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Introduction ix

Lord Chatham believed in the fascination of words. Prince Hoare,
the writer, while a boy at Bath, and his brothers, frequently went to
Chatham’s house in the Circus to play with young Pitt, the future
Prime Minister, who at that time was about eight years old.

He often quarrelled with the other Boys; and while at play, was, on that account,
put intoe an adjoining room, from whence He issued while they were playing at marbles,
& with a large taw marble, He drove through their game.—His father, at that early age,
was accustomed to take Him into a room and there debate with Him,—and His young
mind was then so filled with ideas of Oratory, that one day while these Boys were walking
upon [Combe] down near Bath, with Mr. Wilson tutor to Ld. Chatham’s sons & after-
wards Canon of Windsor, Wm. Pitt said, He was glad He should not be a Lord. On

being asked by Mr, Wilson why He said so,—He replied, Because He could not then be
in the House of Commons & make Speeches like His Fatber.

Lord Melville told Sir Thomas Lawrence that Pitt ““was a greater
orator than his father and had the most virtuous nature of any man he
ever knew. He was as indolent as Fox and in business never attended to
details or to his own private affairs. Melville also gives a very interesting
self-portrait, and speaks of the evil disposition of the *“reds” in this
country during the French Revolution, and of their plots to murder the
King,%itt and himself,

Prime Ministers and their Secretaries led strenuous lives in those days.

Mr. Adams, Secretary to the Duke of Portland, goes every day at Eleven oClock in
the forenoon to the Duke & remains till 8 or § past 8 in the evening ; and, after dinner,
at Eleven oClock, He goes again to the Duke & remains till one, two, or three in the morn-
ing. Such is the life of a Secretary to a Prime Minister.—The Duke sits up to the time
mentioned, & is often up again at Eleven, notwithstanding He is so much an Invalid.

Here is a case for prohibitionists. Farington writes :

On my remarking [to Mr. Wharton, M.P. for Durham] that it seemed extraordinary
that the late Sittings of the House did not cause the deaths of many of its members con-
sidering How many Old, and tender constitutioned persons subject themselves to this
fatigue, He replied, That it is remarkable but true, That the last year during the Session,
only one member out of 641 of which the House consists, died, which was Admiral Rainier
at upwards of 80,—He said Those Members who are in the Habit of attending the House
much for the most part live temperately.—He added That there are but few who have
Carriages waiting at a late Hour ; the generality walk Home, and to this Old George Rose,
ascribes an advantage. He thinks they derive benefit, if, after being confined in the bad
air of the House, which it must be in the Winter Season when the windows are closed, they
walk a mile in air more pure & refreshing.

And it may be added that a well-known doctor declares to the
Diarist that *“ They who do not drink wine are much less susceptible of
cold than they who do, of that I am certain.”

There are entries referring to Canning, Castlereagh, Lord North,
Percival and Wilberforce. Law is amply represented. Farington
records a cause célébre in which the Duke of York and Mrs. Clarke are the
chief dramatis persone, and also gives interesting stories about other
men and women who created considerable stir in their day. In short,
no phase of life is omitted by the Diarist. Mrs. Hughes, an intimate
friend of Sir Walter Scott, pleasantly laments in an after-dinner talk









xii Introduction

He is never coarse.” Thus Mr. Hearne, while another artist held that
Gainsborough was superior to all other English landscape painters.
Farington informs us of Boydell’s intention to sell Gainsborough’s early
work, “ A Wood-Scene, Cornard, Suffolk ** (the interesting story of which
is told in a footnote), and that Sir Thomas Lawrence purchased for

300 from the famous publisher the  Mrs. Siddons as the Tragic Muse
by Sir Joshua Reynolds, which went recently to America at a huge price.
Anecdotes are given about Wilkie (who was a * true Scot ), Hoppner’s
anger and exigence, Haydon’s *“ habit of swearing,” Copley and the Prince
of Wales, Cosway’s skull of * Abelard,” Beechey and his knighthood,
John Constable, Sir Thomas Lawrence, the passion and tears of Nollekens,
and Richard Wilson, of whom the following amusing tale is told.

He had been invited to a gentleman’s House but when He approached it He turned
to an acquaintance and said ** Are there any young ladies 7 He was answered in the
affirmative. * Do they draw ? " continued Wilson. The reply was, “ Yes” ; “ Good
morning to you then,” sd. Wilson & turned away.

Dread of young ladies who ““ draw * is a common complaint in these
days of never-ending exhibitions.

Miscellaneous entries deal with the Elgin Marbles, Greeks and anatomy,
the rage for water-colours, the Admiralty and artists, bad architecture,
the formation of the Bridgewater Collection, artists and critics, Castle-
reagh and art, and Christie’s.

Among the actors who appear in the Diary are Mrs. Siddons, Mrs.
Pitt, J. P. Kemble, Young Betty, Matthews, Lewis and Madame Catalani,
the operatic singer, about whom a controversy began in the Morning
Post by “ A Friend of the British Drama » and was carried on until the
opening of the New Covent Garden Theatre at the increased prices, which
caused unfortunate riots for several weeks. The comments made by
the Morning Post correspondent were akin to the censure passed last
year on those responsible for bringing foreign performers to London
while British actors and musicians were idle.

Variety is given to the contents by the account of a tour through
Derbyshire, Lancashire and Cheshire. Farington’s nephew thought
Liverpool superior in appearance to Manchester, and the Diarist describes
two cases tried before his brother Richard, who was a magistrate. Two
men were bound over by him to keep the peace, they having been caught
by Police Officer Nagle about to fight a duel on Kersal Moor, and a young
married man who had lost his watch in a brothel also appeared. Nagle
had recovered the watch, and the owner, apologizing for his imprudence,
was admonished and given back his watch. Three boys aged thirteen,
fifteen and eighteen years were sworn in as soldiers. * The eldest was to
receive 16 guineas bounty money, but certain Cloaths were to be pur-
chased for Him & paid for out of it.—Boys of 15 they enlist if only §
feet one inch high.—Men of 20 they enlist if § feet 4 Inches.”

The concluding chapters of the volume narrate the very interesting
and delightful tour to the West Country made by Farington in 1809.



















































1808 The Communion Service 5

paupers only attended, & they might have a motive not rising out of the
duty, as the money collected is by custom always divided among such
paupers as attend at the Communion.—He thought it wd. be better
to have it administered once a month only.—

Dr. Cookson sd. He apprehended the reason why the Communion
Service was ordered to be performed in Cathedrals once every week was,
that at the period when the order was established, the number who
were disposed to attend the Communion was so great that it was ap-
pointed to be administered frequently to afford an opportunity to all
without making the number each time inconveniently great.—

The Curate Absconded

Dr. Cookson sd. that while assisting a Curate at Penrith in administer-
ing the Communion, He saw the Curate convey some of the money
collected into His waistcoat pocket,—but the act appeared to Him to
be so monstrous that He never mentioned it, scarcely crediting His
own eyes, till at an after period the Curate was pruve! to [be] caught
[taking] up a purse belonging to a Woman who came to [be] churched
after laying in, & having paid Her Church fees dropped Her purse.—
The fact being made public the Curate absconded & Cookson then men-
tioned what He had seen.—

Dr. Hughes spoke of the Honble. & Revd. Mr. Grey, Son to Lord
Stamford, who though posessed only of a moderate private preferment,
had refused a Deanery, a Prebendary of St. Paul’s, & a Canonry of
Windsor,—being contented with His present situation & plan of life.
He is a Bachelor.—

The Bishop of Salisbury then mentioned the Hon. & Revd. Dr. Finch,
Brother to Lord Aylesford, who He sd. Had refused three Deanerys &
other large preferment.—It was admitted by them that Sir Willm,
Scott’s bill to enforce residence had been productive of good.—It was
said that the Bishop of London makes great allowance in respect of
residence to such of the Clergy as hold livings in the unhealthy parts of
Essex,—but Curates must be upon the spot.—The Bishop said, that a
Page who had been abt. the Kings person near 3o years said, that the
King sleeps sound throughout the night, eats well, & is in uniform good
spirits & temper.—

Mr. Twining Junr.* & His wife came to tea & a rubber at whist was
made up, with Dr. Cookson, Mrs. Hughes & Mr. Twining Senr.—Abt.
4 past g the Bishop’s carriage came & He offered to set me down which
I accepted.

A Husband for Princess Charlotte

He said His family had already felt the benefit of residing in His new
House No. 6o, Seymour St. Portman Square, the situation & air being

* Richard Twining (1772-1857), son of Richard Twining (1749-1824), head of the
old tea business in the Strand and director of the East India Company.
Mrs. Hughes, wife of Dr. Hughes, was an intimate friend of Sir Walter Scott.









8 The Farington Diary [1808

opinion wd. be supported by the whole body of Physicians. Lord
J;lson, however, was anxious to have further advice, & having been
informed by Dr. Carter that Lord Trafalgar might be removed to London
with safety, it was determined upon, as Lord Nelson sd. shd. a Physician
be sent for from London He wd. prescribe & go away not waiting for the
effects. Accordingly Lord Trafaﬁgar was brought to London & Doctor
Baillie had little hope of His recovery. He daily became worse & on
Saturday last was reduced to such a state of lowness that Madeira &9
Brandy were given Him,—and on Sunday Brandy in greater quantities,
but on that night He died.—

Five days before He died He gave Himself up & said He should not
recover, & expressed Himself as being prepared to die as He was not
conscicus of having committed any great evil. He was sensible to the
last & died aged 19.—The Bishop further said, that today He found Lady
Charlotte Nelson, Lord Trafalgar’s sister, quite overcome with grief,

sitting in a state seemingly absorbed in sorrow & incapable of any exer-
tion.— '

A Good Kernel

The Bishop then spoke of Lord Nelson & said there existed in the
minds of people a very unfounded prejudice agasmst Him. He said
certainly His manners are rough & coarse, but that under this Husk
there is a good Kernel. He said that Lord Nelson has a good plain
understanding & a good meaning, and had been found very useful in
conducting the Church affairs of the Cathedral at Canterbury. The
Archbishop of Canterbury He said, Had spoken to Him of Lord Nelson’s
good conduct & management and of the injustice which was done Him
by those who are prejudiced against Him,—the Dean of Canterbury,
Dr. Powyss, has expressed Himself to the same effect.—The Bishop of

Salisbury added that Lord Nelson supports Himself in a manly, proper
manner under His present trying affliction.—

The Bishop and Art

The Bishop asked me how matters went on in the Royal Academy ?—
I told all had gone on well since Mr, West returned to the Chair, & that
there was no longer any dissension.—He sd. Mr. West had been ill used
& greatly undervalued as an Artist which posterity would declare.—
e gave an instance of the current prejudice against His works. Rebecca
had been employed to paint some figures in an apartment at Windsor,
and the Bishop happened soon after to gointo that room with company,
some of whom immediately cried out “ Oh do not look at those wretched
things by West!” 3
The Bishop told me that Mr. Douglas, Son to the late Bishop of
Salisbury, had collected either original picturés or had copies made of all
the Bishops of Salisbury from the Restoration, to this period, nine or ten
in number, but of different sizes viz : Half lengths & three quarters. He
said that it is His intention to have pieces added to the smaller pictures
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to make the whole of an equal size & to furnish the great room at the
Bishop’s Palace at Salisbury with these portraits.—He added that He
had never yet sat for a Portrait in Oil,* but shewed me one by a Young
Artist of the name of Leaky who has met with much success in the West
of England & who now paints Landscape.}

Mrs. Fisher spoke to me of Constable with much commendation.
She said His countenance is like one of the young figures in the works
of Raphael :—and that His appearance is that of one * guileless.”

January 20.—[His Majesty plays at Whist almost every evening,
the Honble. Mrs. Howe, Mrs. Arthur Stanhope, and Lord St. Helens,
have the honour to form the Sovereign’s party.—

From the Moniteur,—Paris Jany. 6th.—* The Annual prize of 3000
Livres, founded by His Majesty the Emperor and King, for the best
experiment made in the course of the year on the Galvanic fluid, has
been decreed to Mr. Davy, member of the Royal Society of London, in
consequence of His memoir on the chemical action of electricity, of which

M. Gay Lussac,] will give an account in the sitting.”—From small note-
book.]

[See Index, Vols. 1., I1., IIL,, IV, for previous references to Benjamin West and John
Constable; Vols. IL., IIL, IV., to Dr. Hayes; Vols. III., IV., to Dr. Matthew Baillie
& John Adolphus.]

* A correspondent says : ““I enclose a short note about the picturesat the Bishop’s Palace,
Salisbury, apropos of Farington's statement recording his conversation with Bishop Fisher,
which may interest you. The Bishop married Dorothea, daughter of John Freston Scriv-
ener, of Sibton Abbey, Suffolk. There is a portrait of Bishop Fisher at the Palace, which
may be the one referred to by John Constable in a letter dated June 1o, 1812. The artist
and the Bishop were great friends.

“There would appear to be an inaccuracy in the above entry. Bishop Douglas made
the collection of pictures, not his son ; possibly the latter desired to continue the search
and to fill up gaps. In 1795 the Corporation of Salisbury had in their possession the
portraits of four Bishops, Henchman, Scth Ward, Burnet, and Talbot. They gave Bishop
Douglas for the collection at the Palace the portraits of Henchman, 166c0-63, Burnet,
168g-1715, Talbot, 1715-1721, and lent him their portrait of Seth Ward to be copied.
This portrait was by Greenhill, and was painted as a recognition of the Bishop's generosity
to the City in contributing the lease of some pr-::{)crt}r for the City Workhouse.' Mr.
Priaulx, the Steward of the Workhouse, was directed to pay for the picture.

“The Bishop Douglas portrait by Muller was at the Palace. After the Bishop's death
it came to be allotted to his daughter, and, curiously enough, instead of leaving it—as
presumably her father would have desired—at the Palace, she gave it to the Corporation.
In 1828 Archdeacon Macdonald, the Bishop’s nephew and biographer, was allowed to have
it copied, and this, it is thought, is the copy at the Palace. In 1858 the Corporation gave
Mrm%uuglau permission to have it copied. There is a tradition that the portrait of Bishop
Alexander Hyde, 1665-1667, at the Palace was found in a cottage and brought to the Palace
during Bishop Fisher’s Episcopate. Possibly it was Mr. Douglas who found ic.”

1 James Leakey (1775-1865), a native of Exeter, who was about to enter the studio of
Sir Joshua Reynolds when the great artist died, painted mimatures in the West of Eng-
land{ and his subject pictures were so closely akin to the manner of the Dutch School that
Lawrence referred to him as the * English Wouvermans.” He had ceased to practise
painting long before he died.

{ Joseph Louis Gay-Lussac (1778-1850), eminent French chemist and physicist. A
street in the Latin Quarter, Paris, 1s named after him,
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14 The Farington Diary [1808

Pitt, who died poor & in difficulties, but was never forsaken by Her
daugr. Miss Richards.

February 1.—Bigg called, spoke very modestly abt. the Academy
ensuing Election, hoped a time mlght come when He might be supported,
—said that by oeconomical management He had been enabled to provide
for His family viz: A wife & one daughter only, and signified that He
had made an independance for them.—He spoke of His regular habits
of living, going to bed usually at 10 & rising at 7 in the Summer & towards
8 in the winter,—sd. He had been well educated & had read the Classics.
I spoke to Him as was due to a virtuous man.*

Payne Knight's Opinion

Fehruar}r 2.—Lawrence came to tea. He told me that on Thurs-
day last at the Dilletante dinner, in the evening standing before the fire
with the Duke of Norfolk —--Pa}rne Knight, &c.t—the conversation turned
upon the prices given for pictures painted by deceased artists, which
occasioned Knight to say “ That pictures by Wilson, for which He had
30 or 40 guineas now sell for 3, 4, or 500 guineas, though we had better

ainters now living, Turner and the younger Barker of Bath.”’l Law-
rence felt the injustice of this reflection on Wilson, & said “Oh ! no,
not Barker surely.”—Lawrence finds great difficulty in bringin iKnight
to agree that in the picture it is proposed He should paint for the Dille-
tante Society,§ the figures should be as Large as the Life—Knight
objects to it, & says that in the infancy of painting, in the works of
Ra{-'faelle,—Titian, &c. &c.—their figures were of the size of the life,
but when painting had arrived at its maturity figures of a smaller size
were preferred. This He added, is seen in the works of the Caracchi
& they were the men who had carried the art to a greater height of excellence
than any other painters had done. Such was _he opinion of Mr. Knight.—

He then endeavoured to shew ph:lnsuphma]ly that pictures & gures
shd. not be extended beyond a certain size so as to come within certain
angles of vision &c.—Lawrence, however, will rather give up the work
than paint upon a reduced scale. Rogers has remarked to Lawrence
that Knight is of a very obstinate disposition & that the late Mr. Fox.
(C. Fox) had said to Him, that when Knight had taken up an cpmmn
He never had been able to prevail against it ; Knight d never give
up His point. Yet Lawrence remarked that however much otherwise
Knight appears when in public He is very different in private, & when
with only one person may be worked upon successfully ; also that when

* William Redmore Bigg (1775-1828), painted pictures of country life, which were as
innocent and virtuous as himself. Engravings after his works are still popular and fetch high
prices. He was not elected R.A. until 1814.

T R. Payne Knight, author. See Index, Vols. I., IL, IIL, IV,

1 Benjamin Barker, an artist, brother of Thomas Barker, of Bath, who painted in the
Gainsborough style.

§ Lawrence apparently never painted the projected picture.
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behaviour and for performing the duties of their religion according to
the plain & established usage of the Protestant Church, followed their
own inclinations in all these appointments.

The effects which have arisen it is said have caused an order to be
sent to India to have all these visionary missionaries sent home & that
everything should be done to quiet the minds of the people, without
whilt-:{t, Mr. Magniac sd. India wd. soon be lost to us.—He remarked that
with all the enthusiasm of Mahomet to propagate His religion, He found
that all His efforts and the weight of his sword could produce no effect
upon the Hindoos & Gentoos, and He was obliged to be satisfied with
conquering them leaving to them their religious rites & customs.—Major
Scott Waring & Coll. Stewart have written & published their opinions
shewing the danger of allowing the missionaries to proceed: They have
been answered, at least Major Scott Waring has, by the Revd. Mr. Owen
of Putney, Secretary to the Bible Society, but weakly.

Buy Modern Pictures

Wm. Daniell said that Dubost, the French painter, who painted the
picture of Damocles now posessed by Thos. Hope, has represented to Mr.
Hope that, though He posesses many good pictures, yet His collection
cannot be compared with that of the Marquiss of Stafford & several other
collections, & that He wd. obtain more reputation by disposing of all
His old pictures & by filling His gallery with pictures to be painted by
the best modern Artists, by which He wd. set a great example & probably
be followed by others who wd. adopt His plan.—Dubost has been lately
employed by Mr. Hope at His Country House to paint a whole length
portrait of Mrs. Hope & Her Child, for which He is to have 400 guineas,
but while proceeding on the picture Mr. Hope was for a time constantly
overlooking Him & perpetually interupting Him with criticisms & remarks
upon what He was doing, till at last Dubost was wearied out, & laying
down His pallet, said, that He would not proceed upon the picture
unless Mr. f[o e would leave Him to work witht. interruption, but that
when He should have finished, He should be very willing to have the
picture shewn to the friends of Mr. Hope who were reckoned to have taste,
& to make such alterations as might seem necessary.—

Kemble an Imposition

February 4.—Northcote & Taylor dined with me.—Kemble’s

wers as an Actor were spoken of.—Taylor sd. He * was as great an
imposition as Master Betty, the Young Roscius ”',—and He gave us several
instances of His misconception & want of judgment of Character,—He
mentioned that Kemble’s attempts at alterations in pronunciation, and
to give a different sense to passages in Shakespeare from that which had
been received, were generally so trifling & affected, that Dr. Wolcot who
long since had noticed this in Him ridiculed His attempts, by saying,
“He was like a Dog catching flies.”—Of his understanding Taylor repeated

VOL. V. 2









20 The Farington Diary [1808

has been, perhaps, too much employed in restoring, or com letm it,—
Howard copied ;Lplctures at Woeburn for Forster’s wor orster
has § Shares of the work & Mﬂlcr, the Bookseller, one share —Fnrster
expents to make a fortune by

ublication of the late Mr. C. Fox’s History purchased by Miller,
was E{en of. Mr. Long said He did not believe that Mr. Fox left
ennug to make up an Eighteen penny pamphlet. He was a very indolent
man, unless moved on some particular occasion, as in the House of Com-
mons. His intention was to give a History from the period of the Res-
toration of Charles 2nd. to the Revolution; but He had written, it is
believed, only s-::ralfs of what He intended.—

Mr. Long spoke rapturously of His situation at Bromley, & sd.
He did not believe another hundred acres could be found in which
there was so much beauty, so great variety ; & so much picturesque
matter of one species of landscape.

Liqueurs and Cape Wine

Mr. Long’s, at the Pay Office, Whitehall, I dined at.—Before dinner
we adjourned to another room & saw a drawing, a view of buildings at
Cambridge, made by Mrs. Long ; also some sketches of Trees made by
Her with black lead pencil. All far superior to any that I have seen
made by an Amateur artist.—We dined abt. a quarter before 7—and
were most handsomely entertained. Red & White Hermitage, Cham-
paigne & Claret, were placed in Silver Stands on the table & were drank
plentifully,—four or five glasses at least to each person.—Malaga, &
Cape Wine, served round at the conclusion of the dinner; and when
chec had been served liguers were offered. Seven Servants were in the
room, three of them out of Livery.—The table cloth was never removed,
but kept on after the French manner. At ZEEH 9 oClock Lord Stafford,
Lord St. Asaph, Mr. Knight & the Griffier Fagelt went away ; the rest
of the company retired to the drawing room & had tea & remained till
1 past 10 oClock.

Sir William Grant’s Speech

The Marquiss of Stafford & the Griffier Fagel were listeners; Lord
St. Asaph did not say much ; and Knight spoke only occasionally ; West
had his share with moderation. In the drawing-room with our tea we
had most conversation. Mr. Long spoke of the speech of Sir Wm. Grant,
Master of the Rolls, last night in the House of Commons as the best
He had ever made. It was a }ﬂStiﬁcatmn of the Orders of Council,
enforcing a General Blockade of the enemy’s ports, & was conclusive.—
Windham attempted to answer it, but muﬁl make nothing of it.—
The House attended to the speech of the former with perfect silence.—

# The * British Gal]erjr of Engnwmgs," by the Rev. Edward Forster. See Index,
Vol. 1V., where the namé is wrongly given as Foster.

T Gnﬂicr Fagel, Baron Hendrick Fagel, Dutch Secretary of State, who died in 1834.
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by Old Masters, & says He shall be happy to shew that the moderns can
stand with thcrn.—h}: Knight objected to the giving Premiums at the
British Institution to young artists, & sd. He shd. propose that instead
of so doing they should every year purchase two or three pictures b
eminent artists & present them to be placed in some of the Public build-
1 | —

D.ESI had company to dinner.—Carlisle [the surgeon] drank no wine, &
talked much against the use of it.—On ages being mentioned, & men
who bore their age well, Carlisle said Dance had the look of a man older
than He declared Himself to be.—Dance sd. He shd. be 67 in April.—
Carlisle sd. He looked to be 70. I thought Dance did not seem pﬁeas&d
with this declaration.—Carlisle said Smirke did not appear to be older
than He is,.—He said, Dr. Baillie who has now a higﬁ reputation, has
great knowledge of anatomy, & was an excellent Schoolmaster while He
gave Lectures in it, but that He had not much medical knowledge, & held
the power of medicine very cheap. For this Carlisle blamed him, as by
attention to the progress of a complaint, medicines may undoubtedly
be occasionally employed with great effect.—He spoke of [Dr.] Reynolds
as being a weak man, & consequently not a man capable of judging in
cases w%mre sagacity & penetration are necessary. [Dr.] Lettsom, He
allowed to be above Reynolds in understanding, but yet an inferior man.
—Dr. George Fordyce, He sd. killed Himself by drinking which habit He
commenced after the untimely death of his Son.—{[See entry March gth.]
—The Doctor [Fordyce] contended that if drinking caused some dis-
orders it prevented others and in this Carlisle agreed with Him.—Sir
Francis Milman He [Carlisle] spoke of as being a man of sense, & very
capable; but doubted whether He had had sufficient experience. Dr.
ﬂsi He mentioned as being the best informed man of His profession;
with the additional advantage of an extraordinary memory.—Dr. Frazer,
who died lately, He sd. had injured His constitution by drinking too much
which had hurt some of the Viscera: but He had abstained from it
latterly.—Dr. Vaughan He spoke of as being a man amiable in His man-
ners, but one who did not seem to posess any great power of mind.—

Never Killed in Vain

After tea He shewed us the drawings viz: a design for a Bedlam,
by an insane man in Bedlam, & read some of His mad notions of Himself,
& some of His projects.—

Daniell came to us.—Carlisle said that the late Dr. Warren was a
man of superior abilities; had great judgment, and strong reasoning

ers, so that, said He, “ Dr. Warren never killed in vain?’ That is if

e found that medicines which in certain cases were reputed to be specific,
& did not produce the effect expected, He wd. not adhere to them as many
Physicians do secundum artem, but wd. consider what might be more
likely to meet the case with advantage.—Hg had also the power of keeping
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to pass through & the men were often up to their waste in mud, & some
of the Serjeants who advanced before to shew the way were lost in the
morass.—This caused a dysentery among the troops who had long been
on Ship board, and of course prevented many of the men from advancing.
—Whitelocke was informed of the cause & the effect, but He jeered it,
& coarsely said,—* It is my business to fight, while ’tis yours to stay
behind.” Coll. Guard previous to this expedition & including the voyage
was 76 weeks on board a Transport—On my way home with Edridge
He told me the unhappy situation of Coll. Guard in His domestic capacity.
His wife, who He has not seen since He returned from Buenos-ayres,
was in Baker’s House to-day, but up stairs. She is § months gone
with Child.—Such are the uncertain & sad events of life.—[See entries
on February 23 and March 18 and 21.]

Hewlett of Bath

Edridge mentioned that Mr. Thomas Hope has bought a picture
of Flowers by Hewlet of Bath, for 500 guineas.* It was sent to the
British Institution. This was mentioned a few days ago at a dinner
at Lord Mulgrave’s where Hoppner was, & it was added that Hewlet
had painted another picture for which He asked goo guineas. Hoppner
out of patience sd. “ Hewlet ought to be smothered.”—Mr. Long was
present who sd. that Wilkie & Haydon were there & much entertained
with Hoppner’s violence.—

Baker shewed us a criticism of Thos. Hope upon Mrs. Damer’s bust
of Lord Nelson, most extravagant & false & ridiculous. It was published
in the newspapers & was so grateful to Mrs. Damer that she had 50
copies of it printed to give away: Baker obtained a copy.—Baker
mentioned that Mr, Canning’s Mother, after the death of Her Husband,
lived with Reddish, the player, & had children by Him.—t

February 15.—Lysons called.—He had been unwell with a Cold
& much pain over His eyes, but being cupped & g ounces of blood taken
away, His pulse was reduced from 112 to 70.—He spoke of the extra-
ordinary fortitude & resignation of Mrs. Lysons previous to her death.
She talked of all circumstances respecting the care of Her family &
gave directions for Her funeral &c.—The day before Her death she
passed some time in knitting garters. Her Lungs were wholly destroyed

# James Hewlett was an honorary exhibitor at the Royal Academy. His subjects,
mainly, were flowers, and his works were highly appreciated in his day for their colour
and botanical accuracy. Some of his pictures are at the Victoria and Albert Museum.

1 Samuel Reddish (1735-1785), son of a tradesman of Frome, was educated at Frome
Grammar School, and while an apprentice to a surgeon he joined the Norwich Company
of Players at fifteen shillings a week, after having applied unsuccessfully for an engagement
at the Plymouth Theatre. He was not a great actor, nor, according to the author of
Theatrical Biography, 1772, was he a particularly honourable man. His acting was charac-
terized by great violence ; indeed he, as Castalio stabbed William Smith, who impersonated
Polydore. Reddish, who diedin York Lunatic Asylum, was married to Miss Hart, a stage
beauty er day, immortalized by Churchill, and it seems he did actually marry George
Canning’s mother as his second wife.
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by an abscess ; formed probably 12 months ago, but its progress suspended
during Her pregnancy, a circumstance not uncommon.—I walked with
Lysons to Sancho’s, the Bookseller, successor to Thos. Paine at the
Mews gate. He gave Sancho a very high character. He is Son to
Ignatius Sancho who lived in the Duke of Montague’s family & published
a work of His own composing.—*

Daniell I dined with.—Lord Romney?{ resides at the Mote, one mile
& half from Maidstone.—He is upwards of 60 years of age, is fat, & very
Lethargic, sleeping whenever He sits down.—He comes to Church, at
Maidstone, twice every Sunday, but sleeps there.—The family is esteemed
to be proud & associate little with their neighbours.—His Lordship has
one Son & 2 daugrs.—He is a widower.—

February 17.—Lawrence I dined with.—He dined with the
Princess of Wales on Monday last, at Blackheath,—Miss Heyman only
there.—We talked of Politics.—Sir Francis Baring though one of the
Fox upEasitinnists said, “ That the School of Pitt was better than that
of Fox,”—meaning in respect of their morality in & out of Politics.—
Lawrence told me that a few days ago He spoke to Ward of the vicious-
ness of stile in painting, & informed Him that it was felt by the members
of the Academy.—Lawrence told me He had formed a resolution to
abstain from drinking Wine, from a firm belief that eventually it will
be injurious to the eye sight.—Mr. Perceval told the Princess of Wales
that Mr, Canning formed & wrote the declaration to the Emperor of
Russia, & brought it to the Council, where it was entirely approved.—

[See Vols. 1., IL., IIL., IV. for previous references to George Baker, lace merchant and
print collector, John Hoppner, R.A,, Lord Nelson, George Canning, statesman, Samuel
Lysons, antiguary, Princess of Wales, William Pitt and James Ward, R.A.; Vols, 11, I11.,
to Miss Heyman or Hayman, Keeper of the Princess of Wales's Privy Purse, and Vel. 1.,
to Thomas Payne, bookseller.]

* * Letters of Ignatius Sancho, an African: to which are prefixed Memoirs of His
Life,” by Jos. Jekyll. With an oval portrait of Sancho by Bartolozzi, after Gainsborough,
l_?sl.”

+ Charles Marsham, third Baron Romney and first Earl of Romney, entertained George
III. and Queen Charlotte at the Mote on August Ist, 1799, when his Majesty reviewed
in the park about 6,000 Kentish Volunteers. He was created Viscount Marsham and Earl
of Romney in 18o1. His wife, Lady Frances Wyndham, daughter of the second Earl
of Egremont, died on January 4, 179s.

Their four children, shown in a wood, is one of Gainsborough’s finest portrait groups.
It belongs to Lord Rothschild.

Beechey painted the portrait of the Earl, which is the property of the Marine Society
ghtre is also a version at Petworth), and it was engraved by Valentine Green in 1803, and

ter by W. Bromley. The Earl was, like his father, a Fellow of the Royal Society and a
Vice-President of the Society of Arts.

His father, Baron Romney, succeeded Lord Folkestone as President of the Society of
Arts, and the Society commissioned Sir Joshua Reynolds to paint the Baron's portrait,
for which, in 1770, £150 was paid—it still hangs in the Society’s Lecture Hall, According
to the third volume of the catalogue of ** Engraved British Portraits " in the British Museum,
a version of the portrait is the property of the Marine Society. By the way, in this catalogue
it is stated that the second Baron Romney died in 1794, whereas, according to Burke, he
died in November, 1793.
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His face. His Royal Highness paid the utmost deference to the opinions
of this gallant Dtgcer, and sincere friend.

Several persons of a religious Sect calling themselves Free Thinking
Christians, came into Court, at the Old Bailey, and demanded to have
the Oaths of Allegiance, Supremacy &c. administered to them.—The
Court on looking into the Act, found that they had not the power of
refusing, therefore they were administered to those who lived in London,

within the Jurisdiction of the Court, the rest were refused.—From small
note-book. ]

February 23.—Baker called in the evening. He told me that He
was at the Court Martial at Chelsea, on Tuesday last, & saw General
Whitelocke on His trial.—Lord Lake was on the Court Martial & was
there on That day & the day following ; but on Thursday became very
ill, having had a cold before, & died on Sunday evening at 7 oClock, aged
62 or more.—Baker observed on Tuesday that His Lordship went twice
to the Fire to warm Himself.—

Dr. Pitcairne said that a fortnight ago Lord Lake was unwell ; &
the Surgeon or Apothecary who attended Him, told Him that it was
highly necessary tﬁat He shd. take care of himself. This His Lordshi
disregarded, & persisted in attending at the trial of Genl. Whitelocke tiﬁ
Thursday last, when He became extremely ill. Dr. Pitcairne was then
called in, but from the time of first seeing Him had no hope of his recovery.
An abscess formed in His right side. Dr. Pitcairne [believed] His life
to have been lost by His want of care of Himself.—

Lieut : Coll. Guard,* nephew to Baker who had the command of a
Regiment employed at Buenos Ayres, gave a very unpleasant account
of Whitelocke’s behaviour as a Commander in Chief.—Coll. Guard,
with His Regiment, had been 32 weeks on Ship board when they were
landed in order to proceed to the attack of Buenos Ayres. The place
appointed for their landing made it necessary for them to proceed

ugh a marshy country, & the men were often up to their breasts
in mud & water. Thus circumstanced it was impossible for them to
carry their flannels & such things as were provided for change & refresh-
ment.—The consequence was that when they had advanced to a place
where they could rest, the men laid down to repose, but without cover-
ing & wearing their wet cloaths.—This caused a Dysentery among them,
in which state they were when General Whitelocke came to view them.

The men in this state had leather Caps on, such as are worn when not
on parade. He sd. “ your men look like Taylors, & 1 suppose will fight
like Taylors.”—It happened however that this regiment was particularly
distinguished.—Whitelocke added to His brutality the utmost presump-
tion of success ; but when His men were checked, He lost all presence of
mind, & had no resource.—The Army advanced in sixteen different
columns, but with so little plan, that no point of rendezvous was

* Sec entry, March 18,
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February 28.—Mr. Angerstein’s I dined at.—Fuseli was last week
at Clifton near Bristol & raved abt. the romantic scenery, saying “ It
was the finest thing in the Kingdom,—sublime &ec¢.—" est repeated
what He had often sd. before, *“ That the Country included within 2o
miles of Bath, contained more variety of Landscape, & noble scenes,
than any other country that could be mentioned.”

Lord Lake’s Poverty

February 29.—M. A. Taylor* said, that Lord Lake had left but
f40,000 to support the dignity of the title & to provide for a family
of Seven children. Lord Castlereagh said that under the Will, Lord
Lake’s daughrs. would have little more than [750. each.—Sir A. Wellesley
sd. that Lord Lake went out to India greatly in debt, A person had, in
fact, gone out with him, who recd. all his emoluments, and after defraying
His necessary expenses, carried the remainder to the account of his
Creditors, whose demands were not satisfied till the year I&'%h.--There
were other debts also settled since the Noble Lord’s return. e noble
Lord had brought to this country not more than 35 or f40,000. The
family estate was abt. [8oo a year, & was burthened with incumbrances
to the amount of half that sum. Lord Castlereagh moved that f2000
a year shd. be granted to the present Lord, & the two next Hclrs, and
to commence from the 11th. of Septr. 1803.

For the anfmity . ...ees v es tanaeh i 202
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# The Right Hon. Michael Angelo Taylor (1757-1834), M.P., was the son and heir of
Sir Robert Taylor, the Architect, the bulk of whose fortune of [180,000 was left for a
foundation at Oxford for teaching modern European languages. M. A. Taylor married
on August 7, 1789, Frances Anne Vane, daughter of the Rev. Sir Hervey Vane, Bart., by
Frances, daughter and heiress of John Tempest, M.P., of Sherborn, County Durham.
She died at Combe House, Surrey, on January 4, 1835.

In 1796 Hoppner exhibited the now well-known portrait of her as *“ Miranda,” of which
Anthony Pasquin said, “ This is his best portrait in the present Exhibition. The figure
is drawn with a free and bold pencil, the harmony of the culourmg is gremed mth greater
truth and precision than usual, and the drapery is disposed of in his est manner."

The late William Sharp, in his “ Fair Women,” says: * But there is beauty, too, rare
and convincing beauty, in Hoppner’s ‘ Miranda." Who was ‘ Miranda’? All that
the catalogue tells is that she was the wife of Michael Angelo Taylor, M.P. This gentle-
man, it may be added, was a member of Boodle's. That alone meant social distinction.
But he was also an intimate acquaintance of the Prince Regent. Onamemorable night in
1811, on the occasion of the drafting out the reply to the Address of the Houses of Parlia-
ment, George P.R., was kindly put to bed by his solicitous companions, and Michael
wrote out this Princely response, while Sheridan and William Adam paced opposite sides
of the room till each c:}uispﬁn& an uppurtumt}r of whispering to Michael that the other
was the damncdst rogue existing. . .

“ Miranda * was exhibited at the Fair Women Exhibition at the Grafton Galleries in
1894 by the Marquess of Londonderry, whose relative, the third Earl of Londonderry,
was married to Mrs. Taylor’s niece, Frances Anne Tempest. The portrait was shown last
year (1924) at the British Empire Exhibition.

M. A. Taylor was one of the Prince Regent’s Council for the Duchy of Cornwall, but
they became estranged in 1811, says the D.N.B.



Frances Axw Tavror (d. 1835).
Eungraved by J. Ward, after . Hoppner.
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Guard were in town having come to meet their Brother the Coll.—who has
been in much trouble on acct. of the misconduct of His Wife.—The Coll. is
only 36 years of age & has had that rank g years.—Mrs. Guard, His wife,
is an Irishwoman, Her mother a sister of Lady Kinsale.* She is only 28
years old. He met with Her at an Assembly at Kinsale & after seeing
Her two or three times, proposed to Her & married Her.—He has three
children by Her.—

She is now § or 6 months gone with child by the Son of [an] Apothecary
in the Town in the West of England where with Her Husband the Colonel’s
friends, she resided. She came up to Bakers House & was there a fort-
night or three weeks, but Baker never saw Her, & sheis nowina Lndgmg x
—& a process has been instituted,—to lead on to a Divorce.—On Hi
arriving in England, not knowing of Her infidelity, the Coll. wishing to
live with, & enjoy domestic happiness, was on the point of applying
to the War Office to be put upon the Home establishment, that is upon
Half-pay.—

March 20.—Singletont called at breakfast time & complained of
Oliver having been elected Associate before Him. He told me He was
born in London & had His early instruction from an Uncle who was a
Miniature painter ; and He became a Student of the Royal Academy &
availed Himself of opportunities of going to Sir Joshua Reynolds & to
other places where He cd. see pictures, & thus advanced Himself in His
profession, & by industry & care had saved money enough to be able
now to practise His profession with comfort to Himself.—He sd. that abt.
twelve months ago He married a young woman, His cousin, who paints
miniatures. He said He shd. be 38 years old in October next.—

Traitors or Cowards

March 21.—Cade called. He told me He was at Buenos ayres at
the time the British forces quitted Monte Video. Having a passport
from Genl. Whitelocke He went up from Monte Video to Buenos ayres,
abt. 100 miles, & there was introduced to Genl. Liniers (the French Com-
mander) on business, & dined with him. He said Liniers is a man in
his person rather inclined to be fat, has an easy good humoured coun-
tenance, & full as much the look of an Englishman as of a Frenchman.
Liniers had certainly acted with humanity towards the English & pre-
vented violence on the part of the Spaniards.—Buenos-ayres is very
large, & contains abt. 60,000 people. Monte Video is a handsome
town, & the situation beautifully picturesque. It contains abt. 14,000

* Lady Kingsale was Susan, daughter of Conway Blennerhassett, of Castle Conway,
County Kerry.

T Henry Singleton (1766-1839), painter, exhibited at the Society of Artists in 1780
a pen drawing made when he was ten years of age ; four years later he won a silver medal
at the Royal Academy School, and in 1788 a gnld medal for a painting of * Alexander's
Feast,” from Dryden’s Ode, which was specially commended by Sir Joshua Reynolds in
his Presidential discourse. Singleton, who was a prolific contributor to the Academy
exhibition, failed to fulfil his early promise, and never was elected an Associate.
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changed, His spirits fell, & He wd. walk silently for an Hour or two to-
gether. Genl. Auchmuty® was very popular with the Army & with
the Spaniards on acct. of His having prevented the effects which might
have been expected, when Monte Video was stormed.—The British Army
that went with Whitelocke made so fine an appearance both men and
Officers, that the Spaniards concluded they had been picked from the
whole of the British Forces.—

Artists’ Prices

March 23.—I called on Collins Junr.t to see a whole ltn‘gth picture
He was painting for the Exhibition, of the Hon: Mrs. Hare,—very
indifferent. His Prices were in a frame,—Three quarters 5 guineas—
Kit cat 8 gs. Half length 15 gs. Whole length 30 gs.—Two whole length
in same picture 50 gs.—He did not seem conscious of the inferiority of
His painting.

March 24.—Lawrence came in the even’g much disappointed at
the failure of Turner, the engraver, in the portrait of Mr, Pitt.—

Fuseli's History of the Arts

March 25.—Fuseli I called on. He was employed in writing “ A
History of the Arts of Painting,” Commencing with the Italian Schools,
& His plan He said, was, to take each of those Schools separately viz :
The Neapolitan, Roman,—Bolognese—and Venetian, and to bri
down His History to the Commencement of the last Century.—He sd.
He thought He shd. be able to publish [it] in abt. 2 years, having completed
His work to the period of Michl. Angelo & Raphael, from which time it
wd. be comparatively * plain sailing.”—He thought His work wd. be
comprised in two quarto volumes, to be published by Johnson, who
urges for the completion as otherwise He may die before it is finished.—

He told me that Soane & His Wife had done all in their power to
obtain the Housekeeper’s place in the Royal Academy for Mrs, Cooke,
but having been disappointed He sd. that on His sending a Print of the
Milton work to Soane, which work He before subscribed to, Soane returned
the Print with a note declining to take any more and as He in His note
expressed Himself * for this simple reason, That He had more Prints
than guineas’—Fuseli did not think it worth while to make any reply
to Him, but wished me to mention to Dance this additional instance of
Soane’s peevish & little mind expressed in a manner which might only
have been expected from a Footman.—

[See Vels. 1., I1., III., IV. for previous references to G. F. L. Marchi, one of Sir Joshua
Reynolds’ assistants, and Lady Thomond; Vels. IL, IIL., IV, to William Offley, wine
merchant, and Sir John Soane, architect ; Vols. IIL, IV., to Admiral Sir Home Riggs

Popham and the Rev. Charles Simeon ; Vols. II., III., to Joseph Johnson, }?ublisher,
and Vol. IV,, to James Archer Oliver, A.R.A. See also footnote to Chapter LXIIL]

* Sir Samuel Auchmuty, G.C.B. (1756-1822).
t Afterwards R.A. and father of Wilkie Collins, the novelist. See Vols. II1., IV.
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He believed in Scotland ;* That He was put apprentice to a Seafaring
Man at Whitby in Yorkshire, & served several years. That He had
been in three engagements at Sea.—That at 20 years of age He married
a Widow who had § children. By Her he had two children but she died
at [the] end of two years & a half from the time of their marriage. That
He married a second wife abt. 14 years ago, & has now § Children by Her.
The children by His first [wife] died.—

He said Hi is abt. 41 years old. He maintained His family by
painting ]Portraits, which He can do very expeditiously, in an Hour
and a Half and at one sitting.—He has § guineas for a Head only : Eight
guineas for a three quarter portrait.—His desire, however, is to paint
History, & He has devoted so much time of late to this Study that He
is fs00 out of Pocket by it.—He sd. His application has been ver
great ; working from morning till 10 oClock at night, & sometimes till
one oClock. He finds of late that His constitution has suffered in some
degree from this application. He expressed the disadvantage He laboured
under in not being a Member of the Royal Academy ; it caused people
to doubt his abilities.

The Duke and Wilkie

March 28.—I called with Dick [Farington’s brother] upon Wilkie
to see His picture of Card-Players painted for the Duke of Gloucester.
He sd. it took Him 4 months to paint the picture. He carried it to
the Duke abt. a fortnight since & Bourgeois who had brought the Com-
mission to Him from the Duke, accompanied Him. The Duke on seeing
the picture & having been informed of the long [time] which Wilkie had
been employed upon it was conscious that 5o guineas the sum which He
had commissioned Bourgeois to offer Wilkie to paint a picture was too
little. He therefore took Bourgeois on one side & expressed this to him,
& asked Bourgeois for His opinion, which Bourgeois declined to give.
Since that time Bourgeois has called upon Wilkie & informed Him
that the Duke sensible that 50 guineas was too little for that picture was
willing to give Him 50 guineas for the picture He is now painting “ The
Sick Woman » which not having so much work in it wd. make up for
the over work in the other.—

Wilkie sd. to me that He felt indignant at such a proposal which
shewed so little sense of what was due for His labours. He declined it.—
This instance of a mean, foolish, & wretched mind in the Duke excited
the contempt both of Dick & myself.—Wilkie sd. He communicated
these particulars to Lord Mulgrave who felt as I did, & having engaged
Wilkie to let him [have] the small studies of all the pictures He may
paint.—He told Wilkie, that as He reckoned the value of the “ Card-
Players  at 200 guineas & meant to pay Him at the rate of 10 per cent
for all the small studies, on the prices He may put upon the finished
pictures, He should pay Him 20 guineas for this small study, which He

* Samuel Drummond, A.R.A., was born in London. See Vels, II, and IV,
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go.®*—She 1s towards, if not quite 6o years of age.—During the last 8 or
10 years she has again been visited by the respectable families in Lich-
ﬁcls, which on acct. of the footing she had been upon with Saville, had
long been interrupted.—Her singularities continue. She still is in her
countenance handsome, and dresses in a fanciful manner like a girl of
15,—also paints Her face & eyebrows. She has bad health,—& has a
habit of sighing deeply.—She is agreeable in conversation ;—expresses
Herself with a good choice of words—& is a great flatterer.—She has at
present a great attachment to a young Officer Captn. H. [ ]
who is only 27 years old & married. It is supposed He looks to inheriting
part of her fortune which is a handsome one, & it is thought He will not
be disappointed.—
A Drawing Master

Miss Moserby [whose father lived at Stow near Lichfield and was a
colonel of a volunteer corps] has taken lessons from Glover in the Country.
He resides at Sutton near Lichfield during most part of the winter, &
has a wife & 10 children. His two eldest sons instruct in drawing.—In
the country He goes from family to family, & has 2 guineas a day at each
House. I?e begins a drawing His pupil standing by and having proceeded
as far as He considers it to be a lesson leaves it with the pupil to copy.
The next visit He advances the drawing, & so goes on till He has finished
the drawing, the pupil also gradually advancing the copy to completion.
—When He begins a drawing He first finishes the Sky wﬁich He does with

er colours, but all the other parts of the drawing He first washes
with bluish & grey tints made of Indigo & India Red & towards the
foregrounds of a warmer tint. In this manner He produces almost a
finished effect before He lays on any colours ; which is His last act.—
The drawing He makes for His pupiir to copy remains His own property
which He disposes of at a large price.—He gives lessons in London in
the same manner, but has—two guineas for a lesson of three Hours.—
Havil came to Glover’s the other day while Miss Moserby was there.
She sd. He is a well looking young man, but appears to be conceited.—

[See Index, Vols. L, I1., IIL., IV., for previous references to Edmund Malone, W. Owen,
R.A,, and John Glover; Vols. L, I, to Mrs. Edmund Burke ; Vols. I1., IIL,, IV., to William
Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge and William Westall, R.A.; Vels. IIL., IV., to
David Pike Watts (Constable’s uncle) and William Havel (artist), and Vels. 1L, IV., to
Sir Nathaniel Dance-Holland.]

® Anna Seward (1747-1809), authoress, known as the ** Swan of Lichfield,” was the
elder daughter of Thomas Seward, Canon of Lichfield and of Salisbury, by his wife
Elizabeth, daughter of the Rev. John Hunter, head master of Lichfield Grammar School
and teacher of Dr. Johnson. She was engaged to a * Colonel T.” before her attachment
furtLuhn Savile, Vicar-Choral, and when he died she erected a monument to his memory
in Cathedral. Miss Seward knew most of the eminent men of the period. She pub-
lished uncomplimentary letters about Dr. Johnson in the Gentleman's Magazine ; in 1807
Scott paid her a visit, and, speaking of her beauty, said that *‘ her eyes were auburn, of
the precise shade and hue of her hair, and possessed great expression.” See Diary, Vol. I,

page 23.
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A good deal of conversation took place abt. Nollekens behaviour
the other evening.—Tresham stated what Nollekens had sd. to Him,—
& sd. that when He went home to bed, He was in a sort of Hysteria—
crying &c.

The Council desired me to stay; & they did some business.—It
was resolved to invite Caleb W hiteforde, who had never before been in-
vited.—West, I saw, was much pleased with it.—They also resolved to
allow the Exhibiting members 3 days for varnishing &c. their pictures,
& Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday next were fixed upon.—Tresham sd.
when it was first proposed to extend the time He objected to it, but had
afterwards thought it proper. It was unanimous.

R.A. Secretary and his Salary

April 23.—The Academy Council I went to.—I stated to them that
Mr. Richards the Secretary had His Salary raised in 1800 from [50 to
f100 a year, That in 1803 He in some way operated on the Council not
to admit His claim to be considered one of the gnmmittee of arrangement,
a claim which from the period of the institution had never been made,
but they voted Him that year [21 for business done during the arrange-
ment or to that effect. That in consequence of this in 1804 He put
Himself down as a Member of the Committee & charged for Himself upwards
of f41.—That in consequence of it I being then in the Council, did in
1805 object to such a claim, and in consequence He was not paid anything
either in 1805, or 1806, but that when I audited the accts. in November
last (1807) I found He had that year claimed & been paid upwards of

98 for the years 1805 & 1806 ; and for 1807 [58. 8. 6. which was within

as much as was paid to the whole of the other members of the Com-
mittee, viz : Messrs Owen, Northcote, Sandby & Garvey.—It thus ap-
peared that He had gradually increased His demand & wrote Himself
down what He pleased.—That His Claim was unprecedented & unwar-
ranted ; that it was in fact raising the salary of an Officer of the Academy
without the consent of the General Assembly & the sanction of the King ;
and that to allow any Member of a Society to write Himself down what
sum He pleased annually was what no other Society wd. suffer.

To al]f this He had nothing to say.—I then delivered a statement to
them of the Sums paid &c. for their future consideration.—Having done
this, I represented to them the shameful waste of wine for the annual
dinner day—& that for 175 persons there had been charged 274 bottles
of wine the cost of which was [116,—We then went to Fuseli’s parlour
to dinner.—Mr. West went to dinner with the Society of Antiquaries.
—Tresham sd. that the Ball He gave at His House in Brook St. some-
time ago cost Him go guineas, which He pd. out of the first receipt for
His picture painted for Mr. Davidson.—

resham today spoke highly to me of Mrs. Pope (Wheatley) saying
she had produced a great alteration in Pope [the actor], who though not
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that Loutherburgh appeared to be made up dressed to make the most of
a decaying appearance.

May 2.—I recd. a note from Lord Mulgrave informing me that
Lord Gardner had recommended Lieutenant Farington [William, the
Diarist’s nephew] for promotion & that His Lordship (Mulgrave) would
have great pleasure in complying with the Admiral’s wishes.—This agree-
able information gave a tone to our meeting that was very convivial
& they remained with me till Eleven oClock in high spirits.—*

Union with Ireland

May 5.—Lawrence I dined with.—Lord Reddesdale sat to Him
this day.—His Lordship spoke of the Union with Ireland as being
necessary.— Lhe late Lord Clare said to Him “ That the government of
Ireland was worn out,’—meaning by the excessive corruption which
prevailed, in the parliament of Ireland, everything being carried on by
purchasing the Members.—Lord Reddesdale blamed the government
of this country for not having completely put a stop to this practise
when the Union was formed ; it might have been attended wi& some
difficulty for a year or two, but wd. have settled into fair proceeding.
—He lamented the apathy which prevails in this country at this perini
saying the people seem to be insensible to the dangers which threaten
them from the French power.—

May 8.—Robt. Smirke called having arrived in town this morning.
—He had been with Lord Lonsdale at Lowther & at Whitehaven. He
travelled with His Lordship to & from the North. He travels with
great expedition ; g or 10 miles an Hour, in a Carriage ; & sometimes on
Horseback goes a great distance in a day.—He told Robert that He once
rode from Swillington in Yorkshire to Whitehaven, 150 miles, in one-
day.—At Lowther, Lord Melvillet passed two days with His Lordship
& they with Robt. Smirke, dined each day; no other company.—They
dined at 6 & sat till abt. 10,—during which time Lord Melville talked
much & chiefly upon Political matters. He was in high spirits upon
the state of this country at present : sd. that we now stood an independent
nation and were able to shew the world that we cd. do without the Con-
tinent, that we had resources sufficient.—That Sweden we assisted
from kindness, otherwise it was of little importance to us to interest our-
selves in that contest.—He spoke of the establishment of the Royal
Family of Portugal at the Brazils with rapture as being a blessing on
this country, & in its nature something almost too romantic to be thought
of. It is a good [omen] which hope wd. not have ventured to cherish.

* Farington’s dinner party consisted of Sir George Beaumont, (Sir) David Wilkie, the
Hon, Augustus Phipps (brother to Lord Mulgrave), W. Daniell, R.A., George Dance, R.A.,
and H. Edridge, A.R.A.

t Henry Dundas Viscount Melville was born in 1742, and died in 1811, See Index,
Vols. I, 1L, IIL., IV.
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May 13.—Called on Hansard to urge Him to print the life of Edwards
for which I sent Him the last part of my manuscript on Tuesday last,
—He sh me His work shop & I was surprised at the great scale
on which He carried on His business. He spoke of the different faculties
of His men, for employments seemingly very simple. Some of them He
said, who had a mechanical turn, did their business with great ease
& address, while to others it was labour.—

Minor Artists

May 14.—Arnald called in the evening.—He sd. He was born at
Farndip in Northamptonshire, on the Bedfordshire side, abt. 12 or 13
miles from Northampton ;—That in early youth He was little disposed
to play but His chief pleasure was in drawing. That when He discovered
a desire to practise it as a profession His friends opposed it; but He
persisted &]i)eing encouraged by one person, He began to attempt por-
trait painting. After a time He came to London, & was made known
to Pether the landscape painter, from whom He recd. some instruction,
but irregularly, owing to the singularity & unfixed habits of Pether,
who divided His time between painting,—mechanicks, & musick.—He
however copied many of Pether’s pictures & took great pains to imitate
His touch in which Iyle so far succeeded as to be able to paint pictures
which passed for Pether’s.—He then felt the necessity of studying from
nature, which He did, and did all in His power to divest Himself of Pether’s
manner, for which purpose He also copied pictures by different masters.
—Edridge introduced Him to Mr. Bernard some years ago.—Mr. Herberrt,
who resides near the Lake of Killarney, has invited Him to go there, &
offered to pay His Expences, and al)srn to give Him Commissions for
pictures. ll':le studied for a time in the Royal Academy.—The young
man, Jameson, of Ambleside, has talents, but is too confident.—

Pether is abt. 50 years old. He has been twice married: Had 2
Children by His first wife, & 7 by His present wife. He is a harmless
man, but very singular. He made a TeEescope, Eleven inches diameter,
witht. any assistance. The Brass work & every other part was made by
Himself.—He has knowledge of the Theory of musick, & considerable
power in the practise of it.—

Dinners and Dining

May 15.—Went to St. James’s Chapel. —Robt. Smirke called. He
mentioned that Lord Lonsdale had complained of the Crowd assembled
at the Annual Academy dinner last year, that He had scarcely room to
use His arms, & that Mr. Knight could never get more than one hand to
His plate. He added that with proper arrangement it might be made
a very fine entertainment, but as it then was He shd. go but never stay
[to e?;nner again.—Baker called with His printed acct. of poor Marchi,
published in the Gentleman’s Magazine.—
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Sir Abraham Hume’s I dined at.—2 Courses—Champaigne &c. Six
Servants waiting.—I thought Lord Dartmouth’s appearance altered.
—Person thinner, His legs much reduced,—but He seemed to be well.—
Others thought as I did.—Sir F. Baring looked very well,—drank wine
with me.—A Chearful man & perfectly unassuming.—Mr. Henry Hope
told me that He (Mr. Hope) is a great friend to fires, thinks they purify
the air,—Has a fire morning & evening even in this weather.—Lord St.
Asaph while looking at the portrait of Lady Hume by Sir Joshua, said,
He did not think the colours wd. have appeared so pure & bear out so
were not the picture painted on Pannel.—Lord & Lady Bridgewater came
in the evening.—

May 16.—Northcote dined with me. He has had many sitters in
consequence of having the approved dpnrtrait of himself,—Lord Cowper,
—The Revd. Mr. Simeon. &c.—Haydon’s grandfather was a stable Boy
or something of that kind, afterwards became Parish Clerk of Plymouth,
and eventually having some abilities, painted signs &c. and set up a sort
of Booksellers Shop, in which He was succeeded by His Son, Haydon’s
Father.*

Coleridge and Dr. Johnson

Haydon dined lately at Sir G. Beaumonts with Coeleridge & Wilkie
—Coleridge spoke of Dr. Johnson with little respect, said He had * ver-
biage” meaning words & little more; Lady Beaumont acknowledged
she had been impressed with a high idea of Ig::ihna::u'n but now thought
differently. This Haydon told to Prince Hoare,—who estimated it
duly.—

}l?:'rince Hoare attended one of Coleridge’s Lectures at the Royal
Institution. When Coleridge came into the Box there were several Books
laying. He opened two or three of them silently and shut them again
after a short inspection. He then paused, & leaned His head on His
hand, and at last said, He had been thinking for a word to express the
distinct character of Milton as a Poet, but not finding one that wd. ex-
press it, He should make one “ Ideality.” He spoke extempore.—

[See Index, Vols. L, IL., IIL, IV., for previous references to Sir Thomas Bernard, Sir

Abraham Hume (art collector), Henry Hope (art collector) and Prince Hoare ; Vol. IIL.,
to Joshua Cristal, William Pether and Earl Cowper.]

* Here is Haydon's own story of his parentage : ** My father was the lineal descendant
of one of the oldest families in Devon, the Haydons of Cadhay. The family was ruined
by a Chancery suit, and the children were bound out to various trades. Among them
was my grandfather, who was bound out to Mr. Savery, of Slade, near Plymouth. He
conducted himself well, and gained the esteem of his master, who in time made him his
steward. In a few years he saved money, and on the death of Mr. Savery set up a book-
seller’s shop in Plymouth, where he died in 1773 from disease of the heart.

“ My grandfather (who was very fond of painting) married Mary Baskerville, a de-
scendant of the great printer, She was a woman of great energy and violent prejudices.
She hated the French and she hated the Americans, and once, when an American prisoner,
who had escaped, crept into her house and appealed to her for protection until pursuit
was over, though alone in the house, she told him ‘ she hated all Americans,” and turned
the poor fellow out into the street,”
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Poets and Painters

He remarked on the hard lot of Poets,—how little Milton got;
& that Butler was starved :—He sd. Wordsworth has not got f200 by
all He has written,—& has lived upon [70 a year at Grassmere.—

He was sorry [forl] the sort of encouragement which is given to Artists,
much money being laid out for indifferent performances, which will be
an encouragement to many to attempt to paint though witht. talent ;
which will make it a trade.—He wd. have nothing admitted for sale at
the British Institution but works of real merit after inspection.—He com-
plained of Lassitude which He thought indicated Fever ; in other respects
He had nothing to complain of.—

Lawrence I dined with.—Lord Whitworth* told Him today, that
notwithstanding the embargo in France, & the orders of Council in England,
there is a great deal of trade carrying on with the Continent ; that He
had seen for a considerable time past 4o licences a day issued permitting
vessels to sail to the Continent, which they do undyer the Kaiphausen
& Pappendick Flags.t :

May 18.—Lysons called & read to me a Memorial from Mr. Collard
His Brother-in-Law, to the Lords of the Treasury, stating that His Father
now deceased, was the person who suggested the Plan of Mail Coaches,
proposed His scheme to the Postmaster General who said it was impractic-
able, He then or before mentioned it to Mr. Palmer of Bath, who was
struck with it, & desired to be in some [way] concerned in the under-
taking.—Palmer afterwards effected it, by interest & assiduity, but left
Collard unnoticed in His proceedings.—Collard was an Alderman of
Bristol, & there are many persons in that City who know that the Mail
Coach Plan was Collards.—Freeling of the Post Office once acknowledged
to Lysons that they knew of Collard’s Plan, but that it was not the same
with that of Palmer. Freeling is Palmers friend having been brought
forward by Him. Lysons is doing what He can to bring it before the
House of Commons in hope of some remuneration & Mr. Seymour,
Solicitor of Margaret St. has sent a copy of Collard’s memorial to Major

Palmer.
Lysons dined with Mrs. Dixon,] widow of the Bishop of Down, on

* Previously British Ambassador to France.
+ Hanoverian : Napoleon did not occupy the northern region of Hanover until 1810.

I Mr. Wm. F. Symes writes : * Mrs. Dixon was Miss Henrietta Symes, of Kilcommon,
Co. Wicklow. Her brother, who died in 1824, was Rector of Kilcommon ; her father,
Jeremiah Symes, was also Rector of Kilcommon, and her grandfather, Michael Symes,
was also Rector of Kilcommon. Mrs. Dixon's grandmother, who married Michael Symes,
Rector of Kilcommon, had a sister, Mary, who married John Symes, who built and resided
at Coolboy, Co. Wicklow, and who died in 1757.

*“ This John Symes, of Coolboy, who was grandfather to my great-grandfather, Glascott
Symes, of Killester, Co. Dublin, had a son, Abraham Symes, who was Rector of Carnew,
Co. Wicklow, who died in 1781. He married, as his second wife, Anne, second daughter
of Thomas Le Hunt, of Artramond, Co. Wexford, in 1769. Thisplace, Artramond, was,
as the Irish Times says, burned down in February, 1923, during * the settlement of Ireland ’
by Mr. Lloyd George, the Prime Minister of Engl:mc?, in the reign of his Majesty George V."
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from Newcastle under Lyme of the Surrender of Junot & His army,

in Portugal. The Bells rung till midnight.—

September 17.—Before breakfast looked at the Antique Cross
in the Market Place,—a remarkable specimen of an early period.—Before
9 left Sandbach & proceeded to Nantwich 12 miles, over a paved road
through a flat country, full of Hedge rows. Made the Crown Inn our
Head quarters, a respectable House.—I proceeded to make notes of the
Church it being of a singular form, and the only remarkable building
in the town, that is conspicuous ; after which I went to a station from
whence I had a South East view of the town, and made a drawing for
Messrs Cadell & Davis.—We dined at § past 4—and in the evening
the London Post brought newspapers which contained an account of the
disiraceful Convention with Funnt, which allowed Him & His Army
to be transported to France with their arms & much of their plunder
in British Vessels. This turned the joy which had been excited by the
report the day before into lamentation,

September 18.—Went to Church of which the Revd. Mr. Clarke
is Vicar. He officiated and the Curate preached. The Service was
preceded by a Psalm sung by a Body of Children who are employed in
Cotton works. The People sat during the singing till Gloria Patri was
sung.—After divine service we left Nantwich & proceeded to Tarperly
11 miles, passing Buxton Castle, which was on our left hand a mile & §
before we reached Tarperly & a mile or two distant from the road. The
Rock on which the remains of the Castle stand resembles in its form that
on which Edinburgh Castle & Stirling Castle are erected. A precipice
in front tapering off. The road from Nantwich to Tarperly is on a paved
bottom covered with sand on earth,—generally good & in many parts
excellent.—At Tarperly where we stopped to change our Chaise and Horses
we found a large & commodious Inn built to accommodate these gentlemen
of the County who form the Tarperly Hunt.—

01d Chester

We proceeded to Chester ; and at about two miles before we reached
the City I was struck with the appearance of the town above which
the Welsh mountains rise in fine forms and long picturesque lines, Before
entering the town, in the suburbs, the City appeared to so much ad-
vantage, the public buildings, the River Dee, & the rising ground on which
the town stands were displayed and I determined after going to different
spots adjacent upon a situation from whence to make a drawing. I found
that [Warwick] Emith in His view taken near the point I fixed upon Had
omitted the Cathedral, & paid so little attention to the forms of other
public buildings which He did introduce that it was scarcely possible to
ascertain what He intended to represent, His view was in every respect
incorrect—and proved the necessity of having another representation

of this City for Messrs. Cadell & Davis.
VOL. V. ;o
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Local Worthies

After the ladies retired we sat sometime with Mr. [Archy] Bell, who
told us He was 83 years of age, but time had not wea eneg is bodily
powers so as to prevent Him from filling His glass with Port wine more
frequently than it would have suited us to do.—And this, we were in-
formed is His habit. He eats very little; & is fond of late Hours, by
choice not going to bed, till one, two, or three oClock in a morning,
yet rising at the hour of the family he happens to be with.—His person
is thin ;—His manner very chearful. What he drank seemed to have
no effect upon Him.—

He Spﬂﬁﬂ of an acquaintance of His, one who He had known 60 years ;
who in His youth disregarded religion wholly,—but marrying a beautiful
woman, He became a solemn Methodist, & was accustomed to take His
young wife to a Methodist Chapel sometimes at the early hour of 5 in
the morning, walking with a dark lanthorn.—He professed Methodism
several years, but Mr, Bell thought it was from policy as it afforded him
a pretence upon His being married to separate Himself from His gay
companions.—From being a Methodist He became a Churchman accord-
ing to the established usage, having by this time acquired a considerable
fortune, & feeling more restraint from Methodism.—He mentioned other
particulars, & concluded with saying, “ Jack, is abt. 78 years old, & on
the whole may be sd. to have more foibles than faults. As to feeling
]eic{n has had sufficient to shew that He is a Philosopher & can bear
trials. -

A Breach of the Law

[In the Court of Kings Bench yesterday Captain Chambers, son
of the late Sir William Chambers Architect, R.A. recovered f2120
from Wm. Jones Esqr. Marshal of the Kings Bench for having
suffered Captn. Caulfield to live out of the Prison doors, with Mrs. Cham-
bers, wife of the Plaintiff, at Bryanstone St. & at Hampton court, at
which place He died, & His body was brought to His lodgings in the rules
of the King’s Bench Prison to be buried. This was in law considered
an escape & the Plaintiff had therefore to look to the Marshal for indemnifi-
cation for the escape, & the Council hoped the Marshal had good security
to look to for His indemnification in suffering the Prisoner to live out of
the prison-doors.—Note—[2120 was the Sum (damages) given against
Captn. Caulfield for Crim : Con : with Mrs. Chambers. She is a natural
daugr. of Admiral Lord Rodney.—From small note-book.]

A Manchester Magistrate

December 9.—Two persons were brought to Dick [Farington’s
bmthcr]PaS a Magistrate, they having been taken up by Nagle, a Man-
chester Police Officer, on Kersal Moor, with their Seconds, having met to
fight a duel, in consequence of a quarrel at dinner yesterday. They now
gave bail to keep the peace, each of them in [250 for Himself in {500,
& their Sureties in [250.—They were commercial men, one of them from
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Guildhall, with Mr. Drummond the Banker, to oblige Him to compleat
His set of the Shakespere work to which He subscribed.—A new trial is
to be in this or the next term.—Landseer was at the head of the En-
gl‘averﬁ who were on the side of Drummond, and Hoppner, Beechey, &

ourgeois were also on that side—On His (Boydell’s) side were Smirke,
—Northcote,—Peters—Fuseli &c.—Fuseli, however, expressed himself
privately to be very much disatisfied with a plate engraved by Caldwell
from His picture of Lear.—These witnesses were not examined, as the
Attorney General for Boydell, admitted a non-suit before the trial came
to that point,—not being Erepared to prove that Mr. Drummond must
have recd. notice of the publication of the numbers, and that the statute
of limitation wd. protect Him against a Claim not made during 7 years.
—Boydell applied to West to be a witness, and West spoke highly of the
encouragement given to Artists by the Boydell’s, saying that all the
commissions He had recd. did not amount to [5000 except what He had
had from the King & from Boydell’s.—But when West was subpcena’d
He set off for Windsor, & did not appear in Court.—

Turner and Mrs. Danby

February 11.—Calcott told me Turner while He was at Sir John
Leicesters last Summer painted two pictures for Sir John, views of Tabley,
of His 250 guineas size, yet Thomson who was there said, That His time
was occupied in fishing rather than painting. He also begun another
picture.—A Mrs. Danby, widow of a musician, now lives with him,
—=She has some children.*—

* Mrs. Danby fell from her estate of mistress to that of keeper of Turner’s dingy house
mn Queen Anne Street, Portland Place. In 1851, Turner, a broken man, disappeared, and
his whereabouts were unknown until Mrs. Danby, on turning out his clothes one day,
found in a pocket a letter sent from Chelsea. Straight away she and a woman friend walked
to Chelsea and found the great artist at the house of Mrs. Booth, next door to a ginger-beer
shop. She at once informed Mr. Harpur, one of Turner’s executors, and he reached the
house in Chelsea in time to see the painter die with the sunshine that he loved illuminating
his weary eyes. Mrs. Danby used to mix his colours, and Turner, always difficult to please,
would frequently say to her : “ Can’t you set a palette better than this?”  The first of
several icils to his will directs the erection of a gallery to hold his pictures, and the ap-
pointment of Mrs. Danby as custodian, with'a salary of £100 and [go for assistance, and her
daughters, Georgiana and Evelyn, were each to have [100 a year. Bﬁuﬂtﬁ were revoked
in tg: 1848 codicil. Seven monthslater he in a codicil bequeathed to Mrs. Danby and Mrs.
Booth an annuity of 150 each. But the next-of-kin disputed the will and four codicils
proved on September 6, 1852, and after four years' expensive legal wrangling a compromize
was effected on March 19, 1856. The real estate was to go to the heir-at-law, the pictures,
&c., to the National ery, £ 1,000 for the erection of a monument in St. Paul's Cathedral,
f20,000 to the Royal Academy free of legacy duty, the remainder to be divided among the
next-of-kin.

In the above entry it is stated that Mrs. Danby was the widow of a musician. There
was a musician named John Danby (1757-1798) who lived at 8, Gilbert Buildings, Lambeth,
and 26, Henrietta Street, Covent Garden,
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February 14.—Ward called.—He spoke of the D of Y—
with much reprobation, & of Mrs. Clarke’s spirited & well applied answers
to the questions put to Her in the House of Commons.—He said all who
spoke of this matter were against the D——.—He mentioned the pro-
fligacy of the D—— of C——, who is said to have seduced one of the
daugrs. of Mrs. J—— which she had by Mr. F——d, & that she is now

lying in.

Grasping R.A.'s

Philips came to tea. He wished to ask my opinion. The members
of the last Council voted that payment of 5 shillings each shd. be made
to each member attending a Summons for a Council, although a Council
should not be formed.—This being presented in the Treasurers accts.
since Christmas, it caused a debate in the Council. Shee and three other
members thought that as Members attending had never been paid unless
a Council was formed, they ought not now to be paid. Upon this question
the Council divided.—Shee & 3 other members were against the payment.
—Four members, including Philips, were for it.—

West gave the casting vote for it. I told Philips that I disapproved of
it. If any alteration should take place in the practise it should be pro-
posed & receive the sanction of the General Assembly ; that I had always
disapproved of putting new constructions upon words in the Book of
laws, different from the practise & the meaning of those who formed
the laws.—

Castle Eden (owner, Rowland Webster, Esq.), sailed from Torbay 27 May, 18c0, returned to
her moorings 7 November, 1801. Surgeon of the Lady Burges (owner, John Prinsep,
Esq.), sailed from Portsmouth 1 March, 1802, returned to her moorings 26 August, 1803.
Presumably John Dick (captured in India) is the one referred to in the Diary.”

Mr. H. E. A. Cotton, Calcutta, May 15, 1923, in response to the above letter,
says : “ I have been much interested in Mr. Henry Harries' note on Scottish Surgeons in
the marine service of the East India Company. But I venture to think that neither the
John Dick nor the William Dick mentioned by him can be identified with the subject
of the entry in the Diary of February 13, 1809, which runs: ‘My Brother [Richard
Atherton Farington, the retired Company's ship's captain] sd. that Dr. Dick . . . was
Surgeon’s Mate [not Surgeon] on board [an] East Indiaman : that He afterwards settled
in Bengal, where he was much appreciated as a Physician.' Richard Farington retired
from the Company's service in 1798, and all his voyages after 1784 were made to China :
so that his recollections of Bengal must be of an earlier date to those given in Mr. Harries’
note (1797 to 1803). The Dr. Dick whom we find settled in practice in London in 1809,
and attending on Sir George Beaumont (see entry of March 3o, 180g), was, I suggest, another
William Dick, assistant surgeon on the Bengal establishment, whose name appears in various
entries in the Registers of St. John’s Church, Calcutta. He was the father of two sons, born
and baptised in Calcutta : Major-General Sir Robert Henry Dick, K.C.B., K.C.H. (bap-
tised on August 6, 1786), who served in the Peninsula and at Waterloo, and was killed at
the battle of Sobraon on February 1o, 1816, by one of the last shots fired : and William
Fleming Dick (baptised on February 20, 1788), who was in the Bengal Civil Service from
1808 to 1838, and married Emily Shakespear, the sister of Sir Richmond Shakespear, and
cousin of W. M. Thackeray. An earlier entry in the Registers records the marriage, on
September 8, 1783, of Mr, William Dick, assistant surgeon, to Miss Charlotte McClaran.”

VOL. V, 8
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in the House,—The Ministry, (but who by the way are divided upon the
subject) Perceval &c. are endeavouring to defend the D———The
opposition to support the charges,—and Wilberforce with other religious
men reprobating the D——'s licentious proceedings.—Mrs. Clarke is
allowed by all to have fascinated the House, by Her beauty & address.—

S. Lysons dined yesterday with Miss Berry’s.*—Agnes Berry sd.
that she had been told that on Her [Mrs. Clarke’s] first appearing a
Member had gone to Her & put a note into Her Hand, signifying that
He wished to sup with Her that night, adding the words * 300 guineas.”—

Sass, the Drawing Master

February 21.—Ward called, & complained of the partial arrange-
ment of the pictures at the British Institution.—Sass,f the drawing
Master, & other inferior artists, have their works in the best situations,
—but these persons promote the dinner given annually to Val : Green
& the subscription made afterwards for Him.—Ward sd. He wd. send
no more pictures.—I talked to Him of His excellence in engraving metzo-
tinto’s. He sd. He was apprehensive that His working in that line of
art wd. be an impediment to His being admitted an Academician—I
did not think so.—He sd. Sir {nhn Leicester proposes to sell several of
His ]gicturea by Turner, also Calcott’s “ Upright Mill "—& others.—

avis called. He expressed His & Mr. Cadell’s desire to be appointed
Booksellers to the Royal Aeademy ; saying that they were preparing
an edition of Barry’s works,—also another edition of Sir Joshua Rey-
nolds’s works, & others relative to art & shd. be happy to state them-
selves to the public in that situation, witht, the least view to emolument
from the Academy. He sd. He had spoken to Mr. Smirke on the sub-
ject, but had deferred proceeding farther till He had spoken to me.—
sd. that I cd. see no possible objection to the Academy agreeing to it
with a House so respectable as theirs.—He spoke of Landseer devoting
too much of his time to literary works, which might not answer to Him,
& mentioned His being employed in writing criticisms on works of art
published periodically by Tipper of Leadenhall St.—

* Miss Agnes Berry. See Vol. 1.

T Henry Sass (1788-1844) was born in London. He was of Russian origin, studied
at the Royal Academy School, exhibited pictures at the Academy itself and at the British
Institution. In 1818 he published a volume describing ** A Journey to Rome and Naples.”
Failing to win success as a painter, he started a school for the training of young artists who
wished to enter the R.A. Schools. Sass's institution (the first of its kind) was opened in
a house at the corner of Charlotte Street and Streatham Place, Bloomsbury, and soon
became very popular. His earlier pupils included Sir John Millais, C. W. Cope, and W.
P. Frith, who, in his ** Reminiscences,” fully describes Sass's school and some of those who
studied under him. Sass, who was an accomplished musician, enjoyed the friendship of
many eminent people, Turner and Landseer being among his more intimate associates,
In 1842 Francis Stephen Cary succeeded Sass in the direction of the school. His eldest
surviving son practised as an architect, the youngest became a doctor.

Sass's elder half-brother, Richard Sass or Sasse (1774-1849), was landscape painter
to the Prince Regent, and also acted as teacher in drawing to Princess Charlotre.
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disorder.—When He removed from Blackpool He ceased to eat Shrimps
& He had no more Head-ache.

Farington and the R.A.

March 9.—Daniell told me that at the Council last night Flaxman
entered upon the subject of The State of the Academy for the purpose of
establishing better regulations.—Shee sd. that it would be adviseable
first to refer to the Auditors, but particularly to me who was better
acquainted with the finances of the Academy than any other person.
This was agreed to & the Secretary was directed to request the Auditors
to attend at the Council on Wednesday next March 15th.—Shee has also

roposed in Council *“ That henceforward no member of the Council shall
Ee permitted to paint upon His pictures during the period of arrangement.”
—This was agreed & is to be brought before a General meeting on the
25th. inst—It was considered that the 3 days allowed for varnishing
&c. afforded all reasonable time for any such purpose.—

An Improvident Bargain

William Daniell shewed us a letter recd. by Him from Cadell & Davis
calling upon Him for payment of all the money He had recd. for books
sold of “the work on natural History,” published by them, of which
they—Wm. Daniell—& Mr. Wood who writes the letter press are joint
Proprietors.—By the agreement their expences for publishing were first
to be paid,—this amounted to upwards of [1600 of which upwards of
f100 remained due to them.—W. Daniell had been at the expence of
the C a};ﬁﬁ for the plates, perhaps 30 guineas, and had compleated the
whole, 60 in number, but was not to receive anything till Messrs. Cadell
& Davis were reimbursed their expences, & then only to have a third
of the profits. This was deemed to be a very improvident bargain.

Vice in Dublin

March 11.—T. Johnson called.—He gave me some acct. of His late
tour in Ireland.—He sd. the Lake of Killarney is superior in beauty &
grandeur to any of our English Lakes; the Upper Lake is small; the
Rocks very fine; the Arbutus grows profusely upon them.—The line of
the Country to Bantry Bay is superior to Genoa & its vicinity.

The Hospitality of the Irish is extreme.—Thousands of the low Irish
eat & drink Potatoes & water only ; yet are in their persons very strong.
—In their Huts all sleep together, which has no immoral effect. The
Country Women reject every look & advance towards them. If a woman
is seduced, if she complains within 24 Hours, the Man must either marry
her or quit the Country, if He remains the punishment is transportation.

In Dublin there is much vice.—With respect to political matters the
Irish say, “ They wait for the King’s death, then they shall have what
they want.”—The low Irish now say, Buonaparte wd. take all they have.
—Mr. Johnson affected to be a Presbyterian to obtain their opinions.—
Gentlemen’s seats in Ireland are much more numerous than in England.
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resolutions, slipt out of the House, & voted on neither side.—He sd.
when Mr. Wardle brought the D—— of Y——'s business forward He
stood unsupported, & seemed to feel it, looking very pale, so as to excite
pity in the mind of Mr. Greenhill & others.—During the first two days
whenever anything was said in favor of the D—— the House cheered,
and much discouraged whatever was unfavourable. It was not till
Mr. Knight was examined that the House attended with seriousness &
then it was recd. silently.—

It is allowed that Mr. Adam has fallen much in public opinion by His
conduct on this occasion.—In an early stage He told Mr. grm:uh' that
in consequence of Mrs. Clarke having procured or endeavoured to procure
goods, in the D—— of Y ’s name, that He advised the D—— not to
pay Her annuity,—This charge against Her was refuted by the evidence
of Mr. Lowbon and Mr. Wilkinson, the D——’s agents.—He said Mr.
Perceval’s speech in defence was the speech of a Lawyer & a speech of
great dexterity. But Mr. Whitbread’s was a most impressive speech &
quite English in plainness & directness to the subject. He carried several
members by it.—

May 1.—Northcote & Taylor dined with me.—They expressed
opposite sentiments respecting the fate of Spain ; Taylor being convinced
that the French will never be able to conquer that Country,—Northcote
wd. not feel uneasy from apprehension of it if His own death shd. be
ordained to happen at the period of the French being expelled from it.—

Heriot* has been appointed Paymaster to the Leward & Windward
Islands, & sailed for Barbadoes in February last, taking with Him His
whole family. His pay is 3 guineas & a Half a day, & his eldest Son is
to be assistant paymaster at a guinea a day.—He gave up His Com-
missionership of the Lottery which Igroduced Him égsc a year.—Mr.
Long appointed Him Pay Master.—He still retains 6 shares out of 10
Shares 1into which the property of the Sun Newspaper is divided.—Mr.
Clarke, the Editor, has 2 Shares, and Taylor one share.—It sometime
since produced Heriot 3000 a year. He kept two carriages & lived
too expensively,

Mrs. Canning, mother of the Right Honble. George Canning, appeared
upon the London Stage abt. 30 years ago. Her Mother was Midwife
to the Queen. Shelived with Reddish, the Player, & was sd. to be married
to Him. After His death she appeared at Plymouth with a company
of Strolling Players, & there she married a man of the name of H Son
of a person who had a small office under government.t—

* John Heriot (1760-1832) was a native of Haddington, Scotland, and author of “ An
Historical Sketch of Gibraltar.”” He started the True Briton on ]a,nuari; Xy I?vgﬁ, and on
October 15t of that year established the Sum, with the help of R. G. Clarke eriot re-

turned from Barbados in 1816, and was appointed Comptroller of Chelsea Hospital. See
Index, Vols. 1., IL., II1,

1 Mrs. Canning was married to Redditch, an actor, afterwards to Hunn, a Plymouth
linen-draper.  She outlived him for many years,
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May 21.—Mr. Wharton, Member for Durham, & Chairman of
Committees in the House of Commons, called on me,& repeated His invita-
tion to me to visit Him at Old Park, His House near Durham.—We talked
of His Duties in the House of Commons. He said, He is obliged to give
daily attendance from the time the Speaker takes the Chair till the
House breaks up, as it is always uncertain when the House may go into
a Committee, and this prevents Him from going from the House &
returning to it, as other Members do. Throughout the whole of each
Session He is thus confined by His duty, but when the Session ends
He is at liberty till another commences.—He observes strict temper-
ance. Every day on which the House meets, He drinks tea & eats
Bread and Butter at Breakfast, and at His dinner He limits himself to
abt. a quarter of a pound of meat, with which He drinks a glass of water
& has no other refreshment till the next morning. By this method He
keeps himself cool, & feels light, without any disposition to sleep even
when the House sits to a very late Hour.—He has been much afflicted
with gout, and now complained of walking in a lame manner.—

M.P.'s Live Temperately

On my remarking that it seemed extraordinary that the late Sittings
of the House did not cause the deaths of many of its members consider-
ing How many Old, and tender constitutioned persons subject themselves
to this fatigue, He replied, That it is remarkable but true, That the last
year during the Session, only one member out of 641 of which the House
consists, died, which was Admiral Rainier at upwards of 8o.—He said
Those Members who are in the Habit of attending the House much
for the most part live temperately.—He added That there are but few
who have Carriages waiting at a late Hour ; the generality walk Home,
and to this Old George Rose, ascribes an advantage. He thinks they
derive benefit, if, after being confined in the bad air of the House, which
it must be in the Winter Season when the windows are closed, they
walk a mile in air more pure & refreshing.—

Napoleon’s Difficulties

May 21—Mr. Wharton [M.P.] told me a kind of insurrection
against Buonaparte’s authority has certainly taken ifl:an::e in Hanover
& in Hesse; also that the French army in Italy under Eugene Beau-
harnais has been defeated & driven beyond the Adige, & that the Austrian
Force is very considerable.—The situation of Marshal Soult atr Oporto
is also such as to afford strong reason to believe that He must surrender
to the British Army.—Malﬂuias Wellesley, He sd. is a man of great re-
sources. It was expected He wd. have sailed for Spain before this time,
but He has been in the House of Commons several times lately.—

Mr. Grant, Chairman of the India Company, told Mr. Wharton
yesterday, that there had been an engagement between the Russians
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& the Persians in which the latter were defeated. This had incensed
the Persian government against the French, who, they believed, might
by their influence over the Russian government have mediated & pre-
vented this war—The French General Gardanne had in consequence
become unpopular among the Persians.—

Mr. Wharton told me How much He had suffered in His Health
owing to having left Lowther in October last the 26th. or 7th. in bad
weather at 3 oClock in the afternoon to go to Old Park abt. 50 miles,
that night. He was 4 Hours in passing over Stainmoore, and became
so cold & fatigued when He reached Home at 3 oClock in the morning
that He never was well afterwards till the end of December.—~Having
left Company at His House caused Him to act thus indiscreetly.—

Sir Marmaduke Wyvil

Lady Dowager Gardner I called on at No. 14 Lower Gloucester Place.
She was not at home.—Lord Gardner I called on at Cook’s Hotel, Dover
S5t. He was out.—Lord Muncaster I called on at the Albion Hotel,
Jermyn St. & sat with Him sometime. I found a gentleman with Him
who spoke to me knowing I had been in Scotland.—Lord Muncaster
told us an Anecdote of the late Mr. Carr, Architect, of York.—When
the late Sir Marmaduke Wyvil, came into posession of His estate,
being then a very young man, He desired to have some alterations
made in His family mansion in Yorkshire. He al‘:iplied to Mr. Carr
for that purpose, & the alterations [having] been fixed upon, which were
to have cost f1500, Sir Marmaduke said He shd. make an excursion
to Scotland, and in abt, § months, abt. the end of October, shd. return,
& Carr assured Him He should have everything compleated for his
residence in November.—Sir Marmaduke proceeded on His tour, &
trusting to Carr had no correspondence with Him. He returned at
the time proposed and being on Horseback, when He came within a
certain distance of His House, He was surprised at not seeing it, &
began to think He had mistaken the road to it, but proceeding a little
farther, His Servant assured Him that though the House was not seen
they were on the right track, He went on, till approaching the spot
on which it had stood, nothing appeared but the Ifnwer part of walls,
Scaffold &c.—

Sir Marmaduke was astonished & went to Carr who was at York,
who told Him, that He had sent workmen to take down a certain part
of the House, where alterations were proposed to be made, but that
there had been a mistake and they had pulled down the whole House.—
Mr. Wyvil, who succeeded to Sir Marmaguke’s estate told Lord Muncas-
ter that this mistake as Carr called it, cost Sir Marmaduke [10,000 to
build another House.—

Wyatt’s conduct in neglecting Lord Pembroke’s alterations at

Wilton, was spoken of. Lord M. said Lord Pembroke had given Him
up His patience having been exhausted.—
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George said, drily, that Lady Beaumont spoke of the Book as if she was
employed to sell it.—She sd. she Had causeg the sale of some of them.

Favorable news was reported viz : of Buonaparte having been beaten,
& been obliged to recross the Danube.

June 8.—The portrait of Lord Heathfield was this morning brought
to me from the ﬁlmpean Museum, & Lawrence called. He thought
it the best of Sir Joshua’s pictures of Men & equal to that of Mrs. Siddons
[as the * Tragic Muse ”]. He felt He shd. learn much from it, particularly
in breadth of colour—Westall called & I talked with Him respecting the
pictures to be painted by His Brother for the Admiralty,—recommend-
ing moderate prices.—I told him Wilson had only 40 guineas for a Half
length unless Historical figures were introduced.

June 10.—Pictures painted by Sir Joshua Reynolds were spoken
of.—Mr. Knight sd. His fine portrait of John Hunter is utterly gone by
cracking &c.—West sd. the same of his portrait of Lord Heathfield.®
West told me that Shee’s poem “ Elements of Art™ is very highl
sI]:oken of,—He has heard nothing to the contrary.—Impressed wi
the manly & able manner in which Shee has maintained the Cause
of Art & of its Profession, He thought it proper & did call upon Him
to express His acknowledgment of it.—He sd. Shee has paid much
attention to Him since He (Shee) came into the Council, & has occasion-
ally walked home with Him, to His door, and communicated His,
Shee’s sentiments to Him, Thus seeming indirectly to apologize for
His former proceedings.—

The Bridgewater Collection

I asked Mr. Long what caused the late Duke of Bridgewater to make
a Collection of pictures as it appeared to be an object very unlike any-
thing He had, almost throughout His life, attended to. He said it
was in consequence of His happening to have a few fine pictures which
were in His family—and that when He had once begun His mind became
ardent upon it, & the picture dealers, Bryant &c. by reporting to Him
a fine picture, & then inflaming His mind with the apprehension of a
competition for it, by signifying that Lucien Buonaparte or some other
person wanted that picture, could obtain from Him generally high
rices.—He always regretted not having got the picture of Lazarus
after Michl. Angelo, by Sebastian del Piombo, now belonging to Mr.
Angerstein, & would say “I ought to have had that picture by Don
Sebastian ”,—such was His ignorance of the Master in Painting.

The Canon'’s Vanity

Dr. Langford, one of the Canons of Windsor, who by mismanage-
ment of His affairs got into great difficulties, and was obliged to leave
Eaton School, in consequence of His imprudent conduct never appears
at Windsor, & the other Eleven Canons divide His duty among them.

* The cracking is quite apparent in the portrait, which is now in the Naticnal Gallery.
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animadversions on the impropriety of engaging Madame Catalani to
sing at the new Theatre Covent Garden, as interfering with the representa-
tion of Tragedies & Comedies which the public had a right to expect
shd. be the subjects exhibited there, as the exclusive patents cd. only
have been allowed to the Proprietors upon a supposition that this &
Drury Lane Theatre would be used for that purpose.—His Lordship

concurred in these sentiments.—

The Eye had Fallen Out

Lord Lonsdale told me that yesterday He was with the Duke of
Rutland, & saw His picture of the * Infant Hercules” painted by Sir
Joshua Reynolds, which has begun to crack & a few small pieces have
come out. The Duke has brought it to London to get it repaired.—
The Duke sd. that the large picture of the Nativity by Sir Joshua, which
is at Belvoir Castle, is also in a bad state ; the #ye of one of the Heads
had fallen out, and the Revd. Wm. Peters has endeavoured to restore it.—

Taste and Manners

June 13.—Sir G. Beaumont [ dined with.—Sir George sd. He
thought Mr. Long by His influence with Mr, Pitt might have done much
more for the Arts than had been done, & that Mr. Long had amused
Himself but had not extended His views beyond it.—On Saturday last
the Committee of taste met to consider the business of the public Monu-
ments voted by Parliament. It was found that there is a great want
of Carrara Marble, the stock in England being exhausted. It was sug-
gested that it would be adviseable to offer a bounty to whoever could
procure a quantity of this marble. This proposal was objected to b
Mr. Long,—and Bronze was talked of.—Sir George spoke of Mr. Long's
taste for pictures being of a limited kind. He is gratified by the works
of Claude, but disliked the landscapes of Rubens ; & has no real relish
for those of Wilson.—He spoke of some drawings which He had seen
which were made last year by Lord Aylesford; studies from nature
but executed in the stile of Rembrant. He said they were extremely
well done. But His Lordship’s taste is also limited. He has no great
liking for pictures unless those by Rembrant; and has quite an abhor-
rence of the pictures by Wilson.—In this respect Sir George remarked
How enlarged was the mind of Sir{[ﬂshua Reynolds, who felt the merits
of every kind of practise of the art if excellent in its kind.—

Sir George talked much abt. Haydon,—sd. that except West there
is no other who cd. paint such a picture as that He had done for Ld.
Mulgrave.—He had heard that His manners are objected to by some
of the younger artists, & admitted that they ought to be regulated.—

Sir George remarked on Mr. [Payne] Knights observation on the land-
scapes of Rubens “ That the plants on the foreground are painted with
such fidelity that a Botanist might study them ”—This, Sir George
sd. was giving to them that which Rubens never thought of, & what is

not true,
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from being suddenly surprised on seeing a stranger.—This inequality
in Lord Radstock is very commonly experienced by those who know
Him.—He married the daugr. of a merchant in one of the Greek Islands.
He has g or 10 children, & is sd. to have no more than [2500 a year.
Mr. Watts [Constable’s Uncle] has an habitual reverence for rank &
title. He says, “ Descent i1s what money cannot purchase.”—

Lord Lonsdale & Sir James Graham told me that the Earl of Bridge-
water had advanced money to Bryan, the picture dealer, upon the picture
by Titian now litigating between Lord Eunsdale & Bryan, which was
reprobated by Sir James as being very [im]proper.—Bryan was an-
nounced a Bankrupt in last Saturday’s Gazette.—Sir James sd. [Bryan]
had not a guinea left.

An Instrument of Heaven

After tea much political conversation. C. Offley sd. Buonaparte
has practised much less cruelty than is recorded of former Conquerers.—
Considers Him an instrument in the hand of Heaven to effect certain
purposes.—

June 21.—Lord Lonsdale left London this morning & wd. go
to Cottesmore, 100 miles, to dinner—He rode up from thence when
He last came to London, in one¢ day, & was in town at dinner.—He rode
40 miles before breakfast.—He once rode the whole distance in one day
upon one Horse—He meant to have stopped on the road, but finding
the Horse fresh proceeded.—

Lady Mary spoke of the Duchess of Montrose being much recovered.
Had she died the Duke would have sustained a heavy loss ; she manages
much of His business & accounts.—I talked to Lady Mary & Lady
Anne of the importance of obtaining in Youth all the knowledge &
general improvement that could be acquired, & told them that at an
advanced period of life they wd. feel the value of it more than they
would do while young. Aged persons may be respected on that acct.
but will not be attended to unless found to posess wisdom & knowledge,
and refinement of mind, the effect of devoting part of our time to those
studies which' embellish life.—Lady Mary told me that Lord Grosvenor
had called on Robt. Smirke to see the model of Lowther & then men-
tioned to Him that He had heard that Mr. Lysons had found much
fault with the architecture of Eaton Hall, His Lordship’s House*

Independence of Nations

[Parliament was this day prorogued [says the Morning Past].—In
His Majesty’s speech is the following—* To the efforts of Europe for
its own deliverance, His Majesty has directed us to assure you, that

¥ Lady Mary Lowther and Lady Anne Lowther were daughters of the first Earl of
Lonsdale. Lady Mary was married on Sept. 16, 1820, to Major-General Lord William
Frederick Cavendish-Bentinck. Anne became the wife of Sir John Beckett, second
baronet, Judge Advocate-General. Sir Edmund Beckett, fifth baronet, was created first
Lord Grimthorpe in 1886.
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morning got upon the Austrian flanks, having in the night passed the
Austrian redoubts. He attacked the Austrians in the rear, & carried
their intrenched Camp at its weakest points. He appears to have
attracted the attention of the Archduke Charles to a particular spot,
while He passed the river with the greater part of His army at a distant
place. The first attack was on the 6th.—Hard fought & bloody battles
were on the 7th. & 8th.—The scenes of action were at Essling,—Wolkers-
dorf—& Wagram,—The Austrian Centre was pierced, & the carnage
dreadful. The Bulletin said The Austrian Army was nearly destroyed,
& left in full retreat. Their loss is stated at from 10 to 12,000 men killed
& wounded ; 20,000 prisoners, 40 pieces of Cannon, & a great number
of Standards, & that among the killed, wounded, & prisoners, are from
3o0 to 400 Officers. The Archduke is stated to have gone to Bohemia,
cut off from Moravia & Hungary. Massena, commanding the French,
pursued them. On the gth. they were at Zucan, which they yielded to
the French on the roth. which proves how closely they were pursued.
It is sd. the Emperor Francis was an Eye witness of the Battles.—From
small note-book.]

Canning, Tickell and Sheridan

July 22.—Lawrence I dined with. Mr. Canning had just sat to
Him, & that they had pleasant conversation.—Mr. Canning sd. govern-
ment had no other information of the defeat of the Austrians than what
is contained in the French Bulletins,—nor shd. probably for 6 or 8 days.—

They talked of the late Mr. Tickell, author of the popular pamphlet,
“ Anticipation,”—Mr. Canning in His youth, was much with Him &
Sheridan. Lawrence asked Him whether He thought Tickell had he
been in parliament, wd. have made a good debater. Mr. Canning thought
not. His disposition led Him to satyrical attack, rather than to argu-
ment, & He was so irritable, that Had He been well opposed, He wd.
have shrunk, not having a power to reply. He was a better scholar than
Sheridan, but had not His strength of mind.—Mr. Canning spoke of
Sheridan’s excellent temper. Lawrence mentioned to Him that Sheridan
in conjunction with [Nathaniel Brassey Halhed] translated some of the
Greek Epistles of Aristznetus. Mr. Canning had not before heard of
1t.—

Mr. Canning mentioned that Marquiss Wellesley this day left London
to proceed to Spain, He remarked that the wind was now fair for Him,
but He wished it wd. change & blow Him back to the Expedition now in
the Downs, waiting for a Wind, adding that “ The Marquisses Head wd.
do good anywhere.,”—Mr. Canning seemed pleased at anren{:e having
chosen the view of His face which He had fixed upon.—

Napoleon’s Body and Mind

Lord Limerick today told Lawrence that a friend of His was informed
by the Chief of the Medical-Staff to Buonaparte while He commanded of
St. John D’acre, that the day before Buonaparte made His grand attack
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boats, When he rose His apprehension was from the boats which were
put off, in consequence of hearing the splash which His falling into the
water occasioned, & gave the alarm.—He called to the boatmen not to
come near Him,—but to leave Him to His own care,—& He swam to
[the boat] which was nearest to Him, by that means avoiding a blow
or anything which might have happened from the boat in the dark,
coming upon Him.—An extraordinary instance of presence of mind and
coolness,

[On the ryth. of May last, Buonaparte issued an Ordinance from His
Camp near Vienna, taking away all temporal power from the Pope, &
attaching Rome & the Pope’s remaining dominions, to the Crown of
France.—From small note-book.]

August 11.—Dance I dined with.—We had a haunch of Venison.—
Cockerell as Architect to the India House, has a regular Salary of {500
a yr. but He is required to attend at the India House every Wednesday.
—When any new building is erected He is paid a per centage.—

August 12.—I was at home all day—much rain.—Smirke called
in the evening. His youngest son, Sidney Smirke,* is to go tomorrow
with Lord & Lady Oxford to their seat, Eywood, Herefordshire, at their
desire to be a companion for some months, to their eldest Son Lord
Harley.—The Tutor of Ld. Harley is to give Him school instruction.
Smirke hesitated thinking Sidney wd. be losing time.—Edward Smirke
is the Head Boy in the School in which He is placed,—though but 14
years old.—

A British Victory

August 14.—The Park & Tower guns were fired this afternoon in
consequence of a victurly obtained by Sir A. Wellesley over Marshal
Victor. Crowds of people were collected abt. the Mansion House & the
Royal Exchange eager for particulars of the action.

[At the Assizes for the County of Somerset on Monday 14th. inst.
‘ Cs:stain John Davison, of the Royal Marines, was found guilty of having

stolen a piece of muslin value 30 shillings from the shop of James Bunter,
mercer of Taunton.—Captn. Davison is a genteel man, 28 years of age.
—He was sentenced to ]i)e transported for 7 years.—From small note-

book.]

*® Sydney Smirke (1798-1877) studied under his brother Robert, won the Royal
Academy gold medal in 1819, and travelled in Italy and Sicily in the following year. His
Erim:ipal works include a reconstruction in 1834 of the Pantheon, Oxford Street, the

uilding of the Reading Room of the British Museum, which was opened to students
in 1857, and in that year Smirke also rebuilt the Carlton Club, Pall Mall, he for the first
time introducing polished granite columns into English architecture. His latest work
included the present Royal Academy exhibition galleries. Elected an A.R.A. in 1847,
he succeeded ﬂi# brother Robert as an Academician in 1859. He was also Professor of
Architecture at the Academy, and its treasurer for a time, as well as a F.R.S. and F.5.A.

His brother Edward (1795-1875) became a lawyer and antiquary, and was Knighted
at Windsor in 1870, on his retirement from the Recordership of Southampton and from
active life.
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nephews, Lord Palmerston, & a Mr. Hankey.—To Lord Palmerston He
left f10,000. & {90,000 to Mr. Hankey. He bequeathed a small Sum to
young Chalon & His Sister. Captn. Baillie was made the Trustee for
it, but there being some irregularity with respect to the bequest Hankey
disputed the payment of it.—The present Lord Chancellor, then Sir
John Scott, was applied to. He sd. there was difficulty in it, that Mr.
Hankey was a rich man, & it wd. therefore be most prudent to throw
themselves upon His generosity.—

This advice was followed, & Hankey then paid the money.—Mr.
John Barnard also left to Mr. Hankey his large collection of prints and
drawings which were sold by auction.—He left to Paul Sandby, Nollekens,
Serres, & Captain Baillie {300 each.—Chalon told me He married a sister
of James Ward, associate, abt, 15 years ago.—He has been employed by
the Prince of Wales to paint Horses & Dogs,—& is now engaged to paint
for the Marquiss of Ely &c.—

Wellington of Talavera

August 26.—[In the Gazette this evening was announced that
Sir Arthur Wellesley K.B. was created Baron Douro of Wellesley in the
County of Somerset, & Viscount Wellington of Talavera, & of Welling-
ton, in the said County.

In the Gazette this evening was announced that Senegal on the Coast
of Africa, was taken by the English on the 13th of July. From small
note-book.]

August 27.—[Dr.] Hayes called—sd. He was much affected with the
acct. of the death of Sir John Moore given by His Brother.—He spoke
of the reports circulated unfavourable to Sir John when the first accts.
of His retreat were recd. Porden told Him, that members of the govern-
ment spoke of Sir John as having been * Buonaparte struck” so over-
awed by apprehension as to have lost all confidence in Himself & His
army.—Such was the injustice dealt out towards Him.—

Theodore Hook

Lawrence was looking at the front of Covent Garden Theatre with
Boaden.—Theodore Hooke, a young man, was there. The figure of
Tragedy was placed in its situation,—that of Comedy was lying on the
ground. Hooke [said] these represent the present state of Covent Garden
Theatre (Kemble) Tragedy is standing, & Comedy is laid on the ground.

He spoke of the unpopularity of Lord Castlereagh. Within a few days
a report was circulated that His Lordship was sent to the Tower, it having
been discovered that He corresponded with Buonaparte and in consequence
formed plans to enable Him to destroy our Army.—

The friends of Frere our late Ambassador in Spain in order to let Him
down easily proposed to the King to send Him ambassador to Turkey.—
This the King instantly & positively refused.—
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He sd. He shd. advise 2 or 3 grains of Calomel ; That He was not inclined
to give astringents ; and that He thought the use of Brandy in disorders
of the stomach & Bowels imprudent.—I asked Him to write the pre-
scription He should think necessary for me if I remained unwell. He
said it would in that case be better to apply to some practitioner on the
spot, they did not like to be directed.—

The Salisbury Coach breakfasted at the Bush Inn, which we left
about half past 8 oClock. In the Coach I found two respectable men
passengers & we had much conversation. One of them told me that He
was born in Lincolnshire and came to London at the age of 15 and is
now upwards of 6o. He said, while we were speaking of different modes
of living, that during many years He was acquainted with an old gentle-
man who lived to be ninety. This gentleman informed Him that at the
age of 30 He was much troubled with stomach complaints. He was
advised by a person to whom He referred His case to leave off drinking
tea, and to break off his habit of taking snuff. This He did, and from that
'l::lime enjoyed uniform good health, till within two or three years of his

eath.

- His mode of living was, never to eat anything till dinner time ; He
then eat heartily, and from that time till the same hour on the following
day took nothing, but a crust of bread in the evening. He drank no wine
or spirits, & nothing stronger than table beer. He went to Church every
day, & being fond of Cathedral musick, either attended divine Service
at St. Paul’s Church, or at Westminster Abbey. His principal amuse-
ment was collecting prints, which He did to the value of more than fzo00.
This temperate, placid life enabled Him under providence, to prolong His
life to a very advanced period.—My journey was made comfortable by
the medicine given me by Mr, Tothill which removed my complaint.—

At 61 miles from London we passed Hursborn, a seat of the Earl of
Portsmouths on the right of the road. It is a large, handsome modern
stone House, situated on a considerable elevation. One of the Passengers,
a resident in this country, told me that Lord Portsmouth married a Lady*
with a large fortune, but much older than himself : They have no children.
The country through which the road to Salisbury passes is uninteresting.
After leaving Basingstoke it becomes very open, with few trees, and is
but thinly inl't..'ri|:>i1:1:1:!g,,a particularly as Salisbury is approached, till within
a little distance of the town, there are neither trees nor inclosures, to the
right or left, all is open downs.

We arrived at Salisbury about 8 oClock, where I found my Brother
Dr. Farington, at the Antelope Inn waiting there for my arrival.

* John Charles, third Earl of Portsmouth, married, first, on November 19, 179,
Grace, daughter of the first Lord Grantley. She died without issue on November 13,
1813, and the Earl was married on March 7, 1814, to Anne, eldest daughter of John Hanson,
of Bloomsbury Place, London, but the marriage was annulled in 1828 by decree of the
Lord Chancellor. By the verdict of an inquisition the Earl was declared to be in a state
of mental derangement, and dying on July 14, 1853, without issue, was succeeded by his
brother, Newton, who was born in 1772, ** Hursborn " is, of course, Hurstbourne Park.
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Bishop followed us to the Hall door, and we came away warmly im-
ressed with the truly friendly kindness we had experienced. My
rother sd. He had not before seen a man of His rank in the Church

who could be compared with him for gentlemanly, easy, & unassuming

manners.—

September 14.—We went to the Palace & breakfasted with the
Bishop & His family at g oClock.—He immediately put into my hand
Six letters of introduction which He had written this morning.

The Bishop spoke of Sir Richard Hoare who He knew in Italy* He
lateg published an acct. of a tour in Ireland, which will not do much
for Him as an author ; but He has a great work nearly ready for the

ress, an account of the antiquities of Wiltshire, ancient & modern.—
gir Richd’s House, Stnurheag, is shewn, with the exception of His
Library to which no persons are admitted but through particular re-
commendation. In the Library is a large window of painted glass,
the subject the “ School of Athens” from Raphael.

The rocks at the Lands end in Cornwall were particularly recommended
to our notice by the Bishop & Mrs. Fisher, as being the finest specimens
of rock that are to be found in this Island.—They are of granite. Mrs.
Fisher’s favorite study seems to be that of Fossils, of which she shewed
us some specimens,—a scotch pebble polished by Herself, & others.—

’ A Masterly Retreat

The Bishop told us He had recd. letters from Lisbon from His Brother
Coll. Fisher, who as Coll. of Artillery, has the command of the Forts
upon the Tagus. He gives a very unfavourable acct. of our affairs in
Spain & Portugal, and considers the opposition to the French to be
hopeless. He writes favorably of the people, but represents the Junta’s
of Spain & Portugal as consisting of a number of men wholly incompetent
to direct the energies which might be found in the people. They are
little better than old Women.—He mentions that many French officers
who have [been] made prisoners by the English have spoken in high
terms of praise of Sir John Moore's retreat to Corunna, calling it “ a
masterly retreat.”—He states that the Spanish Junta had made little
or no provision for Sir Arthur Wellesley’s army, but had amply supplied
the Spanish Army under Cuesta. The English soldiers were so much
distressed for provisions that with money from their own pockets they
purchased provisions from the Spanish Soldiers who had enough and
something to spare.—

The Bishop told me that while He had the See of Exeter He had
been enabled to make one of His Brothers a Canon of that Cathedral,
& to give Him two livings.—The present Bishop of Durham while He
was Bishop of Salisbury made great alterations at the palace, & laid
out [8o0o upon it. The last Bishop (Dr. Douglas) who held it 26 years,

* Sir Richard Colt Hoare (1758-1838), antiquary, translator of " The Itinerary ™ of
Giraldus Cambrensis, and author of a ** Classical Tour in Italy,” as well as other works,
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From the high &{'ices at which the landed property of the late Sir
Roger Kerrison of Norwich has been disposed of, there is reason to
expect the dividends of His effects will be larger than at first appre-
hended. On Saturday last there was another sale of part of His estates
in 36 lots which produced the Sum of [42565.—Among these a farm in
Seething Land and Kirkstead, of 160 acres, produced [7900.—Six acres
4 with an Orchard—[610. Four inclosures of land in Brooke contain-
ing 29 acres—[1560. Kirkstead Hall, 170 acres subject to out-going of
L11 a yr.—[8250.—A piece of pasture land, with a small plantation
of young oaks, in all 2 acres and }—[315.—The general produce of Sale
abt. f50 an acre.

Mr. Portman

September 15.—Woodyates Inn is a single House which may be
recommended in every respect.—A little before 12 we proceeded to
Blandford through a country for the most part green. Near Blandford
Mr. Portman* one of the Members for the County, has a very large
& handsome modern Mansion, situated near the river, and sheltered by
a back-ground of extensive new plantations. At Blandford we found
the people on the alert expecting the arrival of the Prince of Wales on
his way to Weymouth to visit His Sisters the Princesses Mary and
Amelia. He slept last night at Speenham land, and His servants were
sent before to provide Horses.—At Blandford we took some refresh-
ments with Mr. & Mrs. Offley at the Greyhound, kept by a widow & Her
daugr.—civil people.—

Mrs. Damer

Our next stage was to Dorchester. On our way we stopped at Mil-
bourn to water the Horses. Milton Abbey the seat of the late Lord
Milton Earl of Dorchester, is near this place. His Lordship died two or
three years ago and the title became extinct. Lady [Caroline] Damer,
sister to the late Lord, now posesses the estate near Milbourn. The
Father of the late Lord was created Lord Milton Earl of Dorchester.—
He had three Sons. The eldest Son married Miss Conway, daugr. of
General Conway by his wife the Dowager Countess of Aylesberry. She
is now well known as Mrs. Damer,T having been much reported for Her
Skill in modelling & executing works in Sculpture. To Her Horace
Walpole the last Earl of Orford,f who succeeded Sir Robt. Walpole,
in that title, left His House at Strawberry Hill near Twickenham &
other property.—Mr. Damer Her Husband some years before the death

#* Probably Edward Berkeley Portman (1771-1823), of Bryanston, near Blandford, and
Orchard Portman, near Taunton, who was the father of the first Viscount Portman. ‘The
son was born in July, 1799, and married in June, 1827, Emma, third daughter of Henry,
second Earl of Harewood.

+ See Index, Vols. I, IL., IV.
T See Index, Vols. I, II.,, IIL,, IV.
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in our ancient towns those parts which are not wholly modern exhibit
much of their original character. Having Heard Philip’s Hotel in the
Close near the Cathedral well spoken of we made it our Head quarters.—

The view from the Castle walls had been mentioned to us, but we
found only one opening which was to the South a pretty view down
the river Exe but not remarkable ; from the other parts of the walls
we looked down upon the public walk of the City whicﬂ is overshadowed
by high trees.—To this walk we descended, & found it a very agreeable
parade, with seats at certain distances under the trees. From whence
we saw parts of the county gaol, & the County Bridewell, both new
buildings, extensive & handsome in appearance.

Then and Now

We dined at the Hotel, and in the evening I called upon Dr. Fisher
[brother to the Bishop of Salisbury, and one of the canons of the Cathe-
dral] who I found in His library, without company. He complained of
having a cold to which He is subject, an irritation in the throat which is
much affected by a small quantity of wine or by talking. These increase
the irritation so as sometimes to oblige Him to leave company. Change
of air affords Him greater relief than He finds from any other means
He has used. He spoke of Exeter as not being a healthy situation.

The air of this country is too humid. Fevers of the worst sort,
Typhus fevers, prevail in 1t.*¥ Upon the Hills indeed a little distance
from the town the air is of a better quality; there persons troubled
with asthma can breathe easily ; those who in the City could scarcely

* Farington is not the first traveller to note the conditions of Exeter in the old insanitary
days. Canon Kellett described the city some two hundred and fifty years ago as ** one of
the nastyest and noysommest in the land.” Southey, the Poet Laureate, also condemned
the malodorous state of Exeter.

Visitors to the cathedral city do not need to be told that this unsavoury reputation
long ago ceased to exist, Thanks to hygienic improvement, Exeter is one of the healthiest
places in the country ; its death-rate is remarkably low.

But Exeter is memorable for other things than sanitation. Its Corporation is one of
the oldest in England. Except in the Revolution, the city has always been loyal to the
Crown. Katherine of Arragon was a frequent visitor in her youth. The device, * Semper
fidelis,”* beneath the civic arms was given by Queen Elizabeth. Queen Henrietta Maria
gave birth to her daughter, Henrietta Anne, in Bedford House, which no longer exists,
and Thomas Fuller's ** Good Thoughts in Bad Times,” printed in Exeter in 1645, was
dedicated to Lady Dalkeith, *“ Lady Governesse” to the *“ Exeter Princess.” This little
volume is said to be * The first fruits of the Exeter Press.”

Mr. Donald Norman Reid, great-great-grandson of the Rev. Dr. MacQueen, who intro-
duced Flora MacDonald to Dr. Johnson in 1773, writes :

A description of Exeter Cathedral is given in the Farington Diary for September 20,
1809. Scotsmen may, therefore, be interested to know that a son of the celebrated Flora
MacDonald was buried in the Cathedral. A provincial newspaper, referring to the Colonel's
death in August, 1831, said : * The activity of his mind, and the benevolence of his heart,
would not permit him to remain an indifferent spectator of events daily passing around him,
and he was, in consequence, one of the first to step forward upon all occasions of national
or local interest, as well as to assist in ameliorating individual or general calamity.”

The following is the inscription on the monument erected to the memory of Colonel
John MacDonald in Exeter Cathedral : :
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September 22.—After breakfast I walked to the lower part of
the town near where the Old Bridge stood, and continued in that quarter
all the morning making sketches of the picturesque groupes of Buildings.
—At 5 oClock we went to dinner at Dr. Fisher’s, where we met the Revd.
Mr. Huish, Curate to Dr. Fisher at His living of Faringdon 6 miles from
Exeter, In Him my Brother found an old acquaintance. He was a
fellow of Brazen-nose-College, but vacated His fellowship by marrying
in 1789.—He told us His Father was 42 years Rector of Pembridge in
Herefordshire, & having abt. the time of His taking possession of that
living agreed to take [450 a year as a compensation for His claim of
Tithes, He never would demand more than that Sum, which was but
a small proportion of what He had a right to claim.

Mr. Guard of Corpus College

The consequence was, He was looked up to by His parishioners as
a rare man & constantly supplied with presents of what they could
furnish Him with. He was succeeded by Mr. Guard, from Corpus College,
Oxford, who at His first meeting [with] His parishioners recd. from
them an offer to compound for f1000 a yr. to which he added a demand
to have his Coals carried. He afterwards made a further claim, and
[1200 a yr. was the Sum paid Him. After a few years He demanded
more ; on which His Parishioners made a stand & insisted on His taking
the tithes in kind ; which as the Parish of Pembridge is of great extent,
& the Rectory House being situated at the extremity of the Parish on
one side, He has to send carts 6 miles in one direction, & Seven miles & }
in another direction to collect all that He has a claim to.—

Her Name was De Courcy

Mr. Huish spoke of Mrs. Guard, wife of Coll. Guard. She resided at
Ottery St. Mary, in Devonshire for a while with Mrs. Baker Sister to
Coll. Guard, but in a very short time after the Colonel went to South
America with General Whitelocke, she began to exhibit such levity
as to cause Her to be suspected, & she soon gave proof of criminality.
Her name was De Courcy, and she is reported to be a relation of Lord
Kinsale.—Her figure is very fine, and Her countenance handsome.
She had two or three Children by Colonel Guard, and it was remarked
of Her that she seemed to have an antipathy to Her children, & wd.
punish them witht. cause.—The intrigue which she had with the Son
of an Apothecary at Ottery St. Mary caused a prosecution on the part of
Coll. Guard who obtained {3000 damages against Him.—To avoid the
consequences of non payment for He has no property, He is now abroad
in Spain, with the Army.

oll. Guard is Brother to the Rector of Pembridge and their Father
was a Lace Manufacturer at Honiton where He acquired a considerable
fortune.

Mr. Huish mentioned a trait of Character in Mrs. Guard, a strong
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Tripe’s Inn is a small House, a walk of 6 or 7 minutes from the Sea.
The other Inn, called the London Inn, is situated about half-way &
appears rather larger. Tripe’s House is neat & very comfortable to
live in, much civility & attention, & a Woman Servant who officiated
as Waiter & Chambermaid performed Her duties with such vigilance
& activity that we cd. not but consider Her as worth the whole mass
of those we had left at the Hotel at Exeter—The wine at Tripe’s is
also of better quality than any we had met with on our tour.—

On our noticing what had been done towards improving & beautifying
the valley at Dawlish, we were told that a Mr. Manning of Exeter had

urchased most of the Valley, & much land adjacent to it, that He had
Euilt & is building several Houses for accomodation, & to add to the
inducements to visit the place He has cleared away all the weeds & rubbish
which covered the center of the valley & laid it out in grass plots, with
walks, ornamented with young trees. Here Asses are much used by
Ladies for riding in the morning.—

About two oClock we left Dawlish & passed over a steep Hill the
western boundary of the valley, having the Sea on our left. . .

As we approached Teignmouth, distant between 3 & 4 miles from
Dawlish, we descended a Hill from which we had a fine view of the country
on the opposite side of Teignmouth Harbour. We drove to the London
Inn, ami) found the town crowded with people, it being Teignmouth
Fair. Our accomodation was not so good as we might otherwise have
had, but was very well for a House of business in a small seaport, and
the people were very civil.—

Beauty and Respect

Having had much report of the views upon the road to Newton
Bushel, we walked near a mile in that, a North west direction, parallel
to the course of the River Teign. The afternoon sun was favorable for
our view looking back to Teignmouth Harbour & the entrance to it,
& to the western Hills & the village of Shaldon. We at once decided
that the oestuary of the River Teign is much more beautiful than that
of the Exe at Exmouth, the buildings of the Harbour forming a more
agreeable line than those of Exmouth & the rocks & Hanging Banks, &c.
on both sides of the Teign are bolder & richer & have more character.—
The view up the river towards Newton Bushel is also very pleasing, &
superior to that looking up the Exe.

In our walk we met many groupes of young dpeap!e coming from
the country to the fair, and were struck with the clearness & beauty of
the complexions of the women, & with their neat dress. We also noticed
the respect shewn by the country people when passing us by touching
their Hats with an indication of bowing.

VOL. V. 17
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in which we had particular reason to complain of the Chambermaid &
the Beds.—

From the want of a Chaise we were detained at Teignmouth till past
8 oClock in the evening, when one having returned, we were very happy
to leave an Inn so disagreeable to us.—Being thus obliged to go our
next stage in the night it fortunately happened that we had a fine moon,
which enabled us to see the river & the form of the country, though not
the particular circumstances of it.

On the right of the road coming out of Teignmouth on the side of a
Hill Lord Clifford has a seat beautifully situated. We were told it was
built by Mr. John Baring Brother to Sir Francis Baring for His daughter
to reside in but she dying He sold it to Lord Clifford.

We arrived at Newton Bushel at  past 10 & were very well accomo-
dated at the Golden Lyon, a small neat House and civil people.—

September 29.—The Newfoundland fishery has been a source of
wealth to the inhabitants of Newton Bushel, but this trade has suffered
great interruption owing to the War. During the peace Sixteen Captains
of Ships which sailed to Newfoundland have at one time resided with
their families at this place. Here at the Season appointed for hiring
Sailors to go the voyage great numbers flocked for that purpose. Our
Landlord sd. there have been 1200 Sailors at one time assembled in the
town, to be hired, and those who had not made an engagement carried
white rods in their hands to distinguish them from others who had
made terms with the Captains.

Burnt Dockey

The terms were higher or lower according to the qualifications, &
experience which the Sailors might have in what was required in the
fishery.—While this body of Sailors remained in the town much money
was spent by them. They had a favorite liquor which they called burnt
Dockey macﬁt of Ale, Rum & Eggs, which they drank in great quantities.
Dartmouth was the rival place in this trade.—

Here we had Kennel Coal put on our fire. It was brought from
Liverpool.—Beef & Mutton of the best quality is sold for 7d. per pd. at
Newton.—Veal sometimes a little more, 8d. or gd.—Fowls pr. couple 3
shillings.—Butter is dear, 163d. per pd.—

The Devonian Riviera

At ten oClock we left Newton Bushel & proceeded to Torquay, a stage
of 8 miles mostly over a hilly and moorish Country, but from some parts
very extensive & interesting views shewing the forms of distant Hills
which are in general better shaped, have more sweeping lines and rise
more to points than I expected to see in Devonshire from the descriptions

VOL. V. 17*
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given to me. At more than a mile before we reached Tngiua}r we were
gratified with a sight of Torbay terminating with Berry Head.—

Sir Lawrence Palk

When we arrived at the Hotel at Torquay we found the persons who
had kept it four or five years were this day preparing to leave it, and were
to be succeeded by a Servant of Sir Lawrence Palk, to whom the Hotel
belongs. The land on which Torquay stands, and much of the neigh-
boroud belongs to Sir Lawrence P:i]—:, who found only a few Cottages, at
Torquay. Having resolved to take advantage of the sitnation He has
been at great expence, has built rows of neat Houses, a fine pier on the
South side to form a harbour, and made walks upon the Hills which
surround the place. He has a House for his own use fronting the Har-
bour. Upon an eminence above it Lord Courtenay has built a House
but it remains unfinished.—The Revd. Dr. Becke, who was tutor to
Sir Lawrence is also building a House at Torquay.—

Sir Lawrence Palk was spoken of. His Grandfather was a Butcher
at Ashburton, and His Father, the late Sir Robt. Palk, having been
brought up for the Church, obtained Deacon’s orders, and went to
India. He changed his object, and in time became Governor of Madrass.
Near His House He erected a building to the memory of General Lawrence,
who having acquired a fortune in the East Indies left it to Sir Robert.
It is calculated that Sir Lawrence has {15000 a year ; and a Mr. [Walter]
Palk, a relation of His, whose Grandfather was also a Butcher, has
{8000 a yr.—*

We saw Torbay today under very agreeable circumstances. The
weather was mild & fine, and the whole of the Bay appeared like a lake.
One of the Boatmen of the place shewed us where the Men of War lie
when they run into Torbay for shelter, & said there is not such a Bay
for security in the whole world. He said the ground for anchorage is
so excellent that ships cannot be driven when anchored by any wind.
The anchors take such hold of the ground that in certain weather when

* A correspondent, in the name of * Squire,” writes: *“ May I, in the interests of
historical accuracy and as nearly related by marriage to the Palk family, make a
correction in the extracts you are publishing from the Farington Diary, September
29, 1809 ? It is there stated that the grandfather of the Sir Lawrence Palk of that
date ‘was a butcher at Ashburton,” and * Mr. Palk was also a butcher.” Both statements
are incorrect, as will be seen by reference to the valuable *Palk manuscripts’ recently
published by the Historical Manuscripts Commission.”

[It should be said that Farington's informants were Sir William Elford, the eminent
banker and politician, and William Adams, of Bowden, M.P. for Totnes. Both gentlemen
were near neighbours of Sir Lawrence Palk.

The editor of the “ Palk Letters” was apparently not aware of the exact relationship
between Sir Lawrence and the Rev. Dr. Henry Becke, Dean of Bristol. Mr. Beeke
was his tutor and travelled abroad with him in that capacity. Nor does the editor tell us
that F. D'Ivernois, young Palk’s other travelling companion, was a distinguished Genevese

refugee and author of a “ History of French Finance.” He became a naturalised English-
man and was Knighted. —Enp.]
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to the Sea, The rocks here have a very romantic character, wild &
fanciful in their form. When we arrived at Babbicombe we found
it to consist of a few Cottages situated upon the steep side of a declivity,
a succession of rugged Banks with rocks shooting out down to the margin
of the Sea. We descended to the Shore which scoops into the land and
is remarkable in this little spot for the variety and beauty of the colour,
a brown black near the edge of the water, is succeeded by a warm, mellow
tint between yellow and brown, very soft, and nearest to the back the
largest space is filled with very light shingles, which have a beautiful
effect opposed to the Black brown deep coloured rocks which rise in
various fantastic forms. The effect of the colour of the different parts
of this scene opposed to each other pleased me most, for though romantic
there is nothing very singular in it except the boldness with which frag-
ments of rocks rise at the edge of the water. The Sea has here a vast
expance, and we had a retrospective view of all the points we had visited
since we first reached the Sea Coast. Portland Island was in the farthest
distance; and we observed Sidmouth,—Exmouth, the point of land at
Dawlish, and Teignmouth.

St. Mary Church is situated more than half a mile from Babbicombe
upon a Hill, and the tower of the Church appears like a land mark.—

Mpyrtle and Geranium

September 30.—The morning being very wet, but towards noon
it cleared and the remaining part of the day was very clear and pleasant.
Upon the pier I met the Revd. Dr. Becke and accosted Him mali(ing use
of Mr. Swete’s name as an introduction who had desired me to do it.
Dr. Becke informed us that Torquay is a situation peculiarly favourable
for Nervous and consumptive complaints, the air being warm & dry;
more so than several other situations on the Coast, as Teignmouth,
Exmouth, Dartmouth &c. where rivers that run in the direction of the
most prevailing winds cause much rain. At Torquay there is no river.
He sd. Geraniums have here flourished in the open air throughout the
winter and myrtles commonly. He could name only one part of the
coast of England that can be sd. to be warmer than at Torquay, which
is that part of Cornwall which runs on from Penzance.—From the heights
on which we were we commanded the whole country up to the point
of Berry Head, & He sd. He believed the whole of that land taken together
was the richest in the kingdom & lets on an average at three pounds
an acre.

Too Much Manner
He spoke of Payne’s* drawings and sd. He had made 100 drawings,
views in Devonshire, for Sir Lawrence Palk, who had bound them

* James Paine, the younger, architect and painter in water-colours. See Vols. IL.
(page 286), III.
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together, and they were in Payne’s best manner,—who, He observed, has
a little too much manner, and does too much.—He sd. Sir Thomas Ack-
land* was here yesterday & made some sketches ; & that He had been
in Norway where He made sketches from some of which Nicholsont
had made finished drawings. He remarked upon the ingenuity of this
artist but that He also had manner.—

While we were down on the Port of Torquay, Dr. Becke sd. it reminded
Him of the scenery on that part of the Coast of the Mediterrenean on
which Monaco, & other picturesque places are situated. The Bay of
Naples He seemed to thin]}: not so beautiful as Torbay.

Coals and Food

We talked of the many inducements to a residence at Torquay.
Coals, He sd. are had from Newport in South Wales and are bought
here by the quarter, (a quarter is 16 bushels) and that reckoning what
they wd. amount to if sold by London measurements the price wd. be
abt. 47 shillings per Chaldron ; but He observed that the Newport coal
not being of so good a quality as the best Newcastle Coal it may be said
that the price of Coals at Torquay is abt. 55 shillings per dron.
Beef & Mutton, He sd. are 6d. per pound. On the whole He reckoned
that living at Torquay is 25 per cent. cheaper than in London.—

He pointed tanenmn a village situated near the Bay & sd. the best
views of the Bay as a piece of water are from thence but the scenery in
other respects is inferior.—After having been on the heights a considerable
time we descended, & He explained to us improvements which are
intended. Rows of Houses are to be built. A Chapel is to be erected,
—a pier on the North side of the Harbour is to be projected to make it
compleat, & much more is to be done. He took us to a House which He
is building for himself, & contrived to afford Him beautiful views while
sitting at His table.

Poulton the Valet

As we approached our Hotel He pointed to Sir Lawrence Palk just
returned from riding and walking with difficulty. He said Sir Lawrence
was attacked with the gout fifteen years ago & from that time had been
a martyr to that disorder which has made him almost a cripple. He
has had Chalk stones growing in various parts, & they are always forming.
He is now only years old. He married Lady Elizabeth Vaughan
daugr. of the late ﬁrd Lisburne, & by Her has eight children, the oldest
16 years old.—

This day . . . Poulton, who had been Valet to Sir Lawrence [for]

* Sir Thomas Dyke Acland (1787-1871), politician and philanthropist, who married
Sir Richard Hoare’s only daughter.

t Francis Nicholson, born at Pickering, 1753, was one of the founders of the Old Water
Colour Society and subsequently its president. He died in 1844.
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sketches.—Dr. Becke called upon us & I shewed him my sketches. He
sd. He had lived much in the eastern part of England, & had observed
that the colour of the sky in Devonshire is clearer, & more like an Italian
sky than in the East & North parts of the kingdom, where the sky is of
a grayer colour. He attributed this colour of the sky to the reflection
from the colour of the land which consists of fields of the richest verdure
& that generally.—He spoke of Glover’s drawings and said He does all by
colour, for that His drawing is feeble. He remarked that Glover’s trees
are badly handled, that they look like imitations of fern, and that He
does not unite His distances with His foregrounds.

Having engaged a boat to carry us to Brixham we were preparing
to depart when Dr. Becke came with Lady Elizabeth Palk desiring
to see my sketches. They were soon followed by Sir Lawrence Palk
& Mr. Swete. I shewed them my series of sketches; that of Torquay
which Dr. Becke preferred was most approved by the rest, except by
Lady Elizabeth who seemed best to like that from Torquay Bath.—

I was much struck with the manner of Lady Elizabeth who though a
married woman, the mother of Eight children, had all the timidity and
bashfulness of an inexperienced young maiden. Sir Lawrence was
supported into the room. His countenance had all the expression of
good humour, and His deportment was simple & unassuming. We
parted with many expressions of civility.—

Our Boatman

At a quarter past one oClock we sailed from the pier at Torquay and
crossed Torbay to Brixham. The wind was South, East & by South,
which not being much in our favour we were two Hours and a half on
our passage ; the distance Six miles and a Half. It is frequently made
in an Hour or less. But we had no reason to complain. e weather
was now fine as we could wish ; the Sea had no more than a gentle
motion. It was like crossing a Lake. For some time we kept along
shore under the rocks on the Torquay side, where we saw forms of the
most romantic character, & [precipices] of great height admirably calcu-
lated for the pencil. Our Boatman named Leard, a respectable old
inhabitant of Torquay told us He was born in the year 1745, and had
been a sailor 40 years. But His constitution had not been impaired,
He kept to the Oar during the whole passage witht. seeming to be fatigued
by it. He told us that Torbay would be equal to any Bay in the world
if there was a greater depth of water ; but that where the Ships lie to
be in a situation to be secure the depth of water is not more than seven
fathoms, which for Men of War of the largest size is not sufficient. The
Men of War always lie on the West side of the Bay ; the Torquay side
is considered to be a Lee shore. However safe the anchorage of Torbay
may be, Ships are sometimes much distressed when the wind blows
strong from the South East which brings in a heavy Sea, but ships are
seldom, scarcely ever, driven from their anchors.
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Prudence

While we were on our passage our Boatman was much disposed to
converse with us. He told us He married many years ago & had several
children the youngest of whom was then in the boat rowing with the
other oar. When this Boy was two years old His wife died. Being
thus left with a family He felt that it was necessary He shd. have a
wife, but He was also sensible that as He was approaching to Old age
it wd. not be prudent for Him to have a young family, in addition to
those His wife had left Him. He therefore looked out for a person suitable
to His situation and married a woman 54 years old and that it answered
very well.—

Brixham

The approach to Brixham* is pleasing & the white Houses slated,
situated on rocks have a picturesque effect. The Harbour is completely
protected from the sea by a long & High pier & appears like a bason.
We landed and walked to the London Inn, reckoned the best in the
town, & were very civilly received ; but the Inn is such as are generally
met with in Port towns near the Harbour. Though the weather was
now very fine we found the streets dirty, & we judged that they are
commonly so, as we saw straw laid on the floor in the entrance passage
of the House to take the dirt from the shoes before going into the
apartments.

An Unfortunate R.A.

We enquired for the House in which Willm. Hodgest my fellow
pupil under Wilson, and an Academician of the Royal Academy resided.
He died in March 1796 at this House. Several persons here were well
acquainted with him and spoke of Him with respect. One of them a
respectable woman told us He was a very gentlemanlike man, & was
very attentive to the trades people, which she observed was prudent
as 1t might make them more inclined to negotiate His Bank notes; He
being then engaged in a Bank at Dartmouth. His death, she sd. was
very sudden. On Sunday, the day before He died, she walked with
Him part of the way to Church, & He then appeared to be in good health.
The next morning He died. It was reported that He was in difficult
circumstances which pressed upon His mind, and that He drank a large
%uantit}r of Laudanum which killed him. This report, Her Father, a

utcher, who served the principal families in the neighboroud, mentioned
to the late Judge Buller, who then resided at His House at Lupton 2
miles from Brixham. The Judge replied * It is true, I know it, I have
heard it from Mr. Hunt, of Dartmouth, His medical attendant ”.—
She added that it was said that in the Banking concern those who

* Brixham, which was the landing-place of William of Orange, on November sth,
1688, is popular as a haunt for artists. Few exhibitions are without paintings of its pictur-
esque harbour and brown-sailed fishing fleet.

t See Vol. 1V., pages 8-11, and Index of previous Volumes.
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Brixham carries on a vast trade with London and with Bath in
employing a very great number of fishing vessels and sending the fish
caught to those places. Its vicinity to Torbay gives it this advantage
over Dartmouth and other places. Turbot, Soles, & all kinds of sea
fish caught on this coast are brought in abundance to this market. So
great is the trade carried on that when the embargo was laid on previous
to the sailing of the late grand expedition to Holland, it was calculated
that Brixham lost {1000 a week by it. When the wind is fair for vessels
sailing up the Channel the fishing smacks carry the fish to Portsmouth
from whence being only 72 miles it is carried by land to London, but
when the wind is unfavourable it is sent by land to Exeter & from thence
to London.—

We remarked the very great number of Children which were in the
street, more in proportion to the population of the place than cd. be
supposed. It seemed to justify the opinion that Sea port towns are
more prolific than towns differently situated.—

Dartmouth

We were detained sometime at the Ferry of Kingswear the Ferry
boats being engaged to carry over to Dartmouth Sportsmen & Hounds
returned from the Chace. The dogs in full cry had cheered me while
I was employed with my pencil, and the fruit of the sport of the day
was now exhibited. On my enquiring who the Sportsmen were, I
was told “ That is young Squire[? R. W.] Seale, and that is Squire Nether-
sot.””—On the return of the Ferry boat we were conveyed over the river,
and as we advanced to the mid::ile of the passage the view to the Sea
opened, & the village of Kingswear with a lofty Hill above it on the left,
with Dartmouth Castle & St. Patricks Church at a projecting point
on the river on the right, with a towering Hill rising above it, made
up a scene the most beautifully picturesque of any I had seen of this
- nature.—The Ferryman very civilly rowed us to that part of the Pier

osite to the Castle Inn where we landed and remained, finding Mrs.
Russel the Landlady very civil & attentive.—

October 5.—We walked to Mr. Holdsworth’s, a situation recom-
mended to us but we were disappointed. The view is towards the
Sea, over the town which lies below an irregular mass of buildings. We
then passed through [Dartmouth] town to the Castle abt. a mile distant
situated upon a rock which projects into the Sea. The Castle is a small
tower which is made the habitation of a Master Gunner, as He is called,
who has the charge of a small battery of 40 pounders. We were pleased
with the neat appearance of everything abt. the place, & were treated
with great civility. St. Patrick’s Church seems to form a part of the
Castle. On the opposite shore there is a small building of the Castle
kind, which we were told was erected by Oliver Cromwell.
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October 6.—The river where the Ferry crosses from Dartmouth
to Kingswear is called one third of a mile wide. The ferry is private
property and belongs to Mr. Luttrell of Dunster Castle in Somerset-
shire, who lets it to the present Ferryman for One Hundred and tw ?r
pounds a year. The fare for crossing for a single person is one hal

enny.—
7 Mr Hoidswurth, who has a handsome brick House & resides at
Dartmouth is Governor of the Castle. There are no persons of an
distinction inhabitants of Dartmouth. Mr. l:]ﬂhn Henry] Holdswor
& Mr. Seale [who owned the Hermitage Walk north of the town] and
another or two are considered independent Gentlemen, others who are

oken of as Men of property are Mer-:lfmnts, Messrs. Newman’s [? Lydstone
ﬁemnan] &c.—The Newfoundland trade during peace is the great trade
of this place. The River affords fine anchorage, the depth we were
told is from five to 12 fathoms. Large ships can lie off the town.—

Samuel Kelland, Boatman

Having engaged a boat to carry us to Totness, to go with the tide
we left Dartmouth before Eleven oClock. Our Boatman, Samuel
Kelland, goes to Totness daily to carry passengers, and with the return-
ing tide to bring back those who He carries or passengers from Totness.
His fare for each person is one Shilling, for which a person may go &
return but the same fare is charged for going only or for coming from
Totness. We found Him a very civil man, lame of one leg owing to
an accident in slipping in the street at Dartmouth, which did such
injury to the bone as to make Him a cripple. Before that happened
He had been waiter at the Castle Inn many years.—As we had engaged
the boat for ourselves, not knowing of this daily passage of this boar
we paid the usual fare, half a guinea, & a shilling for carrying our luggage
from & to our Inns.—He told us his boat cost him 10 guineas & wd.
now cost 14.—& the rigging & oars made up His expence abt. 14 guineas,
and with His boat He now earns a livelihood.—

Totnes p i

Proceeding on Sandridge, a seat of Ld. Ashburton appeared on our
left on an iminence. This place was the property of Sir \g}:llttr Raleigh.
The village of Stoke Gabriel, and near it Massinet, the seat of Mrs. Exe,
next came in view, on the right of the river. Here we [saw Salmon
nets, & were informed that much Salmon is taken in this river, We were
now 6 miles above Dartmouth. Sharpham House, the Seat of Mr. E.
Bastard, Member for Dartmouth, & Brother to the Member for the
County® is beautifully situated 8 miles from Dartmouth, & 2 miles

* John Pollexfen Bastard (1756-18 16), whose family settled in Devonshire after the
Conquest. As colonel of the East Devonshire Militia, he in 1799, on his own responsibility,
marched his regiment against insurgent rioters, and saved Plymouth docks and dockyards

from destruction. His decisive action won for him the thanks of the King and the Govern-
ment,
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the last year, part of which was Devonshire & part Herefordshire
Cyder.—

October 8.—There is only one Church in Totness; the Revd. Mr.
Cummings is Minister.—At Eleven oClock we went to divine Service,
and on leaving the Church I met Sir Wm. Elford,* who instantly cor-
dially invited me to His House near Plymouth and extended His hos-
pitality to my Brother on my introducing him. While we were
conversing a gentleman came to Sir Willm. and on our parting, we had
gone but a few yards when Sir Willm. called after us & introduced the
gentleman as Mr. [William] Adams, one of the Members for Totness,
who pressed us to go & take a family dinner at His House called Bowly,
a mile from the town. Before 3 oClock they called upon us and took
us to Mr. Adams House by a road through the fields which gave us the
advantage of several extensive views including the town of Totness
from a Hill which we had to ascend. Among other objects the village
of Berry Pomeroy was seen, which caused us to ask questions respecting
that property.

The Duke and Duchess

They informed us that the Duke of Somerset posesses this village
and with it an estate of abt. {6000 a year in its vicinity; and that
altogether He has abt. [14,000 a year. But though this family from
having been much reduced in circumstances is now in so good a state,
the oeconomy of the present Duchess is carried to an extreme which
can scarcely be credited. The Duke invited the Minister who came
to Berry Pomeroy Church to dine with him, and on the table nothing
was put but a leg of mutton at the top & a dish of potatoes at the bottom.
—One day having company to dine with them she sent a servant to
Totness to buy a pound of candles. The man supposing she meant
wax candles purchased a pound, but on carrying them home the Duchess
made him return the candles & receive back the money.—The Duke
of Somerset is considered of a disposition inclined to privacy & retire-
ment. While He was at Oxford, at Christ Church, my Brother sd. He
was disposed to study & was respected for the propriety of His conduct.
He married a daughter of the Duke of Hamilton. His property is but
moderate.—

Mr. Champernowne’s estate at Dartington is [worth] abt. 2500 a
yvear. He resides there but little, preferring to move abt. with His
wife, and they amuse themselves with sketching.—

# Sir William Elford (1749-1837), banker, politician, and amateur artist, of Bickham,
Buckland Monochorum, Devon. He belonged to an old West of England family, and was
a partner of the Elford, Tingcombe, and Clerk banking firm, Plymouth, of which town he
was Mayor in 1797, Recorder from 1798 to 1833, its Tory Member of Parliament from 1796
to 1806. He was elected M.P. for Rye in July, 1807, but resigned in the following July.
The later part of his life was spent at the Priory, Totnes, and he acted as its Recorder for
several years. He died at Totnes. An artist of considerable skill, Sir William exhibited
;gthl}r at the Royal Academy, and was a Fellow of the Royal Society and of the Linnean

ciety.
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Froude’s Father

The Revd. Mr. Froude was spoken of as being a very respectable
man. Sir William spoke highly of His sketches, particularly of build-
ings, which as far as outlines go, are like the drawings of an Artist.*

Sir Willm. said that there is an old saying in Cornwall, * That
Tre, Pol, & Pen

Are all gentlemen.”

Meaning the ancient names of Trefusis Trelawny,—Pol[whele] & Pen-
warne, The ancient Cornish language was similar to the Welsh, but is
now but little spoken.—

Expense in Devon and London

We arrived at Mr. Adams House before 3 oClock, & sat in his study
in conversation.—The expence of living in Devonshire compared with
the expence of living in London was estimated by Sir Willm. Elford
and Mr. Adams to be as two to three, that is that f400 a year in Devon
will go as far as [600 a year will do in London, but in this estimate
they considered that much of this difference arises from the great
expence of House rent & taxes, Servants wages &c. in London. The
difference of Butchers meat they reckoned only at three halfpence a

ound on the average; but fish & fowls are very cheap. Fowls may

e bought for two shillings a couple, & fish at a very moderate price.
The advantage which might be derived from the low price of fish, Mr.
Adams observed, is very much done away by persons in consequence
of its cheapness purchasing more than is necessary, and thereby bringing
the expence nearer to that in London, where no more is ordered than is
required.— :

' Devon's Great Trade

The Fishery on the coast of Devon they described to be a very great
trade, & with the advantage of nearly the whole profit being paid for
labour. It is calculated that at Brixham f80,000 a year is received on
the fishery account; and that during the late embargo at the Ports
{5000 was lost to this town. At Plymouth the fishery is estimated to
produce abt. {10,000 a year. The fish when sent by land, is put in baskets
& conveyed in Carriages which go on Springs like Chaises, which are
forwarded from Post to Post as expeditiously as they can be to London
& other places.—

The great increase of Commercial intercourse at Totness with other
places is remarkable. Mr. Adams said that He remembered when
one Vessel of 8o ton supplied the place with all the articles imported ;
but that now 8 vessels of go ton each are employed.—Mr. Adams sd.
that in the year 1766 He was in a Mercantile house in Liverpool. In
1796 He was elected one of the Members for Totness.—

* See entry under October gth.
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with him. He afterwards obtained a Diploma as Doctor of Physic &
settled at Truro, where He became obnoxious to many gemnns by writing
verses lampooning them.—particularly an Ancestor of Sir John Call.*

Sir John St. Aubynt posesses the Manor of Dock near Plymouth,
which was purchased by an ancestor of His for f2500 a year, and it
now produces to Sir John [15000 a year.

Mr. [George] Cary of Tor-Abbey has abt. f8ooo a year. He has
married a person of inferior rank, & is but little in the line of association
with those of His rank.—

Richard Wilson, R.A.

Sir Willm. mentioned an Anecdote of Wilson, the landscape painter.
Wilson had been invited to a gentleman’s House but when He approached
it He turned to an acquaintance and said ** Are there any young ladies ? *
He was answered in the affirmative. “ Do they draw ?” continued
Wilson. The reply was, “ Yes”; “ Good morning to you then” sd.
Wilson & turned away. I told Him I had not before heard this anecdote
but that it was much in the stile of Wilson’s humour, and of His dislike
to be troubled with seeing weak attempts in Art.  Sir Willm. pleasantly
applied this story to Himself having to mention to me that one of His
daughters had made drawings which He wished me to see.

Sir Robert Wigram

Mr. Adams spoke of Sir Robert Wigram & said that He and Mrs.
Adams had dined with Sir Robert when nineteen of His children made
their appearance the 2oth. was absent. He said Sir Robert is a very
sensible man and has made a very large fortune, thought to be more
than half a milion. He was at His outset in life a surgeon’s mate in
the East India Service. He has now vast concerns,—a large proportion
of shares in Meux’s brewery ; and paid [6oooo for the greater part of
the property of the Blackwall Dock of Perry & Wells. His eldest son
was sometime in partnership with His father, and posesses [30,000
independent of Him. He retired from business at His father’s desire
from whom He expects a large addition of property. He is in parlia-
ment as is another of Sir Robt.’s sons.—

Sir Robt, is abt. 64 years old, & says He shall not live to see His
younger children brought up, but He has given opportunities for the older
sons to bring forward the younger part. When He was made a Baronet

* Sir John Call (1732-1801), first Baronet, was the ancestor to whom reference is made.
He was an Indian military engineer, and distinguished himself against Hyder Ali. In
later life he served as High Sheriff of Cornwall, and was returned in 1784 for the pocket
borough Callington, near Whiteford, his residence. He was created a Baronet in 1791,
and was alzo a fellow of the Royal Sumet}*:lnd of the Royal Antiquarian Society. He became
totally blind in 1795, and died on March 1, 1801.

T Sir John St. Aubyn, fifth Baronet, M.P. (1758-183g). John D&e painted his portrait

standing in a landscape with hound, hat, and cane. St. Michael's Mount is shown in the
background.
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from the parsonage on acct. of a fever being in the village. Mr. Froude
was not at home.*—

Dartington Hall is a very ancient building. The principal door
opens into a Hall which for length, breadth & height, is remarkable
for its size, appearing in dimensions like a large Chapel. The roof is
supported by timbers, & the walls are whitewashed. It is in a state
bare of ornament or furniture. We were shown into a sitting-room &
afterwards into a dining-room, a cold & comfortless looking room.—
Several large pictures by Artois with figures by Teniers covered part
of the walls, Eh’lﬂ pictures not of good quality. Smaller pictures were
hung witht. order, mixed with drawings. An imitation of Wilson,—
among them. A study by Sir Joshua Reynolds, for which Lady May-
nard sat; a drawing by Canaletto &c.—In the sitting room there are
two landscapes by Salvator Rosa, & a Holy family by Ludovico Carrach.
—From the Hill on which Dartington stands there is a view of Totness,
but here its proper character does not appear. It seems to be placed
in a hollow, the form of the Hill on which it stands being lost.—

We now returned to Totness. Mr. Champernowne has talked of
doing much at Dartington but has done nothing. His property is such
as to afford Him means for improving the place. He is reckoned to have
f4000 a year to expend.—An Eagle kept at Dartington engaged Sir
Willm’s attention : a noble bird of the kind. He made a sketch of it
to add to a collection He has long been forming of English Birds with a
view to give their proper character & expression. He observed that
all birds of prey have a projecting foretop.—Before we parted we settled
with Sir Willm. to go to His House on Wednesday next.—

While speaking of the pictures of Wilson today on which Sir Willm.
passed the highest encomiums, He mentioned Sir George Beaumonts
pictures, and said He did not mean to say that Sir George did not look
at nature, but that to him the landscapes painted by Sir George all of
them appeared more like pictures painted in imitation of pictures than
of nature. He should suppose that Sir George never painted without
many pictures being placed around Him.—

Sir Joshua’s Birthplace

October 10.—At Ivey Bridge we were shewn a large House on a
Hill above the Inn & were told that it had been purchased with an estate
belonging to it by the present posessor of the Inn, who married a Sister
of Messrs. Jones the celebrated Welch Harpers, & composers for that
instrument.—Here we parted from Sir Wm. & His family & proceeded
to Plympton, which lies a little on the left of the road to Plymouth,

* The Ven. Robert Hurrell Froude, Archdeacon of Totnes, was the father of James
Anthony Froude, the eminent historian, who was born at Dartington, Devon.

Richard Hurrell Froude (1803-1836), the theologian, and William Froude (1810-1879),
mathematician, military and naval engineer, also were sons of Archdeacon Froude by his
wife, Peggy Spedding,
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a slight deviation from it.—When we approached Plympton I was
struck with the appearance it made, having a Hill rising boldly above it
and a rich & varied landscape. At the Inn we stopped, & walked to
the School House where making use of the name of Sir William Elford
we introduced ourselves to the Revd. Mr. Hele, master of the School.
With great civility He took us through His House, and shewed us the
school, a large and ancient building standing in a yard at the back of
the House,—having much the appearance of a Chapel. He told us
that when He came into posession of the House & School there was
on [the wall] in one of the rooms a drawing one of the early efforts of
Sir Joshua Reynolds, then a boy. His Father was Master of this school
& Sir Joshua was born in this House.

Unfortunately, Mr. Hele sd. after He came into posession of the
House, He had ordered it to be painted during His absence at a water-
ing place, and had not cautioned them not to paint that part of the
room on which the drawing had been made, as it had not before been
painted. But it afterwards occurred to Him that this might be attended
to by the men employed to paint the House, and He wrote to prevent
it. It was however, too late. The drawing had been covered with paint,
and nothing of it remained to be seen. He sd. that Mr. Philips, the por-
trait painter, while He was sometime before employed at Lord Bor-
ringdon’s copied this drawing, & He proposed to write to Him to beg a
copy of the Copy.—Adjoining the school there is an Orchard into which
Sir Joshua confessed He sometimes stole to get an apple, & when He
was at Plympton with Dr. Johnson, He left the dinner party to pick
an apple in the orchard which had afforded Him formerly such
gratification.

His Early Portraits

From Mr. Hele’s we went to the town House where some of the
Members, He informed us were bottling wine & of course we shd. find
the room open. We found them so employed and desired to look at
the pictures which were placed on the walls. They were portraits, as
we understood, of persons who had been Mayors of Plympton. Among
them were two half length portraits, one of them of Admiral Lord Edg-
cumbe,* the other also of an Admiral, both painted by Sir Joshua before
He went to Italy, and both shewed that He had acquired a great deal
of ability in his art at that early period of his life considering the low
state in which it was at that period.—But the picture which particu-
larly engaged our attention was a portrait of himself which Sir Willm.
Elford sd. Sir Joshua wrote to him & mentioned that He began and
finished it in ome day.—It is a three-quarter portrait representing him

% Admiral Lord Edgecumbe (1721-1795) was George Edgcumbe, first Earl of Mount-
Edgcumbe, and father of the Lord Edgcumbe mentioned in later entries of the tour.

Of the younger Lord Edgcumbe, when Lord Valletort, Miss Burney says that he “isa
most neat little beau, and his face has the roses and lillies as finely blended as that of his
pretty young wife,”” who was the third daughter of John, second Earl of Buckinghamehire.
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a mile & half from Plympton, and passing by a small school saw Lord
Borringdon’s carriage, stand at the door, Lady Borringdon being in the
school with the mistress & scholars. We thought it a good trait of Her
diaiuaitiun, which promised more happiness than He could have enjoyed
with His late divorced vicious wife.—It being near § oClock we did not
go into Saltram House, but walked to the front of it to see the situation.
It commands a view of a large estuary through which the river Plym
runs, and Plymouth with its Churches is seen. At high water the ap-
pearance must be fine, but at low water much shore of a bad colour, &
naked effect, cannot be pleasing.—The grounds at Saltram are extensive
& there is great variety of form in the ground, with a noble piece of water,
at high water, running under an extensive wood. Many of the situations
command views of the adjacent country. The House is large & nearly
square in its form.—

Three Towns

We proceeded to Plymouth from three to four miles distant the road
passing along the shore of the broad water which runs under Saltram
woods, being part of the estuary. At Plymouth we made the Pope’s
Head our Inn on the recommendation of Sir Wm. Elford, and had very
good table accomodation. At our dinner everything was admirably
dressed & our wine was the best we had tasted since we left home. The
House is situated in a narrow street & the rooms are small & dark, in
every other respect it was what we could wish it to be.—

October 11.—After breakfast I went in a Diligence to Mutton Cove,
the point where the Ferry boat to Mount Edgcumbe takes in Passengers.
—At Plymouth, and at Dock there are regular stands for Coaches and
Diligences which are continually passing from each of these places to the
other. They are licensed by and under the control of the Magistrates
who are members of the Corporation of Plymouth. A Diligence by the
regulation may carry four persons and no more if excepted against
by the passengers; and a Coach may carry 6 persons. If a Diligence be
called from the Stand by a single person, the fare to Dock, which is two
miles, is eighteen pence ; but when several passengers go in a Diligence
they pay sixpence each ; and when one such passenger has taken a seat,

* The house is one of the most magnificent in the kingdom. It accommedated us all,
even to every footman, without by any means filling the whole.

“ The state apartments on the ground floor are superb ; hung with crimson damask,
and ornamented with pictures, some few of the Spanish school, the rest by Sir Joshua
Reynolds, Angelica, and some few by other artists.

“ Its view is noble ; it extends to Plymouth, Mount-Edgecumbe, and the neighbouring
fine country. The sea at times fills up a part of the domain almost close to the house,
and then its prospect is complete.

“1 had a sweet parlour allotted me, with the far most beautiful view of any, on the
ground floor, and opening upon the state apartments, with a library for the next room to it.
It is a very superb apartment in its fitting up.”

It was at Saltram that Sir Joshua Reynolds painted a portrait of the notorious Miss
Chudleigh, afterwards Duchess of Kingston.
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the Coachman may wait till three other passengers make up His number. .
The Diligences run from morning till eight oClock in the evening under
these regulations, but after that Hour their fare is arbitrary. Mutton
Cove being half a mile from the stand at Dock, I paid one shilling extra-

ordinary.
The Royal Dock

To those who live in distant parts of the kingdom Plymouth compre-
hends all that is connected with it. But there are three distinct towns,
Plymouth, Stonehouse, and Dock. The first is the largest, & the last next
in size, Sir Wm. Elford calculated that these three towns contain 50,000
inhabitants. At Dock, on the point of land which projects into that part
of the Harbour which is called Hamoaze the Royal Dock is situated,
and Hamoaze which is the mouth of the river Tamar is appropriated for
Men of War lying in Ordinary where they are protected from heavy seas
and other inconveniences.—Dock, (the town & Dock) are in the parish
of Stoke Martin, of which Sir John 5t. Aubyn is Lord of the Manor
and principal proprietor, or nearly the sole proprietor. Stone House is
separated from Dock, by a small inlet of the Sea, over which a Bridge is
made. Every foot passenger pays one Halfpenny for once going and
returning, and such 1s the population and the intercourse of these places,
including Plymouth, that the toll of this Bridge was two years ago {2600,
for one year. It was formerly let for [goo a year, & before that for
f600 a year. It belongs to Sir John St. Aubyn & Lord Edgcumbe I

was told.—
Mutton Cove

When I arrived at Mutton Cove the Ferry Boat being on the other
side, I hired what is called a Shore boat, viz : those who ply for passengers.
I was asked 2 shillings, but agreed for eighteen pence. The wind was
high & the Sea was rough, which made the fare, I thought, reasonable.
When I landed on the Mount Edgcumbe side the person who is tenant
to Lord Edgcumbe for the Ferry demanded two pence the price of going
in the Ferry boat, for the privilege of landing on His lurdiupa ground.
The tenant, I was mfnrmeg by the Keeper of the Park gate, pays Lord
Edgcumbe near [500 a year for this ferry, & bears all the expences of
Boats and Boatmen. Whoever crosses pays two pence, but may return
witht. further demand.—

Mr. Sleep, the tenant, of the Ferry, a respectable looking and very
civil Man, walked with me to the Park gate which is near the Ferry,
and the woman who lives in the Park gate House gave me all the informa-
tion I wanted to enable me to go to the principal points of view. I
walked up to what is called the W hite Seat irom whence there is a most
extensive view including from Saltram, Lord Borringdon’s, am:l Catwater
on the right to Hamoaze & the river Tamar, on the left. Plymouth,—
Stone House, & Dock, lie between these two points, and all th: rincipal
buildings, the Citadel,-MiIitary Hospital, lguw:murs House, ga:racks
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