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Introduction. ' 3

is governed and turned, like fishes by
the tail. For to enter the palace of
Learning at the great gate, requires an
expense of time and forms; therefore
men of much haste and little ceremony
are content to get in by the back-door.
For, the Arts are all in a flying march,
and therefore more easily subdued by
attacking them in the rear. . .. Thus
men catch Knowledge by throwing their
wit on the posteriors of a book, as boys
do sparrows with flinging salt upon their
tails. Thus human life is best understood
by the wise man’s Rule of regarding the
end. Thus are the Sciences found like
Hercules’ oxen, by tracing them back-
wards. Thus are old Sciences unravelled
like old stockings, by beginning at the
foot.”

Thomas Fuller, with his usual common-
sense, wisely argues that the diligent
man should not be deprived of a tool
because the idler may misuse it. He
writes : “An Index is a necessary im-
plement and no impediment of a book
except in the same sense wherein the
carriages [7.e. things carried] of an army






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































