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222 THE ELEPHANT AS AN EMBLEM CHAP.

specimens which have been and are in the possession of the Zoologi-
cal Society, and other proprietors. It was apparently used in the
past. Certain Carthaginian coins are stamped with a figure of
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{After Sir Samuel Baker.)

Fia. 117.— African Elephant. Elephas africanus. 3.

the African Elephant; but in Africa no attempts are now made
to utilise this creature except for food and ivory. _

The meaning of an Elephant as an emblem upon a coin
appears to be eternity, and there is no question but that the
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224 TIMIDITY OF INDIAN ELEPHANT CHAP.

Elephants, and on the other perfectly docile creatures, who obey
the slightest hint from their driver. Huge though the Elephant

(After Sir Samuel Baker.)
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F16. 118, —Indian Elephant. Klephas indicus.
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is, it is frequently a timid beast. Sir Samuel Baker relates how |
one which he was riding fairly bolted at the sight of a Hare. To ;
































































































256 SONDAIC RHINOCEROS

mixed with poison it cleaves in two, which experiment has been
seen by thousands of people.”  John Evelyn also wrote of a well
in Italy which was kept sweet by a Rhinoceros’ horn. This
species seems to be long-lived, even in captivity; a specimen
now to be seen in the Zoological Society’s Gardens has been there =
since the year 1864,

Rhinoceros sondaicus, the Rhinoceros of the Sunderbunds, has
a much wider range than the last species or Indian Rhinoceros
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This is unknown out of India itself, and is there limited to a smail
region; the Sondaic form is found in Bengal and in the Malayan
Islands. It is a smaller species, and the armour has a tessel:
appearance. The female generally, if not always, is hornless.
The Sumatran species, Rhinoceros sumatrensis, is to be dis-
tinguished from the last two by its two horns, It is also





























































































































































































X1 EXTINCT OXEN 319
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is not necessary to change it. The Sclavonic name is Zubr or Suber.
It is a great beast, standing 6 feet or so in height at the
shoulder. It ranged further over Europe well within the historic
period. In the days of Charlemagne it was spread over Germany
and was a beast of the chase. In the year 1848 the Emperor
of Russia presented a pair of these Oxen to the Zoological Society
of London. At the time of their presentation an interesting
* communication was made to the Society by M. Dolmatoff, on the
method of the capture of these two examples. The creature is
not easy to capture and is alarming to confront. “The eyes

Fio. 167.—Bison. Bison americanus. X gy.

says an old writer, “ are red and fiery; the looks are furious and
commanding.” It has of course the shaggy mane and hump of
~ the American animal. The herd in Lithuania was said to be
1900 in the year 1856. Mr. E. N. Buxton,' who has lately
~ visited the forest, quotes M. Neverli to the effect that at present
~ the numbers are not more than 700.

l Allied to this animal, and apparently still nearer to the American
" Bison, is the extinct B. priscus of Europe. The Pleistocene Bisons
of North America, B. antiquus and B. latifrons, are not remote from
the living forms. Finally, the Miocene B. sivalensis from India,
and the Pliocene B. ferox and B. alleni of North America, take back
~ this group to as remote a period as any other genus of Oxen.

' L Proe. Zool. Soc. 1899, p 64
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320 THE THIBETAN YAK

CHAP.

The Yak, Bos grunniens, is a long-haired peculiar type, confined

Tl pl L

Fia. 168.—Yak, Bos grunniens. % 5

to the Thibetan plateau. B. (Anoa) depressicornis of Celebes is
characterised by its straight horns; allied to it is B. mindorensis

Fic. 169.—British Wild Ox. Bos fawrns. From Vaynol Park, Bangor. X o).

(Philippine Islands), supposed, however, to be a hybrid between















































































































































































































































































































































































442 BEARS CHAP.

from living Mustelines by its comparatively long legs. In this
genus as in several others there are two upper molars,

Fam. 8. Ursidae.—This family is nearly universal in dis-
tribution, and consists of but three genera, Ursus, Melursus, and
Aeluropus.

Ursus has the palms and soles naked except in the Polar
Bear, which needs a furry sole to walk with ease upon ice
surfaces. The ears are fairly large, and the nose may or may
not be traversed by a median groove.! The molar formula® is
Pm$ M 2. The brain is naturally (because of the size of the
animals of this genus) richly convoluted. The lobate kidneys
have already been mentioned in defining this family (see p. 426),
A very laxge number of species of Bears have been deseribed.

Ursus fibelonys.

Fia. 224.—Himalayan Bear. % e
But it is the opinion of Mr. Lydekker® and of others that many
of these are really to be referred to the European Brown Bear;
in this event the Grizzly of North America, the Isabelline Bear
the Syrian Bear, a Bear from Algeria, the Kamschatkan and
Japanese Bears, besides the extinet Ursus fossilis of Pleistocene
caves, are to be regarded as slight modifications of Ursus
arctos. On the other hand, the great Cave Bear, U. spelacus,

! Even apparently in the same species.
? The number of premolars is reduced in the Polar Bear.
% #The Blue Bear of Thibet," ete., Proc. Zool Soc. 1897, p. 412,
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xVI THE GOLDEN MOLE 515
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tion to a digging life is brought about in quite a different way
from that of the true Moles (Zalpe). In the latter the fore-
limbs are changed in position by the elongation of the manubrium
sterni, carrying with it the clavicles, which are extraordinarily
shortened (Fig. 251). 1In Chrysochloris, on the other hand, the
same need (i.e. that the limbs project as little as possible from the
sides of the body, while the length of the limbs is retained, and the
leverage of the muscles unaffected) is provided for by a hollowing

Fra. 249.—Golden Mole, Chrysochloris trevelyani. A, Lower surface of fore-foot.
%% (After Giinther. )

out of the walls of the thorax, the ribs and the sternum being
here convex inwards. The sternum and the clavicles are not
modified. The tibia and fibula are ankylosed helow. In the
manus, moreover, there are but four digits, of which the two

- middle ones are greatly enlarged. In the Moles there are five

e

fingers, and all are enlarged ; there is, too, a great radial sesamoid
bone, which is as good as a sixth finger (which, indeed, it is con-
sidered to be, in eommon with similar structures in other animals,
by some anatomists). The foot has only four toes.

Fam, 7, Macroscelidae.'—This family contains three genera,

all of them African in range, and mainly Ethiopian,

Macroscelides, the Elephant Shrews, are jumping creatures of
Shrew-like appearance, combined with a Marsupial look. Both
radius and ulna, and tibia and fibula, are ankylosed. There

! See Peters, Reise nach Mosambique, 1852, for external characters and anatomy.
































































































































































































































































































