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12 ALVIN A. HUBBELL.

especially those pertaining to the extraction of cataract. The true
nature of cataract had become generally recognized long before
Sharp began his réle as an author. This knowledge, however,
had not changed its treatment, and couching was still accepted
as the standard operation when he wrote his “Operations of Sur-
gery.” This operation he himself practiced and described, and
he offered some suggestions as to how it might be improved. The
chapter embodying his description also gives the symptoms, diag-
nosis and varieties of cataract, clearly, and for the most part, ac-
curately, excepting that he said that “the Glaucoma is no other
Disease than the Cataract.” He took cognizance of the complica-
tions and sequelz that followed the operation, and among them
the closure or obscuration of the pupil. He had become familiar
with the operation for making an artificial pupil in such cases, as
practiced by his master, Cheselden, and as described and published
by the latter in the Philosophical Transactions?* In his “Opera-
tions of Surgery,” Sharp gives an entire short chapter to “Cutting
the Iris" and details Cheselden’s operation, adding such improve-
ments as he had devised. He notes the conditions in which the
operation “may be of some service,” and says that one is “when
the Cataract is from its Adhesion immoveable; and the other,
when the Pupil of the Eye is totally clos'd up by a Disorder
of the Muscular Fibres of the Iris, which gradually contract-
ing the Orifice, at last leaves the Membrane quite imperforate.”
In doing the operation he seated the patient in the same way
as for couching, and used a knife resembling a narrow lancet,
with two edges (See Plate 12, Fig. 1). This knife being intro-
duced “in the same part of the Conjunctiva you wound in
couching, insinuate it with its Blade held horizontally, qu
the Back of it towards you, between the Ligamentum Ciliare
and circumference of the [ris, into the anterior Chamber of the
Eye, and after it is advanc’d to the farther side of it, make your
Incision quite thro’ the Membrane; and if the Operation succeeds,
it will, upon wounding, fly open, and appear a large Orifice,

though not so wide as it becomes afterwards. The place to be
open'd in the I'ris will be according to the nature of the Disease:
if the Membrane itself be only affected with a Contraction, the
middle part of it, which is the natural situation of the Pupil, must
be cut ; but if there be a Cataract, the Incision must be made above
or below the Cataract, though I think it more eligible to do it

“Phil. Tr., Lond., 1728, xxxv, p. 451,
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Facsimile reproduction ot original plate accompanying Daviel's paper.

Fies. A-I.—Illustrate Daviel's method of operation.

Fig, KK.—The knife of de la Faye. The upper line (L) shows the con-
vexity of the blade on its flat,

Fic. M.—The knife of Poyet,
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Facsimile reproduction of original plate accompanying Daviel's paper,
showing the different instruments used by him in making the cataract
operation,














































