furnished additional evidence of the artist’s
popularity, industry, and laborious methods. In the Lettres de Prince de Metternich d la Comiesse
de lieven, published in Paris four years ago, are several references to Lawrence when he was painting
on the Continent in 1818-19. In one Metternich says that it took Lawrence * three hours to finish
his right eye,” and he computed that if the artist required as long a time for the rest of his features
** ils vieilliront plus qu'ils ne le sont pas, avant la fin du tableau. L’wil droit, au reste, a parfaitement
réussi; je ne puis m'empécher d'y reconnaitre le mien."” At another sitting Lawrence worked
for two hours on Metternich's right hand. On the 17th of January, 1819, the Prince wrote that he
had the last sitting for the head. ** La Bouche est changée,’” he said, *le sardonisme a disparu ;
je suis tout bon. Je crois, au reste, le portrait parfait ; je voudrais pouvoir le rendre parlant : que
des choses il aurait A te dire.”” Indeed, so much did Lawrence alter the portrait that Metternich
began to fear that the artist ** ne l'ait un peu trop mostonnd.”’

In January, 181g, Lawrence began a large drawing of Princess Clémentine, one of Metternich's
daughters, in preparation for an oil painting of her. The sketch was * parfait,’’ and when the painting
was completed in Italy Lawrence sent it from Florence to Metternich, who received it five days
before the Princess died (May 6, 1820). The portrait was unpacked and shown to the dying
girl, who smiled and said : * Lawrence semble m'aveir peinte r le ciel, puisqu'il m'a
entourée de muages."” She wished the portrait to be placed at her bedside. * Mais,"" declared
her father, “le portrait et été trop cruel pour nous; on ne peut mettre ainsi l'une & cbté
de l'autre la vie et la mort.” This portrait, which represents the Princess as * Hebe with the
Eagle," was greatly admired by her father, who thought it so charming, * réellement si jolie," that if
she herself ever came to Rome, where Lawrence and the picture then were (June, 131g), " elle
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This night abt. 12 oclock, a number of Rabble passed through the
streets calling for a general illumination, knocking at doors and breaking
windows, such is the Phrenzy raised by the arrival of the Queen and the
fomentors of disturbance.

Praise For Constable

June 9.—Constable called, & shewed a very flattering criticism pub-
lished in a newspaper highly paneygerising his landscape in the Exhibition.
He spoke of the report of a Gentleman who saw the Queen at Marseilles.
She then wore a Man’s Hat and had a Coloured handkerchief round her
neck. She had short petticoats and Hessian Boots. Her appearance was
very masculine.

Illuminations again took place this evening from the general appre-
hension of the windows being otherwise broken by the Mob.—But Soldiers
paraded Charlotte St and checked the mischievous strollers.

June 13.—A Lady in Charlotte St Fitzroy square—I was this day
informed, died of fright in consequence of the brutal attacks of the Mob
who were calling out for illuminations for the Queen. She was playing
Cards at 12 oclock when the rioting began & died at § oclock in the
morning.

Trade in Lancashire

June 18,—T'rade is in a better state in Lancashire : the people are
employed, and Radicalism is on the decay.—America, they sd. is in a
much worse state than England, & will be still worse than at present,
their shipping trade being greatly reduced.—The opposition of the
Radicals to the building of 3 new Churches at Manchester appeared to be
succesful on the first show of numbers at a General meeting, but a Serutiny
being demanded a Majority of the approvers for building the Churches
was decided the matter.—

Negotiation with The Queen

June 25.—Sir T Lawrence called & we had much conversation respect-
ing the negotiation with the Queen. He said the Ministers are pledged
not to retract the conditions they have laid down, therefore if concessions
are to me made to the Queen they must resign their situations ; while,
on the contrary, the opposition could yield what the Queen requires viz :
her name to be introduced into the Litany,—and she to be introduced to
foreign Courts as Queen of England. —

Object, Revolution

He concurred with me in thinking these are fearful times and thought
the object was Revolution. He is feared what strumpet audacity may be
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July 9.—Queen’s business irritates & agitates the people,—the Mass
disposed to cry against Government,—the Public mind very discontented.

A National Gallery Picture

R. & Mrs R. West called. Sale of pictures & prints & drawings, with
a few exceptions, went off very unfavorably—many bought in Acteon,
by Titian knocked down at [1700—reserved price £2900.—now proposed
to new colour the front & back Drawing rooms and to hang up the Titian’s,
—Guido (Christ’s head)* &c and to let them be sold by private contract,—
no more auctions,—wd. not again suffer the anxiety attending such sale.—
Henderson (not Christie) recd. all the money for articles sold.

July 10.—Sir T Lawrence called & we had conversation abt. the
Queen’s business. He said, there appears to be no doubt of her guilt in
the minds of the Lords in Opposition, though they differ from Ministers
as to the course of proceeding.—He mentioned an atrocious scene between
Her Majesty & Bergamo at an Hotel or Inn in the Milanese. She now, it
is believed employs Cobbett to write for her, & her reply to the City
address is reported to have been written by him.

Sir T. Lawrence and the Popular Cry

July 12.—In consequence of the Alderman’s intercourse with the
Queen, he had been pestered with applications for sitnations in her
establishment. Wood’s interference in her affairs was caused by his Son
while travelling in Italy being introduced to her which led to communica-
tions with his Father.—Sir T' Lawrence thought the Popular Cry for the
Queen was lessening, at least among the higher classes. Lord Lansdowne
does not think there was any impropriety in sending a Commission to Italy
to enquire into her conduct.—He was supported in his opinion *‘ that if
she be found guilty, Parliament will not allow her the income which was
proposed to Her—/ 50,000 pr. annm.

The King's Letters

R Price spoke of it as a fact, that a fortnight before her arrival Mr
Brougham, her Attorney General, said, in company, that Ministers could
not wish more than he did that she wd. remain abroad.—He is supposed
by some not to like the business he has to do.—R Price [says] she has a
mass of letters written by the late King,—the Duke of Kent &c bearing
upon the present King’s conduct, but Lord Grey & others object to
recrimination on acct. of any of his former improprieties.—8ir T Lawrence
sd. the Queen’s conduct & proceedings had been such that they thought
her mad.—

* This picture ** Ecce Homo ** was bought in afterwards at [733, and was purchased later by
Samuel Rogers who left it to the nation in 1853,
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Solicitor General Copley is considered more able than the Attorney
General Gifford. '

September 13.—The newspapers today announced the death of the
Dowager Marchioness of Thomond on Sunday last at Baylis near Windsor
aged 69. She was niece & heiress to Sir Joshua Reynolds. [See Index
Previous Volumes.]

Conversation

September 15.—Some conversation at tea abt. Persons at Bath.
Mrs Piozzi, aged 80 gave a Ball on the occasion.—Miss Wroughton at 76
still handsome.

September 16.—At breakfast Coll. Brown sd. the average income of
the Master of the Ceremonies at the Upper rooms, Bath, does not at
present amount to (1000 pr. annm. and he has many outgoings from that
sum which he receives. Formerly the office produced f2500. Private
parties engross the fashionable people. They, perhaps, look into the
Rooms for half an hour & then proceed to some private party. Coll.
Brown, sd. Miss Wroughton opened the first Ball at the Upper Rooms
in 1770.

The King at Cowes

September 21.—Misi Ward [called] and reported that the King had
invited the following persons to dine with him today on board the Royal
George Yatch lying off Cowes, Lord Grantham—Hon. Richd. Ryder—Sir
George Thomas—Sir John Cox Hippesley—Revd. Dr Hooke—Mr George
Ward, & Mr John Nash.

Sir Benjn. Bloomfield is not with the King. His Majesty said today
‘ Bloomfield has made himself ill by attending to my affairs.

We dined # after 4. West Cowes was illuminated this evening. in
honor of the King.—

September 22.—An address was this morning presented to the King
on board the Royal George Yatch by Seven of the principal House Holders
of West Cowes.—The Yatch afterwds. sailed towards Portsmouth but in
returning abt. three oclock got on ground & had to wait for the rising
tide to be again afloat. On first coming from Portsmouth His Majesty
was sea sick and threw off a good deal of bile but on the following day felt
much better for this relief.—

Lord Normanby and the Actress

At our home tea Mrs Green mentioned upon good authority that
while Lord Normanby was under age he made a decided offer of marriage
to Miss O'Neil, the celebrated actress,—This letter she very considerately
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sent to His Father, Lord Mulgrave, who returned a very coarte & furious
answer, threatening to disinherit his Son if he persisted and to cast him
off altogether. After the proper conduct of Miss O’Neil the manmer in
which Lord Mulgrave expressed himself was thought a very ungracious
return for her candour.—

Lord Normanby was married to another Lady soon after he came of
age.—He was returned M.P. for Scarborough in the present Parliament
but shewing a disposition to act in opposition to the Ministry (His Father
being a Member of the Cabinet) he resigned his Seat and his Uncle
General Phipps was again elected for that Borough.—

Sir Robert Chambers

September 25.—In various conversations with Coll. Brown He has
given me the following information—

The late Sir Robert Chambers who was long Chief Justice at Calcutta,
was born at Newcastle upon Tyne.—His Mothers name was Metcalfe,
and she was sister to Coll. Brown’s Mother.—Sir Robert was Principal of
New-Inn, Hall, Oxford when he was only 26 years old. He was born,
Augt. j0th.—1739, and in March 1774 married Miss Wilton, only daughter
of Joseph Wilton, Sculptor, a Royal Academician, she being then [Jany.
30, 1774] only 16 years old. Having been appointed a Puisne Fudge to
act at Calcutta He immediately sailed for that City. He was afterwds.
appointed Chief Justice in the room of Sir Elijah Impey.

A Judge's Emoluments

He returned to England in 1807 or 1808—& having been a Judge
resident in India more than Seven years, he had from the East India
Company the Pension allowed to a retired Chief Justice viz: 3500 pr.
annm.—a retired Puisne Judge has a pension of f2000 pr. annm. . . .
When Sir Robert first went to India after saving some thousand pounds,
he built some houses in Calcutta, which he let well & afterwards sold to
advantage. The full salary of a Chief Justice at Calcutta is 6000 pr.
annm.—a Puisne Judge has [5000 pr. annm. —with oeconomy each may
save £1000 pr. annm.—The Salary is payable in England or in India.—

Coll. Brown was born at Newcastle upon Tyne, in 1767 he was at
school with Lord Eldon, and left school in 1769—and in 1770 sailed for
India in a Ship commanded by Captn. Horne. He was then 14 years old.
In this Ship Mr (Sir John) Macpherson also was a Passenger, and Sir
John D’oyley also went out a passenger having been appointed a write to
Bengal.—The Valuable appointment he (Sir John) obtained was Resident
(Ambassador). He returned to England in 1785 and was then supposed
to be worth—toward [200,000.—
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Begum is the Title of a Princess—Bow-Begum, is the Title of the
Queen Mother, Nabobs are Mahommedans, Rajahs are Hindoos, Hindoos
are universally believers in Transmigration. Their Scruples about destroy-
ing animal life are therefore extreme.—They refuse to drink wine, but
will drink the juice of grapes which have been kept till they are intoxicated.
So will the Mahommedans.—The Juice of the Palmyra tree they collect,
which, after standing 3 or 4 hours is intoxicating.

The Hindoos are the Ab Origines of the Country ; the Mahommedans
are intruders. They have strong prejudices against each other and the
British Government avails itself of their hostile feeling which prevents
their coalescing in opposition to it. The Mabrattas are Hindoos.—The
food of the Hindoos is rice. Native troops employed by the British
Government includes both Mahommedans and Hindoos.

There are 33 Casts of Hindoos.—In manufactures and various employ-
ments they are confined by their Customs to be what their Fathers &
preceding ancestors were, viz: Carpenters,—Taylors &c &c. Hindoos
cannot marry out of their Cast.

In military service they may be fully depended upon. They will
follow their Officers into any danger. No Mahommedan or Hindoo can
be promoted above the rank of Lieutenant Coll. and as such, on service,
he may be commanded by the youngest British Ensign.

Palanquins

Palanguins are the only conveyances for travelling by land. Eight
Bearers belong to each Palanquin which is carried upon two poles having
Bearers two before and two behind the Palanquin. At the end of four
miles the Bearers are relieved by other four Bearers. Eight miles form a
stage, another set of Bearers then takes up the Palanquin.—Two extra
persons also attend the Palanquin and carry Provision & what else may
be required. The Bearer or Bearers carry Sticks with rings or bells upon
them which cause a jingling sound, & these and lighted torches prevent
the approach of wild beasts.—The Tiger springs at his prey. If he misses
striking it or fails in the attempt he makes off : He does not pursue his
object.—The Leopard is also frequent in India. He can climb trees like
a Cat, which the Tiger cannot.—The Lion is also sometimes seen in India.

In Benares

Chunar, where Coll. Brown was stationed, is in the Province of
Benares. The Head of this Government has the Title of Rajah.—
Chunar is 480 miles from Calcutta if gone to by land,—but 700 miles
by water.—Becarers of Palanquins are paid by Government. Their pay
is 4 rupees (10 shillings) per month. With this money they provide
themselves with everything,—food, Clothing &c.—The Traveller has
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nothing to do with them as payment, but when inclined makes them a
small gratuity.—The Traveller pays at the rate of a rupee (2s. 6d) per
mile.—That is the settled price. Bearers are always Hindoos of one of
the 36 Classes. They travel, a sort of trot, about 4 miles an hour.—
Hindoos cannot marry out of their own class. The Parents of Children
betroth them to each other in infancy, and when the girl is 10 or 12 years
old she is claimed by her husband.—

Sir John Royds, one of the Puisne Judges in India, died, it was thought,
of a broken heart in consequence of not being [appointed] to the Chief
Justiceship at Calcutta [which] was vacant.

Sir Robert Chambers, before he went to India, was offered the appoint-
ment of Attorney General of Jamaica. It was reckoned to be worth
£9000 pr. annm.—He consulted his Uncle, Coll. Brown’s Father, respect-

ing it, who advised him not to accept it as his constitution wd. not bear
the climate.

Language Spoken

The Persian is the language spoken at the Courts of the Nabobs. It
is very guttural to speak it. Many Europeans understand it but are not
understood by the natives when speaking it.

Coll. Brown recommended ““ Cambridge’s History of India ”—* Dow's
history of Hindustan.”

The Mahommedans are only as one to an Hundred Hindoos. The
latter now under the controul of the British Government are reckoned
to amount to 8o millions,—The notion that the Hindoos have of the Eas¢
India Company [is] that it is an old woman.

The Sepoys

The Native army (Sepoys) in British pay is recruited from the lower
orders of the people. No persons of rank or family are admitted. The
Sepoy Officers are all taken from the ranks of Common Soldiers, and when
promoted to the different degrees from Ensign to Lieutenant Colonel,
they still, when not on military duty mix equally with the Common
Soldiers.—The fortitude of the Sepoys is admirable. They do not fear
death. When condemned to be shot for some crime, and ordered to be
tied to a gun with their backs to the muzzle (mouth) of the gun, Coll.
Brown has known them to desire to be placed with their faces to the
gun.—

Wellesley’s Palace

Marquiss Wellesley built a Palace at Calcutta which cost the East
India Company [180,000—& he wrote home for furniture to an equal
amount of expence.—He employed an Italian Architect to make a design
for this palace, but when possessed of the design he put it into the hands
of Mr Wyatt, a Lieutenant of Engineers, to execute it.
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Lord Erskine’s Marriage

Lord Erskine has had several children by a woman® he kept and some-
time since in order to legitimatise them he took their Mother to Scotland
to marry her. His eldest Son being apprised of his Fathers intention set
off to endeavour to prevent it but Lord Erskine effected his purpose by
disguising himself in an old woman’s dress. He resides at Hampstead
where it is said the woman he has thus married domineers over him.
Though by disposition he is an oeconomist, he has by indulging his passions
impoverished himself.

End of the Queen’s Case

November 10.—Lord Liverpool this day gave up further proceedings
on the Queens trial.

November 11.—Frank Green called & we talked of the illuminations
last night in consequence of the Bill against the Queen being given up.
He has been an opposer of the Bill in his sentiments upon it for various
reasons but he said he has no doubt of her guilt.

November 12.—Benjn. & Mrs B West called. We had conversation
on the prevailing subject. They informed me that Mr John Nash, the
Architect wd. not illuminate, but his windows were not broken. Speaking
of his hospitable and expensive manner of living, they said it was [not]
his choice but that of Mrs Nash and that he said He ed. live happily in
a single room having his books about him. He goes to bed early & by
inclination wd. at g oclock. L Coxe called.

Westall sd. that Samuel Rogers told him that the Marchioness of Bath
had asked him whether “ He thought there was single person in the
Kingdom who really thought her innocent? —Rogers thinks with
ourselves. :

Farington Robbed

Between 5 & 6 oclock this evening while I was at dinner in the Drawing
Room, the Street door was opened by Thieves who went into the front
parlour. Being, it is supposed, alarmed by ringing the Bell, they escaped
taking away with them my best Great Coat, & Covering great Coat,
which were in Drawers in the side-board.

Constable’s “ Waterloo Bridge ”

November 21.—Constable brought a new begun picture, *“ A view
on the Thames on the day of opening Waterloo Bridge ™. At his request

* Lord Erskine married as his second wife Susan (Mary) Buck and by her had one son, Hampden,
who was born on December 5, 1827.



1820] Irish Artists 269

for my opinion I recommended to him to proceed on & complete for theé
Exhibition a subject more corresponding with his successful picture
exhibited last May.—

He told me that his Father in Law, Mr Bicknell, Solicitor to the
Admiralty informed him that he did not apprehend there wd. be a change
of Ministry; & that he believed Ministers did not mean to institute
proceedings against Political Libellers, but to let the matter take its
course & trust to the virtue and good sense of the people of the Country.

Irish Artists

November 22.—Sir T. Lawrence called in the evening & brought
papers recd. by him from Mr Charles Grant, viz: a letter from Mr
Comerford [John] a Miniature [Painter] in Dublin, to Mr Grant, in his
official character as Secretary for Ireland, in which he objects to a plan
formed by Irish Artists to obtain a Royal Charter of Incorporation. Mr
Grant referred this letter to the Artists who requested the Charter and
they animadverted upon the unsatisfactory reasoning of Mr Commerford
who in a third paper observed upon their reply.—These papers were sent
by Mr Grant to Sir T. Lawrence for his opinion. He wrote to me while
I was [at] Cowes on the subject & desired some information which he
sent & he now desired I wd. consider the papers & give him my opinion
previous to his writing to Mr Grant.—He sd. Mr Shee had written a
letter on the subject to the Artists of Ireland approving their desire to
have a Charter,—and Sir T. Lawrence was also in favor of it.—He left
the papers with me.

Fees of Medical Men

November 23.—Dr Hayes called and spoke of the practice of eminent
men. He said, Ashley Cooper is believed to get 22,000 pr. annm. and
Dr Babington as much, but their labour is incessant. Dr Baillie he reckons
to get [10,000 pr. annm.—he has double fees (2 guineas) as he will not
attend a patient with another medical man attending, if not a Physician,
a Surgeon or Apothecary to give it the appearance of a consultation.—
Mr Cline has made a large fortune & having lost his Son a very promising
young man aged 27—or 8 has only one daughter. The relaxation which
A. Cooper has by going to his farm some distance from London every
Saturday night & he returns on Monday morn’g at a very early hour.—
The late Dr John Hunter, the celebrated Surgeon allowed himself only
four hours sleep in the night and one hour after dinner.—

November 28.—Wm. Daniell sd. Murray—the Bookseller, had
offered Captn. Parry 1000 guineas for his acct. of his voyage to the North
Pole.
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I declared publicly my opinion. I said a majority appeared to be for the
purchase. Shee was adverse and spoke several times. Turner spoke for
the purchase. At 1/z past and being weary of hearing tedious debating
I left the room and returned home.

December 13.—5ir Thos. Lawrence wrote to inform me that he got
to the Academy at 10 last night, and found that a Ballot had taken place
and that all the members except Shee and Thomson voted for the purchase
of the prints.

James Ward and The Duke

December 14.—Ward I called on and saw many of his pictures.
He told me He had given an impression of every plate He had executed
in Mezzotinto to the British Museum. They amounted to 400. He also
spoke of the difficulties and discouragement he experienced when he
commenced Painting, that he suffered in his health from anxiety to
obtain excellence.

He mentioned his being employed by the Duke of Northumberland
and that he was at Alnwick 3 weeks the last Autumn. He gave a most
favourable report of the Duke and Duchess as having the best principles
religious and moral, and their habits as being perfectly consistent with
their professions.

Parliamentary Reform

December 18.—R. West spoke of the disturbed state of the country.
He said Parliamentary Reform is the change called for, but not Revolution ;
that the Spencean Plan of dividing the National Property is not now
spoken of ; the Queen is used by the Radicals to suit their purpose in
keeping up discontent. The King, he said, is very unpopular, and he is
spoken of as being very passionate. Such is the report among the un-
informed.

An Evil Spirit in the Country

December 20.—We talked of the evil spirit which prevails in this
Country. It was noted how much Political party spirit operates regardless
of true principle—at Hemel Hempstead for instance an attempt was
made to illuminate for the Queen’s acquittal, but though it contains
4000 inhabitants only 8 houses were illuminated. Lord Essex who lives
8 miles from the town sent money and endeavoured to excite rejoicings.
He paid for a dinner but those who attended he sent chiefly from other
parts. Happily he is counteracted by Lord Bridgewater who resides
4 miles from Hempstead and is of an opposite disposition and by his
public spirit in employing the labouring people greatly relieves the burthen

of Poor rates.
The Marquess of Salisbury

The noble conduct of the Marquiss of Salisbury was spoken of. He
was lately offered a very large sum for the presentation to a Rectory
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(Hatfield, I think) the incumbent being in a dying state but he refused
it and gave it to the Curate a poor man with a large family, who had
acted as Curate § years. He has been Lord Lieutenant of Herts 50 years
and has given such general satisfaction that a piece of plate is to be
presented to him all parties concurring in approbation of his conduct.

Lady Mary Bentinck Talks

December 22.—Lady Mary Bentinck I called on today and sat an
hour with her. She afforded me much satisfaction by informing me that
the King is really satisfied with the conduct of ministers respecting the
Queen, and that they are steady in their purpose to go on the way they
judge most proper. Mr. Canning has resigned on acct. of the delicacy
he feels from his having formerly been her Majesty’s adviser, but he
continues in friendship with administration as before.

The levity of the Queen in her behaviour was manifested at an early
age. The first time that she was admitted to her Father, the Duke of
Brunswick’s table, her behaviour was such that afterwards she was made
to sit between #wo ladies. After her separation from the Prince of Wales
her residence was at Blackheath and she was accustomed to visit her
Mother who after the death of her husband also resided there. The
County Dowager of L., an old acquaintance of the Duchess, happened
to be with her when the Princess made one of these visits, and was surprised
at the indecorous levity of her behaviour, which caused her Mother to
notice it after she was gone, adding, * It is always so

After the first investigation into her conduct, though she was acquitted
enough was proved to cause all communication with the female part of
the Royal Family to cease. While she was confined after the birth of the
Princess Charlotte, the Prince of Wales who had been disgusted with her
manners spoke favourably of her and said allowances shd be made for her
on acct. of her having been misled by Lady Jersey and others, but after
recovering her manners continued the same and highly disagreeable to
the Prince. She is treated by those now abt her at Brandenburgh House
with little respect.

Rising Lawyers

December 25.—Smirke I dined with, an annual family party. Edwd.
Smirke told me that Sir John Copley (the Solicitor General) has risen
much in Professional reputation by the ability he displayed on the Queen’s
trial. The Attorney General was thought brow-beat by the Queen’s
Council but recovered somewhat on his making his summing up speech.
Sir John Copley [afterwards Lord Lyndhurst] is looked to as a very rising
man. Brougham is, since the trial, more employed. Denman has also
gained by it, but he was before well employed.
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of these daughters unmarried. They reside in Audley Square and with
them Mrs. Harpur, a respectable Lady who accompanies the elder daughters
when they go into Company. The eldest daughter is married to the Earl
of Errol. The Duke of Clarence shews great attention to them. They
dine with the Duke and Duchess every day when there is no particular
engagment,

Collins I called on and saw two of his pictures intended for the coming
Exhibition. Mr. Watts Russell and Chantrey were there. The latter
told me that Turner has no picture for the Exhibition this year, and that
he has not a single commission for a picture at present. He added, allud-

ing to his being in good circumstances, *“ He can do very well without
any commission.”

Position of Full Length Portraits

April 12.—Royal Academy I went to at ten of clock, and found Sir T.
Lawrence, Smirke, Cowper, Collins, Hilton and Wilkie examining the
Architectural drawings.

It was suggested to day that it might be an advantage to the whole
length portraits were brought nearer the eye by lowering the Line on
which they were placed one foot which proposal was adopted.

Wine Drinking

Fuseli told me to day that George Nicol of Pall Mall, the Bookseller,
dined at Mr. Coutts lately (Fuseli being present), and there declared
himself to be 8o years old, and added that he always took care to have
good Port wine. Fuseli remarked that he took a sufficient quantity of
that and of Claret also at Mr. Coutts, who, himself, drinks § or 6 full
sized glasses of wine every day at and after dinner, but he drinks nothing
else, no malt liquor or water, or if he takes any of the latter he drinks no
wine with it.

America

April 18.—Msrs. Coxe told me her Father’s name was Redmond. He
was an eminent Physician at Philadelphia. In her last visit to them 10 or
Eleven years ago they both died. The property she inherited from them
would have been possessed with more advantage had Mr. Coxe, her
husband, gone to America, but being disgusted with what he experienced
in that country in consequence of the American War he wd not return,
and she lost by remitting her money, to a disadvantage. Her political
sentiments are quite loyal English. She said that while she was on her
last visit to America, Philadelphia, where she resided, she was always in
the best company and in one instance only were her feelings offended by
anything political being said.
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before which as a Biographer he could not avoid noticing without giving
a manifestly pastical statement that he now wished to decline the under-

taking.
Medical Treatment

May 13.—Dr. Painter told me that a new system has been for 10
years or more adopted with respect to bleeding patients. Formerly on
the appearance of Typhus or Scarlet fever bleeding was considered
dangerous, but now in the early stage of these diseases bleeding is adopted
with success. It mitigates the affects of the disease.

He spoke of Fistula and said it is only necessary to cut when the
Fistula approaches the intestines. ;

It was Dr. Armstrong, who is now living who recommended the new
system of bleeding in cases of Typhus or Scarlet fever.

John Smith spoke of the extraordinary cheapness of live sheep and
lambs at this Season. He had bought some sheep at Farnham for gs. 6d.
each, which he had turned into Poyk Park and in 3 months they will be
in a fit state to kill. These low prices, he said, bear hard upon the agri-
culturist.

Sale of Sir Joshua Reynolds’s Pictures

May 22.—Mr. Palmer said he was one of the Executors of his sister,
the late Marchioness Thomond. He spoke with great satisfaction of the
sale of Sir Joshua Reynolds’ pictures at Christie’s on Friday and Saturday
last. He said that before the sale he should have been well satisfied to
have had fgooo for the whole. They sold for more than £15,000.

The King and Sir Astley Paston Cooper

May 30.—From communication with the relatives of Astley Cooper,
the eminent Surgeon, Mrs. Girdlestone learned that the King bore with
great steadiness the operation performed by Mr. Cooper who removed a
swelling formed on his Majesty’s head. Mr. Cooper was occupied Eleven
or twelve minutes in removing the tumour. After it was done, Cooper,
meaning to compliment the King, said, “ not a man in yr. Majesty’s
army could have suffered such an operation with more patience than yr.
Majesty has done.” The King, as if he felt that such courage was not

expected, coldly replied “ all our family have been noted for their forti-
tude ”; but thinking he might hurt the feelings of Cooper he afterwards
spoke pleasantly to him.

May 31.—Sir Thomas Lawrence spoke of the fine Copy [by Marco
D’oggionno] of the celebrated picture of “ The Last Supper *, painted
by Leonardo da Vinci. He said the Original now at Milan he saw there
and found it so much injured that the Head of our Saviour is the only
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Prince Leopold and Leipsic

June 4.—Sir Thos. Lawrence told me that Prince Leopold sat to
him yesterday for a whole length in Garter robes. He spoke of the Prince
as being full of conversation. He said he was in the German army at the
battle of Leipsic, which might have been sooner gained had not the
Germans been afraid of the French commanded by Buonoparte. The
armies in the field amounted to 70,000 men and the Germans had a
Majority of 60,000.

Battle of Waterloo

The Duke of York sat for his portrait to Sir Thes. Lawrence a few
days ago. He spoke of the battle of Waterloo and said that the infantry
in one part of the Action properly supported the Cavalry. The battle
would have been gained by 2 o’clock, but it would in that case have been
a retreat of the French with power to fight another battle and not a final
extinction of them as an Army unfit to resume a form to face their enemy.
The infantry who failed to do their duty were young Soldiers who had
lately joined the British army.

The Duke of Marlborough

June 5.—Mr. Charles Bowles of North Aston, Oxfordshire, called.
He spoke of his continuing to amuse himself in painting ship pieces,
and I complimented him on a picture he now has in the Exhibition.

He spoke of his neighbour, the Duke of Marlborough who, he said,
resides at Blenheim, but his affairs are in a very bad state and his conduct
very improper. The Duchess has not lived with him for two years or
more. He has taken a girl born in low life at Woodstock, and she is now
in his keeping. It was unhappy for him that the late Duchess, his own
Mother, had an antipathy to him, and her influence over the Duke was
very great, and he showed his partiality to his younger Son now Lord
Churchill by alienating the estate of Whichwood and making it Lord C’s
property and he now resides there,

Thorwaldston and Canova

June 6.—Having mentioned to Sir T. Lawrence the high encomions
of Lord de Dunstanville on the Danish Sculptor Thorwaldston and of
his being superior to Canova, he replied that an English party cried up
the former, but he was much inferior to the latter ; who Sir T, said was
the ablest Sculptor that had appeared since the Greeks. He said Thor-
waldston had executed with ability a freize * The entrance of Alexander
to Babylon ”, but had failed in other things,—female characters.
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Coll. Brown spoke of Greece and Constantinople. At the last place he
saw the process of preparing figs for exportation and sale. Five persons
are occupied in the process.

The first examines the Fig to see that it is sound. The second presses
the Fig. The third, dips the Fig in Salt Water. The Fourth, lays the
Figs in order. The Fifth packs them. The Sugar, candied, taste of the
Fig is caused by the Saccharine quality in the Fig.

Danger of Prolonged Sitting

Coll. Brown spoke of the ensuing Coronation and of the injury which
will be suffered from long confinement in Westminster Abbey and Hall.
He said, he suffered greatly from it a few years ago when the Knights of
the Bath were installed. People must expect to sit from 4, 5, 6 or 7 in
the morning till 7 in the evening. He said the late Lord Gage lost his
life by long confinement in St. Paul’s when the late King went there.
A suppression or Urine caused for a time a violent pain. He then became
easy. A mortification had commenced and he died the next morning.

Death of Napoleon

July 4.—* Napoleon Buonoparte died at St. Helena on the sth. of
May 1821 (thinks L. Coxe) at 6 o’clock in the morning. It appears that
he had been seriously indisposed, and confined for a Month preceding the
event, for which he was prepared—resigned—and seemed in all respects
happy. He died with a smile on his Countenance which the Officer
declared in his opinion (as it was of all about it) to be the finest ever beheld.
This Officer brought the dispatches. He saw Buonoparte opened.

“The fat on his chest was 1 1/4 inch thick. His stomach was so
diseased as to appear quite decayed. The Liver was so closely attached
to the Stomach as to require cutting away.

“ Buonoparte several times expressed his satisfaction in the air of the
place and on his treatment.”

James Moore’s Fortune
Morning Chronicle.  July 7, 1821.

July 7.— Mr. Carrick, Banker in Glasgow, who died there last week,
having no near relation, has left his fortune, with the exception of some
legacies of no great amount, to two distant relatives, Mr. Buchanan of
Drumpellier, and Mr. James Moore, Surgeon in London, Brother of the
late Sir John Moore. Mr. Moore gets the Galloway and Ayrshire estates,
reckoned worth f150,000; Mr. Buchanan who is residuary Legatee, is
supposed to have got a much larger portion, having the Lanarkshire
estates and the personals.”

The same newspaper announced the death of Richard Cosway, R.A.
He died on Wednesday last. He died in his carriage while taking an airing.
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Decline of Clifton

Miss Byon told me she was at Clifton near Bristol (I think), last
Summer and was much struck with the fine appearance of the new build-
ings, but in a fortnight she saw only 3 Invalids, owing to the Water of
the place being no longer recommended as formerly for Pulmonary
Complains. The Consequence is that the prices for houses and lodgings
is much reduced.

Napoleon After Death

July 8.—Sir T. Lawrence I dined with: no company. He showed
me 2 drawings made of Buonoparte after he was dead. They were trans-
mitted to Lord Bathurst, Secretary of State, who gave them to Sir Thomas.
One of them appeared to be made with close observation of his face. Sir
Thomas dined yesterday at Mr. Thos. Hope’s and there met Mr. Bankes,
Junr. of Corfe Castle, who mentioned that J. V. Denon, the superin-
tendant of the Academy of Arts, at Paris, had related to him an extra-
ordinary instance of Buonoparte’s ambition.

He asked David, the Painter, How long a picture could with care be
preserved. David replied 600 years. Buonoparte then said, “ bas™—
low, trifling—as comprehending so short a space only. Immortality
occupied Buonoparte’s mind.

Sir George Naylor, of the Herald’s Office, told Sir Thomas that the
King had directed that at the Coronation He (Sir Thos.) and Sir Humphrey
Davy, President of the Royal Society, should walk in the procession and
that their dress shd. be a full dress suit of Cloaths, Sir Thos. observed to
me that if so, he should see nothing of the effect of the ceremonies.

Sir Charles Long has introduced Chantrey to the King and his Majesty
18 to sit to him for his bust.

The Coronation Procession

July 10.—S8ir Thos. Lawrence stated that through Sir George Naylor
of the Heralds Office, he had obtained the King’s pleasure respecting the
Royal Academy at the Coronation. His Majesty had directed that Sir
Thos. as President shd. walk in the procession, but no other, and that he
shd. walk with Sir Humphrey Davy, President of the Royal Society.

Dulwich College

Wilkie having had conversation with John Allen, Master of Dulwich
College, respecting the annual dinner to be given to the Council of the
Royal Academy was told by him that there wd. not be a dinner given this
year as the expense of that last year exceeded the allowance for it. Wilkie
and Collins had in consequence referred to Mrs, Desenfans Will and found
she left the interest of [500 to defray the expense. They proposed also
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to inspect the Will of Sir Francis Bourgeois. I observed that if the expense
last year exceeded it might be attributed to the members of the College
having greatly increased.

Clamour in the Street

July 11.—Smirke called. His attention had been aroused by a number
of fellows blowing horns in the streets. He thought it might be clamour
abt. the Queen. She was at the Cobourg or Surrey Theatre on Monday
and last night at Drury Lane where in the Pit there was much clamour
for her—we were apprehensive that she and her party may cause much
disturbance at the Coronation by her appearance there which she threatens.

Holwell Carr

He informed me that the Revd. Holwell Carr* had been attacked with
Paralysis. He was walking in the ficlds when he suddenly fell and lay on
the ground till he was taken up and carried home, deprived of the use of
one side of his body. Thus, in this day, have two melancholy instances
of this dreadful malady been reported to me. What lessons to induce
Mankind to live in a state of perpetual preparation for such change as
may be befal us by living in all respects agreeably to the Holy Will of
Providence.

Coronation Festivities

July 19.—Mrs. Coxe I called on. Her husband had taken the Boys
to Hyde Park to see the festivities carrying on there,—a Boat race on the
Serpentine river, and a fair, an immense number of people were assembled
all very quiet and good humoured. At # past 8 the party including the
Boys, went to Hyde Park to see the fire works.—Mus. Coxe and myself
remained, and saw some rockets let off towards Primrose Hill. On my
return home abt. 10 o’clock, illuminations had commenced.

The Procession
July 20.—William Offley at breakfast spoke of the fine display at the

Coronation Procession. He tock his seat in the Central Pavilion at an
early hour in the morning and had Coffee at § o’clock, about half past 6
o’clock the Queen appeared. She had attempted to obtain entrance into
the Abbey but had been refused. He saw her cross the Procession Plat-
form. Lord Hood and a Lady or two were with her. He thought she
looked like a blowsy landlady. Her reception was very unfavourable.
“ Shame, Shame and “ Off, Off ”, was the general cry though a few cried
“ Queen.” He said she must now be convinced of her unpopularity with
the respectable part of the Community, and that she has only the notice
of the vulgar mob.

* Noted connoisseur who in 1831 bequeathed several fine paintings to the National Gallery.
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some knowledge of art,—of his becoming an apprentice for 7 years to a
person who employed him during that time in colouring prints. He
informed how he was enabled to go to Italy, and his whole story of his

progress was extraordinary. He appeared to be not more than 3o years
old.

The Duke of Devonshire and Sheridan

From the College Sir Thos. Lawrence took the party to Mr. Anger-
stein’s at Blackheath. We looked at the pictures, and a handsome cold
collation was set out of which we all partook. Mr. Angerstein then joined
and was very chearful. While the others walked to the Orangerie and
abt. the grounds Mr. Angerstein with whom I remained told me many
anecdotes. He spoke of the late Duke of Devonshire and his singular
habits ; of his laying in bed till the day was far advanced ; of his evening
visits to one house; and afterwards to Brooke’s Club, where he would
stay till 3 or 4 o’clock in the morning. Sheridan sometimes dined with
the Duke, who once noticed the quantity of wine he drank which was I

think he said 4 or § bottles.

July 27.—Mors. Sarah Edwards called, and I paid her £45 the Donation
voted her on Friday last by the Academy Council, being an increase of
£15 per annum. agreeably to an addition made to the Widow of an
Associate ; she having been put on that footing on acct. of the merits
of her late Brother and her virtuous attention to him. She spoke of her
decaying health, and said she had suffered more in the two last Winters
than in the whole of her preceding life.

She said she was 73 years old in October last. Her nephew is her
medical adviser. He was pupil to Sir Wm. Buzzard, the eminent Surgeon,
7 years. He prescribed Bark for her which she takes powdered, a tea
spoonful at a time and adds § drops of spirits of sulphur. She has derived
benefit from it, but uses it only when required, as otherwise its effect
might be weakened. He recommends Port wine, but she said “it is too
expensive ” for me to take but sparingly. She told all the income she has
excepting that which she receives from the Royal Academy is £10 annually
from her money in the Funds. BShe will now have an income of (53,
which will amply afford her to live comfortably.

She said that her late Brother’s* publication of * The Continuation
of Walpole’s Anecdotes of Painters ” had never produced her one shilling
profit. Sotheby, the Bookseller, the Publisher, said to her when she
applied to him, that he was much a loser by it. She locked very thin and
old, and complained of dibility, and of Her Stomach, and said she was
troubled with a cough, but she spoke of her sufferings with her usual
good sense and resignation to the lot of human life, and with pious feeling.

® Edwards Edwards; A.R.A. See Index of previous volumes.
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The Duke of Roxburghe

Mrs. Rupert Green called, and I paid her the Academy Donation
twelve guineas. She told me that Mrs. Green, widow of Valentine Green,
Associate of the Royal Academy, her late husband’s Father, allows her
one shilling a day and pays for her lodging. Mrs. Green’s daughter
fortunately married Sir James Ker, who became Duke of Roxburghe,*
and she now resides in Scotland with the Duke and Duchess. She said
the Duke is a most good hearted man and is now 85 years. His son by
this marriage is now abt § years of age. The Duke fitted out her Son for
the East Indies at an expense of abt. {400. She spoke also of Mrs. Green
as being of a kind disposition. Besides the allowance they occasionally
make her presents.

Fine Hogarth For The Academy

Vernon, the picture dealer, called and shewed me a small picture said
to be an internal view of the Artist’s Academy in St. Martin's Lane
painted by Hogarth. Sir Thos. Lawrence having seen said he wd. propose
to the Royal Academy Council to purchase it. [This fine picture was
bought by the Academy.]

Desbois I called on and he shewed me a repeating watch a seconds
addition which he sd wd not gain or lose more than 2 minutes in a month,
the price [85. ’

Life at Staines

July 28.—Raphael West called. He spoke of the benefit his daughter
derived from living in the Country. In London her health suffers. At
Staines, 28 miles from London, he has a house for which he pays [34
pr annm. and the taxes amount to abt f14. They have also good Society
among plain people of moderate fortunes.

Farington and Thomson

July 30.—Thomson I met at the Corner of Newman Street. We
joined and walked together and had a long conversation. He expressed
strongly his disappointment on hearing that Sir Thos. Lawrence intended
to make a separate Exhibition of his collection of foreign Potentates and
Ministers and Generals. He could not be reconciled to the propriety of
his doing it. He said, perhaps he, Thomson, carried his chivalrous ideas
of rejecting all views of self interest too far—it might be so but such was
his disposition. I told him I held a different opinion but had no expecta-
tion and that till Sir Thoes. had informed me of it being a measure pro-
posed to him by the King himself at Brighton I fully expected that the
pictures wd. in succession, be exhibited at the Royal Academy.

*® See Vol. V., p. 34 and note.
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Library. He spoke of the late Sir Robert Taylor, Architect, Father of
the present Michael Angelo Taylor, M.P. Mr Nash was pupil to him,
as were at the same time Sir John Leach, the present Vice Chancellor,
and Saml. Pepys Cockerell, Architect and Surveyor.—Sir Robert’s Father
was a Stone Mason. Sir Robert was first a Sculptor, then Architect. He
was accustomed to go to bed at 8 or g oclock, and rose at 3 in the morning.
At 5 oclock he called up his pupils; such was his activity. He had no
skill in drawing but made shift to get on. He went to Rome which might
give him more pretension in his profession.

After leaving Sir Robert Taylor, his pupil Sir John Leach, was tempted
to try the Law as a profession, and has risen to his present eminent
situation.

The late Mr Benjamin West having been a visitor to Mr Nash at East
Cowes Castle for some months 3 or 4 years ago, Mr Nash spoke of him.
He thought Mr West was not sufficiently abstemious, and in his diet and
in drinking wine he perhaps indulged too much. He thought Mr West
was partial to America, and that in relating things he had somewhat of
exaggeration in his statements.—He spoke of the room which he (Mr
Nash) had built for Mr West’s Sons in Newman Street to exhibit their
late Fathers pictures. He said the room was too far out of the way to be
visited as might be wished. He thought an offer might be made to
America to purchase the collection.

Nash’s Gallery in Regent Street

Mr. Nash described to me the gallery he had built in Regent Street.
Mr. Edwards, his relation, had united with him in building two houses
in that street, each of them to have one. The Houses join and to his Mr
Nash has formed a gallery. He said they had expended jjjg,ﬂm —Mr
Nash being in Paris saw some beautiful models of the finest remains of
ancient Architecture. They were executed by a French Artist who was
then in that City and Mr Nash commissioned him to make a set for him-
gelf and agreed to give him f1000. He has also employed an English
painter (Richard Evans) to copy the works of Raphael in the Logis at
Rome. Evans is now in that City proceeding on the work. Alexander
Day who has long been a resident in Rome had something to do with
Mr. Nash respecting works of art but his conduct has been unsatisfactory.
The Copies made in the Logis are meant to embellish Mr Nash’s

allery.
; M}; Nash spoke of his health which is generally good, but he is occasion-
ally subject to a pain in his right side, which the late Dr Frazer pronounced
to be a dumb Colic.—His object is to keep his body open ; he then is well.
The prevailing disposition of his to form Alkali, he therefore takes amda
The liquor Punch agrees with him.,
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